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DEDICATION 


T    O 


Sir   JOSHUA    REYNOLDS. 


MY   DEAR   SIR, 

V 

EVERY  liberal  motive  that  can  a6luate  an  Authour 
in  the  dedication  of  his  labours,  concurs  in 
directing  me  to  you,  as  the  perfon  to  whom  the  fol- 
lowing work  fhould  be  infcribed. 

If  there  be  a  pleafure  in  celebrating  the  diftinguilhed 
merit  of  a  contemporary,  mixed  with  a  certain  degree 
of  vanity  not  altogether  inexcufable,  in  appearing 
fully  fenfible  of  it,  where  can  I  find  one  in  compli- 
menting whom  I  can  with  more  general  approbation 
gratify  thofe  feelings?  Your  excellence,  not  only  in 
the   Art   over  which   you   have  long  prefided  with 

unrivalled 


IV 


DEDICATION. 

unrivalled  fame,  but  alfo  in  Philofophy  and  elegant 
Literature,  is  well  ki^own  to  the  prefent,  and  will 
continue  to  be  the  admiration  of  future  ages.  Your 
equal  and  placid  temper,  your  variety  of  conver- 
fation,  your  true  politenefe,  by  which  you  are  fo 
amiable  in  private  fociety,  and  that  enlarged  hospitality 
which  has  long  made  your  houle  a  common  centre  of 
union  for  the  great,  the  accompliflied,  the  learned, 
and  the  ingenious ;  all  thefe  qualities  I  can,  in  perfe6l 
confidence  of  not  being  accufed  of  flattery,  afcribe 
to  you. 

If  a  man  may  indulge  an  honeft  pride,  in  having  it 
known  to  the  world,  that  he  has  been  thought  worthy 

I 

of  particular  attention  by  a  perfon  of  the  firft  eminence 
in  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  whofe  company  has  been 
uhiverfally  courted,  I  am  juftified  in  availing  myfelf 
of  the  ufual  privilege  of  a  Dedication,  when  I  mention 
that  there  has  been  a  long  and  uninterrupted  friendfliip 
between  us. 


If  gratitude  fhould  be  acknowledged  for  favours 
received,  I  have  this  opportunity,  my  dear  Sir,  moft 
fmcerely  to  thank  you  for  the  many  happy  hours  which 

I  owe 


DEDICATION. 

I  owe  to  your  kindnels — for  the  cordiality  with  which 
you  have  at  all  times  been  pleafed  to  welcome  me — 
for  the  number  of  valuable  acquaintances  to  whom 
you  have  introduced  me — for  the  nobles  cxnaque  Deum, 
which  I  have  enjoyed  under  your  roof. 


If  a  work  fliould  be  infcribed  to  one  who  is  mafter 
of  the  fubjeft  of  it,  and  whofe  approbation,  therefore, 
muft  enfure  it  credit  and  fuccefs,  the  Life  of  Dr. 
Johnfon.  is,  with  the  greateft  propriety,  dedicated  to 
Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds,  who  was  the  intimate  and  beloved 
friend  of  that  great  m,an ;  the  friend,  whom  he  declared 
to  be  "  the  moft  invulnerable  man  he  knew;  with 
whom,  if  he  fliould  quarrel,  he  fhoiild  find  the  moft 
difficulty  how  to  abufe."  You,  my  dear  Sir,  ftudied  him, 
and  knew  him  well :  you  venerated  and  admired  him. 
Yet,  luminous  as  he  was  upon  the  whole,  you  per- 
ceived all  the  fliades  which  mingled  in  the  grand 
cbmpofition,  all  the  little  pieculiarities  and  flight  ble- 
miflies  which  marked  the  literary  Coloflus.  Your 
very  warm  commendation  of  the  fpecimen  which  I 
gave  in  my  ■*  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  of 
my  being  able  to  preferve  his  converfation  in  an 
authentick  and  lively  manner,  which  opinion  the 
4  Publick 
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Publick  has  confirmed,  was  the  beft  crtcouragement 
for  me  to  perfevel^e  in  my  purpofe  of  producing  the 
whole  of  my  ftores. 

In  one  relpeft  this  work  will  in  fome  paffages  be 
different  from  the  former.  In  my  "  Tour"  I  was 
almoft  unboundedly  open  in  my  communications ;  and 
from  my  eagernefs  to  difplay  the  wonderful  fertility  and 
readinefs  of  Johnfon's  wit,  freely  fhewed  to  the  world 
its  dexterity,  even  when  I  was  myfelf  the  obje6t  of 
it.  I  trufted  that  I  fhould  be  liberally  underftood,  as 
knowing  very  well  what  I  was  about,  and  by  no  means 
as  fimply  unconfcious  of  the  pointed  effe6ls  of  the 
fatire.  I  own,  indeed,  that  I  was  arrogant  enough  to 
fuppofe  that  the  tenor  of  the  reft  of  the  book  would 
fufficiently  guard  mt  againft  fuch  a  ftrange  imputation. 
But  it  feems  I  judged  too  well  of  the  world;   for, 

though  I  could  fcarcely  believe  it,  I  have  been 
undoubtedly  informed,  that  many  perfons,  efpecially 
in  diftant  quarters,  not  penetrating  enough  into 
Johnfon's  charafter  fo  as  to  underftand  his  mode  of 
treating  his  friends,  have  arraigned  my  judgement, 
inftead  of  feeing  that  I  was  fenfible  of  all  that  they 
could  obferve. 

It 
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It  IS  related  of  the  great  Dr.  Clarke,  that  when  in 
one  of  his  leifure  hours  he  was  unbending  himfelf 
with  a  few  friends  in  the  moft  playful  and  frolickfome 
manner,  he  obferved  Beau  Nafh  approaching;  upon 
which  he  fuddenly  flopped: — "My  boys,  (faid.he,) 
let  us  be  grave :  here  comes  a  fool."  The  world,  my 
friend,  I  have  found  to  be  a  great  fool,  as  to  that 
particulai',  on  which  it  has  become  neceffary  to  ^eak 
very  plainly.  I  have,  therefore,  in  this  work  been 
more  referved;  and  though  I  tell  nothing  but  the 
truth,  I  have  ftill  kept  in  my  mind  that  the  whole  truth 
is  not  always  to  be  expofed.  This,  however,  I  have 
managed  fo  as  to  occafion  no  diminution  of  the  pleafure 
which  my  book  fhould  afford ;  though  malignity  may 
fometimes  be  difappointed  of  its  gratifications. 

I  am. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Your  much  obliged  friend. 
And  faithful  humble  fervant. 


j^^lnsy.  JAMES   BOSWELL. 
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T  At  lajl  deliver  to  the  world  a  Work  which  I  have  long  promifed^  and 
of  which,  I  am  afraid,  too  high  expeBations  have  been  raifid^ 
The  delay  of  its  publication  muji  be  imputed,  in  a  confiderable  degree^ 
to  the  extraordinary  zeal  which  has  been  Jhewn  by  dijiingui/hed  perfons 
in  all  quarters  to  fupply  me  with  additional  information  concerning  its 
illuftriouT  SubjeS ;  refemblingin  this  the  grateful  tribes  of  ancient  nations, 
of  which  every  individual  was  eager  to  throw  a  Jlone  upon  the  grave  of 
a  departed  Hero,  and  thus  to  Jhare  in  the  pious  office  of  ereSling  an 
bonaurable  monument  to  his  memory. 

The  labour  and  anxious  attention  with  which  I  have  colleBed  and 
arranged  the  materials  of  which  thefe  volumes  are  compofed,  will  hardly 
he  conceived  by  thofe  who  read  them  with  car elefs  facility.  The  Jir etch 
of  mind  and  prompt  ajfiduity  by  which  fo  many  converfations  were 
preferved,  I  myfelf,  at  fome  difance  of  time,  contemplate  with  wonder  *, 
and  I  muJi  be  allowed  to  fuggef,  that  the  nature  of  the  work  in  other 
re^eSls,  as  it  conffis  of  innumerable  detached  particulars,  all  which ^ 
even  the  moft  minute^  I  have  Jpared  no  pains  to  afcertain  with  a  ^ 

I  fcrupulous\ ' 


ABVERTISEMENT. 

fcrupulous  authenticity^  has  oecqficned  a  degree  of  trouble  far  beyond^ 
that  of  any  other  Jpecies  of  compofition.  Were  I  to  detail  the  books 
nvhicb  I  hafoe  confulted,  and  the  inquiries  which  I  have  found  it 
necejjiry  to  make  by  various  channels,  I  Jhould  probably  be  thought 
ridiculoujly  oflentatious .  Let  me  only  obferve,  as  a  fpecimen  of  my 
trouble y  that  I  have  fometimes  had  to  rUn  half  over  London^  in  order 
to  fix  a  date  correSily ;  wbich^  when  J  had  accompli/hed,.  I  well  knew 
would  obtain  me  no  praije,  though  a  failure  would  have  been  to  my 
difcredit.  And  after  all  perhaps^  hard  as  it  may  be^  I  Jhall  not  be 
furprized  if  omijfions  or  mifiakes  be  pointed  out  with  invidious  fenierity. 
I  have  alfo  been  extreme^  careful  as  to  the  exaSinefs  of  my  quotations  *,, 
holding  that  there  is  a  reJpeSl  due  to  the  Publick  which  Jhould  oblige 
every  Authour  to  attend  to  tbis^  and  never  to  prejkme  to  introduce  them 
with — "  I  think  I  have  read  y' — or^ — ^*  If  I  remember  right  y-^ 
when  the  originals  may  be  examined^. 

I  beg  leave  to  exprefs  my  warmefi  thanks  to  tbofe  wbo  have  Been  pkafed 
tofaroour  me  with  communications  and,  advice  in  the  conduit  of  my  Work^ 
But  I  cannot fufficiently  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  my  friend  Mr.  Malone^ 
wbo  wasfo  good  as  to  allow  me  to  read  to  him  almofl  the  whole  of  my  manu-^ 
fcripty  and  made  fucb  remarks  as  were  greatly  for  the  advantage  of  the 
Work  y  though  it  is  but  fair  to  him  to  mention^  that  upon  many  occqfions 
I  differed  from  him,  and  followed  my.  own  judgement.  •  I  regret  exceed^ 
ingly  that  I  was  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  his  revifion,  when  but  about 
one  half  of  the  book  bad  paffed  through  the  prefs ;  but  after  having 
completed  bis  very  laborious  and  admirable  edition  of  Shakjpeare,  for 

which' 
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nsfhicb  be  generoujly  would  accept  of  no  other  reward  but  that  fame  wbtcb 
be  basfo  defervedly  obtained j  he  fulfilled  his  promife  of  a  long^-wi/hedfor 
vjfit  to  bis  relations  in,  Ireland*,  from  whence  his  fafe  return  finibus 
Atticis  is  defired  by  bis  friends  here,  with  all  the  clajfical  ardour  of  Sic 
te  Diva  potens  Cypri ;  for  there  is  no  man  in  whom  more  elegant  and 
worthy  qualities  are  united*,  and  whofe  focivty  therefore  is  more  valued^ 
by  thofe  who  know  him^ 

It  is  painful  to  me  to  think,  that  while  I  was  carrying  on  this  Work^ 

Jeveral  of  thofe  to  whom  it  would  have  been  moji  inter ejiing  have  died. 

Such  melancholy  difappointments  we  know  to  be  incident  to  humanity ; 

* 

but  we  do  not  feel  them  the  lefs.  Let  me  particularly  lament  the  Revereiy} 
Thomas  Warton,  and  tbe  Reverend  Dr.  Adams.  Mr.  Warton,.  amidjl 
bis  variety  of  genius  and  learning,  was  an  excellent  Biographer.  His 
contributions  to  my  ColleBion  are  highly  ejlimable  y  and  as  he  had  a  true  relijh 
of  my  "  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  Itruji  IJhould  now  have  been  gratified 
with  a  larger  Jhare  of  his  kind  approbation.  Dr.  Adams,  eminent  as  the 
Head  of  a  College,  as  a  writer^  and  as  a  moji  amiable  man,  had  known 
jfohnfon  from  his  early  years,  and  was  bis  friend  through  life.  What 
reajbn  I  had  to  hope  for  the  countenance  of  that  venerable  Gentleman  to 
this  Work,  will  appear  from  what  he  wrote  to  me  upon  a  former  occajion 
from  Oxford,  November  17,.  1785 : — "  Dear  Sir,  I  hazard  this  letter,  not 
knowing  where  it  will  find  you,  to  thank  you  for  your  very  agreeable 
*  Tour,'  which  I  found  here  on  my  return  from  the  country,  and  in 
which  you  have  depidied  our  friend  io  perfedlly  to  my  fancy,  in  every 

attitude,  every  fcenc  and  fituation,.  that  I  have  thought  myfelf  in  the 
J  company. 


-l..  J 
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company,  and  of  the  party  almoft  throughout.  It  has  given  very 
general  fatisfadion ;  and  thofe  who  have  found  moft  fault  with  a 
paflage  here  and  there,  have  agreed  that  they  could  not  help  going 
through,  and  being  entertained  through  the  whole.  I  wifh,  indeed, 
fome  few  grofs  expreflions  had  been  fbftened,  and  a  few  of  our  hero's 
foibles  had  been  a  little  more  fhaded ;  but  it  is  ufeful  to  fee  the  weak- 
nefles  incident  to  great  minds ;  and  you  have  given  us  Dr.  Johnfbn's 
authority  that  in  hiftory  all  ought  to  be  told." 

Such  a  fanSihn  to  my  faculty  of  giving  a  juji  reprefentation  of  Dr, 
yohnfon  t  could  not  conceal.  Nor  will  I  fupprefs  my  fatisfaSlion  in  the 
cmfcioufnefs^  that  by  recording  fo  confderahle  a  portion  of  the  wifdom  and 
nvit  of  **  the  brighteft  ornament  of  the  eighteen  A  century  *,'*  I  have 
largely  provided  for  the  inJlruStion  and  entertainment  of  mankind. 

London^  April  20j  1791. 

*  3ee  Mr.  Malone's  Pr&fiK»  to  his  edition  of  Shakfpeajre. 


ALPHABETICAL 


ALPHABETI  C  A  L 


TABLE      OF      CONTENTS, 


TO    BOTH    VOLUMES, 


t^  The  Letters  refer  to  the  Volume,  the  Figures  to  the  Page. 


A. 


ABINGDON,  Lord,  ii.  323, 
^  Mrs.  i.  462,  4,  7,  478, 

Abjuration,  oath  of,  i.  463. 
Academy  Royal,  inilituted,  308. 
Adors,  i.  90,  107,  320,  405  ;  ii,  36,  163,  239, 

332,3,468. 
Adams,  Reverend  Dr.  i.  24,  32,  144;   ii.  23^ 
106,496,511,554,  578. 

*  Mils,  11.  501,  2. 

Addifon,  Johnfon's  opinion  of,   i.   123,  231, 

477  ;  M-  67»  *57-        .     , 

■  his  ftyle  compared  with  Johnfon's,  i.  122. 

*  Johnfon's  life  of,,  ii*  356,  385. 
Adey,  Mifs,  ii.  37,  306. 

•Adventurer,'  Hawkcfworth's,  i.   117,  1351  6, 

,    7*8-. 
Adultery,  i.  302^  413  ;  ii.  262. 

Akenfide*s  poetry,  i.  363  ;  ii.  59. 

Aherman,  Mr.  chara^r  and  anecdotes  of ,  iL  3 1 9, 

320. 

Alfred,  Tohoibn's  dcfire  to  write  his  life,  i.  95. 

■  nis  will,  ii.  410. 

Allen,  Mr.  thcprinter,  ii.  214,  384, 
America  and  Tue  Americans,  i.  444,  5,  458 ; 
ii.  175,227,  241,340,  377. 

*  Anthologia^*  Johnfon's  tranflations  from,  ii.  560* 


Antiquities,  the  ftudy  of,  ii.  308* 

Aibnthnot,  i.  231. 

Archite^re,  ii.  22* 

Argyle,  Archibald,  Duke  of,  ii,  85. 

Armorial  bearings,  i.  372. 

Afcham,  Roger,  Johnfon's  life  of,  !•  253. 

A(h,  John,  M.  D.   founder  of  the  Eamelian 

club,  ii.  567. 
Aihboume,  finguiar  anecdote  of  the  niftreft  of 

an  inn  there,  ii.  1 76. 
Aftle,  Thomas,  Efq.  ii.  410. 

■  Reverend  Mr.  ii.  512. 
Afton,  Mrs.  ii.  37,  258,  306,  360* 
Avarice,  ii.  245. 

Auchinleck,  Lord,  (the  Autbour's  father,}  ii,4^ 

■  Place  of,  ii.  100. 

Authours,  of  deciding  on  their  MSS.  ii.  381^ 
ii.  207,  244,  282. 

■  of  their  writing  for  profit,  ii.  i49, 

■  the  rcfpeft  due  to  them,  ii.  239, 397, 


B, 


BACON,  Lord  Vcitlam,  11.  169. 

Bagfhaw,  Reverend  Thomas,  i.  421. 

■  Letters  from  Johnfon  to,  ib.  ii*  536. 


«6. 
BaUoons^ 


TABLE     OF     CONTENTS. 


Balloonty  iir  540,  r»  2. 

Baltick,  ThCf  Johnfon's  propofed  expedition  to«. 

ii.  13K 
Sanks^  Sir  Jofeph,  epigram  on  his  goat,  i«  35i« 

■  his  *  Voyages,*  i.  354. 

Barber,  Francis,  i.  130,  joo,  30^;  ii.  5711  a>4« 

■  Johnfon's  Letters  to  nim,  1.  305,  335,  6* 
fiaxetti,  i.  iS^,  1^6;  ii.  27,  lOO. 

■  his  tnal,  1.  321. 

I    ■     ■  ■  Johnfoo's  Inters  to  him,  L  1969  toi,  i* 
Bamasd,  Dr.  (Biihopof  KSlaloe)  i*  454;  ii.  92, 

Barretier,  J.  P.  his  life  by  Johnfon>  i.  77j  81. 

Barrington,  Hon.  Daines,  ij.  24U 

Barrow,  Dr.  his  Sermons,  ii.  391. 

Barry,  Dr.  his  *  Syilem  of  Fhyikk,'  ii.  6o» 

Barry,  Mr.  his  paintings,  ii.  426. 

Baiter,  Mr.  i.  363. 

Bath,  Johnfon's  vifit  to,  ii.  66» 

Bathudft,  Dr.  i.  102,  136. 

Baxter,  Richard,  ii.  457. 

Bayle's  Dictionary,  i.  23I. 

Beattie,  Dr.  i.  349,  354*  388^ 

■  Letter  from  Johnfon  to,  ii.  321* 
Beauclerk,  Topham,  Efq.  i.  133,  444  ;  iL  22i> 

»87,  251,31c,  334. 

■  his  deatn,  xi.  3 12» 
Beggars,  ii.  298,  330. 

'  Beggar's  Opera,'  i»  488,  9;  ii.  24^* 
Benuham,.Dr.  ii.  2c» 
Bentlq^,.Dr.  Englim  verfes  by,  ii*  341 » 
Beresford,  Mrs.  and  Mifs,  ii.  495. 
Berwick,  Duke,  his  *  Memoirs,'  ii.  224* 
Bewiey,  Mr.    his  enthofialUck  venerauoa   for 

Johnfon,  ii.  41 1  • 
'  Bihliotbica  Harleiajta,*  i«  8l* 

*  Biddntph,.  Sidney,'  the  novel,  i.  aio, 

*  Biografhia  Brkanniea^  ii»  I57,.489«. 
Biograpny,  remarks  on,  i.  i-^  ;  ii.  25,  8^,  144, 

^.     357>  3?7>  5^3.  J7^ 

Birch,  Dr»  1.  85.  ^       ^    . 

— -  his  letter  to  Jolmfon  on  Us  Didionary, 

i.  158. 

Birds,  their  migration,  i.  414*. 

Bifhops,.  ii.  492,  518. 

Blacldnar's  Bridge^  i«  I9i» 

Blacklock's  poetry,  i.  254* 

Blackmore,  i.  330. 

■  Johnfon's  life  of,  ii»  358.. 
Bladen,  Dr.  i.  510;  ii.  344, 

Blair,    Reverend  Dr.    Hugh,    his  '  Sermons,' 
ii..  100,  6,  IC2, 178,  256,  387. 
— —  Letter  to  the  Authour  on  Pope's 
*  Effay  on  Man,'  ii.  299. 
Reverend  Robert,  authour  of  *•  The  Grave,' 
ii.68. 
Blake,  Admiral,  his  life  by  Johnfon,  ]•  77,. 
Blaney,  Elizabeth,  i.  9 ;  ii.  552,. 


Blank  yerfe,  i.  342 ;  ii.  349. 

Blenheim  Patk,  ii.  28. 

Blue-ftockine  club,  ii.  393. 

Boerhaave,  his  life  by  Johnfon,  L  77* 

Boetias,  i.  343. 

Bolingbfoke,  Lord,  his  works,  i*  14^9 

Bolton,  Mr*  of  Birmingham,  ii.  32. 

Books  and  Bookfellers,  ii.  12,  162,  493. 

Boothby,  Mifi,  letter  of  Johnfon  to,  ii.  366*. 

Bofcawen,  Hpn.Mrs.  ii.  251* 

Bofvile,  Godfrepr,  Ei^.  ii.  326. 

Bofville,  Mrs.  1.  366* 

Bofwell  (the  authour  of  this  work) 

■  introduced  to  Johnfon,  i.  211* 

"  his  *  Account  of  Coriica,'  i.  298,  303^ 

4»^»9»SH-  ,    ,. 

■  deded  of  the  Literary  Club,  i.  408. 

■  his  «  Letter  to  the  People  of  Scotland,^ 
on  Mr.  Fox's  India  Bill,  ii.  478,  480. 

For  other  matters  fee  i.  257,  274,  283^ 


298*  3«9»  393  i  "•  3>  *7<5,  425,  s^^* 
—  Johnfon's  arguments  in  favour  of  his  tiy* 


ing  his  fortune  m  London,  ii,  c^6» 

Johnfon's  letters  to  him,  1.  258,  273, 


303»  9»  33»i  348»  35»»  387.  9*  4^4.  S>  6, 
8,  430*  »»  3»  5»  ^»  9»440i  X,  2,  4,  6,  7,. 
495*  ^»  7*  8,  9*  515;  11. 1, 4,  7, 9, 10,  II, 
12,  66^  94,  8,  9, 106,  107,  120, 1,  7, 131^ 
177,  180,  2,  2i8,  274,  8,  2S1,  igg,  6, 
307^  3">  322,  8,  370,  412,  422,  4,  J,  6, 
7>  43i»  46'*  47'.  480,  2,  3,  C36,  sss»  6. 
—  Letters  to  Johnfon  from  nim,  i.  348, 


3 Ji»  388, 428,  436,  8, 443,  5, 6, 455, 496,. 
514;  li.  10,  94,  106,  116,  120,4,  7»  '30, 
177*  8,  181,  3,  4,  5^  zi8,.272,  280,  295, 
3^5*8,310,321,5. 
BofwclUMrs.  i.  428,  430;  ii.  i8r,  3,  309,428. 

■  Letters  of  Johnfon  to,  ii.  93,  126,  427«.. 
■   -  Dr.  his  charaAer  of  Johnfon,  ii.  47. 

■  Mr..  Thomas  David,  ii.  321,  579.. 
Boucher,  Govefnour,ii.  381. 
Boufflers,  Mad.  de,  i.  513* 
Biaithwa'te,  Mft  it*  493* 

Bribery,  i.  477. 

Brocklefby,  Dr.  his  kind  attention  tojohnibn,. 
ii.439,  4j6o,  481,  527,  570. 

Xettera  of  Johnfon.  to,  ii.  4162,  537^ 


Brown,  Mr.  i.  13. 

Browne,  Sir  Thomas,  His  life  by  Johnfon,  i.  169.. 
Brydone's  Tour,  ii.  267. 
Buchan,  Earl  of,  anecaote  of,,  i.  370* 
Buchanan,  i.  250..     - 
Banyan's  *•  Pilgrim's  Progrefs,*  1.408* 
Bttrke,  Right  Hon.^  Edmund,  anecdotes  of  and 
remarks  on,    ik  27,  99,   246,  339,  343^. 

49'>5'5>55?*576-  ,.      .       , 

the  authour  introduced  to  mm,  i.  408. 

Burke» 


TABLE     OF     CONTENTS. 


Barke,  his  '  Effay  on  the  Sublime,*  &c.  u  3ig* 
-*—  his  *  Letter  oil  the  Affairs  of  America^' 

ii.  165* 
Berke.  Mr.  jan.  ii.  4.931  4* 
Barman »  his  life  by  johnfon,  it  77* 
Btxrnet's  Hiftory,  i.  392. 
Bamey,  Dr.  ii.  277. 
■  Johnfon's  letters  to  him,  i.  1599  1789  9, 

172;  ii.  465,  S43— ^554* 

Anecdotes  of  Johnion  related  by  him. 


1.  514;  ii.  41 1« 
Barney,  Mifs,  Johnfon's  praife  of  her  and  her 

workst  ii.  456,  491. 
■  her  imitations  of  Johnfon's  ftylc,  ii.  ^6j^ 

Burrowes*   Reverend  Robert,    his  remarks    on 

and  imitations  of  Johnfon's  ftyle,  iu  564. 
Burton's  '  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,'  ii,  2  j, 
•  Burton's  books,'  ii.  477. 
Bute,  Loni,  i.  481,  2 ;  ii.  40,  89,  406. 
Butter,  Dr.  ii.  i  jo,  570,  ^^ 

Byng,  Admiral,  his  epitaph,  i.  175. 
Byng,  Hon*  John,  his  Letter  to  Mr*  Mal<me« 

relative  to  Johnfon's  death,  ii*  579* 


C. 


CALLIMACHUS,  ii.  329. 
Cambridge  Univnfit^,  Johnfon's  vifit  to,  i*  t66m 
Cameron,  Dr.  Arclubakl,  i.  77. 
Campbell,  Hon.  Archibald,  i*  394;  ii*  497* 
■  Dr.  John,  i*  226,  394;  ii*  198* 


his 


Of  394 

« PoE 


ii*  26* 


tical  Surrey,* 


Dr*  Thomas,  i.  473^  5,  9« 
-  MongOy  iL  i66* 


Camus  Mtlcbhr,  i*  503. 

Capel's  Shakfpeare,  ii*  331* 

Cardefa,  Mrs*  ii.  33. 

'  Carelefi  Hulhand,*  origin  of  a  fccne  in  4hat 

comedy,  L  94* 
CarktoB,  Captain,  bb  *  MenoirSy'  iL  524. 
Carlifle,  Earl  of,  his  poems,  ii*  397* 
-  ■         his  tragedy,  ii*  470* 
Carter,  Mrs*  u  71;  ii.  491* 
Cator,  John»  Efq*  JolmCon'j  charaAa  of  him-— 

and  his  fine  feat,  ii*  513* 
Cattle  extraordinary,  ii*  t^i* 
Cave,  Mr*  Edward,  his  lite  by  Johnion,  k  138^ 

and  fee  i*  372  ;  ii.  24^* 
— —  Johnfon's  letters  to  him,  L  41,  $0,  61,  2, 

3,  70, 1,82,3. 
Chamberlayne,  Reverend  Mr*  ii.  498* 
Chambers,  Sir  Robert,  i*  432* 
^  Letter  from  Johnfon  to  him,  i.  149* 

Chapone,  Mrs.  letter  of  Johnfon  to,  ii*470* 
Chakemont,  Earl  of,  ii.  375* 


Charles  I.  i;  400,  1  r^i.  r    »  -.  •  -  w    f 
u   *  \  Johnfon  s  opinion  of. 

ChaHity,  ii.  3 1 ,  569,  and  tot  Marrii^e* 
Chatterton's  poems,  ii*  69. 
Chefterfield,  Lx>rd,  i.  99, 138,  391,  467  ;  ii.  265* 
289,  4j8,  C24. 

■  ■  his  •Letters,'  i.  144;  ii.  71* 

■  Johnfon's  ferere   letter  to    him,    i, 

141. 
Cheyne's  '  Englifh  Malady,'  ii.  94* 
Children,  i.  14,  245,  C14;  ii.  58,  126. 
Chriftian  religion,  evidence  of,  i*  246;  ii.  i66»- 

242. 
Churchill's  poetiy,  i%  227* 
Chymiftry,  i.  49^. 
Cibber,  Colley,  1.  94,  217,  320,  423  ;  ii.  8^, 

163,  468,  and  fee  Geor^  IL 
— —  Theophilus,  his  •  Lives  of  the  Poets,* 

ii.  5^9,  62* 
Ckroidoa,  Loxd,  coodnuaticMi  of  his  *  Hifiory,* 

ii*  12* 
Clazke,  Dr*  his  wotks,  ii.  ^78, 
Clarke,  Richaid,  Efq.  iL  478* 

*  Cleone,'  Dodiley's,  •  ii*  339* 

*  Clconice,'  Hoole'f ,  i*  442* 

Clergy  The,  u  368, 9, 409, 41  o»  ifffif*  lu  1331 

«35»  «40.  373»  4»  3^^* 

■  II  ■     Advice  to  a  young  clergyman,  u*  323* 

Clerk,  Sir  Philip  Jennings,  iL  377* 

CUve,  Lord,  ii*  298* 

Clive,  Mrs.  die  aarda,  iL  332,  468. 

Club,  Effcx-Head,  eflablilhcd  by  Johnfoo,  ii« 

475,  6,  8. 
Coachmakers'-liall  debating  ibcieQr,  iL  384,  5* 
Cobb,  Mrs*  ii*  ^j^  306.  ^^ 
Cock-lane  ghoft,  i.  220 ;  iu  2X2* 
Colle^Uons  in  writing,  their  ufe,  i;  320. 
Collins,  the  pott,  i.  20^ 
Cohnan,  Georce,  Eiq*  1*  461 ;  iL  roa,^^34* 
»  his  *  Letter  from  Lexiphanes,'  iu  562* 

Compliments,  ii.  197^ 
Conaelbenfion,  ii*  44. 
C9n^  d*  Elire^  iL  518* 
Coagreve,  his  works,  L  3t7, 322*^ 
Congreve,  Reverend  Mr.  i*  13  ;  ii«  $%• 
«  Cooooifibar,*  The,  L  228. 
O'Conor,  Charles,  E^  Johnion^  lettm  to,  cm 

lus  '  Account  of  Iceland,'  L  177 ;  iL  113. 
Controverfial  writings,  iL  24,  49. 
Convents,  i*  277* 
Conver&tion,  iu  25,  28,  41,  73,  164,  t^S,  $^6, 

435- 
Cook,  Capt*  ii*  47* 

-Convocation  The,  of  the  Clergy,  L  253 ;  iL 

Coriat  Tom*  L  ^70* 
Cork,  Earl  of,  iL  163* 
Corfican  language,  i*  315*  i6* 

A  2  Courtenay* 


TABLE     OF     CONTENTS 

Coarteoay^  John,  Kfq.  extiadls  from  his  poem    Dodflq^,  Roberta  ii.  zS,  Sig  359. 
on  johnfon's  charader,  i.  26,   I2i>  173^    Dominicetti^  i.  324. 
187,427;  ii.  C59.       ^  Doflie,  Mr.  ii.  334. 

Cowley,  Johnfon's  life  of,  ii.  346.  Douglas,  Dr.  (Biihopof  Carlifle,)  1. 12  J;  ii.  492*- 

Cowpcr,  Gilbert,  i.  344.  Douglas  caufe,  i,  300,  400,  3  ;  ii.  183. 

Crabbe,  Reverend  Mr.  his  'Village/  ii.  438.      Drake,  Admiral,  his  life  by  Johnfon,  i.  77,-8* 
Croft,  Reverend  Herbert,  ii.  ^05,  5pio.  Draughts,  the  game  of,  i.  1.74, 

■  his  '  Life  of  Yaung,'  1W261,  Dreams,  ii.  331. 

Cromwell,  Oliver,  Johnfon's  deugn  of  writing    Drummond,  Mr.  William,  Johnfoa^s  letters  to, 

his  life,  ii.  463.  i.  286,  8,  o. 

Croufaz,  i*  71,  84.  — — —  jyr.  11.  ge, 

Cruikfliank,  Mr.  letter  of  Johnfon  to,  ii.  547.      Drunkennefs. — See  Wine. 
CuUen,  Dr.  confulted  on  Johnfon's  illnefs,  ii.  482.     Dryden,  Johnfon's  life  of,  ii.  8y,  350. 
Cumberland,  Richard,.  Kfq.  ii.  365,  ^60*.  Di:uelling,  i.  372,  400 ;  ii.  450W 

Du  Halde's  *  Account  of  China,'  i.  302* 
Dunbar,.  Dr.  ii.  323. 
Duncombe,  Mr.,  ii.  240. 
D;  Dundas,  Ri^ht  Hon.  Henry,  ii.  i8o. 

Dunning,.  Mr.,  his:  high  compliment  to  Johnfon », 
DALRYMPLE,   Sir  John,    his   « Memoirs,'  ii.  197. 

i.  391.  Dyer's  «  rleccc,'  ii.  29*. 

Davies,   Mr.  Thomas,,  charafkr  and  anecdotes    Dyer,  Mr^  ii.  334. 
of,  i.  2x0,  211,305,  7,  321,429,476,9; 
ii.  65,  186,  201,  460*. 

■  ■■        Johnfon^s  kind  letters  to>  ii.  j^6o,  548*. 

■  his  '  Memoirs  of  Garrick,'  ii..322^  £». 
Deane's  *  Future  Life  of  Brutes,'  i.  301 . 

Death,  refle^ons  on,  i.  520,9;  ii.  229^  239*  ECCLES,  Reverend  Mr.  i.  195. 

456,  and  fee  Johnfon.  Edinburgh  Royal  Society  Tranikfliohs,  ab(ur(f 
Dedications   and  Prefaces    by    Johnfon,     and  criticifm  on  Johnfon  in,  ii.  343. 

remarks  on,  u.  8$,  ^,  9,  138,  174,  194,  Education,  i.  245,  5.14;  il.  21,  50,  154*  189^ 

8,.  9,  208,  272^  ^  285,  297,  389,  399;  269,  289,  512. 

ii.  109,  11^,  559.  Edwards,    Reverend  Dr.  letter  of  Johnfon  to>. 
Defoe,  Daniel,  li.  212.  ii.  277* 

Delaney's  '  Obfervations  on  Swift,*  ii.  202^  >     '  Mr.  (Johnfon's  fellow  collegian)  anec- 

Dempfter,  Geoi^e,  Efq.  i.  236,  451*  dotes  of,  ii.  234,  382. 

Dennis,  John,  ii.  64.  ^^  Eglintoune,  Alexander,  Eailof,  i.  307;  ii.  166^ 

Derby,  fome  particulars  as  to,  ii.  ijo*.  Kgotifm,  ii.  246,  313. 

Demck,  i.  213,  247*  8;  ii*  460.  '  Elibank,  Lord,  ii.  56. 

Defmoidins,  Mrs.  ii.  i86»  Eliot,  Mr.  of  Port-Eliot,  (now  Lord,)  ii.  376». 

Devaynes,  Mr.  ii.  489.  ..i—.  his  poHtenefs  to  Johnfon,  ii.  524. 

Devil,   his  influence   upon  the  fouls  of  men^  Ellis,  Mr.  John,  anecdotes  of,  ii*54* 

ii«  j^oo.  Elphinftone,   his.  edition  of   <  The  Rambler,* 
Dlcvonfhire,   Duke  of,  ii.  165;    and  Duchefs>  i-  113^- 

ii.^4i..  *  ■  Letters  from  Johnfon.  to  him,  i.  114,. 

Dick,  Sir  Alexander,  his  letters  tQ  and  concern-  115:. 

.  ing  Johnibn,  ii.  104,  12^,  480.  Elwal',  the  enthu£aft,  i.  363. 

'  Di^onary  of  the  Engliih  Language^' Johnfon's,  Emigration,  ii.  19 l. 

i.  98,0,  Loi».&c.358,  389;  ii.  302,  330.  Entails,  ii.  3,  ^/e^*  9,  16,  i<6. 

I  Firft  publiflicSd,  1.  162.  ■  Johnfon's  letters  on,  ii.  4,  7. 

m Epitome  of,  i.  168.  Epilogue  to  *  The  Diftreft  Mother,'  i.  22. 

■  Warrick's  Epigram  on,  i.  166..  Epifcopacy,  ii.  280,  492,  518. 

Dilly,  Melfieurs,  ii.  80,  iii,  400,  9.  Epitaphs,  i.  514;  ii.  450,  566. 

»m   .  ■■  letters  of  Johnfon  to,  ii.  123,  477.  Erikine,  Hon.  Thomas,  i.  369,  370. 

Dodd,  Reverend  Dr.   ii.   118,  19,  144,  152,  Eumelian  club,  1^567. 

201,  214,  221.  Exhibition  of  paintings,  i,  197.. 
Johnibn's  afliftance  to  him>  ii..iJ9, 124, 
134,512. 

FABLE, 


TABLE     OF      contents: 


F. 

FABLE,  (ketch  of  one  by  Johnfon,  i.  404* 

Falconer,  Reverend  Mr.  ii.  280.. 

Falkland's  iflands,  i.  345. 

Fame,  i.  24^;  ii.  210,  258/491. 

Farmer^  Reverend  Dr.  letters  from  Johnfbn  to, 

^      i- 334;  "-37- 
Favours,  nnrcafonable,  i.  200. 

Females,  of  their  fuccefHon  to  land,  ii.  3,  9,  39. 

Ferguflbn,  Sir  Adam,  1.  367. 

FergiiiTon,  the  aibonomer,  i.  324.' 

Feudal  fyftem,  i.  371,  387,  423  ;  ii.  3,  &€•  15, 

209,  2-10. 
Fiekling's  works,,  i.  299,  369;  ii.  66^ 
Fingal. — See  Offian^ 
Fitzherbert,  Mr.  ii.  i4r. 
Fiatman's  poems,  ii.  59. 
Flint,  Bet,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  390. 
Flood,   Right  Hon.  Henry,   his  epitaph  on 

Johnfon,  ii.  582* 
Floyer,  Sir  John,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  48^. 
Foote,  'Samuel,    anecdotes    and    charadkr    of, 

»•  3^i»  2»  3*  3S7  ?  ii-  »9«  ^3i  4i  i^3»  4> 
4j6,  491 .. 

Fbibes,  Sir  William,  ii.  I'jS^ 

Ford,  Parfon,  ii.  263. 

Fox,  Rieht  Hon.  C.  J.  ii.  212,  433,  ;o2. 

France,  Johnfon's  vifit  to,  i.  498,  9. 

■  his  Journal  there,  i,  joi ,  &/ff* 

Francis's  Horace,  ii.  267. 

Franklin,  Rev..  Dr.  his  <  Demonax,'  ii.  344. 

French  language,  Johnibn's  knowledge  of,  i.  3i4> 

C12. 

French,    their  manners  and  writings,    i.  342; 

ii.  26c,  46^. 
Frederick  III.  hi»  life  by  Johnfon,  i.  1 69* 
Friends  and  Friendihip,  i.  84,  165,  373;  ii.  195, 

226,  289. 
■  departed,  i.  115;    ii.  132,  239,  312, 


Garrick,  Peter,  i.  4^7 ;  ii.  34,  7,  306. 
■  Mrs.  ii.  380. 

Gaftrel,  Mrs.  ii.  39,  40,  306* 
General  warrants,  i.  310. 
Gentility,  i.  268,  474. 
Gentleman,  Mr.  Francis,  i.  208. 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  i.  56,  &c. 
King  George  I.  1.  474. 

II.  i.  77,  8,  94,  474. 

III.  his  acceifion   and   character,. 
i.  204;  ii.  319. 

—  Johnfon's interview  with,  i.  291 . 


Ghofts,  i.  219,  363,  372;  ii.  190,  231,  294, 

'    "       feme  ftbries  as  to,  i.  371,4;  ii.  231, 

263.  •  * 

Gibbon,  Edward,  Efq.  i.  478,  488;  ii.  377. 
-  his  imitation  of  Johnfon's  ftyle,  ii.  563. 

Gxllefpie,  Dr.  confulted    on   Johnfon's  iUdds, 

ii.  480. 
Glow-worm,  Johnfon's  fable  of,  i.  404. 
Gluttony,  i.  2fy. 

Goldfaith,  Dr.  Oliver,  chandler  of,  i.  223 ,  ^/e^. 
— — —  anecdotes  of,  i.  225,  230,  296,  310, 

374»  390»  4»  8,  9,  418,  420,  i,  2  5  ii.  63, 

244,  283,  397,  ^38. 
■  ■  his  death,  1.  436. 

I  Johnfon*s  epitaphs  on  him,  ii.  91  j  3*  - 

his  Iwt  mots  on  J ohnfon,  i.  307, 404,  7  7 


11..  490. 

Johnfon's  opinion   of  him   and    his 


Future 


ic  nate  of 


man,,  ii,  173,^225, 450.. 


G. 


GAMING,  i.  370;  ii.  ;^* 

'  Ganganelli's  Letters,'  ii.  224. 

Gardiner,  Mrs.  ii.  469. 

Garrick,  David,  anecdotes  of,  i.  44,  8,  90,  8, 
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Wales,  i.  439. 

France,  u  498,  p*— His  account 


his  various  places  of  refidence,  ii  302. 

his  long  illneft  and  gradual  decline, 
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— — his  MS.    account  of  his  own   life, 

■     ■      I     his  death,  ii.  {79.-»His  funeral,  58  z» 
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1.  170,  230.  4,  253,  304,  332,  7,  9,  344, 
5»  359»  .?67.  382,  396,  8,  461,  474,  8, 
481,  9;  u.  Sj,  145, 175,  2i2,  7,  241,  8*. 

267*  373»  7»  38S,  ZS9,  4' J»  43**  5»  ^»  8,. 
454,  483.  4. 

__; and  pamphlets,  i.  74,  332, 
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catalogue  of  woiks  propofed  to  be 
executed  by  him,  ii.  557. 
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nology,'  i.  198*9.  ^^  Lee,  Arthur,  £fq.  ii.  82. 

•  M.  D.  a  traeedy  by,  ii.  195.  Lenox,  Mrs.  i.  138, 188,  442. 
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Jonnfon's  letters  to  mm,  i«  3S2>  ii*  u.  5^59. 
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Loughborough,  Lord,  his  talents  and  great  good 

fortune,  i.  209. 
Loyalty,  il.  436. 

Lucan,  Lord,  ii.  380 ;  and  Lady,  ii.  j20. 
•*  Lakers  iron  crown."-— See  Zeck. 
'Lumifdaine,  Andrew,  Efq.  i.  {ii. 
Luton-Hoe,  Lord  Bute's  feat  at,  ii.  406. 
Luxury  and  Extravagance,  i.  367,  395,  ii.  22, 

72,  221,  8,  242,  263. 
Lydiat,  i.  104. 
Lyttelton,  George  Lord,  his  works,  i.  294,  343  ; 

ii.  60. 

•  ■  I  ■  ■        his  life  by  Johnfbn,  ii.  360,  ^05. 

■  Thomas  Lord,  his  vifion.  ii.  50^, 


M. 

MAC  AULA  Y,  Mrs.— Johnfon's  opinion  of  her 
and  her  works,  i.  243,  ^06;  ii.  89, 164. 

Macaulay's  account  of  St.  Kilda,  i.  300. 

Macbean,  Mr.  ii*  J7»  327. 

I  his  Didionary  of  Gfography,  389. 

« Macbeth,'  Johnfon's  *  Obfervations  on,'  pub- 
lifhed,  i.  95. 

M|ccaronick  venes,  ii.  222. 

Macclesfield,  Lady,   the  poet  Savage's  reputed 

*' !-'a^'»  i*. 90-94-  . 
MacDbnald,  Sir  James,  i.  244. 

■  *  ■  ,..^n  *^J-S^  Alexander,  i.  359. 

Macklin]^  tbfi^Dmedian,  i.  209. 

Maclaurin,  Mr.  i.  486. 

Maclean,  Sir  Allan,  ii.  103,  1240 

Maclean,  Mr.  Alexander,  i.  514^ 

Macpherifon,  James,  Eiq.  .i.  444,  6,  8. — And  fee 

Oifian. 

•  Johnfon's  letter  to  him,  i.  449. 

Macquarry,  ii.  124,  130.^ 

Macqueen,  Mr.  Donald,  i.  496. 

Madden,   Dr.    his  <  Boulter's  Monument,'    i. 

«7 


Madncis^  i.  214;^.  158. 
Mahogany,  a  liquor  fo  called,  ii.  376. 


Mallet,  David,  L  344,  405;  ii.  289,  4J3, 
— —  his  •  Life  of  Bacon,'  ii.  169. 
Malone,  Edmond,  Efq.  ii.  246,  416. 

■  Letters  of  Johnfon  to,  ii.  416. 

*  Man  of  Feeling,'  (Novel,)  i.  1915. 
Manning,  Mri.  (thecompoiitor,)  ii.  51 7. 
Mansfield,  Lord,  i.  360,  461  ;  ii.  211,  440. 
Manucci,  Count,  iL  96. 

Maps,  i.  482. 

Marchmont,    Earl  o£,  i.  361  {    ii.   ^259,  2929 

Marlborough,  Duchefs  of,  i.  81 ;  ii.  377* 

*  Marmor  r^orfolcienfe^  **  74* 

Marriage,  1.  203,  325,. 331,  356,  364;  iL  31, 
33»  4W  5»  5^.  284,  J02,  312,  409* 

■  ■  ■  fecond,  i.  ^12,  344. 

■I  I  *  Matrimonial  Ihougfat,'    a  fong,  i. 

Martinelli,  Signer,  his  Hiftoiy  of  En^nd,  i. 

Mary,  Queen  of  Scots  i»  192,  429,  437,  445:. 
Mafon,  Reverend  Mr.  William,  i*  4>  5f  471 ;  ii. 

59,  229,  514. 
Mafquerades,  i.  389. 
Mattaire,  ii.  329. 
Maxwell,  Reverend  Dr.  bis  commimications  as 

to  Johnfon,  i.  356,  &c. 
Mayo,  Reverend  Dr.  i.  417,  18. 
Melancholy,  refie^ons  on,  i.  «8,  186;  it.  11, 

22,  46,  94,  101,  132,  158,  168,  313. 
Melandihon,  ii.  118,  120. 
Melmoth,  Mr.  his  '  Letters,'  ii.  489* 
Memis,  Dr.  i.  443,  6,  8,  491 ;  ii.  103. 
Metaphyiicks,  i.  316,  327. 
Metcalfe,  Philip,  ^<^.  ii.  429. 
Methodifts,  i.  249,  462. 
Mickle,  Mr.  ii.  coo. 

■'  his  •  LuuacI,'  ii.  47.3;  ^  ^ 

Millar,  Andrew,  anecdote  of,  i.  i  $9. 
Miller,  Lady,  i.  472. 

Milne,  Mr.  the  arcbitedt,  defended,  i.  191. 
Milton,  his  grand-daughter^  i.  125. 

■  ■  Johnfon *8  life  of,  ii.  348. 
Mimickry,  i.  357. 

Miracles,  i.  241. 

*  Mirror  The,'    periodical  paper    pftfeMed  to 

Johnfon  by  its  authours^  ii.  5^. 

*  Modem  Chara^krs  from  Shakfpeare,'  ii.  2q6. 
Monaileries,  i.  198^  ii.  zo. 

Monboddo,  Lord',  and  his  works,  i.  3it>3$3> 

396,  422,  497^  ii.  405,  489. 
Monckton,  Hon.  Mifs,  Johnfon's  pleafantry  Xo^ 

ii.   394 ;  the  authout's  vcrfes  to,  «^..  ^ 
Monro,  Dr.  his  opinion  on  Johnfon's  illnefs, 

ii.  482. 
Montagu,  Mrs.  her  •  Effay  on  Shakfpeare,':  i.  31 8. 
■  ■    Anecdotes  of»  ii.  198,  372,  491. 
B  Montrofe, 
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Moiitrofe  {late)  Duke  of,  anecdote  of,  ii.  19$.  Orery,  Lord,  t.  100,  345 ;  iL  240,  43S.. 

Monuments  in  St.  Paul's  church,  i.  408.  "  his  life  of  Swift,  ii.  202. 

More,  Mifs  Hannah,  ii,  491*  Olbam,  Francis,  his  works,  u  580* 

Morris,  Mifs,  Johnfon's  lait  words  fpokcn  to  her,  Ofbome,  the  bookfeller,  anecdote  of,  i.  8i« 

ii.  579.  Offian's  Poems,  their  claims  to  authenticity  and 

Mounfcy,  Dr.  his  charafler,  i.  306*  merit  difculTed,   i.   ^13,  343,  4(^4,,  6,  7, 

Moumftnart,   Lord,    i.  281;   ii.   17,  44,  98,  4^,  5,   6,   7,  461,  477,  497;   ii.   7©^ 

305,406.                                          ^  474-      ,        •               * 

Aludgc,  Reverend  Dr.  Zachar)%  i.  206;  ii.  ^j^,  Oftcntation,  i,  254,  303;  ii.  68,  33 ii. 

387.       ^                                                 '  •  Othello,*  ii.  64. 
— — —  Dt.  ii.  46^6. 
Murphy,  Arthur,  E{q.  i.  194,  344: 

m     ,    ' '  his  poetical  Epiftle  to  JoKnfon,  i,  193.  '  , 

Murray,  Mr.    Solicitor-General    of  Scotland,  P. 

ii.  ^8. 

Mufick,  i.  400,  51  c;  ii.  172,  340.                 ^  PALMERSTON,  Lord,  ii.  461,  520. 

Myddelton,  Qolonel,  his  um  and  infcription  in  Pamphlets,  iL  243. 

honour  of  Johnfon,  ii.  581.  Paoh,  General,  i.  310,314,  399;   ii«  61,  144^ 

Paradifcy  John,  Efq.  letter  of  Johnfon  to,  ii, 

N.  547. 

Parim  Clerks,  ii.  40 j. 
NARES,  Reverend  Mr.  John,  his  «  Elements  of    Parker,  Sackville,  ii.  J09. 

Orthoepy,'  and  imitations  of  Johnfon 'sftyle,  Pamell,  Dr. — Goldfmith's  lifeof>  i.  3^5. 

ii.  564.  — — —  Johnfon *s.  life  of,  ii.  357;— his^  cpi 


National  debt,  i.  344..  on,  ii.  157. 

dill 


epitaph 


Natural  afitcAion,  i.  325.  ■  a  difputed  paiTage  in  his  poems^  u.  184* 

Negroes,  ii.  94,  95,  103,  124,  174,  9,  182.  293. 

Newhaven,  I^rd,  ii.  303.  ^  Parr,  Reverend  Dr.  ii.  336,  582. 

Newton^  Sir  Ifaac,   eloquent  praife  of  him  by  Paterfon,  Mr.  Samuel  and  his  Son,  ii.  486*  7  ; 

Johnfon,  i.  342^  and  (be  458. 

«■■  Dr.  Thomas,  (late  Bifiiop  of  Briftol,}  Patriotifm,  i.  478. 

ii.  497*     ^  Pcarce,  l>..Zachary,  i»  163;  iL  113. 

Nichols,  Dr.  ii.  150.  -Peers,  Heufeof,  iia26i» 

—  I  Mr.  John,  ii.  430,  549. ,  •  Peere  of  Scotland,   their  undue  inflaeace»    ii^ 

Nicoll,  Mr.  George,    ktter  of  Johdbn  to,  11.  471,  »• 

547.  Pembroke  College,  Oxford^  eminent  men  edu* 
Nollekens,  Mr.  ii.  271.  cated  there,  i.  33. 

Nonjurors,  i..463.  498.^  Pembroke,  Lord,  i.  46;* 

NowelU  Reverend  Dr.  ii.  503,  4.  Pendergraft,  flrange  anecdote  of,  u  374. 

Ni{ y«if  cp;^sTflu,  the  motto  on  Johnfon's  watch»  Pennant's  'Tour,'  ii.  215.^  ^ 

i*  303  i— and  fee  '  Corredions,  &c.*  P^nfion,  Johnfon'9,  i.  204,  ^/ff»  233* 

Percy,  Dr.  (Bifhop  of  Diomore,)   i.  ^65;  ii* 
214.^ 

C  ■  his   *  Reliqucs    ef  Ancient    Ptetiy,* 

i.  272. 

ODE  to  Friendihip,.  by  Jehnfba,  u  84.  »  letters  on  the  difierence  between  JoknfoA 

Oglethorpe,  General,  anecdotes  of,  i.  65,  372,  3^,  and  him,  ii.  91 8« 

479,  480  ;  ii.  73,  221,  435,  6.  Perkins*  Mr.  ii.  377,  ^. 

Oldfield,  UT^  anecdote  of,  ii.  73.  Peterborough,  Ix>rd,  ii.  524. 

Oldham's  imitation  of  Juvenal,  i.  59^.  Petitions*  popular,  i.  319. 

Oldys's  pare  in  Harleian  mifcellaay,  i«  94.  Philips,  the  mufic&n,  J ohnibn's  epitaph  on,  i.  78. 

Omai,  ii.  48.  ■  Mifs,  (the  finger,)  ii.  458. 

Otatory,  i.  391,  473  5  "•  390»  j['5«  Philofophy,  ii.  23^. 

Orford,  Lord,  his  gallery  ot  piAiiKs,  ii.  52;.  Pig,  the  learned,  11.  5^2. 

Orme,  Mr.  i.  450;  ii.  223.  Piozzi,  Mrs.,  u  269;  ii,   15,  378,  429^  492^. 
Captain,  ii«  38K  562* 

*Piozzi> 
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Piczzi,  Mrs.  aaecdotes  related  by  her  of  John-    Publick  amufementSi  i.  367, 
fon  refuted  or  explained^   u   11,  29,  43 >    Puas>  i.  39()  409^ 
a25»  263,  378,  381,  479;   ii.  515,  528, 

5^9^533- 
■■             Letter  from  her  to  Johnfon,  iu  314. 
..—^j: frrm  Johnfon  to  her,   ii.  315,  Q^ 

459- 

Burlefquc  Ode  to  her,  ii*  ^62*  QUAKERS,  ii.  32,  450. 


Pitt,  Right  Hon.  William,  his  letter  to  the  Au- ■    ^  of  their  women  preaching,  L  2^2. 

thoui  0.1  his  exertions  for  Govemment,  ii.  Queenfberry,  Duke  of,  (late,)  i.  489. 

480.  Quintillian,  ii.  34J. 

Pit/f  i-  237*^ 

Planta,  Mr.  i.  j^cp. 

Planting  trees,  li.  105,  175. 

Poetry,  reflexions  on,  u  480;  ii«  63,  146,  207,  R. 

347-     ^ 

■  of  Dr>  Johnfon»   while  youi\g,  i.  11,  RACKSTROW,  Johnfon's  Colonel  in  thj  Train* 

ifi^fiij.  bands,  ii.  C16. 

Poets^  Jchmbns  Lives  of — See  Lives.  'Rambler,'  Jonnfon'*,    publiftied,   i.   108,  9, 
Politian's  poems,  Johnfon *s  projected  tranflation  110,113. 

of,  1.  41.  —— *_  remarks  on,  i.  123  ;  ii.  65,  42  J. 

Pope,  i.  75,  516,  471,  9;  ii.  262,  292,  354,  Ramfay,  Allan,  Efq.  ii.  203,  251,  287,  303, 

50^.  ^  Rank,  its  importance  in  fociety,  i.  240,  3,  556, 

-  his    '  Mefliah'    tranflated  into  Latin   by  467. 
Johnfon,  i.  25.  «  Raifelas,  Prince  of  Abyflinia,'  Johnfon 's,  t.  41, 

his  '  Homer,'  ii.  207,  500.  '^»  J[»  ^35  ^  ^^  242,  400. 

his  "  Umverfal  Prayer,'  ii.  261.  Reading,  the  manner  and  effedl  of,   i.  24,  400, 
his  '  Ei&y  on  Man,'  ii.  299.  483;    ii.  6^,  169,  zt},' i^t,  34.0,  4^3, 

his  life  by  Johnfon,  ii.  352.  {10,12. 

Porter,  Mrs.  (afterward  Johnfon's  wife,)  i.  43,  Rein-deer,  of  introducing  into  England,  i.  $6S, 

46.  Relationfhip,  u  371. 

■■  •  ■  Mrs.  Lucy,  ii,  34,  306 ;— Johnfon's  Religion,  and  religions  eftablifhments,  Johnfon's 
lines  to,  i.  42.    '  opinion  concerning,  i.  29,  168,  21^;,  219, 

■  —  Johnfon's  letters  to,  i*  246,  327,  8,  341,  3»  5,  355.  6>  362,9, 
500,15  ii.  293,  382,  416,  417,  461,  377»  41 5»  434;  "•  *0' 3*>  7*  4*>  23 >»3^4> 
477»9»  5^^'                                                            402— A,  4C2,  7,  576. 

—  Mrs.  (the  adlrefs,)  ii.  468.  ■    ■    >  the  Roman  Catholick  and  Prefbyterian, 


Portmore,  Lor«l,  ii.  485.  i.  427,  8,  419;  ii«  ^03,  409. 

Prayer,  ii.  j02.  *  Refpuhlic*e^  (the  work  fo  entitled)  ii.  71. 

Predeftination,  a*  327  ;  ii.  46.  -  Review,.  Johnfon's    plan   of  an  intended  one,' 

Prefentiment,   a   remarkable    ftory    concerning,  i.  x  56,  7. 

i.  374,  Reviews,  Mdnthhr  and  Critical,  and  Reviewers, 

Priellley,  Dr.-*Johnfon's  opinion  of,  i.  341;            i*295»  ii*  ^»  6,  361,  451. 

ii.  464,  5.  Reynolds,  Sir  Jofhua,  i.  132,  444;  ii.  64*  331, 

Pringle,  Sir  John,  ii.  80.  528,  f77« 

Printing,  ii.  62.  ■■                 his  *  Difcourfcs,'  ii.  279,  j  17. 

ancient,  i.  509.  ■                  Letters  from  Johnfon  to  him,  i.  zb"^^ 

Prior's  poetry,  i.  313  ;  ii.  168,  295.  349;  ii.  430,  4^8,  474,  524,  548,9% 

Pritchard,  Kirs,   i.  478  ;  ii.  a68.  ^^               Rhyme,  its  excellency,  1.232. 

Procurators  of  Edinburgh,  tneir  cafe,  ii.  406,    Richardfon,   Samud,   anecdotes  of,    i«  77 ;    ii« 

&c.  16^9241. 

•  The  Proje^,'  a  poem,  ii.  243.  ■ his  woiks    praifed,    i.   299,  342,. 

Pronunciation,  i.  360,  2  ;  ii.  171.  369. 

Proftttution,  i.  248  \  ii.  52.  ^            Riches,  i.  365  ;  2ii,  242,  405,  424,  438. 

Providence,  a  particular;  fentiments  as  to,    ii.     Ridicule,  ii.  337. 

4.89.                    %  Riots  in  1780,  account  of,  ii.  3x7,  3^22* 

Proflla,  King  of,  his  writings,  1.  236.  Rifingcarfy,  ii,  XJ3. 

B  2  IVobertlbfi, 
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Kbfi^tfbn,  Reverend  Dr,  WHliam>  ii.  251. 

^     -  his  works,  i.  280,  3019.406;  ii.  25V 
■■  his  imitation  ot   Johofon'a  ftylc,  ii.- 

T^ochefter's  poems,  ii..i68.- 
Kotc,  his  '  Di^ionary  of  Trade  and  Commerce,' 

iM94.- 
—  anecdotes  of,  i,  195. 
Romances,  i.  15  ;  ii.  337. 
Round  Robin,  (Jiterary,)  ii.  gz. 
Rouffeau,  1.278. 
Rowe,  Mrs.  her  works,  i.  27 1 . 
Royal  Academy  inftitutcd,  i.  308. 
Rudd,  Mm.  Margaret  Caroline,  ii.'90,  ayr. 
Ruffhead's  life  of  Pope,  i.  ^6^» 
Ruilia:,  Emprefs  of,  li.  131, .2 80.^ 
Rutty,  Dr..  Us  *  Spiritual  Diary,'  ik  L55.. 


Sbakfpeare,  compared  with  Congrere,   i.  317,. 

322- 
■■ '   ■  ■'  »■  ■  with  CorneiUe,  ii,  337. 

■  — — ^  with  Milton,  ii»  372. 

Johnfon's  opinion  of,  ii.  338,  34.2. 
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SAILORS,  their Ufe,  ii..2i,  211,  473. 

Salamanca  Umy^rCitf,  u  247.^ 

Sarpi,  Paolo,  his  *  Council  of  Trent,'  i.  69. 

■  his  life  by  Johnfon,  i.  77. 
Savage,  Richara,  anecdotes  of,  i.  64,  87. 

■  his  life  by  Johnfon,  i.  83,  7,  g,  gi* 
■■  enquiry  as  to  his  birth,  i»  9i-*-4* 

■■  his  tra^y  of  Sir  Thomas  Overbury 

prefented,  li.  iij. 

Savages,  ii.  69,  2co,-449,  510- 

Scar&ale,  Lord,  his  feat  at  Keddleftone,  u  148- 

Schoolmaflers,  reflexions  on,  i.  45,  353. 

■■  law  caies  as  to,  i.-37jf  7  ;  ii-179* 

180. 

Scorpion,  curious  enquiry  concerning,,  i.  301. 

Scotch,  remarks  on  their  pronunciation,  i.  360* 

i  Lairdg,  uzzz* 

Scotland,  and  the  Scotch,  Johnfon's  opinion*  of 
xad^mots  on,  ii.231,  301,  312,  313,  34c, 
394,  409, 440,  450,  J,  7, 486,  495^  ii.  17, 
4^  4*  70*'  88,  154,  191,  334,  389^  409, 

434- 
Scott,  Sir  William,  i;  ^47 ;  ii.  209,  383. 

Scriptures^  The  Holy,  it.  74* 

I     ■  Johnfon's  letters  on  the  propofal  to 

tranflate  them  into  £rfe,  i».l86,  8,. 9. 

Seriptur^phrafes,  i.  392. 

Second^fight,  L  277,  355,  461* 

Seledled  works,,  ii.j;^,.!  88. 

Senfibility,  i.  321 ;  11.40,  454,  ;•- 

Sermons,  the  beft,  ii.  201. 

Servants,  i.  394,;  ii.  242. 

Seward,  Reverend  Mr.  ii.  37,  143,  306. 

■  ■  Mifs  Anna,  i.  ir  ;  ii.  38,  523. 
t  ■  William,  Efq,  ii. 'I2i«. 
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■  '  Johnfon's  edition  of  his  plays,  1.  9  j, 
i75»  6,9,  i8o,.3,  20i,.265;-^publifhea, 
i*  270,  334,  389 ;— 'remarks  on,  i.  271, 
380;  ii.  72.  395. 

Sharpens  *  Letters  on  Italy,'  ii,.72. 

Shaw,  Cuthbert,.his  poem  of  *  The  Race,'  i-299, 

Reverend  Mr.  his  Eric  Grammar,  ii.  107,. 

108,  474. 

Shebbeare,  Dr.  ii.  396. 

Shenftone,  his  verfes  on  an  inn,  ii.  29. 

Sheriilan,  Thomas,  Efq.  i..  208,  9,  246,  318^ 

344^  3^*  •  462  ;  Ji.  44»  283, 452,  5,  522. 

■  Mrs.  r.  210* 

— — —  R.  B.  Efq,  his  compliment  to  John* 

fon  in  a  prologue,  ii.  11^^ 
Shipley^  Dr.  (late  Bilhopof  St.  Afaph,)  ii.  203,  5:, 

469. 
Short- hand,  i.  399;  ii*  214. 
Siddons,   Mrs.    her  vifit  to  Johnfon,  !!•  4,67, 

Sibbald,  Sir  Robert,  M.  D.  curious  account  of* 

ii.  188. 
Simpfon,  Jofeph,  Efq.  anecdotes  of,  i.  2661  ii.  58. 
*■  Letter  from  Johnfon  to,  i.  1 88. 

Sin,  original,  ii.  403. 
Skene,  Sir  John,,  ii.  308.. 
Slavery,  and  the  Slave-trade,^  ii.  1 74,  9  ;-»-flnd . 

fee  Negroes. 
Sleep,  ii.  153,4. 

Smart,  Chriflopher,  i.  168,  214,476. 
Smith,  Dr^  Adam,  ii.  252. 
his  *  Wealth  of  Nations,'  ii.  j6. 

■  Captain,  his  attention  to  Johnfon  at 
Warley-camp,  ii.  274. 

Society,  civilized,  its  cuftpms,  8cc.  i.  238,  240, 
243,278,325,401;  11*209,381. 

Soldiers,  ii.  48,  21  x,  273. 

Somerville,  Lord,  ii.  354. 

Southwell,  Lord,  ii.  438. 

•  Spedator  The,'  i.  392,  490 ;  ii.  60,  7. 

Spctice's  'Anecdotes,'  ii.  365. 

Spirits,,  evil,,  ii.  50c.- 

Stanhope,  Mr..  (Lord  Chefterfield's  fon,)  his 
charader,  i.  144. 

Statuary,  ii.  22,  190. 

Staunton,. Sir  George,  letter  of  Johnfon  to,  i.  199. 

Steele,  Right  Hon.  Thomas,  i.  74. 

Mr.  his  '  ProJifi//a  RathaaUs,'  i.  466. 

■  Sir  Richard,  li.  27,  356,  3g3. 
Sleevens,  George,   Efq.   rc-pnbliflies   Johnfon's 

Shakfpeare,  i.  334,  389. 
II     ■■  Johnfon's  letters  to,  i.  431,  2 ;  ii.  I02v 

Steevens,.. 


TABLE      OF      CONTENTS. 


Steevenf,  George*  Efq.  communications  from  as 
to  Johnfon,  ii.  518,  ^y^f- 

Sterne,  i.  398. 

Stirling  Corporation,  i.  492* 

Strahan,  William,  Efq.  i.  464;  iu  275;— his 
letter  as  to  obtaining  Johnfon  a  feat  in  par- 
liament, i.  346. 

■  jun,  his  death,  and  Johnfon's  letter  on, 

ii.  389. 

Mrs. — Johnfon's  letters  to,    ii,   389, 


4'y 


Reverend  Mr.  ii.  57*7. 


Stratford- Jubilee.-— See  Garrick. 

Stuart,  Hon.  Colonel  James,  ii.  297. 

Stuart,    Andrew,    Efq.    his    *  Letters  to  Lord 
Mansfield,'  i.  ao2^ 

Study,  method  of,  i.  233,  258* 

Style,  ii.  220. 

■         Johnfon's,  remarks  on,   and  on  the  imi- 
tations of,  1.  222  ;  ii.  1 56. 
inftapces  of  particular  imitations^  ii.  561, 


Suicide,  1.  402;-  ii.  423. 

Swearing,  i«  364;  ii.  166. 

Sweden,  King  of,  ii.  iji. 

Swift,  letter  to,    as  to  Johnfon  *s  obtaining  a 

degree,  i,  67. 
— —  Johnfon's  opinion  of  his  works,   i.  245-, 

306,  462. 

his  life  by  Johnfon,  ii.  $6$» 

Swinton,  Reverend  Mr.  anecdote  of,  i.  148. 
Sydenham,  Dr.-^Johnfon's  life  of,  i.  81  • 


T. 


TACITUS,  remarks  on  his  ftylc,  !•  378. 

•  Tale  of  a  Tub,'  i.  245,  462. 

•  Taxation  no  Tyranny,*  i.  458. 

■  I  additional  paifages  in  that  pamphlet, 

i.  4J9. 
Taylor,  Dr. — Johnfon's  vifit  to,  ii.  42,    128, 
161. 

■  Johnfon's  letters  to,  ii.  458,  4.87. 

■  Reverend  Dr.  i.  13,  33,  106,  129;  ii. 
42,  134,  i46>  161. 

—  the  Chevalier,  ii.  291. 
Jeremy,  ii.  503. 


Tea,  1.  172. 

Temple,  Reverend  Mr.  i.  277,  460. 


his  well-written  chaiadler,  of  Gray^  ii. 


Te(V,  i.  463. 

Teftiraony,  |jcneral,  i.  232,  3>.24U 

Theocritus,  11.  329. 

Thomas  a  Kempis,  ii.  186,  491. 

Thomfoh,   Reverend  James,   his  cafe,    ii.   74, 

the  poet,  his  works,   i.  ^46,  306; 


11.  62» 


272. 


anecdotes  of,  ii.  1 1 79  1 30^ 


Thornton,  Bonne!,  his  burlefque  Ode,,  i.  227. 
Thrale,  Mr.  i.  267,  313;  ii.  32, 187,  326,  380. 
■'  hisdearii,  ii.  379, 

■  fale  of  his  brewhoufc,  ii.  410* 

'  Mrs. — See  Piozzi. 
Thurlow,  Lord,  an  opinion  of  his  on  the  Liberty 

of  the  Pulpit,  ii.  79. 

'         Letter  to  Dr.  Johnfon  fiomhim,  ii. 


327. 


Johnfon's  opinion  of,  ii.  441* 
-  his  letter  to  the  authour,  on  Johnfon's 


going  to  Italy,  ii.  526.. 

Johnfon's  letter  to  him  on  that  occa« 


425- 


fion,  ii.  53  y. 
Toleration,  i.  41  j,  418;  ii. -28^,  335,  452. 
Topham's  Cafe,  li.ji  *. 
Torture,  how  ufed  in  Holland,  i.  2^^» 
Tory,  Johnfon's  definition  of,  ii.  399,  501.. 
Towers,  Dr.  Jofeph,  i.  460. 
I  his  *  EflSiy  on  the  Life,'  &c.  o^  Johnfon, 

ii-  348- 
Townfhend,  Right  Hon.  Charles,   anecdote  of,. 

i.  398. 
Trade,  Johnfon's  remarks- on,  1*323. 
Tranflation,  i.  39 ;  ii.  62. 
•  Traveller,  The,'  Goldfmith's  poem  of,  1. 
Johnfon's  lines  in,  i.  276.— His  high' 

praife  of,  ii. 
Travelling,  ii.  47,61,  194,213,  233,  270,  i, 

5io,ci7. 
Travels,  the  aathour's,  his  intention  of  publiih- 

ing,  ii.  233. 
Trimbleftown,  Lord,  ii.  188. 
Trinity,  Johnfon's  belief  in,  and  juft  difappro* 

bation  of  its  being  difcuiTed  in  a  mixed 

company,  i.  419. 
Truth,  importance  of  a  regard  to,  i.  237  ;  ii.  ig, 

J  St,  188,  9,   300,  332,  379,  434,  440, 

S07»  544-. 
Twifs's  travels  in  Spain,  i.  477.. 

Tyers,  Mr..  Tllomas,..  anecdotes  of,  ii.  Z37. 

Ty tier's  vindication  of  Mary  Queen  o£  Scots, 

i.  192. 


*  Since  the  note  referred  to  was  written^  the  Cafe  has  received  the  determination  of  the  Court  of  King's.  Bench  ; 
but  it  turned,  chiefly  on  the  informality  of  the  Indt^ment,  and  d.d  not  go  iob  the  general  principles  of  <<  Ptb^s  on  the 
</au//*i— See  Term  Reports,  Hilary  Term*  31  Ceo.  III» 

U.  and  V. 


TABLE     OF  CONTENTS. 

U  dud  V.  Warton,  Reverend  Dr.  Jofeph,   his  «  Eflay  on 

Pope's  Genius,'  &c.  !•  243. 

•  VANITY  of  human  Wiflica/  Johnfoo'i  poem* Letters  of  Johnfon  to,  i,  136,  535. 

i.  103,    >  -■     '  ■  Reverend  Thomas,  i,  14.6;  ii.  26,  332, 

Vanfittart,  Dr.  Robert,  i.  189.  ■              his  entertaining  account    of  Johnfon  s 

Vauxhall-gardens,  ii.  237.  con\erfaiion  when  at  Oxford  in   1754.,  i. 

•  Vicar  ot  Wakefield/  (novel,)  i*  tzj*  147.                    *                / 

Vilettc,  Reverend  Mr.  Ordinary  of  Newgate,  ■     ■        Letters  of  Johnfon  to,  146,  t^o,  i,  2, 

ii.  522.                                               ,  153. 6,  160,  I,  177,  183,  4,  308,  334. 

•Village,  Defertcd,*  a  poem  by  Goldfmith  j—  Watts,  Dr.  his  works,  i.  171. 

Jobnfon's  lines  in,  1.  275.  ■-        his  life.  ii.  123',  269. 

•  Village,*  a  poem,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Crabbe,  Weather,  its  influence,  i.  232,  245,  484;  ii.  488, 

ii.438.  538.543- 

Virgil,  compared  with  Homer,  ii.  169.  Webtter,  Reverend  Dr.  Alexander,  i.  428,  432, 

■  ■  ■         Johnfon's  juvenile  tranilations  from,  i.  Wedderhume,  Alexander,   £fq. — See  Loughbo« 

17.  rough.  Lord* 

Ba(kerville*s  edition  of,    prefcnted  by  Welch,  Saunders,  Efq,  ii.id^,  271,  298. 


Johnfon  to  Fcnbroke  College,  i.  308.  ....-.^«.  Letter  of  Johnfon  to,  li.  269. 

Virtue  and  Vice,  ii.  263,  5,  501.  Wentworth,  Mr. — >Johnfon  at  his  fchool,  i.  16. 

•  Vifitor,  The,'  a  periodical  paper,  i.  476.  Wefley,  Reverend  John,  ii.  190,  231. 
Vivacity,  acquirable,  ii.  34.  ,^.^—  Letter  of  Jolinfon  to,  ii.  294. 

•  Univerfal  Hiftory,*  the  authours  of,  ii.  558.  W^cflcofc,  Lord,  confirms  to  Johnfon  the  truth 
Univerfities^  i.  300,  490 ;  ii.  50.  of  his  nephew  Lord  Ly ttelcon's  vifion>  ii. 
Volcanos,  ii.  38.  joj. 

Voltaire,  1.236,  274,  8,342;  ii.  267.  Weft minfter- abbey,  firft  mufical  feflival  at,  11. 
Vows,  ii.  268.  495;  'J, 

Ufury,  ii.  57,  257.  WethcrcII,  Reverend  Dr.  ii.  23,  C09. 

Vyk,  Reverend  Dr.  letter  of  to  the  Authour,  — —  Letter  of  Johnfon. to,  li.  12. 

and  letter  of  Johnfon  to  him,  ii.  123; — ^and  Wheeler,  Reverend  Dr.  ii.  277. 
fee  ii.  551 .  .  Johnfon's  letter  to,  ii.  1 2. 

Whigs,  Johnfon's  definition  of,  ii.  399;  no 
great  private  enmity  between  them  and 
Tories,  ii.  501. 

W.         *  Whitefield,    Reverend    George,  .his    charadcr, 

>•  33*  3H;  "•  30+- 

WALES,  Johnfon's  vifit  to,  i.  439.  Wliitefoord,  Caleb,  Efq.  ii.  518. 

Wall,  Dr.  ii.  502.  Whitehead,  Paul,  i.  64,  217. 

Wall  of  China,  ii.  213.  'Whole  Duty   ©f  Man,'   conjeauies    on   its 

Waller,  i.  48c;  ii.  248.  ^   authour,  i.  408. 

.- extract  from  his  '  Divine  Poefic,*  as  to  Wife,    qualities    of.    Sir    Thomas  Overbury's 

the  communion  of  fsunts,  ii.  500.  verles  on,  i.  312. 
..            Johnfon's  life  of,  ii.  347.  Wilkes,  John,  Efq.  his  jeu  d*effrit  on  Johnfon's 
Walmfley,  Gilbert,  Efq.  charaftcr  of,  i.  35.                  Didiionary,  i.  166. 
his  letter  recommending  Johnfon  and  ■  meetings  between  him  and  Johnfon,  ii. 

Garrick,  i.  48.                                                         80,  ^  fii^  389.   ^ 
Walpole,  Hon.  Horace,  ii.  5x4.                                       ■  Johnfon's  opinion  of  him,  ii.  163. 
Sir    Rqbert,    his  adminiftration   de-  anecdote  of  gallantry  lelated  bv  him, 

fended,  i.  ^d.  -     '  '^"^^  ^"^3' 

Walton,  Ifaac,  his  '  Lives,'  i.  435,  7,  9,  487;  > —  his  advice  how  beft  tofpeakat  tliebarof 

ii.  26,  108.  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  ii.  187* 

Warburton,  his  conteft  with  Lowth,  i.  293.  —  his  pleafantry  on  Johnfon  and  himfelf. 


Johnfon's  charadler  of,  ii.  352,  3,  as  to  their  politicks  and  ^religion,  ii.  1871 


^98.  .K.  William  III.  i.  174. 

Ward,  the  noted  Dr.  ii.  291.  Williams,  Mr,  Zachariah^  account  of,  i.  149, 

Warley-camp,  Johnfon's  vifit  to,  li.  273,  9.  166,  7. 

Warren,  D,r.  his  generous  attendance  on  Johnfon  Williams  Mrs.  Anna,  i.  127,  228,  252,  323; 

during  his  laft  iUnefs,  ii.  57c,  6.  ii.  ^^  82,  98,  126,  9,  i-jt. 

6  Williamsj 


TABLE     OP 

>raiiflms«  Mrs,  Aniui«  ber  death*  iu  463^  7. 
..  Miis  Hckn  Maria,  ii.  4.9  c* 

Wilfon»   Reverend  Mr,   letter  pf  Johnfon*  to, 

ii.  430* 
Windham,  Ri^ht  Hon.  William,  ktten  of  John- 
^  fon  to,  ii.  4^8,  545,  6 ;— and  fee  ii«  540, 

J76. 
Wjoe,  tfaenfe  of,  i.  378,  380;  ii.  ao,  64, 15^4, 

199,  aoa,  248,  2$4,  286,  290,  371,  6^ 

383* 
Winembeig,  Prince  of,  anecdote  of,  ^  373. 
Wit,  ii.  391*  2. 
Witches,  1.  372 ;  ii.  285. 
Wiaxall,  Mr.  ii.  316. 
*  The  World,*    (periodical  eflfays,)  u  228* 


X. 


XERXES,  JuTcoal's  fine.verfes  on,  it  401, 


CONTENTS* 

« 

y. 

YOUNG,  Dr.  hi*  '  Night  Thoqgjiti/  i,  3221 

ii-  36z* 
■      ■   ■   ■  ■  Johnibn'ft  life  of,  i,  361. 
anecdotes  of,  ii.  aoo,  z» 

of  delici 


505, 


his  fine  image  of  delicate  iadie,  ii, 

Mr.  (Greek  Pr^feflbr  at  Gbfgow,) 
his  '  Ciiticifm  on  Gray^s  £1^/  in  imi* 
tation  of  Johnfon,  ii.  565. 


Z. 


SmCK,  Luke,  anecdote  of,  i.  27^. 


CORRECTIC; 


"«•    y 


CORRECTIONS     and    ADDITIONS, 

'Which  the  Reader  is  rcqucftcd  to  make  with  his  Pen,  before  pcrufing  the  following  Life. 

VOLUME     I, 

P.  j2,  1.  3  From  tlie  foot,  for  cotemporarieSt  nai  contemporaries* 

P.  80,  1.  13,  diU  0M\,. 

P^gc  133,  line  24*  for  a  warren,  read  free  warr«i» 

P.  136,  1.  -6,  for  is  certainly  the  perfonnmice  of  Dr.  Charles  Bathorft^  r'^^ &vl3oett  erroneouHy 
afcribed  to  Or.  Baihurft,  whofe  chriilian  name  was  Richard. 

P.  i73t  I.  1 5,  17,  24,  2fi,  yir  Jennings,  r<ai^  Jennyns* 

P.  1 6c,  L  8,  for  Pancoek,  read  Panckoucke. 

P.  19^,  1.4,  upon  the  *word  TOxtiR  put  the  following  notei'-A,  have  had  inqoiiy  made  in  Irehnd 
as  to  this  ftory,  but  do  not  find  it  recollmed  there,  I  ^ive  it  on  the  authority  of  Dr« 
Johnfon,  to  which  may  be  added«  that  of  <*  The  fiiogrq>hical  Didionary,"  in  which  it 
has  ftood  many  yetfn.  ^ 

Ibid.  1.  4,  for  a  book  on  the  authenticity  of  the  Gofpel  Vi&ory t-^read  *^  An  Enquiiy  into  the 
Origin  of  Moral  Virtue." 

I6id.  h  1$  Sc  i^^forhmys  readhmts. 

P«  303,  for  N«|  t^x^M,  read  Ntf  yai^  t^;^fraH» 

P'  329,  1*  2  J,  for  drives  read  drove. 

P,  344,  1.  18, /&r  wrote,  r^^y  written, 

P*  374*  1*  24,  for  been  a  witneis  againft>  read  conneded  with. 

VOLUME      IL 

P.  191,  1.  8,  ^  Johnfton  read  John{on. 

P.  346,  !•  X2>  for  one  of  his  excellent  prefatory  difcourfes  to  his  plays,  read  his  excellent 
Dedication  of  his  Juvenal. 

Ihid.  1.  »>5,  after  novelty  itt/ert  and. 

P.  367,  in  Note,^r  Chalmers,  read  Chstmhcxs, 

P.  3$2»  L  16,  after  Pope  infert  inverted  commas,  attdddt  them  1.  17,  afier  impofition. 

Ibid,  after  him  fut  a  comma* 

P.  381,  1.  22,  deleyxi. 

P*  397>  ^^  thonote,  for  communis  ilia,  itad  communis  in  Ulom 

P.  458,  before  the  letter  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Taylor,  infert. 

To  Mr,  EdmundAllen« 
«'.  D.EAR  Si*, 

*«  IT  has  pleaied  God  this  morning  to  deprive  me  of  the  powers  of  fpeech  j  and  as  I 
do  not  know  but  that  it  may  be  his  farther  good  pleafure  to  deprive  me  loon  of  my  fenfes,  I  reqneft 
you  will,^  on  the  receipt  of  this  note,  come  to  me,  and  a^  for  me,  as  the  exigencies  of  n\y  caft 
may  require*    1  am  (incerely  yours> 

*'  Sam.  J o h  n s o  n."^' 

P.  562, 1.  3,  from  (he  foot,  after  tongue  infert  a  ■  ,  and  prefix  inverted  commas  to  the 
following  word. 

F.  582,  1.  10,  after  refpcftable  contribution,  c^^/— Bat  the  Dean  and  Ctapter  of  St.  Paul's 
having  come  to  a  refolution  of  admitting  monuments  there,  upon  a  liberal  and  magnificent 
plan^  that  cathedral  was  afterwards  fixed  on  as  the  place. 
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SAMUEL      JOHNSON,     LL.D. 


TO  write  the  life  of  him  who  excelled  all  mankind  in  writing  the 
lives  of  othersj  and  who,  whether  we  confider  his  extraordinary  endow- 
ments,  or  his  various  works,  has  been  equalled  by  few  in  any  a^e^ 
is  an  arduous,  and  may  be  reckoned  in  me  a  prefiimptuous  talk. 

Had  Dr.  Johnfon  written  his  own  life,  in  conformity  with  the  opinion  which 
he  has  given  *,  that  every  man's  life  may  be  beft  written  by  himfelf ;  had  he 
employed  in  the  prefcrvation  of  his  own  hiftory,  that  clcornds  of  narration 
and  elegance  of  language  in  which  he  has  embalmed  (b  many  eminent  per- 
ions,  the  world  would  probably  have  had  die  moft  perfeft  example  of 
biography  that  was  ever  exhibited.  But  although  he  at  different  dmes,  in  a 
defultory  manner,  committed  to  writing  many  particulars  of  the  progrefi  of 
his  mind  and  fortunes,  he  never  had  perfevering  diligence  enougli  to  form 
them  into  a  regular  compofition.  Of  thefe  memorials  a  few  have  been 
preferved  j  but  the  greater  part  was  configned  by  him  t6  the  flamesj  a  few 
days  before  his  death. 

As  I  had  the  honotir  and  happinefs  of  enjoying  his  friendihip  for  upwards 
of  twenty  years  i  as  I  had  the  fcheme  of  writing  his  life  conftantly  in  view  5 
as  he  was  well  apprifqd  of  this  circumftance,  and  from  time  to  time  obligingly 
fatisfied  my  inquiries,  by  communicating  to  me  the  incidents  of  his  early 
years  i  as"!  acquired  a  facility  in  recoUeAing,   and  was  very  affiduous  in 
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recording  his  •  converfation,  of  which  the  extraordinary  vigour  and  vivacity 
conftituted  one  of  the  firft  features  of  his  character  j  and  as  I  have  fpared 
no  pains  in  obtaining  materiak  concerning  him,  fronn  every  quarter  where  I 
could  difcover  that  they  were  to  be  found,  and  have  been  favoured  with  the 
moft  liberal  communications  by  his  friends  j  I  flatter  myfelf  that  few 
biographers  have  entered  upou  fuch  a  work  as  this,  with  more  advantages, 
independent  of  literary  abilities,  in  which  I  am  not  vain  enough  to  compare 
myfelf  with  fome  great  names  who  have  gone  before  me  in  this  kind  of 
,  writing. 

Since  my  work  was  announced,  feveral  Lives  and  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Johnfon 
have  been  publifhed,  the  moft  voluminous  of  which  is  one  compiled  for  fhc 
Bc^feUbrs  of  LQndon>  by  Sir  John  Hawkins,  Knight  %  a  man,  whom,  during 
my  long  intimacy  with  Dr.  Johnfon,  I  never  faw  in  his  company,  I  think 
but  once,  and  I  am  fure  not  above  twice.  Johnfon^  might  have  efteemed 
him  for  his  decent,  religious  demeanour,  and  his  knowledge  of  books  and 
literary  hiftory ;  but  from  the  rigid  formality  of  his  manners,  it  is  evident  that 
they  never  could  have  lived  together  with  companionable  eafe  and  familiarity  5 
nor  had  Sir  John  Hawkins  that  nice  perception  which  was  neceflary  to  mark 
the  finer  ^  leB  obvious  parts  of  Johnibn's  chara6ber.  His  being  appointed 
one  of  his  executors,  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  taking  pofleflion  of  fuch 
fragments  of  a  diary  and  other  papers  as  were  lift,  of  which,  before  deliver- 
ing them  up  to  the  refiduary  legatee,  whofe  property  they  were,  he  endea* 
voured  to  €xtn»£b  the  fubfta^ice.  In  this  he  has  not  been  very  fiiccefsful,  as 
I  have  found  upon  a  perufal  of  thofe  papers^  which  have  been  fincc  transferred 
to  me.  Sir  John  Hawkin$'s^  ponderous  labours,  I  muft  acknowledge, 
exhibit  a  farrago,  of  which  a  conliderable  portion  is  not  devoid  of  entertain* 
ment  to  the  lovers  of  literary  gofTiping  -,   but  befides  its  being  fwelled  out 

*  The  gVeatcft  part  of  this  book  was  written  while  Sir  Joba  Hawkins  was  alive;  and  I 
avow,  that  one  objed'df'my  llridlures  was  to  make  him  feel  fome  compundion  for  his  illi* 
beral  treatment  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  '  Since  his  deceafe,  I  have  fappreiled  feveral  of  my  remaiks 
upon  his  work*  But  though  I  would  not  ''  war  with  the  dead*'  ofenfitfeiy,  I  think  it  neceffiuy 
to  be  flrenuous  in  defence  of  my  illuftrious  friend,  which  I  cannot  be,  without  firong  animadver- 
fion  upon  a  writer  who  has  greatly  injured  him^  Let  me  add,  that  though  I  doubt  I  fhould  not 
have  been  very  prompt  to  gratify  Sir  John  Hawkins  with  any  compliment  in  his  life^time,  I  do 
now  frankly  acknowledge,  that,  in  my  opinion,  his  volume,  however  inadequate  and-  improper 
as  a  life  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  however  difcredited  by  unpardonable  inaccuracies  in  other  refpeda, 
contains  a  colleiftioti  of  curious  anecdotes  and  obfervations,  which  few  men  but  its  authour 
«ou)d  have  brought  together. 

4  with 
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with  long  unnecelTarjr  extrafts  from  various  works,  (even  one  of  fevera! 
leaves  from  Olborne*s  Harleian  Catalogue,  and  thofe  not  cohipiled  by 
Johnfbn,  but  by  Oldys)  a  very  fmall  part  of  it  relates  to  the  perfon  who  is 
the  llibjeft  of  the  book ;  and,  in  that,  there  is  fuch  an  inaccuracy  in  the  ftate- 
ment  of  fa£ts,  as  in  fo  iblemn  an  authour  is  hardly  excufable,  and  certainly 
makes  his  narrative  very  unlatisfadory.  But  what  is  ftiU  worfe,  there  is 
throughout  the  whole  of  it  a  dark  uncharitable  call,  by  which  the  moft 
unfavourable  conftrudlion  is  put  upon  almoft  every  circumftarice  in  the  cha- 
rafter  and  conduft  of  my  iUuftrious  friend ;  who,  I  truft,  will,  by  a  true  and 
fair  delineation,  be  vindicated  both  from  the  injurious  mifreprefentations  of 
this  authour,  and  from  the  (lighter  aiperfions  of  a  lady  who  once  lived  in  great 
intimacy  with  him. 

There  is,  in  the  Britifti  Mufeum,  a  letter  from  Bifliop  Warburton  to  Dr. 
Birch,  on  the  fubjeft  of  biography ;  which,  though  I  am  aware  it  may  expofe 
me  to  a  charge  of  artfully  raifing.the  value  of  my  own  work,  by  contrafting 
it  with  that  of  which  I  haye  ipoken,  is  fb  .^ell  conceived  and  exprefled,  that 
I  cannot  refrain  from  here  inferting  it: 

m 

I 

*^  I  SHALL  endeavour  (fays  Dr.  Warburton)  to  give  you  what 
fatisfaftion  I  can  in  any  thing  you  want  to  be  fatisfied  in  any  fubjeft  of 
Milton,  and  am  extremely  glad  you  intend  to  write  his  life.  Almoft  all 
the  life-writers  we  have  had  before  Toland  and  Defmaifeaux,  are  indeed 
ftrange  infipid  creatures ;  and  yet  I  had  rather  read  the  worft  of  them,  than 
be  obliged  to  go  through  with  this  of  Milton's,  or  the  other's  life  of  ]^oileaUj 
where  there  is  fuch  a  dull,  heavy  fucceflion  of  long  quotations  of  difintereft- 
ing  paflages,  that  it  makes  their  method  quite  naufeous.  But  the  verbofe, 
taftelefs  Frenchman  feems  to  lay  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  every  life 
muft  be  a  book,  and  what's  worfe,  it  proves  a  book  without  a  life  -,  for  what 
do  we  know  of  Boileau,  after  dl  his  tedious  ftuflF  ?  You  are  the  only  one, 
(and  I  fpeak  it  without  a  compliment)  that  by  the  vigour  of  your  ftile  and 
fentiments,  and  the  real  importance  of  your  materials,  have  the  art  (which 
one  would  imagine  no  one  could  have  milled)  of  adding  agreements  to  the 
moft  agreeable  iubjeft  in  the  world,  which  is  literary  hiftory'/* 
"  Nov.  24,  1737." 

Inftead  of  melting  down  my  materials  into  one  mafs,  and  cpnftantly  Ipeak^ 
ing  in  my  own  perfon,  by  which  I  might  have  appeared  to  have  more  merit 

3  Brit.  Mttf.  4J20.  Afcongh^s  Catal.  Sloane  MSS# 
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in  the  execution  of*  the  work,  I  have  refolved  to  adopt  and  enlarge  uponc  the 
excellent  plan  of  Mr.  Mafon,  in  his  Mennoirs  of  Gray.  Wherever  narra- 
tive is  neceffary  to  explain,  conned,  and  fupply,  I  furnilh  it  to  the  beft  of 
my  abilities i  but  in  the  chionological  feries  of  Johnfon's  life,  wliich  I  trace 
as  diftinftly  as  I  can,  year  by  year,  I  produce,  wherever  it  is  in  my  power, 
his  own  minutes,  letters,  or  converfation,  being  convinced  that  this  mode 
is  more  lively,  and  will  make  my  readers  better  acquainted  with  him,  than 
even  moft  of  thofe  were  who  aftuaily  knew  him,  but  could  know  him  only 
partially  j  whereas  there  is  here  an  accumulation  of  intelligence  from  various 
points,  by  which  his  character  is  more  fully  underftood  and  illuftrated^ 

Indeed  I  cannot  conceive  a  more  perfect  mode  of  writing  any  man's  life, 
than  not  only  relating  all  the  moft  important  events  of  it  in  th^ir  order,  but 
interweaving  what  he  privately  wrote,  and  faid,  and  thought  j  by  which  man- 
kind are  enabled  as  it  were  to  fee  him  live,  and  to  "  live  o'er  each  fcene"  with 
him,  as  he  aftually  advanced  through  the  feveral  ftages  of  his  life.  Had  his 
other  friends  been  as  diligent  and  ardent  as  I  was,  he  might  have  been  almoft 
entirely  preferved.  As  it  is,  I  will  venture  ta  fay  that  he  will  be  feen  in  thij 
work  more  completely  than  any  man  who  has  ever  yet  lived. 

And  he  will  be  feen  as  he  really  was ;  for  I  profefs  to  write,  not  his  pane* 
gyrick,  which  muft  be  all  praife,  but  his  life ;  which,  great  and  good  as  he 
was,  muft  not  be  fuppofed  to  be  entirely  perfeft.  To  be  as  he  was,  is  indeed 
fubjeft  of  panegyrick  enough  to  any  man  in  this  ftate  of  being ;  but  in  every 
pifkure  there  Ihould  be  fhade  as  well  as  light,  and  when  I  delineate  hinx 
without  refcrve,  I  do  what  he  himiclf  recommended,  both  by  his  precept  and 
his  example : 

"  If  the  biographer  writes  from  perfonal  knowledge,  and  makes  hafte  to 
gratify  the  publick  curiofity,  there  is  danger  left  his  intereft,  his  fear,  his 
gratitude,  or  his  tendernefs  overpower  his  fidelity,  and  tempt  him  to  conceal, 
if  not  to  invent.  There  are  many  who  think  it  an  aft  of  piety  to  hide  the 
faults  or  failings  of  their  friends,  even  when  they  can  no  longer  fuffer  by 
their  deteftion  j  ^e  therefore  fee  whole  ranks  of  charaders  adorned  with 
uniform  panegyrick,  and  not  to  be  known  from  one  ^another  but  by  extria- 
fick  and  cafual  circumftances.  *  Let  me  remember,  (fays  Hale)  when  I  find 
myfelf  inclined  to  pity  a  criminal,  that  there  is  like  wife  a  pity  due  to  the 
country.'  If  we  owe  regard  to  the  memory  of  the  dead,  there  is  yet  more 
rclpeft  to  be  paid  to  knowledge,  to  virtue,  and  to  truth*." 

^  Rambkr,  No.  6o» 
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I 

What  I  confider  as  the  peculiar  value  of  the  following  work,  is,  the  quan* 
tity  that  it  contains  of  Johnfon's  converfation ;  which  is  univerfally  acknow- 
ledged to  have  been  eminfendy  inftruftive  and  entertaining  j  and  of  which 
the  ipecimens  that  I  have  given  upon  a  former  occafion,  have  been  received 
with  fo  much  approbation,  that  I  have  good  grounds  for  fuppofing  that  the 
world  will  not  be  indifferent  to  more  ample  conimunications  of  a  fimilar 
nature. 

That  the  converfation  of  a  celebrated  man,  if  his  talents  have  been  exerted 
in  converfation,  will  beft  difplay  his  character,  is,  I  truft,  too  well  eftablifhed 
in  the  judgement  of  mankind,  to  be  at  all  fliaken  by  a  fheering  obfervation  of 
Mr.  Mafon,  in  his  Memoirs  of  Mr.  William  Whitehead,  in  which  there  is 
literally  no  Ufe^  but  a  mere  dry  narrative  of  fads.  I  do  not  think  it  was 
quite  neceflary  to  attempt  a  depreciation  of  what  is  univerfally  efteemed, 
becaufe  it  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  immediate  objeft  of  the  ingenious  writer's 
pen  i  for  in  truth,  from  a  man  fo  ftill  and  io  tame,  as  to  be  contented  to  pais 
many  years  as  the  domeltick  companion  of  a  fuperannuated  lord  and  lady, 
converfation  worth  recording  could  no  more  be  expeded,  than  from  a  Chinefc 
mandarin  on  a  chimney-piece,  or  the  fantaftick  figures  on  a  gilt  leather  fkreen. 

If  authority  be  required,  let  us  appeal  to  Plutarch,  the  prince  of  ancient 

biographers.  Ouii  r%!i  €7ri(p«vf r«  t^k  v^d^tci  wclvro^i  I'vcr*  iiXd^i^  otftrm  ft  xotMOt^y 
5  f^ixt^^  /Aep»ov€;^oi,    vxfxra^n^  a*  /*«ytr«<,  ^  iroA*op;^iat  v^iktm.       "  Nor  is   it 

always  in  the  moft  diftinguilhed  atchievements  that  men's  virtues  or  vices  may 
be  beft  difcerned ;  but  very  often  an  aftion  of  fmall  note,  a  fliort  fa)dng,  or 
a  jeft,  fliall  diftinguifli  a  perfon's  real  character  more  than  the  greateft  fieges> 
or  the  moft  important  battles*." 

To  this  may  be  added  the  ientiments  of  the  very  man  whole  life  I  am 
am  about  to  exhibit.  ,  "  The  bufinefs  of  the  biographer  is  often  to  pafs 
flighdy  oyer  thofe  performances  and  incidents  which  produce  vulgar  great- 
nels,  to  lead  the  thoughts  into  domeftick  privacies,  and  difplay  the  mimite 
details  of  daily  life,  where  exterior  appendages  are  caft  afide,  and  men  excel 
each  other  only  by  prudence  and  by  virtue.  The  account  of  Thuanus  is  with 
great  propriety  faid  by  its  authour  to  have  been  written,  that  it  might  lay  open 
to  pofterity  the  private  and  familiar  charafter  of  that  man,  cujus  ingenium  et 
candorem  ex  tpjius  Jcrvptts  Junt  olim  /emfer  miraturiy  whofe  candour  and  genius 
Will  to  the  end  of  time  be  by  his  writings  prefcrved  in  admiration. 

*  Plotarch's  life  <^  Akxaoder,— I.anghonie's  Tnmllationt 

«  There 
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*'  There  are  many  invifible  circumftances,  which  whether  we  read  as  enqui- 
rers after  natural  or  moral  knowledge,  whether  we  intend  to  enlarge  our 
fcience,  or  increafe  our  virtue,  are  more  important  than  publick  occur- 
rences. Thus  Salluft,  the  great  mafter  of  nature,  has  not  forgot  in  his 
account  of  Catiline  to  remark,  that  his  walk  was  now  quick,  and  again  flow, 
as  an  indication  of  a  mind  revolving  with  violent  commotion.  Thus  the 
ftory  of  Melanfthon  affords  a  ftriking  ledhire  on  the  value  of  time,  by  in- 
forming us,  that  when  he  had  made  an  appointment,  he  expefted  not 
only  the  hour,  but  the.  minute  to  be  fixed,  that  the  day  might 'not  run 
out  in  the  idlenels  of  fulpence ;  and  all  the  plans  and  enterprizes  of  De 
Wit  are  now  of  lefs  importance  to  the  world  than  that  part  of  his  perfonal 
charadter,  which  reprefents  him  as  careful  of  his  health,  and  negligent  of  his 
life. 

'^  But  biography  has  often  been  allotted  to  writers,  who  feem  very  little 
^acquainted  with  the  nature  of  their  taflc,.  or  very  negligent  about  the  per- 
formance. They  rarely  afford  any  other  account  than  might  be  coDefted 
from  publick  papers,  but  imagine  themlelves  writing  a  life,  when  they  exhibit 
a  chronological  feries  of  aftions  or  preferments ;  and  have  fo  litde  regard  to  die 
manners  or  behaviour  of  their  herpes,  that  more  knowledge  may  be  gained 
of  a  man's  real  charafter,  by  a  Ihort  converfation  with  one  of  his  fervants, 
than  from  a  formal  and  ftudied  narrative,  begun  with  his  pedigree,  and  ended 
with  his  funeral. 

"  There  are,  indeed,  fome  natural  reafons  why  thefe  narratives  are  often 
written  by  luch  as  were  not  likely  to  give  much  inftruftion  or  delight,  and 
why  moft  accounts  of  particular  perfons  are  barren  and  ufelefs.  If  a  life  be 
delayed  till  intereft  and  envy  are  at  an  end,  we  may  hope  for  impartiality,  but 
muft  expedt  litde  intelligence ;  for  the  incidents  which  give  excellence  to 
biography  are  of  a  volatile  and  cvanefcent  kind,  fuch  as  foon  efcape  the 
memory,  and  are  tranfmitted  by  tradition.  We  know  How  few  can  pour- 
tray  a  living  acquaintance,  except  by  his  moft  prominent  and  obfcr- 
vable  particularities,  and  the  groifer  features  of  his  mind  ;  and  it  may 
be  eafily  imagined  how  much  of  this  litde  knowledge  may  be  loft  in  impart- 
ing it,  and  how  ibon  a  fucceflion  of  copies  will  lofe  all  refemblance  of  the 
original  ^*' 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  objedions  which  may  be  made  to  the  minutenefi  on 
fome  occaiions  of  my  detail  of  Johnfon's  converfation^  and  how  happily  it  is 

*  Rambko  No.  6o.' 
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adapted  for  the  petty  exercife  of  ridicule  by  men  of  fuperficial  underftanding, 
and  ludicrous  fancy ;  but  I  remain  firm  and  confident  in  my  opinion^  that 
minute  particulars  are  frequently  chanu5teriftick|  and  always  amufing,  when 
they  relate  to .  a  diftinguifhed  man*  I  am  therefore  exceedingly  unwilling 
Chat  almoft  any  thing  which  my  Uluftrious  friend  thought  it  worth  his  whfle 
to  exprefsj  with  any  degree  of  point,  fhould  perifh.  For  this  almoft  fiiper- 
ftitious  reverence,  I  have  found  very  old  and  venerable  authority,  quoted  by 
our  great  modem  prelate.  Seeker,  in  whole  tenth  fermon  there  is  the  (ol* 
lowing  paflage  : 

^^  RsM  David  Kimcbiy  a  noted  Jewiih  commentator  who  lived  above  five 
hundred  years  ago,  explains  diat  pafiage  in  the  firil  Pfalm,  IBs  leaf  alfo  /ball 
not  wither y  from  Rabbins  yet  older  than  himfelf,  thus ;  That  even  the  idle 
talk,  ib  he  exprefies  it,  of  a  good  man  ought  to  be  regarded -y  the  molt  fiiper-* 
fluous  things  he  faith  are  always  of  fome  value.  And  otbtx  ancient  authours 
have  the  fame  phraie,  nearly  in  the  fame  &nfe. " 

Of  one  thing  I  am  certain,  that  confidering  how  highly  the  finall  portion 
which  we  have  of  the  table-talk  and  other  anecdotes  of  our  celebrated  writers 
is  valued,  and  how  eameilly  it  is  regretted  that  we  have  not  more,  I  am 
juftified  in  preierving  rather  too  many  of  Johnfbn's  layings  than  too  few ; 
dpeciaUy  as  from  the  diverfity  of  dilpofitions  it  cannot  be  known  with  cer- 
tdnty  beforehand,  whether  what  may  feem  trifling  to  Ibme,  and  perhaps  td 
the  coUedtor  himfelf  may  not  be  moll  agreeable  to  many  j  and  the  greater 
number  that  an  authour  can  pleale  in  any  degree,  the  more  pleaiure  does  there 
arife  to  a  benevolent  mind. 

To  thofe  who  are  weak  enough  to  think  this  a  degrading  talk,  and  th^ 
time  and  labour  which  have  been  devoted  to  it  mifemployed,  I  Ihall  content 
myfelf  with  o^poling  the  authority  of  the  greateft  man  of  any  age,  Julius 
Ci£s  AR,  of  whom  Bacon  obfcrves,  that  "  in  his  book  of  Apothegms  which  he 
coUefted,  we  fee  that  he  elleemed  it  more  honour  to  make  himfelf  but  a  pair 
of  tables,  to  take  the  wife  and  pithy  words  of  others,  than  to  have  tv^rj  word 
of  his  own  to  be  made  an  apothegm  or  an  oracled" 

Having  laid  thus  much  by  way  of  introdu(5Uon,  I  commit  the  following 
pages  to  the  candour  of  the  publick. 


^  Bacon's  Advancement  of  Learning,  Book  I. 
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»709*  Samuel  Johnson  was  bom  at  Lichfield,  in  StafFordfhire,  on  the  i8di 

of  September,  N.  S.  1709;  and  his  initiation  into  the  Chriftian  church  was 
not  delayed  j  for  his  baptifm  is  recorded,  in  the  regifter  of  St.  Mary's  pariih 
in  that  city,  to  have  been  performed  on  the  day  of  his  birth :  His^ther  is  there 
ftiled  Gentleman^  a  circumftance  of  which  an  ignorant  panegyrift  has  praifed 
him  for  not  being  proud ;  when  the  truth  is,  that  the  appellation  of  Gentle- 
man, though  now  loft  in  the  indifcriminate  aflumption  of  B/quire^  was  com- 
monly taken  by  thofe  who  could  not  boaft  of  gentility.  His  father  was 
Michael  Johnfon,  a  native  of  Derbyfliire,  of  obfcure  extraftion,  who  fettled 
in  Lichfield  as  a  bookfeller  and  ftationer.  His  mother  was  Sarah  Ford» 
defcended  of  an  ancient  race  of  fubftantial  yeomanry  in  Warwickfhire.  They 
were  well  advanced  in  years  when  they  married,  and  never  had  more  than  two 
children,  both  fons ;  Samuel,  their  firft  born,  who  lived  to  be  the  ilhiftrious 
charafter  whofe  various  excellence  I  am  to  endeavour  to  record,  and 
Nathanael,  who  died  in  his  twenty-fifth  year. 

Mr.  Michael  Johnfon  was  a  man  of  a  large  and  robuft  body,  and  of  a 
ftrong  and  a6bive  mind ;  yet,  as  in  the  moft  folid  rocks  veins  of  unfbund  fub- 
ftance  are  often  difcovered,  there  was  in  him  a  mixture  of  that  difeafe,  the 
nature  of  which  eludes  the  moft  minute  enquiry,  though  the  clFedts  are  well 
known  to  be  a  wearinefs  of  life,  an  unconcern  about  thofe  things  which  agitate 
the  greater  part  of  mankind,  and  a  general  fenfation  of  gloomy  wretchednefs. 
From  him  then  his  fon  inherited,  with  fome  other  qualities,  ^'  a  vile  melan- 
choly," which  in  his  too  ftrong  exprefllon  of  any  difturbance  of  the  mind> 
"  made  him  mad  all  his  life,  at  leaft  not  foben* "  Michael  was,  however, 
forced  by  the  narrownefs  of  his  circumftances  to  be  very  diligent  in  bufine&, 
not  only  ^  his  ftiop,  but  by  occafionally  reforting  to  feveral  towns  in  the 
neighbourhood,  fome  of  which  were  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  Lichfield. 
At  that  time  bookfcllers*  fliops  in  the  provincial  towns  of  England  were  very 
rare,  fo  diat  there  was  not  one  even  in  Birmingham,  in  which  town  old  Mn 
Johnfon  ufed  to  open  a  (hop  every  market-day.  He  was  a  pretty  good  Latin 
fcholar,  and  a  citizen  fo  creditable  as  to  be  made  one  of  the  magiftratcs 
of  Lichfield ;  and,  being  a  man  of  good  fenfe,  and  flcill  in  his  trade,  he 
acquired  a  reafonable  Ihare  of  wealth,  of  which  however  he  afterwards  loft 
the  greateft  part,  by  engaging  unfuccefsfiiUy  in  a  manufacture  of  parchment. 
He  was  a  zealous  high-churchman  and  royalift,  and  retained  his  attachment 
to  the  unfortunate  houfe  of  Stuart,  though  he  reconciled  himfelf,  by  cafuiftical 
arguments  of  expediency  and  neccflity,  to  take  the  oaths  impofed  by  the  pre- 
vailing power. 

'  Jounud  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit*  p.  2 1 3. 
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There  is  a  circumftanoe  in  his  life  fomewhat  romantick»  but  fb  well 
authenticated,  that  I  fhall  not  omit  it.  A  young  woman  of  Leek>  in 
3cafK)niihire>  while  he  ferved  his  apprenticeihip  tliere^  conceived  a  violent 
paffion  for  him  V  and  though  it  met  vdth  no  favourable  retUm,  followed  him 
CO  Lichfield,  where  Ihe  took  lodgings  oppofite  to  the  houfe  in  which  he  lived, 
and  indulged  her  hopele(s  flame.  When  he  was  informed  that  it  fo  preyed 
upon  her  miiKl  that  her  life  was  in  danger,  he  with  a  generous  hununity  went 
to  her  and  offered  to  marry  her,  but  it  was  then  too  late :  Her  vital  power 
was  exhaufted ;  and  fhe  actually  exhibited  one  of  the  very  rare  inftances  of 
dying  for  love.  She  was  buried  in  the  cathedral  of  Lichfield  s.  and  he,  with 
a  tender  regard^  placed  a  ftone  over  her  grave  with  this  infcription : 

Here  lies  the  body  of 

Mrs.  Elizabsth  Blanby,  a  flranger. 

She  departed  this  life 

ao  of  September^  (694. 

Johafon*s  mother  was  a  woman  of  diftinguifhed  underlbmding.  I  afked 
his  old  fchooUfeUow  Mr.  He&or,  furgeon,  of  Bimungham,  if  fhe  was  not 
vain  of  her  fbo.  He  faid,  ^^  ihe  had  too  much  good  fenie  to  be  vain,  but 
ihe  knew  her  fon's  value.'*  Her  {nety  was  not  inferiour  to  her  underfbuid*' 
ing ;  and  to  her  muft  be  aicribed  thofe  early  tmpreflions  of  religion  upon  the 
mind  of  her  fpn,  from  which  the  world  afterwards  derived  fb  much  benefit. 
He  told  me,  that  he  remembered  diftin6tly  having  had  the  firft  notice  of 
Heaven  ^^  a  (dace  to  which  good  people  went,''  and  Hell  ^^  a  place  to 
which  bad  people  went/'  communicated  to  him  by  her^  when  a  litde 
child  in  bed  with  her ;  and  that  it  might  be  the  better  fixed  in  his 
memory,  fhe  fentliinvto  repeat  it  to  Thomas  Jackfbn,  dieir  man-fervant. 
He  not  being  in  the  way,  this  was  not  done  s  but  there  was  no.  occafion  for 
any  artificial  aid  for  its  prefervation. 

In  foUowinf  fo  very  eminent  a  man  irom  his  cradle  to  his  grave,  every 
minute  particular,  which  can  throw  lig^t  on  the  progrefs  of  his  mind,  is  inte« 
refling.  That  he  was  remarkable,  even  in  his  earlieft  years^  may  eafily  be 
fi^pofed;  for  to  ufe  his  own  words  in  his  Life  of  Sydenham^  ^  That  the 
ffatngth  of  his  underfbnding,  the  accuracy  of  his  <£fcemment,  and  ardour 
of  his  curiofhy,  might  have  been  remarked  from  liis  in&ncy,  by  a  diligent 
4)b^rirer9  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt.    For,  there  is  no  inftance  of  any  man, 
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whofe  hiftoiy  has  been  minutely  related^  that  did  not  in  eveiy  part  of  life' 
difcover  the  fame  proportion  of  intelle£hial  vigour/' 

In  all  fuch  inveftigations  it  is  certainly  unwife  to  pay  too  mu^h  attention 
to  incidents  which  the  credulous  relate  with  eager  latisfii£Hon^  and  the  more 
icrupulous  or  witty  enquirer  confiders  only  as  topicks  of  ridicule  t  Yet  there 
is  a  traditional  ftory  of  the  infant  Hercules  of  toryilm^  fo  curioufly  charac- 
terifticky  that  I  fhall  not  withhold  it.  It  was  communicated  to  me  in  a. 
letter  from  Mifs  Mary  Adye,  of  Lichfield. 

"  When  Dr.  Sacheverel  was  at  Lichfield^  Johnfon  was  not  quite  three 
years  old.  My  grandfather  Hammond  obferved  him  at  the  cathedral  perched 
upon  his  Other's  fhoulders,  Hftenii^,  and  gs^mg  at  die  much  celebrated 
preacher.  Mr.  Hammond  aiked  Mr.  Johnlbn  how  he  could  poflibly  think 
of  bringing  fuch  an  infant  to  churchy  and  in  the  midft  of  i&  great  a  croud*. 
He  anfweredj  becg^ufe  it  was  impoflable  to  keep  him  at  home ;  for,  young  as 
he  was,  he  believed  he  had  caught  the  publick  fpirit  and  zeal  for  Sacheverel^ 
and  would  have  ftaid  for  ever  in  the  church,  iatisfied  with  beholding  him." 

Nor  can  I  omit  a  litde  inftance  of  that  jealous  independence  of  fpirit,  and 
impetuofity  of  temper,  which  never  forfook  him..  The  &&  wis  acknow- 
ledged to  me  by  himfelf)  upon  the  authority  of  his  mother.  One  day^  when 
the  fervant  who  ufed  to  be  kat  to  fchool  to  conduct  him  home,  had  hot 
come  m  time,  he  fetTout  byhimfelf^  thou^he  was  then  Ib.near-fighted,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  (loop  down  on  his  hands  and  knees  to  take  a  idew  of  the 
kennel  hcixt  he  ventured  to  flep  over  it.  His,  fchoolmiflrcfs,  afraid  that  he 
might  mifs  his  way,  or  &11  into  the  kennel,  or  be  run  over  by  a  cart,  foUowed. 
him  at  fongie  diftance.  He  happened  to  turn  about,  and  perceive  her..  Feel- 
ing her  eyeful  attention  as  an  infult  to  his  manlineis,  he  ran  back  to  her  in. 
a  rage,  md  beat  her^  as  well  as  his  flrength  woukl  permit. 

Of  the  fb:eng)h,of  his  mempry,j^  for  whi^h.he  was  all  his  life  eminent  to  a 
degree  alqioft  incredible^  th^  following:  early  ii^fcance  wa$  told^  nie  in  his 
prefence  at  Lichfield,  in  1776,  by  his  flep-daughter,  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  a^ 
iclated  to  her  by  his  mother.  When  he  was  a  child  in  pettifoats,  and  had 
leai9tto  read^  Mrs.  Johnfon  one  morning  put  the  common  prayer-book  into 
his  hands,,  pointed  to  the  coUeft  for  thQ  dayi  andj(aid>, ''  Sam^  you  muft  get 
this  by  heart.'/  She  went  up  ftairs,  leaving  him  to  itudy  it:  But  by  th9 
^Wt  (he  had  reached  the  fecond  flopr,  fhe  heard  him  following  her^  "  What's. 
the  matter  ?"  faid  fhe.  **  I  can  fay  it,"  he  replied ;  and  repeated  it  diftindtly,, 
ihpug^  be  could  not  have  read  it  over  more  than.tiyice. 
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But  there!  Im  been  another  ftoiy  of  his  infant  precocity  generally  circulated^ 
and  generally  believed>  the  truth  of  which  I  am  to  refote  upon  his  own 
authority.  It  is  told  ^  that,  wl^n  a  child  of  three  years  old,  he  chanced  to 
tread  upon  a  duckling,  the  eleventh  of  a  brood,  and  killed  its  upon  which, 
it  i;»  iaid^  he  dictated  to  his  mother  ttie  following  epitaph :   ' 

*'  Here  lies  good  mafter  duck. 

Whom  Samuel  Johnfon  trod  on ; 
If  it  had  liv'd,  it  had  been  good  luck. 

For  then  we'd  had  an  odd  one.'* 

« 

There  is  furely  internal  evidence  that  this  little  compofition  combines  in  it, 
what  no  child  of  three  ye^s  old  could  produce,  without  an  extenfion  of 
its  faculties  by  immediate  inlpiration ;  yet  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  Dn  Johnfbn'i 
ftep-daughter,.  pofitively  maintained  to  me,  in  his  prcfence,  that  there  could 
be  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  this  anecdote,  for  ihe  had  heard  it  from  hi& 
mother.  So  difficult  is  it  to  obtain  an  authentick  relation  of  fads,  and  fuch 
authority  may  there  be  for  errour  -,  for  he  allured  me,  that  his  father  made 
the  verfes,  and  wifhed  to  pafs  them  for  his  child's.  He  added,  "  my  fiujier 
was  a  fooliih  old  man ;  that  is  to  fay,  fooliih  in  talking  of  his  children  ^'* 

Young  Johnfon  had  the  misfortune  to  be  much  afHided  with  the  fcrophuh. 
Or  king's  evil,  which  disfigured  a  countenance  naturally  well  formed^  and 

9  Anecdotes  ot  Dr.  John£>n  by  Heftcr  Lynch  Plozzi,  p.  ii««— life  of  Dr.  Jobnfbn  by  Sir 
John  Hawkins,  p.  6. 

'  This  anecdote  of  the  duck,  though  diTpioved  by  internal  and  external  evidence,  has  neyer. 
thelefs>  upon  fnpp<^ion  of  its  truthy  been  made  the  foundation  of  the  following  ingenious  and 
fanciful  reflections  by  Mils  Seward,  amongft  the  communications  conceding  Dr.  Johnibn  witk 
which  (he  1  has  been  pleafed  to  favour  me»«-"  Tbefe  infant  numbers  contain  the  (beds  of  tho& 
propenfities  which  through  his  life  fo  ftrongly  marked  his  character,  of  that  poetick  talent  which 
afterwards  bore  fuch  rich  and  plentiful  fruits ;  for,  excepting  his  orthographick  works,  ereiy 
thing  which  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote  was  Poetry,  whofe  eifcnce  eonfifts  not  in  numbers,  ot  in  jingle» 
hut  in  the  ftrength  and  glow  of  a  fancy,  to  which  all  the  ftores  of  nature  and  of  art  (land  in 
prompt  adminiftration ;  and  in  an  eloquence  which  conveys  their  blended  iUaikations  ist  a  Ian* 
guage  '  more  tuneable  than  needs  or  rhyme  or  verfe  to -add  more  harmony.' 

**  The  above  little  verfes  alfo  (hew  that  fuperftitious  bias  which  '  grew  with  his  growth,  and 
fbengthenied  with  his  fbength,'  and  of  late  years  particularly  injured  his  happinefs,  by  pre(enting 
~to  him  the  gloomy  fide  of  religion,  rather  than  that -bright  and  cheering  one  which  gilds  the  period 
ef  clofing  life,  with  the  light  of  pious  iiope." 

Tfab  is  (b  beautifully  imagined,  that  I  would  not  fupprefs  It,  But,  like  many  other  ^theories, 
4t  it  deduced  from  a  fuppofed  fa^,  which  is,  indeed,  a  fidion. 
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hurt  his  viflial  nerves  lb  much,  that  he  did  nbt  fee  at  all  vnth  one  of  his  eyes, 
though  its  appearance  tvas  little  diflfercnt  from  that  of  the  other.  There  is 
amongft: his  prayers,  one  infcribed  "  fFben  my  eve  was  rejlored  to  its  ufe^y* 
which  afccrtains  a  defeft  that  many  of  his  friends  knew  he  had,  though 
I  never  perceived  it.  J  fuppoied  him  to  be  only  near-fighted ;  and  indeed 
I  muft  obferve,  that  in  no  other  refpeft  could  I  difcern  any  defefl:  in 
his  vifion ;  on  the  contrary,  the  force  of  his  attentioa  and  perceptive  quick- 
nefs  made  him  fee  and  diftinguilh  all  manner  of  objefts,  whether  of  nature 
or  of  art,  with  a  nicety  that  is  rarely  to.  be  found.  When  he  and  I  were 
travelling  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  I  pointed  out  to  him  a  moun** 
tain  which  I  obferved  refcmbled  a  cone,  he  correfted  niy  inaccuracy  by 
ftiewing  me,  that  it  was  indeed  pointed  at  the  top,  but  that  one  fide  of  it 
was  larger  than  the  other.  And  the  ladies  with  whom  he  was  acquainted 
agree,  that  no  man  was  more  nicely  and  minutely  critical  in  the  elegance  of 
female  drefs.  When  I  found  that *^  he  few  die  romandck  beauties  of  Iflam^ 
in  ^  Derbyfhire,  much  better  than  I  did,  I  told  him  that  he  refcmbled 
an  able  performer  upon  a  bad  inftrument.  How  falfe  and  contemp- 
tible then  are  all  the  remarks  which  have  been  made  to.  the  prejudice 
either  of  his  candour  or  of  his  philofophy,  founded  upon  a  fuppofition  that 
he  was  almoft  blind.  It  has  been  faid,  that  he  contracted  this  grievous 
malady  from  his  nurfe.  His  mother  yielding  to  the  foperftitious  nodon,, 
¥diich,  it  is  wonderful  to  think,  prevailed  fo  long  in  this  country,  as  to  the 
virtue  of  the  regal  touch ;  a  notion,  which  our  kings  encouraged,  and  to 
which  a  man  of  fiich  inquiry  and  fuch  judgement  as  Carte  could  give  credit  % 
carried  him  to  London,  where  he  was  actually  touched  by  Queen  Anne. 
Mrs.  Johnfon  indeed,  as  Mr.  Heftor  informed  me,  afted  fey  the  advice  of  the 
celebrated  Sir  John  Floyer,  then  a  phyfician  in*  Lichfield.  Johnfon  ufed  to 
talk  of  this  very  frankly  \  and  Mrs.  Piozii  has  prefcrved  his  very  pifturelque 
defcription  of  the  fcene,  as  it  remained  upon  his  fancy.  Being  afkcd  if  he 
could  remember  Queen  Anne,  "  Hc/had  (he  faid)  a  confofed,  but  fomehow 
a  fort  of  folemn  recolledbion  of  a  lady  in  diamonds,  and  a  long  black  hood  '.'* 
This  touch,  however,  was  without  any  efFeft.  I  ventured  to  lay  to  him,  in 
allufion  to  the  political  principles  in  which  he  was  educated,  and  of  which  he 
ever  retained  fome  odour,  that  '^  his  mother  had  not  carried  him  far  enough  i 
Jhe  fhould  have  taken  him  to  Rome," 

He  was  firft  taught  to  read  Englifh  by  Dame  Oliver^  a  widow,  who  kept 
a  fchool  for  young  children  in  Lichfield.     He  told  me  fiie  could  read  the 

^  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p,  27.  '  Anecdotes,  p.  io» 
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black  letter,  and  afked  him  to  borrofw  for  her,  from  Ms  father,  a  bible  in 
that  charadcn  When  he  was  going  to  Oxford,  flie  came  to  take  leave  of 
him,  brought  him,  in  the  fimplicity  of  her  kindnefs,  a  prefcnt  of  ginger- 
bread, and  laid  he  was  the  beft  icholar  flie  had  rv^er  had.  He  delighted  in 
mentioning  this  early  compliment ;  adding,  with  a  fmile,  that  '^  this  was  as 
high  a  proof  of  his  merit  as  he  could  conceive.*'  His  next  inftruftor  in 
Engliih  was  a  mafter,  whom,  when  he  Ipoke  of  him  to  me,  he  fami* 
liarly  called  Tom  Brbwn,  who,  faid  he,  ''publiflied  a  felling-book,  and 
dedicated  it  to  the  Universe  -, — but,  I  fear,  no  copy  of  it  can  now  be 
had/^      '  '  • 

He  began  to  leam  Latin  with  Mr.  Hawkins,  ufher,  or  under-mafter  of 
Lichfield  fchool,  ^  2l  man  (faid  he)  very  flcilful  in  his  little  way."  With 
him  he  continued  two  years,  and  then  rofe  to  be  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Hunter  the  head-mailer^  who,  according  to  his  account,  *^  was  very  fevere, 
and  wrong-headedly  fevere.  He  ufed  (laid  he)  to  beat  us  unmercifuUy ;  and 
he  did  not  diftbiguifh  between  ignorance  and  negligence ;  for  he  would  beat 
a  boy  equally  for  not  knowing  a  things  as  for  negle£ling  to  know  it.  He 
would  alk  a  boy  a  queftion ;  and  if  he  did  not  anfwer  it,  he  would  beat 
him,  without  confidering  whether  he  had  an  oppoitunity  of  knowing  how 
to  anlwer  it.  For  inftance,  he  would  call  up  a  boy  and  alk  him  Latin  for  a 
candleftick,  which  the  4xyy  could  not  exped  to  be  alked.  Now,  Sir,  if  a 
hoy  could  anfwer  every  queftion^  there  would  be  no  need  of  a  mafter  to 
teach  hincL*^ 

It  is,  however,  but  jxifticc  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Hunter  to  mention,  that 
thoi^h  he  might  err  in  being  too  fevere,  the  fchool  of  Lichfield  was  veiy 
re^£table  in  his  time.  The  late  Dn  Taylor,  Prebendary  of  Weftminfter, 
who  was  educated  under  him,  told  me,  that  he  was  an  excellent  mafter,  and 
that  his  ulhcrs  were  moft  of  th^m  men  of  eminence  5  that  Holbrook,  one  of 
ifae  moft  ingenious  men,  beft  foholars,  and  beft  preachers  of  his  age,  was 
^iflier  during  the  greateft  part  of  the  dme  that  Johnfon  was  at  fchooL  Then 
came  Hague,  of  whom  as  noucfa  might  be  faid>  wiih  the  addition  that  he  was 
an  elegant  poet.  Hague  was  focceeded  by  Green,  afterwards  Bilhop  of 
Lincoln,  whofe  character  in  the  learned  world  is  well  known.  In  the  fame 
form  with  Johnfon  was  Congreve,  who  afterwards  becanne  chaplain  to  Arch^ 
bilhop  Boulter^  and  by  that  conne&ion  obtsuned  good  preferment  in  Ireland. 
•He  was  a  younger  fon  q£  the  ancient  &mily  of  Congreve,  in  StafFordlhire,  of 
which  the  poet  was  a  branch.    His  brother  fold  the  eftate.    There  was  alfo 
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IjOwe>  afterwards  Canon  of  Windibr  i  who  was  tutor  to  the  preient  Marqms 
Townihcnd>  and  hb  brother  Charles* 

Indeed  Johnfon  was  irery^  fenfibk  how  much  he  owed  tx>  Mr.  Hunter. 
Mr.  Langton  one  day  afked  him  how  he  had  acquired .  fo  accurate  a  know^ 
'  ledge  of  Latin^  in  which,  I  believe,  he  was  exceeded  by  no  man  of  his 
time  i  he  4aid,  ^*  My  matter  whipt  me  very  well.  Without  that,  Sir,  I 
fhould  have  done  nothing."  He  told  Mr.  Langton,  that  while  Hunter  was 
flogging  his  boys  -unmercifully,  he  ufed  to  fay,  ''  And  this  I  do  to  fave  you 
from  the  gallows.''  Johnfon,  upon  all  occafions^  exprefled  his  approbation 
of  enforcing  inftruftion  by  means  of  the  rod.  "  I  would  rather  (faid  he) 
•have  the  rod  to  be  the  general  terrour  to  all,  to  make  them  learn,  than  tell  a 
child,  if  you  do  thus,  or  thus,  you  will  be  more  efteemed  than  your  brothers 
or  fifters.  The  rod  produces  an  cScSt  which  terminates  in  itfelf.  A  child  is 
afraid  of  being  whipped,  and  gets  his  talk,  and  there's  an  end  on't  j  whereas, 
by  exciting  emulation  and  companions  oC  fuperionty,  you  lay  the  foundation 
of  lafling  mifchief ;  you  make  brothers  and  fillers  hate  each  other." 

Mr.  Langton  told  me,  that  when  Johnlbn  faw  fome  young  ladies  in  Lin- 
colnfhire  who  were  remarkably  well  behaved,  owing  to  «their  mother's  ftri^t 
difcipline  and  fevere  correAion,  he  exclaimed,  in  one  of  Shakipeare's  lines 
a  little  varied,  ^<  RoJ^  I  wiJl  honour  thee  for  tkis  thy  duty.'* 

That  fuperiority  over  his  fellows,  which  he  maintained  with  fb  much  d^* 
nity  in  his  march  through  life,  was  not  ailiimed  from  vanity  and  oftentadoni 
1>ut  was  the  natural  and  conftant  efFeA  of  thoie  extraordinary  powers  of  min^ 
of  which  he  could  not .  b\it  be  coofcious  by  comparifon ;  the  intelledual 
difference,  which  in  other  cales  of  comparifon  of  charaders  is  often  a  matter 
of  ^undecided  contefl,  being  as  clear  in  his  cafe  as  the  fuperiority  of  feature 
in  fbme  men  above  others.  Johnfon  did  not  ftrut  or  fbuid  on  tip-toe :  He 
only  did  not  ftoop.  From  his  earlieft  years,  his  fuperiority  was  perceived 
and  acknowledged.  He  was  from  the  beginning  Av«s{  AvJjpciiv,  a  king  of  nie& 
His  fchoolfellow,  Mr.  Heftor,  has  obligingly  fumifhed  me  widi^  many  par- 
ticulars of  his  boyifh  days;  and  afliired  me,  that  he  never  knew  him 
correfted  at  fchool,  but  for  talking  and  diverting  other  boys  from  their 
l>uf]nefs.  He  feemed  to  learn  by  intuition ;  for  diough  indolence  and  pro- 
craftinadon  were  inherent  in  his  conititutioo,  whenever  he  made  an  exerdon 
he  did  more  than  any  one  elfe.  In  fhort,  he  is  a  memorable  infbuice  c£ 
what  has  been  often  obferved,  that  the  boy  is  the  man  in  miniature ;  .  and 
that  the  diftinguifhing  charaderifticks  ofeadi  individual  are  the  fame,  through 
<he  whole  courfe  of  life.    His  &vourites  ufed  to  receive  very  liberal  afEftance 

from 
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from  him  $  and  fuch  was  the  fubmiflion:  and  deference  widi  which  he  was 
treated)  fiich  the  defire  to  obtain^  his  regard,  that  three  of  the  boys,,  of  whom 
Mr.  Heftor  was  ibmetimes  one,  ufcd  to  comt  in  the  morning  as  his  humble 
attendants,,  and  cany  him  to  IchooL  One  in  the  middle  (looped,  while  he  ' 
fat  upon  his  back,  ani  one  on  each  fide  flipportcd  him;  and  thus  he  was 
borne  triumphant.  Such  a  proof  of  the  early  predominance  of  intclledhial 
vigour  is  very  remarkable,  and  does  honour  to  human  nature;  Talking  to 
me  once  himfelf  ofhis  being  much  dftinguifhcd  at  fchool)  he  told  me, 
*'  they  never  thought  to  raife  tm  by  comparing  me  to  any  one ;  they  never 
J&id,  Johnibn  is  as  good  a  Icholar  as  fiich  a  one ;  but  fiich  a  one  is  as  good  a 
fbhol^  as  Johofoa;  and  this  was  faid  but  of  one,  but  of  Lowe  i  and  I  do 
not  think  he  was  as  good  a  icholar/" 

He  difcovered  a  great  ambition  to  excels  '^ch  loufed  hinvto  counteraA 
his  indoleace*.  He  was  uncommonly  inquifidve ;-  and  his.  memory  was  {q 
tenacious;,  that  he  ne^ser  foi^t  any  thing  that  he  either  heard  or  lead.  Mn 
He£tor  remembers  having  recited  to  him.  eighteen' veries,  which,  after  a  littie 
paufe,  he  repeated  verbatimy  varymg  oidy  one  epithet,  by  which  he  improved 
the  line. 

He  never  joined  with  the  other  boys  in  their  (ndiiiary  divciiibns ,.  his  :on]y 
amufement  was  in  winter>  when  he.  took  a  pleaiure  in  being  drawn  upon  the 
ice  by  a  boy  barefooted,  who  puUed  himr  afeng  by  a  garter  fixed  round  him  i 
no  very  eafy  operation,  as  his  fize  was  remarkably  large.  His  defcftive 
fig^t,  indeed,  prevented  him  from  enjoying  the  conunon  fpdrts  ^  and  he  once 
pleafantly  remarked  to  me,  how  wooder^y  well  he  had  contrived  to  be 
idle  without  them.  Lord  Chefterfield,  however,  has  juftly  oblerved  in  one 
of  his  letters,  when  earneftiy  caudoning  a  fiiend  againit  the  pernicioti^  efFeAs 
of  idlenefs,  that  addve  iports  are  not  to  be  reckoned  idJenefs  in  young 
people  y  and  that  the  liftlci^  torpor  of  doing,  nothing,  alone  deferves  that 
name.  Of  this  diiiqfd  inertnefs  of  dilpofition^  Johnlbn  had  all  his  life  too 
great  a  fharc  Mr^  He£):or  relates,  diat  '^  he  could  not  oblige  him  more  than. 
by  fauntering  away  the  hours  of  vacadon  in  the  fieklSj^  during  which  he  was 
more  engaged  ia  talking  to.  himfelf  than  to  his  companion." 

Dr.  Percy,  the  Bifhpp  of  Dromore,  who  .was  long  indmately  acquainted 
with  bin),  and  has  preieryed  ^  few  anecdotes  concerning,  hikny  regretdng  that 
he  was  not  a  qiore  diligent  coUe£h>i\  Infornpus  me,  diat  ^*  when  a  boy  he  was 
immoderately  fond  of  reading  romances  of  chivalry,  and  he  retained  his  fond- 
neis  for  them  through  life;  fo  that  (adds  his*  Lordfliip)  fpending  part  of  a. 
fiiouner  at  my  parfonage-houfein  the  wiMry,  hechofe  for  his  regular  read* 

ing. 
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1 72;*  ing  the  old  Spantlh  jx>xnance  of  Fuii^marte  of  HiRCANrA>  in  folioj  whidi  he 
!ffitat.  1 6.  ^^^  ^^^^^  through.  Yet  I  have  heard  hira  accribute  to  thefe  extravagant 
fidions,  that  unfettled  turn  «f  mind  which  prevented  his  ever  fixing  in  any 
profeffion." 

After  having  refidcd  for  fome  time  at  the  houfc  of  his  uncle,  Cor- 
tieiius  Ford,  Johnfon  was,  at  the  age  of  .flfteen,  removed,  to  the  fckool  of 
Stourbridge,  in  Worcefterfhire,  of  which  Mn  Wentworth  was  then  mafter. 
This  ftep  was  taken  by  the  advice  of  his  coufin,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Ford,  a 
man  in  whom  both  talents  and  good  diipofitions  were  di%raced  by  licen* 
laoulhefs^  but  who  was  a  very  able  judge  of  what  was  right.  At  this  ichooi 
te  did  not  receive  fo  miiich  benefit  as.  was  expected.  It  has  been  faid,  that 
he  a6bed  in  the  capacity  of  an  afldftant  to  Mr.  Wentworth,  in  teaching  the 
younger  boys.  "  Mr.  Wdntwcrth  (he  told  me)  was  a  very  able  man,  but 
an  idle  man,  and  to  me  very  levere ;  but  I  cannot  blame  him  much.  I  was 
then  a  big  boy ;  he  faw  I  did  not  reverence  him;  and  that  he  fhould  get  no 
honour  by  me.  I  had  broii^  enough  widi  me,  to  carry  me  through ;  and 
all  I  fliould  get  at  his  fchool  would  be  afcribed  to  my  own  labour,  or  to  my 
former  mafter.    Yet  he  taught  me  a  great  deal.*' 

He  thus  diicriminatsed^  to  Dr.  Percy^  Bifhop  of  Dromore,  his  progrefs  at 
his  two  grammar-fchools.  ^^  At  one,  I  learnt  much  in  the  fchool,  bm  little 
from  the  matter;  in  the  other,  I  learnt  much  from  the  mafter,  but  litde  in 
thefchopL" 

The  Bi/hop  alio  informs  me,  that  **  Dr.  Johnlbn's  father,  before  he  was 
received  at  Stourbridge,  applied  to  have  him  admitted  as  a  fcholar  and  afiiftant 
to  the  Reverend  Samuel  L,ea,  M.*  A.  head  mafter  of  Newport  fchool,  in 
Shropfliire,  (a  very  diligent  good  teacher,  at  that  time  in  high  reputation, 
under  whom  Mr.  Hollis  is  faid,  id  the  Memoirs  of  his  Life,  to  have  been 
alfo  educated*).  This  application  to  Mr.  Lea  was  not  fuccefsfulj  but 
Johnfon  had  afterwards  the  gratification  to  hear  that  the  old  gendeman,  who 
lived  to  a  very  advanced  age,  mentioned  it  as  one  of  the  moft  memorable  events 

• 

of  his  life,  that  **  he  was  very  near  having  that  great  man  for  his  fcholar."  * 

He  remained  at  Stourbridge  little  more  than  a  year,  and  then  returned 
home,  where  he  may  be  faid'  to  have  loiterfd,  for  two  years,  in  a  ftate  very 
unworthy  his  uncommon  abilities.  He  had  already  given  feveral  proofs  of 
his  poetical  genius,    both  ki  his  fohoor-exercifos  and  in  other   occaiional 

^  He  is  fiud  to  be  the  ori^nal  of  the  pariaa  in  Hogaith's  Modem  Midnight  Converfiuioiu 
*  As  WIS  likflieile  the  Biftop  of  DrpnoiQ  iiwy  y«m  afi^^ 

3  compofidons. 
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coiTjpofitions.  Of  thefe  I  .have  obtained  a  confiderable  colleftion,  by  the 
iavour  of  Mr.  Wfentworth,  fon  of  one  oT  his  mafters,  and  of  Mr,  Heftor, 
his  fchoolfcUow  and  friend  i  from  which  I  f^left  the  following  fpee^ens  : 

Tranjlaim'of  YiXGiL.     Paftoral  L 

M  £  L  I  B  i£  u  s. 

___  •  •  '  *  ' 

NOW,  Tityrus,  you,  fimine  and  carelefs  laid. 

Play  on  your  pipe  beneath  this  beechen  fhadc ; 

While  wretched  we  about  the  world  muft  roam» 

And  leave  our  pleafing  fields  and  narive  home. 

Here  at  your  eafe  you  ling  your  amorous  flame> 

And  the  wood  rings  with  Amarillis'  nwic. 

TITYRUS. 

Thofe  blefTings,  friend,  a  deity  beftow'd. 
For  I  (hall  never  think  him  Icfe  than  God  j 
Oft  on  his  altar  (hall  my  firftlings  lie. 
Their  blood  the  confecrated  flones  fh^  dye : 
He  gave  my  flocks  to  gra^  the  flowery  meads^ 
And  me^  tune  at  eafe  th'  unequal  reeds. 

M£LIBi£U&. 

My  admiration  only  I  expceft^ 
(No  (park  of  envy  harbours  in  my  bread) 
That  when  confufion  o'er  the  country  reignSj 
To  you  alone  this  happy  flate  remains. 
Here  I,  though  faint  myfelf>  muft  drive  my  goats. 
Far  from  their  antient  fields  and  humble  cots. 
This  fcarce  I  lead,  who  left  on  yonder  rock 
Two  tender  kids,  the  hopes  of  all  the  flock. 
Had  we  not  been  perverfe  and  carele(s  grown. 
This  dire  event  by  omens  was  fore(hown  s 
Our  trees  were  blafted  by  the  thunder  (ikroke. 
And  left-hand  crows,  from  an  old  hollow  oak. 
Foretold  the  coming  evil  by  their  diiinal  croak. 
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Tr^ttffiatm  tf  HoRACBt  Book  l^  Ode  zxii. 

THE  maiij  my  fiiend^  whofe  conlcious  heart 
With  virtue's  facred  ardour  gbws,  ' 

Nor  twits  with  death  the  envenomed  dart^ 
Nor  needs  the  guard  of  Moorifh  bows: 

Though  Scythsa's  icy  dift  he  treads. 
Or  horrid  Afiick's  faithlefi  iands  i 

Or  where  the  fiun'd  Hyda4)es  ipreads 
His  liquid  wealth  o'er  barbarous  lands* 

For  while  by  Chloe's  image  charm*d> 
Too  far  in  Sabine  woods  I  ftrayM^ 

Me  finging^  carelefs  and  unarm'c^ 
A  grizfy  wolf  fiiipriied,  and  fled. 

No  favage  more  portentous  ftain'd 
Apulia's  ^acious  wilds  with  gore  > 

None  fiercer  Juba's  thirfty  hndj 
Dire  nurie  of  n^;ing  lions»  bore. 

Place  me  where  no  fbk  iiimmer  gale 
Among  the  quivering  branches  fighs  ; 

Where  clouds  coridens'd  for  ever  veil 
With  horrid  gloom  the  irownn^  fkies  : 

Place  me  beneath  the  busrmog  bie» 
A  clime  deny'd  to  human  race ; 
'         m  fing  of  Chloe^s  charms  divine^ 

Her  heavenly  voiccj  mi  beajuteous  face. 


TranfUHim  of  HoRAei^  Bo$k  II.   Ode  ix. 

CLOUDS  da  nor  alwa^ys  veil  the  ikies. 

Nor  ihowers  immerie  die  veidaiit  plsunr ; 
Nor  do  the  biHows  ahvays  rife, 

Or  ftorms  afflict  the  ruffled  main» 

Nof 
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Nor,  Vziffus,  on  th'  Armeniari  fhores 

Do  the  chain'd  vraters  always  freeze  ^ 
Not  always  furious  Boreas  roars^ 

Or  bends  with  violent  force  the  trees, 

But*yo;ii  are  ever  drawn^d  in  tears^ 

For  Myftes  dead  you  ever  moura  ^ 
No  fetting  Sol  can  eafe  your  care> 

But  finds  you  fad  ac  his  retunu 

The  wife  experienced  Grecian  fage, 

Moum'd  not  Antilochus  io  long  i 
Nor  did  King  Priam's  hoaiy  age 

So  much  lament  his  flaughter'd  ibn« 

Leave  ofl^  atkngdi,  tfaelb  woman's  fig^ 

Auguftus' nuniefow  trophies  fing  s 
Repeat  that  princeV  ^£torie8» 

To  whom  all  nations  tribute  bring*. 

Niphates  rolls  an  humbler  wave. 

At  length  the  undaunted  Scythian  yields> 
Content  to  live  the  Romans*  ihve. 

And  fcarce  forfakes  his  native  fields. 

^ranflatm  of  part  cf  the  DUdcpte  ietwem  Hbctor  miAiroitOMACHit 

firm  the  fixtb  Book  of  Hombr's  Iliad« 

SHE  ceas'd  j  then  godlike  Heftdr  aniwer'd  kindi— -» 
(His  various  plumage  fporting  in  the  wind) 
That  poft,  and  all  the  reft,  /hall  be  my  care^ 
But  fhall  I,  then,  forfake  the  imfiniihM  war  ? 
How  would  the  Trqaos  brand  great  Heftor's  name  I 
And  one  bafe  aftion  fully  all  my  fam^ 
Acquir-d  by  wounds,  and  batdes  bravely  fought  1 
Oh  V  how  my  foul  abhors  fo  mean  a  thought. 
Loi\g  fince  1  Jearn'd  to  ilight  this  fieedng  breath,  » 

And  view  with  cheerful  eyes  approaching  deatlu 
The  inexorable  lifters  have  decreed 
That  Priam's  houfe,  and  Priam'«  fdf  fliall  bleed: 

D  a  TJie 
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The  day  will  come,  in  which  proud  Troy  Ihall  yield, 
And  Ipread  its  fmoking  ruins  o'er  die  field. 
Yet  Hecuba's,  nor  Priam's  hoary  age. 
Whole  blood  fliall  quench  fome  Grecian's  thirfly  rage. 
Nor  my  brave  brothers,  that  have  bit  the  ground, 
Their  fouls  difmifs'd  through  many  -a  ghaftly  wound. 
Can  in  my  bolbm  half,  that  grief  create. 
As  the  (ad  thought  of  your  impending  fete ; 
When  fome  proud  Grecian  dame  fhall  taflcs  impofe, 
Mimick  your  tears,  and  ridicule  your  woes ; 
Beneath  Hyperia's  waters  Ihall  you  Iweat, 
And,  fainting,  fcarce  (lipport  the  liquid  weight ; 
Then  Ihall  fome  Argive  loud  infulring  cry, 
Behold  the  wife  of  Hedor,  guard  of  Troy  ! 
Tears,  at  my  name,  Ihsill  drown  thoie  beauteous  eycSj 
And  that  fair  bofom  h^ave  widi  rifmg  iighs  ! 
Before  that  day,  by  fome  brave  hero's  hand. 
May  I  lie  flain,  and  fpurl^  the  UOQdy  fwd ! 

To  a  Young  Lady  on  her  Birth-Day*. 

THIS  tributary  verfe  receit^c,  my  fair. 
Warm  with  an  ardent  lover's  fbndeft  pray'r.. 
May  this  returning  day  for  ever  find 
,  .    Thy  form-  mor^  lovely,  more  adorn'd  thy  mind ; 
All  pains,  ail  cares^  may  favouring  heav'n  remove. 
All  but  the  Iweet  folicitudes  of  love  ! 
May  powerful  nature  join  with  grateful  art. 
To  point  each  ^ance;  und  force  it  to  the  heart ! 
O  then,  when  conquer'd  crouds  confcfs  thy  iway. 
When  even  proud  wealth  and  prouder  wit  obey. 
My  fair,  be  mindfUl  of  die  mighty  truft, 
Alas !  'tis  hard  for  beauty  to  be  juft. 
Thoie  fovercign  charms  with  ftriftefl  care  employ  $ 
Nor  give  the  generous  pain,  Ae  worthlels  joy : 
With  his  own  form  acquaint  the  forward  fool. 
Shewn  in  the  faithfol  glafs  of  ridicule ; 

'  Mr.  He£tor  ipforms  me,  tbat  this  was  made  alinoft  imfromftu,  in  his  pxefeacc. 

Teach 
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Teach  mimick  cenfore  her  own  faults  to  find,       * 
No  more  let  coquets  to  themfelres  be  blind. 
So  fhall  Belinda's  charms  improve  mankind. 

The  Young  Authour^ 

WHEN  firft  the  peafant,  long  inclined  to  roam, 
Forlakes  his  rural  Iports  and  peaceful  home, 
Pleas'd  with  the  fcene  the  fmiling  ocean  yields. 
He  fcorns  the  verdant  meads  and  flow'ry  fields ; 
Then  dances  jocund  o'er  the  watery  way. 
While  the  breeze  whilpers,  and  the  ftreamers  play : 
Unbounded  pro^efts  in  his  bofom  roll. 
And  future  millions  lift  his  riling  foul ; 
In  blifsful  dreams  he  digs  the  golden  mine. 
And  raptur'd  fees  the  new-found  ruby  fhii^* 
Joys  infincere  !  thick  clouds  invade  the  ikies> 
Loud  roar  the  billows,  high  the  waves  arife^i 
Sick'ning  with  fear>  he  longs  to  view  the  fliorcj 
And  vows  to  truft  the  faithlefs  deep  no  inore. 
So  the  young  Authour,  panting  after  fame^  . .  ^ 

And  the  long  honours  of  a  Jafting  name, 
Entrufts  his  happinefs  to  human  kind. 
More  falfe,  more  cruel,  than  the  feas  or  wIikL  ' 

"  Toil  on,  dull  croud,  in  extacies  he  cries, 
For  wealth  or  title,  periihable  prize  j 
While  I  thole  tranfitory  bleilings  fcora. 
Secure  of  praife  from  ages  yet  unborn," 
This  thoiight  once  form'd,  all  counfel  coities  too  late. 
He  flies  to  prefs,  and  hurries  on  his  fate  s 
Swiftly  he  fees  the  imagined  laurels  fpread. 
And  feels  the  unfiuling  wreath  ilirround  his  head. 
Wam'd  by  another's  £ite^  vain  .youth, .  be  wife, 
Thofe  dreams  were  Settle's  once,  and  .Ogiiby^s : 
The  panriphlet  fpreads,  incef&nt  hifles  rife>     . 
To  fome  retreat  the  baffied  writer  flies  i 


'  This  he  inferted,  with  vaxay,  abmtjons,  id  the  Gw/tkmsn*9  MagaxinCr  1743* 
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Where  no  four  criticks  fiiarl,  no'  ibcers  moled:, 

Safe  from  the  tart  lainpoon,  and  itiinging  jeft  -,  *     ^ 

There  begs  of  heav'n  a  lefs  4iftinguiih'(l  ^Qt, 

<jlad  to  be  hid>  and  proud  to  be  forgot. 

BpiloguEj  intended  to  hiroe  been  Jpoken  by  a  Lady  who  fvas  to  per/onate  the 

Ghoft  of  Hexmione'. 

Y  E  blooming  t;raui,  who  giv^e  deljpair  or  joy^- 
Blefs  with  a  imile,  or  with  a  frowft  deftroy ;     ^ 
In  whole  fair  cheeks  deftriKflive  Cupjds  wait> 
And  with  un^nii^  fliafb  diftribute  &te$ 
Whofc  fiiowy  breafta,  whole  animated  cjres> 
Each  youth  admires^  though  each  admirer  dies  \ 
Whilft  you  deride  their  pangs  in  barb'rous  play, 
Unpitymg  fee  them  weep,  and  hear  them  pray. 
And  unrelendng  fport  ten  dioufand  Kves  away  i 
For  you,  ye  fair,  I  quit  die  gloomy  plains. 
Where  fable  night  in  all  her  horrour  reigns  ; 
No  fragrant  bowers,  no  delightfol  glades. 
Receive  th'  unha^y  gholb  of  fcomfiil  maids. 
For  kind,  for  tender  nymphs  the  myrtle  blooms. 
And  weaves  her  bending  boughs  in  pleafing  glooms  i 
Perennial  roles*  deck  each  puq^e  vak. 
And  fcents  ambrofirf-  breathe  in  every  gale : 
Far  hence  are  banilh'd  vapours,  ^leen,  and  tears^ 
.  Tea,  fcandal,  ivory  teedi,  and  lai^id  airs ; 
No  pug,  nor  favourite  Cupid  dierc  enjoys 
The  balmy  kifs^  fop  which  poor  Thyriis  dies  j 
Form'd  to  delight,  Aey  ufe  no  foreign  arms. 
Nor  torturing  whalebones  pinch  diem  into  charms ; 
No  confcious-  blulhes- there  their  cheeks  inflame. 
For  thofc  who^  feel  no^gmkvcan  know  no  Ihame ; 
Unfeded  ftjjl  their  9Stmtf  charms  they  fhcw. 
Around  them  pleafores  wait>  and  joys  for  ever  new.  * 

^  Some  young  ladies  at  licbfield  having  propofed  to  aft  <«  The  Diftiefled  Mother,'*  Johiifon 
wrote  this^  and  p?c  it  to  Afe  ifeAor  to  conrey,  st  pnvately  to  theuw 

3  Bifc 
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But  cruel  virgins  meet  fcvcrer  fates  ; 
Expell'd  and  exil'd  from  the  blifeful  feats,. 
To  difmal  realms,  and  regions  void  of  peace^ 
Where  furies  ever  howl,  and  ferpcnts  hils. 
O'er  the  fad  plains  perpetual  tempcffs  figh  ; 
And  pois'nous  T^pours,  black'ning  all  the  (kyi. 
With  livid  hue  the  faireft  face  b'ercaft,' 
And  every  beauty  withers  at  the  blaft : 
Where  e'er  they  fly  their  lover's  ghofts  puriue,, 
Inflifting  all  thofe  ills  which  once  they  knew> 
Vexation,  Fury,  Jealoufy,  Delpair, 
Vex  ev'ry  eye,  and  every  bofem  tear  ; 
Their  foul  deformities  by  all  defcry'd. 
No  maid  to  flatter,  and  no  paint  to  hide. 
Then  melt,  ye  fair,  while  crouds  around  yo»  figh. 
Nor  let  dildain  fit  lowering  in  your  eye ; 
With  pity  foften  every  awfol  grace, 
'  And  beauty  Irnile  aulpicious  in  each  face  j 
To  eafe  their  pains  exert  ybur  milder  power. 
So  fhall  you  guiltlefs  reign,,  and  all  mankind  adore^ 

The  two  years  which,  he  Ipent  at  home,,  after  his  return  from  Stourbri<%e,» 
he  pafled  in  what  he  thought  idlenels,  and  was  feolded  by  his  j&ther  for  his 
want  of  fteady  application.  He  had  no-  ietded  plaa  of  life,  nor  looked 
forward  at  all,  but  merely  lived  from  day  to  day.  Yet  he  read  a  great  deal 
in  a  defUtory  manner,,  without  any  fcfaeme  of  ftudy,  as  chance  threw 
iK)oks  in  his  way,  and  inclination  dire£ted  him  through  them.  He*  ufed  t<y 
mention  one  curious  infbaice  of  his  cafual  reacfing,  when  but  a  boy.  Having, 
anagined  that  his  brother  had  hid  ibme  apples  behind  a  large  &lio  upon  an. 
tipper  ihelf  ifi  his  father's  ihop,  he  climbed  up  to  fearch  for  them.  Ther^ 
were  no  apples  i  but  the  large  folio  proved  to  be  Petrarch,,  whom  he  had 
ficn  mentioned,  in  fbme  prefece,  as  one  of  die  reffiorers  of  learning.  His 
curiofity  having  been  thus  excited,  he  iat  dowa  with  avidity,  and  read  a  great 
part  of  the  book.  What  he  i*ead  during  Aefe  two  years,  he  told  me,  was 
not  works  of  mere  amufement,  '^  not  voyages  and  travels,  but  all  literature^ 
Sir,  all  ancient  writers^  all  manly  j  though  but  litde  Greek,  only  fome  of 
Anacreon  and  Hefiod  ^  but  in  this  irregular  manner  (added  he)  Y  had  looked 
mto  a  great  many  books,  which  were  not  conunonly  known  at  the  Univer- 

fities,. 
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fities,  where  they  feldom  read  any  books  but  what  are  put  into  their  hand« 
by  their  tutors ;  fo  that  when  I  came  to  Oxford^  Dr.  Adams,  •  mailer  of 
Pembroke  College,  told  nie,  I  was  the  bed  qualified  for  the  Univerfity  that 
he  had  ever  known  come  there." 

In  eftimating  the  progrcfs  of  his  mind  during  thefe  two  years,  as  well  as 
in  future  periods  of  his  life,  we  muft  not  regard  his  own  hafly  confeflion  of 
idlenefs  s  for  we  fee,  when  lie  explains  himfelfi  that  he  was  acquiring  various 
ftores ;  and,  indeed,  he  himfelf  concluded  the  account,  with  faying,  "  I 
would  not  have  you  think  I  was  doing  nothing  then."  He  might,  perhaps, 
have  ftudied  more  affiduoully ;  but  it  may  be  doubted,  whether  fuch  a  mind 
as  his  was  not  more  enriched  by  roaming  at  large  in  the  fields  of  literature, 
than  if  it  had  been  confined  to  any  fingle  fpot.  The  analogy  between 
body  and  mind  is  very  general,  and  the  parallel  will  hold  as  io  their  food,  as 
well  as  any  other  parricular. .  The  fleih  of  animals  who  feed  cxcurfivcly,  is 
allowed  to  have  a  higher  flavour  than  that  of  thofe  who  are  cooped  up. 
May  there  not  be  the  fame  difference  between  men  who  read  as  their  tafte 
prompts,  and  men  who  are  confined  in  cells  and  colleges  to  dated  talks  ? 

That  a  man  in  Mr.  Michael  Johnfon'?.  circumftances  Ihould  think  of  fend- 
ing his  fon  to  die  expenfive  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  at  his  own  charge,  feems 
very  improbable.  The  fubjeft  was  too  delicate  to  qucftion  Johnfon  upon ; 
But  I  have  been  affured  by  Dr.  Taylor,  that  the  fcheme  never  would  have 
taken  place,  had  not  a  gentleman .  of  Shropshire,  one  of  his  fchoolfeUows, 
fpontaneoufly  undertaken  to  fupport  him  at  Oxford>  in  the  charafter  of  his 
companion ;  though,  in  faft,  he  never  received  any  alliftance  whatever  from 
that  gendenun. 

He,  however,  went  to  Oxford,  and  was  entered  a  Commoner  of  Pembfokci 
Cdllege,  on  the  31ft  of  Odtober,  1728,  being  then  in  his  nineteenth  year. 

The  Reverend  Dr.  .Adams,  who  afterwards  prefided  over  Pembroke 
College  with  univcrial  efteem,  told  me  he  was  prefent,  and  gave  me  ibme 
account  of  what  pafled  on  the  night  of  Johnfon's  arrival  at  Oxford.  On  that 
evening,  his  father,  who  had  anxioufly  accompanied  him,  found  means  to 
have  him  introduced  to  Mr.  Jorden,  who  was  to  be  his  tutor.  His  being 
put  under  any  tutor,  reminds  us  of  what  Wood  fays  of  Robert  Burton; 
authour  of  the  "  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,"  when  elefted  ftudent  of  Chrift 
Church ;  "  for  form's  fake,  f bough  be  wanted  not  a  tutor y  he  was  put  under 
the  tuidon  of  Dr.  John  Bancroft,  a&erwards  Biihop  of  Oxon^'* 


*  Athen.  Oxoii*  edit.  1721.  p.  628* 
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His  father  feemed  very  full  of  the  merits  of  his  fon,  and  told  tte  company  he      » 72^- 
was  a  good  fcholar,  and  a  poet,  and  wrote  Latin  vcrfes.     His  figure  and  manner  ^Eta/.  1 9, 
appeared  ftrange  to  them ;  but  he  behaved!  modefUy,  and  fat  filent,  till  upon 
lomething  which  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  converfiition,  he  fiiddcnly  llruck 
in  and  quoted  Macrobius ;  and  thus  he  gave  the  firil  impreflion  of  that  more 
extenfive  reading  in  which  he  had  indulged  himielf. 

His  tutor,  Mr.  Jorden,  fellow  of  Pembroke,  was  not,  it  fcems,  a  man 
of  fuch  abilities  as  we  fhould  conceive  requifite  for  the  inflruftor  of  Samuel 
Johnfon,  who  gave  me  the  following  account  of  him.  "  He  was  a  very 
worthy  man,  but  a  heavy  man,  and  I  did  not  profit  much  by  his  inftrudlions. 
Indeed,  I  did  not  attend  him  much.  The  firft  day  after  I  came  to  college, 
I  waited  upon  him,  and  then  ftaid  away  four.  On  the  fixth,  Mr.  Jorden 
afked  me  why  I  had  not  attended.  I  anfwered,  I  had  been  Aiding  in  Chrift- 
Church  meadow.  And  this  I  faid  with  as  much  nm-cbalance  as  I  am  now  * 
talking  to  you.  I  had  no  notion  that  I  was  wrong  or  irreverent  to  my  tutor." 
BoswELL.  "That,  Sir,  was  great  fortitude  of  nniind."  Johnson.  "No,  Sir; 
ftarkinfenfibihty*." 

The  fifth  of  November  was  at  that  time  kept  with  great  folemnity  at 
Pembroke  College?"  and  exercifes  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  day  were  required. 
Johnfon  neglefted  to  perform  his,  which  is  much  to  be  regretted ;  for  his 
vivacity  of  imagination,  and  force  of  language,  would  probably  have  pro- 
duced fomething"  fublime  upon  the  gunpowder  plot.  To  apologife  for  his 
negle£t,  he  gave  in  a  Ihort  copy  of  verfes,  entitled  Somnium^  containing  a 
common  thought  i  "  that  the  Mufe  had  come  to  him  in  his  fleep,  and  whif- 
pered  that  it  did  not  become  him  to  write  on  fuch  fubjefts  as  politicks ;  he 
fhould  confine  himfelf  to  humbler  themes : "  but  the  verfification  was  truly 
Virgilian. 

He  had  a  love  and  refpeft  for  Jorden,  not  for  his  literature,  but  for  his 
worth.  "  Whenever  (faid  he)  a  young  man  becomes  Jorden's  pupil,  he 
becomes  his  fon." 

Having  given  fuch  a  Ipecimen  of  his  poetical  powers,  he  was  afked  by 
Mr.  Jorden  to  tranflatc  Pope's  Mefliah  into  Latin  verfe,  as  a  Chriflmas  exer- 
cifc.  He  performed  it  with  uncommon  rapidity,  and  in  fo  mafterly  i  manner, 

■  Oxford,  20th  March,  1776. 

*  It  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  Dr.  Johnfon  was  apt,  in  his  literary  as  well  as  moral  cxcr- 
cifca,  to  overcharge  his  defe^.  Dr.  Adams  informed  me,  that  he  attended  his  tutor's  Icftures, 
and  alio  the  leAares  m  the  College  Hall,  very  regularly. 

E  that 
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that  he  obtained  great  applaufe  from  it,  which  ever  after  kept  him  high  in  the 
eftimation  of  his  College,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the  Univerfity. 

It  is  faid,  that  Mn  Pope  exprefled  himfelf  concerning  it  in  terms  of  ftrong 
approbation.  Dr.  Taylor  told  me,  that  it  was  firft  printed  for  old  Mr. 
Johnfon,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  fon,  who  was  very  angry  when  he 
heard  of  it.  A  mifcellany  of  Poems,  colle6ted  by  a  perfon  of  the  name  of 
Hufbands,  was  publifhed  at  Oxford  in  1731.  In  that  mifcellany  Johnfon's 
Tranllation  of  the  Meffiah  appeared^  with  this  modeit  motto  from  Scaliger's 
Poedcks,  "  Ex  alieno  ingmo  Poeta^  exjuo  tantum  verjificator'^ 

I  am  not  ignorant  that  critical  obje6tions  have  been  made  to  this  and 
other  Ipecimens  of  Johnlbn's  Larin  Poetry.  I  acknowledge  myfelf  not 
competent  to  decide  on  a  queftion  of  fuch  extreme  nicety.'  But  I  am 
fausfied  with  the  juft  and  difcriminative  eulogy  pronounced  upon  it  by  my 
friend  Mr.  Courtenay. 


*^  And  with  like  eafe  his  vivid  lines  afliime 
**  The  garb  and  dignity  of  ancient  Rome.— 
"  Let  college  verfe-tnen  trite  conceits  expreis, 
**  Trick'd  out  in  fpkndid  Ihreds  of  Virgil's-drefs  j 
From  playful  Ovid  cuU  the  dnfel  phrafe, 
And  vapid  notions  hitch  in  pilfer'd  lays ; 
"  Then  with  mofaick  art  the  piece  combine, 
''  And  boafl:  the  glitter  of  each  dulcet  line : 
**  Johnfon  adventur'd  boldly  to  tranifufe 
His  vigorous  fenfe  into  the  Ladan  muie ;' 
Alpir'd  to  ihine  by  unrefledted  light, 
"  And  with  a  Roman's  ardour  think  and  write. 
"  He  felt  the  tuneful  Nine  his  brcaft  inlpire, 
'*  And>  like  a  mafter,  wak'd  the  fbothing  lyre : 
Horadan  ftrains  a  grateful  heart  proclaim. 
While  Sky's  wild  rocks  refound  his  Thraiia's  name.- 
Heiperia's  plant,  in  fome  lefs  fkilful  hands, 
'*  To  bloom  a  while,  fa£tidous  heat  demands ; 
Though  glowing  Maro  a  faint  wantith  fupplies> 
The  fickly  bloflbm  in  the  hot-houle  dies.: 
By  Johnfon's  genial  culture,  art,  and  toil. 
Its  root  ftrikes  deep,  and  owns  the  fofl'ring  foil ; 
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^^  Imbibes  our  fun  through  all  its  fwelling  veins^ 
**  And  grows  a  native  of  Britannia's  plains '." 

The  "  morbid  melancholy"  which  was  lurking  in  his  conftitution,  and  to 
which  we  may  afcribe  thofe  particularities^  and  that  averfion  to  regular 
life,  which,  at  a  very  early  period,  marked  his  charader,  gathered  fuch 
ftrcngth  in  his  twentieth  year,  as  to  affltCfc  him  in  a  dreadflil  manner.  While 
he  was  at  Lichfield,  in  the  College  vacation  of  the  year  1729,  he  felt  him- 
felf  overwhelmed  with  an  horrible  hypochondria,  with  perpetual  irritation, 
fretflilnefs,  and  impatience ;  and  with  a  dgeAion,  gloom,  and  deipair,  which 
made  exiftence  mifery.  From  this  difmal  malady  he  never  afterwards  was 
perfeftly  relieved ;  and  all  his  labours,  and  all  his  enjoyments,  were  but  tem- 
porary interruptions  of  its  baleful  influence.  How  wonderful,  how  unfearch- 
able  are  the  ways  of  G  o  d  !  Johnfon,  who  was  blefl:  with  all  the  powers  of 
genius  and  underftanding  in  a  degree  far  above  the  ordinary  flate  of  human 
nature,  was  at  the  fame  idme  vifited  with  a  difbrder  fb  afflidtive,  that  they  who 
know  it  by  dire  experience,  will  not  envy  his  exalted  endowments.  That  it 
was,  in  fome  degree,  occafioned  by  a  defeft  in  his  nervous  fyflem,  that  inex- 
plicable part  of  our  frame,  appears  highly  probable.  He  told  Mr.  Paradifc 
that  he  was  fometimes  fo  languid  and  inefficient,  that  he  could  not  diflin* 
guifh  the  hour  upon  the  town-clock. 

Johnfon,  upon  the  firfl  violent  attack  of  this  diforder,  fbove  to  overcome 
it  by  forcible  exertions.  He  frequendy  walked  to  Birmingham  and  back 
again,  and  tried  many  other  expedients,  but  all  in  vam.  His  expreflion 
concerning  it  to  me  was,  ^  I  did  not  then  know  how  to  manage  it."  His 
difbefs  became  fo  intolerable,  that  he  applied  to  Dr.  Swinfen,  phylician  in 
Lichfield,  his  godfather,  and  put  into  kis  hands  a  flate  of  his  cafe,  written 
in  Latin.  Dr.  Swinfen  was  fo  much  flruck  with  the  extraordinary  acutenefs, 
refearch,  and  eloquence  of  this  paper,  that  in  his  zeal  for  his  godfon  he 
(hewed  it  to  feveral  people.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Defmoulins,  who  was  many 
years  humanely  fuppoited  in  Dr.  Johnfon's  houfe  in  London,  told  me,  that 
upon  his  difcovering  that  Dr.  Swinfen  had  communicated  his  cafe,  he  was  fb 
much  offended,  that  he  was  never  afterwards  fiiUy  reconciled  to  him.  He 
indeed  had  good  reafon  to  be  offended ;  for  though  Dr.  Swinfen's  motive 
was  good,  he  inconfiderately  betrayed  a  matter  deeply  interefling  and  of 
great  delicacy,  which  had  been  entrufled  to  him  in  confidence  i  and  expofcd  a 

'  Poetical  Review  of  the  Literary  and  Moral  CfaanAer  of  Dr.  Johnfon^  by  John  Courtenay, 
Efq.  M.  P. 

E  2  complaint 
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complaint  of  his  young  friend  and  patient^  which,  in  the  fuperficial  opinion 
of  the  generality  of  mankind,  is  attended  with  contempt  and  diigrace. 

But  let  not  litde  men  triumph  upon  knowing  that  Johnlbn  was  an 
Hypochondriacfc,  was  fubjeft  to  what  the  learned,  philofophical,  and  pious 
Dr.  Chejme  has  fo  well  treated,  under  the  tide  of  "  The  Englifh  Malady." 
Though  he  fufFered  feverely  from  it,  he  was  not  therefore  degraded.  The 
powers  of  his  great  mind  might  be  troubled,  and  their  full  exercife  fuipended 
at  rirhes,  but  the  mind  itfelf  was  ever  entire.  As  a  proof  of  diis,  it  is  only 
neceflary  to  confider,  that,  when  he  was  at  the  ytty  worft,  he  compofed  that 
ftate  of  his  own  cafe,  which  fhewed  an  uncommon  vigour,  not  only  of  fancy 
and  tafte,  but  of  judgement.  I  am  aware  that  he  himfelf  was  too  ready  to 
call  fuch  a  complaint  by  the  name  of  madnejs  \  in  conformity  with  which 
nodon,  .he  has  traced  its  gradations,  widi  exquifite  nicety,  in  one  of  the 
chapters  of  his  R  a  s  s  e  l  a  s.  But  there  is  furely  a  clear  diftindion  between 
a  diforder  which  afFc6ls  only  the  imagination  and  Ipirits,  while  the  Judge- 
ment is  found,  and  a  diforder  by  which  the  judgement  itfelf  is  impaired. 
This  diftinftion  was  made  to  me  by  the  late  Profeflbr  Gaubius  of  Leyden, 
phyfician  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  in  a  converiation  which*I  had  with  him 
feveral  years  ago,  and  he  expanded  it  thus :  "  If  (faid  he)  a  man  tells  me 
that  he  is  grievoufly  difturbed,  for  that  he  imagines  he  lees  a  ruffian  coming; 
againft  him  with  a  drawn  fword,  though  at  the  fame  rime,  he  is  confcious  it  is 
a  delufion,  I  pronounce  him  to  have  a  difordered  imagination ;  but  if  a  man 
tells  me  that  he  fees  this,  and  in  confternation  calls  to  me  to  look  at  it,  I 
pronounce  him  to  be  mad.^* 

It  is  a  common  eflFeft  of  low  ipirits  or  melancholy,  to  make  thofe  who  are- 
afflifted  with  it  imagine  that  ^  fhey  are  adhially  fufFering  thofe  evils  which 
happen  to  be  moft  ftrongly  prefented  to  their  minds.  Some  have  fancied 
themfelves  to  be  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  their  limbs,  fome  to  labour  under 
acute  dileafes,  others  to  be  in  extreme  poverty,  when,  in  trudi,  there  was 
not  the  leaft  reality  in  any  of  the  liippofitions  \  fo  that  when  the  vapours  were 
dilpelled,  they  were  convinced  of  the  delufion.  To  Johnfon,  whole  fupreme 
enjoyment  was  the  exercife  of  his  reafon,  the  difturbance  or  obfcuration  of 
that  faculty  was  the  evil  moft  to  be  dreaded.  Infanity,  therefore,  was  the 
object  of  his  moft  difmal  apprehenfion  j  and  he  fancied  himfelf  feized  by  it, 
or  approaching  to  it,  at  the  very  time  when  he  was  giving  proofs  of  a  more 
than  ordinary  fbundneis  and  vigour  of  judgement.  That  his  own  difeafed 
imagination  ihould  have  fo  hv  deceived  him,  is  ftrang^ ;  but  it  is  ftranger 
ftiU  that  fome  of  his.  friends  ihould  have  given  credit  to  his   groundle& 

opinion^ 
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opinion)  when  they  had  fuch  undoubted  proofs  that  it  was  totafly  fallacious;      i7«9» 
thou^  it  is  by  no  means  furprifmg  that  thofe  who  wifh  to  depreciate  him,  [^tau  20* 
Ihould,  fince  his  dbath,  have  laid  hold  of  this  circumftance,  and  infifted  upon 
it  with  very  unfair  aggravation; 

Amidft  the  oppreffion  and  diftraftion  of  a  difeafe  which  very  few  have  felt 
in  its  full  extent,  but  many  have  experienced  in  a  (lighter  degree,  Johnfon, 
in  his  writings,  and  in  his  converfadon,  never  failed  to  diiplay  all  the  variedes 
of  intelleftual  excellence.  In  his  march  through  this  world  to  a  better,  his 
mind  ftill  appeared  grand  and  brilliant,  and  imprefled  all  around  him  with 
the  truth  of  Virgil's  noble  fentiment — "  Igneus  eft  oUis  vigor  et  caleftis  origo. 

The  hillory  of  his  mind  as  to  religion  is  an  important  article.  I  have 
mentioned  the  early  impreflions  made  upon  his  tender  imagination  by  his 
jiiother,  who  continued  her  pious  care  with  afliduity,  but,  in  his  opinion,  not 
with  judgement.  "  Sunday  (faid  he)  was  a  heavy  day  to  me  when  I  was  a 
boy.  My  mother  confined  me  on  that  day,  and  made  me  read  *  The 
Whole  Duty  of  Man,'  from  a  great  part  of  which  I  could  derive  no  inftruc- 
tion.  When,  for  inftance,  I  had  read  the  chapter  on  theft,  which  from  my 
infancy  I  had  been  taught  was  wrong,  I  was  no  more  convinced  that  theft 
was  wrong  than  before ;  fo  there  was  no  acceffion  of  knowledge.  A  boy 
Ihould  be  introduced  to  fuch  books,  by  having  his  attention  direfted  to  the 
arrangement,  to  the  ftile,  and  odier  excellencies  of  compofition ;  that  the  mind 
being  thus  engaged  by  an  amufing  variety  of  objefts,  may  not  grow  weary." 

He  communicated  to  me  the  following  particulars  upon  the  fubjeft  of  his 
religious  progrefs.  "  I  fell  into  an  inattention  to  religion,  or  an  indifference 
about  it,  in  my  ninth  year.  The  church  at  Lichfield,  in  which  we  had  a 
feat,  wanted  reparation,  fo  I  was  to  go  and  find  a  feat  in  other  churches  \  and 
having  bad  eyes,  and  being  aukward  about  this,  I  ufed  to  go  and  read  in 
the  fields^ on  Sunday.  This  habit  continued  till  my  fourteenth  year  j  and 
ftill  I  find  a  great  reluftance  to  go  to  church.  I  then  became  a  fort  of  lax 
talker  againft  religion,  for  I  did  not  much  think  againft  it ;  and  this  lafled  till 
I  went  to  Oxford,  where  it  would  not  be  Juffered.  When  at  Oxford,  I  took  up 
*  Law's  Serious  Call  to  the  Unconverted,*  expecting  to  find  it  a  dull  book,  (as 
fuch  books  generally  are,)  and  perhaps  to  laugh  at  it.  But  I  found  Law  quite 
an  overmatch  for  me ;  and  this  was  the  firft  occafion  of  my  thinking  in  eamefl 
of  religion,  after  I  became  capable  of  rational  inquiry  *."     From  this  time 

forward, 

^  Mrs.  Piozzi  has  given  a  ftrange  fantafHcal  account  of  the  origin  of  Dr.  Johnfon *s  belief  in  our 
moft  holy  religion,  **  At  the  age  of  un  years  his  mind  was  difturbed  by  fcruples  of  infidelity,  which 

preyed 
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t7t9*     fbrwapd,  religion  was  the  predominant  objeft  of  his  thou^ts;  though^  with 
Ictatt^o!  ^^  J^  fcntimcnts  of  a  confcientious  chriftian^   he  lamented  that  his  pradicc 
of  its  duties  fell  far  ftiort  of  what  it  ought  to  be. 

This  inftance  of  a  mind  fuch  as  that  of  Johnfon  being  firft  difpofed,  by.  an 
unexpected  incident,  to  think  with  anxiety  of  the  momentous  concerns'  of 
eternity,  and  of  **  what  he  Ihould  do  to  be  faved,"  may  for  ever  be  produced 
in  oppofition  to  the  fuperficial  and  fometimes  profane  contempt  that  has  been 
dirown  upon  thofe  occafional  impreflions  which  it  is  certain  many  chriftians 
have  experienced ;  though  it  mull  be  acknowledged  that  weak  minds,  from 
an  erroneous  foppofition  diat  na  man  is  in  a  ftate  of  grace  who  has  not  felt 
a  particular  converiion,  have,  in  fome  cafes,  brought  a  degree  of  ridicule 
upon  them  -,  a  ridicule,  of  which  it  is  inconfiderate  or  unfair  to  make  a  general 
application. 

How  ferioufly  Johnlbn  was  imprefled  with  a  fenfe  of  religion,  even  in  the 
vigour  of  his  yputh,  appears  from  the  following  paffage  in  his  minutes  kept 
by  way  of  diary:  "  Sept.  7,  1736.  I  have  this  day  entered  upon  my  28th 
year.  Mayeft  thou,  O  God,  enable  me,  for  JesiTs  Christ's  lake,  to  Ipend 
this  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I  may  receive  comfort  from  it  at  the  hour  of  death, 
and  in  the  day  of  judgement !    An^n."  ' 

preyed  upon  his  fpirits,  and  made  him  very  aneafy ,  the  more  fo,  as  he  revealed  his  uneafinelTto  none, 
.being  oatundly  (as  be  faid)  of  a  fallen  temper,  and  referved  difpofitionl  He  fearched,  howevef,  diU* 
gently,  but  fruitlefily,  for  evidences  of  the  truth  of  revelation ;  and,  at  length,  recolleSiHg  a  book  he 
had  oiKf  feen  [I  /uppo/e  at  fi^veytan  old]  in  his  fathcr*s  (hop,  intitlcd  2>r  *veritate  Relighnis^  ^c, 
he  began  to  think  himfelf  highly  culpable  for  neglecting  fuch  a  means  of  information,  and  took  him* 
ftlf  feverely  to  taikTor  this^fv,  adding  many  adb  of  voluntary,  and,  to  others,  unknown  pemtance* 
The  fifft  opportunity  which  offered,  of  courfe,  he  feized  the  book  with  avidity ;  but,  on  exami* 
liatiCMi,  noifindmg  himfelf  fcholar  enough  teferufe  its  contenti^  fet  his  heart  at  reft  ;  and  not  thinking 
to  cnquive  whedier  there  were  any  Englifh  books  written  on  the  fubjedl,  followed  his  ufual  amufe- 
ments,  and  ewfidered  his  cmfcience  as  lightened  of  a  crime.  He  redoubled  his  diligence  to  learn 
the  language  that  contained  the  information  he  moft  wiihed  for ;  but  from  the  pain  which  guilt 
[namely,  having  omitted  to  readtvhathe  did  not  ttndeifiand]  had  given  him,  he  now  began  to  deduce 
the  Ibul's  immortality,  [afenfation  of  pain  in  this  nuorld  being  an  mnfsteJUonable  proof  of  exiftence  in 
gmother']  which  was  the  point  that  belief  firfi  (lopped  at ;  and  from  that  moment  refohnng  to  he  a 
Chnfiian,  became  one  of  the  moft  zealous  and  pious  ones  our  nation  ever  produced/'  Anec* 
dotes,  p.  17. 

This  is  one  of  the  numerous  mifreprefentations  of  this  lively  lady,  which  it  is  worth  while  to 
eoriedl ;  for  if  credit  (hould  be  given  to  fuch  a  childifh,  irrational,  and  ridiculous  ftatement 
of  the  foundation  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  faith  in  Chriftianity,  how  little  credit  would  be  due  to  it. 
Mrs.  Piozzi  fixmt  to  wiih,  that  the  world  ihould  4hink  Dr.  Johnfon  alfo  under  the  influence  of 
Ihat  cafy  logick,  StHfrd  ratime  volttntas. 

The 
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The  particular  courfe  of  his  reading  while  at  Oxford,  and  during  the  time  »7*9* 
of  vacation  which  he  pailed  at  home,  cannot  be  traced.  Enough  has  been  lajSTw 
faid  of  his  irregular  mode  of  ftudy.  He  told  me,  that  from  his  earlieil: 
jrears  he  loved  to  read  poetry,  but  hardly  ever  read  any  poem  to  an  end  5 
that  he  read  Shakfpeare  at  a  period  fo  early,  that  the  Ipeech  of  the  Ghoft  in 
Hamlet  terrified  him  when  he^was  alone;  that  Horace's  Odes  were  the  com- 
pofitions  in  which  he  took  nK)ft  delight,  and  it  was  long  before  he  liked  his 
Epiftles  and  Satires.  He  tcdd  nie  what  he  read  JoUdly  at  Ojcford  was  Greek ; 
not  the  Grecian  hiftorians,  but  Homer  and  Euripides,  and  now  and  thea  a 
little  Epigram  J  that  the  ftudy  of  which  he  was  moft  fond  was  Metaphyficks^ 
but  he  had  not  read  much,  even  in  that  way.  I  always  thought  dut  he  did 
himielf  injuflice  in  his  account  of  what  he  had  read,  and  that  he  muft  havt 
been  fpeaking  with  reference  to  the  vaft  portion  of  ftudy  which  is  poHlbley 
And  to  which  a  few  fcholars  in  the  whole  hiftory  of  literature  have  atuined ; 
for  when  I  once  alked  him  whether  a  perfon  whofe  name  I  have  now  for- 
gotten, ftudied  hard,  he  anfwered  "  No,  Sir*  I  do  not  believe  he  ftudied  hard. 
I  never  knew  a  man  who  ftudied  hard.  I  conclude,  indeed,  from  the  efFefts^ 
that  fome  men  have  ftudied  hard,  as  Bentley  and  Clarke."  Trying  him  by 
that  criterion  upon  which  he  formed  his  judgement  of  others,  we  may  be 
abfolutely  certain,  both  from  his  writings  and  his  converfation,  that  his  read- 
ing was  very  extenfive.  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  than  whom  few  are.  better  judges 
on  diis  fubjed:,  once  obfcrved  to  me  that  "  Johnfon  knew  more,  books  than 
any  man  alive/'  He  had  a  peculiar  facUity.  in  feizing  at  once  what  was 
valuable  in  any  book,  without  fubmitting  to  the  labour  of  perufing  it  from  •  . 
beginning  to  end.  He  had,  from  the  irritability  of  his  conltitution,  at  all 
times,  an  impatience  and  hurry  when  he  either  read  or  wrote.  A  certain 
apprehenfion,  arifing  from  novelt}',  made,  him  write  his  firft  exercife  at 
College  twice  over  \  but  he  never  took  that  trouble  with  any  other  compo- 
fition ;  and  we  fhall  fee  that  his  moft  excellent  works  were  ftruck  oflf  at  a  heat, 
with  rapid  exertion. 

Tet  he  appears,  from  his  early  notes  or  memorandums,  in  my  poflcflion, 
to  have  at  various  times  attempted,  or  at  leaft  planned,  a  methodical  courfe 
of  ftudy,  according  to  computation^  of  which  he  was  all  his  life  fond,  as  it 
fixed  his  attention  fteadily  upon  fomething  without,  and  prevented  his  mind 
fi-om  preying  upon  itfelf.  Thus  I  find  in  his  hand- writing  the  number  of  lines 
in  each  of  two  of  Euripides*  s  Tragedies,  of  the  Georgicks  of  Virgil,  of  the 
firft  fix  books  of  the  ^neid,  of  Horace's  Art  oi  Poetry,  of  three  of  the 
books  of  Ovid's  Metamorphofis,  df  fonae  party  of  Theocritus,  and  of  the  tenth 

Satire 
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Satire  of  Juvenahj  and  a  table,  Ihewing  at  the  rate  of  various  numbers  a 
day,  (I  fuppofe  verfcs  to  be  read)  what  would  be,  in  each  cafe,  the  total 
amount  in  a  week,  month,  and  year- 
No  man  had  a  more  ardent  love  of  literature,  or  a  higher  relpeft  for  it, 
than  Johnfon.  His  apartment  in  Pembroke  College  was  that  upon  the  fecond 
floor,  over  the  gateway.  The  enthufiafts  of  learning  will  ever  contemplate  it 
with  veneration.  One  day,  while  he  was  fitting  in  it  quite  alone.  Dr.  Panting, 
then  mafter  of  the  College,  whom  he  called  "  a  fine  Jacobite  fellow,"  over- 
heard him  uttering  this  foliloquy  in  his  ftrong  emphatick  voice :  "  Well,  I 
have  a  mind  to  fee  what  is  done  in  other  places  of  learning.  Til  go  and  vifit 
the  Univerfiries  abroad.  I'll  go  to  France  and  Italy.  Til  go  to  Padua.^~ 
And  I'll  mind  my  bufmefs.  For  an  Athenian  blockhead  is  the  worft  of  all 
blockheads  *." 

Dr.  Adams  told  me,  that  Johnfon,  while  he  was  at  Pembroke  College, 
<'  was  carefled  and  loved  by  all  about  him,  was  a  gay  and  frolickfome  fellow, 
and  pafled  there  the  happiefl  part  of  his  life."  But  this  is  a  flriking  proof 
of  the  fallacy  of  appearances,  and  how  little  any  of  us  know  of  the  real 
^  internal  flate  even  of  thofe  whom  we  fee  moft  frequendy  5  for  the  truth  is, 
that  he  was  then  depreffed  by  poverty,  and  irritated  by  difeafe.  When  I 
mentioned  to  him  this  account  as  given  me  by  Dr.  Adams,  he  faid,  **  Ah, 
Sir,  I  was  mad  and  violent.  It  was  bitternefs  which  they  miftook  for  frolick. 
I  was  miferably  poor,  and  I  thought  to  fight  my  way  by  my  literature  and 
my  witi  fo  I  difregarded  all  power  and  all  authority." 

The  Bifliop  of  Dromore  obferves  in  a  letter  to  me,  **  The  pleafure  he 
took  in  vexing  the  tutors  and  fellows  has  been  often  mentioned.  But  I  have 
heard  him  fay,  what  ought  to  be  recorded  to  the  honour  of  the  prefent  vene- 
rable mafler  of  that  College,  the  Reverend  William  Adams,  D.  D.  who  was 
then  very  young,  and  one  of  the  junior  fellows  s  that  the  mild  but  judicious 
expoflulations  of  this  worthy  man,  whofe  virtue  awed  him,  and  whofe  learn- 
ing he  revered,  made  Jiim  really  afhamed  of  himfelf,  *  though  I  fear  (faid 
he)  I  was  too  proud  to  own  it.' 

"  I  have  heard  from  fome  of  his  cotemporaries  that  he  was  generally  feen 
loungmg  at  the  College  gate,  with  a  circle  of  young  fhidents  round  him, 
whom  he  was  entertaining  widi  wit,  and  keeping  from  then-  fhidies,    if  not 

5  I  had  this  anecdote  from  Dr.  Adams,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  confirmed  it.  Bramflon,  in  his 
^  Man  of  Taftc/'  has  the  fame  thought  : 

««  Sure,  of  all  blockheads,  fcholars  are  the  worft." 

Ipiriring 
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ipiriting  them  up  to  rebellion  againft  the  College  difcipline^  which  in  his 
maturer  years  he  fo  much  extolled." 

He  very  early  began  to  attempt  keeping  notes  or  memorandums,  by  way 
of  a  diary  of  his  life.  I  find,  in  a  parcel  of  loofe  leaves,  the  following- fpiri ted 
rcfolutidn  to  contend  againfl:  his  natural  indolence:  "0^5?.  1729.  Befidia 
vdedixii  fyrenis  ijiius  cantibus  Jurdam  fofthac  aurem  obverfurus.-'-l  bid  fare- 
well to  Sloth,  being  refolved  henceforth  not  to  liften  to  her  fyren  ftrains."  I 
have  alfo  in  my  pofleflion  a  few  leaves  of  another  LiMlusy  or  litde  book, 
entitled  Annales,  in  which  fome  of  the  early  particulars  of  his  hiftory  are 
regiftered  in  Latin. 

I  do  not  find  that  he  formed  any  clofe  intimacies  with  his  fellow-collegians. 
But  Dr.  Adams  told  me,  that  he  contracted  a  love  and  regard  for  Pem- 
broke College,  which  he  retained  to  the  laft.  A  (hort  rime  before  his  death 
he  fent  to  that  College  a  prefent  of  all  his  works,  to  be  depofited  in  their 
library,  and  he  had  thoughts  of  leaving  to  it  his  houfe  at  Lichfield  \  but  his 
friends  who  were  about  him  very  properly  difluaded  him  fi"om  it,  and  he  be- 
queathed it  to  fome  poor  relations.  He  took  a  pleafure  in  boafting  of  the  many 
eminent  men  who  had  been  educated  at  Pembroke.     In  this  lift  are  found    y  j0    (1  ^  ^f,^  J 

the  names  of  Spenfer,   Mr.  Hawkins  the  Poetry  Profeflbr,   Mr.  Shenftone^  #^'^:^*-*/-^a-^w^       ^ '  j.  h 

Sir  William  Blackftone,  and  others*,  not  forgetting  the  celebrated  popular  ^ju^^^  a^c^^J^  ^^  t<,^  ^ 
preacher,  Mr.  George  Whitefield,  of  whom,  though  Dr.  Johnfon  did  ^^y- ^iZ/^c^.^^,,^  ^^^^  tJz^^^ 
think  very  highly,  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  his  eloquence  was  powerful,  ^^^^^,,^7?/^^,^^  ^iy^-^. 
his  views  pious  and  charitable,  his  afliduity  almoft  incredible  j  and,  thatfince     /^     /1    /f  'y^^ 

his  death,  the  integrity  of  his  charafter  has  been  fully  vindicated.     Being  /^^'^^  ^^^^!r*:i!2^XS:^ 
himfelf  a  poet,  Johnfon  was  peculiarly  happy  in  mentioning  how  nfiany  of 
the  fons  of  Pembroke  were  poets ;  adding,  with  a  fmile  of  iportive  triumph, 
**  Sir,  we  are  a  neft  of  finging  birds." 

He  was  not,  iowever,  blind  to  what  he  thought  the  defers  of  his  own 
College  J  and  I  have,  from  the  information  of  Dr.  Taylor,  a  very  ftrong 
inftance  of  that  rigid  honefty  which  he  ever  inflexibly  preferved.  Taylor  had 
obtained  his  father's  confent  to  be  entered  of  Pembroke,  that  he  might  be 
with  his  fchoolfellow  Johnfon,  with  whom,  though  fome  years  older  than 
himfelf,  he  was  very  intimate.  This  would  have  been  a  great  comfort  to 
Johnfon.  But  he  fkirly  told  Taylor  that  he  could  not,  in  confcience,  fufFer 
him  to  enter  where  he  knew  he  could  not  have^an  able  tutor.  He  then  made 
inquiry  all  round  the  Univerfity,    and  liaving  found  that  Mr.  Bateman,  of 

5  See  Nafh's  Hiftory  of  Worceftcrfliire,  Vol.  I.  p.  529. 

F  Chrift- 
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Chrift-Church,  was  the  tutor  of  Wgheft  reputationy  Taylor  was  entered  of 
that  College.  Mr.  Bateman's  leftures  were  fb  excellent,  that  Johnfon  ufed 
to  come  and  get  them  at  fecond-hand  from  Taylor,  till  his  poverty  being  fo 
extreme,  that  his  ftioes  were  worn  out,  and  his  feet  appeared  through  them, 
he  faw  that  this  humiliating  circumftance  was  perceived  by  the  Chrift-church- 
men,  and  he  came  no  more.  He  was  too  proud  to  accept  of  money,  and 
fomebody  haying  {ct  a  p^r  of  new  fhoes  at  his  door,  he  threw  them  away 
with  indignation.  How  muft  we  feel  when  we  read  flich  an  anecdote  of 
Samuel  Johnfon ! 

His  Ipirited  refufal  of  an  eleemofynary  flipply  of  fhoes,  arofe,  no  doubt, 
from  a  proper  pride.  But,  confidering  his  afcetick  difpofition  at  times,  as 
acknowledged  by  himfelf  in  his  Meditations,  and  the  exaggeration  with 
which  fome  have  treated  the  peculiarities  of  his  charafter,  I  ftiould  not 
wonder  to  hear  it  afcribed  to  a  principle  of  fuperftitious  mortification  -,  ^  we 
are  told  by  Turfellinus,  in  his  Life  of  St.  Ignatius  Loyola,  that  this  intrepid 
founder  of  the  order  of  Jefuits,  when  he  arrived  at  Goa,  after  having  made 
a  fevere  pilgrimage  through  the  eaftern  <ie(erts,  perfifted  in  wearing  his 
miferable  fhattered  Ihoes,  and  when  new  ones  were  offered  him,  rejefted  them 
as  an  unfuitable  indulgence. 

The  res  angufta  domi  prevented  him  from  having  the  advantage  of  a  com- 
plete academical  education.  The  friend  to  whom  he  had  trufted  for  fupport 
had  deceived  him.  His  debts  in  College,  though  not  great,  were  increafing ; 
and  his  Icanty  remittances  fi-om  Lichfield,  which  had  all  along  been  made 
with  great  difficulty,  could  be  fuppHed  no  longer,  his  father  having  fallen 
into  a  flate  of  infolvency.  Compelled,  therefore,  by  irrefiftible  neceffity,  he 
left  the  College  in  autumn,  173 1,  without  a  degree,  having  been  a  member 
i)f  it  litde  more  than 'three  years. 

Dr.  Adams,  the  worthy  and  refpeftable  mafler  of  Pembroke  College,  has 
generally  had  the  reputation  of  being  Johnfon's  tutor.  The  faft,  however, 
is,  that  in  173 1  Mn  Jorden  quitted  the  College,  and  his  pupils  were  tranf- 
fcrred  to  Dr.  Adams ;  fb  that  had  Johnfon  returned,  Dr.  Adams  would  have 
been  bis  tutor.  It  is  to  be  wifhed,  that  this  confteftion  had  taken  place.  His 
equal  temper,  mild  difpofition,  and  politenefs  of  manners,  might  have  infen- 
fibly  foftened  the  harfhnefs  of  Johnfon,  and  inflifed  into  him  thofe  more 
delicate  charities,  that  petite  morale,  in  which,  it  mufl  be  confefled,  our  great 
-moralifl  was  more  deficient  than  his  befl  friends  could  fully  juflify.  Dr. 
Adams  paid  Johnfon  this  high  compliment.  He  faid  to  me  at  Oxford,  in 
1776,  "  I  was  his  nominal  tutor,  but  he  was  above  my  mark."     When  I 
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repeated  it  to  Johnfon,  his  eyes  flalhed  with  grateful  fatisfadion,   and  he 
exclaimed,  "  That  was  liberal  and  noble." 

And  now  (I  had  almoft  faid  par)  Samuel  Johnfon  returned  to  Jiis  native 
city,  deftitute,  and  not  knowing  how  he  fhould  gain  even  a  decent  livelihood. 
His  father's  misfortunes  in  trade  rendered  him  unable  to  fupport  his  fon  \  and 
for  fome  time  there  appeared  no  means  by  which  he  could  nnaintain  hlmfelf. 
In  the  December  of  this  year  his  father  died. 

The  ftate  of  poverty  in  which  he  died,  appears  from  a  note  in  one  of 
Johnfon's  litde  diaries  of  the  following  year,  which  (bongly  dilplays  his  fpirit 
and  virtuous  dignity  of  mind.  "  1732,  Julii  15.  Undecim  aureos  depofui, 
quo  die  qukquid  ante  matrUfunus  (quod ferum  Jit  precor)  de  patemis  bmsjperari 
licet y  viginti  fcilicet  libras  accept.  Ufque  adeo  mibi  fortuua  fingenda  eft.  Interea, 
ne  paupertate  vires  ammi  languefcanty  nee  in  flagitia  egeftas  aiigat,  cavendum.-^ 
I  layed  by  eleven  guineas  on  this  day,  when  I  received  twenty  pounds,  being 
all  that  I  have  reafon  to  hope  for  out  of  my  father's  efiedb,  previous  to  the 
death  of  my  mother;  an  event  which  I  pray  God  may  be  very  remote.  I 
now,  therefore,  fee  that  I  muft  make  my  own  fortune.  Meanwhile,  let  mc 
take  care  that  the  powers  of  my  mind  may  not  be  debilitated  by  poverty, 
and  that  indigence  do  not  force  me  into  any  criminal  a£b." 

Johnfon  was  fo  far  fortunate,  that  the  relpedbable  charafter  of  his^  parents, 
and  his  own  merit,  had,  from  his  earlieft  years,  fecured  him  a  kind  reception 
in  the  beft  families  at  Lichfield.  Among  thefe  I  can  mention  Mr.  Howard, 
Dr.  Swinfen,  Mr.  Simpfon,  Mr.  Levett,  Captain  Garrick,  father  of  the 
great  ornament  of  the  Britilh  ftage;  but  above  all,  Mr.  Gilbert  Walmfley% 
Regifter  of  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Lichfield,  whofe  character,  long  afi:er 
his  deceale.  Dr.  Johnfon  has,  in  his  life  of  Edmund  Smith,  thus  draMm  in 
the  glowing  colours  of  gratitude : 

"  Of  Gilbert  Walmfley,  thus  prefented  to  my  mind,  let  me  indulge 
myfelf  in  the  remembrance.  I  knew  him  very  early  j  he  was  one  of  the  firfb 
friends  that  literature  procured  me,  and  I  hope  that,  at  leafl,  my  gratitude 
made  me  worthy  of  his  notice. 

**  He  was  of  an  advanced  age,  and  I  was  only  not  a  boy  -,  yet  he  never 
received  my  notions  with  contenipt.     He  was  a  whig,  with  all  the  virulence 

^  Mr.  Warton  informs  me,  *'  that  this  early  friend  of  Johnfon  was  entered'  a  Commoner  of 
Trinity  College^  Oxford,  aged  17,  in  1698  ;  and  is  the  authour  of  many  Latin  verfe  tranfla* 
tions  in  the  Gentkman's  Magazine.    One  of  thent  is  a  tfanflation  of 

**  My  time^  O  ye  Mufes*  was  happily  fpent,  &c. " 

F  2  and 
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1 73 1,      and  malevolence  of  his  party;  yet  difference  of  opinion  did.  not  keep  us 
Mxzt.  22    ^P^t*     I  honoured  him,  and  he  endured  me. 

•*  He  had  mingled  widi  the  gay  world  without  exemption:  from  its  vFces  or 
its  follies  i  but  had  never  negledbed  the  cultivation  of  his  mind.  His  belief 
of  revelation  was  unfhaken ;  his  learning  preferved  his  principles  i  he  grew 
firfl  regular,  and  then  pious. 

**  His  ftudies  had  been  fo  various,  that  I  am  not  able  to  name  a  man  ot 
•  equal  knowledge..  His  acquaintance  with  books  was  great,  and  what  he  did 
not  immediately  know,  he  could,  at  leaft,  tell  where  to  find.  Such  was  his 
amplitude  of  learning,  and  fuch  his  copioufnefs  of  communication,  that  it 
may  hp  doubted  whether  a  day  now  paflcs,  in  which  I 'have  not  fome  advan- 
tage from  Jiis  friendlhip; 

"At  this,  man's  table  1  enjoyed  many  cheerful  and  ioftnwStive  hours,  with, 
companions,  fuch  as  are  not  often  found— with  one  who  has  lengthened,  and 
one  who  has  gladdened  life  i  with  Dr.  James,  whofe  (kill  in  phyfick  will  be 
long  remembered;  and  with  David  Garrick,  whom  I  hoped  to  have  gratified 
with  this  character  of  .our  common  friend.  But  what  are  the  hopes  of  man  L 
I  am  difappointed  by  that  ftroke  of  death,,  which  has  eclipfed  the  gaiety  of 
nations,  and  impoveriflied  the  publick  ftock  of  harmlefs  pleafure*" 

In  thefe  families  he  paffed  much  time  in  his  early  years.  In  moft  of  them,, 
he  was  in  the  company  of  ladies,  particularly  at  Mr.  Walmfley's,  whofe  wife 
and  fifters-in-law,  of  the  name  of  Afton,  and  daughters  of  a  baronet,  were 
remarkable  for  good  breeding  j  io  that  the  notion  which  has  been  induftrioufly 
circulated  and  believed,  that  he  never  was  in  good  company  tillJate  in  life, 
and,  confequently,  had  been  confirmed  in  coarfe  and  ferocious  manners  by 
long  habits,  is  wholly  without  foundation.  Sonie  of  the  ladies  have  affured 
me,  they  recoUefted  him  weU  when  a  young  man,  as  diftinguifhed  for  his 
complaifance. 

And  that  this  politenels  was  not  merely  occafional  and  temporary, .  or  con^ 
fined  to  the  circles  of  Lichfield,  is  ascertained  by  the  teftimony  of  a  lady, 
who,  in  a  paper  with  which  I  have  been  favoured  by  a  daughter  of  his  intimate 
friend  and  phyfician.  Dr.  Lawrence,  thus  dcfcribes  Dr.  Johnfbn  fome  years 
afterwards : 

"  As  the  particulars  of  the  former  part  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  life  do  not  feem 
to  be  very  accurately  known,  a  lady  hopes  that  the  following  information 
may  not  be  unacceptable. 

"  She  remembers  Dr.  Johnfon  on  a  vifit  to  Dr.- Taylor,  at  Afhboum,  fome 

time  between  the  end  of  the  year  37,  and  the  middle  of  the  year  40 ;  Ihe 

rather 
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father  thinks  it  to  have  been  after  he  and  his  wife  were  renioved  to  London,  1732- 
During  his  (lay  at  Afhbourn,  he  made  frequent  vifits  to  Mr.  Meynell,  at  ]^tatt  z  r 
Brodley,  where  his  company  was  much  defired  by  the  ladies  of  the  family^ 
who  were,  perhaps,  in  point  of  elegance  and  accomplifhments,  inferiour  to 
few  of  thofe  with  whom  he  was  afterwards  acquainted.  Mr.  Meynell's  eldeft 
daughter  was  afterwards  married  to  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  father  to  Mr.  AUeyne 
Fitzherbert,  lately  minifter  to  the  court  of  Ruflia,  Of  her.  Dr.  Johnfonfaid,  in 
Dr.  Lawrence's  ftudy,  th^t  fhe  had  the  beft  underftanding  he  ever  met  with 
in  any  human  being.  At  Mr.  Meynell's  he  alfo  commenced  that  friendfhip 
with  Mrs.  Hill  Boothby,.  fifter  to  the  prefent  Sir  Brook  Boothby,  which  con- 
tinued till  her  death.  The  young  woman  whom  he  ufed  to  call  Molfy  AJim  % 
was  fifter  to  Sir  Thomas  Afton,  and  daughter  to  a  Baronet ;  fhe  was  likewife 
fifter  to  the  wife  of  his  friend  Mr,  Gilbert  Walmfley.  Befidcs  his  inti- 
jmacy  with  the  above-mentioned  perfons,.  who  were  lurely  people  of  rank 
and  education,  while  he  was  yet  at  Lichfield  he  ufed  to  be  frequendy  at 
the  houfc  of  Dr.  Swinfen,  a  gendeman  of  a  very  ancient  family  in  Stafibrd- 
lhire>.  from  which,,  after  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  he  inherited  a  good 
eftate.  He  was,  befides,.  a  phyfician  of  very  cxtenfive  praftice ;  but  for 
want  of  due  attention  to  the  management  of  his  domeftic  concerns,  left  a 
very  large  family  in  indigence.  One  of  his  daughters,  Mrs.  Defmoulins, 
afterwards  found  an  afyium  in  the  houfe  of  her  old  friend,  whofe  doors  were 
always  open  to  the  unfortunate,  and  who  well  obferved  the  precept  of  the 
go^l,  for  he  was  kind  to  the  unthankful  and  to  the  evil." 

In  the  forlom  ftate  of  his  circumftanccs  he  accepted  of  an  offer  to  be 
employed  as  uftier  in  the  fchool  of  Market-Bofworth,  in  Leiccfterfliirei  to 
which  it  appears,  from  one  of  his  litde  fragments  of  a  diary,  that  he  went 
on  foot,  on  the  i6th  of  July, — "  JuUi  16.^  Bofvortiam  pedes  peiii"  But  it  is 
not  true,  as  has  been  erroneoufly  related,  that  he  was  afliftant  to  the  famous 
Anthony  Blackwall,  whofe  merit  has  been  honoured  by  the  teftimony  of 
Biftiop  Hurd,  who  was  his  fcholar;  for  Mr.  Blackwall  died  on  the  8th  pf 
April,  1730^  more  than  a  year  before  Johnfon  left  the  Univerfity. 

This  employment  was  very  irkfome  to  him  in  every  relpeft,  and  he  com- 
plained grievoufly  of  it  in  his  letters  to  his  friend  Mr.  Heftor,  who  was  now 
fettled  as  a  forgeon:  at  Birmingham.  The  letters  are  loft ;  but  Mr.  Heftor 
recollefts  his  writing  "  that  the  poet  had  defcribed  the  dull  famenefs  of  his 
cxiftence  in  thefe  words,  ^  Fham  continet  una  dies*  (one  day  contains  the  whole 

*  Tlic  words  of  Sir  John^Hawkins,  p.  3x5.  *  Sec  Gcat.  Mag.  Dec  1784,  p.  9n» 

of 
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of  my  life)  ;  that  it  was  unvaried  as  the  note  of  the  cuckow ;  and  that  he 
did  not  know  whether  it  was  more  difagreeabU  for  him  to  teach,  or  the  boys 
to  learn,  the  grammar  rules."  His  general  averfion  to  this  painful  drudgery 
was  greatly  enhanced  by  a  difagreement  between  him  and  Sir  Woolfton 
Dixey,  the  patron  of  the  fchool,  in  whofe  houfe,  I  have  been  told,  he  officiated 
as  a  kind  of  domeftick  chaplain,  fofar,  atlcaft,  as  to  fay  grace  at  table,  but  was 
treated  with  what  he  reprefented  as  intolerable  harftinels ;  and,  after  fuffering 
for  a  few  months  fuch  complicated  mifery,  he  relinquiflied  a  fituation  which 
all  his  life  afterwards  he  recoUedted  with  the  ftrongeft  averfion,  and  even  a 
degree  of  horrour.  But  it  is  probable  that  at  this  period,  whatever  uneafi*- 
nefs  he  may  have  endured,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  much  future  eminence 
by  application  to  his  fhidies.  *  ^ 

Being  now  again  totally  unoccupied,  he  was  invited  by  Mr.  Heftor  to 
pafs  fome  time  with  him  at  Birmingham,  as  his  guefl,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Warren,  with  whom  Mr.  Heftor  lodged  and  boarded.  Mr.  Warren  was  the 
firft  efbiblifhed  bookfeller  in  Birmingham,  and  was  very  attentive  to  Johnfon, 
who  he  fbon  found  could  be  of  much  fervice  to  him  in  his  trade,  by  his 
knowledge  of  literature ;  and  he  even  obtained  the  afliflance  of  his  pen  in 
fiimifhing  fome  numbers  of  a  periodical  Eflay  .printed  in  the  newfpaper,  of 
which  Warren  was  proprietor.  After  very  diligeiit  inquiry,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  recover  thole  early  fpecimens  of  that  particular  mode  of  writing  by 
which  Johnfon  afterwards  fo  greatly  diftinguilhed  himfelf 

He  continued  to  live  as  Mr.  Heftor's  gueft  for  about  fix  months,  and 
then  hired  lodgings  in  another  part  of  the  town,  finding  himfelf  as  well 
fituated  at  Birmingham  as  he  fuppofed  he  could  be  any  where,  while  he  had 
no  fettled  plan  of  life,  and  very  fcanty  means  of  fubfiftence.  He  made  fome 
valuable  acquaintances  there,  amongft  whom  were  Mr.  Porter,  a  mercer, 
whofe  widow  he  afterwards  married,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  who  by  his  ingenuity 
in  mechanical  inventions,  and  his  fuccefs  in  trade,  acquired  an  immenfe 
fortune.  But  the  comfort  of  being  near  Mr.  Heftor,  his  old  fchoolfellow 
and  intimate  friend,  was  Johnfon's  chief  inducement  to  continue  here. 

In  what  manner  he  employed  his  pen  at  this  period,  or  whether  he  derived 
from  it  any  pecuniary  advantage,  I  have  not  been  able  to  afcertain.  He 
probably  got  a  little  money  from  Mr.  Warren  j  and  we  are  certiun,  that  he 
executed  here  one  piece  of  literary  labour,  of  which  Mr.  Heftor  has  favoured 
me  with  a  minute  account.  Having  mentioned  that  he  had  read  at  Pembroke 
College  a  Voyage  to  AbyfTinia,  by  Lobo,  a  Portuguefe  jefuit,  and  that  he 
thought  an  abridgement  and  tranflation  of  it  from  the  French  into  Englifh 

might 
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might  be  an  ufcful  and  profitable  publication,  Mr.  Warren  and  Mr.  Heftor  '735- 
joined  in  urging  him  to  undertake  it.  He  accordingly  agreed  5  and  the  ^SmtTil! 
book  not  being  to  be  found  in  Birrningham,  he  borrowed  it  of  Pembroke 
College.  A  part  of  the  work  being  very  foon  done,  one  Ofborn,  who  was 
Mr.  Warren's  printer,  was  fet  to  work  with  what  was  ready,  ind  Johnfon 
engaged  to  fupply  the  prefs  with  copy  as  it  ffaould  be  wanted ;  but  his  con- 
ftitutional  indolence  foon  prevailed,  and  the  work  was  at  a  (land.  Mr. 
Hedtor,  who  knew  that  a  motive  of  humanity  would  be  the  moft  prevailing 
argument  with  his  friend,  went  to  Johnfon,  and  reprefented  to  him,  that  the 
printer  could  have  no  other  employment  till  this  Undertaking  was  finilhed^ 
and  that  the  poor  man  and  his  family  were  fullering.  Johnfon  upon  this 
exerted  the  powers  of  his  mind,  though  his  body  was  relaxed.  He  lay  in 
bed  with  the  book,  which  was  a  quarto,  before  him,  and  di£lated  while  Heftor . 
wrote.  Mr.  Heftor  carried  the  fheets  to  the  prefs,  and  correfted  almoft  all  the 
proof  fheets,  very  few  of  which  were  even  leen  by  Johnfon.  In  this  manner, 
with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Heftor's  aftive  friendfhip,  the  book  was  completed, 
and  was  publilhed  in  1735,  ^^^^  Lo^idon  upon  the  title-page,  though  it 
was  in  reality  printed  at  Birminghamj  a  device  too  common  with  provincial 
publilhers.  For  this  work  he  had  fix)m  Mr.  Warren  only  the  fum  of  five 
guineas. 

This  being  the  firft  profe  work  of  Johnfon,  it  is  a  curious  objeft  of 
inquiry  how  much  may  be  traced  in  it  of  that  ftyle  which  marks  his  fub- 
fequcnt  writings  with  fuch  peculiar  excellence ;  with  fo  happy  an  union  of 
force,  vivacity,  and  perlpicuity.  I  have  penifed  the  book  with  this  view,  and 
have  found  that  here,  as  I  believe  in  every  oth^r  trjtnflation,  there  is  in  the 
work  itfelf  no  veftige  of  the  tranflator's  own  flyle  j  for  the  language  of  tranf- 
lation  being  adapted  to  the  thoughts  of  another  perfon,  infenfibly  follows 
their  caft,  and,  as  it  were,  runs  into  a  mould  that  is  ready  prepared. 

Thiis,  for  inftance,  taking  the  firft  fentence  that  occurs  at  the  opening  of 
the  book,  p.  4.  "  I  lived  here  above  a  year,  and  completed  my  ftudies  in 
divinity;  in  which  time  fome  letters  were  received  from  the  fathers  in 
Ethiopia,  with  an  account  that  Sultan  Scgned,  Emperour  of  Abyflinia,  was 
converted  to  the  church  of  Rome ;  that  many  of  his  fubjedts  had  followed 
his  example,  and  that  there  was  a  great  want  of  miffionaries  to  improve  thefe 
prolpcrous  beginnings.  Every  body  was  very  defirous  of  feconding  the  zeal 
of  our  fathers,  and  of  fending  them  the  afliftance  they  requefted  j  to  which 
we  were  the  more  encouraged,  becaufe  the  Emperour's  letter  informed  our 
Provincial,  that  we  might  eafily  enter  his  dominions  by  the  way  of  Dancala ; 

but. 
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but,  unhappily,  the  fecretary  wrote  Geila  for  Dancala,  which  coft  two  of  our 
fathers  their  lives."  Every  one  acquainted  with  Johnfon's  manner  will  be 
fenfible  that  there  is  iiothing  of  it  here^  but  that  this  fentence  might  have  been 
compofed  by  any  other  man.    - 

But,  in  the  Prefece,  the  Johnfonian  flyle  begms  to  appear ;  and  though 
ufe  had  not  yet  taught  his  wing  a  permanent  and  equable  flight,  there  are 
parts  of  it  -which  exhibit  his  befl:  manner  in  full  vigour.  I  had  once  the 
pleafure  of  examining  it  with  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  who  confirmed  me  in  this 
opinion,  by  his  fuperiour  critical  fagacity,  and  was,  I  remember,  much 
delighted  with  the  following  Ipecimen : 

'*  The  Portuguefe  traveller,  contrary  to  the  general  vein  of  his  country- 
men, has  amufed  his  reader  with  no  romantick  abfurdity,  or  incredible  fiftions ; 
whatever  he  relates,  whether  true  or  not^  is  at  leafl:  probable ;  and  he  who 
tells  nothing  exceeding  the  bounds  of  probability,  has  a  right  to  demand  that 
they  fhould  believe  him  who  cannot  contradi6b  him. 

^*  He  appears,  by  his  modeft  and  unaffcded  narration,  to  have  defcribtd 
things  as  he  faw  them,  to  have  copied  nature  from  the  life,  and  to  have 
confulted  his  fenfes,  not  his  imagination.  He  meets  with  no  bafiliflcs  that 
deftroy  with  their  eyes,  his  crocodiles  devour  their  prey  without  tears,  and  his 
catarafts  fall  from  the  rocks  without  deafening  the  neighbouring  inhabitants. 

"  The  reader  will  here  find  no  regions  curfed  with  irremediable  barrennefs, 
or  bleffed  with  Ipontaneous  fecundity ;  no  perpetual  gloono^,  or  unceafing  fuo- 
fhine ;  nor  are  the  nations  here  defcribed  either  devoid  of  all  fenfe  of  huma- 
nity, or  confummate  in  all  private  or  focial  virtues.  Here  are  no  Hottentots 
without  religious  polity  or  articulate  language  -,  no  Chinefe  perfe<5tly  polite, 
and  completely  Ikilled  in  aU  fciences ;  he  will  difcover,  what  will  always  be 
difcovered  by  a  diligent  and  impartial  enquirer,  that  wherever  human  nature 
is  to  be  found,  there  is  a  mixture  of  vice  and  virtue,  a  conteft  of  paflion  and 
reafon  j  and  that  the  Creator  doth  not  appear  partial  in  his  diftributions,  but 
has  balanced,  in  moft  cauntries,  their  particular  inconveniencies  by  par- 
ticular favours." 

Here  we  have  an  early  example  of  that  brilliant  and  energetick  expreflion, 
which,  upon  innumerable  occafions  in  his  fubfequent  life,  juftly  impreffed  the 
world  with  the  highefl:  admiration. 

Nor  can  any  one,  converfant  with  the  writings  of  Johnfon,  fail  to  difcem 
his  hand  in  this  pafiage  of  the  Dedication  to  John  Warren,  Efq.  of  Pem- 
brokelhire,  though  it  is  afcribed  to  Warren  the  bookfeller.  "  A  generous 
and  elevated  mind  is  diftinguilhed  by  nothing  more  certainly  than  an  eminent 

degree 
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degree  of  curiofity ;  nor  is  that  curiofity  ever  more  agreeably  or  ufefully  em- 
ployed, than  in  examining  the  laws  and  cuftonrls  of  foreign  nations.  I  hope, 
therefore,  the  prefcnt  L  now  prciiime  to  make,  will  not  be  thought  improper  i 
which,  however,  it  is  not  my  bufinefs  as  a  dedicator  to  commend,  nor 
as  a  bookfeUer  to  depreciate." 

It  is  reaibnable  to  fuppofe,  that  his  having  been  thus  accidentaUy  led  to  a 
particular  ftudy  of  the  hiflory  and  manners  of  Abyflinia,  was  the  remote 
occafion  of  his  writing,  many  years  afterwards,  his  admirable  philofophical 
tale,  the  principal  (bene  of  which  is  laid  in  that  country. 

Johnfon  returned  to  Lichfield  early  in  1734,  and  in  Auguft  that  year  he 
made  an  attempt  to  procure  fome  litde  fubfiftence  by  his  pen;  for  he  publifhed 
propofals  for  printing  by  fubfcripdon  the  Latin  poems  of  Politian :  "  Atgeli 
PoUHani  Poemata  Latinay  quibusj  Notas^  cum  hijiorid  Latin^e  poefeosj  h  Petrarch^ 
avo  ad  Poluiani  tempara  deduRdy  et  vitd  Politiani  fufius  quam  antibac  enarratdy 
addict  Sam.  Johnson*." 

It  appears  that  his  brother  Nathanael  had  taken  up  his  Cither's  trade ;  for  it 
is  mentioned,  that  "  lubfcriptions  are  taken  in  by  the  Editor,  or  N.  Johnfon, 
bookfeUer,  of  Lichfield,"  Notwithflanding  the  merit  of  Johnfon,  and  the 
cheap  price  at  which  this  tranflation,  with  its  accompanyments,  was  offered, 
there  were  not  fubfcribers  enough  to  infure  a  fufficient  fale ;  fo  the  work 
never  appeared,  and,  probably,  never  was  executed. 

We  find  him  again  this  year  at  Birmingham,  and  there  is  preferved  the 
following  letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Edward  Cave ',  the  original  compiler  and 
editor  of  the  Gentleman's  Magazine : 

^0    Mr*  Cave. 
"  Sir,  Nov.  25,  1734. 

**  A  S  you  appear  no  lefs  fenfible  than  your  readers  of  the  defefb  of 
your  poetical  ardcle,  you  will  not  be  diipleafed,  i^  in  order  to  the  improve- 
ment of  it,  I  conununicate  to  you  the  fentiments  of  a  perfon,  who  will 
undertake,  on  reafonable  terms^  fometimes  to  fill  a  column. 

*  The  book  was  to  contain  more  than  thirty  (heets«  the  price  to  be  two  (hillings  and  fix-pence 
at  the  time  of  fubfcribing,  and  two  (hillings  and  fix-pence  at  die  delivery  of  a  perfed  book  in 
quires. 

'  Mifs  Cave,  the  Grand-niece  of  Mr.  Edward  Cave,  has  obligingly  (hewn  me  the  originals  of 
diis  and  the  other  letters  of  Dr  Johnfon,  to  him,  which  were  firft  publifhed  in'the  Gentleman's 
Magazine,  with  notes  by  Mr.  John  Nichols,  the  worthy  and  indefatigable  editor  of  that 
valuable  miicellany,  figned  N  \  fome  of  which  I  .fliall  occafionally  tranfcribe  in  the  courfe  of 
thisT  woik. 

G  «  His 
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**  His  opinion  is,  diat  the  publick  would  not  give  you  a  had  reception,  if, 
befide  the  current  wit  of  the  month,  which  a  critical  examination  would 
generally  reduce  to  a  narrow  compafs,  you  admitted  not  only  poems,  infcrip- 
tions,  &c.  never  printed  before,  which  he  will  ibmedmes  fupply  you  with ; 
but  iikewife  fhort  literary  differtations  in  Latin  or  Engliih,  critical  remarks  on 
authours  ancient  or  modern,  forgotten  poems  that  deferve  revival,  or  loofe 
pieces,  like  Floyer's,  wortl\  prefcrving.  By  diis  method  your  literary  article, 
for  fo  it  might  be  called,  will,  he  thinks,  be  better  recommended  to  the 
publick,  than  by  low  jefts,  aukward.  bufibonery,  or  the  dull  fcurrilities  of 
either  party. 

"  If  fuch  a  correfpondencc  will  be  agreeable  to  you,  be  pleafed  to  inform 
me  in  two  pofts,  what  the  conditions  arc  on  which  you  IhaU  ei^peft  it.  Your 
late  offer  *  gives  me  no  reafon  to  diftruft  your  generofity.  If  you  engage  in 
any  literary  projefts  befides  this  paper,  I  have  other  defigns  to  impart,  if  1 
could  be  fecure  from  having  others  reap  the  advantage  of  what  I  (hould  hint. 

**  Your  letter,  by  being  direfted  to  S.  Smith,  to  be  left  at  the  Caftle  in 
Birmingham,  Warwickfliirc,  will  reach 

"  Your  humble  fervant.'* 

Mr.  Cave  has  put  a  note  on  this  letter,  "  Anfwered  Dec*  a."  But 
whether  any  thing  ^as  done  in  confcquence  of  it  we  are  not  inforaied* 

JoKnfon  had,  from  his  early  youth,  been  fcnfible  to  the  influence  of  icmale 
charms.  When  at  Stourbridge  fchool,  he  was  much  enamoured  of  Olivia 
Lloyd,  a  young  quaker,  to  whom  he  wrote  a  copy  c£  vcrfes,  which  I  have 
not  been  able  to  recover  j  and  I  am  aflured  by  Mifs  Seward,  that  he  con- 
ceived a  tender  paffion  for  Mifs  Lucy  Porter,  -da-ughter  of  the  lady  whom  he 
afterwards  married.  Mifs  Porter  was  fcnt  very  young  on  a  vifit  to  Lichfield, 
where  Johnfon  had  frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  and  admiring  her  5  and 
he  addrcfled  to  her  the  following  verfes,  on  her  prefenting  him  widi  a  nofe- 
gay  of  myrtle : 

"  What  hopes,  what  terrors  does  thy  gift  create, 

"  Ambiguous  emblem  of  uncertain  fate : 
*^  The  myrde,  enfign  of  fupreme  command, 
"  Confign'd  by  Vcnijs  to  Melifla's  hand ; 
**  Not  Icfs  capricious  than  a  reigning  fair, 
"  Now  grants,  and  now  rejefts  a  lover's  prayer. 

*  A  prize  of  fifty  pounds  for  the  beft  poem  "  on  IJfc,  Death,  Judgement,  Heaven,  and 
Hell."    See  Gentleman's  Magazine,  Vol.  JVC*  p.  560.  N. 

4  "In 
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^  In  myrtle  (hades  oft  fings  the  happy  fwam, 
**  In  myrtle  fhades  dcipairing  ghofb  complain ; 
•*  The  myrtle  crowns  the  happy  lovers'  heads, 
"  The  unhappy  lovers'  grave  the  myrde  Ipreads : 

O  then  the  meaning  of  thy  gift  impart. 

And  eafe  the  throbbings  of  an  anxious  heart  1 
<^  Soon  muft  this  bough,  as  you  ihall  fix  his  doom, 
^  Adorn  Philander's  head,  or  grace  his  tomb  ^ 

His  juvenile  attachments  to  the  fair  fex  were,  however,  very  tranfient ;  and 
it  is  certain,  that  he  formed  no  crinnnal  connexion  whatfoever.  Mr.  Hedor, 
who  lived  with  him  in  his  younger  days  in  the  utmofk  intimacy  and  focial 
freedom,  htf-afluted  me,  that  even  at  that  ardent  feafoib^iik  ,condud  was 
fhidbly  virtuous  in  that  refped ;  and  that  though  he  loved  to  exhilarate  him* 
iclf  with  wine,  he  never  knew  him  intoxicated  but  once. 

In  a  man  whom  religious  education  has  fecured  from  licentious  indul* 
gences,  the  pallion  of  love,  when  once  it  has  (eized  hini,-  is  exceedingly 
ftrongs  being  unin^aired  by  difllpation,  and  totally  concentrated  in  one 
objeft  This  was  experienced  by  Johnfon,  when  he  became  the  fervent 
admirer  oi  Mrs.  Porter,  after  her  firit  hufband's  death.  Miis  Porter  told 
me,  that  when  he  was  firft  introduced  to  her  mother,  his  appearance  was  very 
^H'bidding :  He  was  then  lean  and  lank,  ib  that  his  immenie  fbiifture  of 
bones  was  hideoudy  flriking  to  the  eye,  and  the  (cars  of  the  (crophula  were 
deeply  vifible.  He  al(b  wore  his  hair,  which  was  ftraight  and  ftiff,  and  (epa- 
rated  behind;  and  he  often  had,  (eemingly,  convuUive  ftarts  and  odd 
gefliculations,  which  tended  to  excite  at  once  furpri(e  and  ridicule.  Mrs. 
'Porter  was  fb  much  engaged  by  his  converfarion  that  (he  overlooked. all  rfielc 
external  difadvantages,  and  faid  to  her  daughter,  **  this  is  the  moft  fenfible 
man  that  I  ever  faw  in  my  life." 

^  Mn.  Piozri«  in  her  '*  Anecdotes/'  ailerts  that  Johnfon  wrote  thiseCufi^nof  degant  tender- 
nds  not  in  his  own  perfon,  but  for  a  friend  who  was  in  \ov^  But  that  livdy  lady  is  as  inaccurate 
in  this  inftance  as  ia  many  others ;  for  Mifs  Seward  writes  to  me  **  /  humu  thofe  verfes  wexe 
addrefled  to  Lucy  Porter^  when  he  was  enamoured  of  her  in  his  boyilh  days,  two  or  thiee  years 
before  he  had  feen  her  mother,  his  future  wife.  He  wrote  them  at  my  grandfather's,  and  gave 
them  to  Lucy  in  die  preience  of  my  mother,  to  whom  he  (hewed  them  on  the  inflant*  She  ufed 
to  repeat  them  to  me,  when  I  a&ed  her  for  the  tferfet  Dr.  Jobn/mt  gave  her  on  a  /prig  of  myrtle^ 
nvhicb  be  had  ftoUn  sr  begged  from  her  hofom.  We  all  know  hooeft  Lucy  Porter  to  have  been  inca- 
pable of  the  mean  vanity  of  applying  to  berfelf  a  compliment  not  intended  tot  hcr«"     0 

G  2  Though 
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.173  f-  Though  Mrs.  Porter  was  double  the  age  of  Johnfon,  and  heir  person  and 
^£^i~^]  manner,  as  defcribed  to  me  by  the  late  Mn  Garrick,  were  by  no  means 
pleafing  to  others,  fhe  muft  have  had  a  filperiority  of  underftanding  and  talents, 
as  fhe  certainly  inlpired  him  with  a  more  than  ordinary  paflTion;  and  fhe 
having  fignified  her  willingnefs  to  accept  of  his  hand,  he  went  to  Lichfield 
to  afk  his  mother's  confent  to  the  marriage,  which  he  could  not  but  be  con- 
fcious  was  a  very  imprudent  fcheme,  both  on  account  of  their  difparity 
of  years,  and  her  want  of  fortune.  But  Mrs.  Johnfon  knew  too  well  the 
ardour  of  her  fon's  temper,  and  was  too  tender  a  parent  to  oppofe  lus 
inclinations. 

I  know  not  for  what  rcafbn  the  marriage  ceremony  was  not  performed  at 
Birmingham;  but  a  refblution  was  taken  that  it  fhould  be  at  Derby,  for 
which  place  the  bride  and  bridegroom  fee  out  on  horfeback,  I  fuppofc  in  very 
good  humour.  But  though  Mr.  Topham  Beauclerk  ufed  archly  to  mention 
Johnfon's  having  told  him,  with  much  gravity,  "  Sir,  it  was  a  love-marriage 
upon  both  fides,"  I  have  had  from  my  illuflrious  friend  the  following  curious 
9th  July,  account  of  their  journey  to  church  upon  the  nuptial  mom.  "  Sir,  fhe  had 
read  the  old  romances,  and  had  got  into  her  head  the  fantaftical  notion,  that 
a. woman  of  fpirit  fhould  ufe  her  lover  like  a  dog.  So,  Sir,  at  firft  fhe  told 
j:ne  that  I  rode  too  faft,  and  fhe  could  not  keep  up  with  me ;  and,  when  I 
rode  a  little  flower,  fhe  pafled  me,  and  complained  that  I  lagged  behind.  I 
was  not  to  be  made  the  flave  of  caprice  -,  and  I  refolved  to  begin  as  I  meant 
to  end.  I  therefore  pufhed  on  brifkly,  till  I  was  fairly  out  of  her  fight.  The 
road  lay  between  two  hedges,  fb  I  was  fure  fhe  could  not  mifs  it ;  and  I  con- 
trived that  fhe  fhould  foon  come  up  with  me.  When  fhe  did,.  I  obfcrvcd 
her  to  be  in  tears." 

This,  it  mufl  be  allowed,  was  a  fingular  beginning  of  connubial  felicity  ^ 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  Johnfon,  though  he  thus  fhewed  a  manly  firmnefs^ 
proved  a  mofl  afieftionate  and  indulgent  hufband  to  the  laft  moment  of  Mrs. 
Johnfbn's  life  i  and  in  his  "  Prayers  and  Mediutions,"  we  find  very  remark- 
able evidence  that  his  regard  and  fondnefs  for  her  never  ceafed,  even  after 
her  death. 

He  now  fet  up  a  private  academy,  for  which  purpofe  he  hired  a  hxgt 
houfe,  well  fituated  near  his  native  city.  In  the  Gentleman*s  Magazine  for 
1736,  there  is  the  following  advertifement :  "  At  Edial,  near  Lichfield,  in 
StafFordfhire,  young  gentlemen  are  boarded  and  taught  the  Latin  and  Greek 
languages,  by  Samuel  Johnson."  But  the  only  pupils  that  were  put  under 
Jiis  care  were  the  celebrated  David  Garrick  and  his  brother  George, .  and  a 

Mr. 
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Mr*  Ofifcty,  a  young  gentleman  of  good  fortune^  who  died  eariy.  As  yet,  ^  «73y' 
his  name  had  nodiing  of  that  celebrity  which  afterwards  commanded  the 
higheft  attention  and  reipeft  of  mankind.  Had  fuch  an  advertifement 
aj^ared  after  the  publicadon  of  his  London,  or  his  Rambler,  or  his 
Dictionary,  how  would  it  have  burft  upon  the  world !  with  what  eagemeis 
would  the  great  and  the  wealthy  have  embraced  an  opportunity  of  putting 
their  fons  under  the  learned  tuidon  of  Samuel  Johnson.  The  truth,  how- 
ever, is,  that  he  was  not  fo  well  qualified  for  being  a  teacher  of  elements, 
and  a  conduftor  in  learning  by  regular  gradations,  as  men  of  inferioxir  powers 
of  mind.  His  own  acquifidons  had  been  made  by  fits  and  (tarts,  by  violent 
Irruptions  into  the  regions  of  knowledge ;  and  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
his  impatience  would  be  fubdued,  and  his  impetuofity  reflrained,  (b  as  to  fie 
him  for  a  quiet  guide  to  novices.  The  art  of  communicadng  infhii£bion,  of 
whatever  kind,  is  much  to  be  valued ;  and  I  have  ever  thought  that  thofe 
yrho  devote  themfelves  to  this  employment,  and  do  their  duty  with  diligence 
and  fuccefs,  are  endtled  to  very  high  refpedt  from  the  community,  as  Johnfbn 
hjpnfclf  often  maintained.  Yet  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  greateft  abilides  are 
^ot  only  not  required  for  this  office,  but  render  a  man  lefs  fit  for  it. 
While  we  acknowledge  the  julbiefs  of  Thomfon's  beautiful  remark, 

"  Delightful  tafk !  to  rear  the  tender  thought, 
**  And  teach  the  young  idea  how  to  ihootT* 

we  mull  confider  that  this  delight  is  perceptible  only  by  '*  a  mind  at  eafe,** 
a  mind  at  once  calm  and  clear ;  but  that  a  mind  gloomy  and  innpetuous  like 
that  of  Johnfon,  cannot  be  fixed  for  any  length  of  time  in  minute  attention, 
and  muft  be  fo  frequendy  irritated  by  unavoidable  flownefs  and  errour  in  the 
advances  of  fcholars,  as  to  perform  the  duty  with  litde  pleafure  to  the  teachen, 
and  no  great  advantage  to  the  pupils*  Good  temper  is  a  moil  eflential  requi- 
fice  in  a  preceptor.^  Horace  paints  the  charafter  as  Mafid: 

**  —  t//  pueris  olim  dant  crujiula  blandi 
**  Dolores  J  dementa  velint  ut  difcere  primal  * 

Johnfbn  was  not  more  fatisfied  with  his  fituation  as  the  mafler  of  an 
academy,  than  with  that  of  the  ufher  ofafchooh  we  need  not  wonder,  there- 
fore, that  he  did  not  keep  his  academy  above  a  year  and  a  half  From  Mr. 
Garrick's  account  he  did  not  appear  to  have  been  profoundly  reverenced  by 
his  pupils.  His  oddities  of  manner,  and  uncouth  gefticulations,  could  not 
but  be  the  fubjeft  of  merriment  to  themj  and,  in  particular,  the  young 
rogues  ufcd  to  liflen  at  the  door  of  his  bed-chamber,  and  peep  through  the 

key- 


46  THELIFEOF     DR.    JOHNSON. 

1735*  key-hole,  that  they  might  turn  into  ridicule  his  tuiQultuous  and  aiikward 
!«tau  26.  fondntfs  for  Mrs.  Johnfon»  whom  he  ufed  to  name  by  the  familiar  appel* 
lation  of  Tetty  or  Te0y  which,  like  Betty  or  Be0y  is  provincially  ufed  as  a 
contra£tion  for  Elizabith^  her  chriftian  name,  but  which  to  us  feems  ludicrous, 
when  applied  to  a  woman  of  her  age  and  appearance.  Mr.  Garrick  defcribed 
her  to  me  as  very  fat,  with  a  bofom  of  more  than  ordinary  protuberance, 
with  fwelled  cheeks,  of  a  florid  red,  produced  by  thick  painting,  and 
tncreafed  by  the  liberal  ufe  of  cordials  j  flaring  and  fantaftick  in  her  drefs, 
and  afFefted  both  in  her  fpeech  and  her  general  behaviour.  I  have  feen 
Garrick  exhibit  her,  by  his  exquifite  talent  for  mimickry,  fo  as  to  excite  the 
heartieft  buffls  of  laughter  j  but  he,  probably,  as  is  the  cafe  in  all  fuch  repre- 
fentations,  conliderably  a^ravated  the  pi6hire. 

That  Johnfon  well  knew  the  moil:  proper  courfe  to  be  purfued  in  the  inflruc- 
tion  of  youth,  is  authentically  afccitaincd  by  the  following  paper  in  his  own 
hand-wriring,  given  about  this  period  to  a  relation,  and  now  in  die  poflcf- 
fion  of  Mr.  John  Nichols : 

'*  Scheme /J?r  the  Classes  of  a  Grammar  School. 

*<  WHEN  the  introdu£Uon,  or  formation  of  nouns  and  verbs,  is  perfedly 
mattered,  let  them  learn 

*^  Corderius  by  Mr.  Clarke,  beginning  at  the  fame  time  to  tranflate  out  of 
the  introduction,,  (hat  by  this  means  they  may  learn  the  fyntax.  Then  let 
them  proceed  to 

'^  Erafmus,  with  an  Englifh  tranflarion,  by  the  fame  authour. 

"  Clafe  II.  Learns  Eutropius  and  Cornelius  Nepos,  or  Juftin,  with  th^ 
tranflation. 

"  N.  B.  The  fisrft  clafs  gets  for  dieir  part  every  morning  the  rules  which 
they  have  learned  before,  and  in  the  afternoon  Icams  the  Latin  rules  <^  the 
nouns  and  verbs. 

*^  They  arc  examined  in  the  rules  which  they  have  learned  every  Thurlday 
and  Saturday. 

^^  The  fe<:ond  clafs  doth  the  fame  whilft  diey  are  in  Eutropius ;  afterwards 
their  part  is  in  the  irregidar  nouns  and  verbs,  and  in  the  rules  for  makxi^  and 
icanmng  verfes.     They  are  examined  as  the  firfl, 

<'  Clafs  III.  Ovid's  Metamorphofes  in  the  morning,  and  Cseiar's  Comnoen^ 
taries  in  the  aftemewm. 

"  PfaAife  in  the  Latin  rules  till  Aey  are  perfeft  in  them,  afterwards  in  Mr, 
Leeds's  -Gpee^c  Grammar,    Examined  as  bef^^i, 

**  Afterwards 
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^^  Afenrords  they  proceed  to  Virpl,  beginning  at  the  fame  titne  to  write     »735- 
themes  and  veries^  and  tx>  leam  Greek ;  from  thence  pal&ng  on  to  HoracCj  Au^Ts^ 
ficc.  as  fli^  feem  mofl:  jM'opei'. 

^'  I  know  not  well  what  books  to  dired  you  to,  becaufe  you  have  net 
informed  me  what  ftudy  you  will  apply  youifelf  to.  I  believe  it  wtli  be  nnoft 
for  your  advantage  to  apply  yourielf  wholly  to  die  langu^es,  till  you  go  to 
the  Univerfity.  The  Greek  authours  I  chink  it  beft  for  you  to  read  are  thefe : 

«  Ccbes. 

''  JEUm.  1 

^*  Lucian  by  Leeds,    r  Attick. 

•**  Xenophon.  J 

'*  Homer.  lonick. 

"  Theocritus.  Dorick. 

**  Euripides.  *    Atrick  and  Dorick. 

"  Thus  you  will  be  tolerably  (killed  in  all  the  diale6b,  beginning  with  the 
Attick,  to  which  the  reft  muft  be  referred. 

^*  in  the  ftudy  of  JUatin,  it  is  pi-oper  not  to  read  the  latter  aurfiours,  till  you 
arc  weU  verfed  in  thofe  ^f  the  pureft  i^s ;  as,  Terence,  TuUy,  Caefar, 
Salluft,  Nepos,  Velleius  Paterculus,  Virgil,  Horace,  Phaedrus. 

"  The  greateft  and  moft  necdTary  tafk  ftill  remains,  to  attain  a  habit  of 

-expFcflion,  without  which  knowledge  is  of  little  ufe.   This  is  neceflary  in  Latin, 

and  more  neceflary  in  Englifli  j  and  can  only  be  acquired  by  a  daily  imitation 

of  the  beft  and  correfteft  authours. 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 

While  JcAnfon  kept  his  academy,  'there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  was  in- 
Jfenfibly  furnifliing  his  mind  with  various  knowledge }  but  I  have  not  dijfcovercd 
that  he  wrote  any  thing  except  a  great  part  of  his  tragedy  of  Ir£N£.  Mr.  Peter 
Garrick,  the  elder  brother  of  David,  told  me  that  he  reniembered  Johnfon's 
borrowing  the  Turkilh  Hiftory  of  him,  in  order  to  form  his  play  from  it. 
When  he  had  finilhed  fome  part  of  it,  he  read  what  he  had  done  to  Mr. 
Walmfley,  who  objefted  to  his  having  akeady  brought  his  heroine  into  great 
iUftrefi,  and  aflced  him  <*  how  can  you  poffibly  contrive  to  plunge  her  into 
deeper  calamity  ? "  Johnfon,  in  fly  allufion  to  die  fuppofed  oppreflive  pro- 
«cdings  of  the  court  of  which  Mr.  Walmfley  was  regifter,  replied,  **  Su",  I 
can  put  her  into  the  Spiritual  Court !  '* 

Mr.  Walmfley,  liowever,  was  well  pleafcd  widi  this  proof  of  Johnforfs 
abilities  as  a  dramatick  writer,  and  advifed  him  to  finilh  the  tragedy,  and 

produce  it  on  the  ftage. 

Johnfon 
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I73T-  Johnfon  now  thought  of  dying  his  fortune  in  London, ^  the  great  field  of 
iEtau  28.  g^^us  and  exertion,  where  t^ents  of  every  kind  have  the  fulleft  fcope,  and 
the  higheft  encouragement.  It  is  a  memorable  circumftance  that  his  pupil 
David  Garrick  went  thither  at  the  feme  time,  with  intention  to  complete  his 
education,  and  follow  the  profeffion  of  the  law,  from  which  he  was  foon 
.diverted  by  his  decided  preference  for  the  ftage. 

This  joint  expedition  of  thofe  two  eminent  men  to  the  metropolis,  was 
many  years  afterwards  noticed  in  an  allegorical  poem  on  Shaklpeare's 
Mulberry  Tree,  by  Mr.  Lovibond,  die  ingenious  authour  of  "  The  Tears 
of  Old  May-day." 

They  were  recommended  to  Mr.  Colfon,  an  eminent  mathematician  and 
mafter  of  an  academy,  by  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Walmfley : 

To  the  Reverend  A&-.  Colson. 

Lichfidd,  March  2,  1737, 

•  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  had  the  favour  of  yours,  and  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  5  but 
I  cannot  fay  I  had  a  greater  afFeftion  for  you  upon  it  than  I  had  before,  being 
long  fince  fo  much  endeared  to  you,  as  well  by  an  early  friendlhip,  as  by 
your  many  excellent  and  valuable  qualifications ;  and,  had  I  a  fon  of  my  own, 
it  would  be  my  ambition,  inftead  of  fending  him  to  the  Univerfity,  to  diipolb 
of  him  as  this  young  gendeman.  is. 

*'  He,  and  another  neighbour  of  mine,  one  Mr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  fet  out 
this  morning  for  London  together.  Davy  Garrick  is  to  be  with  you  early 
tjie  next  week,  and  Mr.  Johnfon  to  try  his  fate  with  a  tragedy,  and  to  fee  to 
get  himfelf  employed  in  fome  tranflation,  either  fi-om  the  Latin  or  the 
French.  Johnfon  is  a  very  good  fcholar  and  poet,  and  I  have  great  hopes 
will  turn  out  a  fine  tragedy-writer.  If  it  fhould  any  way  lie  in  your  way, 
doubt  not  but  you  would  be  ready  to  recommend  and  aflift  your  countryman, 

«  G.  Walmsley/' 

How  he  employed  himfelf  opm  upon  his  firft  coming  to  London  is  not 
particularly  known.  I  never  heard  that  he  found  any  protedtion  or  encourage- 
ment by  the  means  of  Mr.  Colfon,  to  whofe  academy  David  Garrick  went. 
Mrs.  Lucy  Porter  told  me,  that  Mr.  Walmfley  gave  him  a  letter  of  intro- 
duftion  to  Lintot  his  bookfeller,  and  that  Johnfon  wrote  fome  tilings  for  him.; 
biit  I  imagine  this  to  be  a  miftake,  for  I  have  difcovered  no  trace  of  it,  and 
I  ^m  pretty  fure  he  told  me,  tiiat  ]^.  Cave  was  die  firft  publiiher  by  whom 
his  pen  was  engaged  in  London. 

He 
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'  He  iiad  a  little  money  when  he  came  to  town,  and  he  knew  how  he  could 
liv^  in  the  cheapeft  manner.  His  firft  lodgings  were  at  the  houfe  of  Mr, 
Norris,  a  ftaymaker^  in  Exeter-ftreet,  adjoining  Catharine-ftreet,  in  the 
Strand.  "  I  dined  (faid  he)  very  well  for  eight-pence,  with  very  good 
company,  at  the  Pine  Apple  in  New-ftreet,  juft  by.  Several  of  them  had 
travelled.  They  expefted  to  meet  every  day  j  but  did  not  know  one  another's 
names.  It  ufed  to  coft  the  reft  a  Shilling,  for  they  drank  wine  j  but  I  had 
a  cut  of  meat  for  fix-pence,  and  bread  for  a  penny,  and  gave  the  waiter  a 
penny  j  fo  that  I  was  quite  well  fcrved,  nay,  better  than  the  reft,  for  they 
gave  the  waiter  nothing." 

,  He  at  this  time,  I  believe,  abftained  entirely  from  fermented  liquors ;  a 
praftice  to  which  he  rigidly  conformed  for  many  years  together,  at  different 
periods  of  his  life. 

His  Ofellus  in  the  Art  of  living  in  London^  I  have  heard  him  relate,  was  an 
Irifh  painter,  whom  he  knew  at  Birmingham,  and  who  had  pradtifed  his  own 
precepts  of  ceconomy  for  feveral  years  in  the  Britifh  capital.  He  aflured 
Johnibn,  who,  I  fuppofe,  was  then  meditating  to  try  his  fortune. in  London, 
but  was  apprehenfive  of  the  expence,  "  that  thirty  pounds  a  year  was  enough  to 
enable  a  man  to  live  there  without  being  contemptible.  He  allowed  ten  pounds 
for  clothes  and  linen.  He  faid  a  man  might  live  in  a  garret  at  eighteen-pence 
a  week ;  few  people  would  inquire  where  he  lodged ;  and  if  they  did,  it  was 
cafy  to  fay,  *  Sir,  I  am  to  be  found  at  fuch  a  place.'  By  fperriing  three-penc^ 
in  a  cofFee-houfe,  he  might  be  for  fome  hours  every  day  in  very  good  com- 
pany J  he  might  dine  for  fix-pence,  breakfaft  on  bread  and  milk  for  a  penny, 
and  do  without  fuppen  On  clean-fiirt-dajf  he  went  abroad,  and  paid  vifits." 
I  have  heard  him  more  than  once  talk  of  this  frugal  friend,  whom  he  recol- 
Icded  with  eftejem  and  kindnefs,  and  did  not  like  tQ  have  any  ,otii  fmile  at 
the  recital.  "  This  man  (faid  he,  gravely,)  was  a  very  fenfible  man,  who 
perfedUy  undei-ftood  common  affairs:  a  man  of  a  great  deal  of  knowledge 
of  the  world,  frefh  from  life,  not  ftraincd  through  books.  He  borrowed  a 
horfe  and  ten  pounds  at  Birmin^am*  Finding  himfelf  matter  of  fo  much 
money,  he  fet  off  for  Wefl  Chefter,  in  order  to  get  to  Ireland.  He  returned 
the  hprfe,  and  probably  the  ten  pounds  too,  after  he  got  home." 

Confidering  Johnfon's  narrow  circumftances  in  the  early  part  of  his  life, 
and  particularly  at  the  interefting  aera  of  his  launching  into  the  ocean  of 
London,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  an  adtual  inftance,  proved  by  expe- 
rience, of  the  polTibility  of  enjoying  the  intellectual  luxury  of  focial  life,  upon 
a  very  fmall  income,  fhould  deeply  engage  his  attention,  and  be  ever  rccoU 

H    *  lefted 
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I737*     lefted  by  him  as  a  circumftancc  of  much  importance.    He  amufed  himfelf^ 

^^^  ^^  I  remember,  by  computing  how  much  more  expence  was  abfolutely  necefiary 

to  live  upon  the  fame  fcale  with  that  which  his  friend  defcribed,  when  the 

value  of  money  was  diminilhed  by  the  progrefs  of  commerce.     It  may  be 

eftimated  that  double  the  money  might  now  widi  difficulty  be  fufficient. 

Amidft  this  cold  obfcurity,  there  was  one  brilliant  circumftance  to  cheer 
him ;  he  was  well  acquamted  with  Mr.  Henry  Hervey,  one  of  the  branches 
of  the  noble  family  of  that  name,  who  had  bepn  quartered  at  Lichfield  as  an 
officer  of  the  army,  and  had  at  this  time  ahoufe  in  London,  where  Johnfon  was 
frequendy  entertained,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting  genteel  company* 
Not  very  long  before  his  death,  he  mentioned  this,  among  other  particulars 
of  his  life,  which  he  was  kindly  communicating  to  me  j  and  he  defcribed  this 
early  friend  ^*  Harry  Hervey,"  thus :  *'  He  was  a  vicious  man,  but  very 
kind  to  me.     If  you  call  a  dog  Hervey,  I  fhall  love  him." 

He  told  me  he  had  now  written  only  three  afts  of  his  Irene,  and  that  he 
retired  for  fome  time  to  lodgings  at  Greenwich,  where  he  proceeded  in  it 
fomewhat  farther,  and  ufed  to  compofe,  walking  in  the  Park  j  but  did  not 
ftay  long  enough  at  that  place  to  finifh  it. 

At  this  period  we  find  the  following  letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Edward  Cave, 
which,  as  a  link  in  the  chain  of  his  literary  hiftory,  it  is  proper  to  infcrt : 

To  Mr^  Cave. 

Gxeenwichj  next  door  to  Ac  Golden  Heart, 
<*  Sir,  Chwch-firect,  Juty  la,  1737. 

*'  HAVING  obferved  in  your  papers  very  uncommon  offers  of 
encouragement  to  men  of  letters,  I  have  chofen,  being  a  ftranger  in  London, 
to  communicate  to  you  the  following  defign,  which,  I  h(^e,  if  you  join  in 
it,  will  be  of  advantage  to  both  of  us. 

**  The  Hiftory  of  the  Council  of  Trent  havmg  been  lately  tranflated  into 
French,  and  publilhed  with  large  Notes  by  Dr.  Le  Courayer,  the  reputation 
of  that  book  is  fo  much  revived  in  England,  that,  it  is  preftimcd,  a  new 
tranflation  of  it  from  the  Italian,  together  with  Le  Couraycr*s  Notes  from  die 
French,  could  not  fail  of  a  favourable  reception. 

*<  If  it  be  anfwered,  that  the  Hiftory  is  already  in  Englifh,  it  muft  be  remem- 
bered, that  diere  was  the  fame  objeftion  againft  Le  Courayer's  uhdertaking, 
with  this  difadvantage,  that  the  French  had  a  verfion  by  one  of  then-  beft 
tranflators,  whereas  you  cannot  read  three  pages  of  the  Englifh  Hiftory 

4  without 
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without  difcovering  that  the  flyle  is  capable  of  great  improvements;   but      '737* 
whether  thofe  improvements  are  to  be  expected  from  this  attempt,  you  muft  [jEtau  ^g' 
judge  from  the  Ipecimen,  which,  if  you  approve  the  propofal,  I  Ihall  fubmit 
to  your  examination. 

"  Suppofe  the  merit  of  die  verfions  equal,  we  may  hope  that  the  addition 
of  the  Notes  will  turn  the  balance  in  our  favour,  confidering  the  reputation  of 
the  Annotaton  ^ 

"  Be  pleafed  to  favour  me  with  a  Ipeedy  anjiwer,  if  you  are  not  willing 
to  engage  in  this  fcheme  5  and  appoint  me  a  day  to  wait  upon  you,  if  you 
are.     I  am.  Sir, 

*'  Your  humble  fcrvant, 

*^  Sam.  Johnson/* 

It  fhould  feem  from  this  letter,  though  fubfcribed  widi  his  own  name,  that 
he  had  not  yet  been  introduced  to  Mn  Cave.  We  (hall  prefently  fee  what 
was  done  in  confequence  of  the  propofal  which  it  contains. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  lummer  he  returned  to  Lichfield,  where  he  had  left 
Mrs.  Johnfon,  and  there  he  at  laft  finilhed  his  tragedy,  which  was  not 
executed  with  his  rapidity  of  compofition  upon  other  occafions,  but  was  flowly  \ 
and  painfuUy  elaborated.  A  few  days  before  his  death,  while  burning  a 
great  mafs  of  papers,  he  picked  out  from  among  them  the  original  unformed 
iketch  of  this  tragedy,  in  his  own  hand-writing,  and  gave  it  to  Mr. 
Langton,  by  whofe  favour  a  copy  of  it  is  now  in  my  pofleffion.  It  contains 
fragments  of  the  intended  plot,  and  fpeeches  for  the  difTensnt  perfons  of  the 
drama,  pardy  in  the  raw  materials  of  profe,  pardy  worked  up  into  verfe  g 
as  alfo  a  variety  of  hmts  for  illuftrarion  borrowed  from  the  Greek,  Roman^ 
and  modern  writers.  The  hand-writing  is  very  difficult  to  be  read,  even  by 
diofe  who  were  beft  acquainted  with  Johnlbn's  mode  of  penmanfhip,  which  at 
all  times  was  very  particular.  The  King  having  gracioufly  accepted  of  diis 
manufcript  as  a  literary  curiofity,  Mr.  Langton  made  a  fair  and  diftind:  copy  of 
it,  which  he  ordered  to  be  bound  up  with  the  original  and  the  printed  tragedy ; 
and  the  volume  is  depofited  in  the  King's  library.  His  Majefty  was  pleafed 
to  permit  Mr.  Langton  to  take  a  copy  df  it  for  himfelf. 

The  whole  of  it  is  rich  in  thought  and  imagery,  and  happy  expreffions ; 
and  of  the  disjeffa  wtemhra  fcattered  throughout,  and  as  yet  unarranged,  a  good 
dramatick  poet  might  avail  himielf  with  confiderable  advant^.  I  ihall  give 
my  readers  fome  (pecimens  of  different  kiads^  diftinguiihing  them  by  the 
Italick  charaften 

H  2  ''Nor 
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Nor  think  to  Jay^  here  will  IJlopy 

Here  will  I  fix  the  limits  of  tranfgreffiony 

Nor  farther  tempt  the  avenging  rage  of  heaven. 

JVhen  guilt  like  this  once  harbours  in  the  breafi^ 

Thofe  holy  beings y  whofe  unfeen  direSion 

Guides  through  the  maze  of  life  thefteps  of  man. 

Fly  the  detefted  manjions  of  impiety ^    . 

And  quit  their  charge  to  horrour  and  to  ruin.** 


A  fmall  part  only  of  this  interefting  admonition  is  preferved  in  the  play, 
and  is  varied,  I  thinks  not  to  advantage : 

^*  The  foul  once  tainted  with  fo  foul  a  crime, 

**  No  more  ftiall  glow  with  friendfhip's  hallowed  ardour : 

"  Thofe  holy  beings  whofe  fuperiour  care 

"  Guides  erring  mortals  to  the  paths  of  virtue, 

"  Affrighted  at  impiety  like  thine, 

"  Refign  their  charge  to  bafenefs  and  to  ruin." 

"  I  feel  thefoft  infellim 
*'  Flufh  in  my  cheeky  and  wander  in  my  veins. 
*^  Teach  me  the  Grecian  arts  of  foft  perfuafion** 

"  Sure  this  is  lovcy  which  heretofore  I  conceived  the  dream  of  idle  maids, 
and  wanton  poets.** 


"  Though  jno  comets  or  prodigies  foretold  the  ruin  of  Greece,  ftffis  which 
heaven  muft  by  another  miracle  enable  us  to  underftand,  yet  might  it  be  forefhown, 
by  tokens  no  lefs  certain^  by  the  vices  which  always  bring  it  on.** 

This  laft  paffage  is  worked  up  in  the  tragedy  itfelf,  as  follows  : 

m 

LEONTIUS. 

**  ■  That  power  that  kindly  Ipreads 

"  The  clouds,  a  fignal  of  impending  fhowers, 
"  To  warn  the  wandering  linnet  to  the  fhade, 
*«  Beheld,  without  concern,  expiring  Greece,    . 
"  And  not  one  prodigy  foretold  6ur  fate/* 

P£M£TRIUS. 
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A  thoufand  horrid  prodigies  foretold  it ; 
A  feeble  government,  eluded  laws, 
A  factious  populace,  luxurious  nobles. 
And  all  the  maladies  of  finking  dates. 
When  publick  villainy,  too  ftrong  for  juftice. 
Shows  his  bold  front,  the  harbinger  of  ruin. 
Can  brave  Leontius  call  for  airy  wonders. 
Which  cheats  interpret,  and  which  fools  regard  ? 
When  fome  negleftcd  fabrick  nods  beneath 
The  weight  of  years,  and  totters  to  the  tempeft, 
Muft  heaven  dilpatch  the  meffengers  of  li^t. 
Or  wake  the  dead,  to  warn  us  of  its  fall  ? " 


/ 


Mahomet  (to  Irene).  "  I  have  tried  thee,  and  j€y  to  find  that  thou 
dejerveft  to  be  loved  by  Mabomety<vith  a  mind  ^^at  as  bis  own.  Surey  thou  art 
an  err  out  of  nature y  and  an  exception  to  the  reft  of  thy  feXy  and  art  immortal ; 
for/entiments  like  thine  were  never  to  Jink  into  nothing.  I  thought  all  the  thoughts 
of  the  fair  had  been  to  feleSl  the  graces,  of  the  dayy  di/pofe  the  colours  of  the 
flaunting  (flowing)  robcy  tune  the  voice  and  roll  the  eye,  place  the  gem,  choofe  the 
drefsy  and  add  new  rofes  to  the  fading  cheeky  but'^^arklingC* 

9 

Thus  in  the  tragedy : 

**  Illuftrious  maid,  new  wonders  fix  me  thine  j 
**  Thy  foul  completes  the  triumphs  of  thy  face : 
**  I  thought,  forgive  my  fair,  the  nobleft  aim, 
"  The  ftrongeft  effort  pf  a  female  foul, 
**  Was  but  to  choofe  the  graces  of  the  day, 
**  To  tune  the  tongue,  to  teach  the  eyes  to  roll, 
*'  Difpofe  the  colours  of  the  flowing  robe, 
"  And  add  new  colours  to  the  faded  cheek." 


I  Ihall  feleft  one  other  paflage,  on  account  of  the  doctrine  which  it  iUuf- 
trates.  Irene  obferves,  "  that  the  Supreme  Being  will  accept  ofvirtuey  whatever 
enttward  circumftances  it  may  be  Mccompanied  withy  andffnay  be  delighted  with 
varieties  of  worfhip  y^ut  is  anfweredy  that  variety  canhot  affe^  that  Beingy  who 

ifffmitely 
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X757*      infinitely  happy  in  bis  own  perfeSfions^  wants  no  external  gratifications;  nor  can^ 
^tatVis!!  ^nfi^i^^  ^^^^^  ^^  delighted  with  faljhood ;   that  though  he  may  guide  or  pity  tbofr 
he  leaves  in  darknefsy   he  abandons  tbofe  who  Jhut  their  eyes  againji  the  beams 
of  dayr 

Jbhnfon's  rcfidence  at  Lichfield,  on  his  return  to  it  at  this  time,  was  only 
for  three  months  j  and  as  he  had  as  yet  feen  but  a  fmali  part  of  the  wonders  of 
the  metropolis,  he  had  iitde  to  tell  his  townfmen.  He  related  to  me  the  foU 
lowing  minute  anecdote  of  this  period:-  **  In  the  laft  age,  when  my  mother 
lived  in  London,  there  were  two  fets  of  people,  thofe  who  gave  the  wall,  and 
thofe  who  took  it ;  the  peaceable  and  the  quarrelfome.  When  I  returned  to 
Lichfield,  after  having  been  in  London,  my  mother  aflced  me,  whether  I  was 
one  of  thofe  who  gave  the  wall,  or  thofe  who  took  it.  Now  it  is  fixed  that 
every  man  keeps  to  the  rights  or,  if  one  is  taking  the  wall,  another  yields  its 
and  it  is  never  a  dilpute*/' 

He  now  removed  to  London  with  Mrs.  Johnfbn ;  but  her  dau^ter,  who 
had  lived  with  them  at  Edial,  was  left  with  her  relations  in  the  country* 
His  loc^ngs  were  for  fome  time  in  Woodftock-ftreet,  near  Hanover- 
jquare,  and  aft)erwards  in  CafUe-ftreet,  near  Cavendifh-fquare.  As  there  is 
fomething  pleafingly  interefting,  to  many,  in  tracing  fo  great  a  man  through 
all  his  different  habitations,  I  fliall,  before  this  work  is  concluded,  prefent 
my  readers  with  an  exa£t  lift  of  his  lodgings  and  houfesj  in  order  of  time^ 
which,  in  placid  condefcenfion  to  my  refpeftftil  curiofity,  he  one  evening 
dictated  to  me,  but  without  ipecifying  how  long  he .  lived  at  each.  Jn  the 
progrefs  of  his  life  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention  fome  of  them  as  connected 
with  particular  incidents,  or  with  the  writing  of  particular  parts  of  his  works. 
To  fome,  this  minute  attention  may  appear  trifling ;  but  when  we  confider 
the  pundtilious  exaftnefs  with  which  the  different  houfes  in  which  Milton 
rcfided  have  been  traced  by  the  writers  of  his  life,  a  fimilar  enthufiafm  may 
be  pardoned  in  the  biographer  of  Johnfon. 

His  tragedy  being  by  this  time,  as  he  thou^,  completely  finilhed  and  fit 
for  the  ftage,  he  was  very  defirous  that  it  fliould  be  brought  forward.  Mr. 
Peter  Garrick  told  me,  that  Johnfon  and  he  went  together  to  the  Foun- 
tain tavern,  and  read  it  over,  and  that  he  afi^rwards  folicited  Mr.  Ffectwood, 
the  patentee  of  Drury-lane  theatre,  to  have  it  afted  at  his  houfe  j  but  Mr. 
Fleetwood  would  not  accept  it,  probdbly  becaufe  it  was  not  pattoniied  by 

^  Journal  of  a  Tetf  <o  die  Hebrides,  jd  edit  p.  %i2^ 
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'fomc  man  of  high  rank;  and  it  was  not  adled  till  1749,  when  his  fiicnd  David 
Garrick  was  manager  of  that  theatre. 

"  The  Gentleman's  Magazine/'  begun  and  carried  on  by  Mr,  Edward 
Cave,  under  the  name  of  Sylvanus  Urban,  had  attracted  the  notice  and 
efteem  of  Johnfon,  in  an  eminent  degree,  before  he  came  to  London  as  an 
adventurer  in  literature.  He  told  me,  that  when  he  firft  faw  St.  John's 
Gate,  the  place  where  that  defcrvedly  popular  mifcellany  was  originally 
printed,  he  "  beheld  it  with  reverence/*  I  fuppole,  indeed,  that  every  young 
authour  has  had  the  fame  kind  of  feeling  for  the  magazine  or  periodical  pub- 
lication which  has  firft  entertained  him,  and  in  which  he  has  firft  had  an 
opportunity  to  fee  himfelf  in  print,  witiiout  the  riik  of  expofing  his  namcr 
I  mylelf  recolleft  fuch  impreflions  from  "  The  Scots  Magazine,"  which  was 
begun  at  Edinburgh  in  the  year  1739,  and  has  been  ever  condufted  with  judge- 
ment, accuracy,  and  propriety.  I  yet  cannot  help  thinking  of  it  with  an 
affedtionate  regard.  Johnfon  has  dignified  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  by 
the  importance  with  which  he  invefts  the  life  of  Cave ;  but  he  has  given  it 
ftill  greater  luftre  by  the  various  admirable  Efiays  which  he  wrote  for  it. 

Though  Johnfon  was  often  folicited  by  his  friends  to  make  a  complete  lift  of 
his  writings,  and  talked  of  doing  it,  I  believe  with  a  ferious  intention  that  they 
fhould  all  be  coUefted  on  his  own  account,  he  put  it  off  from  year  to  year,  and 
at  laft  died  without  having  done  it  perfeftly.  I  have  one  in  his  own  hand- 
writing, which  contains  a  certain  number  -,  I  indeed  doubt  if  he  could  have 
recdlefted  every  one  of  them,  as  they  were  fo  numerous,  fo  various,  and 
Scattered  in  fuch  a  multiplicity  of  unconneAed  publications ;  nay,  leveral  of 
them  publilhed  under  the  names  of  other  perfons,  to  whom  he  liberally  con- 
tributed from  the  abundance  of  his  mind.  We  muft,  therefore,  -be  content 
to  difcover  them,  partly  from  occafional  information  g^ven  by  him  to  his 
friends,  and  pardy  from  internal  evidence  ^. 

His  firft  performance  in  the  Gendeman's  Magazine,  which  for  many  years 
was  his  principal  refource  for  employment  and  fupport,  was  a  copy  of  Latin 
verfes,  in  March,  1738,  addreffed  to  the  editor  in  fo  happy  a  ftyle  of  com- 
pliment, that  Cave  muft  have  been  deflitute  both  of  tafte  and  fenfibility,  ig/L 
had' he  not  felt  himfeif  highly  gratified. 

s  While  in  the  courie  of  my  nanative  I  emunerafe  his-  writlags,  I  (hall  take  care  that  my 
feaden  (hall  not  be  left  to  waver  in  doabt«  between  certainty  and  coBJe6lure>  with  regard  to  their 
aotbenticity ;  and>  for  that  parpo(e,  (hall  mark  with  an  afifiifi  (*)  thofe  which  he  acknowledged 
to  his  friends,  and  with  a  dagger  (f)  thole  which  are  afcertained  to  be  his  by  intenal  evidence. 
When  any  other  pieces  are  afcribed  to  him,  I  (hall  give  my  reafonsi 
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Ad    Urbanum.* 

« 

Urbane,  nullis  fejfe  laioriius. 
Urbane,  nullis  ville  calumniisj 
Cut  fronte  Jertum  in  eruditd 
Perpetub  viret  et  virebil ; 

^id  moliatur  gens  imitantium, 
^id  et  minetur^  Jolicitus  parUm, 
Vacare  Jolis  perge  Mufisj 
Juxta  animo  ftudiifque  felix. 

Lingua  procacis  plumbea  Jpicula^ 
Fidens^  fuperbo  frange  JilenHo  i 
Viflrix  per  obft antes  catervas 
Sediditas  animo/a  tendet* 

Intende  nervos,  fortis,  inanibus 
Rifurus  olim  nijibus  amuli ; 
Intende  jam  nervoSy  habebis 
Participes  opera  Camcsnas, 

Nm  ulla  Mujis  pagina  gratior, 
^uam  quajeveris  ludicra  jungeri 
Novity  fatigatamque  nugis  ^ 

Vtilibus  recreare  mentem. 

Texente  Tfympbis  ferta  Lycoride^ 
Rofe  ruboremjic  viola  adjuvat 
Immi^a,  ftc  Iris  refulget 
jEtbereis  variata  fucis  *• 

S-  J- 

It 

*  A  tfiuiflatlon  of  this  Ode^  by  an  unknown  correfpondent «  appeared  in  the  Magazitie  for  the 
nonth  of  May  following : 

^  Hail  Urban  I  indefatigable  man, 
*'  Unwearied  yet  by  all  thy  ufeful  toil  I 

**  Whom  nnm'rous  flanderers  aflault  in  vain ; 
*<  Whom  no  bafe  calumny  can  put  to^il. 
**  But  ftin  the  laurel  on  thy  learned  brow 
««  flourifhes  fair,  and  Iball  for  ever  grow. 

"  What 
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It  appears  that  he  was  now  enlifted  by  Mr,  Cave  as  a  regular  coadjutor  in 
liis  magazine,  by  which  he  probably  obtained  a  tolerable  livelihood.  At  what 
time,  or  by  what  means,  he  had  acquired  a  competent  knowledge  both  of 
French  and  Italian,  I  do  not  know ;  but  he  was  fo  well  (killed  in  them,  as  to 
be  fufficiently  qualified  for  a  tranflator.  That  part  of  his  labour  which  con- 
fifted  in  emendation  and  improvement  of  the  produ6tions  of  other  contri- 
butors, like  that  employed  in  levelling  ground,  can  be  perceived  only  by  thole 
who  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  original  with  the  altered  copy. 
What  we  certainly  know  to  have  been  done  by  him  in  this  way,  was  the 
Debates  in  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  under  the  name  of  *^  The  Senate  of 

**  What  mean  the  fervile  imitating  crew, 
■«■  What  their  vain  bluft'ring,  and  their  empty  noife, 

*«  Ne'er  feck:  but  ftill  thy  noble  ends  porfue^ 
*♦  Unconquef'd  by  the  rabble^s  venal  voice* 

'*  Still  to  the  Mafe^hy  ftudioos  mind  apply» 

''  Happy  in  temper  as  in  induftry. 

-«*  The  fenfelefs  fneerings  of  an  haughty  tongue, 
-'^  Unworthy  thy  attention  to  engage, 

**  Unheeded  pafs :  and  tho'  they  mean  thee  wrongi 
***  By  manly  filence  difappoint  their  rage. 

"  AiBduous  diligence  confounds  its  foes, 

'^^  RefifUeis,  tho'  malicious  crouds  oppofe. 

"  Exert  fhy  powers,  nor  flacken  in  the  courfe, 
^<  Thy  fpotlefs  fame  (hall  qualh  all  falfe  reports  : 

«f  Exert  thy  powers,  nor  fear  a  civars  force, 
-«'  But  thou  (halt  fmile  at  all  his  vain  efibrts  ; 

<*  Thy  labours  Ihall  be  crown'd  with  large  fuccefs  ; 

•*  The  Mufe%  aid  thy  magazine  (hall  bkfs, 

*'  No  page  more  grateful  to  th'  harmonious  nine 
■**  Than  that  wherein  thy  labours  we  furvey  ; 

«'  Where  folernn  themes  in  fuller  fplendour  (hinet 
'**  (Delightful  mixture,)  bknded 'with  the  gay. 

<'  Where- in  improving,  various  joys  we  find, 

*'  A  welcome  refpite  to  the  wearied  mind. 

«'  Thus  when  the  i^mphs  in  ibnie  fair  verdant  mead, 
'«<  Of  various  flow'rs  a  beauteous  wreath  compofe, 

«<  The  lovely  violet's  azure-painted  head 
<'  Adds  luftre  to  the  crimfon-blulhing  rofe* 
**  Thusfplendid  Iris,  with  her  varied  dye, 
"^^  Shines  in  the  aethei^  and  adorns  the  lky« 

<'  BRITON." 

1  LiUiputi'* 
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X^illiput,"   fome times  with  feigned  denominations  of  the  fcvcral  fpeakers,:* 
ibmetimes  with  denominations  formed  of  the  letters  of  their  real  names,  in: 
the  manner  of  what  is  called  anagram^  fo  that  they  might  eafily  be  decy- 
phercd.     Parliament  then  kept  the  prefs  in  a  kind  of  myfterious  awe,-  which 
made  it  neceflary  to  have  recourfe  to  liich  devices.     In  our  time  it  has 
acquired  an  unrcftraincd  freedom,  fo  that  the  people  in  all  parts  of  the  king- 
dom have  a  fair,  open,  and  exaft  report  of  the  a£hial  proceedings  of  their 
f  eprefentatives  and  legiflators  j  which  in  our  conftitution  is  highly  to  be  valued,, 
though,  unqueftionably,  there  has  of  late  been  too  much  reaibn  to  complaiir 
of  the  petulance  with  which  obfcure  fcribWers  have  prefumed  to  treat  men  of 
the  mofr  relpedtable  charafter  and  fituation. 

This  important  article  of  the  Gendeman's  Magazine  was,-  for  feveral  years,.^ 
executed  by  Mr.  William  Guthrie,  a  man  who  deferves  to  be  reipeftably 
recorded  in  the  literary  annals  of  this  country-  He  was  defcended  of  an . 
ancient  family  in  Scotland ;  but  having  a  (mall  patrimony,  and  being  an  adhe- 
rent of  the  unfortunate  houfe  of  Stuart,  he  could  not  accept  of  any  office  in 
the  ftate ;  he  therefore  came  to  London>  and  emptoyed  his  talents  and  fcam- 
ingasan  «  Authour  by  profeffion.*'  His  writings  in  hilborjr^.  criticifm,  and 
politicks,  had  confidfcrable  merit  7.  He  was  the  firft  Engliih  hiftorian  who 
had  recourfe  to  that  authentick  fource  of  infornnation,  the  Parliamentary 
Journals  $  and  fuch  was  the  poiiyer  of  his  political  pen,  that,  at  an  early  period, 
government  thought  it  worth  their  while  to  keep  it  quiet  by  a  penfion^ .  which 
he  enjoyed  till  his  deatL  Johnfon  efleeroed  him  enough,  to  wifh  that  his 
life  (hould  be  written.  The  debates  in  Parliament,  which  were  brought  home 
and  digefted  by  Guthrie,  whofe  memory,  though  furpafled  by  others  who 
have  fince*  followed  him  in  the  fame  department,  was  yet  very  quick  and 
tenacious,  were  fcnt  by  Cave  to  Johnfon  for  his  revifioa  i  and,  after  fome 
time,  when  Guthrie  had  attained  to  greater  variety  of  empiloyment,  and  the 
fpeeches  were  more  and  m^pre  enriched  by  the  acceflion  of  Johnfon's  genius^ 
it  was  refolved  that  he  fhould  do  the  whole  himfelf,  from  the  fcanty  notes 
fumilhed  byperfons  empk>yed  to  attend  in  both  houfes  of  Parliaments  Some- 
times, however,  as  he  himfelf  told  me,  he  had  nothmg  more  communi- 
cated to  him  but  the  names  of  die  feveral  fpeakers,  and  the  part  which  they 
had  taken  in  the  debate. 

^  How  much  poetry  he  wrote,  I  know  not ;  but  he  informed  me,  th^t  he  was  the  aatfaour  oT 
the  beautiful  little  piece,  *^  The  Eagle  and  Robin  Redbrcaft,"  in  the  coIWlvon  of  poems  entitled 
<*  The  Union/'  th9ugh  it  is  there  (aid  to  be  written  by  Archibald  Scott^  before  the  year  i6oo. 

2  Thus 


t 
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Thos  was  Johnlbn  employed,  during  fome  of  the  beft  years  of  his  life,      »73^« 
las  a  mere  literary  labourer  "  for  gdn,  not  glory,"  folely  to  obtain  an  honeft  ^tat!  ^o.' 
fupport.     He  however  indulged  himfelf  in  occafional  little  fallies,  which  the 
French  fo  happily  exprefs  by  the  term  Jeux  d'e/prU^   and  which  will  be 
noticed  in  their  order,  in  the  progrels  of  this  work. 

But  what  firft  dilplayed  his  tranicendent  powers,  and  ^  gave  the  world 
aflurance  of  the  Man,"  was  his  ^^  London,  a  Poem,  in  Imitation  of  the 
Third  Satire  of  Juvenal,"  which  came  out  in  May  this  year,  and  burft 
forth  with  a  iJ)lendour,  the  rays  of  which  will  for  ever  encircle  his  name.  / 
Boileau  had  imitated  the  fame  fatire  with  great  fuccefs,  applying  it  to  Paris ; 
but  an  attentive  comparifon  will  fatisfy  every  reader,  that  he  is  much  excelled 
by  the  Englifh  JuvenaL  Oldham  had  alfo  imitated  it,  and  applied  it  to 
London  j  all  which  performances  concur  to  prove,  that  great  cities^  in  every 
age,  and  in  every  country^  will  fomifli  fimilar  topicks  of  fatire.  Whether 
Johnfon  had  previoufly  read  Oldham's  imitation,  I  do  not  know ;  but  it  is 
not  a  litdc  remarkable,  that  there  is  fcarcely  any  coincidence  found  between 
the  two  performances,  though  upon  the  very  fame  fubjefL,  The  oiily  in* 
fiances  are^  in  defcribing  London  as  the  ^nk  of  fbrdgn  worthleilhefs : 

**  ■  ■  the  conimdn  Jbare^ 

<*  Where  France  does  all  ker  filth  and  ordure  pour." 

Oldham. 
*'  The  common  Jbore  of  Paris  aiid  of  Rome.** 

Johnson* 


and. 


*'  No  cdling  or  profeflion  comes  amif^ 
^  A  needy  monfieur  can  be  what  he  pleafe." 


Oldham. 
-«  AH  fciehccs  a  fajlinl  moftfieUr  kno>*^s." 

Johnson, 
The  particulirs  which  Oldham  has  collefted,  both  as  Exhibiting  the  hor- 
roBrs  of  London,  and  of  the  rimes,  contrafted  with  better  days,  are  different 
from  thofe  of  Johnfon,  and  in  general  well  chofeh,  and  well  expreft'. 

There 

*  I  own  it  pleafed  me  to  find  amongd  then^  one  tndt  of  the  manners  of  the  age  in  London^  la 
the  laft  century^  to  (hield  from  the  fneer  of  Englifh  ridicule,  what  was  fomc  time  ago  too  common 
a  prance  in  my  native  city  of  Edinburgh : 

"If  what  I've  faid  can't  from  the  town  affright, 
««  Confider  other  dangers  of  the  night ; 

I  z  ««  >^Txen 


60  THLLIFEOF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

1738-  There  are>  in  Oldham's  imitatiQn,  many  profaick  verfcs  and  bad  rhymes^ 

iEtatt  29!  ^^^  ^^^  poem  fets  out  with  a  ftrang€  inadvertent  blunder : 

**  Tho*  much  concern*'d  to  leave-my^  dear  old  friend,. 
*'  I  muft,  however,  bis  defign  commend. 
"  Of  fiKing.in  the  country >  ■" 

It  is  plain  he  was  not  going  to  leave  Hijs  friend;   his  friend  was  going  to» 

leave  him.     A  young  lady  at  once  correfted  this  with  good  cridcal  fagacity 

to 

«^  Tho*  much  concerned  to  lofe  my  dear  old  friendi" 

There  is  one  paffage  in  the  origmd,*  better  transfufed  by-  Oldham  than  by; 
Johnfon: 

"  Nil  habet  infelix  paupertai  durius  in  Je\ 
^^  S^am  quod  ridiculos  homines,  facit!^ 

which  is  an  exquifite  remark  on  the  galling  meannefs  and  contempt  annexed! 
to  poverty:  Johnson's  imitation  is, 

"  Of  all  the  griefs  that^harrals  the  diftkft, 
"  Sure. the  moft  bitter  is  a  fconrfliljeft/* 


Oldham's,  though  leis  elegant,,  is  morejuitt 

•*  Nothing  in  poverty  fb  ill  is  borne, 

'*  As  its  expofing  n>en  to  grinning  fcomJ* 

Where,  or  in  what  manner  this  poem  was  compofed,  I  am  lorry  that  T 
Beglefled  to  afcertain  with  precifion,  from- Johnfon's  own  authority.  He- 
has  marked  upon  his  corredted  copy  of  the  firft  edition  of  it,  "  Written 
in  1738  i"  and,,  as  it  was  publifhed  in  the  month  of  May  in  that  year,  it  is 
evident  that  much  time  was  not  employed  in  preparing  it  for  the  pre&.  The 
hiftory  of  its  publication  I  am  enabled  to  ^ve  in  a  very  fatisfadtory  manner; 
and  judging  from  myfe¥,  and  many  of  xaj  friends,  I  truft  that  it  will  not  be 
xminterefting  to  my  readers^ 

**^  When  brickbats^aie  from  upperftories  thrown, 
*«  hxA  emptied  chamberpou  CQim  f  wring  dQVtn 
**  From  garret  *wini9»ws»^* 

We 
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We  may  be  certain,   though  it  is  not  exprefsly  named  in  tlie  following      '73^. 
letters  to  Mr.  Cave  in  1738,  that  they  all  relate  to  it:.  Bm7z^. 

2i.  Mr.  Cavb;-. 

Caftfe-ftreet,  Wednefday  morning.. 

t<  Sir,,  INoiUiie.  1738.] 

"WHEN  Itook  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  a  few  days  ago^  P 
did  not  expedt  a  repetition  of  the  lame  pleafure  fo  foon ;  for  a  pleafure  I  IhaH 
always  think  it,  to  converfe  in  any  manner  with  an  ingenious  and  candid  man  j 
but  having  the  ihcloled  poem  in  my  hands  to  dilpofe  of  for  the  benefit  of  the 
authour,  (pf  whole  abilities  I  Ihall  lay  nothings   lince  I  lend  you  his  per^- 
formance,)'  I  believed  I  could  not  procure  more  advantageous  terms  from 
any  perfon  than  from  you,  who  have  fo  much  diftinguilhed  yourfelf  by  your 
generous  encouragement  of  poetry  5  and  whofe  judgement  of  that  art  nothing 
but  your  commendation  of  my  trifle  ^  can  give  me  any  occalion  to  call  in 
queftion.     I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  look  over  this  poem  with  another, 
eye,  and'rewfflxl  it  in  a  different  manner,  from  a  mercenary  bookleller,  who 
counts  the  lines  he  is  to  purchafe,  andconfiders  nothing  but  the  bulk.   I  can- 
not help  taking  notice,    that,   befides  what  the  authour  may  hope  for  on 
account  of  his  abilities,  he  has  likewife  another  claim  to  your  regard,  as  he 
lies  at  prefcnt  under  very  difadvantageous  circumftanccs  of  fortune.     I  beg, , 
therefore,   that  you  wiD  favour  me  with  a  letter  to-morrow,   that  I   may 
know  what  you  can  afford  to  allow  him,   that  he  may  either  part  with  it 
to  ypu,,  or  find  out  (which  I  do  not  expeft)  fome  other  way  more,  to  his . 
fatisfaftion. 

"  I  have  only  to  add,  that  as  I  am  fehfible  I'  have  tranlcribed  it  very 
eoarfely,  which,  after  having  altered  it,  I  was  obliged  to  do,  I  will,  if  you 
pleafe  to  tranfmit  the  Iheets  from  the  prefs,  corredt  it  for  you ;  and  take  the 
trouble  of  altering  any  ftroke  of  fatire  which  you  may  dillike. 

"  By  exerting  on  this  occafrbn  your  ufiial  generofity,  you. will  not  only 
encourage  learning,  and  relieve  diftrels,  but  (though  it  be  in  comparifon  of 
the  other  motives  of  very  fmall  account)  oblige  in  a  very  fenfible  man- 
ner. Sir, 

•^  Your  very  humble  fervant, 

**  Sam.  joHNSON.V 
•  Hit  Ode  "  Ad  Urbanum"  ptobabl/..  N. 
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3*0  Mr.   Cave. 

<*  Sir,  Monday,  No.  6,  Caftle-Hrcct, 

"I  AM  to  return  you  thanks  Tor  the  prcfent  you'were^fo  kind  as  to 
fend  by  me,  and  to  intrcat  that  youwfll  be  pleafed  to  inform  xne  by  the  penny- 
poft,  whether  you  rcfolve  to  print  the  poem.  If  you  pleafe  to  lend  it  me  by 
the  poft,  with  a  note  to  Dodfley,  I  will  go  and  read  the  lines  to  him,  that  we 
may  have  his  confent  to  put  his  name  in  the  titkrpage.  As  to  the  printing, 
if  it  can  be  fet  immediately  about,  I  will  be  fo  much  the  authour's  friend,  as 
jiot  to  content  myfelf  with  mere  folicitations  in  his  favoun  .1  propofe,  if  my 
calculation  be  near  the  truths  to  engage  for  the  reimburfement  of  all  that  you 
.fliall  lofe  by  an  impreffion  of  .500,  provided,  as  you. very  generoufly  propofe, 
that  the  profit,  if  any,  be  fet  afide  for  the  authouir's  ufe,  excepting  the  prefcnt 
you  made,  which,  if  he  be/a  gainer,  it  is  fit  he  fhould  repay.  I  beg  that 
you  will  let  one  of  your  fervants.  write  an  eraft  account  of  the  expence  of 
{uch  an  impreffion,  and  fend  it  with  the  poem,  that  I  may  know  what  I 
engage  for.  I  am. very  fenfible,  from  your  generofity  on  this  occafion,  of 
your  regard  to  learning,  even  in  its  unhappieft  ftate,  and  cannot  but  think 
fuch  a  temper  deferving  of  the  gratitude  of  thofe  who  fufitr  fc  often  from  a 
.contrary  diipofidon.    J  am.  Sir, 

^^  Your  moft  humbl?  fervant, 

"  Sam.  Johkson." 

31?  il^.   Cave, 
«  Sir,  iNodate.-] 

'^  I  WAITED  on  you  to  take  the  copy  to  Dodfley's::  as  I  remem- 
ber the  number  of  lines  which  it  contains,  it  will  be  longer  than  Eugenioj 
with  the  quotations,  which  mud:  be  fubjoined  at  the  bottom  of  the  page, 
part  of  the  beauty  of  die  performance  (if  any  beauty  be  allowed  it)  confift- 
ing  in  adapting  Juvenal's  fentiments  to  modern  fadts  and  perfons.  It  will, 
with  thofe  additions,  very  conveniendy  make  five  fheets.  And  fince  the 
expence  will  be  no  moirc,  I  fhall  contentedly  infure  it,  as  I  mentioned  in  my 
laft.  If  it  be  not  therefore  gone  to  Dodfley's,  I  beg  it  may  be  fent  me  by  the 
penny-poft,  that  I  may  have  it  in  the  eventng4  I  have  compofed  a  Greek 
Epigram  to  Eliza ',  anfi  think  (he  ought  to  be  celebrated  in  as  many  different 
languages  as  Lewis  le  Grand    Pray  fend  me  word  when  you  will  begin  upon 

*  The  leaned  Mrs*  Elizabeth  Carter. 

die 
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ifie  poem,  for  it  is  a  long  way  to  walk.    I  would  leave  my  Epigram,   but     »73^- 
Kave  not  xJay-light  ta  tranfcribc  it,     I  am,  Sir,  [s^Cia^ 

**  Your's,  &€• 

'^  Sam-Johnson/*^ 

Ta^  Mr.   Cave.. 

'^'SxRr.  [Nodate.y 

"I  AM  extremely  obliged  by  your  kind  letter,  and  will  not  fail  to* 
attend  you  to-morrow  with  Irene,  who  looks  upon  you  as  one  of  her  beft: 
friends.  > 

^*  I  was  to  day  witli  Mr.  Dodfley,  who  declares  very  warmly  in  favour  of. 
the  paper  you  fent  him,,  which  he  defires  to  have  a  (hare  in,  it  being,  as  he 
lays,  a  creditable  thing  to  be  concemedin^    I.  knew  not^  what  anlwer  to  make: 
till  I  had  confulted  you,,  nor  what  to  demand  on  the  authour's  part,  but  am  t 
very  willing  that,    if  you  pleafe„,  he  (houki  have,  a  part  in  it,  as  he  will, 
undoubtedly  be  nnore  diligent  to  dilperie  and'  promote  it.     If  you  can  fend^ 
me  word  to-morrow  what  I  (hall  (ay  to  him,  I  will  fetde  matters,  and  bring 
die  poem  with  me<  for  the  prefs, ,  which  as  the  town  empties,  we  cannot  be 
too  quick  with. .  1  am, ;  Sir, , 

«  Your's,  &c. 

"   S  A  Mr  J  OH  N^  O^J^^ 

To  us  who  have  long  known  the  manly  force,  bold  (pint, .  and  ma(brlf^ 
verfification  of  this  poem,  it  is  a  matter  of  curiofity  to  obferve  the  diflxkrice 
with  which  its  authour  brought  it  forward  into  publick  notice,  while  he  ia  ib 
cautious  as  not  to  avow  it  to  be  his  own  prododion ;  and  with  what  humility; 
he  o(Fers  to  aUow  the  printer  to  "  alter  any  (boke  of  (atdre  whidi  he 
might  diflike.**    That  any  fuch  alteration  was  made, .  we  ck>  not  know. .   If. 
we  did,  we  ooukl  not  but  feel  an  indignant  regret;  but  howpainfiil  is  it  to), 
fee  that  a.  writer  of  fuch  vigourous  powers  of  mind  was  aifhially  in  (uch. 
diftre(s,  that  the  fmall  profit  which  (b  (hort  appem,  Jiowever  excellent,  .cpiiklt 
yield,  was  courted  as  a  **  relief.^ 

It  has  been  generally  (aid, .  I  know  not  with  what  truth, .  that  Johnlbn  * 
oflfered  his  ^'  London  "^  to  fevetal  bookTeUers^  none  of  whom  would  pisr^ 
chafe  it.    To  this  circum(bnce  Mr.  Derrick  aUa<fes  hi  die  following  lines  of . 
his  "  Fortune,.  A  Rhapsooy;!^' 
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"  Will  no  kind  patron  Johnson  owa? 

"  Shall  Johnson  friendlefs  range  the  town? 


And  every  publilher  refufe 

The  offspring  of  his  happy  Mufe  ? " 


But  we  have  feen  that  the  -worthy,  modeft,  and  ingenious  Mr.  Robert 
Dodfley  had  tafte  enough  to  perceive  its  uncommon  merit,  and  tliought  Jt 
creditable  to  have  a  fhare  in. it.  The  fadlis,  that,  at. a  future  conference,  he 
bargained  ^Tor  the  whole  property  of  it,  for  which  he  gave  Johnfon  ten 
guineas,  who  told  me,  ''  I  might,  perhaps,  have  accepted  of  lels  ;^  but  that 
Paul  Whitehead  had  a  little  before  got  ten  guineas  for  a. poem;  and  I  would 
not  take  leis  than  Paul  Whitehead]" 

I  may  here  obferve,  that  Johnfon  appeared  to  one  to  undervalue  Paul 
Whitehead  upon  every  occafion  when  he  was  mentioned,  and,  in  my  ^ 
opinion,  did  not  do  him  juftice ;  but  when  it  is  confidered  that  Paul  Whitehead 
was  a  member  of  a  riotous  and  profane  club,  we  may  account  for  Johnfon's 
having. a  prejudice  againft  liim.  Paul  Whitehead  was,  indeed,  unfortunate 
in  being  not  only  flighted  by  Johnfon,  but  violendy  attacked  by  Churchill, 
who  utters  the  following  imprecation.: 

"  May  I  (can  woffe  diigrace  on  manhood  fall  ?) 
''^  Be  bom  a  Whitehead,  and  baptiz'd  a  Paul ! " 

yet  J  Ihall  never  be  perfuaded  to  think  meanly  of  the  authour  of  fo  briUiwit 
and  pointed  a  fatire  as  ^'  Manners.'* 

Johnfon's  "  London "  was  publiflied  .in  May,  1738*;  and  it  is  remark- 
able, that  it  came  out  on  the  fame  morning  with  Pope's  fatire,  entided 
<<  17385"  fo  that  England  had  at  once  its  Juvenal  and  Horace  as  poetical 
monitors.  The  Reverend  Dr.  Douglas,  now  Bifhop  of  Carlifle,  to  whom 
I  am  indebted  for  fome  obliging  communicadons,   was  then  a  lludent  at 

*  Sir  John  Hawkins,  p.  86,  tells  41s  *'  Thecvent  U  a«/^dateJ,  in  the  poem  of  'London ;' 
but  in  every  particular,  except  the  difference  of  a  year,  what  is  there  faid  of  the  departure  of 
Thales,  muft  be  underftood  of  Savage,  and  looked  upon  as  true  hiftory**  This  conjeAure  is,  I 
bdieve,  entirely  gronndlefs.  I  have  been  aiTured^  that  Johnfon  faid  he  was  not  fo  much  as 
acquainted  with  Savage  wjien  he  wrote  his  **  London."  If  the  departure  mentioned  in  it  was 
the  depajfture  of  Savage,,  the  event  was  not  ataedaud  hatfirefitn ;  for  *'  London"  was  publiihed 
in  May,  1738,  and  Savage  did  not  fet  out  for  Wales  till  July,  1759.  However  well  Johnfon 
conld  defend  the  credibility  xA /ec(mi  fights  he  did  not  pretend  that  he  himfelf  was  pofleffed  of 
.that  faculty. 

,  #  Oxford, 
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Oxford,  and  remembers  well  the  efFeft  which  "  London**  produced.     Every      1758- 
body  was  delighted  with  it ;  and  there  being  no  name  to  it,  the  firft  buz  of  the  ^tatt^o! 
literary  circles  was  "  here  is  an  unknown  poet,   greater  even  than  Pope.*' 
And  it  is  recorded  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  of  that  year  \  that  it  *^  got 
to  the  fecond  edition  in  the  courfc  of  a  week."   ' 

One  of  the  warmeft  patrons  of  this  poem  on  its  firft  appearance  was 
General  Oglethorpe,  whofe  "  ftrong  benevolence  of  foul"  was  unabated 
during  the  courfc  of  a  very  long  life  -,  though  it  is  painful  to  think,  that  he 
had  but  too  much  reafon  to  become  cold  and  callous,  and  difcontented  with 
the  world,  from  the  negleft  which  he  experienced  of  his  publick  and  private 
worth,  by  thofe  in  whofe  power  it  was  to  gratify  (b  gallant  a  veteran  With 
marks  of  diftinftion.  This  extraordinary  perfon  was  as  remarkable  for  his 
learning  and  tafte,  as  for  his  other  eminent  qualities  $  and  no  man  was  more 
prompt,  adtive,  and  generous  in  encouraging  merit.  I  have  heard  Johnfon 
gratefliUy  acknowledge,  in  his  prefence,  the  kind  and  efFeftual  fupport  which 
he  gave  to  his  "  London,"  though  unacquainted  with  its  authoun 

^OPE,  who  then  filled  the  poetical  throne  without  a  rival,  it  may  realbnably 
be  prefumed,  muft  have,  been  particularly  ftruck  by  the  fudden  appearance  of 
fuch  a  poet;  and,  to  his  credit,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  his  feelings 
and  condu£fc  on  the  occafion  were  candid  and  liberal.  He  requefted  Mn 
Richardfbn,  fon  of  Ihg  painter,  to  endeavour  to  find  out  who  this  new  authour 
was.  Mr.  Richardfoh,  ^after  fome  inquiry,  having  informed  him  that  he  had 
difcovered  only  that  his  name  was  Johnfon,  and  that  he  was  fome  obfcure 
man.  Pope  faid,  "  He  will  foon  be  delerTe\"  We  fhall  prefently  fee,  from 
a  note  written  by  Pope,  that  he  was  himfelf  afterwards  more  fuccefsful  in  his 
inquiries  than  his  friend. 

That  in  this  jufUy-celebrated  poem  may  be  found  a  few  rhymes  which  the 
critical  precifion  of  Englifh  profbdy  at  tliis  day  would  difallow,  cannot  be 
denied  j  but  with  this  fmall  imperfeftion,  which  in  the  general  blaze  of  its 
excellence  is  not  perceived,  till  the  mind  has  fubfided  into  cool  attention,  it 
is,  undoubtedly,  one  of  the  nobleft  pro^ftions  in  our  language,  both  for 
fentiment  and  expreflion.  The  nation  was  then  in  that  ferment  againft  the 
court  and  the  miniflry,  which  fome  years  after  ended  in  the  downfall  of  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  i  and  as  it  has  been  faid,  that  Tories  are  Whigs  when  out  of 
place,  and  Whigs,  Tories  when  in  place  j  fb,  as  a  whig  adminiftration  ruled 
with  what  force  it  could,  a  tory  oppoficion  had  all  the  animation  and  all  the 

^  P.  z6jp  *  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  from  tke  infonnation  of  the  younger  Rlchardfon. 

K  eloquence 
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eloquence  of  refinance  to  power,  aided  by  the  common  topicks  of  patriodfqii 
fibeiiy,  and  independence !  Accordingly,  we  {ind  in  Johnfon's  <<  London*' 
the  moft  ipirited  inve£tive$  againft  tyranny  and  op{>reffion,  the  warmeft  pre* 
dile£tion  for  his  own  country,  and  the  pureft  bve  of  virtue  i  intedperfed  widi 
traits  of  his  own  particular  charafter  and  fituadon,  -not  omitting  his  prejudice! 
as  a  *^  true-bom  Engliihman  V'  not  only  againft  foreign  countries^  but  againfl 
Ireland  and  Scotland.   On  Ibme  of  thefe  topicks  I  ihall  quote  a  few  paflag^& : 

*^  The  cheated  nadon's  happy  favorites  fee ; 

"  Mark  whom  the  great  carefs,  who  frown  on  me/* 

"  Has  heaven  referv'dj  in  pity  to  the  poor^ 
"  No  pathlefs  wafte,  or  undifcovcr'd  fliore  ? 
^'  No  iecret  ifland  in  the  boundleis  main  f 
«  No  peaceful  delart  yet  unclaim'd  by  Spain  ? 
'•  Quick  let  us  rile,  the  happy  feats  explore, 
"  And  bear  Oppreflion's  iniblence  no  more/* 

*^  How,  when  competitors  like  thefe  contend, 
«^  Czn  furfy  Virtue  hope  to  fix  a  friend ?" 

*'  This  mournful  truth  is  every  where  confefs'd, 

"  Slow  rises  worth,  bv  poverty  depressed!" 

We  may  eafily  conceive  with  what  feelkig  a  great  mind  like  his,  cramped 
and  galled  by  narrow  circumftaaces,  uttered  this  lail  line,  which  he  marked 
by  capitals.  The  whole  of  the  poem  is  eminendy  excellent^  and  there  are  in 
it  fuch  proofr  of  a  knowledge  of  the  world>  and  of  a  mature  acquaintance 
with  life,  as  cannot  be  contemplated  without  wonder,  when  we  confider  that 
he  was  then  only  in  his  twenty-ninth  year^  and  had  yet  been  io  litde  in  the 
"  bufy  haunts  of  men.'^ 

Yet,  while  we  admire  the  poetical  excellence  of  this  poem,  candour  obliges 
us  to  allow,  that  the  flame  of  patriotifm  and  zeal  for  popular  reliflance  with, 
which  it  is  fraught^  had  no  juft  caufe.  There  was,  in  truth,  no  "  oppreflion  /* 
the  "  nation"  was  not  **  cheated. '^  Sir  Robert  Walpole  was  a  wife  and  a 
benevolent  miniflrer,  who  thought  that  the  happinefs  and  prolperity  of  a  com- 
mercial country  like  ours,  would  be  beft  promoted  by  peace,    which  he 

'  It  is,  however,  remarkable^  that  he  ufes  the  epithet,  which,  ondoubtedly,  fince  the  woiatk 
betveeen  England  and  Scotland,  ought  to  denominate  the  natives  of  both  parts  of  our  ifland : 

**  Was  early  taught  a  Brito-n's  rights  to  prize." 

3  accordingly 
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jK^cordingly  maintained,  with  credit,  during  a  very  long  period.  Johnfon  him- 
felf  afjrrwards  honeftly  acknowledged  the  merit  of  Walpole,  whom  he  called  "  a 
fixed  ftar;**  while  he  charafterifed  his  opponent,  Pitt,  as  *'  a  meteor."  But 
Johnfon^s  juvenile  poem  was  naturally  impregnated  with  the  fire  of  oppo- 
fition,  and  upon  every  account  was  univerfally  admired. 

Though  thus  elevated  into  fame,  and  confcious  of  uncommon  powers, 
he  had  not  that  buttling  confidence,  or,  I  may  rather  fay,  that  animated 
ambition,  which  one  might  have  fuppofed  would  have  urged  him  to  endea- 
vour at  rifing  in  fife.  But  {uch  was  his  inflexible  dignity  of  chara6ber,  that 
he  could  not  ftoop  to  court  the  great;  without  which,  hardly  any  man  has 
made  his  way  to  high  ftation.  He  could  not  expeft  to  produce  many  fuch 
wojfks  as  his  **  London,"  and  he  felt  the  hardfliip  of  writing  for  bread ;  he 
was,  therefore,  willing  to  refumc  the  office  of  a  fchoolmafter,  fo  as  to  have  a 
fure,  though  moderate  income  for  his  life;  and  an  offer  being  made  to  him 
of  a  fchool  in  Staffordlhire  *,  provided  he  could  obtain  the  degree  of  Mafter 
of  Arts,  Dr.  Adam)s  was  applied  to,  by  a  convnon  friend,  to  know  whether 
that  cotdd  be  granted  him  as  a  favour  from  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford.  But 
though  he  had  made  fuch  a  figure  in  the  literary  world,  it  was  then  thought 
too  great  a  favour  to  be  afked* 

Pope,  without  any  knowledge  of  him  but  from  his  "  London,**  recom- 
mended him  to  Earl  Gower,  who  endeavoured  to  procure  for  iiim  a  degree 
from  Dublin^  by  the  following  letter  to  a  friend  of  Dean  Swift ; 

«  Sir, 

*'  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson  (authour  of  LondoHi  a  fadre^  aod  Ibme 
other  poetical  pieces)  is  a  native  of  this  county,  and  much  refpedted  by  fbme 
worthy  gratlemen  in  his  neighbourhood,  who  are  tru(bees  of  &  charity  fchool 
now  vacant ;  the  certain  falaiy  is  fixty  pounds  a  year,  of  which  they  are 
defirous  to  make  him  mafter ;  but|  unfortunately,  he  is  not  capable  of  receiv- 
ing their  bounty,  which  would  make  him  happy  for  life,  by  not  being  a  Mafier 
Qf  Arts ;  which,  by  the  ftatutes  of  this  fchool,  the  mafter  of  it  muft  be. 

'<  Now  thefe  gentlemen  do  me  the  honour  to  think^  that  I  have  intereft 
enough  in  you,  to  prevail  upon  you  to  write  to  Dean  Swift,  to  perfuade  the 

^  In  a  billet  written  by  Mr.  Pope  in  the  fottowing  year,  this  fchool  is  (aid  to  haye  been  in 
Shnpjbire ;  but  as  it  appears  from  a  letter  from  Earl  Gower*  that  the  truftees  of  it  were  *'  fome 
Worthy  gentlemen  in  Johnfon *s  neighbourhood*"  I  conclude  that  Pope  muft  have,  by  roiilake, 
written  Shropihire  inflead  of  Staffordlhire. 

K  2  Univerfity 
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tJniverfity  of  Dublin  to  fend  a  diploma  to  me,  conftituting  this  poor  maa 
Matter  of  Arts  in  their  Univerfity.  They  highly  extol  the  man's  learning 
and  probity  5  and  will  not  be  perfuaded,  that  the  Univeriity  will  make  any 
difficulty  of  conferring  fuch  a  favour  upon  a  ftranger>  if  he  is  recommended 
by  the  Dean.  They  fay  he  is  not  afraid  of  the  ftrifteft  examination,  though 
he  is  of  fo  long  a  journey ;  and  will  venture  it,  if  th^  Dean  thinks  it  neccf- 
fary ;  choofing  rather  to  die  upon  the  road,  than  befiarvid  to  death  in  tranjlating 
for  bookfeUers  -,  which  has  been  his  only  fubfiftence  for*fonae  time  paft. 

"  I  fear  there  is  more  difficulty  in.  this  affair,  than  diofe  good-natured 
gentlemen  apprehend ;  elpecially  as  their  eleftion  cannot  be  delayed  longer 
than  the  i  ith  of  next  month.  If  you  fee  this  matter  in  the  fame  light  that  it 
appears  to  me,  I  hope  you  will  burn  this,  and  pardon  me  for  giving  you  fb 
much  trouble  about  an  imprafticable  thing ;  but,  if  you  think  there  is  a 
probability  of  obtaining  the  favour  alked,  I  am  fure  your  humanity,  and 
propenfity  to  relieve  merit  in  diftrefs>  will  incline  you  to  ferve  the  poor  man,, 
without  my  adding  any  more  to  the  trouble  I  have  already  given  you,  than 
afluring  you  that  I  am,  with  great  truth.  Sir, 

"  Your  faithfol  humble  fervant, 

•*  Trentfiam>  Aug.  x-,  1739.^ 

It  was,  perhaps  no  fmall  difappointment  to  Johnfon  that  this  re(pedablc 
application  had  not  the  defired  effedt ;  yet  how  much  reafbn  has  there  been-,, 
both  for  himfelf  and  his  country,  to  rejoice  that  it  did  not  fucceed,  as  he 
might  probably  hav^wafted  in  obfcurity  thofe  hours  in  which  he  afterwards 
produced  his  incomparable  works* 

About  this  time  he  made  one  other  effort  to  emancipate  himfelf  from  the 
drudgery  of  authourfhip.  He  applied  to  Dr.  Adams,  to  confolt  Dr.  Smalbroke 
of  the  Commons,  whether  a  perfon  might  be  permitted  to  pra6Hce  as  an 
advocate  there,  without  a  doftor's  degree  in  Civil  Law,  "  I  am  (faid  he) 
a  total  ftranger  to  thefe  fhidies  ^  but  whatever  is  a  profeffion,  and  maintains 
numbers,  mufl  be  within-  the  reach  of  common  abilities,  and  fome  degree  of 
induflry."  Dr.  Adams  was  much  pleafed  with  Johnfon'fe  defign  to  employ 
his  talents  in  that  manner,  being  confident  he  would  have  attained  to  great? 
eminence.  And,  indeed,  I  cannot  conceive  a  man  better  qualified  to  make 
a  diftinguifhed  figure  as  a  lawyer;  for,  he  would  have  brought  to  his  pror- 
feffion  a  rich  ftore  of  various  knowledge,  an  uncommon  acutencls,  and  a 
command  of  language,  in  which  few  could  have  equalled^  and  none  have 

fiirpafled 
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furpaf&d  him.  He  who  could  dilplay  eloquence  and  wit  in  defence  of  the 
decifion  of  the  Houfe  of  Comnnons  upon  Mr.  Wilkes's  eledlion  for  Middle- 
fcx,  and  of  the  unconftitutional  taxation  of  our  fellow  fubjefts  in  America, 
muft  have  been  a  powerful  advocate  in  any  caufe.  But  here,  alfo^  the  want 
of  a  degree  was  an  infurmountable  bar. 

He  was,  therefore,*  under  the  neceflity  of  perfevering  in  that  courfe> 
into  which  he  had  been  forced ;  and  we  find,  that  his  propofid  from  Green- 
wich to  Mr.  Cave,  for  a  tranflation  of  Father  Paul  Sarpi's  Hifbory^  was 
accepted ". 

Some  fheets  of  this  tranfladon  were  printed  off,  but  the  defign  was  dropt ; 
for  it  happened,  oddly  enough,  that  another  perfon  of  the  name  of  Samuel 
Johnibn,  Librarian  of  St.  Martin's  in  the  Fields,  and  Curate  of  that  parifh> 
engaged  in  the  fame  undertaking,  and  was  patronifed  by  the  Clergy,  particu- 
larly by  Dr.  Pearce,  afterwards  Biftiop  of  Rochefter^  Several  light  fkirmifhesr 
palled  between  the  rival  tranflators,  in  the  newipapers  of  the  day ;  and  the 
confequence  was,  that  they  deftroyed  each  other,  for  neither  of  them  went  on 
with  the  work.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  the  able  performance  of  that 
celebrated  genius  Fra  Paolo,  loft  the  advantage  of  being  incorporated  into 
Britifh  literature  by  the  mafterly  hand  of  Johnfon. 

I  have  in  my  pofleflion,  by  the  favour  of  Mr.  John  Nichols,  a  paper  in 
Johnfon's  hand-writing,,  entitled  "  Account  between  Mr.  Edward  Cave  and 
Sam.  Johnfon,.  in  relation  to  a  verfion  of  Father  Paul,  &c.  begun  Auguft 
the  2d>  1738  i**  by  which  it  appears,  that  from  that  day  to  the  21ft  of  April, 

''  In  the  Weekly  MifccHany,  Odober  21,  1738,  there  appeared  the  following  ad  vertifement : 
••  Jaft  pubKfhcd,  Propofals  for  printing  the  Hiftoiy  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  tranflatcd  from  the 
Italian  of  Father  Paul  Sarpi ;  with  the  Authonr's  Life,  and  Notes  theological,  hiftorical,  and 
critical,  from,  the  French  edition  of  Dr.  Le  Courayer.  To  which  are  added,  Obferyations  on 
the  HiHory,  and  Notes  and  Illuftrations  from  various  Authoors^  both  printed  and  manufcript. 
By  S.  Johnfon.  i .  The  work  will  confift  of  two  hundred  iheets,  and  be  two  volumes  in  quarto, 
printed  on  good  paper  and  letter.  2.  The  price  will  be  1 8/.  each  volame,  to  be  paid,  half  a  guinea 
at  the  time  of  fubfcribing,  half  a  guinea  at  the  delivery  of  the  firft  volume,  and  the  reft  at  the 
delivery  of  the  fecond  volume  in  (heets*  3.  Two-pence  to  be  abated  for  every  (hcet  lefs  than  two 
hundrol.  It  may  be  had  on  a  large  paper,  in  three  volumes*  at  the  price  of  three  guineas ;  one 
to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  fubfcribing,  another  at  the  delivery  of  the  firft,  and  the  reft  at  the  deli, 
very  of  the  other  volumes.  The  work  is  now  in  the  prefs,  and  will  be  diligently  profecuted.  Sub- 
fcriptions  are  taken  in  by  Mr.  Dodfley  in  Pall-Mall,  Mr.  Rivington  in  St.  Paul's  Church-yard,. 
hy  £.  Cave  at  St.  John's  Gate,  and  the  Tranflator,  at  No.  6  in  Caftle-ftieet,  by  Cavendifti- 
i^oaxe." 

Jobnfba 
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Johnfon  received  for  this  work  49/,  js.  in  fums  of  one,  two,  three,  and  Some- 
times four  guineas  at  a  time,  moft  frequendy  two.  And  it  is  curious  to 
obferve  the  minute  and  fcrupulous  accuracy  with  which  Johnfon  has  pafted 
upon  it  a  flip  of  paper,  which  he  has  endded  **  Small  Account,"  and  which 
contains  one  article,  "**  Sept,  9th,  Mr.  Cave  laid  down  2J.  6^."  There  is  fub- 
joined  to  this  account,  a  lift  of  fome  lubfcribers  to  the  work,  partly  in 
Johnfon's  hand-wriring,  pardy  in  that  of  another  perfon ;  and  there  follows  a 
leaf  or  two  on  which  are  written  a  number  of  chara6ters  which  have  the 
appearance  of  a  fhort  hand,  which,  perhaps,  Johnfon  was  then  trying  to  learn. 

1^0  Mr.   Cave. 

«  Sir,  Wedncfdaf. 

**  I  D I D  not  care  to  detain  your  fervant  while  I  wrote  an  anfwer  to 
your  letter,  in  which  you  feem  to  infinuate  that  I  had  promifed  more  than  I 
am  ready  to  perform.  If  I  have  raifed  your  expeftations  by  any  thing  that 
may  have  efcaped  my  memory,  I  am  forry ;  and  if  you  remind  me  of  it, 
Ihall  thank  you  for  the  favour.  If  I  made  fewer  akeradons  than  ufual  in  the 
Debates,  it  was  only  becaufe  there  appeared,  and  ftill  appears  to  be,  lels  need 
of  alteration.  The  verfcs  to  Lady  Firebrace  *  may  be  had  when  you  pleafe,  for 
you  know  that  fuch  a  fubjedt  neither  deferves  much  thought,  nor  requires  it. 

"  The  Chinefe  Stories  '  may  be  had  folded  down  when  you  pleafe  to  fend, 
in  which  I  do  not  recollect  that  you  defired  any  alterations  to  be  made. 

**  An  anfwer  to  another  query  I  am  very  willing  to  write,  and  had  confulted 
with  you  about  it  laft  night  if  there  had  been  rime  ;  for  I  think  it  the  moft 
proper  way  of  inviting  fuch  a  correlpondence  as  may  be  an  advantage  to  the 
paper,  not  a  load  upon  it. 

"  As  to  the  Prize  Vcrfes,  a  backwardnefs  to  determine  their  degrees  of 
merit  is  not  peculiar  to  me.  You  may,  if  you  pleafe,  ftill  have  what  I  can 
fay  i  but  I  flull  engage  wirfi  litde  fpirit  in  an  affair,  which  I  fhall  hardly  end 
to  my  own  farisfadrion,  and  certainly  not  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  parries 
concerned '. 

**  As  to  Father  Paul,  I  have  not  yet  been  juft  to  my,  propofal,  but  have 
met  with  impediments,  which,  I  hope,  are  now  at  an  end ;  and  if  you  find 

*  They  afterwards  appeared  in  tbe  Gentleman's  Magazine  with  this  title,  **  Verfes  to  I^ady 
Firebrace,  at  Bary  Aflhcesl" 

*  Du  Halde's  Dcfcription  of -China  was  then  pnblifliing  by  Mr.  Cave  in  weekly  numbers, 
whence  Johnfon  was  to  fdeA  pieces  for  the  embelUfhment  of  the  Magazine.    N* 

.  ■  Tbe  premium  of  forty  pounds  propofed  for  the  beft  poem  on  the  Divine  Attiibotcs  is  here 
alluded  to.    N« 

the 
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« 

die  progrds  hereafter  not  iuch  as  you  have  ft  rig^t  to  export,  you  can  ealUf     '75^- 
Simulate  a  negligent  tranflator.  iuTao! 

"  If  any  or  all  of  thefe  have  contributed  to  your  di&ontent^  I  will  endeavour 
to  remove  it  5  and  defire  you  to  propofe  the  queftion  to  which  you  wifh  for 
an  aniwer.    I  am,  Sir^ 

**  Your  humble  fervant, 

'*  Sam.  Johnson/* 

To   Mr.  Cave^ 

"  I  A  M  pretty  much  of  your  opinion,  that  the  Commentary  cannot 
be  profecuted  with  any  appearance  of  ibccefs ;  for  as  the  names  of  the  authours 
concerned  arc  of  more  weight  in  the  performance  than  its  own  intrinfick 
merits  the  publick  ynU  be  foon  fatisfied  with  it.  And  I  think  the  Exanien 
fliould  be  pulhed  forward  with  the  utmoft  expedidon.  Thus,  *  This  day,  &c 
An  Examen  of  Mr.  Pope^s  Eflay,  &c.  containing  a  fuccinft  Account  of  the 
Philofophy  of  Mr.  Leibnitz  on  the  Syftem  of  the  Fatalifts,  with  a  Confutation 
of  their  Opnions,  and  an  lUuftradon  of  the  Dodbine  of  Free-will  j"  [wth 
what  eUe  you  think  proper]. 

<'  It  will,  above  all,  be  neceflary  to  take  notice,  that  it  is  a  thing  diitinft 
fixrni  the  Commentary. 

*^  I  was  {jb  far  from  imagining  they  flood  ftill  %  that  I  conceived  them  tq 
have  a  good  deal  beforehand,  and  therefore  was  lefs  anxious  in  providing  them 
more.  But  if  ever  they  iland  itillon  my  account,  it  muft  doubdels  be 
charged  to  me ;  and  whatever  elie  Ihall  be  realbnable,  I  fhall  not  oppofe  -,  buf 
beg  a  fuipenie  of  judgement  till  morning,  ,when  I  muit  intreat  you  to  fend 
me  a  dozen  propofals,  and  you  fhall  then  have  copy  to  ipare.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your's,  mpranftu, 

*^  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

*'  Pray  muiter  up  the  Propofajs  if  you  can,  or  let  the  boy  fecall  them 
from  the  bookfcUers." 

But  although  he  correfponded  with  Mr.  Cave  conceming  a  u-anflatioq 
of  Croufaz's  Examen  of  Pope's  Eflay  on  Man,  and  gave  ^yice  as  one 
anxious  for  Its  fuccefs,  I  was  long  ago  conivnced  by  a  perulal  of  the  Pre&ce> 


*  The  compofitois  in  Mr.  Cave's  prioting-office,  who  zppcax  by  this  letter  to  hsve  then  waited 
for  copy.    N^ 

that 
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173^-     that  this  tranflation  was  erroneoufly  afcribed  to  him;  and  I  have  found  tjiis 
Mut.  2q[  point  afccrtaincd,  beyond  all  doubt,  by  the  following  article  in  Dr.  Birch's 
Manufcripts  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum : 

"  ELisiiE  Carter^e.  S.  p.  D.  Thomas  Birch. 

*^  Verfionem  tuam  Examinis  Croufazianijam  ferkgu  Summamftyli  et  elegant iam^ 
4tt  in  re  difficUlimi  froprietatemy  admiratus. 
^  Dabam  Novemb.  27^  1738'." 

Indeed  Mrs.  Carter  has  lately  acknowledged  to  Mr.  Seward,  that  ihe  was 
the  tranflator  of  the  Examen. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  Johnibn's  laft  quested  letter  to  Mr.  Cave  concludes 
with  a  fair  confefllon  that  he  had  not  a  dinner ;  and  it  is  no  leis  remarkable, 
4iat,  though  in  this  ftate  of  want  himfelf,  his  benevolent  heart  was  not  infen- 
fible  to  the  neceflities  of  an  humble  labourer  in  literature,  as  appears  from  the 
very  next  letter : 

7i  Mr.   Cave. 
^  Dear  Sir,  l^o  date.] 

^^  you  may  remember  I  have  formerly  talked  with  you  about  a 
Military  Diftionary.  The  eldeft  Mr.  Macbean,  who  was  with  Mr.  Chambers, 
has  very  good  materials  for  fuch  a  work,  which  I  have  kthy  and  will  do  it  at 
a  very  low  rate.  I  think  the  terms  of  War  and  Navigation  might  be  com- 
prifed,  with  good  explanations,  in  one  8vo.  Pica,  which  he  is  willing  to  do 
for  twelve  (hillings  a  flieet,  to  be  made  up  a  guinea  at  the  fecond  imprcflion. 
If  you  think  on  it,  I  will  wait  on  you  with  him.     I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  humble  fervant, 

^'  Sam.  Johnson." 
^  Pray  lend  me  Topfel  on  Animals." 

« 

I  muft  not  omit  to  mention,  that  this  Mr.  Macbean  was  a  native  of 
Scodand. 
.  In  the  Gendeman's  Magazine  of  this  year,  Johnfon  gave  a  Life  of  Father 
Paul  i*  and  he  wrote  the  Preface  to  the  Volume,f  which,  though  prefixed  to 
it  when  bound,  is  always  publiflied  widi  the  Appendix,  and  is  therefore  the  laft 
compofition  belonging  to  it.  The  ability  and  nice  adaptation  with  which  he 
could  draw  up  a  prefatory  addrefi,  was  one  of  his  peculiar  excellencies. 

'  Birch  MSS,  Brit.  MuC  4jio« 

It 
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\t  appears  too,  that  he  paid  a  friendly  attention  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carter  i  -  1739- 
for,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cave  to  Dr.  Birch,  November  28,  this  year,  I  find  ^[J[JfT^ 
*^  Mr.  Johnfon  advifes  Mifs  C.  to  undertake  a  tranflation  of  Boethtus  de  Cms. 
becauie  there  is  profe  and  verfe,  and  to  put  her  name  to  it  when  publiflied." 
This  advice  was  not  followed,  probably  from  an  apprehenfion  that  the  work 
was  not  fufficiently  popular  for  an  extenfive  fale.  How  well  Johnfon  himfelf 
could  have  executed  a  tranflation  of  this  philofbphical  poet,  we  may  judge 
from  a  Ipecimen  which  he  has  given  in  the  Rambler  % : 

*^  O  qui  perpetud  mundum  ratione  gubcmas, 

*^  Terr  arum  cc^liquejator  ! 

"  Disjice  terrcme  nubulas  et  pmdera  molts ^ 

^^  Atque  tuo  JpUndore  mica  !    Tu  namqtte  Jerenum^ 

'*  7W  requies  tranquilla  piis.     Te  cemere  finis ^ 

^  Principium,  veSfar,  dux^/emita^  terminus^  idem^^ 

^  O  THOU  whole  power  o'er  moving  worldis  prefides, 
Whoie  voice  created,  and  whole  wifdom  guides. 
On  darkling  man  in  pure  efiulgence  fliine. 
And  cheer  the  clouded  mind  with  light  divine, 
nris  thine  alone  to  calm  the  pious  breaft. 
With  filcnt  confidence  and  holy  reft  5 
From  thee,  great  God  !  we  ipring,  to  thee  we  tend. 
Path,  motive,  guide,  o'Hginal>  and  end ! " 

In  i7J9j  befide  the  aiCftance  which  he  gave  to  the  Parliamentary  Debates, 
his  writings  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  were,  "  The  Life  of  Boerhaave,*** 
in  which  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  he  difcovers  that  love  of  chymiftry  which 
never  forfoolc  him  5  "  An  Appeal  to  the  Publick  in  behalf  of  the  Editor  if* 
**  An  Addrels  to  the  Reader  if*  "  An  Epigram  both  in  Greek  and  Latin  to 
Eliza,*"  and  alfo  Englifli  verfes  to  hcri*  and,  "  A  Greek  Epigram  to  Dr. 
Birch.*"^"  It  has  been  erroneoufly  fuppofed,  that  an  Eflay  publifhed  in  that 
Magazine  this  year,  entitled  "  The  Apotheofis  of  Milton,"  was  written  by 
Johnfon ;  and  on  that  fuppofition  it  has  been. improperly  inferted  in  the  edition 
of  his  works  by  the  bookfcUers,  after  his  deceafe.  Were  there  no  pofitive 
teftimony  as  to  this  point,  the  ftyle  of  the  performance,  and  the  name  of 
Shakipeare  not  being  mentioned  in  an  Eflay  profefledly  reviewing  the  principal 
Englifli  poets,  would  afcertain  it  not  to  be  the  produftion  of  Johnfon.     But 

X  Mofto  to  No.  7. 
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titere  is  here  m>  occdfion  to  refort  to  internal  evidence ;  for  my  Jjord  Bilhop 
of  Carlifle  has  aflurcd  me,  that  it  was  written  by  Guthrie.  His  fepanite  pub- 
litations  were,  "  A  Complete  Vindication  of  th6  Licenfcrs  of  the  Stage^  fron> 
the  mftUcious  and  fcandalous  Alperfions  of  Mr.  Brooke,  Authour  of  Guftavus 
Vsrfa,*"  being  an  ironical  Attack  upon  them  for  their  Suj^reffion  of  that 
Tragedy  i  and,  "  MarmorNorfolcienfej  or  anEflay  on  an  ancient  prophetical 
Infcription  in  monkifh  Rhyme,  lately  difcovered  near  Lynne  in  Norfolk,  by 
Probus  Britannicus.*"  In  this  performance,  he,  in  a  fe^ed  ihfcription^ 
fuppofed  to  have  been  found  in  Norfolk,  the  county  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
then  the  obnoxious  prime  minifter  of  this  country,  inveighs  againft  the 
Brunfwick  fucceflion,  and  the  meafures  of  government  confequent  upon  it* 
To  this  fuppofed  prophecy  he  added  a  Commentary,  making  each  expreflion 
apply  to  the  times,  with  warm  Anti-Hanoverian  zeal. 

'  This  anonymous  pamphlet,  I  believe,  did  not  make  fo  much  noife  as  was 
expedled,  and,  therefore,  had  not  a  very  extenfive  circulation*  Sir  John 
Hawkins  relates,  that  "  warrants  were  ilUied,  and  meflengers  employed  ta 
apprehend  the  authour  i  who,  though  he  had  forborne  to  fubfcribe  his  name 
to  the  pamphlet,  the  vigilance  of  thofe  in  purfiiit  of  him  had  difcovered ;" 
and  we  are  informed,  that  he  lay  concealed  in  Lambeth-marfii  till  the  fcent 
after  him  grew  cold.  This,  however,  is  altogether  without  foundation ;  for 
Mr.  Steele,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treafury,  who,  amidft  a  variety  of 
important  bu6nefs,  politely  obliged  me  with  his  attention  to  my  inquiry, 
informs  me,  that  "  he  directed  every  poflible  fearch  to  be  made  in  the  records 
of  the  Treafury  and  Secretary  of  State*s  Office,  but  could  find  no  trace 
whatever  of  any  warrant  having  been  iflued  to  apprehend  the  authour  of  this 
pamphlet." 

"  Marmor  Norfolcienfe "  became  exceedingly  foarce,  fo  that  I,  for  many 
years,  endeavoured  in  vain  to  procure  a  copy  of  it*  At  laft  I  was  indebted 
to  the  malice  of  one  of  Johnfon's  numerous  petty  adverfaries,  who,  in  1775, 
publifhed  a  new  edition  of  it,  "  with  Notes  and  a  Dedication  to  Samuel. 
Johnson,  LL.  D.  by  Tribunus  ;"  in  which  fome  puny  fcribbler  invidioufly 
attempted  to  found  upon  it  a  charge  of  inconfiftency  againft  its  authour, 
bccaufe  he  had  accepted  of  a  penfion  from  his  prefent  Majefty,  and  had 
written  in  fupport  of  the  meafures  of  government.  As  a  mortification  to  fuch 
impotent  malice,  of  which  there  are  fo  many  inftances  towards  men  of  emi- 
nence, I  am  happy  to  relate,  that  this  telum  imbelle  did  not  reach  its  exalted 
objeft,  till  about  a  year  after  it  thus  appeared,  when  I  mentioned  it  to  him,, 
fuppofing  that  he  knew  of  the  re-publication.     To  my  furprize,  he  had  not 
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yet  heard  of  it.     He  requefted  me  to  go  diredtly  and  get  it  for  him,  which  I      '739* 
did.     He  looked  at  it  and  laughed,  and  feem^d  to  be  much  diverted'  with  the  ]itat.  30, 
feeble  efforts  of  his. unknown  adverfary,  who,  I  hope,  is  alive  to  read  this 
account.     "  Now  (faid  he)  here  is  fomebody  who  thinks  he  has  vexed  me 
fadly  5  yet,  if  it  had  not  been  for  you,  you  rogue,  I  fhould  probably  never 
have  feen  it." 

« 

As^Mr.  Pope's  note  concerning  Johnfbn,  alluded  to  in  a  former  page,  refers 
both  to  his  "  London,"  and  his  "  Marmor  Norfolcienfc,"  I  have  deferred 
inferting  it  till  now.  I  am  indebted  for  it  to  Dr.  Percy,  the  Biihop  of 
Dromore,  who  permitted  me  to  copy  it  from  the  original  in  his  poileflion. 
It  was  prefented  to  his  Lordfhip  by  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds,  to  whom  it  was 
given  by  the  fon  of  Mr.  Richardfon  the  painter,  the  perlbn  to  whom  it  is 
addrefled.  I  have  tranfcribed  it  with  minute  exa^tnefs,  that  the  peculiar 
mode  of  writing,  and  imperfect  fpelling  of  that  celebrated  poet,  may  be 
exhibited  to  the  curious  in  literature.  It  juftifies  Swift's  epithet  of  "  paper-- 
Iparing  Pope,"  for  it  is  written  on  a  flip  no  lat^r  than  a  common  meflage-* 
card,  and  was  fcnt  to  Mr.  Richardfon,  along  with  the  Imitation  of  Juvenal. 

,» 

*^  This  is  imitated  by  one  Johnfon  who  put  in  for  a  Publick  School 
'*  in  Shropfhire  *,  but  was  Difeppointed.  He  has  an  Infirmity  of  the 
*'  convuliive  kind,  that  attacks  him  fomedmes,  fb  as  to  make  Him  a 
fad  Speftacle.  Mr.  P.  from  the  Merit  of  This  Work  which  was  all 
the  knowledge  he  had  of  Him  endeavour'd  to  ferve  Him  without  his 
own  application  -,  &  wrote  to  my  L^.  gore,  but  he  did  not  fucceed. 
*^  Mr.  Johnfon  publifliM  afterw^^  another  Poem  in  Latin  with  Notes  the 
**  whole  very  Humerous  call'd  the  Norfolk  Prophecy. 

Johnfon  had  been  told  of  this  note  by  Pope ;  and  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds 
Informed  him  of  the  compliment  which  it  contained,  but,  Grom  delicacy, 
avoided  fliewing  him  the  paper  itfclf.  When  Sir  Joihua  obferved  to  Johnfon 
that  he  feemed  very  defirous  to  fee  Pope's  note,  he  anfwered,  '*  Who  would 
not  be  proud  to  have  fuch  a  man  as  Pope  fo  folicitous  in  inquiring  about  him  ?" 

The  infirmity  to  which  Mr.  Pope  alludes,  appeared  to  me  alfo,  as  I  have 
elfewhere  ^  obferved,  to  be  of  the  convulfive  kipd,  and  of  the  nature  of  that 
diftemper  called  St.  Vitus's  dance  -,  and  in  this  opmion  I  am  confirmed  by  the 

*  Sec  note,  p.  67.  '  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  8. 
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defcription  which  Sydenham  gives  of  that  difeafe,  "  This  diforder  is  a  kind 
of  convulfion.  It  manifefts  itfelf  by  halting  or  unfteadincfs  of  one  of  the  legs, 
which  the  patient  draws  after  him  like  an  ideot.  If  the  hand  of  the  fame  fide 
be  applied  to  the  breaft,  or  any  other  part  of  the  body,  he^cannot  keep  it  a 
moment  in  the  fame  poflure,  but  it  will  be  drawn  into  a  diflferent  one  by  a 
convulfion,  notwithftanding  all  his  efforts  to  the  contrary."  Sir  Jofliua 
Reynolds,  however,  is  of  a  different  opinion,  and  has  fiivoured  me  with  the 
following  paper. 

"  Thofe  motions  or  tricks  of  Dr.  Johnfbn  are  improperly  called  con- 
vulfions.  He  could  fit  motionlefs,  when  he  was  told  fp  to  do,  as  well  as 
any  other  man ;  my  opinion  is,  that  it  proceeded  from  a  habit  he  had 
indulged  himfelf  in,  of  accompanying  his  thoughts'  with  certain  untoward 
aftions,  and  thofe  aftions  always  appeared  to  me  as  if  they  were  meant  to 
reprobate  fome  part  of  his  paft  conduft.  Whenever  he  was  not  engaged 
in  converfation,  fiKh  thoughts  were  ilire  to  rufh  into  his  mind ;  and,  for  this 
reafon,  any  company,  any  employment  whatever,  he  preferred  to  being  alone. 
The  great  biufinefs  of  his  life  (he  laid)  was  to  cfcape  from  himfelf  i  this  difpo- 
fition  he  confidered  as  the  difcafe  of  his .  mind,  which  nothing  cured  but  company. 

"  One  inilance  of  his  abfence.and  particularity,  as  it  is  chara6teriftick  of 
the  man,  may  be  worth  relating.  When  he  and  I  took  a  journey  together 
into  the  Weft,  we  vifited  the  late  Mr.  Banks,  of  Dorfetlhire ;  the  conver- 
fation turning  upon  pidbures,  which  Johnfbn  could  not  well  fee,  he  retired  to 
a  corner  of  the  room,  flretching  out  his  right  leg  as  far  as  he  could  reach 
before  him,  then  bringing  up  his  left  leg,  and  flretcWng  his  right  ftiU  further 
on.  The  old  gendeman  obfcrving  him,  went  up  to  him,  and  in  a  very 
courteous  manner  afTured  him,  that  though  it  was  not  a  new  houfe,  the  floor- 
ing was  perfeftly  fafe.  The  Doftor  flarted  from  his  reverie,  like  a  perfon 
waked  out  of  his  fleep,  but  fjx)ke  not  a  word." 

While  we  are  on  this  fubjedb,  my  readers  may  not  be  difpleafed  with 
another  anecdote,  commumcated  to  me  by  the  fame  friend,  from  the  relation 
of  Mr.  Hogarth. 

Johnfon  ufed  to  be  a  pretty  frequent  vifiter  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Richardfon, 
authour  of  ClarifTa,  and  other  novels  of  extenfive  reputation.  Mr.  Hogarth 
came  one  day  to  fee  Richardfon,  fbon  after  the  execution  of  Dr.  Cameron, 
for  having  taken  arms  for  the  houfe  of  Stuart  in  1745-6  ;  and  being  a  warqft 
partifan  of  George  the  Second,  he  obferved  to  Richardfon,  that  certainly 
there  muft  have  been  fome  very  unfavourable  circumflances  lately  difcovered 
in  diis  particular  cafe,  which  had  induced  the  King  to  approve  of  an  execution 

for 
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for  rebellion  fo  long  after  the  time  when  it  was  committed,  as  this  had  the  '  740- 
appearance  of  putting  a  man  to  death  in  cold  blood  %  and  was  very  unlike  ^JJ^JfTT 
his  Majefly's  ufual  clemency.  While  he  was  talking,  he  perceived  a  perfon 
(landing  at  a  window  in  the  room,  Ihaking  his  head,  and  rolling  himfelf  about 
in  a  ftrange  ridiculous  manner.  He  concluded  that  he  was  an  ideot,  whom 
his  relations  had  put  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Richardfon,  as  a  very  good  man. 
To  his  great  furprize,  however,  this  figure  ftalked  forwards  to  where  he  and 
Mr.  Richardfon  were  fitting,  and  all  at  once  took  up  the  argument,  and 
faurfl  out  into  an  inveftive  againfl  George  the  Second,  as  one,  who,  upon  all 
occafions,  was  unrelenting  and  barbarous ;  mentioning  many  inflances,  par- 
ticularly,  that  when  an  officer  of  high  rank  had  been'  acquitted  by  a  Court 
Martial,  George  the  Second  had,  with  his  own  hand,  flruck  his  name  off  the 
lift.  In  fhort,  he  dilplayed  fuch  a  power  of  eloquence,  that  Hogarth  looked 
at  him  with  aftonifhment,  and  adtually  imagined  that  this  ideot  had  been  at 
the  moment  infpired.  Neither  Hogarth  nor  Johnfon  were  made  known  to 
each  other  at  this  interview. 

In  1740  he  wrote  for  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  the  ^'  Preface, f"  "  Life 
of  Admiral  Drake,*"  and  the  firft  parts  of  thofe  of  "  Sir  Francis  Blake,*"  and 
of  "  Philip  Baretier,*"  both  which  he  finiflied  the  year  after.  Hfe  alfo  wrote 
an  "  ESky  on  Epitaphs,f "  and  an  "  Epitaph  on  Philips,  a  Mufician,*" 
which  was  afterwards  publifhed  with  fome  other  pieces  of  his,  in  Mrs. 
Williams's  Mifcellanies.  This  Epitaph  is  fo  exquifitely  beautiful,  that  I 
remember  even  Lord  Kames,  ftrangely  prejudiced  as  he  was  againft  Dr. 
Johnfon,  was  compelled  to  allow  it  very  high  praife.  It  has  been  afcribed  to 
Mr.  Garrick,  from  its  appearing  at  firft  with  the  fignature  G ;  but  I  have 
heard  Mr.  Garrick  declare,  that  it  was  written  by  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  give  the 
following  account  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  compofed.  Johnfon  and  he 
were  fitting  together ;  when,  amongft  other  things,  Garrick  repeated  an  Epitaph 
upon  this  Philips  by  a  Dr.  Wilkes,  in  thefe  words : 

^  Impartial  pofterity  may,  perhaps,  be  as  little  inclined  as  Dr.  Johnfon  was  to  juftify  the  ancom* 
mon  rigour  exercifed  in  the  cafe  of  Dr.  Archibald  Cameron.  He  was  an  amiable  and  truly  honefl 
man ;  and  his  offence  was  owing  to  a  generous,  though  miftaken  principle  of  duty.  Being  obliged, 
after  1 746,  to  give  up  his  profeflion  as  a  phyfician,  and  go  into  foreign  parts,  he  was  honoured 
with  the  rank  of  Colonel,  both  in  the  French  and  Spanifh  fervice.  He  was  a  fon  of  the  ancient 
and  refpeAable  family  of  Cameron,  of  Lochiei ;  and  his  brother,  who  was  the  Chief  of  that 
brave  clan,  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  moderation  and  humanity,  while  the  Highland  army 
marched  vidlorious  through  Scotland.  It  is  remarkable  of  this  Chief,  that  though  he  had  earneflly 
Bcmonftrated  againft  the  attempt  as  hopdefs,  he  was  of  too  heroick  a  fpirit.  not  to  venture  his  life 
and  fortune  in  the  caufe,  when  perfonally  aiked  by  him  whom  he  thought  his  Prince, 

"  Exalted 
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**  Exalted  foul !  whofe  harmony  could  pleaie 
^^  The  love-fick  virgin,  and  the  gouty  eafe  -, 
*^  Could  jarring  difcord,  likeAmphion,  move 
*^  To  beauteous  order  and  harmonious  love ; 
'*  Reft  here  in  peace,  till  angels  bid  thee  rife, 
*'  And  meet  thy  bleffed  Saviour  in  the  Ikies." 

Johnfon  fliook  his  head  at  thefc  common-place  funereal  lines,  and  faid  to 
Garrick,  '^  J  tljink>  Davy,  I  can  make  a  better."  Then,  ftirring  about  his 
tea  for  a  little  while,  in  a  ftate  of  meditation,  he  almoft  extempore  produced 
die  following  verfes ; 

*'  Phillips,  whofe  touch  harmonious  could .  rcnriov^  • 
**  The  pangs  of  guilty  power  or  haplels  love  i 
"  Reft  here,  diftrefs'd  by  poverty  no  more, 
*^  Here  find  that  calm  thou  gav'ft  fo  oft  before : 
*^  Sleep,  undifhirb'd,  within  this  peaceful  (hrine, 
*^  Till  angels  wake  thee  with  a  note  like  thiile  1" 

At  the  fame  time  that  Mr.  Garrick  favoured  me  with  this  anecdote,  he 
repeated  a  very  pointed  Epigram  by  Johnfon,  on  George  the  iSecond  and 
CoUey  Cibber,  which  has  never  yet  appeared^  and  of  which  I  know  not  the 
exafi:  date.    Dr.  Johnfon  afterwards  gave  it  to  me  himfelf. 

**  Auguftus  ftiU  furvives  in  Maro's  ftrain. 

And  Spencer's  verfe  prolongs  Eliza's  reign ; 

Great  George's  a6ts  let  tuneful  Cibber  fing ; 
"  For  Nature  form'd  the  Poet  for  the  King." 

In  1 741  he  wrote  for  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  **  the  Pre&ce,f "  *'  Conclu- 
ITion  of  his  Lives  of  Drake  and  Baretier,*"  "  A  free  Tranflation  of  the  Jefts  of 
Hierocles,  with  an  Introduftion jf"  and,  I  think,  the  following  pieces: 
**  Debate  oh  the  Propofal  of  Parliament  to  Cromwell,  to  aflume  the  Tide  of 
King,  abridged,  methodifed,  and  digefted  jf "  "  Tranflation  of  Abbe  Guyon's 
Differtarion  on  the,  Amazons  jf "  "  Tranflation  of  Fontenelle's  Panegyrick  on 
Dr.  Morin.f "  Two  notes  upon  this  appear  to  me  undoubtedly  his.  Hq 
this  year,  and  the  two  following,  wrote  the  Parliamentary  Debates.  He  told 
me  himfclfi  that  he  was  the  fole  compofer  of  them  for  thofe  three  years  only. 

3  He 
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He  wa3  not,  however,  precifely  exaft  in  his  ftatement,  which  he  mentioned     «74» 
fix>m  hafty  recoUeftion  j  for  it  is  fufficiently  evident,  that  his  compofitioa  of  ^sm!  i%^ 
them  began  November  19,  1740,  arid  ended  February  23,  1^^2-3^ 

It  appears  from  fome  of  Cave's  letters  to  Dr.  Birch,  that  Gave  had  better 
aOiftance  for  that  branch  of  hi&  Magazine,  than  has  been  generally  fuppofed  ;^ 
mid  that  he  was  inde&tigable  in  getting  it  made  as  perfect  as  he  could* 

Thus,  2ift  July,  1735,  "  1  trouble  you  with  the  indofisd,  becaufe  yov 
laid  you  could  eafily  correct  what  is  herein  given  for  Lord  C  ■  Id's  (peech^ 
I  beg  you  will  do  fo  as  foon  as  you  can  for  me,  becaufe  the  month  is  &r 
advanced." 

And,  15th  July,  1737.  '*  As  you  remember  the  Debates  fo  far  as  to  per** 
ceive  the  fpeeches  already  printed  are  not  cxad:,  I  beg  the  favour  that  you  will 
perufe  the  inclo(ed>  and,  in  the  beft  manner  your  memory  will  ferve,  correct 
the  miftaken  paflages,  or  add  any  thing  that  is  omitted.  I  ihould  be  very 
glad  to  have  fomething  of  the  Duke  of  N  Ic's  fpeech,  which  would  ber 
particularly  of  fervice. 

"  Agendeman  has  Lord  Bathurft's  fpeech  to  add  fomediing  to."" 
And,  July  3,  1 744,  "  You  will  fee  what  ftupid,  low,  abominable  ftufi^  fe 
put ^  upon  yoyr  noble  and  learned  friend's*  character,  fuch  as  I  ihould  quitjc 
rejeft,  and  endeavour  to  do  fomething  better  towards  doing  juftice  to  the 
charaifter.  But  as  I  cannot  expeft  to  attain  my  defires  in  that  refpedl,  it' 
would  be  a  great  fadsfaftion  to  me,  as  well  as  an  honour  to  our  work,  to 
have  the  favour  of  the  genuine  fpeech*  It  is  a  method  dxat  ffeveral  have  been 
pleafed  to  take,  as  I  could  fhew,  but  I  think  myfelf  under  a  reftraint.  I  fhall 
fay  fo  £ir,  that  I  have  had  fome  by  a  third  hand,  wliich  I  underHood  well 
enough  to  come  from  the  firftj  others  by  penny-poft,.  and  others  by  the 
Ipeakers  themfelves,  who  have  been  pleafed  to  vifit  St.  John's  Gate,  and  fhew 
particular  marks  of  their  being  pleafed'." 

There  is  no  reafon,  I  believe,  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  Cave.  It  is,  how- 
ever, remarkable,  that  none  of  theie  letters  are  in  the  years  during  which 
Johnfon  alone  fumifhed  the  Debates,  and  one  of  them  is  in  the  wry  year  afer  "^ 
he  ceafed  from  that  labour.  Johnfon  told  me,  that  as  foon  as  he  found  that' 
the  fpeeches  were  thought 'genuine,  he  determined  that  he  would  write  no 
more  of  them,  for  "  he  would  not  be  acceflary  to  the  propagation  of  falfhood.""* 
And  fuch  was  the  tenderncls  of  his  confcience,   that  a  ihort  time  before  his 

'  I  fappofe  in  another  ccMnpilatlon  of  the  fame  kind*  ^  Doubtleis^^  Lord  Haidwicl^r 

*  Birch's  MSS.  in  the^ritifh  Mufeum,  4302. 

death 
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death  he  expreifed  a  regret  for  his  having  been  the  authour  of  fidUons^  wliich 
had  palled  for  realides. 

He  nevertheleis  agreed  with  me  in  thinkings  that  the  Debates  which  he  had 
framed  were  to  be  valued  as  O  radons  upon  queftions  of  publick  importance. 
They  have  accordingly  been  collected  in  volumes^  properly  arranged,  and 
recommended  to  the  nodce  of  parliamentary  ipeakers  by  a  Pre&ce^  written 
by  no  inferiour  hand '.  I  muft^  however,  oblerve,  that  although  there  is  in 
thofe  Debates  a  wonderful  ftore  of  polidcal  information,  and  very  powerful 
eloquence,  I  cannot  agree  that  they  exhibit  the  manner  of  each  particular 
(peaker,  as  Sir  John  Hawkins  leems  to  think.  But,  indeed,  what  opinion 
can  we  hare  of  his  judgement,  and  tafte  in  publick  ipeaking,  who  preiumes 
to  give,  as  the  charaderifticks  of  two  celebrated  orators,  <'  the  deep-mouthed 
rancour,  of  Pulteney,  and  the  yelping  pertinacity  of  Pitt*." 

This  year  I  find  that  his  tragedy  of  Irene  had  been  for  fome  time  ready 
for  the  Itage,  and  that  his  neceffities  made  him  deiirous  of  getting  as  much  as 
he  could  for  it,  without  delay  j  for  there  is  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Cave 
to  Dr.  Birch,  in  the  fame  volume  of  manufcripts  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum  fix)m 
whence  I  copied  thofe  above  quoted.  They  were  mofl  obligingly  pointed  out  to 
me  by  Sir  William  Mu%rave^  one  qf  the  Curators  of  that  noble  repofitory. 

■ 

"  SepL  9,  1 7+1. 

**  I  HAVE  put  Mr.  Johnfon*s  play  into  Mr.  Gray's'  hands,  in  oidet 
to  fell  it  to  him,  if  he  is  inclined  to  buy  it ;  but  I  doubt  whether  he  will  or 
not.  He  would  dilpole  of  the  copy,  and  whatever  advantage  may  be  made  by 
a6ting  it.  Would  your  fociety*,  or  any  gendeman  or  body  of  men  that  you 
know^  take  fuch  a  bargain  ?  He  and  I  are  very  unfit  to  deal  with  theatrical 
perfons.  Fleetwood  was  to  have  aftcd  it  laft  feafon,  but  Johnfon's  diffi- 
dence or  i  prevented  it." 

I  have  already  mentioned  that  •**  Irene"  was  not  brought  into  publick  nodce 
till  Garrick  was  manager  of  Drury-lane  theatre* 

'  I  am  well  aflured*  that  the  editor  is  Mr.  George  Cbalmers^  whofe  commercial  works  are  well 
known  and  eftcemed. 

*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Johnfon,  p.  loo.  *  A  bookfellcir  of  London. 

♦  It  is  flrangc,  that  a  printer  who  knew  fo  much  as  Cave,  (hould  conceive  fo  ludicrous  a  fancy 
M  that  the  Royal  Society  would  purchafe  a  Play.  ^ 

s  There  is  do  crafiire  hcic,  hut  a  mere  blank ;  to  fill  up  whidi  may  be  an  exercife  for  ingenious 
4:onje6lure.  ' 

la 
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In  1742  he  wrote  for  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  the  "  Pfeface,f''  the      *742- 
*'  Parliamentary  Debates,*"    "  Effay  on  the  Account  of  the  Conduft  of  the  ^^l  ,7, 
Duchefs  of  Marlborough,*"  then  the  popular  topick  of  converfation.     This 

* 

Eflay  is  a  fhort  but  mafterly  performance.  We  find  him,  in  No.  1 3  of  his 
Rambler,  cenfuring  a  profligate  fentiment  in  that  **  Account;"  and  again 
infifting  upon  it  ftrenuoufly  in  converfation '.  "  An  Account  of  the  Life  of 
Peter  Burman,*"  I  believe  chiefly  taken  from  a  foreign  publication;  as, 
indeed,  he  could  not  himfelf  know  much  about  Burman ;  "  Additions  to  his 
Life  of  Baretier;*"  "  The  Life  of  Sydenham,*"  afterwards  prefixed  to  Dr. 
Swan's  edition  of  his  works ;  "  Propofals  for  printing  Bibliotheca  Harleiana, 
or  a  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford.*"  His  account  of  that 
celebrated  coiledtion  of  books,  in  which  he  difplays  the  importance  to 
literature,  of  what  die  French  call  a  catalogue  ratfotmeey  when  the  fubjefts  of 
it  are  extenfive  and  various,  and  it  is  executed  with  ability,  cannot  fail  to 
imprefs  all  his  readers  with  admiration  of  his  philological  attainments.  It  was 
afterwards  prefixed  to  the  firfl:  volume  of  the  Catalogue,  in  which  the  Latin 
^kccounts  of  books  were  written  by  him.  He  was  employed  in  this  bufinefs 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Ofbome  the  bookfeller,  who  purchafed  the  library  for 
J  3,cx>o/.  a  fum,  which  Mr.  Oldys  fays,  in  one  of  his  manufcripts,  was  not 
mtire  than  the  binding  of  the  books  had  coft ;  yet,  as  Dr.  Johnfon  aflured  me, 
the  flownefs  of  the  fale  was  fuch,  that  there  was  not  much  gained  by  it.  It 
has  been  confidently  related,  with  many  embellifhments,  that  Johnfon  one  day 
knocked  Ofborne  down  in  his  fhop,  with  a  folio,  and  put  his  foot  upon  h& 
neck.  The  fimplc  truth  I  ha4  from  Johnfon  himfelf.  "  Sir,  he  was  imper- 
tinent to  me,  and  I  beat  him.  But  it  was  not  in  his  (hop :  it  was  in  my 
own  chamber." 

A  very  diligent  obferver  may  trace  him  where  we  Ihould  not  eafdy  iup- 
pofc  him  to  be  found.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  wrote  the  litde  abridgement 
cntided  "  Foreign  Hiilory,"  in  the  Magazine  for  December.  To  prove  it,  I 
Ihall  quote  the  introdudtion.  «  As  this  is  that  feafon  of  the  year  in  which 
Nature  may  be  faid  to  command  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities,  and  which- feems 
intended,  by  putting  a  fliort  ftop  to  violence  and  /laughter,  to  afford  time  for 
malice  to  relent,  and  animofity  to  fubfide ;  we  can  fcarce  expeft  any  other 
accounts  than  of  pl;ms^  jiegociations  and  treaties,  of  propofak  for  peace,  and 
preparations  for  war."  As  alfp  this  pafTage:  "Let  thofe  who  defpife  the 
capa<ciry  of  the  Swifs,  teil  ^s  by  what  wonderful  policy,  or  ty  what  happy 

f  Jounial  of  ti  Tour  to  the  Hebrides^  jd  cditg  p.  167. 

M  conciliation 


':-) 
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conciliation  of  interefts,  it  is  brought  to  pafs,  that  in  a  body  made  up  of 
different  communities  and  different  religions,  there  fhould  be  no  civil  com- 
motions,  though  the  people  are  fo  warlike,  that  to  nominate  and  raife  an  army 
is  the  fame." 

I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Aftle  for  his  ready  permiflion  to  copy  the  two  follow- 
ing letters,  of  which  the  originals  are  in  his  poffeflTion.  Their  contents  (hew 
that  they  were  written  about  this  time,  and  that  Johnfon  was  now  engaged  in 
preparing  an  hiflorical  account  of  the  Britifh  Parliament. 

To  Mr.   Cavje. 

"I  BELIEVE  I  am  going  to  write  a  long  lettef,  and  have  tlierefbre 
taken  a  whole  fheet  of  paper.  The  firfl  thing  to  be  written  about  is  "bur 
hiflorical  defign. 

"  You  mentioned  the  propofal  of  printing  in  numbers,  as  an  alteration  in 
the  fcheme,  but  I  believe  you  miftook,  fome  way  or  other,  my  meaning ;  I 
had  no  other  view  than  that  you  might  rather  print  too  many  of  five  fheets, 
than  of  five  and  thirty.  , 

"  With  regard  to  what  I  fhall  fay  on  the  manner  of  proceeding,  I  would 
have  it  underflood  as  wholly  indifferent  to  me,  and  my  opinion  only,  not  my 
refolution.     Emptorisfit  eligere. 

"  I  think  the  infertion  of  the  exaft  dates  of  the  nriofl  important  events  in 
the  margin,  or  of  fo  many  events  as  may  enable  die  reader  to  regulate  the 
order  of  fa6ts  with  fufEcient  exa6tnefs,  the  proper  medium  between  a  journal 
which  has  regard  only  to  time,  and  a  hiftory  which  ranges  &£ls  according  to 
their  dependence  on  each  other,  and  poflpones  or  anticipates  according  to  the 
convenience  of  narration.  I  think  the  work  ought  to  partake  of  the  fpirit  of 
hiflory,  which  is  contrary  to  minute  exa6tnefs,  and  of  the  regularity  of  a 
journal,  which  is  inconfiftent  with  fpirit.  For  this  reafbn,  I  neither  admit 
numbers  or  dates,  nor  rejeA  them. 

"  I  am  of  your  opinion  with  regard  to  placing  mofl  of  the  r^folutions,  &c* 
in  the  margin,  and  think  we  fhall  give  the  moft  complete  accotint  of  par- 
liamentary proceedings  that  can  be  contrived.  The  naked  papers,  without 
an  hiflorical  treatife  interwoven,  require  fbme  other  book  to  m^e  them  un- 
derflood. I  will  date  the  fucceeding  &£ts  with  fome  exadnefs,  but  I  diink  in 
the  margin.  You  told  me  on  Saturday  that  I  *had  received  money  on  this 
work,  and  found  fet  down  13/.  oj.  6(L  reckoning  the  half  guinea  of  laft 
Saturday.  As  you  hinted  to  me  that  you  had  many  calls  for  money,  I  would 
not  prefs  you  too  hard,  and  therefore  (hall  defire  only,  as  I  fend  it  in,  two 

4  guineas 
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guineas  for  a  flicct  of  copy,  the  reft  you  may  pay  me  when  it  may  be  more      '74«- 
convenient ;  and  even  by  this  fheet-payment  I  Ihall,  for  fome  time,  be  very  l^tat'.  33. 
cxpenfive. 

'*  The  Life  of  Savage  I  am  ready  to  go  upon ;  and  in  Great  Primer,  and 
Pica  notes,  I  reckon  on  fending  in  half  a  fheet  a  day ;  but  the  money  for 
that  Ihall  likewifc  lye  by  in  your  hands  till  it  is  done.  With  the  debates,  (hall 
I  not  have  bufinefs  enough  ?  if  I  had  but  good  pens. 

^*  Towards  Mr.  Savage's  Life  what  more  have  you  got  ?  I  would  willingly 
have  his  trial,  &c.  and  know  whether  his  defence  be  at  Briftol  j  and  would 
have  his  coUedion  of  poems,  on  account  of  the  preface— The  Plain  Dealer,-— 
all  the  magazines  that  have  any  thing  of  his,  or  relating  to  him. 

'^  I   thought  my  letter  would  be  long,   but  it  is  now  ended  ^   and  I 

am.  Sir, 

«  Your's,  &c. 

"  Sam.  Johnson/* 

'^  The  boy  found  me  writing  tlus  almoft  in  the  dark,  when  I  could  not 
quite  eafily  read  yours. 

"  I  have  read  the  Italian — ^nothing  in  it  is  well. 

^'  I  had  no  notion  of  having  any  thing  for  the  Infcription*  I  hope  you 
don't  think  I  kept  it  it  to  extort  a  price.  I  could  think  of  nothing,  till  to 
day.  If  you  could  fpare  me  another  guinea  for  the  hiftory,  I  fhould  take  it 
very  kindly,  to  night ;  but  if  you  do  not,  I  ihall  not  think  it  an  injury.  ■ 
I  am  almoft  well  again.*' 

To  Mr.  Cave, 

«  Sir, 

"YOU  did  not  tell  me  your  determination  about  the  Soldier^ s  LetierXy 
which  I  am  confident  was  never  printed.  I  think  it  will  not  do  by  itfelfi 
or  in  any  other  place,  fo  well  as  the  Mag.  Extraordinary.  If  you  will  have 
it  at  all,  I  believe  you  do  not  think  I  fet  it  high,  and  I  will  be  glad  if  what 
you  give,  you  will  give  quickly. 

"  You  need  not  be  in  care  about  fomething  to  print,  for  I  have  got  the 

State  Trials,  and  Ihall  extradt  Layer,  Atterbury,  and  Macclesfield  from  them, 

and  fhall  bring  them  to  you  in  a  fortnight  j  after  which  I  will  try  to  get  the 

South  Sea  Report," 

{No  date^  nor  Jignature^l 

%  I  have  not  dirc<n'ered  what  this  was. 

M  2  I  would 
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»745«  I  would  alio  afcribe  to  him  an.  **•  Eflay  on  the  Defcription  of  China,  frono 

^m.  3^  the  French  of  Du  Halde^f" 

His  writings  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  in  1743,  are,  the  Preface,f: 
the  Parliamentary  Debates,^  "  Confideration;}  on  the  Dilute  between 
Croufaz  and  Warburton,,  on  Pope's  Eflay  on  Man,f"  in  which,,  while  he 
defends  Croufaz,  he  fhews  an  admirable  metaphyfical  acutenefs  and  temperance 
in  controverfy  j  "  Ad  Lauram  parituram  Epigramma  ^  ;*  "  and,  ^  A  Latin 
Tranflation  of  Pope's  Verfes  on  his  Grotto  ;*"  and,  as  he  could  employ  hi^ 
pen  with  equal  fuccefe  upon  a  fmall  matter  as  a  great,  I  fuppofe  him  to  bt 
the  authour  of  an  advertifement  for  O/born,  concerning  -  the  great  Harleian 
Catalogue. 

But  I  fhould  think  myfelf  much  wanting,  both  tcr  my  illuftrious  friend  and 
my  readers,  did  I  not  introduce  here,  with  more  than  ordinary  refpeft,  an 
exquifitely  beautiful  Ode,  which  has  not  been  inferted  in  any  of  th6  coUeftions 
of  Johnfon's  poetry,  written  by  him  at  a  very  early  period,  ,as  Mr.  Hedlon 
informs  me,  and  inferted  in  the  Gendeman's  Magazine  of  this  year.. 

Fr»iendship>.  if»  Ode.* 

pRfENDSHiP,  peculiar  boon  of  heaven^ 

The  noble  mind's  delight  and  pride, , 
To  men  and  angels  only  given. 

To  all-  the  lower  world  deny'd. 

While  love,  unknown  among  the  bleft. 

Parent  of  thoufand  wild  defires. 
The  favage  and  the  human  breaft 

Torments  alike  with  raging  fires. 

With  bright,  but  oft  deftruftive,  gleam. 

Alike  o'er  all  his  lightnings  ffy ; 
Thy  lambent  glories  only  beam 

Around  the  fav'rites  of  the  Iky. 

'  Angiiacas  inter  fulcherrima  Laura  fuelhtt-^ 

Mox  tUerlpottdus  depofitura  grave,. 
Adfit,  Laura,  tihifacilit  Lucina  ddenti, 

Ne*ve  tibi  noceat  pr<enituijfe  Dea. 

Mr.  Hedor  was  prdent  when  this  Epigram  was  nuj^e  impromptu.    The  firvl  Ene  ^9»  propofed 
by  Dr.  James^  and  Johnfon  was  called  upon  by  the  company  to  finifh  it^  which  he  iqftantly  did. 

Thy 
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Thy  gende  flows  of  guiltlefs  joys 

On  fools  and  villains  ne'er  delcend  j 
In  vain  for  thpe  the  tyrant  fighs> 

And  hugs  a  flatterer  for  a  friend. 

Direftrefs  of  the  brave  and  juft, 

O  guide  us  through  life's  darkfome  way ! 
•    And  let  the  tortures  of  miftruft 
. «»  On  felfifli  bofoms  only  prey. 

Nor  fliall  thine  ardours  ceafc  to  glow. 

When  fouls  to  blifsful  clinmes  remove : 
What  rais'd  our  virtue  here  below. 

Shall  aid  our  happinefs  above. 

Johnfon  had  now  an  opportunity  of  obliging  his  fchoolfellow  Dr.  James, 
of  whom  he  once  obferved,  "  no  man  brings  more  mind  to  Ids  profeflion." 
James  publiihed  this  year  his  "  Medicinal  Diftionary/*  in  three  volumes 
folio.  Johnfon,  as  I  underftood  from  him,  had  written,  or  aflifted  in  writing, 
the  propofals  for  this  work  5  and  being  very  fond  of  the  ftudy  of  phyfick,  in 
ivhich  James  was  his  matter,  he  furnifhed  fome  of  the  articles.  He, 
however,  certainly  wrote  for  it  the  Dedication  to  Dr.  Mead,f  which  is  con- 
ceived with  great  addrefi,  to  conciliate  the  patronage  of  that  very  eminent 

man*. 

It  has  been  circulated,  I  know  not  with  what  authenticity,  that  Johnfon 
confidered  Dr.  Birch  as  a  dull  writer,  and  faid  of  him,  "  Tom  Birch  is  as  brilk 
as  a  bee  in  converfation  ^  but  no  fooner  does  he  take  a  pen  in  his  hand,  than 


•"  To  Dr.  Mead. 


••  Sir, 


cc  THAT  the  Meiktnal  DiBionary  is  dedicated  to  yoir,  is  to  be  imputed  only  to  your 
jepotation  for  fuperiour  (kill  in  thofe  fcienoes  Khich  I  have  endeaTouied  to  explain  and  facilitate : 
and  you  are»  thexefore,.  to  confider  this,  addrefs^  if  it  be  agreeable  to  you»  as  one  of  the  rewards 
of  merit ;  and»  if  otherwife,  as  one  of  the  inconveniencies  of  eminence. 

<'  However  you  (hall  receive  it,  my  deiign  cannot  be  difappointed ;  becaafe  this  publick  appeal 
to  your  judgement  will  fhew  that  I  do  not  found  my  hopes  of  approbation  upon  the  ignorance  of 
xtty  icadcn,  and  that  I  fear  his  cenfuxe  kaft,  whofe  knowledge  is  moft  extenfive. 


«»  lam.  Sir, 


*^  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fenrant. 


"  R.  Jamis*** 


It 


•»4 
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1745*      it  becomes  a  torpedo  to  him,   and  benumbs  all  his  faculties.**    That  the 

^JjJfTT  literature  of  this  country  is  much  indebted  to  Birch's  aftivity  and  diligence, 

muft  certainly  be  acknowledged.     We  have  feen  that  JcAnfbn  honoured  him 

with  a  Greek  Epigram ;   and  his  correlpondence  with  him,  during  many 

years,  proves  that  he  had  no  mean  opinion  of  him. 

To  Dr.   Birch. 

^<  Sir,  Tharfday,  ScpU  29,  1743. 

"  1  HOPE  you  wiU  excufe  me  for  troubling  you  on  an  occafion  on  which 
I  know  not  whom  elfe  I  can  apply  to ;  I  am  at  a  lols  for  the  Lives  and 
Charaftcrs  of  Earl  Stanhope,  the  two  Craggs,  and  the  Minifter  Sunderland  j 
and  beg  that  you  will  inform  [me]  where  I  may  find  them,  and  fend  any 
pamphlets,  &c,  relating  to  them  to  Mr.  Cave,  to  be  perufcd  for  a  few  days 
by.  Sir, 

^^  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

*^  Sam.  Johkson/* 

His  circumftances  were  at  this  time  much  embarrafledj  yet  his  afRftion 
for  his  mother  was  fo  warm,  and  fo  liberal,  that  he  took  upon  himfelf  a  debt 
of  hers,  which,  though  fmall  in  itfelf^^  was  theji  confiderable  to  him.  This 
appears  from  the  following  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Levctt,  of  Lichfield, 
the  original  of  which  lies  now  before  me. 

To  il4r.  Levett,  in  Lichfield. 
«*  Sir,  December  r,  1743. 

*'  I  A  M  extremely  forry  that  we  have  encroached  fo  much  upon  your 
forbearance  with  relpeft  to  the  intereft,  which  a  great  perplexity  of  afi^^irs 
hindered  me  from  thinking  of  with  that  attention  that  I  ought,  and  which  I 
am  not  immediately  able  to  remit  to  you,  but  will  pay  it  (I  think  twelve 
pounds,)  in  two  months.  I  look  upon  this,  and  on  the  future  intereft  of  that 
mortgage,  as  my  own  debt  5  and  beg  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  give  me 
direftions  how  to  pay  it,  and  not  mention  it  to  my  dear  mother.  If  it  be 
necefiary  to  pay  this  in  lefs  time,  I  believe  I  can  do  it;  but  I  take  two 
months  for  certainty,  and  beg  an  anfwer*  whether  you  can  allow  me  fo  much 
time.  I  think  myfelf  very  much  obliged  to  your  forbearance,  and  Ihall 
cftecm  it  a  great  happincfs  to  be  able  to  ferve  you.  I  have  great  opportu- 
nities 
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Hides  of  diiperfing  any  thing  that  you  inay  think  it  proper  to  make  publtck.      i744« 
I  will  give  a  note  for  the  money,  payable  at  the  time  mentioned^  to  any  one  jEtat.  ac! 
here  that  you  ihall  appoint.     I  am.  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  obedient 

"  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson, 

**  At  Mr,  Ofborne'9>  bookfeIkr«  in  Gray's  Inn/' 

It  does  not  appear  that  he  wrote  any  thing  in  1744  for  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine,  but  the  Preface. f  His  life  of  3aretier  was  now  re-puUiihed  in  a 
pamphlet  by  itfelf.  But  he  produced  one  work  this  year«  fully  fufficient  to 
maintain  the  high  reputation  which  he  had  acquired.  This  was  ^^  The  I^ife 
OF  Richard  Savage  ,* ''  a  man,  of  whom  it  is  difficult  to  ipeak  impartis^y^ 
without  wondering  that  he  was  for  fome  time  the  intimate  companion  of 
Johnfon  -,  for  his  chanufter  was  marked  by  proQigacy>  infblence,  and  ingra- 
titude ' :  yet,  as  he  undoubtedly  had  a  warm  and  vigorous^  though  unregulated 
mind,  had  leen  life  in  all  its  varieties,  and  be^n  "much  in  the  conipany  of  the 
ftatefmen  and  wits  of  his  time,  he  could  commxuiicate  to  Johnfon  an  abun- 
dant iupply  of  fuch  materials  as  his  philofophical  curiofity  moft  eagerly  deiired  ^ 
and  as  Savage's  misfortunes  and  mifcondud:  had  reduced  him  to  the  loweft  ftate 
of  wretchednefs  as  a  writer  for  bread,  his  vifits  to  St.  John's  Gate  naturally 
brought  Johnfon  and  him  together ". 

It 

'  As  a  fpccimen  of  his  lempcr^  I  infcrt  the  following  letter  from  him  to  a  noble  Lord,  to  whom 
lie  was  under  great  obligations,  but  who,  on  account  of  his  bad  condudl,  was  obliged  to  difcvd 
him.    The  original  is  in  the  hands  of  one  of  his  Majefty's  Counfel  learned  in  the  Law : 

*'  Right  Honourable  Bruts,   and  Booav^  ^ 

"  I  FIND  you  want  (as  Mr.   i'  is  pleafed  to  bint,)  to  (wipacaway  my  {ife^  ^'at  is,, 

the  life  of  your  creditor,  becaufe  he  aiks  you  for  a  debt.— The  publick  (hall  foon  be  acquainted 
with  this,,  to  judge  whether  you  are  not  fitter  to  be  an  Iriih  Evideqce^  th^tOrbf  axi  Iriib  Peeri-— 
I  defy  and  defpife  you.    I  am, 

"  Your  determined  adverfary« 

'"  R.  S.'» 

*  Sir  John  Hawkins  give^  the  world  to  ooderfland,  tkat  Johnfon  '^  being  an  admirer  of  genfeol 
manners,  wa»  o^pcirated  by  the  addrefa  and  demeanooffof  8avi^,  who,  at  ca  his  exterior,  was,  to  a 
Rmaricable  degree,  accompliihed/'-^Hawkins's  life^  p.  52.  Bat  Sir  ]Am%  norions  of  getttiMty  maft 
appear  fomewhat  ludicrous,  from  his.  ftating  the  foUpwing  ^ircumftance  as  prefcunptive  evidence 
that  Savage  was  a  good  fwordfman :  '*  That  he  undeiftood  the  exercife  of  jl  gentleman^s  weapon, 
may  be  inferred  from  the  ufe  made  of  it  in  that  ra(h  encounter  which  is  rehfe^  in  his  life."  The 
dexterity  here  alluded  to  was,  that  Savage,  in  a  noAumai  fit  of  drunkenncfs,  (Ubbed  a  man  at  a 

coffee* 
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1 744-  It  is  melancholy  to  rcfleft,  that  Johnfon  and  Savage  were  fbmetimes  in 

'^[^J^T!'  fuch  extreme  indigence,  that  they  could  not  pay  for  a  lodging ;  fo  that  they 
have  wandered  together  whole  nights  in  the  ftrects.  Yet  in  thefe  almofi: 
incredible  fcenes  of  diftrefs,  we  may  fuppofe  that  Savage  mentioned  many  of 
the  anecdotes  with  which  Jolinfbn  afterwards  enriched  the  life  of  his  unhappy 
companioi^,  and  thofe  of  other  Poets. 

He  mentioned  to  Sir  Joflrua  Reynolds,  that  one  night  in  particular,^  when 
Savage  and  he  walked  round  St.  James's-lquare  for  want  of  a  lodging,  they 
were  not  at  all  deprefled  by  their  fituation,  but  in  high  Ipirits  and  brimful  of 
patriotifm,  traverfed  the  fquarc  for  feveral  hours,  inveighed  againft  the 
*ninifter,  and  "  ^efolved  they  "would  Jiapid  by  their  country.** 

I  am  afraid,  however,  that  by  affociating  with  Savage,  who  was  habituated 
to  the  diflipation  and  licentioufnels  of  the  Town,  Johnfon,  though  his  good 
principles  remained  ftcady,  did  not  entirely  preferve  that  conduft,  for  which, 
m  days  of  greater  fimplicity,  he  was  remarked  by  his  friend  Mr.  Hedtol^; 
but  was  imperceptibly  led  into  fome  indulgences  which  occalioned  much 
diftrefs '-  to  his  virtuous  mind. 

That  Johnfon  w^s  anxious  that  an  authehtick  and  favourable  account  of  _his 
extraordinary  friend  fhould  firft  get  pofleflion  of  the  publick  attention,  is 
evident  from  a  letter  which  he  wrote  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for 
Auguft  of  the  year  preceding  its  publication, 

*'  Mr.  Urban, 

^'  A  S  your  coUeftions  Ihow  how  often  yoq  have  owed  the  ornaments 
of  your  poetical  pages  to  the  correlpondence  of  the  unfortunate  and  inge- 
nious Mr.  Savage,  I  doubt  not  but  you  have  fo  much  regard  to  his  memory 
as  to  encourage  any  defign  that  may  have  a  tendency  to  the  prefervation  of 
it  fronii  infults  or  calumnies  j  and  therefore,  with  fome  degree  of  aflurance, 

coffte-hoofe^  and  killed  hitn ;  for  which  he  was  tiied  at  the  Old-Bailey,  and  found  guilty  of 
murder. 

Johnfon,  indeed,  defcribes  him  as  having  **  a  grave  and  manly  deportment,  a  folemn  dignity 
of  mien ;  but  which,  upon  a  nearer  acquaintance,  foftened  into  an  engaging  eafine(s  of  manners." 
flow  highly  Johnfon  :adndred  him  for  that  knowledge  which  he  himfelf  fo  much  ccrltivated,  and 
jwhat  kindnefs  he  entertained  for  him,  appears  from  the  fdbwing  lines  in  the  Gentleman's  Maga* 
zine  for  April,  1 73S«  wMch  I  am.  aifured  were  yrittcn  by  Johnfon : 

'  ifiRiCARBUM   Savage. 

'*  Humani  ft udium  generis  cm  pe£f ore  fervetp 
*♦  0  coiat  bumanum  tefweat^ue  genuim* 
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mtneat  you  to  inform  the  publick,  that  his  life  will  Ipeedily  be  publiflied  by 
a  pcrfon  who  was  favoured  with  his  confidence,  and  received  from  himfelf  an 
account  of  moft  of  the  tranfaftions  which  he  propofes  to  mention,  to  the  time 
of  his  retirement  to  Swanfea  in  Wales. 

"  From  that  period,  to  his  death  in  the  prifon  of  Briftol,  the  account  will 
be  continued  from  materials  ftiU  lefs  liable  to  objeftion ;  his  own  letters,  and 
thofe  ^f  his  friends,  fome  of  which  will  be  inferted  in  the  work,  and  abftrafts 
of  others  fubjoined  in  the  margin. 

^^  It  may  be  reafonably  imagined,  that  others  may  have  the  fame  defign ; 
but  as  it  is  not  credible  that  they  can  obtain  the  fame  materials,  it  muft  be 
expe6ted  they  will  fupply  from  invention  the  want  of  intelligence ;  and '  that 
under  the  title  of  '  The  Life  of  Savage,',  they  will  publifh  only  a  novel,  filled 
with  romantick  adventures,  and  imaginary  amours.  You  may  therefore, 
perhaps,  gratify  the  lovers  of  truth  and  wit,  by  giving  me  leave  to  inform 
them  in  your  magazine,  that  my  account  will  be  publifhed  in  8vo.  by  Mr. 
Roberts,  in  Wafwick-lane." 

[iVb  Jiffiaiure.l 

In  February,  1744,  it  accordingly  came  forth  from  the  fliop  of  Roberts, 
between  whom  and.Jolinfon  I  have  not  traced  any  connedion,  except  the 
cafual  one  of  this  publication.  In  this  work,  although  it  muft  be  allowed 
that  its  moral  is  the  reverie  of—"  Re/picere  exemplar  vita  morumque  jubeboy* 
a  vefy  ufeful  leflbn  is  inculcated,  to  guard  men  of  warm  paflions  fix>m 
a  too  free  indulgence  of  them ;  and  the  various  incidents  are  related  in  fo 
clear  and  animated  a  manner,  and  illuminated  throughout  with  ^o  much 
philofophy,  that  it  is  one  of  the  nioft  interefting  narratives  in  ;hr  Englifh 
language.  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds  told  me,  that  upon  his  return  from  Italy 
he  met  with  it  in  Devonfliire,  knowing  nothing  of  its  authour,  and  began  to 
read  it  while  he  was  ftanding  with  his  arm  leaning  againft  a  chimney-piece. 
It  feized  his  attention  fo  ftrongly,  that,  not  being  able  to  lay  down  the 
book  till  he  had  finiftied  it,  when  he  attempted  to  move,  he  found  his  arm 
totally  benumbed.  The  rapidity  with  which  this  work  was  compofed,  is  a 
wonderfiil  circumftance.  Johnfon  has  been  heard  to  fay,  "  I  wrote  forty-eight 
of  the  printed  oftavo  pages  of  the  Life  of  Savage  at  a  fitting  j  but  then  I 
Ikt  up  all  night*." 

He  exhibits  the  genius  of  Savage  to  the  beft  advantage,  in  the  ipecimens 
of  his  poetry  which  he  has  feledted,  fome  of  which  are  of  uncomnwn  merit. 

*  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  3;. 
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Wc,  indeed,  occafionally  find  fuch  vigour  and  fuch  point,  as  might  make  us 
fuppofe  that  the  generous  aid  of  Johnfon  had  been  imparted  to  his  friend. 
Mr.  Thomas  W^rton  made  this  remark  to  me  j  and,  in  fiipport  of  it,  quoted 
from  the  poem  entided  "  The  Baftard,"  a  line  in  which  the  fancied  fupe- 
riority  of  one  "  (lamped  in  Nature's  mint  with  extafy,"  is  contrafted  with  a 
regular  lawful  dcfcendant  bf  fome  great  and  ancient  family : 

"  No  tenth  tranfmitter  of  a  fooliih  face." 

but  the  faft  is,  that  this  poem  was  publifhed  fome  years  before  Johnlbn  and 
Savage  were  acquainted. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  in  this  biographical  difquiiition  there  appears  a  very 
ftrong  fymptom  of  Johnfon's  prejudice  againft  players ;  a  prejudice,  which 
may  be  attributed  to  the  following  caufes :  firft,  the  imperfection  of  his  organs, 
which  were  fo  defeftive  that  he  was  not  lufceptible  of  the  fine  imprefllons 
which  theatrical  excellence  produces  upon  the  generality  of  mankind  j  fecondly, 
the  cold  rejeftion  of  his  tragedy ;  and,  laftly,  the  brilliant  luccefs  of  Garrick, 
who  had  been  his  pupil,  who  had  come  to  London  at  the  fame  dme  with 
him,  not  in  a  miich  more  profperous  ftate  than  himfelf,  and  whofe  talents  he 
undoubtedly  rated  low,  compared  with  his  own.  His  being  outftripped  by 
his  pupil  in  the  race  of  immediate  fame,  as  weU  as  of  fortune,  probably  made 
him  feel  fome  indignation,  as  thinking  that  whatever  might  be  Garrick*s  merits 
in  his  art,  the  reward  was  too  great  when  compared  with  what  the  moft 
fuccefsfiil  efforts  of  literary  labour  could  attain.  At  all  periods  of  his  life 
Johnfon  ufed  to  talk  contemptuoufly  of  players  j  but  in  this  work  he  ipeaks 
of  the:  ,  with  peculiar  acrimony ;  for  which,  perhaps,  there  was  formerly  too 
much  T<;iJt6l\  from  the  licentious  and  diffolute  manners  of  thpfe  engaged  in  that 
profeflion.  It  is  but  juftice  to  add,  that  in  our  own  time  fuch  a  change  has 
taken  place,  that  there  is  no  longer  room  for  fuch  an  unfavourable  diftinftion. 

His  fchoolfellow  and  friend.  Dr.  Taylor,  told  me  a  pleafant  anecdote  of 
Johnfon's  triumphing  over  his  pupil  David  Garrick.  When  that  great  aftor 
had  played  fome  litde  time  at  Goodman's-fields,  Johnfon  and  Taylor  went  to 
fee  him  perform,  and  afterwards  pafled  the  evening  at  a  tavem  with  him  and 
old  Giffard.  Johnfon,  who  was  ever  depreciating  ftage-players,  after  cen- 
furing  fome  miftakes  in  cmphafis  which  Garrick  had  committed  in  the  courie 
of  that  night's  afting,  faid,  "  the  players.  Sir,  have  got  a  kind  of  rant,  with 
which  they  run  on,  without  any  regard  either  to  accent  or  emphafis.'*^  Both 
Garrick  and  Giffard  were  offended  at  this  farcafin,  and  ^endeavoured  to  refiite 
it  i  upon  which  Johnfon  rejoined,  "  Well  now,  I'll  give  you  fomething  to 
fpeak>  with  which  you  are  litde  acquainted,  and  then  we  fliall  fee  how  jufl 

my 
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my  obfervation  is.     That  (hall  be  the  criterion.     Let  me  hear  you  repeat  the      1 744- 
ninth  Commandment,  "  Thou  fhalt  not  bear  falfe  witnefs  againft  thy  neigh-  'jEtat^~tr[ 
hour."     Both  tried  at  it,  faid  Dr.  Taylor,  and  both  miftook  the  emphafis, 
which  Ihould  be  upon  not  and  falfe  witnefs.     Johnfon  put  them  right,  and 
enjoyed  his  viftory  with  great  glee. 

His  "  Life  of  Savage  "  was  no  fooner  publifhed,  than  the  following  liberal 
praife  was  given  to  it,  in  "  The  Champion,**  a  periodical  paper :  **  This 
pamphlet  is,  without  flattery  to  its  authour,  as  juft  and  well  written  a  piece 
as  of  its  kind  I  ever  faw ;  fo  that  at  the  lame  time  that  it  highly  deferves,  it 
certainly  ftatids  very  little  in  need  of  this  recommendation.  As  to  the  hiftory 
of  the  unfortunate  perfon,  whofe  memoirs  compofe  this  work,  it  is  certainly 
penned  with  equal  accuracy  and  Ipirit,  of  which  I  am  fo  much  the  better 
judge,  as  I  know  many  of  the  fadts  mentioned  to  be  ftrifljy  true,  and  very 
fairly  related.  Befides,  it  is  not  only  the  ftory  of  Mr.  Savage,  but  innume- 
rable incidents  relating  to  other  perfons,  and  other  affairs,  which  renders  this 
a  very  amufing,  and,  withal,  a  very  inftru£tive  and  valuable  performance. 
The  authour's  obfervations  are  fliort,  fignificailt,  and  juft,  as  his  narrative  is 
remarkably  fmooth  and  well  difpofed.  His  reflections  open  to  all  the  receflfcs 
of  the  human  heart ;  and,  in  a  word,  a  more  juft  or  pleafant,  a  more  engaging 
or  a  more  improving  treatife,  on  all  the  excellencies  and  defefts  of  human 
nature,  is  Icarce  to  be  found  in  our  own,  or,  perhaps,  any  other  language." 
This  paper  is  well  known  to  have  been  written  by  the  celebrated  Henry 
Fielding.  But,  I  fappofe,  Johnfon  was  not  informed  of  his  being  indebted 
to  him  for  this  civility  1  ^  for  if  he  had  been  appfiied  of  that  circumftance,  as  he 
was  very  fenfible  of  praife,  he  probably  would  not  have  ^ken  with  fo  litdc 
rti^Qc  of  Fielding,  as  we  fhall  find  he  afterwards  did. 

Johnibn's  partiality  for  Savage  made  him  entertain  no  doubt  of  his  ftory, 
however  extraordinary  and  improbable.  It  never  occurred  to  him  to  queftion 
his  being  the  fon  of  the  Countefs  of  Macclesfield,  of  whofe  unrelenting  bar- 
barity he  fo  loudly  complained,  and  the  particulars  of  which  are  related  in  fo 
ftrong  and  afiefting  a  manner  in  Johnfon's  life  of  him.  Johnfon  was  certainly 
well  warranted  in  publifhing  his  narrative,  However  ofFenfive  it  might  be  to 
the  Lady  and  her  relations,  becaufe  her  alledged  unnatural  and  cruel  condudt  to 
her  fon,  and  Ihameful  avowal  of  guilt,  were  ftated  in  a  life  of  Savage  now 
lying  before  me,  which  came  out  fo  early  as  1727,  and  no  attempt  had  been 
made  to  confute  it,  or  to  punifti  the  authour  or  printer  as  a  libeller  :  but,  for 
the  honour  of  human  nature,  we  (hould  be  glad  to  find  the  fhocking  tale  not 
true  i  and>  from  a  refpeftablc  gentleman  connected  with  the  Lady's  family,  I 
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1 744.     have  received  fuch  information  and  remarks,  as  joined  to  my  own  inquiries, 
IStatllT^  wi^^>  ^  think,  render  it  at  leaft  fomewhat  doubtful,  efpecially  when  we  con- 
fider  that  it  muft  have  originated  from  the  perfon  himfelf  who  went  by  the 
name  of  Richard  Savage. 

V  the  maxim  falfum  in  unoy  faljum  in  omnibus^  were  to  be  received  without 
qualification,  the  credit  of  Savage's  narrative,  as  conveyed  to  us,  would  be 
annihilated;  for  it  contams  fome  affertions  which,    beyond  a  queftion,  arc 

not  true. 

I .  In  order  to  induce  a  belief  that  Earl  Rivers,  on  account  of  a  criminal 

connexion  with  whom.  Lady  Macclesfield  is  faid  to  have  been  divorced  fron> 
her  hufband,  by  Aft  of  Parliament  %  had  a  peculiar  anxiety  about  the  child 
which  fhe  bore  to  him,  it  is  allcdged,  that  his  Lordihip  gave  him  his  own 
name,  and  had  it  duly  recorded  in  the  regifter  of  St.  Andrew*s,  Holborn, 
1  have  carefi]lly  inlpefted  that  regifter,  but  no  fuch  entry  is  to  be  found. 

1.  It  is  ftated,  that,  "  Lady  Macclesfield  having  lived  for  fome  time  upon 
very  uneafy  terms  with  her  hu/band,  thought  a  publick  confeffion  of  adultery 
the  moft  obvious  and  expeditious  method  of  obtaining  her  liberty ;"  and 
Johnfon,  affuming  this  to  be  true,  ftigmatifes  her  with  indignation^  as  "  the 
wretch  who  had,  without  fcruple,  proclaimed  herfelf  an  adulterefs/'  But  I 
have  perufed  the  Journals  of  both  houfes  of  Parliament  at  the  period  of  her 
divorce,  and  there  find  it  authentically  afcertained,  that  fo  far  from  voluntarily 
fubmitting  to  thf  ignominious  charge  of  adultery,  fhe  made  a  ftrenuous 
defence  by  her  Counfel;  the  bill  having  been  firft  moved  i5th  January,  1697, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  proceeded  on,  (with  various  applications  for  time 
to  bring  up  witnefles  at  a  diftance,  &c.)  at  intet^als,,  till  the  3d  of  March, 
when  it  pafled.  It  was  brought  to  the  Commons,  by  a  meflage  from  the 
Lords,  the  5  th  of  March,  proceeded  on  the  7  th,  loth,  i  ith,  14th,  and  15  th, 
on  which  day,  after  a  fijU  examination  of  wime0es  on  both  fides,  and  hearing 
of  Counfel,  it  was  reported  without  amendments,  pafled,  and  carried  to  the 
Lords. 

That  Lady  Macclesfield  was  convifted  of  the  crime  of  which  Ihe  was 
accufed,  cannot  be  denied ;  but  the  queftion  now  is,  whether  the  perfon 
calling  himfelf  Richard  Savage  was  her  fon. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  when  Earl  Rivers  was  dying,  and  anxious  to  provide 
for  all  his  natural  children,  he  was  inforn^ed  by  Lady  Macclesfield  that  her 
fon  by  him  was  dead.  Whether,  then,  Ihall  we  believe  that  this  ^was  a 
malignant  lie,  invented  by  a  mother  to  prevent  her  own  child  from  receiving 

*  1697. 
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the  bounty  of  his  .fether,  which  was  accordingly  the  confequence,  if  the  perfon      '74>i* 

whofe  life  Johnfon  wrote,  was  her  fon  i  or  Ihall  we  not  rjither  believe  that  the  ^ut'  3  c! 

perfon  who  then  affumed  the  name  of  Richard  Savage  was  ^  impoftor,  being 

in  reality  the  fon  of  the  fhoemaker,  under  whofe  wife's  care  Lady  Macclesfield's 

child  was  placed  -,  that  after  the  death  of  the  real  Richard  Savage,  he  attempled 

to  perfonate  him,  and  that  the  fraud  being  known  to  Lady  Macclesfield,  he 

was  therefore  repulfed  by  her  with  juft  refentment. 

There  is  a  ftrong  circumftance  in  fupport  of  the  laft  fuppofition,  though  it  has 
been  mentioned  as  an  aggravation  of  Lady  Macclesfield's  unnatural  conduft, 
and  that  is,  her  having  prevented  him  from  obtaining  the  benefit  of  a  legacy 
left  to  him  by  Mrs.  Lloyd  his  god-mother.  For  if  there  was  fuch  a  legacy 
lefi:,  his  not  being  able  to  obtain  payment  of  it,  muft  be  imputed  to  his  con- 
fcioufnefs  that  he  was  not  the  real  perfon.  The  juft  inference  fhould  be,  that 
by  the  death  of  Lady  Macclesfield's  child  before  its  god-mother,  the  legacy 
became  lapfed,  and  therefore  that  Johnfon's  Richard  Savage  was  an  impoftor. 
If  he  had  a  title  to  the  legacy,  he  could  not  have  found  any  difficulty  in 
recovering  it ;  for  had  the  executors  refifted  his  claim,  the  whole  cofts,  as 
well  as  the  legacy,  muft  have  been  paid  by  them,  if  he  had  been  the  child  to 
whom  it  was  given. 

The  talents  of  Savage,  and  the  mingled  fire,  rudenefs,  pride,  mean- 
nefs,  and  ferocity  of  his  charafter'*,  concur  in  making  it  credible  that  he 
was  fit  to  plan  and  carry  on  an  ambitious  and  daring  fcheme  of  impof- 
ture,  fimilar  inftances  of  which  have  not  been  wanting  in  higher  ipheres, 
in  the  hiftory  of  difierent  countries,  and  have  had  a  confiderable  degree  of 
fuccefs. 

Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  companion  of  Johnfon,  (who  through 
whatever  medium  he  was  conveyed  into  this  world, — be  it  ever  fo  doubtful 
"  To  whom  related,  or  by  whom  begot,"  was,  unqueftionably,  a  man  of  no 
common  endowments,)  we  muft  allow  the  weight  of  general  repute  as  to  his 
Sfafus  or  parentage,  though  illicit ;  and  fuppofing  him  to  be  an  impoftor,  it 
feems  ftrange  that  Lord  Tyrconnel,  the  nephew  of  Lady  Macclesfield,  Ihould 

♦  Johnfon's  companion  appears  to  have  pcrfuadcd  that  lofty-minded  man,  that  he  refembled  him 
in  having  a  noble  pride  ;  for  Johnfon,  after  painting  in  ftrong  colours  the  quarrel  between  Ix)rd 
Tyrconnel  and  Savage,  aflerts  that  "  the  fpirit  of  Mr.  Savage,  indeed,  never  fuffcred  him  to 
folicit  a  reconciliation ;  he  returned  reproach  for  reproach,  and  infult  for  infult."  But  the  rcfpecl- 
able  gentleman  to  w^hom  I  have  alluded,  has  in  his  poffeiTion  a  letter  from  Savage,  after  Lord 
Tyrconnel  had  difcarded  him,  addreffed  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Gilbert,  his  Lordlhip's  Chaplain, 
in  which  he  lequefts  him,  in  the  humbleft  maimer,  to  reprefent  his  cafe  to  the  Earl. 

'   patronifc 
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"744-  patronife  him,  and  even  admit  him  as  a  gueft  in  his  family  ^  Laftly,  it  muft 
iEtat.  tc.  ^^^^  appear  very  fuipicious,  that  three  different  accounts  of  the  Life  of 
Richard  Savage,  one  publilhcd  in  "  The  Plain  Dealer,"  in  1724,  another 
in  1727,  and  Another  by  the  powerful  pen  of  Johnfon,  in  1749,  and  all  of 
them  while  Lady  Macclesfield  was  alive,  Ihould,  notwithftanding  the  fevcrc 
attacks  upon  her,  have  been  fufFered  to  pafs  without  any  publick  and  efFe(5hjal 
contradi£tion. 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  ilim  up  the  evidence  upon  the  cafe,  as  fairly  as 
I  can ;  and  the  refult  fcems  to  be,  that  the  world  muft  vibrate  in  a  ftate  of 
uncertainty  as  to  what  was  the  truth. 

This  digreffion,  I  truft,  will  not  be  cenfured,  as  it  relates  to  a  matter 
exceedingly  curious,  and  very  intimately  connefted  with  Johnfon,  both  as  a 
man  and  an  authour  ^ 

He  this  year  wrote  the  "  Preface  to  the  Harleian  Mifcellany,*"  The  feleftion 
of  the  pamphlets  of  which  it  was  compofed  was  made  by  Mr.  Oldys,  a  man 
of  eager  curiofity  and  indefatigable  diligence,  who  firft  exerted  that  Ipirit  of 

3  Trafting  to  Savage^s  information^  Johnfon  reprefents  this  unhappy  man's  being  recei\red  as  a 
companion  by  Lord  Tyrcoond^  and  penfioned  by  his  Lordihip^  as  i^pofteriour  to  Savage's  con- 
vifUon  and  pardon.  But  I  am  afTured,  that  Savage  had  received  the  voluntary  bounty  of  Lord 
,  Tyrconnd,  and  had  been  difmiiTed  by  him  long  before  the  murder  was  committed^  and  that  hi» 
Lordlhip  was  very  inftrumental  in  procuring  Savage's  pardon,  by  his  interceflion  with  the  Queen* 
through  Lady  Hertford.  If,  therefore,  he  had  been  defirous  of  preventing  any  publication  by 
Savage,  he  would  have  left  him  to  his  fate.  Indeed  I  muft  obferve,  that  although  Johnibo^S^n. 
tions  that  Lord  Tyrconnel's  patronage  of  Savage  was  <<  upon  his  promife  to  lay  afide  his  defign 
of  expofing  the  cruelty  of  his  mother,"  the  great  biographer  has  forgotten  that  he  himfelf  has 
mentioned,  that  Savage's  ftory  had  bfcen  told  feveral  years  before  in  "  The  Plain  Dealer,*'  from 
which  he  quotes  this  ftrong  faying  of  the  generous  Sir  Richard  Steele,  that  "  the  inhumanity  of 
his  mother  had  given  him  a  right  to  find  every  good  man  his  father."  At  the  fame  time  it  muft 
be  ncknowledged,  that  Lady  Macclesfield  and  her  relations  might  ftill  wifh  that  her  ftory  ihould 
sot  be  brought  into  more  confpicuous  notice  by  the  fatirical  pen  of  Savage. 

^  Mift  Mafon,  after  having  forfeited  the  title  of  Lady  Macclesfield  by  divorce,  was  married 
to  Colonel  Brett,  and,  it  is  faid,  was  well  known  in  all  the  polite  circles.  Colley  Cibber,  I  am 
informed^  had  fo  high  an  opinion  of  her  tafte  and  judgement  as  to  genteel  life  and  manners,  that 
he  fubmitted  every  fcene  of  hia  ••  Carclefs  Hufl>and,"  to  Mrs.  Brett's  revifal  and  correction. 
Colonel  Brett  was  reported  to  be  too  free  in  his  gallantly  with  his  Lady's  maid.  Mrs.  Brett  came 
into  a  room  one  day  in  her  own  houfe,  and  found  the  Colonel  and  her  maid  both  faft  afleep  in 
two  chain.  She  tied  a  white  handkerchief  .round  her  hufband's  neck,  which  was  a  fufficient  proof 
diat  (he  had  difcovered  his  intrigue ;  but  flie  never  at  any  time  took  notice  of  it  to  him.  This 
incident^  as  I  am  told,  gave  occafion  to  the  weII*wrought  fcene  of  Sir  Charles  and  Lady  Eafy  and 
Edging. 

3  *  inquiry 
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inqiriry  into  the  literature  of  the  old  Englifh  Writers,  by  which  the  works  of 
our  great  dramatick  poet  have  of  late  been  fo  fignally  illuftrated. 

In  1745  he  publiftied  a  pamphlet  entided  *^  Mifcellaneous  Obfervarions  on 
the  Tragedy  of  Macbeth,  with  Remarks  on  Sir  T..  H's  (Sir  Thomas 
Hanmer's)  Edition  of  Shaklpeare.*'*  To  which  he  affixed,  pfropofals  for  a 
new  edition  of  that  poet. 

As  we  do  not  trace  any  thing  elfe  publifhed  by  him  during  the  courfe  of 
this  year,  we  may  conje&ure  that  he  was  occupied  entirely  with  that  work* 
But  the  litde  encouragement  which  was  given  by  the  publick  to  his  anony- 
mous propofals  for  the  execution  of  a  talk  which  Warburton  was  known  to 
have  undertaken,  probably  damped  his  ardour*  His  pamphlet,  however, 
was  highly  efteemed,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  the  approbation 
even  of  the  fupercilious  Warburton  himfelf^  who,  in  the  Preface  to  his 
Shakfpeare  publifhed  two  years  afterwards,  thus  mentioned  it :  ^'  As  to  all 
thofe  things  which  have  been  publifhed  under  the  titles  of  Effa^^s,  Remarks, 
Obfervaiiens^  &c.  on  Shakfpeare,  if  you  except  fbme  critical  notes  on  Macbedi, 
given  as  a  fpecimen  of  a  projcdted  edition,  and  written,  as  appears,  by  a  man 
of  parts  and  genius,  the  refl:  are  abfbluteiy  below  a  fcrious  notice." 

Of  this  flattering  diflindion  fhewn  to  him  by  Warburton,  a  very  grateful 
remembrance  was  ever  entertained  by  Johnfbn,  who  laid,  "  He  praifed  me 
at  a  time  when  praife  was  of  value  to  me." 

In  1 746  it  is  probable  that  he  was  fiill  employed  upon  his  Shakfpeare,  which  '74^ 
perhaps  he  laid  afide  for  a  time,  upon  account  of  the  high  expeftations 
which  were  formed  of  Warburton's  edition  of  that  great  poet.  It  is  fbmewhat 
curious,  that  his  literary  career  appears  to  have  been  almofl  totally  fufpended 
in  the  years  1745  and  1746,  thofe  years  which  were  marked  by  a  civil  war 
in  Great-Britain,  when  a  rafh  attempt  was  made  to  reftore  the  Houfe  of 
Stuart  to  the  throne.  That  he  had  a  tendernefs  for  that  unfortunate  Houfe, 
is  well  known;  and  fome  may  fancifully  imagine,  that  a  fympathethick 
anxiety  impeded  the  exertion  of  his  intellectual  powers :  but  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  that  he  was,  during  this  time,  fketching  the  oudines  of  his  great  philo* 
logical  work. 

None  of  his  letters  during  thofe  years  are  extant,  fo  far  as  I  can  difcover. 
This  is  much  to  be  regretted.  It  might  afford  fome  entertainment  to  fee 
how  he  then  exprefled  himfelf  to  his  private  friends,  concerning  ftate  affairs. 
Dr.  Adams  informs  me,  that  "  at  this  time  a  favourite  objeft  which  he  had 
in  contemplation  was  *  The  Life  of  Alfred,*  in  which,  from  the  warmth  with 

which 
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X747*      which  he  fpoke  about  it,  he  would,    I  believe,  had  he  been  matter  of  his 
^j^j"    g'  own  will,  Imve  engaged  himfelf,  rather  than  on  any  other  fubjeft." 

In  1747  it  is  fuppofed  that  the  Gendeman's  Magazine  for  May  was  enriched 
by  him  with  five  fhort  poetical  pieces,  diftinguifhed  by  three  afterifks.  The 
firft  is  a  tranflation,  or  rather  a  paraphrafe,  of  a  Latin  Epitaph  on  Sir  Thomas 
Hanmer.  Whether  the  Ladn  was  his,  or  not,  I  have  never  heard,  though  I 
Ihould  think  it  probably  was,  if  it  be  certain  that  he  wrote  the  Englilh ;  as 
to  which  my  only  caufe  of  doubt  is,  that  his  flighting  charader  of  Hanmer 
as  an  editor,  in  his  '^  Obfervations  on  Macbeth,"  is  very  different  from  that  in 
the  Epitaph.  It  may  be  faid,  that  there  is  the  fame  contrariety  between  the 
character  in  the  Obfervations,  and  that  in  his  own  Preface  to  Shaklpeare ;  but 
a  confiderable  time  elapled  between  the  one  publication  and  the  other,  whereas 
the  Obfervations  and  the  Epitaph  came  clofe  together.    The  others  are,  "  To 

Mifs 3  on  her  giving  the  Authour  a  gold  and  filk  net-work  Purfe  of 

her  own  weaving;"  *'  Stella  in  Mourning;"  *^  The  Winter's  Walk;"  '«  An 
Ode ;"  and,  "  To  Lyce,  an  elderly  Lady."  I  am  not  pofitive  that  all  thefe 
were  his  produftions ;  but  as  "  The  Winter's  Walk,"  has  never  been  con- 
troverted to  be  his,  and  all  of  them  have  the  fame  mark,  it  is  reafonable 
to  conclude  that  they  are  all  written  by  the  fame  hand.  Yet  to  the  Ode, 
in  which  we  find  a  paflage  very  charafteriftick  of  him,  being  a  learned  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  gout. 

Unhappy,  whom  to  beds  of  pain 
Arthritick  tyranny  configns ;" 

there  is  the  following  note :  "  The  authour  being  ill  of  the  gout:"  but  Johi^fon 
was  not  attacked  with  that  diftemper  till  at  a  very  late  period  of  his  life. 
May  not  this,  however,  be  a  poetical  fiftion  ?  Why  may  not  a  poet  fuppofe 
himfelf  to  have  the  gout,  as  well  as  fuppofe  himfelf  to  be  in  love,  of  which 
we  have  innumerable  inftances,  and  which  has  been  admirably -ridiculed  by 
Johnfon  in  his  "  Life  of  Cowley  ?"  I  have  alfo  fome  difficulty  to  believe 
that  he  could  produce  fuch  a  group  of  conceits  as  appear  in  the  verfes  to 
Lyce,  in  which  he  claims  for  this  ancient  perfonage  as  good  a  right  to  be  affimi- 
lated  to  heaven^  as  nymphs  whom  other  poets  have  flattered ;  he  therefore 
ironically  afcribes  to  her  the  attributes  of  the  Jky^  in  fuch  ftanzas  as  this ; 

Her  teeth  the  night  with  darknejs  dies. 
She's  Jiarr'd  with  pimples  o'er ; 
**  Her  tongue  like  nimble  lightning  plies, 
"  And  can  with  thunder  roan"' 

But 
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But  as  at  a  very  advanced  age  he  could  condefcend  to  trifle  in  namBy  patnby^     ^1^7* 
rhymes  to  pleafe  Mrs.  Thrale  and  her  daughter,  he  may  have,  in  his  earlier  ^xzu  38. 
years,  compofed  luch  a  piece  as  this. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  in  this  firft  edition  of  "  The  Winter's  Walk,"  the 
concluding  line  is  much  more  Johnfonian  than  it  was  afterwards  printed  j  for  in 
fubfequent  editions  after  praying  Stella  to  "  fnatch  him  to  her  arms,"  he  fays, 

^^  And  fiield  me  f/om  the  ills  of  life." 

Whereas  in  the  firft  edition  it  is 

"  And  bide  me  from  xht  Jight  of  life." 

A  horrour  at  life  in  general  is  more  confonant  with  Johnfon's  habituaf  gloomy 
caft  of  thought. 

I  have  heard  him  repeat  with  great  energy  the  following  verfes,  which 
appeared  in  the  Gendeman's  Magazine  for  April  this  year  i  but  I  have  no 
authority  to  fay  they  were  his  own.  Indeed  one  of  the  beft  criticks  of  our 
age  fuggefts  to  me,  that  the  word  indifferently  being  ufed  in  the  fenfe  of 
without  concern,  renders  it  improbable  that  they  fliould  have  been  his  com- 
ppfirion. 

On  Lord  Lovat*s  Execution. 

*'  Pity'd  by  gentle  minds  Kilmarnock  died  5 
*'  The  bravcj  Balmerino,  were  on  thy  fide; 
^^  Radcliffe,  unhappy  in  his  crimes  of  youth, 
*'  Steady  in  what  he  ftill  miftook  for  truth, 
^'  Beheld  his  death  fo  decendy  unmov'd, 
**  The  /oft  lamented,  and  the  brave  approved* 
*^  But  Lovat's  fate  indifFerendy  we  view. 

True  to  no  Kingy  to  no  religion  true : 

No  fair  forgets  the  ruin  he  has  done ; 
*^  No  child  laments  the  tyrant  of  his /on  i 
*'  No  iory  pities,  thinking  what  he  was ; 

No  whig  compaflions,  for  he  left  the  cau/e ; 

The  trove  regret  not,  for  he  was  not  brave ; 

The  hone^  mourn  not,  knowing  him  a  knave  * ! " 

This 

•  Thcfc  vcrfcs  arc  fomewhat  too  fcverc  on  the  extraordinary  pcrfon  who  is  the  chief  figure  in 
dieni^  for  he  was  undoubtedly  brave.    His  pleafantry  during  his  folemn  trial  (in  which,  by  the 

O  way. 
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»747-  This  year  his  old  pupil  and  friend,  David  Garrick,  having  become  joint 

^JJ^TTs.^P^'^^^^  ^^^  manager  of  Drury-lane  theatre,  Johnfon  honoured  his  opening  of 
it  with  a  Prologue,*  which  for  juft  and  manly  dfamatick  criticilhi,  on  the  whole 
range  of  the  Englilh  ftage,  as  weU  as  for  poetical  excellence,  is  unrivalled. 
Like  the  celebrated  Epilogue  to  the  '*  Diftreffed  Mother,"  it  was,  during  the 
feafon>  often  called  for  by  the  audience.  The  moft  ftriking  and  brilliant 
paflages  of  it  have  been  fo  often  repeated,  and  are  fo  well  recoUefted  by  all 
the  lovers  of  the  drama  and  of  poetry,  that  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  point 
them  out.  In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  December  this  year,  he  infertcd 
an  "  Ode  on  Winter,"  which  is,  I  think,  an  admirable  Ipecimen  of  his  genius 
for  lyrick  poetry. 

But  the  year  1747  is  diftingmfhcd  as  the  epoch,  when  Johnlbn*s  arduous 
and  important  work,  his  Dictionary  of  the  English  Langitage,  was 
announced  to  the  world,  by  the  publication  of  its  Plan  or  ProfpeSus. 

How  long  this  immenle  undertaking  had  been  the  objedt  of  his  contem- 
plation, I  do  not  know.  I  once  afked  him'  by  what  means  he  had  attained 
to  that  aftonifhing  knowledge  of  our  language,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to 
realiie  a  defign  of  fuch  extent,  and  accumulated  difficulty.  He  toH  me,  that 
"  it  was  not  the  effeft  of  particular  ftudy  j  but  that  it  had  grown  up  in  his 
mind  infenfibly."  I  have  been  informed  by  Mr.  James  Dodfley,  that  feveral 
years  before  this  period,  when  Johnfon  was  one  day  fitting  in  his  brother 
Robert's  Ihop,  he  heard  his  brother  fuggeft  to  him,  that  a  Dictionary  of  the 
Englifh  Language  would  be  a  work  that  would  be  well  received  by  the 
publick ;  that  Johnfon  feemed  at  firft  to  catch  at  the  propofition,  but,  after  a 
paufe,  faid,  in  his  abrupt  decifive  manner,  **  I  believe  I  ihall  not  undertake 
it."  That  he,  however,  had  beftowed  much  thought  upon  the  fubjedl,  before 
he  publifhed  his  "  Plan,"  is  evident  from  the  enlarged,  clear,  and  accurate 
views  which  it  exhibits ;  and  we  find  him  mentioning  in  that  trad,  that  many 
of  the  writers  whofe  teftimonies  were  to  be  produced  as  authorities,  were 
feledted  by  Pope,  which  proves  that  he  had  been  fomiihed,  probably  by 
Mr.  Robert  Dodfley,  with  whatever  hints  that  eminent  poet  had  contributed 

way,  I  have  heard  Mr.  David  Hume  obfervc,  that  we  have  one  of  the  very  few  fpeeches  of  Mr. 
Murray,  now  Earl  of  Mansfield,  authentically  given)  was  very  remarkable.  When  aOced  if  he 
had  any  queftions  to  put  to  Sir  Everard  Fawkener,  who  was  one  of  the  (Irongefl  witoefles  againft 
him,  he  anfwered,  "  I  only  wifti  him  joy  of  his  young  wife."  And  after  fentence  of  death  in 
the  horrible  terms  in  cafes  of  treafon  was  pronounced  upon  him,  and  he  was  retiring  from  the  bar» 
he  faid,  **  Fare  you  weU,  my  Lords,  we  (hall  not  all  meet  again  in  one  place."  He  behaved  with 
perfeA  compofure  at  his  execution,  and  called  out  *'  Dulce  </  dtcorum  efi  prapatrid  moriJ* 

.  towards 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

towards  a  great  literary  proje£b>  that  had  been  the  iubjeft  of  important  con^ 
fideration  in  a  former  reign. 

The  bookfellers  who  contracted  with  Johnfon,  fingle  and  unaided,  for  the 
execution  of  a  worl^  which  in  other  countries  has  not  been  efFefted  but  'by 
the  co-operating  exertions  of  many,  were  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley,  Mr.  Charles 
Hitch,  Mr.  Andrew  Millar,  the  two  Meffieurs  Longman,  and  the  two 
Meilieurs  Knapton.  The  price  ftipulated  was  fifteen  hundred  and  ieventy-five 
pounds. 

The  «  Plan''  ^as  addrefTed  to  Philip  Dormer,  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  then 
one  of  his  Majeily's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  «  nobleman  who  was  very 
ambitious  of  literary  difKnftion,  and  who,  upon  being  informed  of  the  defign, 
had  expreiied  himlelf  in  terms  very  favour^le  to  its  iuccefs.  There  is, 
perhaps,  in  every  thing  of  any  confequence,  a  fecret  hiftory  which  it  would 
be  amufing  to  know,  could  we  have  it  authenticaUy  communicated.  Johnibn 
told  me ',  "  Sir,  the  way  in  which  the  Plan  of  my  Dictionary  came  to  be 
infcribed  to  Lord  Chefterfield,  was  this :  I  had  neglected  to  write  it  by  the 
time  appointed.  Dodfley  fuggefted  a  defire  to  have  it  addrefTed  to  Lord 
Chefterfield.  I  laid  hold  of  this  as  a  pretext  for  delay,  that  it  might  be  better 
done,  and  let  Dodfley  have  his  defire.  1  faid  to  my  friend  Dr.  Bathurftf 
*  Now  if  any  good  comes  of  my  addrefllng  to  Lord  Chefterfield,  it  will  be 
afcribed  to  deep  policy,  when,  in  fa£t,  it  was  only  a  cafual  excufe  for 
lazinefa.'* 

It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  the  "  Plan**  has  not  only  the  fubflantial 
merit  of  comprehenfion,  perfpicuity,  and  precifion,  but  that  the  language  of  it 
is  unexceptionably  excellent,  it  being  altogether  fi*ee  from  that  inflation  of  ftylc, 
-and  thofe  uncommon  but  apt  and  energetick  words,  which  in  fome  of  his 
writings  have  been  cenlured  with  more  petulance  than  juftice ;  and  never  was 
there  a  more  dignified  ftrain  of  compliment,  than  that  in  which  he  courts  the 
attention  of  one  whom  he  had  been  perluaded  to  believe  would  be  a  reipeft* 
able  patron. 

**  With  regard  to  queftions  of  purity  or  propriety,  (fays  he)  I  was  once  in 
doubt  whether  I  Ihould  not  attribute  to  myfdf  too  much  in  attemptmg  to  decide 
them,  and  whether  my  province  was  to  extend  l)eyond  the  propofidon  of  the 
queftion,  and  the  difplay  of  the  fuffiages  on  each  fide;  but  I  have  been  fince 
determined  by  your  Lordfliip's  opinion,  to  interpofe  my  own  judgement,  and 
Ihall  therefore  endeavour  to  fupport  what  appears  to  me  moft  confonant  to 

3  September  22,  ijjj,  going  from  Aihboame  inDerbyfiiire>  to  fee  Iflam* 

O  2  granunar 
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1747'     grammar  and  reafbn.    Aufbnius  thought  that  modefly  forbade  him  to  plead 
SKtCii.  inability  for  a  tafk  to  which  Casfar  had  judged  him  equal : 

*  Cur  me  pojfe  negem  pojfe  quod  ilk  put  at  ?  \ 

And  I  may  hope,  my  Lord,  that  fince  you,  whofe  authority  in  our  lat^guage 
is  fb  generally  acknowledged,  have  commiflioned  me  to  declare  my  own 
opinion,  I  (hall  be  confidered  as  exercifing  a  kind  of  vicarious  jurifdiftipn, 
and  that  the  power  which  might  have  been  denied  to  my  own  claim,  will  be 
readily  allowed  me  as  the  delegate  of  your  Lordihip,'* 

This  paflage  proves,  that  Johnfon's  addrefling  his  "  Plan  "  to  Lord  Chefter- 
field  was  not  merely  in  confcquence  of  the  refult  of  a  report  by  means  of 
Dodfley,  that  the  Earl  favoured  the  defign ;  but  that  there  had  been  a  par- 
ticular communication  with  his  Lordihip  concerning  it.  Dr.  Taylor  told  me, 
that  Johnfon  fent  his  "  Plan"  to  him  in  manufcript,  for  his  perufal;  and 
that  when  it  was  lying  upon  his  table,  Mr.  William  Whitehead  happened  to 
pay  him  a  vifit,  and  being  fliewn  it,  was  highly  pleafed  with  fuch  parts  of  it  as 
he  had  time  to  read,  and  begged  to  take  it  home  with  him,  which  he  was 
allowed  to  do ;  that  from  him  it  got  into  the  hands  of  a  noble  Lord,  wha 
carried  it  to  Lord  Chefterfield.  When  Taylor  obferved  this  might  be  an 
advantage,  Johnfon  replied,  "  No,  Sir  j  it  would  have  come  out  with  more 
bloom,  if  it  had  not  been  feen  before  by  any  body." 

The  opinion  conceived  of  it  by  another  noble  authour,  appears  from  the 
following  extrad  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Orrery  to  Dr.  Birch ;. 

*•  Calcdon,  Dec,  30,  1747. 

"  1  HAVE  ]v&.  now  feen  the  Ipecimen  of  Mr.  Johnfon's  Diftionary^ 
addrefled  to  Lord  Cheflerfield.  I  am  much  pleafed  with  the  plan,  and  I 
think  the  fpecimen  is  one  of  the  beft  that  I  have  ever  read.  Moft  Ipecimens 
difguft,  rather  than  prejudice  us  in  favour  of  the  work  to  follow  i  but  the 
language  of  Mr.  Johnfon's  is  good,  and  the  arguments  are  properly  and 
modefUy  exprefled.  However,  fome  expreflions  may  be  cavilled  at,  but 
they  are  trifles.  I'll  mention  one.  The  barren  LaureL  The  laurel  is  not 
barren,  in  any  fenfe  whatever ;  it  bears  firuits  and  flowers.  Sed  ha  funt  nuga^. 
and  1  have  great  expeftations  from  the  perforihance  \" 

That  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  arduous  nature  of  the  undertaking,  he 
acknowledges,  and  fhews  himfelf  perfectly  fenfible  of  it  in  the  conclufion  of  his 

*  Birch.  MSS.  Brit.  Muf.  4303, 

«  Plans'^ 
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'*  Plan;*'  but  h^  had  a  noble  confcioufiicfs  of  his  own  abilities,  which  enabled 
him  to  go  on  with  undaunted  Ipirit. 

Dr.  Adams  foimd  him  one  day  bufy  at  his  Didtionary,  when  the  foUowmg 
dialogue  enfued.  ^'  Adams.  This  is  a  great  work.  Sir.  How  are  you  to  get- 
all  the  etymologies  ?  Johnson.  Why,  Sir,  here  is  a  fhclf  with  Junius,  and 
Skinner,  and  others  -,  and  there  is  a  Welch  gendeman  who  has  publiihed  a 
coUeffcion  of  Welch  proverbs,  who  will  help  me  with  the  Welch.  Adams. 
But,  Sir,  how  can  you  do  this  in  three  years  ?  Johnson.  Sir,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  I  can  do  it  in  three  years.  Adams.  But  the  French  Academy, 
which  confifts  of  forty  members,  took  forty  years  to  compile  their  Didlionary, 
Johnson.  Sir,  thus  it  is.  This  is  the  proj)ortion.  Let  me  feej  .forty  times 
forty  is  fixteen  hundred.  As  three  to  fixteen  hundred,  fo  is  the  proportion  of 
an  Englifhman  to  a  Frenchman."  With  fo  much  eafe  and  pleafantry  could 
he  talk  of  diat  prodigious  labour  which  he  had  undertaken  to  execute. 

The  publick  has  had,  from  another  pen,  a  long  detail  of  what '  had  been 
done  in  this  country  by  prior  Lexicographers,  and  no  doubt  Johnfon  was  wife 
to  avail  himfelf  of  them,  fo  far  as  they  went;,;  but  the  learned,  yet  judicious 
rcfearch  of  etymology,  the  various,  yet  accurate  difplay  of  definition,  and  the^ 
rich  colleftion  of  authorities,  were  rcferved  for  the  fupcriour  mind  of  our 
great  philologift.  For  the  mechanical  part,  he  employed,  as  he  told  me,  fix 
amanuenfes ;  and  let  it  be  remembered  by  the  natives  of  North-Britain,  to 
whom  Ae  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  fo  hoftUe,  that  five  of  them  were  of  that 
country.  There  were  two  Meflieurs  Macbean ;  Mr.  Shiels,  the  writer  of  the 
Lives  of  the  Poets  to  which  the  name  of  Gibber  is  affixed  j  Mr.  Stewart,. 
fon  of  Mr.  George  Stewart,  bookfeller  at  Edinburgh ;  and,,  a  Mr.  Maitland.^ 
The  fixth  of  thefe  humble  afliftants  was  Mr.  Peyton,  who,  I  believe,  taught 
French,  and  publiflied  fome  elementary  trafts. 

_  To  all  thefe  painfiil  labourers,  Johnfon  fliewed  a  never-ceafing  kindnefs, 
fo  far  as  they  flood  in  need  of  it.  The  elder  Mr.  Macbean  had  afterwards 
the  honour  of  being  Librarian  to  Archibald,  Duke  of  Argyle,  for  many  years, 
but  was  left  without  a  fhilling.  Johnfon  wrote  for  him  a  Preface  to  "  A  Syflem 
of  ancient  Geography  j"  and,  by  the  favour  of  Lord  Thurlow,  got  him 
admitted  a  poor  brother  of  the  Charterhoufc.  For  Shiels,  who  died  of  a 
.  confumption,  he  had  much  tendernefs ;  and  it  has  been  thought  that  fome 
choice  fentences  in  the  Lives  of  the  Poets  were  fupplied  by  him.  Peyton,, 
when  reduced  to  penury,  had  frequent  aid  from  the  bounty  of  Johnfon,  who 
at  lafl  was  at  the  expence  of  burying  both  him  and  his  wife, 

4  While 


loz 


/ 


tot  THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

While  the  Diftionary  was  going  forward,  Johnfon  lived  part  of  the  time  in 
Holbom,  part  in  Gough-fquare,  Flcet-ftreet ;  and  he  had  an  upper  room  fit- 
ted up  like  a  counting-houfe  for  the  purpofe,  in  which  he  gave  to  the  copyifts 
their  feveral  taflcs.  The  words,  partly  taken  from  other  diftionaries,  and 
partly  llipplied  by  himfeli^  having  been  firft  written  down  with  Ipaces  left 
between  them,  he  delivered  in  writing  their  etymologies,  definitions,  and 
various  fignifications.  The  authorities  were  copied  from  the  books  them- 
felves,  in  wHch  he  had  marked  the  paffages  with  a  black-lead  pencil,  the 
traces  of  which  could  ealily  be  effaced,  I  have  feen  feveral  of  them,  in 
which  that  trouble  had  not  been  taken ;  fo  that  they  were  juft  as  when  ufed 
by  the  copyifb.  It  is  remarkable,  that  he  was  fo  attentive  in  the  choice  of 
the  paflages  in  which  words  were  authorifed,  that  one  may  read  page  after 
page  of  his  Didionary  with  improvement  and  pleafure ;  and  it  fhould  not 
pafs  unobferved,  that  he  has  quoted  no  authour  whofe  writings  had  a  tendency 
to  hurt  found  religion  and  morality. 

The  necelTary  expence  of  preparing  a  work  of  fiich  magnitude  for  the  preis, 
muft  have  been  a  conliderable  dedufbion  from  the  price  ftipulated  to  be  paid 
for  the  copy-right.  I  underftand  that  nothing  was  allowed  by  the  bookfeU^^ 
on  that  account  i  and  I  remember  his  telling  me,  that  a  large  portion  of  it 
Slaving,  by  miflake,  been  written  upon  both  fides  of  the  paper,  fo  as  to  be 
inconvenient  for  the  compofitor,  it  coft  him  twenty  pounds  to  have  it 
tranfcribed  upon  one  fide  only. 

He  is  now  to  be  confidered  as  "  tugging  at  his  oar,**  as  engaged  in  a  fleady 
continued  courfe  of  occupation,  fufficient  to  employ  all  his  time  for  fome 
years,  and  which  was  the  beft  preventive  of  that  conftitutional  melancholy 
which  was  ever  lurking  about  him,  ready  to  trouble  his  quiet.  But  his 
enlarged  and  lively  mind  could  not  be  fatisfied  without  more  diverfity  of 
employment,  and  the  plealiire  of  animated  relaxation.  He  therefore  not  only 
exerted  his  talents  in  occafional  compofition  very  different  from  Lexicography, 
but  formed  a  club  in  Ivy-lane,  Paternofter-row,  with  a  view  to  enjoy  literary 
difcuflion,  and  amufe  his  evening  hours.  The  members  aflbciated  with  him 
in  this  little  fociety  were  his  beloved  friend  Dr.  Richard  Bathurft,  Mr. 
Hawkefworth,  afterwards  well  known  by  his  writings,  Mr.  John  Hawkins,  an 
attorney  %  and  a  few  others  of  different  profeflions. 

In 

'  He  was  afterwards  for  feveral  years  Chairman  of  the  Middkfex  Juftices,  suid  upon  occafipn 
of  prefenting  fome  addrefs  to  the  King»  accepted  the  ufaal  ofier  of  Knighthood.  He  is  authour 
|]f  **  A  Hiftoiy  of  Mufick,"  in  five  volumes  in  quarto^    By  arduous  attendance  upon  Johnfon  ia 

his 
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In  the  Gcndeman's  Magazine  for  May  of  this  year  he  wrote  a  ^''Life  of     1748. 
Lord  Rofcommon,*"   with  Notes,  which  he  afterwards  much  improved,  iEtatTTo! 
indented  the  notes  into  text^  and  inferted  it  amongft  his  Lives  of  the  Engiiih 
Poets. 

Mr.  Dodfley  this  year  brought  out  his  Preceptor,  one  of  the  moft  valuable- 
books  for  the  improvement  of  young  minds  that  has  appeared  in  any  language  5 
and  to  this  meritorious  work  Johnfon  furnilhed  "  The  Preface,*"  containing  a 
general  fketch  of  the  book,  with  a  fhort  and  peripicuous  recommendation  of 
each  article ;  as  alfo,  "  The  Vifion  of  Theodore  the  Hermit,  found  in  his 
Cell,*"  a  moft  beautiful  allegory  of  human  life,  under  the  figure  of  alcending 
the  mountain  of  Exiftence.  The  Bifliop  of  Dromore  heard  Dr.  Johnfon  fay> 
that  he  thought  this  was  the  beft  thing  he  ever  wrote. 

In  January,  1749,  he  publilhcd  "  The  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes^  1749* 
being  the  Tenth  Satire  of  Juvenal  imitated."  He,  I  believe,  compofed  it 
the  preceding  year  *.  Mrs.  Johnfon,  for  the  fake  of  country  air,  had  lodgings 
"at  Hampftead,  to  which  he  reforted  occafionally,  and  there  the  gre^teft  part; 
if  not  the  whole,  of  this  Imitation  was  written.  The  fervid  rapidity  with 
which  it  was  produced,  is  fcarcely  credible.  I  have  heard  him  fay,  that  he 
compofed  fcventy  lines  of  it  in  one  day,  without  puttmg  one  of  them  upon 
paper  till  they  were  finifhed.  I  remember  when  I  once  regretted  to  him  that 
he  had  not  given  us  more  of  Juvenal's  Satires,  he  faid  he  probably  (hould 
give  more,  for  he  had  them  all  in  his  head  j  by  which  I  underftoqd,.  that  he 
had  the  originals  and  correipondent  allufions  floating  in  his  mind>  which  he 
could,  when  he  pleaied>  embody  and  render  permanent  widiout  much  labour.. 
Some  of  them,  however,  he  obferved,  were  too  grofs  for  imitation. 

The  profits  of  a  fingle  poem,  however  excellent,  appear  to  have  been  very 

Ihiall  in  the  laft  reign,  compared  with  what  a  publication  of  the  fame  fize  has 

lince  been  known  to  yield.    I  have  mentioned,  upon  Johnfon's  own  authority, 

that  for  his  London  he  had  only  ten  guineas ;  and  now,  after  his  fame  was 

eftablifhed,  he  got  for  his  "  Vanity  of  human  Wiflies  "  but  five  guineas  more,, 

as  is  proved  by  an  authentick  document  in  my  pofleflion  ^. 

It 

his  laft  illnefs,  he  obtained'  the  office  of  one  of  his  execators ;  in  confequence  of  which,,  thebook- 
fellen  of  London  employed  him  to  publifh  an  edition  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  works,,  and  to  write 
his  Life. 

^  Sir  John  Hawkins,  widi  folemn  inaccuracy,  reprefents  this  poem  as  a  confequence  of  thie 
indifTesent  reception  of  his  tragedy.  But  the  fadl  is,  that  the  poem  was  publiihed  on  the  9th  of 
January,  and  the  tragedy  was  not  a^kd  till  the  6th  of  the  February  followmg. 

'  '*  Nov,  2§,  1748.   I  received  of  Mr,  Dodfley  fifteen  guineas^  for  which  I  aflign  to  Jiim  the 

right. 
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1749.         It  will  be  obferved,  that  he  rcfenres'to  hiixifelf  the  right  of  printing  one 
SasL  lL  edition  of  this  fatire,  which  was  his  praftice  upon  occafion  of  the  fale  of  all 
his  writings ;  it  being  his  fixed  intention  to  publiih  at  fome  period^  for  his  own 
profit,  a  complete  colleftion  of  his  works. 

His  "  Vanity  of  human  Wilhes "  has  lefs  of  common  life,  but  more  of 
a  philofophick  dignity  than  his  "  London."  More  readers,  therefore,  will  be 
delighted  with  the  >  pointed  ipirit  of  *'  London,"  than  with  the  profound 
refledtion  of  "  The  Vanity  of  human  Wifhes."  Garrick,  for  inftance, 
obferved,  in  his  Iprightly  manner,  with  more  vivacity  than  regard  to  juft 
difcrimination,  as  is  ufiial  with  wits,  "  When  Johnfon  lived  much  with  the 
Herveys,  and  faw  a  good  deal  of  what  was  palling  in  life,  he  wrote  his 
^  London,'  which  is  lively  and  ealy.  When  he  became  more  retired,  he 
gave  us  his  *  Vanity  of  human  Wifhes,'  which  is  as  hard  as  Greek,  Had  he 
^  gone  on  to  imitate  another  fatire,  it  would  have  been  as  hard  as  Hebrew  *." 

But  "  The  Vanity  of  human  Wifhes"  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  beft  judges, 
as  high  an  effort  of  ethick  poetry  as  any  language  can  fhew.  The  inftances  of 
variety  of  difappointment  are  chofen  {o  judicioufly,  and  painted  fo  ftrongly, 
that,  the  moment  they  are  read,  they  bring  conviftion  to  every  thinking  mind. 
JThat  of  the  fcholar  muft  have  deprefled  the  too  fanguine  expeftations  of  many 
an  ambitious  (hident '.  That  of  the  warrior,  Charles  of  Sweden,  is,  I  think, 
as  highly  finilhed  a  pidture  as  can  pofTibly  be  conceived. 

right  of  copy  of  an  Imitation  of  the  Tenth  Satire  of  Juvenal,  written  by  me;  refcrving  to  myfelf 
^  the  right  of  printing  one  edition,  Sam,  Johnson/' 

**  London,  29  June,  1786.  A  true  copy,  from  the  original  in  Dr.  Johnfon 's  hand-writing^ 

"  JaS.  Dodsley." 

'  FronvMn  Langton. 

'  In  this  poem  one  of  the  inftances  mentioned  of  unfortunate  learned  men  is  Lydiat : 

•*  Hear  Lydiat's  life,  and  Galileo's  end," 
The  hiftory  of  Lydiat  being  little  known,  the  following  account  of  him  may  be  acceptable  to 
many  of  my  readers.  It  appeared  as  a  note  in  the  Supplement  to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for 
174.8,  in  which  fome  paflages  extraded  from  Johnfon's  poem  wtrc  inferted,  and  it  fhould  have 
been  added  in  the  fubfequent  editions. — **  A  very  learned  divine  and  mathematician,  fellow  of 
New  College,  Oxon,  and  Re6lor  of  Okerton,  near  Banbury.  He  wrote,  among  many  others,  a 
Latin  treatife  *'  De  naturd  cceli,  ^c"  in  which  he  attacked  the  fentiments  of  Scaliger  and 
Ariftotle,  not  bearing  to  hear  it  urged,  /^/  /ome  things  are  true  In  fhilofophy  and  falfe  in  divimty. 
^  He  made  above  600  Sermons  on  the  harmony  of  the  Evangelifls.   Being  unfuccefsful  in  publifhing 

his  works,  he  lay  in  the  prifon  of  Bocardo  at  Oxford,  and  in  the  King's  Bench,  till  Biihop  Ulher, 
Dr.  Laud,  Sir  William  Bofwel,  and  Dr.  Pink,  releafed  him  by  paying  his  debts.  He  petitioned 
King  Charles  L  to  be  fcnt  into  Ethiopia,  &c.  to  procure  MSS.  Having  fpoken  in  favour  of 
monarchy  and  biihops,  he  was  plundered  by  the  parliament  forces,  and  twice  carried  away 
prifoner  from  his  re£U)ry ;  and  afterwards  had  not  a  ihirt  to  Ihift  him  in  three  months^  without 
iie  borrowed  itj  and  died  very  poor  in  1646/' 

Were 
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Were  all  the  other  excellencies  of  this  poem  annihilated,  it  muft  ever  have  1 749- 

our  grateful  reverence  from  its  noble  conclufion ;  in  which  we  are  confoled  ]^^~'^ 
with  the  aflurance  that  happinefs  may  be  attained,  if  we  **  apply  our  hearts  " 
to  piety : 

"  Where  then  fliall  hope  and  fear  their  objefts  find  ? 
"  Shall  dull  fulpenfe  corrupt  the  ftagnant  mind  ? 

Muft  helplefs  man,  in  ignorance  fedate. 

Roll  darkling  down  the  torrent  of  his  fate  ? 
*'  Shall  no  diflike  alarm,  no  wifhes  rife, 
^«  No  cries  attempt  the  mercy  of  the  ikies  ? 
**  Enthufiaft,  ceafc ;  petitions  yet  remain, 
"  Which  heav'n  may  hear,  nor  deem  religion  vain. 
"  Still  raife  for  good  the  fupplicating  voice, 
*'  But  leave  to  heav'n  the  meafure  and  the  choice. 
"  Safe  in  hiS|hand,  whofe  eye  difcerns  afar 
^/  The  fecret  ambulh  of  a  Ipecious  pray'r ; 

Implore  his  aid,  in  his  decifions  reft, 
"  Secure  whatever  he  gives  he  gives  the  beft. 

Yet  when  the  fenfe  of  facred  prefence  fires. 

And  ftrong  devotion  to  the  fkies  alpires, 
"  Pour  forth  thy  fervours  for  a  healthful  mind^ 

Obedient  paflions,  and  a  will  refign'd ; 
*'  For  love,  which  fcarce  cplleftive  man  can  fiU, 
"  For  patience  fovereign  o'er  tranfmuted  ill ; 
"  For  faith,  which  panting  for  a  happier  feat, 
*^  Counts  death  kind  Nature's  fignal  for  retreat. 
"  Thefe  goods  for  man  the  laws  of  heaven  ordain, 
"  Thefe  goods  he  grants,  who  grants  the  power  to  gain  j 
*^  With  thefe  celeftial  wifdom  calms  the  mind, 
*'  And  makes  the  happinefs  Ihe  does  not  find." 

Garrick  being  now  vefted  with  theatrical  power  by  being  manager  of  Drury- 
lane  theatre,  he  kindly  and  generoufly  made  ufe  of  it  to  bring  out  Johnfon's 
tragedy,  which  had  been  long  kept  back  for  want  of  encouragement.  But  in 
this  benevolent  purpofe  he  met  with  no  fmall  difficulty  from  the  temper  of 
Johnfon,  which  could  not  brook  that  a  drama  which  he  had  forrpcd  with  much 
ihidy,  and  had  been  obliged  to  keep  more  than  the  nine  years  of  Horace, 
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1 749-  fliould  be  revifed  and  altered  at  the  pfeafure  of  an  aftor.  Yet  Garrick  knew 
'&\aC'aq  ^^y  ^^^  without  fome  alterations  it  would  not  he  fit  for  the  ftage.  A  violent 
diipute  having  enfiied  between  them,  Garrick  applied  to  the  Reverend  Dr. 
Taylor  to  interpofe.  Johnfon  was  at  firft  very  obftinate.  **  Sir,  (faid  he) 
the  fellow  wants  me  to  make  Mahomet  run  mad,  that  be  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  tofling  his  hands  and  kicking  his  heels '."  He  was,  however,  at  laft, 
with  difficulty,  prevailed  on  to  comply  with  Garrick's  wifhes,  (b  as  to  allow  of 
fome  changes  \  but  ftill  there  were  not  enough. 

Dr.  Adams  was  prefent  tiie  firft  night  of  the  reprefcntation  of  Irenb,^ 
and  gave  me  the  following  account :  ^'  Before  the  curtain  drew  up,  there  were 
catcalls  whiftling,  which  alarmed  Johnfon's  friends*  The  Prologue,  which  was 
written  by  himfelf  in  a  manly  ftrain,  foothed  the  audience  %  and  the  play  went 
off  tolerably  till  it  came  to  the  conclufion,  when  Mrs.  Pritchard,  the  heroine  of 
the  piece,  was  to  be  ftrangled  upon  the  ftage,  and  was  to  Ipeak  two  lines  with 
^  the  bow-ftring  rourftf  her  neck.  The  audience  cried  out  ^'  Murder ^  murder ^ 
JShe  feveral  times  attempted  to  i|)eak,  but  in  vain.  At  laft  (he  was  obliged  to 
go  off  th^.  ftage  alive."  This  paflage  was  afterwards  ftruck  out,  and  flie  was 
carried  off  to  be  put  to  death  behind  the  fcenes,  as  the  play  now  has  it.  The 
Epilogue  was  written  by  Sir  William  Young.  J  know  not  how  Johnfon*s 
play  came  to  be  thus  graced  by  the  pen  of  a  pcrfbn  then  fo  eminent  in  the 
political  world. 

'  Mahomet  was>  in  faft,  played  byMr.  Bany>  and  Demetrius  by  Mr..  Garrick ;  but  probaU/ 
at  this  time  the  parts  were  not  yet  caft.  < 

^  The  expreffion  ufed  by  Dr.  Adams  was  *'  footiied."  I  fhould  rather  think  the  audience  was. 
mvicd  by  the  extraordinary  fpirit  and  dignity  of  the  following  lines  ; 

"  Be  this  at  lead  his  praife,  be  this  his  pride» 
''To  force  applau(e  no  modem  arts  are  tried : 
''  Should  partial  catcalls  all  his  hopes  confound, 
*'  He  bids  no  trumpet  quell  the  fatal  found ; 
<'  Should  welcome  deep  relieve  the  weary  wit, 
'*  He  rolls  no  thunders  o'er  the  drowfy  pit ; 
**  No  fnares  to  captivate  the  judgement  fpreads, 
"  Nor  bribes  your  e^e^  to  prejudice  your  heads. 

Unmov'd,  though  witlings  fneer  and  rivals  rail. 

Studious  to  pleafe^  yet  not  afhamcd  to  fail, 
'«  He  fcorns  the  meek  addrefs,  the  fuppliant  ftrain, 
**  With  merit  needlefs,  and  without  it  vam : 
"  In  Reafon,  Nature,  Truth,  he  dares  to  truft ; 
."  Ye  fops  be  filcnt;  and  ye  wits  be  juft ! " 

Notwithftanding 


I 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON-  107 

Notwithftanding  all  the  fupport  of  fuch  performers  as  Garrick,  Bany,  Mrs.  i749- 
Cibber,  Mrs.  Pritchard,  and  every  advantage  of  drels  and  decoration,  the  IstatTIo! 
tragedy  of  Irene  did  not  pleafe  the  publick.  Mr.  Garrick*s  zeal  carried  it 
through  for  nine  nights,  fo  that  the  authour  had  his  three  nights'  profits ;  aiid 
from  a  receipt  figned  by  him,  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  James  Dodfley,  it 
appears  diat  his  friend  Mr,  Robert  Dodfley  gave  him  one  hundred  pounds  for 
the  copy,  with  his  ufual  refcrvation  of  the  right  of  one  edition. 

Irene,  confidercd  as  a  poem,  is  intitled  to  the  praife  of  fuperiour  excellence. 
Analyied  into  parts,  it  will  fiirnifh  a  rich  ftore  of  noble  ientiments,  fine 
imagery,  and  beautiful  language  j  but  it  is  deficient  in  patlios,  in  that  delicate 
power  of  touching  the  human  feelings,  which  is  the  principal  end  of  the 
drama.  Indeed  Garrick  has  complained  to  me,  that  Johnfon  not  only  had 
not  the  faculty  of  producing  the  impreflions  of  tragedy,  but  that  he  had  not 
the  fenfibility  to  perceive  them.  His  great  friend  Mr.  Walmflcy's  prediftion, 
that  he  would  "  turn  out  a  fine  tragedy- writer,"  was,  therefore,  ill  founded. 
Johnfon  was  wife  enough  to  be  convinced  that  he  had  not  the  talents  necef-  " 
iary  to  write  (uccefsfially  for  the  ftage,  and  never  made  another  attenopt  in  thai! 
i^ecies  of  compolldon.  ' 

When  alked  how  he  felt  upon  the  ill  fucpels  of  his  tragedy,  he  replifed^ 
**  Like  the  Monument/*  meaning  that  he  continued  firm  and  unmoved  as 
that  colunui.  And  let  it  be  remembered,  as  an  admonition  to  the  genus 
irritabile  of  dramatick  writers,  that  this  great  man,  infteacj-  of  peevifhly  com^ 
plaining  of  the  bad  tafte  of  the  town,  fubmitted  to  its  decifion  without  a 
tnurmur.  He  had,  indeed,  upon  all  occafions  a  great  deference  for  thcr 
*  general  opinion :  "  A  man  (faid  he)  who  writes  a  book,  thinks  himfelf  wifer 
or  wittier  dian  the  reft  of  mankind  \  he  fuppofes  that  he  can  inftruft  or  amufe 
them,  and  the  publick  to  whom  he  appeals,  muft,  afiier  aU,  be  the  judges  of 
iis  pretenfions/* 

On  occafion  of  his  play. being  brought  upon  the  ftage,  Johnfon  had  a  fancy 
that  as  a  dramatick  authour  his  drefs  fhould  be  more  gay  than  what  he  ordi- 
narily wore  J  he  therefore  appeared  behind  the  fcenes,  and  even  in  one  of  the 
fide  boxes,  in  a  fcariet  waiftcoat,  with  rich  gold  lace.  His  neceflary  attendance 
while  his  play  was  in  rehearfal,  and  during  its  performance,  brought  him 
acquainted  with  many  of  the  performers  of  both  fexes,  which  produced  a 
more  favourable  opinion  of  their  profeflion  than  he  had  harflily  exprefled  in 
his  Life  of  Savage.  With  fome  of  them  he  kept  up  an  acquaintance  as  long 
as  he  and  they  lived,  and  was  ever  ready  to  Ihew  them  adts  of  kindnefs.  He  _ 
for  a  confiderable  time  ufed  to  frequent  the  Green  Room,  and  feemcd  to  t^ke 
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deBght  in  diflipating  his  gloonii  by  mixing  in  the  Iprightly  chit-chat  of  the 
motley  circle  then  to  be  found  there.  Mr.  David  Hume  related  to  me  from 
Mr.  Garricky  that  Johnfon  at  laft  denied  himfelf  this  amufement,  from  con- 
fiderations  of  rigid  \^irtuej  faying,  "  Til  come  no  more  behind  your  fcenes, 
David ;  for  the  filk  ftockings  and  white  bofoms  of  your  aftreffes  excite  my 
amorous  propenfities." 

In  1750  he  came  forth  in  the  charafter  for  which  he  was  eminently  qualified,. 
a  majeftick  teacher  of  moral  and  religious  wifdom.  The  vehicle  which  he 
;chofe  was  that  of  a  periodical  paper,  which  he  knew  had  been,  upon  former 
occafions,  employed  with  great  fuccefs.  The  Tader,  Spedtator,  and  Guar- 
dian>  were  the  laft  of  the  kind '  publifhed  in  England,  which  had  ftood  the 
teft  of  a  long  trial ;  and  fuch  an  interval  had  now  elapfed  fince  their  publi- 
cation, as  made  him  juftly  think  that,  to  many  of  his  rea4ers,  this  form  of 
inftruftion  would,^  in  fome  degree,  have  the  advantage  of  novelty.  A  few 
days  before  the  firft  of  his  Eflays  came  out,,  there  ftarted  another  competitor 
for  fame  in  the  fame  form,  under  the  ride  of  "  The  Tatler  Revived,"  which 
I  believe  was  "  born  but  to  die."  Johnfon  was,  I  think,  not  very  happy  in 
the  choice  of  his  tide,  "The  Rambler,"  which  certainly  is  not  fuited  to  a 
feries  of  grave  andmoral  difcourfes;  which  the  Italians  have  literally,  but 
ludicroufly,  tranflated  by  //  Vagabondoi  and  which  has  been  lately  afllimed  as 
the  denomination  of  a  vehicle  of  licentious  tales,  "  The  Rambler's  Maga?- 
zine."  He  gave  Sir  Jefliua  Reynolds  the  following  account  erf*  its  getting 
this  name :  "  What  muft  be  done.  Sir,  will  be  done.  When  I  was  to  begin 
publiftiing  thait  paper,  1  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  name  it.  I  fat  down  at  night 
upon  my  bedfide,  and  refolved  that  I  would  not  go  to  fleep  till  I  had  fixed  its 
tide.     The  Rambler  feemed  the  beft  that  occurred,  and  I  took  it '. 

With  what  devout  and  confcientious  fentiments  this  paper  was  undertakenj^ 
is  Evidenced  by  the  following  prayer,  which  he  compofed  and  ofiered  up  on 
the  occafion :    •*  Almighty  God,  the  giver  of  all  good  things,  without  whofe 


'  I  have  heard*  Dr.  Warton  inentioR>  that  he  was  at  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley's  with  the  late 
Mr.  Moore,  and  feveral  others  of. his  friends,  confidering  what  ihould  be  the  name  of  the  periodical 
paper  which  Moore  had  ondettaken.  Garnck  propoied  the  Sailmi,  which,,  by  a  curious  coincU 
dence,  was  a&erwards  applied  to  himfelf  by  Goldfmith  : 

'*  Our  Garrick's  a  fallad,.  for  in  him  we  fee 
"  Oil,  vinegar,  fugar,  and  faltnefs  agree ! " 

At  laft  the  company  having  feparated,  without  any  thing  of  which  they  approved  having  been 
oflfcred,  Dodfley  himfelf  thought  of  Tie  IVorld. 
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help  all  labour  is  iiieffeftual,  and  without  whofe  grace  all  wifdom  is  folly ; 
grant/  I  befeech  Thee,  that  iii  this  undertaking  thy  Holy  Spirit  may  not,  be 
with-hdd  from  me,  but  that  I  may  promote  thy  glory,  and  the  falvation  of 
myfelf  and  others :  grant  this,  O  Lord,  for  the  fake  of  thy  fon  Jesus 
Christ.     Amen\" 

The  firft  paper  of  the  Rambler  was  publifhed  on  Tuefday  the  20th  of 
March,  1750  j  and  its  authour  was  enabled  to  continue  it,  without  interrup- 
tion, every  Tuefday  and  Friday,  till  Saturday  the  17th  of  March,  1752,  on 
which  day  it  clofed.  This  is  a  ftrong  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  a  remark, 
of  his,  which  I  have  had  occafion  to  quote  elfewhere  %  that  "  a  man  may  write 
at  any  time,  if  he  will  fet  himfelf  doggedly  to  it  j"  for,  notwithftanding  his 
conftitutional  indolence,  his  depreflion  of  Ipirits,  and  his  labour  in  carrying  on 
his  Dictionary,  he  anlwered  the  ftated  calls  of  the  prefs  twice  a  week  from, 
the  ftores  of  his  mind,  during  all  that  time  having  received  no  afliftance, 
except  four  billets  in  No.  10  by  Mifs  Mulfo,  now  Mrs.  Chapone;  No.  30, 
by  Mrs.  Catharine  Talbot ;  No.  97,  by  Mr.  Samuel  RicHardfon,  whom 
he  defcribes  in  an  introdudtory  note  as  "  An  authour  who  has  enlarged  the 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  and  taught  the  paflions  to  move  at  the  command 
of  virtue  -,'*  and  Numbers  44  and  100,  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carter. 

Pofterity  will  be  aftonifhed  when  they  are  told,  upon  the  authority  of  Johnfon. 
himfelf,  that  many  of  thefe  difcourfes,  which  we  Ihould  fuppofe  had  been 
laboured  with  all  the  flow  attention  of  literary  leifure,  were  writen  in  hafte  as 
the  moment  prefled,  without  even  being  read  over  by  him  before  they  were 
printed.  It  can  be  accounted  for  only  in  this  way  i  that  by  reading  and  medi- 
^  tation,  and  a  very  clofe  infpeftion  of  life,  he  had  accumulated  a  great  fund  of 
mifcellaneous  knowledge,  which,  by  a  peculiar  promptitude  of  mind,  was  ever 
ready  at  his  call,  and  which  he  had  conftantly  accuftomed  himfelf  to  clothe 
in  the  mofl:  apt  and  encrgetick  expreflion.  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds  once  afl<ed 
him  by  what  means  he  had  attained  his  extraordinary  accuracy  and  flow  of 
language.  He  told  him,  that  he  had  early  laid  it  down  as  a  fixed  rule  to  do 
his  beft  on  every  occafion,  and  in  every  company  5  to  impart  whatever  he 
knew  in  the  moft  forcible  language  he  could  put  it  in  j  and  that  by  conftant 
praftice,  and  never  fuflfering  any  carelefs  exprefllons  to  efcape  him,  or  attempt- 
ing to  deliver  his  thoughts  without  arranging  them  in  the  cleareft  manner,  it 
became  habitual  to  him. 

♦  Yet  he  was  not  altogether  unprepared  as  a  periodical  writer  ^  for  I  have  in 
my  poflfefllon  a  fmall  duodecimo  volume,    in  which  he  has  written,  in  the 

*  Prayers  and  Meditations^  p.  9.  '  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  29. 
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i75<>*  form  of  Mr.  Locke's  Common-Place  Book>  a  variety  of  hints  for  eflays  on 
'miauaa^  differeot  fubjefts.  He  has  marked  upon  the  firft  blank  leaf  of  it,  "  To  th^ 
128th  page,  colleftions  for  the  Rambler  i"  and  in  another  place,  «  In  fifiy- 
two  there  were  feventeen  provided  i  in  97 — 21 ;  in  190—25.''  At  a  fubfe- 
quent  period  (probably  after  the  work  was  finilhed)  he  added,  "  In  all,  taken 
of  provided  materials,  30." 

Sir  John  Hawkins,  who  is  unlucky  upon  all  occafions,  tells  us,  that  "  this 
method  of  accumulating  intelligence  had  been  pradtifed  by  Mr.  Addifon,  and 
is  humouroufly  defcribcd  in  one  of  the  Speftators,  wherein  he  feigns  to  have 
dropped  his  paper  of  notanday  confifting  of  a  diverting  medley  of  broken 
fentences  and  loofe  hints,  which  he  tells  us  he  had  coUefted,  and  meant  to 
make  ufe  of.     Much  of  the  fame  kind  is  Johnfon*s  Adverfaria*."     But  the 

.  "  truth  is,  that  there  is  no  refemblance  at  all  between  them.  Addilbn's  note 
was  a  fiftion,  in  which  unconnected  fragments  of  his  lucubrations  were  pur- 
pofely  jumbled  together,  in  as  odd  a  manner  as  he  could,  in  order  to  produce 
a  laughable  effedt.  Whereas  Johnfon's  abbreviations  are  all  diflind,  and 
applicable  to  each  fubjeft  of  which  the  head  is  mentioned. 
For  inflance,  there  is  the  following  fpecimen : 

"  Tomb's  ErUtyy  &fr. 

**  Baxter's  account  of  things  in  which  he  had  changed  his  mind  as  he  grew 
up.  Voluminous.— No  wonder.— If  every  man  was  to  tell,  or  mark,  on  how 
many  flibjefts  he  has  changed,  it  would  make  vols,  but  the  changes  not  always 
obferved  by  mans  felf. — From  pleafure'to  bus.  [bttjinefs.']  to  quiet;  from 
thoughtfulnefs  to  refleft.  to  piety ;  from  diffipation  to  domeftic.  by  impercept.  * 
gradat.  but  the  change  is  certain.  Dial  non  progredi,  progrejf.  ejfe  confpicimus^ 
Look  back,  confider  what  was  thought  at  fome  dift.  period. 

"  Hope  predom.  in  youth.  Mind  not  willingly  indulges  unpkafing  thoughts. 
The  world  lies  all  enameld  before  him,  as  a  diftant  profpeft  fun-gilt^;—- 
inequalities  only  found  by  coming  to  it.  Love  is  to  hi  all  joy— children 
excellent — Fame  to  be  conftant— carcfles  of  the  great — applaufes  of  the 
learned— fmiks  of  Beauty. 

*'  Fear  of  dygrace^^BaJhfulnefs^^YmAs  things  of  Icfs  importance.  Mifcar- 
riages  forgot  like  excellencies  j— -if  remembered,  of  no  import.    Danger  of 

^  Hawkins's  Life  of  Johnfon,  p.  268. 

7  This  mod  beautiful  imsigc  of  the  encbauting  delufion  of  youthful  profpeA  has  not  been  ufed 
ifl  any  of  Jobnfon's  eiZays* 
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liAking  into  negligence  of  reputation.    Left  the  fear  of  difgrace  deftroy      1750. 
ndlivity. 

**  Confidence  in  bimfelf.  Long  trad  of  life  before  him.— No  thought  of  fick- 
ncis.— Embarrafment  of  aflidrs.—- Diftradion  of  family.—- Publick  calami- 
ties.— ^No  fenfe  of  the  prevalence  of  bad  habits.— Negligent  of  time — ^ready 
to  undertake^— carclefe  to  purliic — all  changed  by  time. 

**  Qmfidenl  of  ^/i>^x— unfufpedting  as  unexperienced — ^imagining  himfelf 
fccure  againft  negleft,  never  imagines  they  will  venture  to  treat  him  ill.  Ready 
to  truft ;  expecting  to  be  trufted.  Convinced  by  time  of  the  felfilhnefs,  the 
meanneisy  the  cowardice^  the  treachery  of  men. 

'<  Youth  ambitious,  as  thinking  honours  eafy  to  be  had. 

*<  Different  kinds  of  praife  purfued  at  different  periods.  Of  the  gay  in 
youth,  dang.  hurt>  &c.  deipifed. 

"  Of  the  fancy  in  manhood.  Ambit.*— ftocks— -bargains.— Of  the  wife  and 
fober  in.  old  age— ferioufiiefs— formality — ^maxims,  but  general— only  of  the 
ikh,  Qtherwife  age  is  happy— ^ut  at  laft  every  thing  referred  to  riches— no 
having  fame,  hooouTj  influence^  without  flibjedUon  to  caprice. 

'*  Horace. 

"  Hard  it  woukl  be  if  men  entered  life  with  the  fame  views  with  which 
they  leave  it,  or  left  as  they  enter  it. — ^No  hope— no  undertaking— no  regard 
to  benevolence— -410  fear  of  diigrace,  &c. 

«*  Youth  to  be  Uught  the  piety  of  age— age  to  retain  the  honour  of 
youth/' 

This,  it  will  be  obferved,  is  the  flcetch  of  No.  1 96  of  the  Rambler.  I 
(hall  gratify  my  readers  with  another  fpecimen : 

**  Confederacies  difficult ;  wby^ 

'^  Seldom  in  war  a  match  for  fingle  perfons— nor  in  peace ;  therefore  kings 
make  themfelves  abfolute.  Confederacies  in  learning— every  great  work  the 
work  of  one  Bruy.  Scholars'  friendihip  like  ladies.  Scribebamus,  &c.  Mart. 
The  apple  of  difcord — ^the^  laurel  of  difcord — ^the  poverty  of  cridcifm.  Swift's 
opinion  of  the  power  of  fix  geniufes  united.  That  union  fcarce  poifible. 
His  remarks  juft;— man  a  focial,  not  fteady  nature.  Drawn  to  man  by  words, 
repelled  by  paflions.  Orb  drawn  by  attraction  rep.  [repelled}  by  cen* 
tifrugal. 

«*  Common 
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"  Common  danger  unites  by  cruAing  other  paflions — ^but  they  return* 
Equality  hinders  compliance.  Superiority  produces  infolence  and  envy.  Too 
much  regard  in  each  to  private  intereft — too  little. 

"  The  mifchiefs  of  private  and  exclufive  Ibcieties*— the  fitnefs  of  focial 
attradtion  difFufed  through  the  whole.  The  mifchiefs  of  too  partial  love  of 
our  country.     Contraftion  of  moral  duties  5  ^»Aoi  h  (piX^. 

"  Every  man  moves  upon  his  own  center,  and  therefore  repels  others  from 
too  near  a  contaft,  though  he  may  comply  with  fome  general  laws. 

'^  Of  confederacy  with  fuperiours,  every  one  knows  the  inconvenience. 
Widi  equals,  no  authority  ;■;— every  man  his  own  opinion-:— his  own  intereft. 

"  Man  and  wife  hardly  united ; — fcarce  ever  without  children.  Compu- 
tation, if  two  to  one  againft  two,  how  many  againft  five  ?  If  confederacies 
were  eafy — ^ufelefs  j — many  opprefles  many.-r-If  poflible  only  to  fome,  dange* 
rous.     Prmcifum  amicitiasf* 

Here  we  fee  the  embryo  of  No.  45  of  the  Adventurer ;  and  it  is  a  con- 
firmation of  what  I  have  mentioned,  that  the  papers  in  that  coUeftion  ma^-ked 
T.  were  written  by  Johnlbn. 

This  fcanty  preparation  of  materials  will  not,  however,  much  diminifli  our 
wonder  at  ^he  extraordinary  fertility  of  his  mind ;  for  the  proportion  which 
they  bear  to  the  number  of  eflays  which  he  wrote,  is  very  fmall ;  and  it  is 
remarkable,  that  thofe  for  which  he  had  made  no  preparation,  are  as  ricK 
and  as  highly  finilhed,  as  thofe  for  which  the  hints  were  lying  by  him.  It  is 
alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the  papers  formed  from  his  hints  are  worked  up 
with  fuch  ftrength  and  elegance,  that  we  almoft  lofe  fight  of  the  hints,  which 
become  like  "drops  in  the  bucket."  Indeed,  in  feveral  inftances,  he  has  made 
a  very  flender  ufe  of  them,  fo  that  many  of  them  remain  ftill  unapplied  *. 

•  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  felefted  from  this  little  colleftion  of  materials,  what  he  calls  the 
*'  Radiments  of  two  of  the  papers  of  the  Rambler."  Bat  he  has  not  been  able  to  read  the  mana- 
fcript  diftinftly.  Thus  he  writes,  p.  266,  **  Sailors  fate  any  manfion ;"  whereas  the  original  it 
•«  SailQr*s  life  my  averfion."  He  has  alfo  tranfcribed  the  unappropriated  hints  on  Writers  for  bread, 
in  which  he  decyphers  thefe  notable  paifages,  one  in  Vaxxa^  fatui  mn  fam^,  inftead  of  f ami 
tionfamai\  Johnfon  having  in  his  mind  what  Thuanus  (ays  of  the  learned  German  antiquary 
and  linguift,  Xylander,  who,  he  tells  us,  lived  in  fuch  poverty,  that  he  was  fappofed  fami  non 
fantre  fcribere  ;  and  another  in  French,  DegenU  defate  et  affamed* argent ,  inftead  o^Degoute  de  fame, 
(an  old  word  {or  fame)  et  affame  Sargent,  The  manufcript  being  written  in  an  exceedingly  fmall 
hand,  is  indeed  very  hasd  to  lead ;  but  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  left  bbnks  than  to  write 
/[lonfenfe. 

A5 
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As  the  Rambler  wajs  entirely  the  work  of  one  man,  there  was,  of  courle,  »7J<5. 
luch  an  uniformity  in  its  texture,  a*  very  much  to  exclude  the  charm  of  ^taunT. 
variety ;  and  the  grave  and  often  folemn  caft  of  thinking,  which  diftinguilhed 
it  from  other  periodical  papers,  made  it,  for  fbme  time,  not  generally  liked. 
So  flowly  did  tkis  excellent  work,  of  which  twelve  editions  have  now  iflued 
from  the  prefs,  gain  upon  the  world  at  large,  that  even  in  the  clofing  number 
the  authour  fays,  "  I  have  never  been  much  a  favourite  of  the  publick." 

Yet,  very  foon  ^fter  its  commencement,  there  were  who  felt  and  acknow^ 
ledged  its  unccxnmon  excellence.  Verfes  in  its  praife  appeared  in  the  newf- 
papers ;  and  the  editor  of  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  mentions,  in  Oftober, 
his  having  received  feveral  letters  to  the  fame  purpofe  from  the  learned. 
"  The  Student,  or  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Mifcellany,"  in  which  Mr.  Bonnell 
Thornton  and  Mr.  Colman  were  the  principal  writers,  defcribes  it  as  ''a 
work  that  exceeds  any  thing  of  the  kind  ever  publifhed  in  this  kingdom,  fome 
of  the  Spedtators  excepted, — ^if  indeed  they  may  be  excepted."  And  after- 
wards, '  <'  May  the  publick  favours  crown  his  merits,  and  may  not  the  Engliih, 
under  the  aufpicious  reign  of  Geo^^oe  the  Second,  negle&  a  man,  who,  had 
he  lived  in  the  firft  century,  would  have  been  one  of  the  greateft  favourites 
of  Augustus."  This  flattery  of  the  monarch  had  no  efFedt.  It  is  too  well 
known,  that  the  fecond  George  never  was  an  Auguftus  to  learning  or  genius^ 

Johnfon  told  me,  with  an  amiable  fondnefs,  a  littk  pleafing  circumftance 
relative  to  this  work.  Mrs.  Johnfon,  in  whofe  judgement  and  tafte  he  had 
great  confidence,  laid  to  him,  after  a  few  numbers  of  the  Rambler  had  come 
cut,  '^  I  thought  very  well  of  you  before  i  but  I  did  not  imagine  you 
could  have  written  any  thing  equal  to  this."  Diftant  praife^  from  whatever 
quarter,  is  not  fo  delightful  as  that  of  a  wife,  whom  a  aian  loves  and  efteems. 
Her  approbation  may  be  faid  to  "  come  home  to  his  bofom\*  and  being  fo 
near,  its  effedl  is  moft  fenfible  and  permancnL 

Mr.  James  Elphinfton,  who  has  fince  publifhed  various  works,  and  who 
was  ever  efteemed  by  Johnfon  as  a  worthy  man,  happened  to  be  in  Scodand 
while  the  Rambler  was  coming  out  in  fingle  papers  at  London.  With  a 
laudable  zeal  at  once  for  the  improvement  of  his  countrymen  and  the  repu- 
tation of  his  friend,  he  fliggefted  and  took  the  chtfge  of  an  edition  of  thofe 
£flays  at  Edinburgh,  which  followed  progref&vely  the  London  publication  ^ 

The 

■ 

'  It  teas  executed  in  the  printing-ofioe  of  Sands,  Murray,  and  Cochran,  with  uncommon 
degance^  upon  writing  paper,  of  a  duodecimo  fize,  and  with  the  greateft  corrednefs;  and  Mr« 

Q^  Elphinfton 
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i75<5.  The  following  letter  written  at  this  time,  though  not  dated,  will  fhowKow 

^tau  4T.  i^^ch  pleafed  J  ohnfon  was  with  this  publication,  and  what  kindnefs  and  regard 
he  had  for  Mr.  Elphinfton. 

To  Mr.  James  Elphinston. 
"  Dear  Sir,  [No  dau.] 

"  I  CANNOT  but  confefs  the  failures  of  my  correlpondence,  but  hope 
the  fame  regard  which  you  exprefs.  for  me  on  every  other  occafion,  will  incline 
you  to  forgive  me.  I  am  often,  very  often,  ill ;  and,  when  I  am  well,  am 
obliged  to  work :  and,  indeed,  have  never  much  ufed  myfelf  to  punduality. 
You  are,  however,  not  «to  make  unkind  inferences,  when  I  forbear  to  reply 
to  your  kindnefe ;  for  b^  affured,  I  never  receive  a  letter  from  you  without 
great  pleafure,  and  a  very  warm  fenfe  of  your  generofity  and  friendlhip,  which 
I  heartily  blame  myfelf  for  not  cultivating  with  more  care.  In  this,  as  in 
many  other  cafes,  I  go  wrong,  in  oppofition  to  conviftion ;  for  I  think  fcarcc 
any  temporal  good  equally  to  be  defired  with  the  regard  and  familiarity  of 
worthy  men.  I  hope  we  fhall  be  fome  time  nearer  to  each  other,  and  have  a 
more  ready  way  of  pouring  out  our  hearts. 

*'  I  am  glad  that  you  ftill  find  encouragement  to  proceed  in  your  publi- 
cation, and  Ihall  beg  the  favour  of  fix  more  volumes  to  add  to  my  former  fixi 
when  you  can,  with  any  convenience,  fend  them  me.  Pleafe  to  prefent  a  fet, 
in  my  name,  to  Mr.  Ruddiman ',  of  whom,  I  hear,  that  his  learning  is  not 
his  higheft  excellence.  I  have  tranfcribed  the  mottos,  and  returned  them,  I 
hope  not  too  late,  of  which  I  think  many  very  happily  performed.  Mr.  Cave 
has  put  die  laft  in  the  magazine,  in  which  I  think  he  did  well.  I  beg  of  you 
to  write  foon,  and  to  write  often,  and  to  write  long  letters,  which  I  hope  in 
time  to  repay  you  j  but  you  muft  be  a  patient  creditor.  I  have,  however, 
this  of  gratitude,  that  I  think  of  you  with  regard,  when  I  do  not,  perhaps, 
give  the  proofs  which  I  ought,  of  being,  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obliged  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

"Sam.  Johnson^** 

Elphinfton  enriched  it  with  tranflations  of  the  mottos.  When  completed,  it  made  eight  handfome 
volumes.  It  is,  un'queftionably,  the  moft  accurate  and  beautifal  edition  of  this  work  ;  and  there 
being  but  a  fmall  impreffion,  it  is  now  become  fcarce,  and  fells  at  a  very  high  price. 

'  Mr.  Thomas  Ruddiman,  the  learned  grammarian  of  Scotland,  well  known  for  his  various 
excellent  works,  and  for  bis  accurate  editions  of  feveral  authours»  He  was  alio  a  man  of  a  moft 
worthy  private  charader.  His  zeal  for  the  Royal  Houfe  of  Stuart  did  not  render  him  lefs  eftimable 
in  Dr.  Johnfon's  eye» 

Some 
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Soon  after  this  he  wrote  to  the  fame  gentleman  another  letter,  upon  a 
mournful  occafion. 

^0  Mr.  James  Elphinston. 

"  Dear  Sir,  September  25,  1750. 

"YOU  have,  as  I  find  by  every  kind  of  evidence,  loft  an  excellent 
mother ;  and  I  hope  you  will  not  think  me  incapable  of  partaking  of  your 
grief.  I  have  a  mother,  now  eighty-two  years  of  age,  whom,  therefore,  I 
muft  foon  lofe,  unlefs  it  pleafe  God  that  fhe  rather  fhoulci  mourn  for  me.  I 
read  the  leters  in  which  you  relate  your  mother's  death  to  Mrs.  Strahan,  and 
think  I  do  myfelf  honour,  when  I  tell  you  that  I  read  them  with  tears ;  but 
tears  are  neither  to  you  nor  to  me  of  any  further  ufe,  when  once  the  tribute 
of  nature  has  been  paid.  The  bufmefs  of  life  fumxnons  us  away  from  ufelels 
grief,  and  calls  us  to  the  exercife  of  thofe  virtues  of  which  we  are  lamenting 
our  deprivation.  The  greateft  benefit  which  one  friend  can  confer  upon 
another,  is  to  guard,  and  excite,  and  elevate  his  virtues.  This  your  mother 
will  ftill  perform,  if  you  diligently  preferve  the  memory  of  her  life,  and  of 
Jier  death :  a  Ufe,  fo  far  as  I  can  learn,  uiefi^il,  wife,  and  innocent  3  and  a  death 
refigned,  peaceful,  and  holy.  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention,  that  neither  reafon 
nor  revelation  denies  you  to  hope,  that  you  may  increafe  her  happinefs  by  obey- 
ing her  precepts  -,  and  that  (he  may  in  her  prefent  ftate  look  with  pleafure  upon 
every  aft  of  virtue  to  which  her  inftruftions  or  example  have  contributed. 
Whether  this  be  more  than  a  pleafing  dream,  or  a  juft  opinion  of  feparate  fpirits, 
is,  indeed,  of  no  great  importance  to  us,  when  we  confider  ourfelves  as  a£ting 
under  the  eye  of  God  :  yet,  furely,  there  is  Ibmething  pleafing  in  the  belief^ 
that  our  reparation  from  thofe  whom  we  love  is  merely  corporeal  j  and  it  may 
be  a  great  incitement  to  virtuous  friendship,  if  it  can  be  made  probable,  that 
that  union  that  has  received  the  divine  approbation  (hall  continue  to  eternity. 

*•  There  is  one  expedient  by  which  you  may,  in  (bme  degree,  continue  her 
prefcnce.  If  you  write  down  minutely  what  you  remember  of  her  from  your 
carlieft  years,  you  will  read  it  with  great  pleafure,  and  receive  from  it 
many  hints  of  foothing  reoUeftion,  when  time  (hall  remove  her  yet  farther 
from  you,  and  your  grief  (hall  be  matured  to  veneration.  To  this,  however 
painful  for  the  prefent,  I  cannot  but  advife  you,  as  to  a  fource  of  comfort  and 
fatisfaftion  in  the  time  to  come  -,  for  all  comfort  and  all  fatisfaclion  is  fincerely 
iffifhtd  you  by,  dear  Sir, 

*'  Your  moft  obliged,  moft  obedient, 

"  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson. 
Qj,  The 
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The  Rambler  has  increafed  in  fame  as  in  age.  Soen  after  its  firft  (dHo 
edition  was  concluded,  it  was  publifhed  in  four  oftavo  volumes;  and  its 
authour  lived  to  fee  ten  numerous  editions  of  it  in  London,  befide  thofe  of 
Ireland  and  Scodand. 

I  profefs  myfelf  to  have  ever  entertained  a  profound  vi^neradon  for  the 
aftonifhing  force  and  vivacity  of  mind,  whidi  the  Rambler  exhibits.  That 
Johnfon  had  penetration  enough  to  fee,  and  feeing  would  not  difguifc  the* 
general  mifery  of  man  in  this  ftate  of  being,  may  have  given  rife  to  the  fuper- 
ficial  notion  of  his  being  too  ftem  a  philofopher.  But  men  of  refledtion  will  be* 
fenfible  that  he  has  given  a  true  reprefentation  of  human  cxiftence,  and  that  he 
has,  at  the  lame  time,  with  a  generous  benevolence,  dr^layed  every  confolarioa 
which  our  ftate  affords  us ;  not  only  thofe  arifing  from  the  hopes  of  futurity, 
but  fuch  as  may  be  attained  in  the  immediate  progrefs  through  life.  He  has 
not  deprefTed  the  foul  to  defpondency  and  indifference*  He  has  every  where 
inculcated  ftudy,  labour,  and  exertion.  Nay,  he  has  fhewn,  in  a  very  odious 
light,  a  man  whofe  pfaftice  is  to  go  about  darkening  the  views  of  others,  by" 
perpetual  complaints  of  evil,  and  awakening  thofe  confiderations  of  danger 
and  diftrefs,  which  are,  for  the  moft  part,  lulled  into  a  quiet  oblivion.  This 
he  has  done  very  ftrongly  in  his  charafter  of  Sufpirius  *,  from  which  Goldfmith 
took  that  of  Croaker,  in  his  comedy  of  •*  The  Good-natured  Man,?  as 
Johnfon  told  me  he  acknowledged  to  him, .  and  which  is,  indeed,  very 
obvious. 

To  point  out  the  numerous  fubjefts  which  the  RanFibler  treats  with  a  dig- 
nity and  perfpicuity  which  are  there  united  in  a  manner  which  we  fhail  in  vain 
look  for  any  where  elfe,  would  take  up  too  large  a  portion  of  my  book,  and 
would,  I  truft,  be  fuperflvious,  confidering  how  univerfally  thofe  volumes  are 
now  difleminated.  Even  the  nK>ft  condenfed  and  brilliant  fentences  which 
they  contain,  and  which  have  very  properly  been  feleded  under  the  name 
of  **  Beauties  ','*  are  of  confiderable  bulk.  But  I  may  fhortly  obferve, 
that  the  Rambler  fiirnijDhes  fuch  an  aflemblagp  of  difcourfes  on  practical 
religion  and  moral  duty,  of  critical  inveftigarions,  and  allegorical  and  oriental 

*  No.  55. 

^  Dr.  Johnfon  wa$.  gratified  by  feeing  this  feledion,  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Keaifley*  bookfcUer  ia 
Fleet- ftreet,  the  following  note  : 

**  Mr.  Johnfon  fends  compliments  to^r.  Kearfley,  and  begs  the  favocnr  of  fesing  him  as  loo* 
as  he  can.    Mr.  Keairfley  is  defired  to  bring  with  him  the  M  edition  of  what  he  has  honoured 
with  the  nslme  of  Beauties." 
«•  May  20,  1782/' 

tales^ 
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tales,  that  no  mind  can  be  thought  very  deficient  that  has,  by  conftantfiudy  and  v?;^* 
meditation,  affimilatcd  to  kfclf  all  that  may  be  found  there.  No.  7,  written  ^J^TIk 
in  Paifion-week  on  abftraftion  and  ielf-^examination,  and  No.  no,  on  peni- 
tence and  the  placability  of  the  Divine  Nature,  cannot  be  too  often  read. 
No.  54,  on  the  effeft  which  the  death  of  a  friend  fhould  have  upon  us,  though 
rather  too  diipiriring,  may  be  occafionally  very  medicinal  to  the  mind.  Every 
one  muft  luppde  the  writer  to  have  been  deeply  imprefled  by  a  real  fcene;  but  he 
told  me  that  was  not  the  cafe,  which  fliews  how  well  his  fancy  could  conduft 
him  to  the  houfe  of  mourning.  Some  of  thefe  more  folemn  papers,  I  doubt 
not,  particularly  attrafted  the  notice  of  Dr.  Young,  the  authour  of  "  The  Night 
Thoughts,"  of  whom  my  cftimation  is  fuch,  as  to  reckon  his  appbiife 
an  honour  even  to  Johnfbn.  I  have  fecn  fome  volun^es  of  Dr.  Young's  copy 
of  the  Rambler^  in  which  he  has  marked  the  paflages  which  he  thought 
particularly  excellent,  by  folding  down  a  comer  of  the  page ;  and  fuch  as  he 
rated  in  a  fuper-eminent  degree,  are  marked  by  double  folds.  I  am  lorry  that 
fome  of  die  volumes  arc  loft.  Johnfon  was  pleafed  when  toH  of  the  minute 
attention  widi  which  Young  had  fignified  his  approbation  of  his  Eflays. 
•  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  in  no  writings  whatever  can  be  found  more  Icsrk 
and  fteelfor  the  mindj  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreflion ;  more  that  can  brace  and 
invigorate  every  manly  and  noble  fentiment.  No.  32  on  patience,  even 
tmder  extreme  mifery,  is  wonderfully  lofty,  and  as  much  above  the  rant  of  * 
ftoicifm,  as  the  Sun  of  Revelation  is  brighter  than  the  twilight  of  Pagan  phi- 
lofoph'y.  I  never  read  the  following  fentence  without  feeling  my  frame  thrill : 
'*  I  think  there  is  fome  reafon  for  queftioning  whether  the  body  and  mind 
are  not  to  proportioned,  that  the  one  can  bear  all  which  can  be  inflifted  on 
the  other  j  whether  virtue  cannot  fland  its  ground  as  long  as  life,  and  whether 
a  foul  well  principled  will  not  be  fooner  feparated  than  fubdued." 

Though  inftrudtion  be  the  predominant  purpofc  of  the  Rambler,  yet  it  is 
enlivened  with  a  confiderable  portion  of  amufement.  Nothing  can  be  mor^ 
erroneous  than  the  notion  which  fome  perfons  have  entertained,  that  Johnfon 
was  then  a  retired  audiour,  ignorant  of  the  world  i  and,  of  confequence,  that 
he  wrote  only  from  his  imagination  when  he  defcribed  charafters  and  manners. 
He  faid  to  me,  that  before  he  wrote  that  work,  he  had  been  "  running  about 
die  world,''  as  he  expreffed  it,  more  than  almofl  any  body  i ,  and  I  have  heard 
him  relate,  with  much  fatisfadtion,  that  feveral  of  the  charafters  in  the 
Rambler  were  drawn  fo  naturally,  that  when  it  firft  circulated  in  numbers,  a 
chib  in  one  of  the  towns  in  Effex  imagined  themielvcs  to  be  fcverally  exhihited 
in  it,  and  were  much  incenfed  j^ainft  a  perfbn  who,  they  fufpefted,  had  thus 

4  made 
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»75o-  made  them  objefts  of  publick  notice;  nor  were  they  quieted  till  authentick 
JEuC^u  ^flurance  was  given  them,  that  the  Rambler  was  written  by  a  perlbn  who  had 
never  heard  of  anyone  of  them.  Some  of  the  charafters  are  believed  to  have 
Jbeen  aftually  drawn  from  the  life,  particularly  that  of  Profpero  from  Garrick, 
who  never  entirely  forgave  its  pointed  fatire.  For  inftances  of  fertility  of 
fancy,  and  accurate  delcription  of  real  life,  I  appeal  to  No.  1 9,  a  man  who 
ii^anders  from  one  profeffion  to  another,  with  moft  plaufiblc  reafons  for  every 
change.  No.  34,  female  faftidioufnefs  and  timorous  refinement.  No.  82, ,  a 
Virtuofo  who  has  coUefted  curiofities.  No.  88,  petty  modes  of  entertaining  i 
company,  and  conciliating  kindnefs.  No.  182,  fortune-hunting.  No.  1 94 — i  ^^, 
a  tutor's  account  of  the  follies  of  his  pupil.  No.  197—198,  legacy-hunting. 
He  has  given  a  Specimen  erf"  his  nice  obfervation  of  the  mere  extemal  appear- 
ances of  life,  in  this  paflage  in  No.  179,  againft  afFeftation,  that  frequent  and 
xnoft  di{gufldng  quality :  "  He  that  Hands  to  contemplate  the  crouds  that  fiU 
the  ftreets  of  a  populous  city,  will  fee  m5ny  paflengers  whofe  air  and  motion 
it  will  be  difficult  to  behold  without  contempt  and  laughter ;  but  if  he  examine 
what  are  the  appearances  that  thus  powerfully  excite  his  rifibility,  he  will  find 
among  them  neither  poverty  nor  difeafe,  nor  any  involuntary  or  painful  defedlv 
The  difpofition  to  derifion  and  infult,  is  awakened  by  the  foftnefs  of  foppery, 
the  fwell  of  infolence,  the  livelinefs  of  levity,  or  the  folemnity  of  grandeur ; 
by  the  fprightly  trip,  the  flately  ftalk,  the  formal  ftrut,  and  the  lofiy  mien  -, 
by  gelhires  intended  to  catch  the  eye,  and  by  looks  elaborately  formed  as 
evidences  of  importance/' 

Every  page  of  the  Rambler  fhews  a  mind  teeming  with  clafTical  allufion 
and  poetical  imagery :  illuftrations  from  other  writers  are,  upon  all  occafions, 
fo  ready,  and  mingle  fo  eafily  in  his  periods,  that  the  whole  appears  of  one 
uniform  vivid  texture. 

The  Ityle  of  this  work  has  been  cenfured  by  fome  ihallow  criticks  as 
involved  and  turgid,  and  abounding  with  antiquated  and  hard  words.  So  ilj 
founded  is  the  firil  part  of  this  objeftion,  that  I  will  challenge  all  who. may 
Jionourthis  book  with  a  perufal,  to  point  out  any  Englifh  writer  whofe  lan- 
guage conveys  his  meaning  with  equal  force  and  perfpicuity.  'It  muft,  in- 
deed, be  allowed,  that  the  ftrudhire  of  his  fentences  is  expanded,  and 
often  has  fomewhat  of  the  inverfion  of  Latin  i  and  that  he  delighted  to  ex- 
prefs  familiar  thoughts  in  philofophical  language ;  being  in  this  the  reverfe  of 
Socriites,  who,  it  was  faid,  reduced  phjlofophy  to  the  fimplicity  of  common 
Jife*  But  let  us  attend  to  what  he  himfclf  fays  in  his  concluding  paper ; 
^'  When  common  words  were  lefspleafing  to  the  ear,  or  lefs  diftindt:  in  their 

fignification^ 
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flgnification,  I  have  familiarifed  the  terms  of  philofophy,  by  appljdng  them  to  '75o- 
popular  ideas  ^."  And,  as  to  the  fecond  part  of  this  objeftion,  upon  a  late  ^tacTTT 
careful  revifion  of  the  work,  I  can  with  confidence  fay,  that  it  is  amazing 
how  few  of  thofe  words,  for  which  it  has  been  unjuftly  charafterifed,  are 
aftually  to  be  found  in  it  j  I  am  lure,  not  the  proportion  of  one  to  each 
paper.  This  idle  charge  has  been  echoed  from  one  babbler  to  another,  who 
have  confounded  Johnfon's  Eflays  with  Johnfon's  Diftionary ;  and  becaufe 
he  thought  it  right  in  a  Lexicon  of  our  language  to  collect  many  words 
which  Had  fallen  into  difufe,  but  were  fupported  by  great  authorities,  it 
has  been  imagined  that  all  of  thefe  have  been  interwoven  into  his  owa 
Gompofitions-  That  fome  of  them  have  been  adopted  by  him  unneceffarily, 
may,  perhaps,  be  allowed ;  but,  in  general  they  are  evidendy  an  advantage, 
for  without  them  his  ftately  ideas  would  be  confined  and  cramped.  "  He  that 
thinks  with  more  extent  than  another,  will  want  words  of  larger  meaning  ^" 
He  once  told  me,  that  he  had  formed  his  flyle  upon  that  of  Sir  William 
Temple,  and  upon  Chambers's  Propofal  for  his  Diftionary.  He  certainly  was 
miftaken  j  or  if  he  imagined  at  firft  that  he  was  imitating  Temple,  he  was 
very  unfuccefsflil  j  for  nothing  can  be  more  unlike  than  the  fimplicity  of 
Temple,  and  the  richncis  of  Johnfon,  Their  flyles  differ  as  plain  cloth  and 
brocade.  Temple,  indeed,  feems  equally  erroneous  in  fuppofitig  that  he 
himielf  had  formed  his  ftyle  upon  Sandys*s  Hiftory  of  all  Religions. 

The  ftyle  of  Johnfon  was,  undoubtedly,  much  formed  upon  that  of  the 
great  writers  in  the  laft  century,  Hooker,  Bacon,  Sanderfon,  Hakewell, 
and  others ;.  thofe  "  Giants,"  as  they  'Wtr^  well  charafterifed  by  one  whofe 
authority,  were  I  to  name  him,  would  ftamp  a  reverence  on  the  opinion. 

We  may,  with  the.  utmoft  propriety,  apply  to  his  learned  (tyle  that  palTagc 
of  Horace,  a  part  of  which  he  has  taken  as  the  motto  to  his  Diftionary : 

**  Cum  tabulis  animum  cenforis  fumet  bonejii  : 

Audebit  quacumque  farumJpUndoris  babebunt 

Et  fine  fondere  erunt^  et  bonore  indigna  ferentUTy 
*'  Verba  movere  hcOy  quanrvis  invita  rcfedanty. 

Et  verjentur  adbuc  intra  penetralia  Vefta. 

Objcurata  Su  populo  bonus  eruet,  atque 

Proferet  in  lucem  Jpeciofa  vocabula  rerunty 


€€ 


€< 
CC 
CC 


^  Yet  his  ilyle  did  not  oTcape  the  harmlefs  (hafts  of  pleafant  hamoar ;  for  the  ingenious  Bonnell 
Thornton  puhlifhed  a  mock  Rambler  in  the  Druiy4ane  Journal. 
5  Idkr,  No.  70. 
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'^  ^^e  prifcis  memorata  Catmiius  at^ue  Cetbegis, 

Nunc  Jit  us  ijrfarmis  premit  et  deftrta  vetujtas  : 

Adfcijcet  nova,  qtue  genitor  produxmt  ufus : 

^^  Vehemensy  et  liquidusy  puroque  JimiUimus  amnij 

"  Fundet  opes  Latiumque  beabit  divite  lingud^** 

To  fo  great  a  mailer  of  thinking,  to  one  of  fuch  vaft  and  various  know- 
ledge as  Johnfon,  might  have  been  allowed  a  liberal  indulgence  of  that  licexice 
which  Horace  claims  in  another  place  : 


€< 


Si  forte  necejje  eft  , 


^^  Indiciis  nMnftrare  recentibus  abdiia  rerum, 
Fingere  cinSutis  non  exaudita  Cetbegis 
Continget,  dabiturque  licentia  Jufnpta  pudenter  : 
*'  Et  novafiSaque  tmper  babebunt  verba  fidemfi 
*'  Gracofente  cadant,  *parce  detorta.     ^id  autem 
^^  Cecilio  Phutoque  dabit  Romanus,  ademptum 
^*  FirgUio  Varioque  ?    Ego  cur,  acquirere  pauca 
'^  Si  poffnmy  invideor ;  cum  lingua  Catonis  et  Emu 
'^  Sermonem  patrium  ditaverit,  et  nova  rerum 
^'  Nomina  pretulerit  ?    Ucuit  femperque  licebit 
^*  Signatum  pr^ejente  mtdproduqere  nomen  ^Z* 


■ 

Tet  Johnlbn  allured  me,  that  he  h^d  not  taken  upon  him  Co  add  more  thaa 
four  or  five  words  to  the  Engliih  language,  of  his  own  formation ;  and  he  was 
very  much  offended  at  the  general  licence  by  no  means  '*  nM)deftly  taken"  in 
his  time,  not  only  to  coin  new  words,  but  to  ufe  niany  words  in  fenfcs 
quite  diflferent  from  their  eftablifhed  meaning, '  and  thofe  frcquendy  very 
fantaftical. 

Sir  Thomas  Brown,  whofe  life  Johnfbn  wrote,  was  remarkably  fond  of 
Anglo-Latian  diftion ;  and  to  his  example  we  are  to  afcribe  Johnfon*s  fome- 
times  indulging  himfelf  in  this  kind  of  phrafeology*.  Johnfon's  comprehenfion 

•  Horau  Epift.  Lib,  IL  Epift.  H.  »  Horat.  De  Arte  Pbctic4. 

'  The  obfervation  pf  his  having  imitated  Sir  Tbonat  Brown  has  been  made  by  many  people  ; 
and  lately  it  has  been  infifted  on  and  iUuftratcd  by  a  variety  of  quotations  from  Brown  in  one 
of  the  popular  Eflays  written  by  the  Reveiend  Mr.  Knox,  mailer  of  Tnnbridgc  fchool,  whom 
I  have  fct  down  in  my  lift  of  thofe  irfn)  have  fometimes  not  unfucce&fuDy  imitated  Dr.  Johnfon's 
ftyle. 

of 
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of  mind  was  the  mould  for  his  language.  Had  his  conceptions  been  nar-  '^75^* 
rower,  his  expreffion  would  have  been  eaficr.  His  fentences  have  a  dignified  ^utl  \u 
march ;  and,  it  is  certain,  that  his  example  has  given  a  general  elevation  to 
the  language  of  his  country,  for  many  of  our  beft  writers  have  approached 
very  near  to  him  5  and,  /rom  the  influence  which  he  has  had  upon  our  compo- 
fition,  fcarcely  any  jdiing  is  written  now  that  is  not  better  exprefled  than  was 
uflial  before  he  appeared  to  lead  the  national  tafte. 

This  circumftance,  the  truth  of  which  muft  ftrike  every  critical  reader,  has 
been  fo  happily  enforced  by  Mr.  Courtenay,  in  his  "  Moral  and  Literary    • 
Charafter  of  Dr.  Johnfon,"  that  I  cannot  prevail  on  myfelf  to  withhold  it, 
norwithftanding  his,  perhaps,  too  great  pai:riality  for  one  of  his  friends : 

**  By  Nature*s  gifts  ordain'd  mankind  to  rule, 

**  He,  like  a  Titian,  form'd  his  brilliant  fchool  ^ 

**  And  taught  congenial  Ipirits  to  excel, 

f'  While  from  his  lips  impreflive  wifdom  fell. 

**  Ourl^oafted  Goldsmith  felt  the  fovercign  fway; 

*^  From  him  derived  the  fweet,  yet  nervous  lay. 

^*  To  Fame's  proud  cliff  he  bade  our  Raphael  rife ; 

"  Hence  Reynolds'  pen  with  Reynolds*  pencil  vies. 

«  With  Johnfbn's  flame  melodious  Burney  glows, 

^*  While  the  grand  ftrain  in  fmoother  cadence  flows. 

**  And  you,  Malone,  to  critick  learning  dear, 

^*  Correct  and  elegant,  refin'd,  though  clear, 

^*  By  ftudying  him,  acquired  that  claflick  tafte, 

*'  Which  high  in  Shaklpeare's  fane  thy  ftatue  placed. 

"  Near  Johnfon  Steevens  ftands,  on  fcenick  ground, 

**  "Acute,  laborious,  fertile,  and  profound. 

^*  Ingenious  Hawkesworth  to  this  fchool  we  owe„ 

^*  And  fcarce  the  pupil  from  the  tutor  know. 

"  Here  early  parts  accomplilh'd  Jones  fublimes, 

*'  And  fcience  blends  with  Afia's  lofty  rhymes : 

*'  Harmonious  Jones  !  who  in  his  Iplendid  ftrains 

"  Sings  Camdeo's  (ports,  on  Agra's  flowery  plains ; 

«  In  Hindu  fiftions  while  we  fondly  trace 

"  Love  and  the  Mufcs,  deck'd  with  Attick  grace. 

R  «^Amid 


v» 
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i7;o.  «^  Amid  theie  liames  can  Boswell  be  fofgot> 

^ffiut^^,  *^  Scarce  by  North  Britons  now  cftecm*d  a  Scot  ^  t 

*«  Who  to  the  lagc  devoted  from  his  youth, 
*^  Imbib'd  from  him  the  lacrtd  love  of  truth  % 
**  The  keen  refearch,  the  exercife  of  mind, 
^  And  that  beft  art,  the  art  to  know  mankind.-*- 
*'  Nor  was  his  energy  confin'd  alone 
•*  To  friends  around  his  phi}ojR>phick  throne  i 
"  Its  influence  wide  imfr&v'd  our  lettered  ifle^ 
"  And  ludd  vigour  marked  the  general  fiyU : 
*'  As  Nile's  proud  waves,  Iwol'n  frcMn  their  oozy  bed, 
<*  Firft  o'er  the  neighbouring  meads  m^eftick  fpread  ^ 
**  Till  gathering  force^  they  more  and  more  expand, 
**  And  wiih  new  virtue  fcrtilife  the  land/' 

Johnfon's  language,  however,  muft  be  allowed  to  be  too  mafculine  for  the 
delicate  gentlenefs  of  female  writing.  His  ladies,,  therefore,  feem  ftrangely 
formal,  even  to  ridicule ;  and  ieem  well  denominated  by  the  name»  which  he 
has  given  them,  as,  MiieUa,  Zozima,  Properantia,  Rhodoclia, 

It  has  of  late  been  the  fafhion  to  compare  the  ftyle  of  Addifon  and  Johnibn, 
and  to  depreciate,  -I  think  very  unjuftly,  the  ftyle  of  Addiibn  as  ncrvelels  and 
feeble,  becaufe  it  has  not  the  ftrength  tod  energy  of  that  of  Johnfon.  Their 
profc  may  be  balanced  like  the  poetry  of  Dryden  and  Pbpe.  Both  are 
excellent,  though  in  different  ways.  Addifon  writes  with  the  eafe  of  a  gen- 
tleman. His  readers  fancy  that  a  wife  and  accomplifhed  companion  is  talking 
to  them,  fo  that  he  infmuates  his  fentiments  and  tafte  into  their  minds  by  an 
imperceptible  infiuence.  Johnfon  writes  like  a  teacher.  He  di&ates  to  hia 
readers  as  if  from  an  academical  chair.  They  attend  with  awe  and  admi- 
ration;  and  his  precepts  are  imprefled  upon  them  by  his  commanding; 

^  The  following  obfervation  In  Mr.  Bofwell's  Jountal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Htbridis  may  fu£i« 
ciently  account  for  that  gentleman's  being  *'*  now  fcarcely  efteem'd  a  Scot"  by  many  of  his- 
countrymen  :  **  If  he  [Dr.  Johnfon]  was  particularly  prejudiced  againft  the  ScoCs>  it  was  becaufe 
they  were  mor^  in  his  way  ;  becaufe  he  thought  their  fuccefs  in  England  rather  exceeded  the  due 
proportion  of  their  real  merit  v  wd  becaufe  he  could  not  but  (ee  in  them  that  nationality  which^ 
I  believe,  no  liberal-minded  Scotchman  will  deny."  Mr.  Bofwell^  indeed^  is  fb  fxee  from  national 
prejudices^  that  he  might  with  equal  propriety  have  been  defcribed  as— 

•*  Scarce  by  Soiah  Britons  now  efteem'd  a  Scot." 

COVRTBKAT. 

eloquence* 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON  laj 

doqijencc.  Addifon*s  flyle,  like  a  flight  winc»  pleafes  every  bcxlyfrom  the  1750. 
firft.  Johnfpn's,  like  a  Uquor  of  more  body,  feems  too  ftrong  at  firft,  but/ by  *^^^1^^ 
dej;rees,  .is  highly  relifhedi  and  fuch  is  the  melody  of  his  periods,  fo  mucH'do 
tSey  captivate  the  ear,  and  feize  upon  the  attention,  that  there  is  fcarcely  any 
writer,  however  inconfiderable,  who  does  not  aim,  in  fome  degree,  at  the  fame 
Ipecies  of  excellence.  But  let  us  not  ungratefully  undervalue  that  beautiful 
flyle,  which  has  pleafingly  conveyed  to  us  much  inftruftion  and  entertainment. 
Though  comparatively  weak,  when  oppofcd  to  Johnfon*s  Herculean  vigour, 
let  us  not  call  it  pofitively  feeble.  Let  us  remember  the  charafter  of  his 
flyle,  as  given  by  Johnlbn  himfelf :  **  What  he  attempted,  h^  performed;  he 
is  never  feeble^  and  he  did  not  wilh  to  be  energetick;  he  is  never  rapid,  and 
he  never  llagnates.  His  fentences  have  neither  ftudied  amplitude,  nor  afFefted 
brevity:  his  periods,  though  not  diligendy  rounded,  are  voluble  and  eafy. 
Whoever  wifhes  to  attain  an  Englifti  flyle,  familiar  but  not  coarfe,  and  elegant 
but  not  ofl:entadous,  muft  give  his  days  and  nights  to  the  volumes  of 
Addifon '." 

Though  the  Rambler  was  not  concluded  till  the  year  1752,  I  (hall,  under 
this  year,  fay  all  that  I  have  to  obferve  upon  it.  Some  of  the  tranflations  of 
the  mottos  by  himfelf^  are  adniirably  done.  He  acknowledges  to  have 
received  *'  elegant  tranflations  "  of  many  of  them  from  Mr.  James  Elphinfton; 
and  fome  are  very  happily  tranflated  by  a  Mr.  F.  Lewisy  of  whom  I  never 
heard  more,  except  that  Johnfon  thus  defcribed  him  to  Mr.  Malone :  "  Sir,  * 
he  lived  in  Londoii,  and  hung  loofe  upon  fociety."  The  concluding  paper 
of  his  Rambler  is  at  once  dignified  and  pathctick.  I  cannot,  however,  but 
wifli,  that  he  had  not  ended  it  with  an  unneceflary  Greek  verfe,  tranflated 
alfo  into  an  Englifli  couplet.  It  is  too  much  like  the  conceit  of  thofe  drama- 
tick  poets,  who  ufed  to  conclude  each  aft  with  a  rhyme  9  and  the  expreflion  in 
the  firfl:  line  of  his  couplet,  *'  Celeftid  powers ^^  though  proper  in  Pagan  poetry, 
is  ill  fuite4  to  Chriftianity,  with  a  conformity  to  which  he  confbles  himfelfl 
How  much  better  would  it  have  been,  to  have  ended  with  the  profe  fentence, 
**  I  fliall  never  envy  the  honours  which  wit  and  learning  obtain  in  any  other 
caule,  if  I  can  be  numbered  among  the  writers  who  have  given  ardour  to 
virtue,  and  confidence  to  truth.** 

His  friend  Dr.  Birch  being  now  engaged  in  preparing  an  edition  of  Raleigh's 
fmaller  pieces,  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote  the  following  letter  to  that  gentieman : 


'  I  iball  probably,  in  another  work*  muntain  the  merit  of  Addifon's  peltry «7whi%  has  beea 
very  unjaftly  depreciated. 

R  2  ?a 
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To  Dr.  Birch* 

«t  Sir,  Gough-fquare,  May  12,  1750. 

"^KNOWING  that  yovi  are  now  preparing  to  favour  the  publick 
with  a  new  edition  of  Raleigh's  mifcellaneous  pieces,  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  fend  you  a  Manufcript,  which  fell  by  chance  within  my  notice.  I  perceive 
no  proofe  of  forgery  in  my  examination  of  it ;  and  the  owner  tells  me,  that, 
as  he  has  heard,  the  hand-writing  is  Sir  Walter's.  If  you  fhould  find  reafon 
to  conclude  it  genuine,  it  will  be  a  kindnefe  to  the  owner,  a  blind  perfon  *,  to 
recommend  it  to  the  bookfellers,     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant> 

"  Sam.  Johnson.*^ 

His  juft  abhorrence  of  Milton's  political  notions  was  ever  ftrong.  But  this 
did  not  prevent  his  warm  admiration  of  Milton's  great  poetical  merit,  to  which 
he  has  done  illuftrious  juftice,  beyond  all  who  have  written  upon  the  fubjeft. 
And  this  year  he  not  only  wrote  a  Brologue,  which  was  Ipoken  by  Mr. 
Garrick  before  the  a(5ting  of  Comus  at  Drury-lane  theatre,  for  the  benefit  of 
Milton's  grand-daughter,  but  took  a  very  zealous  intereft  in  the  fuccefs  of  the 
charity.  On  the  day  preceding  the  performance,  he  publifhed  the  following^ 
letter  ia  the  **  General  Advertifer,"  addreffed  to  the  printer  of  that  paper : 

*'  Sir, 

"  THAT  a  certain  degree  of  reputation  is  acquired  merely  by 
approving  the  works  of  genius,  and  teftifying  a  regard  to  the  memory  of 
authours,,  is  a  truth  too  evident  to  be  be  denied ;  and  therefore  to  enfure  a 
participation  of  fame  with  a  celebrated  poet,  many  who  would,  perhaps,  have 
contributed  to  ftarve  him  when  alive,  have  heaped  expen^ve  pageants  upon^ 
his  grave. 

"  It  muft,  indeed,  be  confefled^  that  this  method  of  becoming  known  to 
pofterity  with  honour  is  peculiar  to  the  great,  or  at  leaft  to  the  wealthy ;  but 
an  opportunity  aow  offers  for  almoft  every  individual  to  fecure  the  praife  of 
paying  a  juft  regard  to  the  illuftrious  dead,  united  with  the  pleafure  of  doing 
good  to  the  living.  To  aflift  illuftrious  indigence,  ftruggling  with  diftrefs 
and  debilitated  by  age,  is  a  difplay  of  virtue,  and  an  acquifition  of  happinefe 
and  honour^ 

^  Mis,  Williams  is  probably  the  perfon  meant; 

<^  Whoever^ 
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"  Whoever^  then,  would  be  thought  capable  of  pleafure  in  reading  the  ^150. 
works  of  our  incomparable  Milton,  and  not  fb  deftitute  of  gratitude  as  to  m^^TIu 
reflife  to  lay  out  a  trifle  in  rational  and  elegant  entertainment  for  the  benefit  of 
his  living  remains,  for  the  exercife  of  their  own  virtue,  the  increafe  of  their 
reputation,  and  the  pleafing  confcioufnefs  of  doing  good,  fhould  appear  at 
Drury-lane  theatre  to-morrow,  April  5,  when  Comus  will  be  performed  for 
the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fofter,  grand-daughter  to  the  authour,  and  the 
only  lurviving  branch  of  his  family. 

^*  N.  B.  There  will  be  a  new  prologue  on  the  occafion,  written  by  the 
authour  of  Irene,  and  fpoken  by  Mr.  Garrick ;  and,  by  particular  defire, 
there  will  be  added  to  the  Mafque  a  dramatick  fatire,  called  Lethe>  in  which 
Mr.  Garrick  will  perform." 

In  175 1  we  are  to  confider  him  as  carrying  on  both  his  Diftionary  and  lyjTr 
Rambler.  But  he  alfo  wrote  '^  The  Life  of  Cheynel,*"  in  the  milcellany 
called  '*  The  Student;"  and  the  Reverend  Dr.  Douglas  having,  with  uncom- 
mon acutenefs,  clearly  detefted  a  grofs  forgery  and  impofition  upon  the  publick 
by  William  Lauder,  a  Scotch  fchoolmafter,  who  had,  with  equal  impudence  ^ 
and  ingenuity,  reprefented  Milton  as  a  plagiary  from  certain  modern  Latin 
poets,  Johnfon,  who  had  been  fo  far  impofed  upon  as  to  furnifh  a  Preface 
and  Poftfcript  to  his  work,  now  diftated  a  letter  for  Lauder,  addrefled  to  Dr.. 
Douglas,  acknowledging  his  fraud  in  terms  of  fuitable  contrition  ^ 

This  extraordinary  attempt  of  Lauder  was  no  fudden  effort.  He  had 
brooded  over  it  for  many  years ;  and  to  this  hour  it  is  uncertain  what  his 
principal  motive  was,  unlefs  it  were  a  vain  notion  of  his  luperiority,  in  being 
able,  by  whatever  means,  to  deceive  mankind.  To  effeft  this^  he  produced- 
certain  paffages  from  Grotius,  Mafenius,  and  others,,  which  had.  a  faint  refem- 
blance  to  fome  parts  of  the  "  Paradife  Loft."     In  thefe  he  interpolated  fomc 

3  I^  there  (hould  be  any  perfon,.  at  any  future  period^  abfurd  enough  to  fufpefl  that  Johnfon 
was  a  partaker  in  Lauder's  fraud«  or  had  any  knowledge  of  it^.  when  he  aflifted  him  with  hi» 
mafterly  pen,  it  is  proper  here  to  quote  the  words  of  Dr.  Douglas,  now  Bifhop  of  CarlTfle,  at  the 
time  when  he  dete^ed  the  impofition.  **  It  is  to  be  hoped,  nay  it  is  expeBed,  that  the  elegant  and> 
nervous  writer,  whefe  judicious  fentiments  and  inimitable  ftyle  point  out  the  authour  of  Lauder's 
Preface  and  Poftfcript,  will  no  longer  allow  one  to  plume  bimfelf  wi/h  bis  feathers^  who  appeareth^ 
fo  little  to  deferve  his  afliftance  :  an  afliftance  which  I  am  perfuaded  would  never  have  been  com* 
municated,  had  the^  been  the  leaft  fufptcion  of  thofe  factsNvbich  I  have  boen.  the  inftruroent  of 
conveying  to  the  world  in  thefe  (heets*"  Milton  no  Plagiafy^  ad  edit.  p.  78.  And  his  Lordfhip 
has  been  pleafed  now  to  authorife  me  to  fay,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  that  there  is  no  ground 
whatever  for  any  unfavourable  reflexion  againft  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  expreifed  the  ftrongeft  indig- 
nation againft  Laudeit 

fragments^ 
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1 7? I.  fragments  of  Hog*s  Latin  trarillation  of  that  poem,  alledging  that  the 
iitau  4.2!  ^^^^  ^^^  fabricated  was  the  archetype  from  which  Milton  copied.  Thefe 
fabrications  he  publilhed  from  time  to  time  in  the  Gendeman's  Magazine ; 
and,  oxuking  in  his  fancied  fuccefs,  he  in  1.750  ventured  to  collect  them  into 
a  pamphlet,  entitled  "  An  Eflay  on  Milton's  Ufe  and  Imitation  of  the 
Moderns  in  his  Paradife  Loft."  To  this  pamphlet  Johnfon  wrote  a  Prefece, 
in  full  perfuafion  of  Lauder's  honefty,  and  a  Poftfcript  recommending,  in  the 
moft  perfuafive  terms,  a  fubfcription  for  the  relief  of  a  grand-daughter  of 
Milton,  of  whom  he  thus  fpeaks :  "  It  is  yet  in  the  power  of  a  great  people 
to  reward  the  poet  whofe  name  they  boaft,  and  from  their  alliance  to  whofe 
genius,  they  claim  fome  kind  of  fuperiority  to  every  other  nation  of  the 
earth ;  that  poet,  whofe  works  may  poflibly  be  read  when  every  other  monu- 
ment of  Britifli  greatnefs  (hall  be  obliterated;  to  reward  him,  not  with 
pifbures  or  with  medals,  which,  if  he  fees,  he  fees  with  contempt,  but  with 
tokens  of  gratitude,  which  he,  perhaps,  may  even  now  confider  as  not  un- 
worthy the  regard  of  an  immortal  fpirit."  Surely  this  is  inconfiftent  with 
**  enmity  towards  Milton,"  which  Sir  John  Hawkins  imputes  to  Johnfon 
upon  this  occafion,  adding,  *^  I  could  all  along  obferve  that  Johnfon  feemed 
to  approve  not  only  of  the  defign,  but  of  the  argument;  and  feemed  to 
exult  in  a  perfuafion,  that  the  reputation  of  Milton  was  likely  to  (iifFer  by 
this  difcovery.  That  he  was  not  privy  to  the  impofture,  I  am  well  per- 
fuaded ;  but  that  he  wifhed  well  to  the  argument,  may  be  inferred  fron\  the 
Preface,  which  indubitably  was  written  by  Johnfon."  Is  it  poffible  for  any 
man  of  clear  judgement  to  fuppofe  that  Johnfon,  who  fo  nobly  praifed  the 
poetical  excellence  of  Milton  in  a  Poftfcript  to  this  very  "  difcovery,"  as  he 
then  fuppofed  it,  could,  at  the  fame  time,  exult  in  a  perfuafion  that  the  great 
poet's  reputation  was  likely  to  fuffer  by  it  ?  This  is  an  inconfiftency  of  which 
Johnfon  was  incapable ;  nor  can  any  thing  more  be  fairly  inferred  from  the 
Preface,  than  that  Johnfon,  who  was  alike  diftinguiihed  for  ardent  curiofity 
and  love  of  truth,  was  pleafed  with  an  inveftigation  by  which  both  were  grati- 
fied. That  he  was  actuated  by  thefe  motives,  and  certainly  by  no  unworthy 
defire  to  depreciate  our  great  epick  poet,  is  evident  fi"onri  his  own  words ;  for, 
after  mentioning  the  general  zeal  of  men  of  genius  and  literature  '^  to  advance 
the  honour,  and  diftinguifh  the  beauties  of  Paradife  L,oft,'*  he  fays,  «  Among 
the  inquiries  to  which  this  ardour  of  criticifm  has  •  naturally  given  occafion, 
none  is  more  obfcure  in  itfelf,  or  more  worthy  of  rational  curiofity^  than  a 
retrofpedtion  of  the  progrefs  of  this  mighty  genius  in  the  conftrudion  of  his 
worki  a  view  of  the  fabrick  gradually  rifing,  perhaps,  from  frAall  beginnings, 
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till  its  foundation  rcfts  in  the  centre,  and  its  turrets  fparkle  in  the  fkies ;  to 
trace  back  the  ftrudhire  through  all  its  varieties,  to  the  fimplicity  of  its  firft 
plan  5  to  find  what  was  firft  projected,  whence  the  fcheme  was  taken,  how  it 
was  improved,  by  what  afliftance  it  was  executed,  and  from  what  ftopes  the 
materials  were  coileded ;  whether  its  founder  dug  them  from  the  quarries  of 
Nature,  or  demolifhed  other  buildings  to  embellifti  his  own/' — ^Is  this  the  lan- 
guage of  one  who  wifhed  to  blaft  the  laurek  of  Milton  ? 

Though  Johnfon's  circumftances  were  at  this  time  far  from  being  eafy,  his 
humane  and  charitable  difpofition  was  conftandy  exerting  itfelf.  Mrs.  Anna 
Williams,  daughter  of  a  very  ingenious  Welfli  phyfician,  ,and  a  woman  of 
more  than  ordinary  talents  and  literature,  having  come  to  London  in  hopes 
c£  being  cured  %{  a  cataraft  in  both  her  eyes,  which  afterwards  ended  in 
total  blindnefs;  was  kindly  received  as  a  conftant.vifitor  at  his  houle  while 
Mrs.  Johnfon  lived  i  and  after  her  death  having  come  under  his  roof  in  order 
to  have  an  operation  upon  her -eyes  performed  widi  more  comfort  to  her  dian 
in  lodgings,  fhe  had  an  apartment  from  him  during  the  reft  of  her  life,  at  all 
tiaiee  when  he  had  a  houfe. 

In  1752  he  was  almoft  entirely  occupied  with  his  Di£tionary.  The  laft  175* 
paper  of  his  Rambler  was  publifhed  March  2,  this  year  j  after  which,  there 
was  a  cejQTation  for  fome  time  of  any  exertion  of  his  talents  as  an  eflayift.  But, 
in  the  lame  year.  Dr.  Hawkelworth,  who  was  his  warm  admirer,  and  a  ftudious 
imitator  of  his  ftyle,  and  then  lived  in  great  intimacy  with  him,  began  a  periodical 
paper,  entitled  "  The  Adventurer,"  in  conneftion  with  other  gentlemen, 
one  of  whom  was  Johnfon's  much-loved  friend.  Dr.  Bathurft  -,  and,  without 
doubt,  they  received  noany  valuable  hints  from  his  converfarion,  moft  of  his 
friends  having  been  fo  aflifted  in  the  courfe  of  their  works. 

That  there  fliould  be  a  fufpenfion  of  his  literary  labours  during  a  part  of 
the  year  1752,  .will  not  fecm  ftrange,  when  it  is  confidered  that  foon  after 
dofu^  his  Rambler,  he  fufFered  a  lols  which,  there  there  can  be  no  doubt,^ 
afieded  him  with  the  deepeft  diftrefs.  For  on  the  17th  of  March,  O.  S.  his 
wife  died.  Why  Sir  John  Hawkins  fhould  unwarrantably  take  upon  him  even 
to/uppo/e  that  Johnfon*s  fondnefs  for  her  was  dijfembkd  [meaning  fimulated  or  , 
alTumed],  and  to  aflcrt,  that  if  it  was  not  the  cafe,  "  it  was  a  leflbn  he  had 
learned  by  rote,"  I  cannot  conceive  >  unlefs  it  proceeded  fi-om  a  want  of  fimilar 
feelings  in  his  own  breaft.  To  argue  from  her  being  much  older  thaa 
Johnfon,  or  any  other  circumftances,  that  he  could  not  really  love  her,  is 
abfurd ;  for  love  is  not  a  fubjedt  of  reafoning,  but  of  feeling,  and  therefore 
there  are  no  common  pri(iciples  upon  which  one  can  perfuade  another  con- 
cerning 
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i7J«-  cerning  it.  Every  man  feels  for  himfeli^  and  knows  how  he  is  afiedted  by 
JEtatV-i^.'  particular  qualities  in  the  perfon  he  admires,  the  impreflions  of  which  are  too 
minute  and  delicate  to  be  fubftantiated  in  language. 

That  his  love  for  her  was  of  the  moil  ardent  kind,  and,  during  the  long 
period  of  fifty  years,  was  unimpaired  by  the  lapfe  of  time,  is  evident  fi-om 
various  paffages  in  the  feries  of  his  Prayers  and  Meditations,  publifhed  by  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Strahan,  as  well  as  from  other  memorials,  one  of  which  I 
iele6t,  as  ftrongly  marking  the  tendernefs  and  ienfibility  of  his  mind. 

'^  April  23,  1753.  I  know  not  whether  I  do  not  too  much  indulge  the 
vain  longings  of  affe£tion ;  but  I  hope  they  intenerate  my  heart,  and  that 
when  I  die  like  my-Tetty,  this  afFedion  will  be  acknowledged  m  a  happy  inter- 
view, and  that  in  the  mean  time  I  am  incited  by  it  to  piety,  t  will,  however, 
not  deviate  too  much  from  common  and  received  methods  of  devotion.*' 

Her  wedding-ring,  when  fhe  became  his  wife,  was,  after  her  death,  prc- 
ferved  by  him  as  long  as  he  lived  with  an  aflFedtionate  care,  in  a  litde  round 
wooden  box,  in  the  inlide  of  which  he  pafted  a  flip  of  paper,  thus  infcribed 
by  him  in  fair  characters,  as  follows : 

«^  Ebeu! 

*^  Eliz.  Johnfony 

"  Nufta  Jul.  9^  1736, 

"  Mortua,  ebeu! 

"  Mart.  17^  1752/' 

After  his  death,  Mr.  Francis  Barber,  his  faithfol  fervant  and  refiduary  lega- 
tee, offered  this  memorial  of  tendernefs  to  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  Mrs.  Johnfon's 
daughter  j  but  fhe  having  declined  to  accept  of  it,  he  had  it  enamelled  as  a 
mourning-ring  for  his  old  matter,  and  presented  it  to  his  wife,  Mrs.  Barber, 
who  now  has  it. 

The  ftate  of  mind  in  which  a  man  muft  be  upon  the  death  of  a  woman 
whom  he  fincerely  loves,  had  been  in  his  contemplation  many  years  before. 
In  his  Irene,  we  find  the  following  fervent  and  tender  fpeech  of  Demetrius, 
addrefled  to  his  Alpafia : 

"  From  thofe  bright  regions  of  eternal  day, 

"  Where  now  thou  fhin'ft  amongft  thy  fellow  faints, 

^'  Array'd  in  purer  light,  look  down  on  me  ! 

"  In  pleafing  vifions  and  afluafive  dreams, 

*'  O !  footh  iKiy  foul,  and  teach  me  how  to  lofe  thee.** 

I  have 
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I  have,  indeed,  been  told  by  Mrs.  Defmoulins,  who,  before  her  marriage,  »752. 
lived  for  fome  dme  with  Mrs.  Johnfon  at  Hampftead,  that  fhe  indulged  her-  ]^tat'^3^ 
&i£  in  country  air  and  nice  living,  at  an  uniuitable  expence,  while  her  hufband 
was  drudging  in  the  fmoke  of  London,  and  that  (he  by  no  means  treated  him 
witibi  diat  complacency  which  is  the  moft  engaging  quality  in  a  wife.  But  all 
this  is  perfeftly  compatible  with  his  fondnefs  for  her,  elpecially  when  it  is 
remembered  that  he  had  a  high  opinion  of  her  underftanding,  and  that  the 
impreflion  which  her  beauty,  real  or  imaginary,  had  originally  made  upon  his 
&ncy,  being  continued  by  habit,  had  not  been  effaced,  though  (he  herfelf  was 
doubtlefs  much  altered  for  the  worfe.  The  dreadful  fhock  of  feparation  took 
place  in  the  night ;  and  he  immediately  difpatched  a  letter  to  his  friend,  the 
TReverend  Dr.  Taylor,  which,  as  Taylor  told  me,  exprefled  grief  in  the 
ftrongeft  manner  he  had  ev?r  read ;  fo  that  it  b  much  to  be  regretted  it  has 
not  been  prelerved.  The  letter  was  brought  to  Dr.  Taylor,  at  his  houfe  in 
the  Cloyfters,  Wefhninfter,  about  three  in  the  morning ;  and  as  it  fignified 
an  eamefl:  defire  to  fee  him,  he  got  up,  and  went  to  Johnfon  as  foon  as  he 
was  drcfled,  and  found  him  in  tears  and  in  extreme  agitation.  After  being  a 
little  while  together,  Johnfon  requefted  him  to  join  with  him  in  prayer.  He 
then  prayed  extempore,  as  did  Dr.  Taylor  j  and  thus,  by  means  of  that  piety 
which  was  ever  his  primary  objeft,  his  troubled  mind  was,  in  fome  degree, 
foothed  and  compoffed. 

The  next  day  he  wrote  as  follows : 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Taylor. 
*^  Dear  Sir, 

*«  LET  me  have  your  company  and  inflruftion.     Do  not  live  away 
from  me.     My  diftrefs  is  great. 

*'  Pray  defire  Mrs.  Taylor  to  inform  me  what  mourning  I  fliould  buy  for 
my  mother  and  Mifs  Porter,  and  bring  a  note  in  writing  with  you. 
**  Remember  me  in  your  prayers,  for  vain  is  the  help  of  man. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 
"Maith  iS,  1752.  SamJ  Johnson." 


That  his  fufFerings  upon  the  death  of  his  wife  were  fevere,  beyond  what 
are  commonly  endured,  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  information  of  many  who 
were  then  about  him,  to  none  of  whom  I  give  more  credit  than  to  Mr. 

S  Francis 
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175^-  Francis  Barber,  his;  faithful  negro  fervant*,  who  came  into  his  family  about  a 
iEtau  43.  fortnight  after  the  difmal  event.  Thefe  fufFerings  were  aggravated  by  the 
melancholy  inherent  in  his  conftitution ;  and  although  he  probably  was  not 
oftener  in  the  wrong  than  (he  was,  in  the  little  difagreements  which  fometimes 
troubled  his  married  ftate,  during  which,  he  owned  to  me,  that  the  gloomy  irri- 
tability of  his  exiftence  was  more  painful  to  him  than  ever,  he  niight  very  natu- 
rally, after  her  death,  be  tenderly  difpofed  to  charge  himfelf  with  flight  omiflions 
and  offences,  the  fenfe  of  which  would  give  him  much  uneafinefs.  Accord- 
ingly we  find,  about  a  year  after  her  deceafe,  that  he  thus  addrefled  the 
Supreme  Being :  "  O  Lord,  who  givefl  the  grace  of  repentance,  and  heareft 
the  prayers  of  the  penitent,  grant  that  by  true  contrition  I  may  obtain  forgive- 
nefs  of  all  the  fms  committed,  and  of  all  dudes  negle6ted  in  i^iy  union  with 
.  the  wife  whom  thou  haft  taken  from  me;  for  the  negleft  of  joint  devotion^ 
patient  exhortation,  and  mild  inftruftion  ^"  The  kindnefs  of  his  heart,  not- 
withflanding  the  impetuofity  of  his  temper,  is  well  known  to  his  friends  y  and  I 
cannot  trace  the  fmalleft  foundation  for  the  following  dark  and  uncharitable 
afTertion  by  Sir  John  Hawkins :  "  The  apparition  of  his  departed  wife  was 
altogether  of  the  terrifick  kind,  and  hardly  afforded  him  a  hope  that  ihe  was 
in  a  ftate  of  happinefs  '^Z*  That  he,  in  conformity  with  the  opinion  of  many 
of  the  moft  able,  learned,  and  pious  Chriftians  in  all  ages,  fuppofed  that  there 
was  a  middle  ftate  after  death,  previous  to  the  time  at  which  departed  fouls 
are  finally  received  to  eternal  felicity,  appears,  I  think,  unqueftionably  from 
his  devotions :  "  And,  O  Lord,  fo  far  as  it  may  be  lawful  in  me,  I  commend 
to  thy  fatherly  goodnefs  the  foul  of  my  departed  wife\  befeeching  thee  to  grant 
her  whatever  is  beft  in*  her  prefent  ftate^  and  finally  to  receive  her  to  eternal  hap^ 
pinejs'^.''  But  this  ftate  has  not  been  looked  upon  with  horrour,  but  only  as 
lefs  gracious. 

♦  Francis  Barber  was  bbrn  in  Jamaica,  and  was  brought  to  England  iij  x  750  hy  Colonel  Bathirrft, 
father  of  Johnfon's  very  intimate  friend.  Dr.  Bathurft,  He  was  fcnt,  for  fome  time,  to  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Jadcfon's  ibhool,  at  Barton  in  Yorkfhire.  The  Colonel  hy  his  will  left  him  his 
freedom,  and  Dr.  Bathurft  was  willing  that  he  fhould  enter  into  Johnfon"s  fervice,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued from  1752  till  Johnfon's  deaths  with  the  exception  of  two  intervals;  in  one  of  which,  upon 
fome  difference  with  his  mafter,  he  went  and  ferved  an  apothecary  in  Cheaplide,  but  ftill  vifited 
Dr.  Johnfon  occafionally ;  in  another,  when  he  took  a  fancy  to  go  to  fea.  Part  of  the  time, 
indeed,  he  was,  by  the  kindnefs  of  his  mailer,  at  a  fchool  in  Northamptonftiire,  that  he  might 
have  the  advantage  of  fome  learning.  So  early  and  fo  lading  a  connexion  was  there  between  T>u 
Johnfon  and  this  humble  friend. 

5  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  19,  ?  Hawkins's  Life  of  Johnfon,  p,  3i5» 

'  l*rayers  and  Meditations,  p.  20. 
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He  depofited  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Johnfon  in  the  church  of  Bromley  in      1752- 
Kent,  to  which  he  was  probably  led  by  the  refidence  of  his  friend  Hawkefworth  ^EtaT^ 
at  that  place.     The  funeral  fermon  which  he  compofed  for  her,  which  was 
•never  preached,  but  having  been  given  to  Dr.  Taylor,  has  been  publilhed  fince 
his  death,  is  a  performance  of  uncommon  excellence,  and  full  of  rational  and 
pious  comfort  to  fuch  as  are  depreffed  by  that  fevere  affliftion  which  Johnfon 
felt  when  he  wrote  it.     When  it  is  confidered  that  it  was  written  in  fuch  an 
agitation  of  mind,  and  in  the  Ihort  interval  between  her  death  and  burial,  ^ 
it  cannot  be  read  without  wonder. 

From  Mr.  Francis  Barber  I  have  had  the  following  authentick  and  artlefs 
account  of  the  fituation  in  which  he  found  him  recently  after  his  wife's  death : 
^*  He  was  in  great  affliftion.  Mrs.  Williams  was  then  living  in  his  houfe; 
*^  which  was  in  Gough-lquare.  He  was  bufy  with  the  Diftidnary.  Mri 
**  Shiels,  and  fome  others  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  formerly  written  for 
*'  him,  ufcd  to  come  about  him.  He  had  then  litde  for  himfelf,  but  fre- 
**  quendy  fcnt  money  to  Mr.  Shiels  when  in  diftrefs.  The  friends  who 
^*  vifited  him  at  that  time,  were  chiefly  Dr.  Bathurft,  and  Mr.  Diamond, 
*^  an  apothecary  in  Cork-ftreet,  Burlington-gardens,  with  whom  he  and  Mrs. 
^^  Williams  generally  dined  every  Sunday.  There  was  a  talk  of  his  going 
*'  to  Iceland  with  him,  which  would  probably  have  happened  had  he  lived. 
**  There  were  alfo  Mr.  Cave,  Dr.  Hawkefworth,  Mr.  Ryland,  merchant  on 
**  Tower-hill,  Mrs.  Mailers  the  poetefs,  who  lived  with  Mr.  Cave,  Mrs. 
*^  Carter,  and  fomerimes  Mrs.  Macaulay ;  alfo,  Mrs.  Gardiner,  wife  of  a  tallow* 
**  chandler  on  Snow-hill,  not  in  the  learned  way,  but  a  worthy  good  woman ; 
«^  Mr.  (now  Sir  Jofhua)  Reynolds  j  Mr.  Millar,  Mr.  Dodfley,  Mr.  Bouquet, 
'*  Mr.  Payne  of  Paternofter-row,  bookfellers ;  Mr.  Strahan  the  printer,  the 
*^  Earl  of  Orrery,  Lord  Southwell,  Mr.  Garrick." 

Many  are,  no  doubt,  omitted  in  this  catalogue  of  his  friends,  and,  in  jpar- 
ticular,  his  humble  friend  Mr.  Robert  Levet,  an  obfcure  praftifer  in  phyfick 
amongft  the  lower  people,  his  fees  being  fomerimes  very  fmall  fums,  fome- 
times  whatever  provifions  his  patients  could  afford  him,  but  of  fuch  extenfivc 
praftice  in  that  way,  that  Mrs.  Williams  has  told  me,  his  walk  was  from 
Houndfditch  to  Marybone.  It  appears  from  Johnfon's  diary,  that  their 
acquaintance  commenced  about  the  year  1746 ;  and  fuch  was  Johnfon's  predi- 
le&ion  for  him,  and  fancifiil  eftimation  of  his  moderate  abilities,  that  I  have 
heard  him  fay  he  ftiould  not  be  fatisfied,  though  attended  by  all.  the  College  of 
Phyficians,  unlefs  he  had  Mr.  Levet  with  him.  Ever  fmce  I  was  acquainted 
with  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  many  years  before,  as  I  have  been  aflfured  by  thofe  wha 
knew  him  earlier,  Mr.  Levet  had  an  apartment  in  his  houfe,  or  his  chambers, 
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and  waited  upon  him  eveiy  morning,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  lat:e  and 
tedious  breakfaft.  He  was  of  a  ftrange  grotefque  appearance^  iliiF  and  formal 
in  his  manner,  and  ieldom  faid  a  word  while  any  company  was  prefent. 

The  circle  of  his  friends,  indeed,  at  this  time  was  extenfive  and  various,  far 
beyond  what  has  been'generally  imagined.  To  trace  his  acquaintance  with  each 
particular  perfon,  if  it  could  be  done»  would  be  a  taflc,  of  which  the  labour 
would  not  be  repaid  by  the  advantage.  But  exceptions  are  to  be  made ;  one 
of  which  muft  be  a  friend  fo  eminent  as  Sir  Jojflbua  Reynolds,  who  was  truly 
his  duke  decusy  and  with  whom  he  maintained  an  uninterrupted  intimacy  to 
the  laft  hour  of  his  life.  When  Johnlbn  lived  in  CalUc-ftreet,  Cavendifh- 
iquare,  he  ufed  frequendy  to  vifit  two  ladies,^  who  lived  oppofite  to  him> 
Mifs  Cotterells,  daughters  of  Admiral  Cotterell.  Reynolds  ufed  alfo  to  vifit 
there,  and  thus  they  met.  Mr.  Reynolds,  as  I  have  obfervcd  above,  had^ 
from  the  firft  reading  of  his  Life  of  Savage^  conceived  a  very  high  admirarioit 
of  Johnfon's  powers  of  writing.  His  converfation  no  lc6  delighted  him ;  and 
he  cultivated  his  acquaintance  with  the  laudable  zeal  of  one  who  was  am- 
bitious  of  general  improvement.  Sir  Jofhua,  indeed,  was  lucky  enough  at 
their  very  firft  meeting  to  make  a  remark,  which  was  fo  much  above  the 
common-place  ftyle  of  converfation,,  that  Johnfon  at  once  perceived  that 
Reynolds  had  the  habit  of  thinking  for  himfelf.  The  ladies  were  regretting  the 
death  of  a  friend,  to  whom  they  owed  great  oWigations ;  upon  which  Reynolds 
obferved,  '•  You  have,  however,  the  comfort  of  being  relieved  from  a  burthen 
of  gratitude."  They  were  fhocked  a  little  at  this  alleviating  fuggeflion,  as 
too  felfifh  J  but  Johnlbn  defended  it  in  his  clear  ^nd  forcible  manner,  and  was 
much  pleafed  with  the  mindy  the  fair  view  of  human  nature,  which  it  exhibited^ 
like  fome  of  the  refleftions  of  Rochefaucault.  The  confcquence  was,  that  he 
went  home  with  Reynolds,  and  fupped  with  him. 

Sir  Jofliua  has  told  me  a  jdeafant  chara(5eriftical  anecdote  of  Johnfon  about 
the  time  of  their  firft  acquaintance.  When  they  were  one  evening  together 
at  the  Mifs  Cotterells,  the  then  Duchels  of  Argyle  and  another  lady  of  high 
rank  came  in.  Johnfon  thinking  that  the  Mifs  Cotterells  were  too  much 
cngrofled  by  them,  and  that  he  and  his  friend  were  neglefted,.  as  low  com- 
pany of  whom  they  were  fomewhat  alhamed,  grew  angry  j  and  refolving  to 
fhock  their  fuppofed  pride,  by  making  their  great  vifiters  imagine  that  his 
fiiend  and  he  were  low  indeed,  he  addrefled  himfelf  in  a  loud  tone  to  Mr* 
"Reynolds,  laying,  *'  How  much  do  you  think  you  and  I  could  get  in  a  week, 
if  we  were  to  work  as  bard  as  we  could  ?"  as  if  they  had  been  common 

mechanicks. 
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His  acquaintance  with  Bennct  Langton^  Efq.  of  Langton,  in  Lincolnlhirc,      ^IS^* 
another  much  valued  friend,  commenced  foon  after  the  conclufion  of  his  ]^tat.^j. 
Rambler,  which  that  gendeman,  then  a  youth,  had  read  with  fo  much  admi- 
ration, that  he  canoe  to  London  chiefly  with  the  view  of  endeavouring  to  be 
introduced  to  its  authour.   By  a  fortunate  chance  he  happened  to  take  lodgings 
in  a  houfe  where  Mr.  Levet  frequently  vifited  j  and  having  mentioned  his 
wilh  to  his  landlady,  Ihe  introduced  him  to  Mr.  Levet,  who  readily  obtained 
Johnfon's  permiffion  to  bring  Mr.  Langton  to  him ;   as,  indeed,  Johnlbn, 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  had  no  ftiynefs,  real  or  afiedted,  but  was 
cafy  of  accefs  to  all  who  were  properly  recommended,  and  even  wilhed  to  fee 
numbers  at  his  levee,  as  his  morning  circle  of  company  might,  with  ftrift 
propriety,  be  called.     Mr.  Langton  was  exceedingly  lurprized  when  the  fage 
firft  appeared.     He  had  not  received  the  fmalleft  intimation  of  his  figure, 
drefe,  or  manner.     From  perufing  his  writings,   he  fancied  he  Ihould  fee  a 
decent,  well-dreft,  in  ihort,  a  remarkably  decorous  philofophen     Inftead  of 
which,   down  from  his  bed-chamber,  about  noon,  came,  as  newly  rifen,  a 
huge  uncouth  figure,  with  a  little  dark  wig  which  fcarcely  covered  his  head, 
and  his  clothes  hanging  loofc  about  him.     But  his  converfation  was  fo  rich,, 
fo  animated,  and  fo  forcible,  and  his  religious  and  political  notions  fo  con- 
genial with  thofe  in  which  Mr.  Langton  had  been  educated,  that  he  conceived 
for  him  that  veneration  and  attachment  which  he  ever  preferved.     Johnfon 
was  not  the  lefs  ready  to  love  Mr.  Langton,  for  his  being  of  a  very  ancient 
family ;  for  I  have  heard  him  fay,  with  pleafure,  "  Langton,  Sir,  has  a  grant 
of  a  warren  from  Henry  the  Second ;   and  Cardinal  Stephen  Langton,  in 
King  John's  reign,  was  of  this  family." 

Mr.  Langton  afterwards  went  to  purfue  his  ftudies  at  Trinity  College, 
Oxford,  where  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  his  fellow -ftudent,  Mr. 
Topham  Beauclerk,  who,  though  their  opinions  and  modes  of  life  were 
fo  different,  that  it  feemed  utterly  (mprobable  that  they  ihould  at  all  agree, 
had  fo  ardent  a  love  of  literature,  fo  acute  an  underftanding,  fuch  elegance  of 
manners,  and  fo  well  difcerned  the  excellent  qualities  of  Mr.  Langton,  that 
they  became  intimate  friends. 

Johnfon,  foon  after  this  acquaintance  began,  pailed  a  confiderable  time  at 
Oxford.  He  at  firft  thought  it  ftrange  that  Langton  Ihould  affociate  fo  much 
with  one  who  had  the  charafter  of  being  loofe,  both  in  his  principles  and 
practice;  but,  by  degrees,  he  himfelf  was  fafcinated.  Mr.  Beauclerk's  being 
of  the  St.  Albans'  family,  and  having,  in  fome  particulars,  a  refemblance  to 
Charl«s  the  Second,  contiributed,  in  Johnfon's  imagination,  to  throw  a  luftre 

upon 
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upon  his  other  qualities ;  and,  in  a  fliort  time,  the  moral,  pious  Johnfbn,  and 
the  gay,  diffipated  Beauclerk,  were  companions.  "  What  a  coalition !  (faid 
Garrick,  when  he  heard  of  this  j)  I  fhall  have  my  old  friend  to  bail  out  of  the 
Round-houfe."  But  I  can  bear  teftimony  that  it  was  a  very  agreeable  affo- 
ciation.  Beauclerk  was  too  polite,  and  valued  learning  and  wit  too  much,  to 
offend  Johnfon  by  fallies  of  infidelity  or  licentioufncfs ;  and  Johnfon  delighted 
in  the  good  qualities  of  Beauclerk,  and  hoped  to  correft  the  evil.  Innu- 
merable were  the  foenes  in  which  Johnfon  was  amufed  by  thefe  young  men. 
Beauclerk  could  take  more  liberty  with  him,  than  any  body  with  whom  I  ever 
law  him ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  Beauclerk  was  not  fpared  by  his  refpedlable 
companion,  when  reproof  was  proper.  Beauclerk  had  fuch  a  propenfity  to 
fatirc,  that  at  one  time  Johnfon  faid  to  him,  "  You  never  open  your  mouth 
but  with  intention  to  give  pain ;  and  you  have  often  given  me  pain,  not  from 
die  power  of  what  you  faid,  but  from  feeing  your  intention."  At  another 
time  applying  to  him,  with  a  flight  alteration,  a  line  of  Pope,  he  faid,  "  Thy 
love  of  folly,  and  thy  fcorn  of  fools — Every  thing  thou  doft  Ihews  the  one, 
and  every  thing  thou  fay'ft  the  other."  At  another  time  he  faid  to  him, 
**  Thy  body  is  all  vice,  and  thy  mind  all  virtue."  Beauclerk  not  feeming 
to  reliih  the  compliment,  Johnfon  faid,  *^  Nay,  Sir,  Ale;^ander  the  Great, 
marching  in  triumph  into  Babylon,  could  not  have  defired  to  have  had  more 
faid  to  him." 

Johnfon  was  fome  time  with  Beauclerk  at  his  houfe  at  Windfor,  where  he 
was  entertained  with  experiments  in  natural  philofophy.  One  Sunday,  when 
the  weather  was  very  fine,  Beauclerk  enticed  him,  infenfibly,  to  faunter  about 
all  the  morning.  They  went  into  a  church-yard,  in  the  time  of  divine  fervice, 
and  Johnfon  laid  himfclf  down  at  his  eafe  upon  one  of  the  tomb-ftones. 
<'  Now,  Sir,  (faid  Beauclerk)  you  are  like  Hogarth's  Idle  Apprenticet" 
When  Johnfon  got  his  penfion,  Beauclerk  faid  to  him,  in  the  humorous  phrafe 
of  FalftafF,  "  I  hope  you'll  now  purge,  and  live  cleanly  like  a  gentleman." 

One  night  when  Beauclerk  and  Langton  had  fupped  at  a  tavern  in  London, 
and  fat  till  about  three  in  the  morning,  it  came  into  their  heads  to  go  and 
knock  up  Johnfon,  and  fee  if  they  could  prevail  on  him  to  join  them  in  a 
ramble.  They  rapped  violently  at  the  door  of  his  chambers  in  the  Temple, 
till  at  laft  he  appeared  in  his  Ihirt,  with  his  little  black  wig  on  the  top  of  his 
head,  inftead  of  a  nightcap,  and  a  poker  in  his  hand,  imagining,  probably, 
that  fome  ruffians  were  coming  to  attack  him.  When  he  difcovered  who 
they  were,  and  was  told  their  errand,  he  fmiled,  and  with  great  good  humour 
agreed  to  their  propofal:  "  What,  is  it  you,  you  dogs !   I'll  have  a  friik  with 

you," 
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you/'   He  was  foon  dreft,  and  they  Tallied  forth  together  into  Covent-Gaixleit,      '752- 
where  the  green-grocers  and  fruiterers  were  beginning  to  arrange  their  hampers,  '^xslu  ±3* 
juft  come  in  from  the  country.     Johnfon  made  fome  attempts  to  help  them ;         ^ 
but  the  honeft  gardeners  flared  fo  at  his  figure  and  manner,  and  odd  inter- 
ference, that  he  loon  faw  his  fervices  were  not  reliihed.     They  then  repaired 
to  one  of  the  neighbouring  taverns,  and  made  a  bowl  of  that  liquor  called 
Bijhopy  which  Johnfon  had  always  liked ;  while  in  joyous  contempt  of  fleep^ 
from  which  he  had  been  roufcd,  he  repeated  the  feftive  lines, 

*'  Short,  O  Ihort  then  be  thy  reign, 
"  And  give  us  to  the  world  again  ! '' 

They  did  not  ftay  long,  but  walked  down  to  the  Thames,  took  a  boat,  and 
rowed  to  Billingfgate.  Beauclerk  and  Johnfon  were  fo  well  pleafed  with  their 
amufement,  that  they  refolved  to  perfevere  in  diffipation  for  the  reft  of  the 
day:  but  Langton  deferted  them,  being  engaged  to  breakfaft  with  fome 
young  ladies.  Johnfon  fcolded  him  for  "  leaving  his  focial  friends,  to  go  and 
fit  with  a  fet  of  wretched  un-idead  girls.'*  Garrick  being  told  of  this  ramble, 
faid  to  him  fmartly,  *^  I  heard  of  your  frolick  t'other  night.  You'll  be  in  the 
Chronicle."  Upon  which  Johnfon  afterwards  obferved,  "  He  durft  not  do 
fuch  a  thing.     His  wife  would  not  let  him ! " 

He  entered  upon  the  year  1753  with  his  ufual  piety,  as  appears  from  the      1753. 
following  prayer  tranfcribed  from  that  part  of  his  diary  which  he  burnt  a  few 
days  before  his  death : 

"  Jan.  I,  1753,  N.  S.  which  I  Ihall  ufe  for  the  future. 

"  Almighty  God,  who  haft  continued  my  life  to  this  day,  grant  that,  by 
the  afliftance  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  I  may  improve  the  time  which  thou  fhalt 
grant  me,  to  my  eternal  falvation.  Make  me  to  remember,  to  thy  glory, 
thy  judgements  and  thy  mercies.  Make  me  fo  to  confider  the  lofs  of  my 
wife,  whom  thou  haft  taken  from  me,  that  it  may  difpofe  me,  by  thy  grace, 
to  lead  the  refiduc  of  my  life  in  thy  fear.  Grant  this,  O  Lord,  for  Jesus 
Christ's  fake.     Amen." 

He  now  relieved  the  drudgery  of  his  Didionary,  and  the  melancholy  of 
his  grief,  by  taking  an  aftive  part  in  the  compofirion  of  "  The  Adventurer," 
in  which  he  began  to  write  April  lo,  marking  his  effays  with  the  fignature  T, 
by  which  moft  of  his  papers  in  that  coUeftion  are  diftinguifhed :  thofe,  how- 
ever, which  have  that  fignature  and  alfo  that  of  My/argyru^y  were  not  written 
by  him,   but,  as  I  fuppofe,  by  Dr.  Bathurft.     Indeed  Johnfon's  energy  of 

thought 
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»75:5-  thought  and  richncfs  of  language,  are  ftin  nrwre  decHivc  marks  than  any  figna- 
-ffitatl  44.  ^^^-  •A.s  a  proof  of  this,  my  readers,  I  imagine,  will  not  doubt  that  No.  39, 
on  flcep,  is  his ;  for  it  not  only  has  the  general  texture  and  colour  of  his  ftyle, 
but  the  audiours  with  whom  he  was  peculiarly  converfant  are  readily  introduced 
in  it  in  curfory  allufion.  The  tranQadon  of ^  paflage  in  Statius  quoted  in  that 
paper,  and  marked  C.  B.  is  certainlytheperfonnance  of  Dn  Charles  Bathurft. 
How  much  this  amiable  man  adhially  contributed  to  **  The  Adventurer,"  can- 
not be  known.  Let  me, add,  that  Hawkefworth's  imitations  of  Johnfon  arc* 
fometimes  fo  happy,  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  diftinguilh  them,  with 
certainty,  from  the  compofitions  of  his  great  archetype.  Hawkefworth  was 
his  clofeft  imitator,  a  circumftance  of  which  that  writer  would  once  have  been 
proud  to  be  told ;  though,  when  he  had  become  elated  by  having  rifen  into 
Ibme  degree  of  confequence,  he,  in  a  converfation  with  me,  had  the  provoking 
effrontery  to  fay  he  was  not  fcnfible  of  it. 

Johnfon  was  truly  zealous  for  the  fuccefs  of  "  The  Adventurers'*  and  very 
foon  after  his  engaging  in  it,  he  wrote  the  following  letter 

T(f  the  Reverend  Dr.  Joseph  Warton. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

^  I  OUGHT  to  have  written  to  you  before  now,  but  I  ought  to  do 
many  things  which  I  do  not ;  nor  can  I,  indeed,  claim  any  merit  from  this 
letter ;  for  being  defired  by  the  authours  and  proprietor  of  the  Adventurer  to 
look  out  for  another  hand,  my  thoughts  neceflarily  fix'd  upon  you,  whofe  fund 
of  literature  will  enable  you  to  affift  tjiem,  with  very'litde  interruption  of 
your  ftudies. 

^^  They  defu^  you  to  engage  to  fiirnifh  one  paper  a  month,  at  two  guineas' 
a  paper,  which  you  may  very  readily  perform.  We  have  confidered  that  a 
paper  Ihould  confift  of  pieces  of  imagination,  pictures  of  life,  and  diiqui- 
fitions  of  literature.  The  part  which  depends  on  the  imagination  is  very  well 
fupplied,  as  you  will  find  when  you  read  the  paper ;  for  defcriptions  of  life, 
ihere  is  now  a  treaty  almoft  made  with  an  authour  and  an  authorefs ;  and  the 
province  of  criticifm  and  literature  they  are  very  dcfirous  to  affign  to  the 
^  commentator  on  Virgil. 

"  I  hope  this  propofal  will  not  be  rejeded,  and  that  the  next  poft  will 
bring  us  your  cortipliance.  I  ipeak  as  one  of  the  fraternity,  though  I  have 
no  part  in  the  paper,  beyond  now  and  then  a  motto  i  but  two  of  the  writers 
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arc  my  particular  friends,  and  I  hope  the  pleafure  of  feeing  a  third  united  to      «7n* 
them,  will  not  be  denied  to,  dear  Sir,  iEtaTlI^ 

**  Your  moft  obedient 

**  And  moft  humble  fervant, 
"March  8,  1753.  Sam.  Johnson." 

The  confcquence  of  this  letter  was.  Dr.  Warton's  enriching  the  coUedion 
with  feveral  admirable  eflays. 

Johnfon's  faying  "  I  have  no  part  in  the  paper  beyond  now  and  then  a 
motto,"  may  feem  inconfiftent  with  his  being  the  authour  of  the  papers 
marked  T.  But  he  had,  at  this  time,  written  only  one  number  j  and  befides, 
even  at  any  after  period,  he  might  have  ufcd  the  fame  expreflion,  confider- 
ing  it  as  a  point  of  honour  not  to  own  them  ;  for  Mrs.  Williams  told  me,  that 
"  as  he  had  given  thofe  eflays  to  Dr.  Bathurft,  who  fold  them  at  two  guineas 
each,  he  never  would  own  them  j  nay,  he  ufed  to  fay  he  did  not  write  them : 
but  the  faft  was,  that  he  diStated  them,  while  Bathurft  wrote."  I  read  to  him 
Mrs.  Williams's  account ;  he  fmiled,  and  faid  nothing. 

1  am  not  quite  fatisfied  with  the  cafuiftry  by  which  the  produftions  of  one 
pcrfbn  are  thus  pailed  upon  the  world  for  the  produftions  of  another.  I  allow 
that  not  only  knowledge,  but  powers  and  qualities  of  mind  may  be  com- 
municated \  but  the  adhial  efFeft  of  individual  exertion  never  can  be  tranf- 
ferred,  with  truth,  to  any  other  than  its  own  original  caufe.  One  perfon's  child 
may  be  made  the  child  of  another  perfon  by  adoption,  as  among  the  Romans, 
or  by  the  ancient  Jewifti  mode  of  a  wife  having  children  borne  to  her  upon 
her  knees,,  by  her  handmaid.  But  thefe  were  children  in  a  different  fenfe  from 
that  of  nature.  It  was  clearly- underftood  that  they  were  not  of  the  blood  of 
their  nominal  parents.  So  in  literary  children,  an  authour  may  give  the  profits 
and  fame  of  his  compofition  to  another  man,  but  cannot  make  that  other  the 
real  authour.  A  Highland  gentleman,  a  younger  branch  of  a  family,  once 
confulted  me  if  he  could  not  validly  purchafe  the  Chicftainlhip  of  his  family, 
from  the  Chief  who  was  willing  to  fell  it.  I  told  him  it  was  impofllble  for 
him  to  acquire,  by  purchafe,  a  right  to  be  a  different  perfon  from  what  he 
really  was;  for  that  the  right  of  Chieftainfhip  attached  to  the  blood  of  primo- 
geniture, and,  therefore,  was  incapable  of  being  transferred.  I  added,  that 
though  Efau  fold  his  birth-right,  or  the  advantages  belonging  to  it,  he  ftill 
remained  the  firft-bom  of  his  parents  \  and  that  whatever  agreement  a  Chief 
might  make  with  any  of  the  clan,  the  Herald's  Office  could  not  admit  of  the 
metamorphofis,  or  with  any  decency  atteft  that  the  younger  was- the  elders  but 
I  did  not  convince  the  worthy  gentleman. 

T  Johnfon's 
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Johnfon*s  papers  in  the  Adventurer  arc  very  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the 
Rambler ;  but  being  rather  more  varied  in  their  fubje£b>  and  being  mixed 
with  cffays  by  other  writers,  upon  topicks  more  generally  attraftive  than  even 
the  mofl:  elegant  ethical  difcourles,  the  falc  of  the  work,  at  firft,  was  more 
extenfive.  Without  meaning,  however,  to  depreciate  the  Adventurer,  I  muft 
obferve,  that  as  the  value  of  the  Rambler  came,  in  the  progrefs  of  time,  to 
be  better  known,  it  grew  upon  the  publick  eflimation,  and  that  its  lale  has  far 
exceeded  that  of  any  other  periodical  papers  fince  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne. 

In  one  of  the  books  of  his  diary  I  find  the  following  entry : 

<^  Apr.  3,  1753*  I  began  the  fecond  vol.  ofmyDiftionary,  room  being  left 
in  the  firft  for  Preface,  Grammar,  and  Hiftory,  none  of  them  yet  begun. 

"  O  God,  who  haft  hitherto  luppcMted  me,  enable  me  to  proceed  in  diis 
labour,  and  in  the  whole  talk  of  my  prcfent  ftate ;  tliat  iVlien  I  fhall  render 
up,  at  the  laft  day,  an  account  of  the  talent  committed  to  me,  I  may  receive 
pardon,  for  the  fake  of  Jesus  Christ.    Amen." 

He  this  year  favoured  Mrs.  Lennox  With  a  Dedication  to  the  Earl  of 
Orrery,  of  her  "  Shaklpcare  lUuftrated." 

In  1754  I  can  trace  nothing  publilhed  by  him,,  except  his  numbers  of  the 
Adventurer,  and  ^«  The  Life  of  Edward  Cave,"  in  the  Gendeman's  Maga- 
zine for  February.  In  biography  there  can  be  no  queftion  that  he  excelkd, 
beyond  all  who  have  attempted  that  ipecies  of  compofidon  j  upon  which, 
indeed,  he  fct  the  higheft  value.  To  the  minute  feledion  of  chara<5teriftical 
circumftances,  for  which  the  ancients  were  remarkable,  he  added  a  philo- 
fophical  refearch,  and  the  moft  perlpicuous  and  energerick  language.  Cave 
was  certainly  a  man  of  cftimable  qualities,  and  was  eminently  diligent  and 
fuccefsful  in  his  own  bufinefs,  which>  doubtlefs,  entitled  him  to  relpcft.  But 
he  was  peculiarly  fortunate  in  being  recorded  by  Jonnfon,  who,  erf"  the  narrow 
life  of  a  printer  and  publifher,  without  any  digreflions  or  ^adventitious  circum- 
ftances,  has  made  an  interefting  and  agreeable  narrative. 

The  Dictionary,  we  may  believe,  afforded  Johnfon  full  occupation  this 
year.  As  it  approaclied  to  its  conclufion,  he  probably  worked  with  redoubled 
vigour,  as  feamen  increafe  their  exertion  and  alacrity  when  they  have  a  near 
prolpeft  of  their  haven. 

Lord  Chefterfield,  to  whom  Johnfon  had  paid  the  high  compliment  of 
addrefling  to  his  Lordlhip  the  Plan  of  his  Di6tionary,  had  behaved  to  him  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  excite  his  contempt  and  indignation.  The  world  has  been 
for  many  years  amufed  with  a  ftory  confidendy  told,  and  as  confidently  repeated 
with  additional  circumftances,  that  a  fudden  dilguft  was  taken  by  Johnfon 
upon  occafion  of  his  having  been  one  day  kept  long  in  waiting  in  his  Lord- 
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ihip*s  antechamber,  for  which  the  reafon  affigned  was,  that  he  had  company  i75:4- 
with  him ;  and  that  at  laft,  when  the  door  opened,  out  walked  CoUey  Cibber;  ^J^JfTT 
and  that  Johnlbn  was  fb  violently  provtfced  when  he  found  for  whom  he  had 
been  fb  long  excluded,  that  he  went  away  in  a  paffion,  and  never  would  return. 
I  remember  having  mentioned  this  ftory  to  George  Lord  Lyttelton,  who  told 
me,  he  was  very  intimate  wfth  Lord  Cheflerfield  -,  and  holding  it  as  a  well- 
known  trudi,  defended  Lord  Chefterfield,  by  faying,  that  "  Cibber,  who  had 
been  introduced  familiarly  by  the  back-ftairs,  had  probably  not  been  there 
above  ten  minutes."  It  may  feem  ftrange  even  to  entertain  a  doubt  concern- 
ing a  ftory  fo  long  and  fo  widely  current,  and  thus  implicitly  adopted,  if  not 
fanftified,  by  the  authority  which  I  have  mentioned  -,  but  Johnfon  himfelf 
afTured  me,  that  there  was  not  the  leaft  foundation  for  it.  He  told  me,  that  there 
never  was  any  particular  incident  which  produced  a  quarrel  between  Lord 
Chefterfield  and  him ;  but  that  his  Lordfhip's  continued  negledt  was  the  reafon 
why  lie  refolved  to  have  no  connection  with  him.  When  the  Dictionary  was 
upon  the  eve  of  publication.  Lord  Chefterfield,  who,  it  is  faid,  had  flattered 
himfelf  with  expectations  that  Johnfon  would  dedicate  the  work  to  him, 
attempted,  in  a  courtly  manner,  to  footh,  and  infinuate  himfelf  with  the  lage, 
confcious,  as  it  fhould  feem,  of  the  cold  indifference  with  which  he  had  treated 
its  learned  authour  j  and  further  attempted  to  conciliate  him,  by  writing  two 
papers  in  "  The  World,"  in  recommendation  of  the  work ;  and  it  muft  be 
confeffed,  that  they  contain  fame  ftudied  compliments,  fo  finely  turned,  that  if 
there  had  t)een  no  previous  offence,  it  is  probable  that  Johnfon  would  have  beert 
highly  delighted.  Praife,  in  general,  was  pleafing  to  him ;  but  by  prjufe  from 
a  man  of  rank  and  elegant  accomplifhments,  he  was  peculiarly  gratified. 

His  Lordfhip  fays,  "  I  think  the  publick  in  general,  and  the  republick  of 
letters  in  particular,  are  greatly  obliged-  to  Mr.  Johnfon,  for  having  undertaken, 
-  and  executed,  fb  great  and  defirable  a  work.  Perfection  is  not  to  be  expeCted 
from  man :  but  if  we  are  to  judge  by  the  various  works  of  Johnfon  already 
publiihed,  we  have  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  he  will  bring  this  as  ne&r  to 
^  perfection  as  any  one  man  could  do.  The  Plan  of  it,  whick  he  publifhed 
fome  years  ago,  feems  to  me  to  be  a  proof  of  it.  Nothing  can  be  more 
rationally  imagined,  or  more  accurately  and  ekgantly  expreffed.  I  therefore 
recommend  the  previous  perufal  of  it  to  all  thofe  who  intend  to  buy  the 
Dictionary,  and  who,  I  fuppofe,  are  all  thofe  who  can  afford  it. 

"  It  muft  be  owned,  that  our  language  is,  at  prefent,  in  a  ftate  of  anarchy, 
and  hitherto,  perhaps,  it  may  not  have  been  the  worfe  for  it.     During  our 
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'754'      free  and  open  trade,  many  words  and  expreflions  have  been  imported,  adopted^ 

^tat.  45.   ^^d  naturalized  from  otKer  languages,  which  have  greatly  enriched  our  own^ 

Let  it  ftill  preferve  what  real  ftrength  and  beauty  it  may  have  borrowed  from 

others ;  but  let  it  not,  like  the  Tarpeian  maid,  be  overwhelmed  and  crufhed 

by  unneceflary  ornaments.  The  time  for  difcrimination  feems  to  be  now  come. 

Toleration,  adoption,  and  naturalization  have  run  their  lengths.     Good  order 

and  autliority  are  now  neceflary.     But  where  fhall  we  find  them,  and,  at  the 

^    •  fame  time,  the  obedience  due  to  them  ?     We  muft  have  recourfe  to  the  old 

_^  Roman  expedient  in  times  of  confufion,    and  chufe  a  diftator.     Upon  this 

principle,  I  give  my  vote  for  Mr.  Johnfon  to  fill  that  great  and  arduous  poft. 

And  I  hereby  declare,  that  I  make  a  total  furrender  of  all  my  rights  and 

^  privileges  in  the  Englifh  language,  as  a  free-born  Britilh  fubjeft,  to  the  faid 

Mr.  Johnfon,  during  the  term  of  his  didatorfhip.  Nay  more,  I  will  not 
only  obey  him,  like  an  old  Roman,  as  my  didbator,  but,  like  a  modem 
Roman,  I  will  implicitly  believe  in  him  as  my  Pope,  and  hold  him  to  be 
infallible  while  in  the  chair,  but  no  longer.  More  than  this  he  cannot  well 
require ;  for,  I  prefume,  that  obedience  can  never  be  expefted,  when  thej:e  is 
neither  terrour  to  enforce,  nor  intereft  to  invite  it. 

**  But  a  Grammar,  a  Diftionary,  and  a  Hiftory  of  our  Language  through 
its  feveral  ftages,  were  ftill  wanting  at  home,  and  importunately  called  for 
from  abroad.  Mr.  Johnfon's  labours  will  now,  I  dare  fay,  very  fully  fupply 
that  want,  and  greatly  contribute  to  the  faither  fpreading  of  our  language 
in  other  countries.  Learners  were  difcouraged,  by  finding  no  ftandard  to 
refort  to ;  and,  confequendy,  thought  it  incapable  of  any.  They  will  now  be 
undeceived  and  encouraged." 

This  courdy  device  failed  of  its  efFeft.  Johnfon,  who  thought  that  **  all 
was  falfe  and  hoUqw,"  defpifed  the  honeyed  words,  and  was  even  indignant 
that  Lord  Chefterfield  fhould,  for  a  moment,  imaging,  that  he  could  be  the 
dupe  of  fuch  an  artifice.  His  expreflSon  to  me  concerning  Lord  Chefterfield, 
upon  this  occ^fion,  was,  "  Sir,  after  making  great  profeflions,  he  had,  for 
many  years,  taken  no  notice  of  me ;  but  when  my  Diftionary  was  coming 
out,  he  fell  a  fcribbling  in  the  World  about  it.  Upon  which,  I  wrote  him  a 
letter,  exprefled  in  civil  terms,  but  fuch  as  might  Ihew  him  that  I  did  not 
mind  what  he  faid  or  wrote,  and  that  I  had  done  with  him." 

This  is  that  celebrated  letter,  of  which  fo  much  has  been  faid,  and  about 
which  curiofity  has  been  fo  long  excited,  without  being  gratified.  I  for  many 
years  folicited  Johnfon  to  favour  me  with  a  copy  of  it,  that-  fo  excellent  a 
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compofition  might  not  be  loft  to  pofterity.  He  dekyed  from  time  to  time  '^^j' 
^o  give  it  mci  till  at  laft  in  178 1,  when  we  were  on  a  vifit  at  Mr.  DiUy's,  jEtau  45, 
at  Southill  in  Bedfordlhire,  he  was  pleafcd  to  dictate  it  to  me  from  memory. 
He  afterwards  found  among  his  papers  a  copy  of  it,  with  its  title  and  cor- 
reftions,  in  his  own  hand- writing.  This  he  gave  to  Mr.  Langton ;  adding, 
that  if  it  were  to  come  into  print,  he  wifhed  it  to  be  from  that  copy.  By 
Mr.  Langton's  kindnefs,  I  am  enabled  to  enrich  my  work  widi  a  perfcft 
tranfcript  of  what  the  work!  has  fo  eagerly  defired  to  fee. 


7(?  the  Right  Honourahle  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield. 

*'  My  Lord,  Febmaiy,  175 J. 

"  I  HAVE  been  lately  informed,  by  the  proprietor  of  the  World,  th^t 
two  papers,  in  which  my  Diftionary  is  recommended  to  the  publick,  were 
written  by  your  Lordihip.  To  be  fo  diftinguilhed,  is  an  honour,  which, 
being  very  litde  accuftomed  to  favours  from  the  great,  I  know  not  well  how 
to  receive,  or  in  what  terms  to  acknowledge.  ^ 

"  When,  upon  fome  flight  encouragement,  I  firft  vifited  your  Lordfhip, 
I  was  overpowered,  like  the  reft  of  mankind,  by  the  enchantment  of  your 
addreis ;  and  could  not  forbear  to  wi(h  that  I  might  boaft  myfelf  Le  vainqueur 
du  vainqueur  de  la  terre  j^— that  I  might  obtain  that  regard  for  which  I  law  the 
world  contending  \  but  I  found  rtiy  attendance  fo  litde  encouraged,  that  neither 
pride  nor  modefty  would  fufFer  me  to  continue  it.  When  I  had  once  addrefled 
your  Lordihip  in  publick,  I  had  exhauftcd  all  the  ,art  of  pleafing  which  a 
retired  and  uncourdy  fcholar  can  poflefs.  I  had  done  all  that  I  could  \  and 
no  man  is  well  pleafed  to  have  his  all  neglefted,  be  it  ever  fo  little. 

"  Seven  years,  my  Lord,  have  now  paft,  fince  I  waited  in  your  outward 
rooms,  or  was  repulfed  from  your  door  \  during  which  time  I  ^have  been  pulh- 
ing  on  my  work  throu^  difficulties,  of  which  it  is  ufelefs  to  complain,  and 
have  brought  it,  at  laft,  to  the  verge  of  publication,  without  one  aft  of  affift- 
ance*,  one  word  of  encouragement,  or  one  fmile  of  favour.  Such  treatment 
I  did  not  expeft,  for  I  never  had  a  Patron  before. 

'  The  following  note  is  fubjoined  by  Mr.  Langton.  **  Dr.  Johnfon^  when  he  ga^e  me  this 
copy  of  his  letter^  defired  that  I  would  annex  to  it  his  information  to  me^  that  whereas  it  is  faid 
iD  the  letter  that  *  no  afliftance  has  been  received,'  he  did  once  receive  from  Lord  Chefterfield  the 
fum  of  ten  pounds ;  but  as  that  was  fo  inconfiderable  a  fam»  he  thought  the  mention  of  it  could 
not  properly  find  place  in  a  letter  of  the  kind  that  this  was/' 
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'^  The  fhephetd  in  Vir^  grew  at  lad:  acquaiated  with  Love/ and  found  him 
a  native  of  the  rocks. 

"  Is  not  a  Patron,  my  Lord,  one  who  looks  with  unconcern  on  a  man 
ftruggliiig  for  life  in  the  water,  and,  when  he  has  reached  ground,  encumbers 
him  with  help  ?  The  notice  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  take  of  my 
labours,  had  it  been  early,  had  been  kind ;  but  it  has  been  delayed  till  I  am 
indifierent,^  and  cannot  enjoy  it ;  till  I  am  folitary,  and  cannot  impart  it'i  till 
I  am  known,  and  do  not  want  it.  I  hope  it  is  no  very  cynical  afperity  not  to 
confefs  obligations  where  no  benefit  has  been  received,  or  to  be  unwilling 
that  the  publick  fhould  cohfider  me  as  owing  that  to  a  Patron,  which  Provi- 
dence  has  enabled  me  to  do  for  myfelC 

"  Having  carried  on  my  work  thus  far  with  fo  litde  obligation  to  any 
favourer  of  learning,  I  (hall  not  be  dilappointed  though  I  fhould  conclude  it, 
if  lefs  be  poffible,  with  lefs ;  for  I  have  been  long  wakened  from  that  dream 
of  hope,  in  which  I  once  boafted  myfelf  widi  fo  much  exultation, 

"  My  Lord, 
^^  Your  Lordfliip's  moft  humble 
*^  Moft  obedient  fervant, 

**  Sam*  Johnson  V 

«  While  diis  was  the  talk  of  the  town,  (fays  Dr.  Adams,  in  a  letter  to  me) 
I  happened  to  vifit  Dr.  Warburton,  who  finding  that  I  was  acquainted  with 
Johnfon,  defired  me  earneftly  to  carry  his  compliments  to  him,  and  to  tell 
him,  that  he  honoured  him  for  his  manly  behaviour  in  rejefting  thefe  ^conde- 
fcenfions  of  Lord  Chefterfield,  and  for  relenting  the  treatment  he  had  received 
from  him,  with  a  proper  fpirit.  Johnfon  was  vifibly  pleafed  with  this  compliment, 

*  In  this  ptfiage  Dr.  Johafon  evidently  alludes  to  the  lofs  of  his  wife.  We  find  the  fame  tender 
recolledion  recurring  to  his  mind  upon  innumerable  occafipns ;  and^  perhaps^  no  man  ever  more 
forcibly  felt  the  truth  of  the  fentiment  fo  elegantly  exprdTed  by  my  friend  Mr.  Malone,  in  hii 
prologue  to  Mr,  Jephfon's  tragedy  of  «*  Julia  :" 

*'  Vain«— wealthy  and  fame«  and  fortune's  foftering  carei 
"  If  no  fond  breaft  the  fplendid  bleffings  (hare  ; 
*'  And»  each  day's  bniUiitg  pageantry  once  paft, 
*'  There,  only  there,  our  hliis  is  found  at  laft.'^ 

*  Upon  comparing  this  copy  with  that  which  Dr.  Johnfon  di^bted  to  me  from  recoUedHop,  the 
variations  are  found  to  be  fo  flight,  that  this  muft  be  added  to  the  many  other  proofs  which  he 
gave  of  the  wonderful  extent  and  accuracy  of  his  memory. 

for 
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for  he  had  always  a  h^  opinion  of  Warburton/'— Indeed,  die  force  of  mind 

which  appeared  in  diis  letter,  was  congenial  with  that  which  Warburton  /e"^^**^ 

himielf  amply  pofieiled* 

There  is  a  curious  minute  circumftance  which  flruck  me,  in  comparing  the 
various  editions  of  Johnfon's  imitations  of  Juvenal.  In  the  tenth  Satire, 
one  of  the  couplets  upon  the  vanity  of  wilhes  even  for  literary  diftinftion 
ftood  thus : 

"  Yet  think  what  ills  the  fcholar's  life  aflail, 
*'  Pride,  envy,  want,  the  garrety  and  the  jaiL" 

But  after  experiencing  the  uneafinefs  which  Lord  Chefterfield's  fallacious 
patronage  made  him  feel,  he  difmiflcd  the  word  garret  from  the  fad  group, 
and  in  all  the  fubfequent  editions  the  Kne  ftands 

"  Pride,,  envy,  want,  the  Patron^  and  the  jail/* 

That  Lord  Chefterfield  mufl:  have  been  mortified  by  the  lofty  contempt^ 
and  polite,  yet  keen  fatirc  with  which  Johnfon  exhibited  him  to  himfelf  in  this 
letter,  it  is  impoflible  to  doubt.  He,  however,  with  that  glofly  duplicity 
which  was  his  conftant  ftudy,  affeftcd  to  be  quite  unconcerned.  Dr.  Adams 
mentioned  to  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley  that  he  was  forry  Johnfon  had  written  his 
letter  to  Lord  Chefterfield.  Dodfley,  with  the  true  feelings  of  trade,  faid  "  he 
was  very  lorry  too ;  for  that  he  had  a  property  in  the  Diftionar)^,  to  which  his 
Lordihip's  patronage  might  have  been  of  confequence."  He  then  told  Dr. 
Adams,  that  Lord  Chefterfield  had  Ihcwn  him  the  letter.  '*  I  fhould  have 
imagined  (replied  Dr.  Adams)  riiat  Lord  Chefterfield  would  have  concealed 
it."  **  Poh !  (faid  Dodfley)  do  you  think  a  letter  from  Johnfon  could  hurt 
Lord  Chefterfield  ?  Not  at  all.  Sir.  It  lay  upon  his  table,  where  any  body 
might  fee  it.  He  read  it  to  me ;  faid,  '  this  man  has  great  powers,*  pointed 
out  the  fevereft  paflages,  and  obferved  how  well  they  were  expreflcd."  This 
air  of  indiflference,  whach  impofed  upon  the  worthy  Dodfley,  was  certainly 
nothing  but  a  fpecimen  of  that  difllmulation  which  Lord  Chefterfield  inculcated 
as  one  of  the  moft  eflential  leflbns  for  the  conduft  of  life.  His  Lordftiip 
endeavoured  to  juftify  himfelf  to  Dodfley  from  the  charges  brought  againft 
him  by  Johnfon  i  but  we  may  judge  of  the  flimfinefs  of  his  defence,  from  his 
having  excufed  his  neglcft  of  Johnfon,  by  faying  that  "  he  had  heard  he  had 
changed  his  lodgings,  and  diii  not  know  where  he  lived ;"  as  if  there  could 
have  been  the  fmalleft  difficulty  to  inform  himfelf  of  that  circumftance,  by 

inquiring 
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inquiring  in  the  literary  circle  with  which  his  Lordlhip  was  well  acquainted, 
and  was,  indeed,  himfclf  one  of  its  ornaments. 

Dr.  Adams  expoftulated  with  Johnfbn,  and  fuggefted,  that  his  not  being 
admitted  when  he  called  on  him,  was;,  probably,  not  to  be  imputed  to  Lord 
Chefterfield ;  for  his  Lordfhip  had  declared  to  Dodfley,  that  "  he  would  have 
twmed  oiF  the  beft  fervajit  he  ever  had,i  if  he  had  known  that  he  denied  him  to  a 
man  who  would  have  been  always  more  than  welcome;"  and,  in  confirmation  of 
this,  he  infifted  on  Lord  Chefterfield's  general'  affability  and  eafmcfs  of  accefs, 
cfpecially  to  literary  jnen.  ^*  Sir,  (faid  Johfjfon)  that  is  not  Lord  Chefter- 
field 5  he  is  the  proudeft  man  this  day  exifting/*  *^  No,  (faid  Dr.  Adams) 
there  is  one  perfon,  at  leaft,  as'  proud ;  I  think,  by  your  own  account,  you 
are  the  prouder  man  of  the  two."  "  But  mihe  (replied  Johnfon,  inftantly) 
was  defenfive  pride."  This,  as  Dr.  Adams  well  obferved,  was  one  of  thofe 
happy  tums  for  which  he  was  fb  remarkably  ready. 

Johnfon  having  now  explicitly  avowed  his  opinion  of  Lord  Chefterfield, 
did  not  refrain  from  expreffing  himfclf  concerning  that  nobleman  with  pointed 
freedorh :  "  This  man  (faid  he)  I  thought  had  been  a  Lord  among  wits  i 
but,  I  find,  he  is  only  a  wit  among  Lords  ! "  And  when  his  Letters  to  his 
natural  fon  were  publifhed,  he  obferved,  that  "  they  teach  the  morals  of  a 
whore,  and  the  manners  of  a  dancing-mafter*." 

The  charafter  of  a  <*  refpedtable  Hottentot,"  in  Lord  Chefterfield's  letters, 
has  been  generally  underftood  to  be  meant  for  Johnfon,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  it  was.     But  I  remember  when  the  Ldteraty  Property  of  thofe  letters  was 

*  That  coIle6^ion  of  letters  cannot  be  vindicated  From  the  ferious  charge  of  encouraging,  in 
fome  paifagesy  one  of  the  vices  moft  deftrudive  to  the  good  order  and  comfort  of  fociety,  which 
his  Lordfhip  reprefents  as  mere  fafhionable  galhuitry ;  and,  in  others,  of  inculcating  the  bafe 
pra^ic^  of  diffimulation,  and  recommending,  with  difproportionate  anxiety,  a  perpetual  attention 
to  external  elegance  of  manner.  But  it  muft,  at  the  fame  time  be  allowed,  that  they  contain  many 
good  precepts  of  condudt,  and  much  genuine  information  upon  life  and  manners,  very  happily 
exprefled  ;  and  that  there  was  confiderable  merit  in  paying  fo  much  attention  to  the  improvement 
of  one  who  was  dependent  upon  his  Lordfhip's  protection  ;  it  has,  probably,  been  exceeded  in 
no  inftance  by  the  moft  exemplary  parent ;  and  though  I  can  by  no  means  approve  of  confounding 
the  diflindlion  between  lawful  and  ilhcit  offspring,  which  is,  in  effed,  infulting  the  civil  eftablifh* 
ment  of  our  country,  to  look  no  higher  ;  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  laudable  to  be  kindly  attentive 
to  thofe,  of  whofe  cxiftence  we  have,  in  any  way,  been  the  caufe.  Mr.  Stanhope's  charafler  has 
been  unjuftly  reprefented  as  diametrically  oppofite  to  what  Lord  Chefterfield  wi(hed  him  to  be. 
He  has  been  called  dull,  grofs,  and  aukward  ;  but  I  knew  him  at  Drefden,  when  he  was  Envoy  to 
that  court ;  and  though  he  could  not  boaft  of  the  graces,  he  was,  in  truths  a  fenfible,  civil, 
KdUbehavcd  man, 

conteftcd 


•  ,       1 
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contefted  in  the  Court  of  Seffion  in  Scotland,  and  Mr.  Henry  Dundas,  one  of  the  1754. 
Counfel  for  the  proprietors,  read  this  charafter  as  an  exhibition  of  Johnfon,  Sir  iEtttflc! 
David  Dalrymple,  Lord  Hailes,  one  of  the  Judges,  maintained,  with  fomc 
warmth,  that  it  was  not  intended  as  a  portrait  of  Johnfon,  but  of  a  late  noble 
Lord,  diftinguifhed  for  abftrufe  fciencc.  I  have  heard  Johnfon  himfelf  talk 
of  the  charafter,  and  -fay  that  it  was  meant  for  George  Lord  Lyttelton,  in 
which  I  could  by  no  means  agree  j  for  his  Lordfliip  had  nothing  of  that 
violence  which  is  a  conlpicuous  feature  in  the  compofidon.  Finding  that  my 
illuftrious  friend  could  bear  to  have  it  fuppofed  that  it  might  be  meant  for 
him,  I  faid,  laughingly,  that  there  was  one  trait  which  unqueftionably  did  not 
belong  to  him  j  "  he  throws  his  meat  any  where  but  down  his  throat.*' 
*^  Sir,  (faid  he)  Lord  Chefterfield  never  faw  me  eat  in  his  life." 

On  the '6th  of  March  came  out  Lord  Bolingbroke's  works,  publifhed  by 
Mr.  David  Mallet.  The  wild  and  pernicious  ravings,  under  the  name  of 
"  Philofophy,"  which  were  thus  ufhered  into  the  world,  gave  great  offence  to 
all  well-principled  men.  Johnibn,  hearing  of  their  tendency,  which  nobody 
diiputed,  was  roufed  with  a  juft  indignadon,  and  pronounced  this  memorable 
fentence  upon  the  noble  authour  and  his  editor.  '^  Sir,  he  was  a  fcoundrel^ 
and  a  coward :  a  fcoundrel,  for  charging  a  blunderbufs  againft  religion  and 
morality ;  a  coward,  becaufe  he  had  not  reiblution  to  fire  it  off  himfelf^  but 
left  half  a  crown  to  a  beggarly  Scotchman^  to  draw  the  trigger  after  his 
death.!"  Garrick,  who  I  can  attefl  from  my  own  knowledge,  had  his  mind 
ieafoned  with  pious  reverence,  and  fincerely  difapproved  of  the  infidel  writings 
of  feveral,  whom,  in  the  courfe  of  his  ahnofl  univerfal  gay  intercourlc  with, 
men  of  eminence,  he  treated  with  external  civility,  diflinguifhed  himfelf  upon 
this  occafion.  Mr.  Pelham  having  died  on  the  very  day  on  which  Lord 
Bolingbroke^s  works  came  out,   he  wrote  an  elegant  Ode  on  his  deaths 

beginning 

*'  Let  others  hail  the  rifmg  fun, 

"  I  bow  to  that  whole  courfe  is  run." 

m  which  is  the  following  ftanza : 

"  The  fame  fad  mom  to  church  and  ftate 

"  (So  for  our  fms  'twas  fix'd  by  fate,)  ^ 

"  A  double  flroke  was  given ; 
*'  Black  as  the  whirlwinds  of  the  North, 
"  St.  John's  fell  gcniqs  iffued  forth, 

"  And  Pelham  fled  to  heaven." 

U  Johnfon 
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»754*  Johnfon  this  year  found  an  interval  of  leifure  to  make  an  excurfion  to  Oxford, 
^^  -^  for  the  purpofe  of  confulting  the  libraries  there*  Of  this,  and  of  many  inte- 
refting  circumftances  concerning  him,  during  a  part  of  his  life  when  he  coft- 
verfed  but  little  with  the  world,  I  am  enabled  to  give  a  particular  account,  by 
the  liberal  communications  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton^  who  has 
obligingly  flirnifhed  me  with  feveral  of  our  common  friend's  letters,  which  he 
has  illuftrated  with  notes*    Thcfe  I  fliall  infert  in  their  proper  places.. 

1*0  the  Rsverend  Mr.  Thomas  Wa  r  t  o  Nr 
«  Sir,. 

"  I T  is  but  an  ill  return  for  the  book  with  which  you  were  pleafed  to 
favour  me ',  to  have  delayed  my  thanks  for  it  till  now,  I  am  too  apt  to  be 
negligent ;  but  I  can  never  deliberately  fhew  my  difrepedt  to-  a  man  of  your 
character :  and  I  now  pay  you  a  very  honeft  acknowledgement,  for  the 
advancement  of  the  literature  of  our  native  country.  You  have  fliewn  to 
all,,  who  Ihall  hereafter  attempt  the  ftudy  of  our  ancient  authours,  the  way  to 
fucccfs  i  by  direfting  them  to  the  perufal  of  the  bocJcs  which  thofe  authours 
had  read.  Of  this  method,  Hughes*,  and  men  much  greater  than  Hughes;, 
feemp  never  to  have  thought.  The  reafon  why  rfie  authours,  which  are  yet 
read,  of  the  fixteenth  century,  are  fo  little  underftood,  is>  that  they  are  read 
alone  j  and  no  help-  is  borrowed  from  thofe  who  lived  with  them,  or  before 
them.  Some  part  of  this  ignorance  I  hope  to  remove  by  my  book  *,  whicK 
now  draws  towards  its  end  i  but  which  I  cannot  finifh  to  my  mind,  without 
vifiting  the  libraries  of  Oxford,  which  I,  therefore,  hope  to  fee  in  a  fortnight*, 
I  know  not  how  long  I  fhall  ftay,  or  where  I  fhall  lodge  j  but  fhall  be  fiire 
to  look  for  you  at  my  arrival,  and  we  Jhall  eafily  fettle  the  fell.  I  am^, 
dear  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  obedient,  &c, 

•*  [London,]  July  1 6>  1 7 54,.  S  A  M..  J  O  H  N  S  O  N,!'^ 

Of  his  converlation  while  at  Oxford  at  this  time,  Mr.  Warfon  has  preferved 
and  communicated  to  me  the  following,  memorial,  which,  though  not  written. 

3  •*  Obfcrvation*  on  Spcnfer's  Fairy  Queen,  the  fiift  edition  of  which  was  now  juft  pnblifficd.*' 

♦  '*  Hughes  publilhed  an  edition- of  Spenfer."  »  "  His  DidUqnary." 

«  «<  He  came  to  Oxford  within  a  fortnight^  and  flayed  about  five  w^ks.     He  lodged  at  a- 

houfc  called  Kettd-hall,  near  Triwty  College.    But  during  this  vifit  at  Oxford,,  he  colledted 

nothing  in  the  libraries  for  his  Didionaj^«" 

with. 
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with  all  the  care  and  attention  which  that  learned  and  elegant  writer  beftows 
on  thofe  compofitions  which  he  intends  for  the  publick  eye,  is  fo  happily 
exprefled  in  an  eafy  flyle,  that  I  ihould  injure  it  by  any  alteration : 

"  When  Johnfon  came  to  Oxford  io  1754,, the  long  vacation  was  begin- 
ning, and  moft  people  were  leaving  the  place.  This  was  the  firft  time  of  his 
beihg  there,  after  quitting  the  Univerfity.  The  next  morning  after  his 
arrival,  he  wifhed  to  fee  his  old  College,  Pembroke.  I  went  with  him.  He 
was  highly  pleafed  to  find  all  the  CoUege-fervants  which  he  had  left  there 
ftill  remaining,  particularly  a  very  old  buder  f  and  exprefled  great  fatisfadtion 
at  being  recognifed  by  them,  and  converfed  with  them  familiarly.  He  waited 
on  the  mafter.  Dr.  RadclifFe,  who  received  him  very  coldly.  Johnfon  at 
leaft  expefted,  that  the  mafter  would  order  a  copy  of  his  Diftionary,  now 
near  publication :  but  the  mafter  did  not  choofe  to  talk  on  the  fubjed,  never 
afked  Johnfon  to  dine,  nor  even  to  vifit  him,  while  he  ftayed  at  Oxford. 
After  we  had  left  the  Lodgings,  Johnfon  faid  to  me,  ^  There  lives  a  man,  who 
lives  by  the  revenues  of  literature,  and  will  not  move  a  finger  to  ftipport  it. 
If  I  come  to  live  at  Oxford,  I  fhall  take  up  my  abode  at  Trinity.'  We  then 
called  on  the  Reverend  Mr.  Meeke,  one  of  the  fellows,  and  of  Johnfon*s 
ftanding.  Here  was  a  moft  cordial  greeting  on  both  fides.  On  leaving  him« 
Johnfon  faid,  ^  I  ufed  to  think  Meeke  had  excellent  parts,,  when  wc  were 
boys  together  at  the  College :  but,  alas  I 

*  Loft  in  a  convent's  folitary  gloom ! ' 

*  I  remember,  at  the  claflical  ledture  in  the  Hall,  I  could  not  bear  Meeke's 
(uperiority,  and  I  tried  to  fit  as  far  from  him  as  I  could,  that  I  might  not 
hear  him  conflrue.* 

"  As  wc  were  leaving  the  College,  he  faid,  *  Here  I  tranflated  Pope's 
Mefliah.    Which  do  you  think  is  the  beft  line  in  it  ?    My  own  favourite  is, 

'  Fallis  aromaticas  fundit  Saronka  nubes.* 

I  told  him,  I  thought  it  a  very  fonorous  hexameter.  I  did  not  tell  him,  it  was 
not  in  the  Vir^lian  ftyle.  He  much  regretted  that  his  ^ 'tutor  was  dead; 
for  whom  he  feemed  to  retain  the  greateft  regard.  He  faid,  *  I  once  had  been 
a  whole  morning  iliding  \Jkating\  in  Chrift-Church  Meadow,  and  mifled  his 
lc6hire  in  logick.  After  dinner,  he  fent  for  me  to  his  room.  I  expefted  a 
/harp  rebuke  for  my  idlenefs,  and  went  with  a  bearing  heart*  When  we  were 
fcated,  he  told  mc  he  had  fent  for  me  to  drink  a  glafs  of  wine  widi  him,  and 

U2  to 
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to  tell  me,  he  was  not  angry  with  me  for  milfing  his  fefture.  This  was,  in 
fad,  a  mod  fevere  reprimand.  Some  more  of  the  boys  were  then  fent  for, 
and  we  Ipent  a  very  pleafant  afternoon/  Befides  Mn  Meeke,  there  was  only 
one  other  Fellow  of  Pembroke  now  refident :  from  both  of  whom  Johnfon 
received  the  greateft  civilities  during  this  vifit,  and  they  prefled  him  very  much 
to  have  a  room  in  the  College. 

"  In  the  courfe  of  this  vifit  (1754),  Johnibn  and  I  walked,  three  or  four 
times,  toEUsfield,  a  village  beautifully  fituated  about  three  miles  from  Oxford, 
to  fee  Mr.  Wile,  Radclivian  librarian,  with  whom  Johnfon  was  much  pleaied* 
At  this  place,  Mr.  Wife  had  fitted  up  a  houfe  and  gardens,  in  a  fmgular 
manner,  but  with  great  tafte.     Here  was  an  excellent  library ;  particularly, 
a  valuable  colledbion  of  books  in  Northern  literature,  with  which  Johnfon  waa 
,  often  very  bufy.     One  day  Mr.  Wife  read  to  us  a  diflertation  which  he  was 
preparing  for  the  prefs,  intided,  *  A  Hifbory  and  Chronology  of  the  fabulous 
Ages.'     Some  old  divinities  of  Thrace,  related  to  the  Titans,  and  called  the 
Cabiri,  made  a  very  important  part  of  the  theory  of  this  piece;   and  in 
converfation  afterwards,    Mr.  Wife  talked   much  of  his  Cabiri.     As  we 
returned  to  Oxford  in  the  evening,  I  out-walked  Johnfon,  and  he  cried  out 
Sufflaminay  a /Latin  word  which  came  from  his  mouth  with  peculiar  grace, 
and  was  as  much  as  to  fay.  Put  on  your  drag-chain.     Before  we  got  home,  I 
again  walked  too  fail  for  him;    and  he  now  cried  out,  *  Why,  you  walk 
as  if  you  were  purfiied  by  all  the  Cabiri  in  a  body.'     In  an  evening,  we 
frequently  took  long  walks  from  Oxford  into  the  country,  returning  to  fup- 
per.     Once,  in  our  way  home,  we  viewed  the  ruins  of  the  abbies  of  Olency 
and  Rewley,  near  Oxford.     After  at  leaft  half  an  hour's  filence>  Johnfon 
laid,  •  I  viewed  them  with  indignation !'     We  had  then  a  long  converfation 
on  Gothick  buildings ;  and  in  talking  of  the  form  of  old  halls,  he  faid>  5  In 
thefe  halls,  the  fire-place  was  anciently  always  in  the  middle  of  the  room, 
till  the  Whigs  removed  it  on  one  fide.' — ^About  this  time  there  had  been  an 
execution  of  two  or  three  criminals  at  Oxford  on  a  Monday.     Soon  after- 
wards, one  day  at  dinner,  I  was  faying  that  Mr.  Swinton  the  chaplain  of  the 
gaol,  and  alfo  a  frequent  preacher  before  the  Univerfity,  a  learned  man,  but^ 
often  thoughtlefs  and  abfent,  preached  the  condemnation-fermon  on  repentance, 
before  the  convifts,  on  the  preceding  day,  Sunday ;  and  that  in  the  clofc  he 
told  his  audience,  that  he  fhould  give  them  the  remainder  of  what  he  had  to 
(ay  on  the  fubjeft,  the  next  Lord's  Day.     Upon  which,  one  of  our  company, 
a  Doftor  of  Divinity,  and  a  plain  matter-of-faft-man,  by  way  of  offering  an 
apology  for  Mn  Swinton,  gravely  remarked,  that  he  had  probably  preached 

the 
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the  fame  fermon  before  the  Univerfity :  *  Yes,  Sir,  (fays  Johnfon)  but  the 
Univerfity  were  not  to  be  hanged  the  next  morning.* 

^^  I  forgot  to  obferve  before,  that  when  he  left  Mr.  Meeke,  (as  I  have 
told  above)  he  added,  *  About  the  fame  time  of  life,  Meeke  was  left  behind 
at  Oxford  to  feed  on  a  Fellowfhip,  and  I  went  to  London  to  get  my  living  1 
now,  Sir,  fee  the  difference  of  our  literary  charaders !" 

The  following  letter  was  written  by  Dr.  Johnfon  to  Mr.  Chambers,  of 
Lincoln  College^  now  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  one  of  the  Judges  in  India  ^z 

To  Mr.  Chambers,   of  Lincoln  College. 

"  Dbar  Sir, 

"THE  commiflion  which  I  delayed  to  trouble  you  with  at  your 
departure,  I  am  now  obliged  to  fend  you  s  and  beg  that  you  will  be  fo  kind  aS' 
to  carry  it  to  Mr.  Warton,  of  Trinity,  to  whom  I  Ihould  have  written  imme- 
diately, but  that  I  know  not  if  he  be  yet  come  back  to  Oxford. 

«  In  the  Catalogue  of  MSS.  of  Gr.  Brit,  fee  vol.  I.  pag.  i8.  MSS.  Bodl, 
Martyrium  XV.  martyrumjub  JulianOy  auHore  TbeopbylaSo. 

*<  It  is  defired  that  Mr.  Warton  will  inquire,  and  fend  word,  what  will  be 
the  coft  of  tranicribing  this  manufcript. 

"  Vol.  II.  pag.  32.  Num.  loas.  58.  Coll.  Nov^^^Commenfaria  in  A£la- 
ylpoJioL'^-^ommenU  in  Septem  Epiftolas  CatboUcas. 

**  He  is  defired  to  tell  what  is  the  age  of  each  of  thefe  manufcripts  j  and 
what  it  will  coft  to  have  a  tranicript  of  the  two  firft  pages  of  each. 

^^  If  Mr.  Warton  be  not  in  Oxford,  you  may  try  if  you  c^  get  it  done 
by  any  body  elfe  j  or  ftay  till  he  comes,  according  to  your  own  convenience.- 
It  is  for  an  Italian  literato. 

«  The  anfwer  is  to  be  directed  to  his  Excellency  Mr.  Zon,  Venetian  Refi- 
dent,  Soho-iquare. 

**  I  hope,  dear  Sir,  that  you  do  not  regret  the  change  of  London  for 
Oxford.'  Mr.  Baretti  is  well,  and  Mifs  Williams*;  and  we  fhall  all  be  glad 
to  hear  from  you,  whenever  you  fhall  be  fb  kind  as  to  write  to.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Nov.  21,  1754.  Sam.  Johnson.** 

The 

7  Communicated  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton,  who  has  the  original. 
'  '<  I  prefame  ihe  was  a  relation  of  Mr.  Zachariah  Williams*  who  died  in  his  eighty-third 
jrcar,  Jnly  \%,  1755.    When  l^t.  Johnfon  was  with  me  at  Oxford,  in  1755*  he  gave  to  the 

Bodkian 
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The  degree  of  Mafter  of  Arts^  which,  it  has  been  obferved,  could  not  be 
obtained  for  him  at  an  early  period  of  his  life,  was  now  confidered  as  an  honour 
of  confiderabk  importance,  in  order  to  grace  the  tide-page  of  his  Di6lionary ; 
and  his  character  in  the  literary  world  being  by  this  time  defervedly  high,  his 
friends  thought  that  if  proper  exertiojns  were  made,  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford 
would  pay  him  the  compliment 

51?  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton. 

"  D  E  A  R  S I  R, 

"  I  AM  extremely  obliged  to  you  and  to  Mr.  Wife,  for  the  uncom- 
mon care  which  you  have  taken  of  my  intereft ' :  if  you  can  accompliih 
your  kind  defign,  I  fhall  certainly  take  me  a  litde  habitation  among  you. 

"  The  books  which  I  promifed  to  Mr.  Wife ',  I  have  not  been  able  to 
procure  :  but  I  fhall  fend  him  a  Finnick  Diftionary,  the  only  copy,  perhaps, 
in  England,  which  was  prefented  me  by  a  learned  Swede :  but  I  keep  it  back, 
that  it  may  make  a  fet  of  my  own  books  of  the  new  edition,  with  which  I 
fliall  accompany  it,  more  welcome.     You  will  affure  him  of  my  gratitude. 

^^  Poor  dear  Collins  * ! — ^Would  a  letter  give  him  any  pleafure  ?  I  have  a 
mind  to  write. 

'^  I  am  glad  of  your  hindrance  in  your  Spenferian  defign  ^  yet  I  would  hot 
have  it  delayed.     Three  hours  a  day  ftokn  from  fleep  and  amufement  will 

Bodleian  Libcajy  a  thin  quarto  of  Cvirenty*one  pages,  a  work  in  Italian,  with  an  Englifh  trandadoit 
on  the  oppofite  page.  The  Englifh  titk.page  is  this :  *  An  Account  of  an  Attempt  to  afcertaia 
the  Longitude  at  Sea,  by  an  exadl  Variation  of  the  ftfegnetical  Needle,  &c.  By  Zachariah 
Williams.  London,  printed  for  Dodfley,  1755.'  The  Englifh  tranflation,  from  the  ftrongefl 
internal  marks,  is  unqueftionably  the  work  of  Johnfon.  In  a  blank  leaf,  Johnfon  has  written  the 
age,  and  time  of  death,  of  the  authour  Z.  Williams,  as  I  have  faid  above.  On  another  blank 
leaf,  is  palled  a  paragraph  from  a  newfpaper,  of  the  death  and  charadler  of  Williams,  which  is 
plainly  written  by  Johnfon*  He  was  very  anxious  about  placing  this  book  in  the  Bodleian  :  and^ 
for  fear  of  any  pmifiion  or  mifiake^  he  entered,  in  the  great  Catalogue,  the  title-page  of  it,  witl| 
iiis  own  hand." 

'  **  In  procuring  him  the  degree  of  Matter  of  Arts  by  diploma  at  Oxfor^k" 

'  **  Lately  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  and  at  this  time  Radclivian  librarian,  at  Oxford.  He 
was  a  man  of  very  confiderable  learning,  and  eminently  {killed  in  Roman  and  Anglo-Saxon  9f^\i» 
quities.     He  died  in  1767." 

^  *^  Collins  (the  poet}  was  at  this  time  at  Oxford,  on  a  vifit  to  Mr.  Warton ;  but  labouring 
under  the  moft  deplorable  languor  of  body,  and  dejection  of  mind.'' 

3  «<  Of  publilhing  a  volume  of  Obfervauons  on  the  beft  of  Spenfer*s  works.  It  was  hindered  by 
tny  taking  pupils  in  this  College/' 

with 
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produce  it.     Let  a  Servitour*  tranfcribe  the  quotations,  and  interleave  them      1754. 
with  references,  to  fave  tinie.     This  will  fhorten  the  work,   and  leflen  the  ^euTT^ 
fatigue. 

*^  Can  I  do  any  thing  to  promoting  the  diploma  ?  I  would  not  be  wanting 
to  co-operate  with  your  kindnefs  5  of  which>  whatever  be  the  efFe61:>  I  Ihall 
be,  dear.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obliged,  &c* 

**  [London,]  Nor.  28,  1 754.  Sam.  Johnso N.'^ 


To  the  fame, 
♦'  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  A  M  extremely  lenfible  of  the  favour  done  me,  both  by  Mr.  Wife 
.and  yourfelf.  The  book  *  cannot,  I  think,  be  printed  in  lefs  than  fix  weeks, 
nor  probably  fb  foon ;  and  I  will  keep  back  the  title-page,  for  fuch  an  infer-^ 
tion  as  you  feem  to  promife  me.  Be  pleafed  to  let  me  know  what  money  I 
fliall  fend  you^  for  bearing  the  expence  of  the  affair :  and  I  will  take  care 
that  you  may  have  it  ready  at  your  hand*- 

"  I  had  lately  the  favoxir  of  a  letter  from  your  brother,  with  fome  account 
of  poor  Collins,  for  whom  I  am  much  concerned.  I  have  a  notion,  that  by 
^  very  great  temperance,  or  more  properly  abftinence,  he  may  yet  recover. 

"  There  is  an  old  Englifti  and  Latin  book  of  poems  by  Barclay,  called 
*  The  Ship  of  Fools  i'  at  the  end  of  which  are  a  number  of  Eglogues,  fo  he 
writes  it,  from  EglogOj  which  a«  probably  the  firft  in  our  language.  If  you 
cannot  find  the  book,  I  will  get  Mr.  Dodfley  to  fend  it  you.- 

^  I  fhall  be  extremely  glad  to  hear  from  you  ^in,  to  know  if  the  affair 
proceeds  *.  I  have  mentioned  it  to  none  of  my  friends,  for  fear  of  being' 
laughed  at  for  my  diiappointment..* 

"  You  know  poor  Mr.  Dodfley  has  loft  his  wifei  I  believe  he  is  much' 
affcded.  I  hope  he  ivill  not  foffcr  fo  much  as  I  yet  fuffer  for  the  lofs  of 
mine. 

I  have  ever  fince  feemed  to  myfelf  broken  off  from  mankind ;  a  kind  of 
folitary  wanderer  in  the  wild  of  life,  without  any  direftion,  or  fixed  point 
of  view :  a  gloomy  gazer  on  a  world  to  which  I  have  litde  relation.  Yet  I 
would  endeavour,  by  the  help  of  you  and  your  brodier,  to  fupply  the  want  of 

^  *<  Young  ftudents  of  the  loweft  rank  at  Oxford  are  fo  called." 
»  "  His  Diaionary/*  «  *^  Of  U»c  degree  at  Oxford."; 

clofetf 
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1754-     clofer  iinion,  by  friendfhip :   and  hope  to  have  long  the  pleafurc  of  beings 

STTI^  dear  Sir, 

^'  Mofl  afFeftionately  your's, 

••  [London,]  Dec.  21,  i754'  Sam.  JaHNSON/' 

IT  is.  In  1755  we  behold  him  to  great  advantage ;  his  degree  of  Mailer  of  Arts 
conferred  upon  him,  his  Diftionary  publifhed,  his  correipondence  animated, 
hi3  benevolence  exercifed, 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton.  ' 

«  Dear  Sir, 

«*  I  wrote  to  you  fome  weeks  ago,  but  believe  did  not  direct 
accurately,  and  therefore  know  not  whether  you  had  my  letter.  I  would, 
likewife,  write  to  your  brother,  but  know  not  where  to  find  him.  I  now 
begin  to  &e  land,  after  having  wandered,  according  to  Mr.  Warburton's 
phrafe,  in  this  vaft  fea  of  words.  What  reception  I  fhall  meet  with  on  the 
ihore,  I  know  not ;  whether  the  found  of  bells,  and  acclamations  of  the 
people,  wliich  Ariofto  talks  of  in  his  laft  Canto,  or  a  general  murmur  of 
diflike,  I  know  not :  whether  I  (hall  find  upon  tHe  coaft  a  Calypfo  diat  will 
court,  or  a  Polypheme  that  will  refill.  But  if  Polypheme  comes,  have  at 
his  eyes.  I  hope,  however,  the  criticks  will  let  me  be  at  peace  j  for  though 
I  do  not  much  fear  their  fkill  and  ftrength,  I  am  a  little  afraid  of  myfelf^  and 
would  not  willingly  feel  io  much  ill-will  in  my  boibm  as  literary  quarrels  are 
apt  to  excite. 

^  Mr.  Bari£tti  is  about  a  work  for  which  he  is  in  great  want  of  Crefcimbcni, 
^hich  you  may  have  again  when  you  pleaie. 

^^  There  is  nothing  confiderable  done  or  doing  among  us  here*  We  are 
not,  perhaps,  as  innocent  a^  vilhigers,  but  mod  of  us  leem  to  be  as  idle.  I 
hope,  however,  you  are  bufy;  and  flioukl  be  glad  to  know  what  you  are 
doing.    I  am,  dearefl  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

^London,]  Feb.  i,  1755.  S  AM.  JOHNSON.'* 

*To  the  fame. 
'*  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  RECEIVED  your  letter  this  day,  with  great  ki^£t  of  the  favour 
that  has  been  done  me^;  for  which  I  return  my  moft  fincere  thanks:  and 

7  **  His  degree  had  now  paft*  accoiding  to  the  \ifual  fbrm,  the  fufFrages  of  theheads  of  Colleges; 
but  WIS  not  yet  finally  granted  by  the  Univerfity .  It  was  carried  without  a  fingk  diiTcntient  voice^" 

4  entreat 
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-entreat  yoii  to  pay  to  Mr.  Wife  luch  returns  as  I  ought  to  make  for  fo  much      17  S5^ 
kindnefs  fo  little  deferved.  "m  i  ^ 

*^  I  fent  Mr.  Wife  the  Lexicon,  and  afterwards  wrote  to  him ;  but  know 
not  whether  he  had  either  the  book  or  letter.  Be  fo  good  as  to  contrive  to 
enquire. 

•'  But  why  does  my  dear  Mr.  Warton  tell  me  nothing  of  himfelf  ?  Where 
hangs  the  new  volume  *  ?  Can  I  help  ?  Let  not  the  paft  labour  be  loft,  for 
want  of  a  little  more  :  but  fnatch  what  time  you  can  from  the  Hall,  and  the 
pupils>  and  the  cofFce-houfe,  and  the  parks,  and  complete  your  defign. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c.    . 

"  [Undon,]  Feb.  4,  17^5.  Sam.  John  SON.** 

To  the  fame. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  H  A  D  a  letter  1^  week  from  from  Mr.  Wife,  but  have  yet  heard 
nothing  from  you,  nor  know  in  what  ftate  my  affair  ftands  ' ;  of  which  I  beg 
you  to  inform  me,  if  you  can,  to-morrow,  by  the  retum  of  the  poft.      * 

^^  Mr.  Wife  fends  me  word,  that  he  has  not  had  the  Finnick  Lexicon  yet, 
which  I  fent  fome  time  ago  s  and  if  he  has  it  not,  you  muft  enquire  after  it. 
However,  do  not  let  your  letter  ftay  for  that. 

*'  Your  brother,  who  is  a  better  correfpondent  than  you,  and  not  much 
better,  fends  me  word,  diat  your  pupils  keep  you  in  College  :  but  do  they 
keep  you  from  writing  too  ?  Let  them,  at  leaft,  give  you  time  to  write 
to,  dear  Sir, 

*'  Your  moft  afFeftionate,  &c. 

*'  [London,]  Feb.  13,  1755.  Sam.  J  O  HNS  ON.'* 

f 

To  the  fame. 
*'  Dear  Sir, 

"  Dr.  King  '  was  with  me  a  few  minutes  before  your  letter 5  this, 
however,  is  the  firft  inftance  in  which  your  kind  intentions  to  me  have  ever 
been  fruftrated  *.    I  have  now  the  foil  efFed  of  your  care  and  benevolence  i 


•  '•  On  Spcnfcf."  •  "  Of  the  degree/' 

'  **  Principal  of  Saint  Maty  HaU  at  Oxford.  He  brought  with  him  the  diploma  from 
Oxford." 

^  *<  I  fuppofe  Johnfon  means  that  my  kind  iMentum  of  being  the  firft  to  give  him  the  good  news 
of  the  degree  being  granted  ^^fruftrattd,  becaufe  Dr.  King  brought  it  befoie  my  intelligence 
^riv^»" 


X 


and 
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11 SS*     and  am  far  from  thinking  it  a  flight  honour,  or  a.  fmall  advantage  ;r   (ince  it 
^EutTId.  ^^  ^^  P^^  ^^^  enjoyment  of  your  converfation  more  frequently  in  the  power 
of,  dear  Sir> 

^^  Your  moft  obliged  and  aiTedtionate 

"  Sam.  Johnsok* 

«  P.  S.  I  have  enclofed  a  letter  to  the  Vice-ChanceUor  %  which  you  will 
read  i  and,  if  you  like  it,  feal  and  give  him,. 

«'  [London,]  Feb.  i75J*" 

As  the  publick  wilt  doubdefs  be  pleafed  to  fee  the  whole  progrefs  of  this 
well-earned  academical  honour,  I  fhall  infert  the  Chancellor  of  Oxford's  letter 
to  the  Univerfity  \  the  diploma,  and  Johnfbn's  letter  of  thanks  to  the  Vice- 
Chancellor* 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Hvddesford,  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford,  to  be  communiaUed  to  the  Heads  ofHoufesy  andfropofed  in  Convocation^ 

"  Mr.  Vice-Chancellor,  and  Gendemen, 

"  Mr.  Sam'uel  Johnson,  who  was  formerly  of  Pembroke  College^ 
having  very  cminendy  diflinguifhed  himfclf  by  the  publicadon  of  a  feries  of 
efTays,  exceUendy  calculated  to  form  the  manners  of  the  people,  and  in 
which  the  caufe  of  religion  and  morality  is  every  where  maintained  by  the 
ftrongefl  powers  of  argument,  and  language,  and  who  fhordy  intends  to 
publifh  a  Dictionary  of  the  Englifh  Tongue,  formed  on  a  new  plan,  and 
executed  with  the  greateft  labour  and  judgement;  I  perfuade  myfelf  that  I 
fhall  a6k  agreeably  to  the  fentiments  of  the  whole  Univerfity,  in  defiring 
diat  it  may  be  propofed  in  convocation  to  confer  on  him  the  degree  of  Mafter 
of  Arts  by  diploma,  to  which  I  readily  give  my  confent ;  and  am, 

**  Mr.  Vice-Chancellor,  and  Gentlemen, 

•^  Your  affeftionate  friend  and  fcrvant, 

«'  Grofvcnor-ftrcct,  Feb.  4,  i  JSS-  A  R  R  A  N. *' 


'  "  Dr.  Huddcsford,  Piefident  of  Trinity  College.** 
^  Extrafted  from  the  Convocatlon^Regifter,  Oxford. 


^«  Diploma 
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Term,  S**- 1 
Hilariu     V  «  DiPLOMA   MaGISTRI   JoHNSON. 

1755-     J 

"  CANCELLARIUS,  Magiftri  et  Scbohres  Unherfttatis  OxonienJU 
cmnibus  ad  quos  hoc  pre/ens  Jcriptum  pervenerity  Jalutem  in  Domno  fetftpitemam. 

^^  Cum  eum  in  fnem  gradus  academici  a  majoribus  nojlris  inftituti  fuerinty  ut 
viri  ingenio  et  doEhrini  pneft antes  titulis  quoque  prater  cateros  infignirentur ;  ckmque 
vir  doSliffimtts  Samuel  Johnfon  i  Collegio  Pembrocbienfi,  Jcriptis  Juis  papularium 
mores  informantibus  dudum  liter  at o  vrii  innotuerit\  quin  et  lingua  patriae  turn 
omanda  turn  ftabilienda  (Lexicon  fcilicet  Anglicanum  fummo  ftudio^  fummo  a  fe 
judicio  congeftum  propediem  editurus)  etiam  nunc  utilijfimam  impendat  operam ;  Nos 
igitur  Cancellarius,  Magiftriy  et  Scholar es  antediffiy  tH  virum  de  Uteris  bumani^ 
cribus  optimi  meritum  diutius  inbonoratum  pratereamus^  in  Jolenm  Cotroocatione 
Dofforum,  Magijirorumy  Regentiumy  et  non  Regentiumy  decimo  die  Men/is  Februarii 
Jnno  'Domini  MsUefimo  Septengentejfimo  ^umquagefimo  quhUo  babitdy  prafatum 
virum  Samuelem  Jobnfon  ( confpirantibus  omnium  /ujffragiis)  magijlrum  in  artibus 
renunciavimtis  et  conftituimus ;  eumquiy  virtute  prafentis  diplomatisy  finguUs  jurtbus 
privilegiis  et  bonoribus  ad  iftum  gradum  quiqui  pertinentibus  frui  et  gander e 
juffimus. 

'^  h  cujus  rei  teftimonium  figUlum  Univerjitaiis  Oxonienfis  prafentibus  appom 
fecimus. 

^^  Datum  in  Domo  noftra  Convocationis  die  ao""  Mntfis  Feb.  Anm  Donh 
pradiSo. 

^^  Diploma  Jupra  Jcriptum  per  Regiftrarium  leShm  eraty  et  ex  decreto  venerabiUs 
Domis  commum  Unherfitatis  Jigitto  munUum  ^" 

DOM.   DOCTORI   HuDDESFORDi    OxONIENSiS    ACADBMIiB  VlCB- 

Cancellario. 

^  INGRATUS  pUmi  et  tibi  et  mibi  videary  niji  quanto  me  gaudio 
affecersnty  quos  nuper  mibi  bonores  (te  credo  auSore)  decrevit  Senatus  Academicusy 
liierarumy  quo  tamen  nihil  leviusy  officio y  fignificem :  ingratus  etiamy  nift  comitatemy 
qud  vir  eximius  ^  mibi  veftri  teftimonium  amoris  in  manus  tradidity  afftofcam  et 
laudem.    Si  quid  eft  undi  rei  tam  grcUa  accedat  gratiay  hoc  ip/o  magis  mibi  placet, 

>  The  orignal  u  in  my  pofleffion. 

*  We  ma/  conceive  whut  a  high  gratification  it  mnft  have  been  to  Johnfon  to  receive  hit 
diploma  from  the  hands  of  the  great  Dr.  Ki  vo,  whofe  principles  were  fo  congenial  with  his  own* 

X  2  quod 
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>7$5-     qttod  eo  tempare  in  ordines  Academicos  denuo  cooptatus  Jim^  quo  tmm  imminuert 

iEtat.  46.  auRoritatemy  famamque  Oxonii  UderCy  t^nmibus  modis  conatUnr  homines  vafriy  mc 

tamem  acuti :  '  quiius  ego,  frotU  viro  umbratico  liadt^  femper  reftUiy  femper 

reftiturus. .   ^i  enimy  infer  bos  rerum  procellas,  vel  TiH  vel  Academic  defuerity 

ilium  virtuH  et  literisy  Jibique  et  pofterisy  drfuturum  exiftimo. 

«  S.  Johkson/' 


To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton. 

•'  Dear  Sir, 

"  AFTER  I  received  my  diploma,  I  wrote  you  a  letter  of  thanks, 
■with  a  letter  to  the  Vice-Chancellor,  and  fent  another  to  Mr.  Wife.;  but  have 
heard  from  nobody  fince,  and  begin  to  think  myfclf  forgotten.  It  is  true, 
I  fent  you  a  double  letter,  and  you  may  fear  an  expenfive  correlpondent  j  but 
I  would  have  taken  it  kindly,  if  you  had  returned  it  treble :  and  what  is  a 
double  letter  to  z  petty  king,  that  having  felUwJbip  and  fines y  can  fleep  without 
a  Modus  in  bis  bead''  ? 

«*  Dear  Mr.  Warton,  let  me  hear  from  you,  and  tell  me  fomething,  I  care 
not  what,  fo  I  hear  it  but  from  you.  Something  I  will  tell  you : — I  hope  to 
fee  my  Didtionary  bound  and  lettercii,  next  week  \—^aftd  mole  fuperhus.  And 
I  have  a  great  mind  to  come  to  Oxford  at  Eafter  \  but  you  will  not  invite 
me.  Shall  I  come  uninvited,  or  ftay  here  where  nobody  perhaps  would  mifi 
me  if  I  went  ?     A  hard  choice  !     But  fuch  is  the  world  to,  dear  Sir, 

Your,  &c. 

«  [London J  March  20,  1755.  Sam.  JohnsoN." 

To  tbe  fame* 
.    *'  Dear  Sir, 

*^  THOUGH  not  to  write,  when  a  man  can  write  fo  well,  is  an 
ofience  fuiliciently  heinous,  yet  I  fhall  pafs  it  by.  I  am  very  glad  that  the* 
Vice-Chancellor  was  pleafed  with  my  note.  I  fhall  impatiently  cxpeft  you  at 
London,  that  we  nwy  confkier  what  to  do  next.  I  intend  in.  the  Mrinter  to 
open  a  Bibliotbeque,  and  remember,  that  you  are  to  fubferibe  a  fheet  a  year  i 
let  us  try,  likewife,  if  we  cannot  perfuade  your  brother  to  iubfcribe  another. 

^  *'  The  words  in  Italicks  are  allufions  to  paffages  in  Mr,  Warton's  poem,  called  '  The 
P&ocRBSsof  Discomtbnt/  now  lately  publiihed." 

4  My 
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My  t>ook  is  now  coming  in  luminis  oras.  What  will  be  its  fate  I  know  not^ 
nor  think  much^  becaule  thinking  is  to  no  purpofe.  It  muft  Hand  the  cenflire 
of  the  great  vulgar  and  the  JmaU  \  of  thofe  that  underftand  it,  and  that  under- 
(land  it  not.  But  in  all  this,  I  fufFer  not  al()ne:  every,  writer  has  the  fame 
difficulties,  and,  perhaps,  every  writer  talks  of  them  more  than  he  thinks. 

^^  You  will  be  pleafed  to  make  my  compliments  to  all  my  friends :  and  be 
fo  kind,  at  every  idle  hour,-  as  to  remember,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your,  &c. 

"  [London;]  March  ij,  1755.  Sam.  Johnsom/' 


Dr.  Adams  told  me,  that  this  fcheme  of  a  Bibliotbeque*  was  a  ferious  one ; 
for  upon  his  vifiting  him  one  day,  he  found  his  parlour  floor  covered  with 
parcels  of  foreign  and  Englifh  literary  journals,  and  he  told  Dr.  Adams  he 
meant  to  undertake  a  Review.  "  How,  Sir,  (faid  Dr.  Adams,  can  you 
think  of  doing  it  alone  ?  All  branches  of  knowledge  muft  be  confidered  in 
it.  Do  you  know  Mathematicks  ?  Do  you  know  Natural  Hiftory  ?*'  Johnfon 
anlwered,  "  Why,  Sir,  I  muft  do  as  well  as  I  can.  My  chief  purpofe  is  to 
give  my  countrymen  a  view  of  what  is  doing  in  literature  upon  the  continent  j 
and  I  fhall  have,  in  a  good  meafure,  the  choice  of  my  fubjed,  for  I  fhall 
feleft  fuch  books  as  I  beft  underftand."  Dr.  Adams  fuggefted,  that  as  Dr. 
Maty  had  juft  then  finiflied  his  Biblhtbeque  Britanniquey  which  was  a  well 
executed  work,  giving  foreigners  an  account  of  Britilh  publications^  he  mighty 
with  great  advantage,  afiume  him  as  an  afliftant.  ^'  Hcy  (iaid  Johnfon,)  the 
little  black  dog !  I'd  throw  him  into  the  Thames.*'  The  fcheme>  however, 
was  dropped. 

In  one  of  his  litde  memorandum-books  I  find  the  following  hints  for  hi$ 
intended  Review  or  Literary  Journal :  "  ^e  Annals  of  Literature^  foreign  as 
well  as  domeftick.  Imitate  Lc  Clerk— Bayle^Barbeyrac.  Infelicity  of  Jour- 
nals in  England.  Works  of  the  learned.  We  cannot  take  in  all.  Some- 
times copy  from  foreign  Joumalifb.    Always  tell/* 

To  Dr.  Birch.. 

u  Sir,  March 29«  175^. 

**  I  HAVE  fent  fome  parts  of  my  Diftionary,  fuch  as  were  at  hand, 
for  your  infpeftion.  The  fevour  which  I  beg  is,  diat  if  you  do  not  like 
diem  you  will  fay  nothing.     I  am.  Sir, 

*'  Your  mofl  affectionate  humble  fervant, 

^  Sam.  Johnson." 

Ta 
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To  Mr.  Samuel  Johstson. 

*<  Sir,  NorfoBc-fticct,  AprU  3,  1755. 

"THE  part  of  your  Diftionary  which  you  >  have  favoured  me  with 
the  fight  of  has  given  me  llich  an  idea  of  the  whole,  that  I  moft  fincerely 
congratulate  the  publick  upon  the  acquifition  of  a  work  long  wanted,  and 
now  executed  with  an  induftry,  accuracy,  and  judgement,  equal  to  the 
importance  of  the  fubjeft.  Toti  inight,  perhaps,  have  chofen  one  in  which 
your  genius  would  have  appeared  to  more  advantage  i  but  you  could  not 
have  fixed  upon  any  other  in  pwhich  ypur  labpurs  would  have  done  fuch  fob- 
ftantial  fervice  to  the  prefent  age  and  to  pofterity.  I  am  glad  that  your 
health  has  fupported  the  japplication  neceflary  to  the  performance  of  fo  vaft  a 
taflc ;  and  can  undertake  to  promile  you  as  one  (though  perhaps  the  only) 
reward  of  it,  the  approbation  and  thanks  of  every  well-wiftier  to  the  honour 
of  the  .En^lifii  language.     I  am,  with  the  greareil  regard.  Sir, 

•**  Your  moft  feithfiil 

**  And  moft  afiedtionate  humble  fervant, 

«  Tho.  Birch." 

Mn  Charles  Burney,  who  has  fince  diftinguifhed  himfelf  fo  much  in  the 
fcience  of  Mufick,  and  obtained  a  Dolor's  degree  from  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford,  had  been  driven  fi*om  the  capital  by  bad  health,  and  was  now  refiding 
at  Lynn  Regis,  in  Norfolk.  He  had  been  fo  much  delighted  with  Johnfon's 
Rambler,  and  the  Plan  of  his  Didionary,  that  when  die  great  work  was 
announced  in  die  newfpapers  as  nearly  finifhed,  he  wrote  to  Dr.  Johxifon, 
beg^g  to  be  informed  wheii  and  in  what  manner  his  Didionary  would  be 
publiflied  I  intreating,  if  it  fhould  be  by  fubforipdon,  or  he  fliould  have  any 
books  at  his  own  dilpofal^  to  be  i&voured  with  fix  copies  for  himfelf  and 
friends.  - 

In  anfwer  to  this  application.  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote  the  following  letter,  of  which 
(to  ufe  Dr.  Bumey*s  own  words)  "  if  it  be  remembered  that  it  was  written 
to  ^  obfcure  young  man,  who  at  this  dme  had  not  much  difiinguifhed  him- 
felf even  in  his  own  profefilon,  but  whole  name  could  never  Jiaye  reached 
the  authour  of  The  Rambler,  the  politeneis  and  urbanity  may  be  qppoied  to 
fome  of  the  ftories  which  have  been  lately  circulate4  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  natura) 
fudewfs  and  fcrogity.*' 
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#     t  To  Mr.  BuRNEY,  in  Lyme  Regisy  Norfolk. 

«  Sir, 

"IF  you  imagine  that  by  delaying  my  anfwer  I  intended  to  ihew  any 
negleft  of  the  notice  with  which  you  have  favoured  me,  you  will  neither 
think  juftly  of  yourfelf  nor  of  me.  Your  civilities  were  offered  with  too 
much  elegance  not  to  engage  attention ;  and  I  have  too  much  pleafure  in 
pleafing  men  like  you,  not  to  feel  very  fenfiWy  the  diftindion  which  you  have 
beftowed  upon  me. 

"  Few  confequences  of  my  endeavours  to  pleafe  or  to  benefit  mankind 
have  delighted  me  more  than  your  friendfhip  thus  voluntarily  offered,  which 
now  I  have  it  I  hope  to  keep,  becaufe  I  hope  to  continue  to  deferve  it. 

"  I  have  no  Diftionaries  to  dilpofe  of  for  myfelf,  but  Ihall  be  glad  to  have 
you  direft  your  friends  to  Mr.  Dodfley,  becaufe  it  was  by  his  recommendation 
that  I  was  employed  in  the  work. 

*'  When  you  have  leifiire  to  think  again  upon  me,  let  me  be  fevoured  with 
another  letter;  and  another  yet,  when  you  have  looked  into  my  Diftionary, 
If  you  find  faults,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  mend  them ;  if  you  find  none,  I  Ihall 
think  you  blinded  by  kind  partiality :  but  to  have  made  you  partial  in  his 
6vour>  will  very  much  gratify  the  amT^ition  of.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obliged 

*'  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

•*  Googh-fquare,  Flcet-ftrtct,  Sam.  Johns ON." 

April  8,  1755* 

Mr.  Andrew  Millar,  bookfeller  in  the  Strand,  took  the  principal  charge  of 
conduftmg  the  publication  of  Johnfon's  Dictionary  j  and  as  the  patience  of  the 
proprietors  was  repeatedly  tried  and  almoft  exhaufted,  by  their  expefting  that 
the  work  would  be^  completed  within  the  time  which  Johnfbn  had  (anguinely 
fuppoied,  the  learned  authour  was  oftea  goaded  to  diipatch,  more  efpecially  as 
he  had  received  all  the  copy-money,  by  different  drafts,  a  confiderable  time 
before  he  had  finifhed  his  tafk.^  When  die  meflenger  who  carried  the  laft  fheet 
to  Millar  returned,  Johnfon  afked  him,  "  Well,  what  did  he  lay  ?"— "  Sir, 
(anfwered  the  meflfenger)  he  faid,  thank  God  I  have  done  with  him."  "  I  am 
^lad  (replied  Johnfon,  with  a  fmile,)  that  he  thanks  God  for  any  thing ^"    Ix 

'  Sir  John  Hawkins,  p.  341,  inierts  two  notes  as  having  paHed  formally  between.  Andrew 
Millar  and  Johnfon,  to  the  above  effe^«  I  am  afluxed  this  was  not  the  cafe..  In  the  way  of  inci. 
dental  remark  it  was  a  pleaiant  play  of  railleiy.  To  have  deliberately  written  notes  ia  fucll 
tcraw  would  have  been  morofe. 

is 
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Is  remarkable,  that  thofe  with  whom  Johnfon  chiefly  contra&ed  for  his  literary 
labours  were  Scotchmen,  Mn  Millar  and  Mn  Strahan.  Millar,  though 
himfelf  no  great  judge  of  literature,^  had  good  fenfe  enough  to  have 
for  his  friends  very  able  men  to  give  him  their  opinion  and  advice  in  the 
purchafe  of  copy-right  j  the  coniequence  of  which  was  his  acquiring  a  very 
kiTge  fortune,  with  great  liberality.  Johnfon  faid  of  him,  *^  I  relpeft  Millar, 
Sir  J  he  has  raifed  the  price  of  literature."  The  fame  praife  may  be  juftly 
given  to  Pancoek,  the  eminent  bookieller  of  Paris.  Mn  Strahan's  liberality^ 
judgement,  and  fuccefs,  are  well  known, 

fi  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton, 

««  Dear  Sir, 

**  I  A  M  grieved  that  you  fhould  think  me  capable  of  neglefting  your 
letters ;  and  beg  you  will  never  admit  any  fuch  fufpicion  again.  I  purpofe  to 
come  down  next  week,  if  you  fhall  be  there ;  or  any  other  week,  that  Ihall 
be  more  agreeable  to  you.  Therefore  let  me  know.  I  can  ftay  this  vifit  but 
^  week,  but  intend  to  make  preparations  for  a  longer  ftay  next  time  i  being 
refolved  not  to  lofe  fight  of  the  Univerfity.  How  goes  ApoUonius  ^  ?  Don't 
Jet  him  be  forgotten.  Some  things  of  this  kind  muft  be  done,  to  keep  us  up. 
Pay  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Wife,  and  all  my  other  friends.  I  think  to 
come  to  Kcttel-Hall.    I  am,  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  affedionate,  &c. 

"  [London,]  May  13,  1755,  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

To  the  fame. 
*^  Dear  S^ir,    . 

^^  \T  is  ftrange  how  many  things  will  happen , to  intercept  every 
pleafure,  though  it  [be]  only  that  of  two  friends  meeting  together.  I  have 
promifed  myfelf  every  day  to  inform  you  when  you  might  expefl:  me  at 
Oxford,  and  have  not  been  able  to  fix  a  time.  The  time,  however,  is,  I 
think,  at  laft  come ;  and  I  promife  myfelf  to  repofe  in  Kettel-Hall,  one  of  the 
firft  nights  of  the  next  week.  I  am  afraid  my  ftay  with  you  cannot  be  long  5 
but  what  is  the  inference  ?  We  muft  endeavour  to  make  it  chearfiil.  I  wilh 
your  brother  could  meet  us,  that  we  might  go  and  drink  tea  with  Mr.  Wife*  in 
^  body.    I  hope  he  will  be  at  Oxford,  or  at  his  neft  of  Britifh  and , Saxon 

ft 

^  **  k  tranflation  of  AppoUonius  Rhodius  was  now  intended  by  Mr*  Warton.*' 

antiquities. 
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totiquides'.     I  fliall  expeft  to  fee  Spenfer  finiflied,  and  many  other  things      i755* 
^gun.    Dodfley  is  gone  to  vifit  the  Dutch.    The  Diftionary  fells  well.    The  sm^. 
reft  of  the  world  goes  on  as  it  did.     Dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  alFedtionate,  &c. 

«  [London,]  June  lo,  1755.  SaM.  Johnson,** 

To  the  Jame^ 
^^  Dear  Sir, 

"TO  talk  of  coming  to  you,  and  not  yet  to  come,  has  an  air  of 
trifling  which  I  would  not  willingly  have  among  you  \  and  which,  I  believe, 
you  will  not  willingly  impute  to  me,  when  I  have  told  you,  that  fince  my 
promife,  two  of  our  partners  *  are  dead,  and  that  I  was  folicited  to  fulpend  my 
excurfion  till  we  could  recover  from  our  confufion, 

"  I  have  not  laid  afide  my  purpofc  \  for  every  day  makes  me  more  impa.- 
tient  of  ftaying  from  you.  But  death,  you  know,  hears  not  Applications,  nor 
pays  any  regard  to  the  convenience  of  mortals.  I  hope  now  to  fee  you  next 
week ;  but  next  week  is  but  another  name  for  to-morrow,  which  has  been 
noted  for  promifmg  and  deceiving. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

"  [London,]  June  24,  1755.  Sam.  JoHNSON." 

sn?  the  fame. 

*^  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  T  o  L  D  you,  that  among  the  manufcripts  are  fome  things  of  Sir 
Thomas  More.  I  beg  you  to  pafs  an  hour  in  looking  on  them,  and  procure 
a  tranfcript  of  the  ten  or  twenty  firft  lines  of  each,  to  be  compared  with  what 
I  have ;  that  I  may  know  whedier  they  are  yet  unpublifhed.  The  manufcripts 
ane  thefe : 

*'  Catalogue  of  Bodl.  MS.  pag.  1 22.  F.  3.  Sir  Thomas  More. 

''  I.  Fall  of  angels.  2.  Creation  and  fall  of  mankind.  3.  Determination 
of  the  Trinity  for  the  refcue  of  mankind.  4.  Five  Icdturps  of  our  Saviour's 
paffion.  5.  Of  the  inftiturion  of  the  facrament,  three  leftures.  6.  How  to 
receive  the  bleffed  body  of  our  Lord  Ikcramentally*  7-  Neomenia,  the  new 
moon.     8.  De  trijiitia^  tadio^  favorey  et  or  at  me  Cbriftu  onte  captionem  ejus. 


*  "  At  EUsfield,  a  village  three  miles  from  Oxford/' 
'  <'  Bookfq)lers  concerned  in  his  Dictionary." 


<*  Catalogue, 


4' 


*     V 
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>75J'         "  Catal<^guc,  pag.  154.     Life  of  Sir  Thoirias  Jilore;     ^.  Whether 
Mm~^,  Roper's ?    Pag-  362.   De  re^gncume  Magni  S^Uli  in  manus  Regis  per  D, 
Jiomam  Morutn*    Pag.  364.  Atori  Drfenfto  MorU. 

*<  If  yo\]  procure  the  youxig  gentlemaa  in  the  library  tto  write  out  what  you 
think  fit  to  be  written^  I  will  fend  to  Mr.  Prince  the  bp^kfeUer  to  pay  him 
^  what  you  fhall  think  proper. 

^<  Be  pleafed  to  make  my  conipliments  to  Mr,  Wiie^  and  all  my  fiiends* 
I  am.  Sir,    .  • 

"  Your  afFeftionate,  &c. 

"  [London,]  Aug,  7,  1755.  SaM.  JohNSON/* 

The  Diftionary,  with  a  Granimar  and  Hiftory  of  the  Englifh  Language^ 
being  now  at  lengtfi  publifhed,  in  two  volumes  folio,  the  world  contemplated 
with  wonder  fo  ftupendous  a  work  atchieved  by  one  man,  while  other  countries 
had  thought  fuch  undertakings  fit  only  for  whole  academies.  Vafl:  as  his.  powers 
were,  I  cannot  but  think  that  his  imagination  deceived  him,  when  he  fuppofed 
that,  by  conftant  application  he  might  have  performed,  the  talk  in  three  years. 
Let  the  Preface  be  attentively  perufed,  in  which  is  given,  in  a  clear,  fbo^ig,  and 
glowing  flyle,  a  comprehenfive,  yet  particular  view  of  what  he  had  done  j  and 
it  will  be  evident,  that  the  time  he  employed  upon  it  was  comparatively  ihort. 
I  am  unwilling  to  fwell  my^  book  with  long  quotations  from  what  is  in  every 
body's  hands ;  and  I  believe  there  are  few  profe  compofitions  in  the  Englifh 
language  that  are  read  with  more  delight,  or  are  more  imprefled  upon  the 
memory,  than  that  preliminary  difcourfe.  One  of  its  excellencies  has  always 
ftruck  me  with  peculiar  admiration  5  I  mean  the  pcrfpiaiity  witfi  which  he  has 
exprefied  abfbraA  fcientifkk  notions.  As  an  inflance  of  this,  I  fhall  quote  the 
following  fentence :  ^  When  the  radical  idea  branches  out  into  parallel  ramifi- 
cations, how  can  a  coofecutive  feries  be  formed  of  fenfes  in  dieir  own  nature 
collateral?''  We  have  here  an  example  of  what  has  been  often  fiid,  and  I 
believe  with  juflice,  that  there  is  for  every  Chovght  a  certain  nice  adaptation  of 
words  which  none  other  could  equal,  and  which,  when  a  man  has  been  fb 
fortunate  as  to  hit,  he  has  attained,  in  that  particular  cafe,  to  the  perfection  of 
tallage* 

The  extenfive  reading  which  was  abfolutely  neceflaiy  for  the  aocumulatiMi 
of  aiithorides,  and  which  alone  nuy  account  for  Johnfon's  retentive  mind  being 
enriched  with  a  very  large  and  various  florc  of  knowledge  and  imagery,  mufl 
Jxave  occupied  feveral  years.  The  Pre&ce  fiimiflies  an  eminent  infl^ce  of 
^  double  talent,  of  which  Johnfon  was  fully  conicious..   Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds 

A  Has 
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has  heard  him  fay,  ^'  Thfcfe  are  two  things  wljich  I  am  confident  I  can  do  ^55- 

very  wiell ;  one  is  an  iiltrodiidion  to  atty  literary  work,  ftating  what  it  is  to  ^moT^.                               1 

contain,  and  how  it  (hould  be  executed  in  the  moft  perfeft  manner  j  the  other  i 

h  a  coilciufion,  (hewing  from  various  caufes  why  the  execution  has  not  been  ■} 

equal  t6  what  the  authour  promifed  to  himfelf  and  to  the  publick/*  | 

How  ihould   puny  fcribblers  be  abaftied  and  difappointed,   when  they 

find  him  difplaying  a  perfeft  theory  of  lexicographical  excellence,  yet  at  the  | 

» 

feme  time  candidly  and  modcfUy  allowing  that  he  "  had  not  fatisfied  his  own 
ttpeftations."  Here  was  a  fair  occafion  for  the  exercife  of  Johnfon's  modefty, 
when  he  was  called  upon  to  compare  his  own  arduous  performance,  not  with 
thofe  of  other  individuals,  (in  which  cafe  his  inflexible  regard  to  truth  would 
have  been  violated,  had  he  afFefted  diffidence,)  but  with  fpeculative  perfeftion; 
as  he,  who  can  outftrip  all  his  competitors  in  the  race,  may  yet  be  fenfible  of 
his  deficiency  when  he  runs  againft  time.  Well  might  he  fay,  that  "  the 
Englifh  Diftionary  was  written  with  little  affiftance  of  the  learned ;"  for  he  told 
me,  that  the  only  aid  which  he  received  was  a  paper  containing  twenty  etymo- 
logies, fent  to  him  by  a  perfon  then  unknown,  who  he  was  afterwards  informed 
was  Dr.  Pearce,  Bifhop  of  Rochefter.  The  etymologies,  though  they  exhibit 
learning  and  judgement,  are  not,  I  think,  entitled  to  the  firft  praife  amongft 
the  various  parts  of  this  immenfe  work.  The  definitions  have  always  appeared 
to  me  luch  aftonifhing  proofs  of  acutenefs  of  intelleft  and  precifion  of  lan- 
guage, as  indicate  a  genius  of  the  higheft  rank.  This  it  is  which  marks  the 
ftiperiour  excellence  of  Johnfon's  Dictionary  over  others  equally  or  even*  more 
voluminous,  and  muft  have  made  it  a  work  of  much  greater  mental  labour 
than  mere  Lexicons,  or  PFord  Books,  as  the  Dutch  call  them.  They,  who  will 
make  the  experiment  of  trying  how  they  can  define  a  few  words  of  whatever 
nature,  will  foon  be  fatisfied  of  the  unqueftionable  juftice  of  this  obfervation, 
which  I  can  aflure  my  readers  is  founded  upon  much  ftudy,  and  upon  com- 
municarion  widi  more  minds  than  my  own. 

A  few  of  his  definitions  muft  be  admitted  to  be  erroneous.  Thus,  ff^d^ 
ward  and  Lenvard,  though  direftly  of  oppofite  meaning,  arc  defined  identically 
the  fame  way ;  as  to  which  inconfiderable  Ipecks  it  is  enough  to  -obferve,  that 
his  Preface  announces  that  he  was  aware  tiiere  might  be  many  fuch  in  fo 
immenfe  a  work ;  nor  was  he  at  all  difconcerted  when  an  inftance  was  pointed 
Out  to  him.  A  lady  once  alked  him  how  he  came  to  define  Faftern  the  knee 
of  a  horfe :  inftead  of  making  an  elaborate  defence,  as  ihe  expefted,  he  at 
Dncc  anfwered,  "  Ignorance,  Madam,  pure  ignorance."  His  definition  of 
■Network  has  been  often  quoted  with  fportive  malignity,  as  obfcuring  a  thing 

Y  2  in 
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i755^  in  itfelf  very  plain.  But  to  thefe  frivolous  cenfurcs  no  odicr  anfwer  is  necef- 
iEtan  46.  ^*T  ^^^^'^  ^^  ^^^  which  we  are  forniihed  by  his  own  Preface.  "  To  explain^ 
requires  the  ufe  of  terms  lefs  abftrufe  than  that  which  is  to  be  explained,  and 
fuch  terms  cannot  always  be  found.  For  as  nothing  can  be  proved  but  by 
fuppofing  fomething  intuitively  known,  and  evident  without  proof,,  fo  nothing, 
can  be  defined  but  by  the  ufe  of  words  too  plain  to  admit  of  definitions  Some- 
times eafier  words  are  changed  into  harder;  as,  burial^  into  fepuUure  or 
interment  j  dryy  into  dejiccative  5  drynefsy  into  Jiccity  or  aridity  5  Jit,  into 
paroxy/m  i  for,  the  eafieji  word,  whatever  it  be,  can  never  be  tranflated  into, 
one  moie  eafy." 

His  introducing  his  own  opinions,  and  even  prejudices,  under  general 
definitions  of  words,  while  at  the  fame  time  the  original  meaning  of  the: 
words  is  not  explained,  as  his  Tory^  fVhig^  Pen/ion^  Oats,  Exci/e,.  and  a  few 
more,  cannot  be  fully  defended,  and  muft  be  placed  to  the  account  of  capriciousr 
and  humourous  indulgence.  Talking  to  me  upon  this  fubjeft  when  we  were 
at  Alhbourne  in  1777,  he  mentioned  a  ftill  ftronger  inftance  of  the  predomi- 
nance of  his  private  feelings  in  the  compofition  of  this  work,  than  any  now 
to  be  found  in  it.  "  You  know.  Sir,  Lord  Gower  forfook  the  old  Jacobite 
intereft.  When  I  came  to  the  word  Renegade,  after  telling  that  it  meant  *  one 
who  deferts  to  the  enemy,  a  rev(j)lter,'  I  added.  Sometimes  we  Jay  a  Gower^, 
Thus  it  went  to  the  prefs  \  but  the  printer  had  more  wit  than  I,  and  ftruck 
it  out." 

Let  it,  however,,  be  remembered,  that  this  indulgence  docs  not  diiplay. 
itfelf  only  in  {arcafm  towards  others,  but  fometimes  in  playful  allufion  to  the 
notions  commonly  entertained  of  his  own-  laborious  taflc.  Thus :  "  Gruh-^ 
fireety  the  name  of  a  ftreet  in  London,  much  inhabited  by  writers  of  fmall 
hiftories,  diSlionarieSy  and,  temporary  poems  ^  whence  any  mean  produ<Stion 
is  called  Grub-ftrcet'^^^^^^  Lexicographer,  a  writer  of  didionaries,  a  barmlefs 
drudge.'* 

At  the  time  when  he  was  concluding  his  very  eloquent  Preface,  Johnfon's 
mind  appears  to  have  been  in  iuch  a  date  of  depreflion,  that  we  cannot  con^ 
template  without  wonder  the  vigorous  and  fplendid  thoughts^  which  fo  highly 
diftinguifh  that  performance.  "  I  ({ays  he)  may  furely  be  contented  without 
the  praife  of  perfedtion,  which  if  I  could  obtain  in  this  gloom  of  folitude, 
what  would  it  avail  me  ?  I  have  protradted  my  work  till  moft  of  thofe  whom 
I  wiflied  to  plcafe,  have  funk  into  the  grave ;  and  luccels  and  mifcarriage  are 
'empty  founds.  I  therefore  difmifs  it  with  frigid  tranquillity^  havmg  little  to 
fear  or  hope^  from  cenfurc  or  fi^om  praife/'    That  this  indifference  was  rather 

a  temporary 
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t  temporary  than  to  habitual  feeling,  appears,  I  think,  from  his  letters  to  ^155^ 
Mr^  Warton ;  and  however  he  may  have  been  afFefted  for  the  moment,  ^aStatT+fi] 
certain  it  is  that  the  honours  which  his  great  work  procured  him,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  were,  very  grateful  to  him.  His  friend  the  Earl  of  Corke  and 
Orrery,  being  at  Florence,  prefented  it  to  the  jicademid  delta  Crufca.  That 
Academy  fent  Johnfon  their  Vocabidarioy  and  the  French  Academy  fent  him 
their  Di£fiomaire,  which  Mr.  Langton  had  the  pleafurc  to  convey  to  him. 

It  mull  undoubtedly  fcem  ftrange,  that  the  conchifion  of  his  Preface 
fliould  be  exprefled  in  terms  fo  defponding,  when  it  is  confidercd  that  the 
authour  was  then  only  in  his  forty-fixth  year.  But  we  muft  afcribe  its  gloom 
to  that  miferablc  dejeftion  of  Ipirits  to  which  he  was  conftitutionally  fubjeft, 
and  which  was  aggravated  by  the  death  of  his  wife  two  years  before.  I  have 
heard  it  ingenioufly  obferved  by  a  lady  of  rank  and  elegance,  that  "  his  melan- 
choly was  then  at  its  meridian."  It  pleafed  God  to  grant  him  almoff  thirty 
years  of  life  after  this  time ;  and  once,  when  he  was  in  a  placid  frame  of  mind, 
he  was  obliged  to  own  to  me  that  he  had  enjoyed  happier  days,  and  had  had 
many  more  friends,  fince  thar  gloomy  hour  than  before. 

It  is  a  fad  laying,  that  "  moft  of  thofe  whom  he  wiihed  to  pleafe  had  funk 
into  the  grave ;"  and  his  cafe  at  forty-five  was  fingularly  unhappy,  unlels  the 
circle  of  his  friends  was  very  narrow.  I  have  often  thought,  that  as  lorigevity 
is  generally  defired,  and,  I  believe,  generally  expefted,  it  would  be  wife  to  be: 
continuaUy  adding  to  the  number  of  our  friends,  that  the  lofs  of  fomc  may  be 
fupplied  by  others.  Friendihip,  ^^  the  wind  of  life,"  ihould,.  like  a  well- 
ftockedL  cellar,  be  thus  continually  renewed  ^  and  jt  j^  confolatory  to  thinkj 
that  aithough  we  can  feldom  add  what  wiU  equal  tha  generous /r;^-^ratt;/i^j^^^^^ 
our  youth,  yet  friendftup  becomes  infenfiUyJ)M^m  much  lefs  rime  than  is  com- 
tagnly  Jmagihec^ariirTiot  mary  years^are  required  to_jnake  jtvcry  mellow 
andplealaHt  Warmth  will,  no  doubt,  make  a confiderable difference.  Men 
of  aflfedionate  temper  and.  bright  fancy  will  coalefee  a  great  deal  fooner  than 
thofe  who  are  cold  aod  dull. 

The  propofition  which  I  have  jiow  endeavoured,  to  illuftrate  was,  at  an 
after  period  of  his  life,  the  opinion  of  Johnfon  himfelf..  He  faid  to  Sir  Jolhua 
Reynolds,  "  If  a  man  docs  not  make  new  acquaintance  as  he  advances  through 
life,  he  will  foon  find  himfelf  left  alone.  A  man.  Sir,  ftiould  keep  his  friend- 
fliip  in  conjiant  repair^' 

The  celebrated  Mr.  Wilkes,  whofe  notions  and  habits,  of  life  were  very 
oppofite  to  his,  but  who  was  ever  eminent  for  literature  and  vivacity,  fallied 
forth  with  a  little  Jeu  S  Efprit  upon  the  following  paflage  in  his  Grammar  of 

the 
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17 J^  the  Englifli  Tongue,  prefixed  to  the  DiAioniaty ;  «  /^  fctabift,  peAaps  nev«r, 
^1.0.  begins  any  but  the  fitft  fyllable/'  In  aft  effay  pfiiited  in  the  Publick  Adver- 
dfer,  this  lively  writer  enumerated  many  ii^bnces  in  oppofition  to  this  remark; 
hr  example,  *^  The  authour  of  thb  obfervation  muft  be  a  man  of  a  quick 
appri-beHfi0iy  and  of  a  moft  ampre-benfive  genius.''  The  poficioh  is  un* 
doubtedly  expref&d  with  too  much  latitude. 

This  light  fally,  we  may  fuppofc,  made  no  great  imprtifli&n  dn  our  Lexi- 
cographer, for  we  find  that  he  never  altered  the  paflage. 

He  had  the  pleafure  of  being  treated  in  a  very  different  tnanner  by  liis  old 
pupil  Mr.  Garrick,  in  the  following  complimentary  Epigram : 

On  Johnson's  Dictionary. 

"  TALK  of  war  with  a  Briton,  he'll  boldly  advance, 
"  That  one  Englifh  foldier  will  beat  ten  of  France  j 
*^  Would  we  alter  the  boaft  from  the  fword  to  the  pen, 
*'  Our  odds  are  ftill  greater,  ftill  greater  our  men : 

In  the  deep  mines  of  fcience  though  Frenchmen  may  toil. 
Can  their  ftrcngth  be  compar'd  to  Locke,  Newton,  and  Boyle  ? 
"  Let  them  rally  their  heroes,  fend  forth  all  their  pow'rs, 
*^  Their  verfc-men  and  profe-men ;  then  match  them  with  ours  1 
*^  Firft  Shakipeare  and  Milton,  like  gods  in  the  fight, 
^^  Have  put  their  whole  drama  and  epic  to  flight ; 
*«  In  fatires,  cpiftles,  and  odes,  would  they  cope, 
^  Their  numbers  retreat  before  Dryden  and  Pope ; 
'^  And  Johnfon,  well  arm'd  like  a  herd  of  yore, 
^*  'Has  beat  forty  French ',  and  will  beat  forty  more ! " 

« 

Johnfon  this  year  gave  at  once  a  proof  cf  his  benevolence,  quicknefi  of 
apprehenfion,  and  admirable  art  of  compofidon,  in  the  aflUbince  which  he 
gave  to  Mr.  Zachariah  Williams,  father  of  the  blind  lady  whom  he  had 
humanely  received  under  his  roof.  Mr.  WilBams  had  followed  the  profeflion 
of  phyfick  in  Wales ;  but  having  a  very,  ftrong  propenfity  to  the  ftudy  of 
natural  philofophy,  had  made  ij^i^y  ingenious  advances  towards  a  difoovery  of 
the  longitude,  and  repaired  to  London  in  hop^s  of  obtaining  the  great  par* 
Bamentary  reward.    He  failed  of  fucceis  i  but  Johnfon  having  made  himfelf 

'*  The  number  of  the  Fiench  Academy  employed  in  iettlihg  their  bngoage. 

mafter 
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mafter  of  his  principles  vid,  ^KfCfiments,  wr^W  for  him  a  pamphlet^  pu&lUhfid     »7jy- 
in  quarto,  with  thp  foUowing  title  j  «  An  Account  of  an  Attennpt  to  afceitain  ^^^46. 
the  longitude  ^  S^ib  by  m  ^m&  Theary  of  the  Variation  of  the  tnagnctical 
Needle;  with  a  TaUe  oE  die  Variations  at  the  raoft  femaricable  Cities  in 
Europe,  from  the  year  1660  to  i86Q/-     To  difiufe  it  more  extenfively,  it 
was  accompanied  with  an.  Italian  tranflation  on  the  oppofite  page,  which  it  i^ 
fui:^ofed  was  the  work  of  Signor  Baretti,  an  Italian  of  confiderabk  literature^ 
who  having  come  to  England  a  few  years  be&ir,  had  been  employed  in  the 
capacity  bo(h  of  a  language*mafter  and  an  authour,  and  formed  an  intimacy 
with  Dr.  Johnibn.   This  pamphlet  Johnibnpreiented  to  the  Bodleian  Library  \    . 
On  a  blank  leaf  of  it  is  pafted  a  paragraph  cut  out  of  a  newipaper,  con>- 
fsuning  an  account  of  die  death  and  charadter  of  Williams,  plainly  written  by 
Johnfon  ^ 

In  July  this  year  he  had  formed  fome  fchcme  of  mental  improvement,  the 
particular  purpofe  of  which  ^oes  not  appear.  But  we  find  in  his  ^<  Prayers 
sed  Meditations/'  p.  24,  ^  prayer  entitled  ^'  On  the  Study  of  Philofbphy,  as 
an^  If^Fument  of  living )"  and  after  it  follows  a  note,  *^  This  ftudy  was  not 
purfued." 

In  1756  Johnfon  found  that  the  great  fame  of  his  Didionary  had  not  fet  i75^« 
him  above  the  neccffity.  of  ^^  making  provifion  for  the  day  that  was  pafling 
over  him."  No  royal  or  noble  patron  extended  a  munificent  hand  to  ^ve 
mdependence  to  the  man  wiio  had  conferred  fhibility  on  die  language  of  his 
country.  We  may  feel  indignant  that  there  Ihould  have^  been  fuch  unworthy 
negled ',  but  we  muft,  at  the  lame  time,  congratulate  ourielves,  that  to  this 
very  negleA,  operating  to  roufe  the  natural'  indolence  of  his  confiitution,  we 
owie  many  valuable  productions^  which  otherwiie,  perhaps,  xnight  never  have 
i9>p6ared. 

He  had  fpent,  during  the  progrels  of  the  work^  the  money  for  which  he  had 
contra&ed  to  writd  his  Difbionary.  We  have  leen  that  the  reward  of  his 
labour  was  only,  fifteen  hundred  and  fevency-fiv^e  pounds  s  and  when  the  expenoe 
if(  aipaivuenfes  aod  pt^r,  wd  other  articlei^  are  dcdu£fced,  his  dear  profit  was 

^  See  9ote  by  Mr.  WartoAj  p.  149. 

'  *'  Oqi  SaturcUy  the  .12th,  abcNit  twdve  at  ii^hc»  die^  Mr«  Zachariah  WiOiaoi^  ia  hiseighqr- 
third  year,  afker  ao  illnefs  of  eight  months,  in  f\dl  pofle^on  of  his  mental  facuhit*).  He  has  been 
long  known  to  phitofophers  and  feamen  for  hh  Hull  m  magnetifm,  and  his  prop^Tal  to  afcertain 
A»  longitude  by  a  peculiar  {yktm  of  tha  variation  of  the  compaft.  Ht  was  a  man  of  indnftry 
i94tf9tigai^,.of  conyerlatV>^  inoff^v^^  paik"^ of  a4v€i$ty  and  diffafe,  emiocntly  fober,  tern* 
peratej  and  pious }  and  worthy  to  have  coded  life  with  better  fortuie.** 

very 
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very  inconfiderable.  I  once  faid  to  him  "  I  am  fbrry.  Sir,  you  did  not  get 
more  for  your  Diftionary."  His  anfwer  was,  ^^  I  am  forry  too.  But  it  Was 
very  well.  The  bookfcUers  are  generous  liberal-minded  men/'  He,  upon 
all  occafions,  did  ample  juftice  to  their  charaftcr  in  this  rcJped.  He  confidered 
them  as  the  patrons  of  literature  j  and,  indeed,  although  they  have  eventually 
^een  confidcrablc  gainers  by  his  Didtionary,  it  is  to  them  that  we  owe  its  having 
been  undertaken  and  carried  dirough  at  the  rifk  of  great  expence,  for  they  were 
not  abfolutely  furc  of  being  indemnified. . 

On  the  firft  day  of  this  year  wc  find  from  his  private  devotions,  that  he  had 
then  recovered  from  fickhels*;  and  in  February  that  his-  eye  was  reftored 
to  its  ufe  ^  The  pious  gratitude  with  which  he  acknowledges  mercies  upon 
every  occafion  is  very  edifying ;  as  is  the  humble  fubmiflion  which  he  breathes 
when  it  is  the  will  of  his  heavenly  Father  to  try  him  with  affliftions.  As  fuch 
<lifpofitions  become  the  ftate  of  mw  here,  ;and  are'  the  true  effects  of  religious 
difcipline,  we  cannot  but  venerate  in  Johnfon  one  of  the  ipoft  exercifed  minds 
Xhat  our  holy  religion  hath  ever  formed.  If  there  be  any  thoughtlels  enough 
Xo  fuppofe  f\i<:h  exercife  the  weakneis  of  a  great  underftanding,  let  them  look 
up  to  Johnfon,  and  be  convinced  that  what  he  fo  eameftly  pradtifed  muft  have 
a  rational  foundation. 

His  works  this  year  were,  an  abftraft  or  epitome,  in  oftavo,  of  his  folio 
Didionary,  and  a  few  e<&ys  in  a  monthly  publication,  entitled,  '^  The 
JjNiVERSAt  Visiter/'  Chriftopher  Smart,  with  whofe  unhappy  vacilladon 
.of  mind  he  fmcerely  l}'mpathiied,  was  one  of  the  ftated  tindertakecs  of  this 
cTnifcellany.;  and  it  was  to  aflift  him  that  Johnfon  fometimes  employed  his 
pen,  AU  the  eiTays  marked  with  two  afterijks  have  been  aforibed  to  him  \  but 
I  am  confident,  from  internal  evidence,  that  of  thefo,  neither  **  The  Life  of 
Chaucer,"  "  Refleftions  on  the  State  of  Portugal,"  nor  an  **  Eflay  on 
Arcbitefture,"  were  written  by  him.  I  am  equally  confident,  upon  the  fame 
evidence,  that  he  wrote  *'  Further  Thoughts  on  Agriculture,f "  being  the 
fequel  of  a  vtr^  inferiour  eflay  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  and  which,  though  carried 
on  as  if  by  the  fame  hand,  is  both  in  thinking  and  expreflion  fo  far  above  it,  and 
fo  ftrikingly  peeuBar^  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  its  true  parent ;  and  that  he  alfo 
wrote  "  A  Diflcrtation  on  the  State  of  Literature  and  Authours,t**  and  ^  A 

•  •     •    • 

Diflcrtation  on  the  Epitaphs  writteiilby  Pope.f"  The  laft  of  thefe,  indeed,  lie 
afterwards  added  to  hj[$  "  Idler/*  Why  the  eflfays  truly  written  by  him  arc 
marked  in  the  fame  manner  with  fome  he  did  not  write,  I  cgnnot  f^pbim 

'  but  with  deference  to  thofe  who  have  aforibed  to  him  the  three  efl*^ys  which 

* 

f  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  25.  '  Jbid.  p.  27. 

I  have 
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I  have  rejefted^  they  want  all  the  charadteriftical  marks  of  Johnf6hian 
compolitioiu 

He  engaged  alio  to  fuperintend  and  contribute  largely  to  another  monthly 
publication^  entitled  ^^  The  Literary  Magazine^  or  UNivERSAt  Review;" 
the  firft  number  of  which  came  out  in  May  this  year.  What  were  his  emolu-* 
ments  from  this  undertaking^  and  what  other  writers  were  employed  in  it^  I 
have  not  difcovered.  He  continued  to  write  in  it^  with  intermiffions,  tiU  the 
fifteenth  number ;  and  I  think  that  he  ^  never  gave  better  proofs  of  the  force, 
acutenels^  and  vivacity  of  his  mind>  than  in  this  mifcellany,  whether  we  conlider 
his  original  eflays,  or  his  reviews  of  the  works  of  others.  The  "  Preliminary 
Addrefs "  to  the  publick  is  a  proof  how  this  great  man  could  embellifh  even 
fo  trite  a  thing  as  the  plan  of  a  magazine  with  the  graces  of  fuperiour 
compofidon. 

His  origmal  eflays  are,  ^'  An  Introduftion  to  the  political  State  of  Great* 
Britain  ;f''  «  Remarks  on  the  Militia  Bill;j-"  "  Obfervations  on  his  Britan- 
nick  Majefty's  Treaties  with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  and  the  Landgrave  of 
Heflc  Cafiel  ',Y'  "  Obfervations  on  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs  if  and, 
**  Memoirs,  of  Frederick  III.  King  of  Pruflia.f' *  In  all  thefe  he  difplays 
extenfive  political  knowledge  and  fagacity,  expreiled  with  uncommon  energy 
and  peripicuity,  without  any  of  thofe  words  which  he  (bmetimes  took  a  plea* 
fure  in  adopting,  in  imitation  of  Sir  Thomas  Browne,  of  whofe  *^  Chriftian 
Morals"  he  this  year  gave  an  edition,  with  his  **  Life  *"  prefixed  to  it,  which 
is  one  of  Johnfon's  beft  biographical  performances,  -  In  one  inftance  only  in 
thefe  eDays  has  he  mdulged  his  Browni/m.  Dr.  Robertfon,  the  hiftorian,  men^ 
tioned  it  to  me,  as  having  at  once  convinced  him  that  Johnfbn  was  the  authour 
of  the  "  Memoirs  of  the  King  of  Pruflia."  Speaking  of  the  pride  which  the 
old  King,  the  father  of  his  hero,  took  in  being  mafter  of  the  taUeft  regiment 
in  Europe,  he  fays,  "  To  review  this  towmng  regiment  was  his  daily  plcafure^ 
and  to  perpetuate  it  was  fo  much  his  care,  that  when  he  met  a  tall  woman  he 
immediately  commanded  one  of  his  ^itanian  retinue  to  marry  her,  that  they 
might  propagate  procerityy  For  this  Anglo-Latian  word  procerity,  Johnfon 
had,  however,  the  authority  of  Addifon. 

His  reviews  are  of  the  following  books  :  "  Birch's  Hiftory  of  the  Royal 
Society  jf"  "  Murphy's  Gray's-Inn  Journal  if"  "  Warton's  Ellay  on  the 
Writings  and  Genius  of  Pope.  Vol.  I.f "  "  Hampton's  Tranflation  of 
Polybiusjf'  "  Blackwcll's  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  Augulhis  if  *' Ruflrel's 
Natural  Hiftory  of  Aleppo  ;t"  "  Sir  Ifaac  Newton's  Arguments  m  Proof  of 
a  Deity  if  «*  Borlafe's  Hiftory  of  the  IHcs  of  Scilly  if"  "  Home's  Expert- 

Z  menti 
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ments  on  Bleaching  jf"  "  Browne^'s  Chriftian  Morals  sf"  ^'  Hales  on  diftflling 
Sea-Water,  Ventilators  in  Ships,  and  curing  an  ill  Tafte  in  Milk  jf "  "  Lucas's 
Effay  on  Waters  ;t^'  "  Keith^s  Catalogue  of  the  ScottUh  Bifliops  jf**^  "  Browne's 
Hiftory  of  Jamaica  ;t"  "  Philofophical  Tranfadions.  Vol.XLIX.f"  "Mrs. 
Lennox's  Tranflation  of  Sully's  Memoirs  ;*"    "  Mifcellanies  by  Elizabeth 
Harrifon  if"  ^'  Evans's  Map  and  Account  of  the  middle  Colonies  in  Ame- 
rica ;t"  "  Letter  on  the  Cafe  of  Admiral  Byng;*"  "  Appeal  to  the  People 
concerning  Admiral  Byng  ;*"   "  Hanway's  Eight  Days  Journey,  and  Eflay 
on  Tea  ;*"    "  The  Cadet,  a  military  Treatife  ;t"   "  Some  further  Particulars 
in  Relation  to  the  Cafe  of  Admiral  Byng,  by  a  Gendeman  of  Oxford  j*"  "  The 
Conduft  of  the  Miniftry  relating  to  the  prefent  War*  impartially  examined  if" 
*'  A  Free  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Origin  of  Evil.*"  All  thefe,  from  internal 
evidence,  were  written  by  Johnlbn  j  fome  of  them  I  know  he  avowed,  and  have 
marked  them  with  an  ajierijk  accordingly.     Mr.  Thomas  Davies,   indeed, 
afcribed  to  him  the  Review  of  Mr.  Burke's  ^'  Inquiry  into  the  Origin  of  our 
Ideas  of  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful  s"  and  Sir  John  Hawkins,  with  equal  dif- 
cernment,  has  inferted  it  in  his  cd[le(5lion  of  Johnfon's  works.    Whereas  it  has 
no  rcfemblance  to  Johnfon's  compofition,   and  is  well  known  to  have  beea 
written  by  Mr.  Murphy,  who  has  acknowledged  it  to  me  and  many  others. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  in  juftice  to  Johnfon's  political  charafter,  which 
has.  been  mifreprefented  as  abjectly  fubmiflive  to  power,  that  his  "  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs,'*  glow  with  as  animated  a  Ipirit  of 
conftitudonal  liberty  as  can  be  found  any  where.     Thus  he  begins,  "  The 
time  is  now  come,  in  which  every  Englifliman  expefts  to  be  informed  of  the 
national  affairs,  and  in  which  he  has  a  right  to  have  that  expeftadon  gratified. 
For  whatever  may  be  urged  by  miniflers,   or  thofe  whom  vanity  or  intereft 
make  the  followers  of  minifters,  concerning  the  neceflity  of  confidence  in  our 
governours,  and  the  prefumption  of  prying  with  profane  eyes  into  the  recefTes 
of  policy,  it  is  evident  that  this  reverence  can  be  claimed  only  by  counfek 
yet  unexecuted,  and  pmjefts  fulpended  in  deliberation.     But  when  a  defign 
has  ended  in  mifcarriage  or  foccefs,  when  every  eye  and  every  ear  is  witnefs 
to  general  difcontent,  or  general  fatisfaftion,  it  is  then  a  proper  time  to  difen- 
tangle  confufion  and  illuflrate  obfcurity,  to  fhew  by  what  caufes  every  event  was 
produced,  and  in  what  effefts  it  is  likely  to  terminate  i  to  lay  down  with  diftin£t 
particularity  what  rumour  always  huddles  in  general  exclamation,  or  perplexes 
by  indigefted  narratives  j  to  fhew  whence  happinels  or  calamity  is  derived,  and 
whence  it  may  be  expefted ;  and  honeflly  to  lay  before  the  people  what  inquiry 
can  gather  of  the  paft,  and  conjecture  can  eftimate  of  the  future." 

Here 
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Here  we  have  it  aflbmed  as  an  incontxoverrible  principle,   that  in  thk      '75^' 
country  the  people  are  the  fuperintendants  of  the  condu<St  and  meafures  of  jEtat.  4.7. 
thofe  by  whom  government  is  adminiftered,  of  the  beneficial  efFeft  of  which 
the  preient  reign  aiibrded  an  illuftrious  ejcample,  when  addreffes  from  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom  controulcd  an  audacious  attempt  to  introduce  a  new  power 
fubverfive  of  the  crown. 

A  ftill  ftronger  proof  of  his  patriotick  fpirit  appears  in  his  review  of  an 
*^  Effay  on  Waters,  by  Dr.  Lucas  i"  of  whom,  after  defcribing  him  as. a  man 
well  known  to  the  world  for  his  daring  defiance  of  power,  when  he  thought  it 
exerted  on  the  fide  of  wrong,  he  thus  Ipeaks :  "  The  Irifli  minifters  drove 
him  from  his  native  country  by  a  proclamation,  in  which  they  charged  him 
with  crimes  of  which  they  never  intended  to  be  called  to  the  proof^  and  opprefled 
him  by  methods  equally  irrefiftible  by  guilt  and  innocence. 

*^  Let  the  man  thus  driven  into  exile  for  having  been  the  friend  of  his 
country,  be  received  in  every  other  place  as  a  confcflbr  of  liberty  -,  and  let  the 
tools  of  power  be  taught  in  time^  that  they  may  rob,  but  cannot  impoverifh." 

Some  of  his  reviews  in  this  magazine  are  very  fliort  accounts  of  the  pieces 
Noticed,  and  I  mention  them  only  that  Dr.  Johnfon's  opinion  of  the  woiks  may 
^^  known  j  but  many  of  them  are  examples  of  elaborate  criticifm,  in  the  moft 
^:tiafterly  flyle.    In  his  review  of  the  "  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  Auguftus,"  he 
"has  the  refolution  to  think  and  Ipeak  from  his  own  mind,  regardlefs  of  the  cant 
tranfmitted  from  age  to  age,  in  praife  of  the  ancient  Romans.  Thus :  "  I  know 
not  why  afty  one  but  a  fchool-boy  in  his  declamation  fhould  whine  over  the  Com- 
mon-wealth of  Rome,  which  grew  great  only  by  the  mifery  of  the  reft  of  man- 
kind. The  Romans,  like  others,  as  foon  as  they  grew  rich,  grew  corrupt ;  and  in 
their  corruption  fold  the  lives  and  freedoms  of  themfelves,  and  of  one  another.** 
Again,  "  A  people,  who  while  they  were  poor  robbed  mankind  j  and  as  foon 
as  they  became  rich,  robbed  one  another."    In  his  review  (rf*  the  Mifcellanies 
in  profe  and  verfe,  publiflied  by  Elizabeth  Harrifon,  but  written  by  many  hands, 
he  gives  an  eminent  proof  at  once  of  his  orthodoxy  and  candour.     "  The 
authours  of  the  eflays  in  profe  feem  generally  to  have  imitated,  or  tried  to 
imitate,  the  copioufiiefs  and  luxuriance  of  Mrs.  Rowe.    This,  however,  is  not 
all  their  praife  j  they  have  laboured  to  add  to  her  brightncls  of  imagery,  her 
purity  of  fenjiments.     The  poets  have  had  Dr.  fFdifs  before  their  eyes ;  a 
writer,  who,  if  he  ftood  not  in  the  firft  clafs  of  genius,  compenfated  that  defeft 
by  a  ready  application  of  his  powers  to  the  promotion  of  piety.     The  attempt 
to  employ  the  ornaments  of  romance  in  the  decoration  of  religion,  was,  I  think,  - 
firft  made  kf  Mr.  B/yU*s  Martyrdom  of  Hbcodora  \  but  BoyWs  phiiofophical    * 
^  Z  2  ftudie^ 
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i7$6.  ftudies  did  not  allow  him  time  fer  the  culdvation  of  ftyle ;  and  the  compldioA 
jjgJ2frr  of  the  great  defign  was  referved  for  Mrs.  Rovoe.  Dn  Watts  was  one  of  the 
.firft  who  taught  the  Diffenters  to  write  and  fpeak  like  other  men,  by  (hewing 
them  "that  elegance  might  confift  with  piety.  They  would  have  both  done 
honour  to  a  better  fociety,  for  they  had  that  charity  which  might  well  make 
their  failings  be  forgotten,  and  widi  which  the  whole  Chriftian  world  might 
wifh  for  communion.  They  were  pure  fix)m  all  the  hcrefies  of  an  age,  to 
which  every  opinion  is  become  a  &vourite  that  the  univerfal  church  has 
hitherto  detefted ! 

"  This  praife,  the  general  intereft  of  mankind  requires  to  be  given  to  writers 
who  pleafe  and  do  not  corrupt,  who  inftruft  and  do  not  weary.  But  to  them 
all  human  eulogies  are  vain^  whom  I  believe  af^lauded  by  angds^  and  num* 
bered  with  the  juft." 

His  defence  of  tea  agdnft  Mr.  Jpnas  Hanway's  violent  attack  upon  that 
elegant  and  popular  beverage,  fliews  how  very  well  a  man  of  genius  can  write 
upon  the  flighted  fubjeft,  when  he  writes,  as  the  Italians  fay,  con  amore :  I 
luppofe  no  peribn  ever  enjoyed  with  more  relifh  the  inflifion  of  that  fragrant  leaf 
than  Johnfbn.  The  quantities'  which  he  drank  of  it  at  all  hours  were  fb  great> 
that  his  nerves  muft  have  been  uncommonly  flrong,  not  to  have  been  extremely 
relaxed  by  fuch  ah  intemperate  ufe  of  it.  He  aflured  me,  that  he  never  felt 
the  leaft  inconvenience  from  it ;  which  is  a  proof  that  the  i&ult  of  his  confti- 
tution  was  rather  a  too  great  tenfion  of  fibres,  than  the  contrary.  Mr.  Hanway 
wrote  an  angry  anlwer  to  Johnfbn's  review  of  his  Eflay  on  Tea, ,  and  Johnfon, 
after  a  full  and  deliberate  paufe,  made  a  reply  to  it ;  the  only  inftance,  I 
believe,  in  the  whqle  courfe  of  his  life,  when  he  condefcended  to  oppofc 
any  thing  that  was  written  againft  him.  I  fcrppofe  when  he  thought  of  any 
of  his  litde  antagpnifb,  he  was  ever  jufUy  aware  of  the  high  fendment  of 
Ajax  in  Ovid : 

"  Ifte  tulit  pretium  jam  nunc  certamtms  bujusy 
•*  ^iy  cum  viffus  erif,  mecum  certajfe  feretur.^^ 

But,  indeed,  the  good  Mr.  Hanway  laid  himielf  fb  open  to  rk)icule>  diat 
'  Johnfbn's  animadverfions  upon  his  attack  were  chiefly  to  make  fport» 
,,  The  generofity  with  which  he  pleads  the  caufe  of  Admiral  Byng  b  highly 
tp  the  honour  of  his  heart  and  fpirit.  Though  Voitmre  afFe6bs  to  be  witty 
'  nopon  the  fate  of  that  unfortunate  officer,  obferving  that  he  was  fhot  "  fwt 
mcourager  Us  autresy^  the  nation  has  long  been  fatisfied  that  his  life  was  iacrificed 

4  to 
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to  the  political  fervour  of  the  times.  In  the  vaidt  belonging  to  the  Torrington 
family^  in  the  church  of  SouthiU^  in  Bedfordfhire^  there  is  the  f(dlowing 
Epitaph  upon  his  monunient>  which  I  have  tranfcribed : 

"   To   THB   PERPETUAL   DiSGRACS 

"  OF  puBUCK  Justice, 

^*  The  Honourable  John  BynGj  Esq^ 

"  Admiral  of  the  Blue, 

*'  FELL  A  Martyr  to  political 

**  Persecution, 

^  March  14^   in   the  Year,    1757  j 

"  when  Bravery  and  Loyalty 

» 

*^   WERE    insufficient     SECURITIES 

'^  FOR  THE  Life  and  Honour  of 
"  A  Naval  Officer," 


Johnfon's  moft  exquifite  critical  eflay  in  the  Literary  Magazine,  and  indeed 
any  where,  is  his  review  of  §oame  Jennii^'s  "  Inquiry  into  the  Orig^  of 
JEvil."  Jennings  was  poflefled  of  lively  talents,  and  a  flyle  eminendy  pure 
and  eaiy,  and  could  very  happily  play  with  a  light  fubjecft,  either  in  profe  or 
*verie ;  but  when  he  fpeculated  on  that  moft  difficult  and  excruciating  queftion^ 
^the  Origin  of  Evil,  he  **  ventured  fs^r  beyond  his  depth/*  and,  accordingly, 
"Was  expofed  by  Johnfbn,  both  with  acute  argument  and  brilliant  wit.  I  remem- 
i)er  when  the  late  Mr.  Bicknell's  humourous  performance,  endtled  "  The 
IMuIical  Travels  of  Joel  CoUyer,''  in  which  a  flight  attempt  is  made  to  ridicule 
Johnfbn,  was  afcribed  to  Soame  Jennings,  ^  Ha  I  (faid  Johnfbn)  I  thought  I 
iiad  given  bim  enough  of  it.'' 

His  triumph  over  Jennings  is  thus  defcribed  by  my  friend  Mr.  Courtenay  i;^ 
Hs  ^  Poetical  Review  of  the  literary  and  moral  Charafter  of  Dr.  Johnfbn,"  a 
})erfbrmance  of  fuch  merit,  that  had  I  not  been  honoured  with  a  very  kind 
and  partial  notice  in  it,  I  fhould  echo  the  fentiments  of  men  of  the  fkft  tafte 
loudly  in  its  praife : 

*^  When  fpecious  fbphifts  widi  prefiimption  icaa 

^^  The  Iburce  of  evil  hidden  flill'^x>m  man  ^ 

.*•  Revive  Arabian  tales,  and  vainly  hope 

««  To  rival  St-  John,  and  his  fcholar  Pope : 

^^  Though  metaphyficks  Ipread  the  gloom  of  nightr 

*<  By  reafon's  ftar  he  guides  our  aching  fight  ^ 

«  The 
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"  The  boxihds  of  knowledge*  marks,  and  points  the  way  j 

"  To  pathlefs  waftes,  where  wilder*d  fages  ftray ; 
"  Where,  like  a  farthing  link-boy,  Jennings  ftands, 
"  And  the  dim  torch  drops  from  his  feeble  hands'." 

This  year  Mr.  William  Payne,  brother  of  the  reipeftable  bookfeller  of  that 
name,  publifhed  *^  An  Introduftion  to  the  Game  of  Draughts,"  to  which 
Johnfon  contributed  a  Dedication  to  the  Earl  of  ROchford,*  and  a  Preface,* 
both  of  which  are  admirably  adapted  to  the  treatife  to  which  they  are  prefixed. 
Johnfon,  I  believe,  did  not  play  at  draughts  ^er  leaving  College,  by  which 
he  fufFered,  for  it  would  have  afibrded  him  an  innocent  fbothing  relief  from 
the  melancholy  which  diitreiled  him  lb  often.  I  have  heard  him  regret  that  he 
had  not  learnt  to  play  at  cards  -,  and  the  game  of  draughts  we  know  is  pecu- 
liarly calculated  to  fix  the  attention  without  ibaining  it.  There  is  a  compofure 
and  gravity  in  draughts  which  in&nfibly  tranquiUifes  the  mind  -,  and,  accord- 
ingly, the  Dutch  are  fond  of  it,  a3  they  are  of  fmoaking,  of  the  fcdative 

*  Some  time  after  Dr.  Johofon's  death  tbeie  apppeaxed  in  tbe  newfpapers  and  magazines  4n 
illiberal  and  petulant  attack  upon  him«  in  the  form  of  an  Epitaph^  under  the  name  of  Mr.  Soame 
Jennings*  very  unworthy  of  that  gentleman^  who  had  quietly  fubmitted  to  the  critical  lafh  while 
Johnfon  lived.  It  aflUmed*  as  charadterilHcks  of  him*  all  the  vulgar  circumftances  of  abnfe  which 
had  circulated  amongft  the  ignorant.  It  was  an  unbecoming  indiUgence  of  pnny  refentment*  at  a 
time  when  he  himfclf  was  at  a  veiy  advanced  age*  and  had  a  near  profpcfl  of  defcending  to 
ihe  grave.  I  was  truly  lorry  for  it ;  for  he  was  then  become  an  avowed,  and  (as  my  Lord 
BiihoD  of  London*  who  had  a  ferious  converfation  with  him  on  the  fubje^*  aifures  me)  a  fincere 
Chriftian.  He  could  not  exped  that  Johnfon 's  numerous  friends  would  patiently  bear  to  have  the 
memory  of  their  mafter  ftigmatized  by  no  mean  pen*  but  that  at  leaft  one  would  be  found  to  retort. 
Accordingly*  this  unjuft  iuid  farcaftick  Epitaph  was  met  in  the  fame  publick  field  by  an  anfwcr^ 
in  terms  by  no  means  foft*  and  fuch  as  wanton  provocation  only  could  juftify ; 

"EPITAPH, 
•*  Frepared  fir  a  <rtatMn  not  quite  dead  jv/, 

**  HERE  lies  a  little  ugly  naufeous  elf* 

**  Who  judging  only  from  its  wretched  felf, 

**  Feebly  attempted*  petulant  and  vain, 

**  The  *  Origin  of  Evil,'  to  explain. 

'*  A  mighty  Genius  at  this  elf  difpleas'd, 

**  With  a  ftrong  critick  grafp  the  urchin  fquee2'd»  ,  .     • 

**  For  thirty  years  its  coward  fplecn  it  kept, 

"  Till  in  the  duft  the  mighty  Genius  flcpt ; 

"  Then  ftuftk  and  fretted  in  expiring  fnuff, 

*'  Aod  blink'd  at  Joiinson  with  its  laft  pQor  puff/' 

influence 
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influence  of  which,  though  he  himfelf  never  fmoaked,  he  had  a  high  opinion  ^ 
Befides,  there  is  in  draughts  ibme  cxercife  of  the  faculties  j  and,  accordingly,  ^Eutf  47% 
Johnfon  wifhing  ta  dignify  the  fubjeft  in  his  Dedication  with  what  is  mod 
eftimable  in  it,  obferves,  "  Triflers  may  find  or  make  any  thing  a  trifle ;  but 
iinceit  is  the  great  charafteriflick  of  a  wife  man  to  fee  events  in  their  caufes,  to 
obviate  confequences,  and  afcertain  contingencies,  your  Lordfhip  will  think 
nothing  a  trifle  by  which  the  mind  is  inured  to  caution,  forefight,  and  cir- 
cumljpeftion." 

As  one  of  the  little  occafional  advantages  which  he  did  not  difdain  to  take 
by  his  pen,  as  a  man  whofe  profeflion  was  literature,  he  this  year  accepted  of 
a  guinea  from  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley,  for  writing  the  introduftion  to  "  The 
London  Chronicle,"  an  evening  newlpaper;  and  even  in  fo  flight  a  per- 
formance exhibited  peculiar  talents.  This  Chronicle  flill  fubfifts,  and  from 
what  I  obfcrved,  when  I  was  abroad,  has  a  more  extenfive  circulation  upon  the 
Contmentr  than  any  of  the  Englifli  newlpapers.  It  was  confliantly  read  by 
Johnfon  himfelf  J  and  it  is  but  juft  to  obferve,  that  it  has  all  along  been  dif- 
tinguiflied  for  good  fenfe,  accuracy,  moderation,  and  delicacy. 

Another  inflance  of  the  fame  nature  has  been  communicated  to  me  by  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Thomas  Campbell,  who  has  done  himfelf  confidcrable  credit 
by  his  own  writings.  ^^  Sitting  with  Dr.  Johnfon  one  morning  alone,  he  aflced 
me  if  I  had  known  Dr.  Madden,  who  was  authour  of  the  premium-feheme 
in  Ireland.  On  my  anfwering  in  the  affirmative,  and  alfo  that  I  had  for 
fome  years  lived  in  his  neighbourhood,  &c.  he  begged  of  me  that  when  I 
•  returned  to  Ireland,  I  would  endeavour  to  procure  for  him  a  poem  of  Dr. 
Madden's,  called  *  Boulter's  Monument-*  The  reafon  (faid  he)  why  I  wilh 
for  it,  is  this :  when  Dr.  Madden  came  to  London,  he  fubmitted  that  work 
to  my  cafliigation ;  and  I  remember  I  blotted  a  great  many  lines,  and  might 
have  blotted  many  more,  without  making  the  poem  the  worfe.  However, 
the  Doftor  was  very  thankful,  and  very  generous,  for  he  gave  me  ten  guineas, 
U'hicb  was  to  me  at  that  time  a  great  fum.*^*  . 

He  this  year  refumed  his  fcheme  of  giVing  an  edition  of  Shaklpearc  with 
notes.  He  ifllied  Propofals  of  confiderable  length,  in  which  he  fliewed  that 
Jie  perfeAly  well  knew  what  a  variety  of  refearch  fuch  an  undertaking  required ; 
but  his  indolence  prevented  him  from  purfuing  it  with  that  diligence  which 
alone  can  colleft  thofe  fcattered  fafts  that  genius,  however  acute,  penetrating, 
dnd  luminous,  cannot  difcover  by  its  own  force.     It  is  remarkable,  that  at 

'  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  48. 

this 
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•  i7j6.  this  time  his  fancied  aftivity  was  for  the  moment  fo  vigorous,  that  he 
tftitt.4.7'  promilcd  his  work  fliould  be  publifhed  before  Chriftmas,  1757.     Yet  nine 

years  elapfed  before  it  law  the.  light.  His  throes  iii  bringing  it  forth  had 
'    been  fevere  and  remittent,  and  at  laft  we  may  almoft  conckide  that  the  Cacfarian 

operation  was  performed  by  the  knife  of  Churchill,  whofe  upbraiding  fatire,  I 

dare  fay,  made  Johnfon's  friends  urge  him  to  diipatdu 

*^  He  for  fubfcribers  bates  his  hook, 

*'  And  takes  your  caih ;  but  where's  the  book  t 

"  No  matter  where ;  wife^fear,  you  know, 

*^  Forbids  the  robbing  of  a  foe ; 

*'  But  what,  to  ferve  our  private  ends, 

H  Forbids  the  cheating  of  our  friends  ? " 

About  this  period  he  was  offered  a  living  of  confiderable  value  in  Lincoln^ 
ihire,  if  he  were  inclined  to  enter  into  holy  orders.  It  was  a  redtory  in  the 
gift  of  Mr.  Langton,  the  father  of  his  much  valued  friend.  But  he  did  not 
accept  of  it ;  pardy  I  believe  from  a  confcientious  motive,  being  perfuaded 
that  his  temper  and  habits  rendered  him  unfit  for  that  alliduous  and  femiliar 
inftruftion  of  the  vulgar  and  ignorant,  which  he  held  to  be  an  eflential  duty 
in  a  clergyman ;  and  pardy  becaufe  his  love  of  a  London  life  was  fo  ftrong, 
that  he  would  have  thought  himfelf  an  exile  in  any  other  place,  pardcularly 
if  refiding  in  the  country.  Whoever  would  wifh  to  fee  his  thoughts  upon 
that  fubjeft  difplayed  in  their  foil  force,  may  perufe  the  Adventurer,  No.  1 16. 
t757«  In  1757  it  does  not  appear  that  he  publifhed  any  thing,  except  fome  of 
riiofe  articles  in  the  Literary  Magazine,  which  have  been  mentioned.  That 
magazine,  after  Johnfon  ceafed  to  write  in  it,  gradually  declined,  though  the 
popular  epithet  of  JntigaUican  was  added  to  it  j  and  in  July  1758  it  expired. 
He  probably  prepared  a  part  of  his  Shakfpeare  this  year,  and  he  diftated  a 
fpeech  on  die  fubjedt  of  an  Addrefs  to  the  Throne,  after  the  expedition  to 
Rochfort,  which  was  delivered  by  one  of  his  friends,  I  know  not  in  what 
publick  meeting.  It  is  printed  in  the  Gendeman's  Magazine  for  Oftober 
1785  as  his,  and  bears  fofKcient  marks  of  authenticity. 

By  the  favour  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  the  Treafury,  Dublin,  I  have  obtained 
a  copy  of  the  following  letter  from  Johnfop  to  the  venerable  authour  of 
^  JDiflertarions  on  the  Hiftpry  of  Ireland." 
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To  Charles  O'Conor,  E/q. 

«  Sir, 

"  I  HAVE  lately,  by  the  favour  of  Mr.  Faulkner,  feen  your  account 
of  Ireland,  and  cannot  forbear  to  folicit  a  profecution  of  your  defign.  Sir 
William  Temple  complains  that  Ireland  is  lefs  known  than  any  other  country, 
as  to  its  ancient  Hate.  The  natives  have  had  little  leifure,  and  litde  encourage- 
ment for  enquiry  -,  and  Grangers,  not  knowing  the  language,  have  had  no 
ability. 

'«  I  have  long  wilhed  that  the  Irilh  literature  were  cultivated.  Ireland  is 
known  by  tradition  to  have  been  once  the  feat  of  piety  and  learning ;  and 
furely  it  would  be  very  acceptable  to  all  thofe  who  are  curious  either  in  the 
oiiginal  of  nations,  or  the  affinities  of  Languages,  to  be  further  informed  of 
the  revolutions  of  a  people  fo  ancient,  and  once  fo  illuftrious* 

•^^  What  Illation  there  is  between  the  Welch  and  Irifh  languages,  or  between 
die  language  of  Ireland  and  that  of  Bifcay,  deferves  enquiry.  Of  thefe  pro- 
vincial and  unextended  toj>gues>  it  ieldon^  happens  that  more  than  one  are 
underftood  by  any  one  man ;  and,  therefore,  it  feldom  happens  that  a  fair 
comparifon  can  be  made.  I  hope  you  will  continue  to  cultivate  this  kind  of 
learning,  which  has  lain  too*  long  neglefted,  and  which,  if  it  be  ^iufFered  to 
remain  in  oblivion  for  another  century,  may,  perhaps,  never  be  retrieved. 
As  I  wifh  well  to  all  ufeful  undertakings,  I  would  not  forbear  to  let  you  know 
how  much  you  deferve,  in  my  opinion,  fronni  all  Jpvers  pf  ftudy,  and  how 
ffiuch  pleafure  your  work  has  given  to.  Sir, 

f^  Yoyr  moft  obliged 

^  And  moil  humble  iervant, 

"Londoa,  Apr.  9,17^5.  Sam.  JohNSOK/' 

To  the  Revered  Mr.  Thomas  Wartok. 

«^  Dear  Sir, 

'^  Dr;  M arseli  of  Padua,  a  learned  gentleman,  and  good  Latin 
poet,  has  a  mind  to  fee  Oxford.  I  have  given  him  a  letter  to  Dr.  Huddesford'j 
and  fhall  be  glad  if  you  wjll  introduce  him,  and  fhew  him  any  thing  in 
Oxfor4.  % 

'  "  Now,  or  late,  Vicc-ChanccDor." 

A  a  ^M  am 
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l^\^.         "  I  am  printing  my  new  edition  of  Shaklpearc. 
]^j^j"    g[       "  I  long  to  fee  you  all,  but  cannot  conveniently  come  yet.    You  mi^t 
write  to  me  now  and  then,  if  you  were  good  for  any  thing.    But  htmores 
mutant  mores.    Profeflbrs  forget  their  friends  ^    I  (hall  certainly  complain  to 
Mifs  Jones  '•    I  am  * 

«  Your,  &c. 

••  [London,]  June  21, 175-1.  Sam.  JoHNSOK. 

"  Pleafe  to  make  my  compliments  to  Mr,  Wife/' 

Mr.  Burney  haying  enclofed  to  him  an  extract  from  the  review  of  his 
Diftionary  in  the  Bibliotheque  des  Savans  ♦,  and  a  lift  of  fubfcribcrs  to  his 
Shakipeare,  which  Mr.  Bumcy  had  procured  in  Norfolk,  he  wrote  the  following 
anlwer : 

^0  Mr.  BuRNEY,  in  Lyme^  Norfolk. 
''  Sir, 

"  THAT  I  may  fliow  myfelf  fenfible  of  your  favours,  and  not 
commit  the  fame  fault  a  fecond  rime,  I  make  hafte  to  anfwcr  the  letter  which 
I  received  this  morning.  The  truth  is,  the  other  likewifc  was  received,  and 
"  I  wrote  an  anfwer  j  but  being  defirous  to  tranfmit  you  fome  propofids  and 
receipts,  I  waited  till  I  could  find  a  convenient  conveyance,  and  day  wa^ 
paflcd  after  day,  till  other  things  drove  it  from  my  thoughts,  yet  not  fo,  but 
that  I  remember  with  great  plealure  your  commendation  of  my  Diftionary. 
.  Your  praife  was  welcome,  not  only  becaufe  I  believe  it  was  fincere,  but  becauic 
praife  has  been  very  fcarce.  A  man  of  your  candour  will  be  furprifed  when  I 
tell  you,  that  among  all  my  acquaintance  there  were  only  two,  who  upon  the 
publication  of  my  book  did  not  endeavour  to  deprcfs  me  with  threats  of  ccn- 
fure  from  the  publick,  or  with  objeftions  learned  from  thofe  who  had  learned 
them  from  my  own  Preface.    Yours  is  the  only  letter  of  good-will  that  I 

•  '*  Mr.  Warton  was  clewed  Profcflbr  of  Poetry  at  Oxford  in  the  preceding  year." 
3  "  Mifs  Jones  lived  at  Oxford,  and  was  often  of  our  parties.  She  was  a  very  ingenious 
poeters>  and  pabliflied  a  volume  of  poems  ;  and,  on  the  whole,  was  a  moft  fenHble,  agreeable,  and 
amiable  woman.  She  was  fifter  of  the  Reverend  River  Jones,  Chanter  of  Chrift  Church  cathednd 
at  Oxford,  and  Johnfon  ufed  to  call  her  the  Cbatttrefi.  I  have  heard  him  often  addicft  hei  in  thi3 
paflage  from  «  II  PENSEaoso:' 

*  Thee,  Chantrefs,  oft  the  woods  among 

•  I  woo,*  &c. 

£he  died  unmarried,"  4  Tom.  III.  p.  482  • 

have 
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have  received,  though,  indeed  I  am  promifed  fomething  of  that  fort  from 
Sweden, 

**  How  my  new  edition  ^  will  be  received  I  know  not ;  the  fubfcription  has 
not  been  very  fuccefsfuL     I  Ihall  publifh  about  March. 

**  If  you  can  direft  me  how  to  fend  propofals,  I  fhould  wilh  that  they  were 
in  fuch  han4s. 

"  I  remember.  Sir,  in  fome  of  the  firft  letters  with  which  you  fevoured 
me,  you  mentioned  your  lady.     May  I  enquire  after  her  ?    In  return  for  the 
favours  which  you  have  fhewn  me,  it  is  not  much  to  tell  you,  that  I  wifh  you 
and  her  all  that  can  conduce  to  your  happinefs.    I  am.  Sir, 
•  "  Your  moft  obliged 

'^  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

^  GoTigh-fqaarc,  Dec,  24,  1 757,  Sam.  JoHNSO N." 

In  1758  we  find  him,  it  fhould  feem,  in  as  ealy  and  pleafant  a  ftatc  of     175^ 
cxiftence,  as  conftitutional  unhappinefs  ever  permitted  him  to  enjoy. 

To  Mr.  BuRNEY,   at  Lyme^   Norfolk. 
^'  Sir, 

«  YOUR  kindnefs  is  {6  great,  ahd  my  claim  to  any  particular 
regard  from  you  fo  little,  that  I  am  at  a  lofs  how  to  exprcfs  my  fenfe  of  your 
favours  *  i  but  I  am,  indeed,  much  pleafed  to  be  thus  diftinguifhed  by  you. 

**  I  am  afhamed  to  tell  you  that  my  Shakfpeare  will  not  be  out  fo  foon  as 
I  promifed  my  lubfcribers ;  but  I  did  not  promife  them  more  than  I  promifed 
myfeE     It  will,  however,  be  publifhed  before  fummer. 

'*  I  have  fent  you  a  bundle  of  propofals,  which,  I  think,  do  not  profefs 
more  than  I  have  hitherto  performed.  I  have  printed  many  of  the  plays,  and 
have  hitherto  left  very  few  paflages  unexplained  s  where  I  am  quite  at  a  lols, 
I  confefs  my  ignorance,  which  is  feldom  done  by  commentators. 

**  I  have,  likewife,  inclofed  twelve  receipts  i  not  that  I  mean  to  impofe 
upon  you  the  trouble  of  pufhing  them  with  more  importunity  than  may  feem 
proper,  but  that  you  may  rather  have  more  than  fewer  than  you  fhall  want. 
The  propofals  you  will  difTeminate  as  there  fhall  be  opportunity.  I  once 
printed  them  at  length  in  the  Chronicle,  and  fome  of  my  friends  (I  believe 

«  Of  Shakfpeare. 

^  This  letter  was  an  anfwer  to  one  in  which  was  enclofed  a  draft  for  the  payment  of  fome  fub« 
fcriptions  to  his  Shakfpeare. 

A  a  a  I^r, 
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11 5^*     Mr.  Murphy,  who  formerly  wrote  the  Gray's-Inn  Journal)  introduced  them 
^^J][J^^  with  a  fplendid -encomium. 

"  Since  the  Life  o£^  Brownei  I  have  been  a  litde  engaged,  from  time  to 
time,  in  the  Literary  Magazine,  but  not  very  lately.  I  have  not  the  colle6lioA 
by  me,  and  therefore  cannot  draw  out  a  catalogue  of  my  own  parts,  but  will 
do  it,  and  fend  it.  Do  not  buy  them,  for  I  will  gather  all  thofe  that  have  any 
thing  of  mine  in  them,  and  frnd  thenr  to  Mrs.  Burney>  a&  a  finall  token  of 
gratitude  for  the  regard  which  (he  is  pleafed  to  b^ow  upon  me.     I  am>  Sir^ 

"  Your  moft  obliged 

«^  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

•*  London,  March  8,  1758.  Sam.  JohM^ON.'*' 

Dr.  Burney  has  kindly  fevoured  me  with  the  following  memorandum^,  which 
I  take  the  liberty  to  infert  in  his  own  'genuine  eafy  ftyle.  I  love  to  exhibit 
iketches  of  my  illuftrious  friend  by  various  eminent  hands. 

"  Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Burney,  during  a  vifit  to  the  capital,  had  aa  inter- 
view with  him  in  Gough-fquare,  where  he  dined  and  drank  tea  with  him,  and 
was  introduced  to  the  acquaintance  of  Mrs.  Williams..  After  dinner,  Mr. 
Johnfon  propofed  to  Mr.  Burney  to  go  up  with  him  into  his  garret,  which 
being  accepted,  he  there  found  about  five  or  fix  Greek  folios,  a  deal  writing- 
deflc,  and  a  chair  and  a  half.  Johnfon  giving  to  his  gueft  the  entire  feat, 
tottered  himfclf  on  one  with  only  three  legs  and  one  arm.  Here  he  gave  Mr. 
Burney  Mrs.  Williams's  hiftory>  and  ftiewed  him  fome  volumes  of  his  Shak- 
Ipearc  akeady  printed,  to  prove  that  he  was  in  eameft.  Upon  Mr.  Bumey*s 
opening  the  firft  volume,  at  the  Merchant  of  Venice,  he  obferved  to  him, 
that  he  feemcd  to  be  more  fevere  on  Warburton  than  Theobald.  *  O  poor 
Tib. !  (faid  Johnfon)  he  was  ready  knocked  down  to  my  hands  >  Warburton 
ftands  between  me  and  him.*  *  But,  Sir,  (faid  Mr.  Burney,)  you'll  have 
Warburton  upon  your  bones,  won't  you  ?  ^  *  No,  Sir  j  he'll  not  come  out : 
he'll  only  growl  in  his  den.*  '  But  you  think.  Sir,  that  Warburton  is  a  fijpe- 
riour  critick  to  Theobald  ?' — *  O,  Sir,  he'd  make  two-and-fifty  Theobalds,  cut 
into  flices !  The  worft  of  Warburton  is,  that  he  has  a  rage  for  faying  fome- 
thing,  when  there's  nothing  to  be  laid.' — Mr.  Burney  then  afked  him  whether 
he  had  feen  the  letter  which  Warburton  had  written  in  anfiver  to  a  pamphlet 
addreflfed  '  To  the  moft  impudent  Man  alive.'  He  anfwered  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  Burney  told  him  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  Mallet.  The  contro- 
verfy  now  raged  between  the  friends  of  Pope  and  Bolingbroke ;  and  Warburton 
and  Mallet  were  the  leaders  of  the  feveral  parties.    Mn  Burney  afked  him  then 

if 
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if  be  had  feen  Warburton*s  book  againft  Bolingbroke's  Philofophy  ?     '  Noj      ns^» 

Sir  5  I  have  never  read  Bolingbroke's  impiety,  and  therefore  am  not  interefted  ajaTTg* 
about  its  confutation/' 

On  the  fifteenth  of  April  he  began  a  new  periodical  paper,,  entidcd  •*  The 
Idler,*'*  which  came  out  every  Saturday  in  a  weekly  newlpaper,  called  "  The 
Univcrfal  Chronicle,  or  Weekly  Gazette,"  publilhed  by  Newberry.  Thefc 
eflays  were  continued  till  April  5,  1760.  Of  one  hundred  and  three,  their 
total  number,  twelve  were  contributed  by  his  friends ;  of  which.  Numbers  33, 
93,  and  96,  were  written  by  Mr.  Thomas  Wartonj  No.  67  by  Mr.  Langton  j 
and  No.  76,  79,  and  82  by  Sir  Joihua  Reynolds;  the  concluding  wonds  of 
No.  8  2,  "  and  pollute  his  canvas  with  deformity,"  being  added  by  Johnfbn, 
as  Sir  Joihua  informed  me.. 

The  Idler  is  evidently  the  work  of  the  fame  mind  which  produced  the 
Rambler,  but  has  lefs  body,  and  more  Ipirit.  It  has  more  variety  of  real  life, 
and  greater  facility  of  language.  He  defcribes  the  miferies  of  idlenefs,.with 
the  lively  fenfarions  of  one  who  had  felt  them ;  and  in  his  private  memo- 
randums while  engaged  in  it,  we  find  "  This  year  I  hope  to  leam  diligence  ^." 
Many  of  thefe  excellent  eflays  were  written  as  haftily  as  an  ordinary  letter. 
Mr.  Langton  remembers  Johnfon,  when  on  a  vifit  at  Oxford,  afking  him  one 
evening  how  long  it  was  till  the  poft  went  out;  and  on  being  told  about  half 
an  hour,  he  exclaimed,  "  then  we  fhall  do  very  well."  He  upon  this  inftandy 
(at  down  and  finifhed  an  Idler,  which  it  was  neceflary  ihould  be  in  London 
the  next  day.  Mr.  Langton  having  fignified  a  wifh  to  read  it,  "  Sir,  (faid  he) 
you  ihall  not  do  more  than  I  have  done  myfelf."  He  then  folded  it  up,  and 
lent  it  off. 

Yet  there  are  in  the  Idler  feveral  papers  which  fhcw  as  nnwch  profundity  of 
thought,  and  labour  of  language,  as  any  of  this  great  man's  writings.  No.  14, 
"Robbery  of  rime  f'  No.  24,  "Thinking;"  No.  41,  «  Deadi  of  a  fiiend  5^ 
No^  43,  "  Flight  of  time  j"  No.  51,  "  Domeftick  greatnefs  unattainable ; 
No.  52,  "  Self-denial  j"  No.  58,  "  Adual,  how  fhort  of  fended  exceUencej" 
No.  89,.  "  Phyfical  evil  moral  good  /'  and  his  concluding  paper  on  **  The 
horrour  of  the  laft,"  will  prove  this  aflerriom  I  know  not  why  a  motto,  the  ufual 
trapping  of  periodical  papers,  is  prefixed  to  very  few  of  the  Idlers,  as  I  have 
heard  Johnfon  comihend  the  cuftom  ;  and  he  never  could  be  at  a  lofs  for  one^ 
his  memory  bemg  ftored  with  innumerable  paflages  of  the  claflicks.  In  this 
leries  of  eflays  he  exhibits  admirable  inftances  of  grave  humour,  of  which  he  had 

'  Prayers  and  Meditations,.  p«  30. 
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1 758*  an  uncoftimon  fliarc.  Nor  on  fonne  occafions  has  he  rcprcfled  that«powcr  of 
!ffiutl  40.  fophiftiy  which  he  pofleffed  in  fo  cniinent  a  degree.  In  No.  1 1,  he  treats  with 
the  utmoft  contempt  the  opinion  that  our  mental  faculties  depend,  in  fomc 
degree,  upon  the  weather ;  an  opinion,  which  they  who  have  never  experienced 
its  truth  are  not  to  be  pnvied,  and  of  which  he  himfelf  could  not  but  be 
fcnfible,  as  the  effefts  of  weather  upon  him  were  very  vifible.  Yet  thus  he 
declaims :  ^*  Surely,  nothing  is  more  reproachful  to  a  being  endowed  with 
reafon,  than  to  refign  its  powers  to  the  influence  of  the  air,  and  live  in  depen- 
dance  on  the  weather  and  the  wind  for  the  only  bleflings  which  Nature  has 
put  into  our  power,  tranquillity  and  benevolence. — ^This  diftindion  of  fealbns 
is  produced  only  by  imagination  operating  on  luxury.  To  temperance,  every 
day  is  bright ;  and  every  hour  is  propitious  to  diligence.  He  that  {hall  refo- 
lutely  excite  his  faculties,  or  exert  his  virtues,  will  foon  make  himfelf  fuperiour 
to  the  ieafons ;  and  may  let  at  defiance  the  morning  mift  and  the  evening  damp, 
the  blafts  of  the  eafty  and  the  clouds  of  the  fouth.'* 

Alas !  it  is  too  certain,  that  where  the  frame  has  delicate  fibres,  and  there 
is  a  fine  fenfibility,  fuch  influences  of  the  air  are  irrefiflible.  He  might  as  well 
have  bid  defiance  to  the  ague,  the  palfy,  and  all  other  bodily  diforders.  Such 
boafting  of  the  force  of  mind  is  felfe  elevation. 

*'  I  think  the  Romans  call  it  Stoicifm.** 

But  in  this  number  of  his  Idler  his  Ipirits  feem  to  run  riot;  for  in  the  wanton- 
riefs  of  his  difquifition  he  forgets,  for  a  moment,  even  the  reverence  for  that  which 
he  held  in  high  refpcft  j  and  defcribes  "  the  attendant  on  a  Court,"  as  one  *^  whoic 
bufinefs  is  to  watch  the  looks  of  a  being,  weak  and  foolilh  as  himfelf." 

His  unqualified  ridicule  of  rhetorical  gefture  or  aftion  is  nor,  furely,  a  tefl 
of  truth  i  yet  we  cannot  help  admiring  how  well  it  is  adapted  to  produce  the 
jcfieft  which  he  wilhed.  ^*  Neither  the  judges  of  our  laws,  nor  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  our  people,  would  be  much  afFefted  by  laboured  gefliculation, 
or  believe  any  man  the  more  becaufe  he  rolled  his  eyes,  or  puffed  his  cheeks, 
or  fpread  abroad  his  arms,  or  flamped  the  ground,  or  thumped  his  breaft^ . 
or  turned  his  eyes  fometimes  to  the  cieling,  and  fometimes  to  the  floor." 

A  cafual  coincidence  with  other  writers,  or  an  adoption  of  a  fentiment  or 
image  which  has  been  found  in  the  wridngs  o^  another,  and  afterwards  appears 
in  the  mind  as  one's  own,  is  not  unfrequent.  The  richnefs  of  Johnfbn's  fancy, 
"which  could  fupply  his  page  abundantly  on  all  occafions,  and  the  ftrength  of 
his  memory,  which  at  once  detefted  the  real  owner  of  any  thought,  made 
him  lefs  liable  to  the  imputation  of  plagiarifm  than^  perhaps,  any  of  our 

4'  writers. 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  183 

writers.^  In  the  Idler,  however,  there  is  a  paper,  in  which  converfation  is      i75^« 
affimilated  to  a  bowl  of  punch,  where  there  is  the  fame  train  of  comparifon  ^^Ju^TTg, 
as  in  a  poem  by  Blacklock,  in  his  collection  publifhed  in  1756;  in  which  a 
parallel  is  ingenioufly  drawn  between  human  life  and  that  liquor.    It  <ends^ 

**  Say  then^  phyficians  of  each  kind, 
"  Who  cure  the  body  or  the  mind, 
*'  What  harm  in  drinking  can  there  be, 
**  Since  punch  and  life  lb  well'agree  ?" 

To  the  Idler,  when  collefted  in  volumes,  he  added  (befide  the  Eflay  on 
Epitaphs,  and  the  Diflertation  on  thofe  of  Pope,)  an  Effay  on  the  Bravery  of 
the  Englifh  conunon  Soldiers, 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  YOUR  notes  lipon  my  poet  were  very  acceptable.  I  beg  that 
you  will  be  fo  kind  as  to  continue  your  fearches.  It  will  be  reputable  to  my 
work,  and  fuitable  to  your  profeflbrfhip,  to  have  fomething  of  yours  in  the 
notes..  As  you  have  given  no  dircftions  about  your  name,  I  fhall  therefore 
put  it.  I  wilh  your  brother  would  take  the  fame  trouble.  A  commentary  * 
muft  arife  from  the  fortuitous  difcoveries  of  many  men  in  devious  walks  of 
literature.  Some  of  your  remarks  are  on  plays  already  printed :  but  I  purpofc 
to  add  an  Appendix  of  Notes,  fo  that  nothing  comes  too  late. 

"  You  give  yourfelf  too  much  uneafinefs,  dear  Sir,  about  the  lofs  of  the 
papers  *•  The  lofs  is  nothing,  if  nobody  has  found  them  5  nor  even  then, 
perhaps,  if  the  numbers  be  known.  You  are  not  the  only  friend  that  has  had 
the  fame  mifchance.  You  may  repair  your  want  out  of  a  dock,  which  is 
depofited  with  Mr.  Allen,  of  Magdalen-Hall  j  or  out  of  a  parcel  which  I 
have  juft  fent  to  Mr.  Chambers  ^  for  th^  ufe.  of  any  body  that  will  be  fo  kind 
as  to  want  them.  Mr.  Langtons  are  well ;  and  Mifs  Roberts,  whom  I  have 
at  laft  brought  to  (peak,  upon  the  information  which  you  gave  me,  that  Ihc 
had  fomething  to  f^y» 

*^  I  am,  &c.  » 

«•  [London,]  April  14,  1758.  Sam.  Johns  ON," 


•  "  Receipts  for  Shakfpeare." 

'  «<  Then  of  Lincoln  College.    Now  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  one  of  the  Judges  in  In£a." 


To 
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To  the  fame, 
^'  Dear  Sir, 

**  Y  O  U  will  receive  this  by  Mr.  Baretti,  a  gentleman  particularly 
intitled  to  the  notice  and  kindnefs  of  the  profeflbr  of  poefy.  He  has  time 
but  for  a  ihort  ftay^  and  will  be  glad  to  have  it  filled  up  with  as  much  as  he 
can  hear  and  fee. 

**  In  recommending  another  to  your  favour,  I  ought  not  to  omit  thanks 
for  the  kindnefs  which  you  have  fhewn  to  myfelf.  Have  you  any  more  notes 
on  Shakfpeare  ?     I  fhall  be  glad  of  them, 

^  I  fee  your  pupil  *  fbmetimes ;  his  mind  is  as  exalted  as  his  flature.  I  am 
half  afraid  of  him ;  but  he  is  no  lefs  amiable  than  formidable.  He  will,  if 
the  forwardnefs  of  his  fpring  be  not  blafled,  be  a  credit  to  you,  and  to  the 
Univerfity.  He  brings  fome  of  my  plays  *  with  him,  which  he  has  my 
permiifion  to  fhew  you,  on  condition  you  will  hide  them  from  every  body 

dfe. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

*'  [LondoeJ  Jane  i,  1758,  Sam.  JohnsOn/' 

1759.  In  1759*  10  the  month  of  January,  his  mother  died,  at  the  great  age  of 
jiinety,  an  event  which  deeply  afFefted  him,  not  that  "  his  mbd  had  acquired 
no  firmnefs  by  the  contemplation  of  mortality  %"  but  that  his  reverential 
affeftion  for  her  was  not  abated  by  years,  ^  indeed  he  retained  all  his  tender 
ieelings  even  to  the  latefl  period  of  his  life.  I  have  been  told  that  he  regretted 
mpch  his  not  haying  gone  to  vifit  his  mother  for  fcveral  years  previous  to  her 
death.  But  he  was  conflandy  engaged  in  literary  labours,  which  confined 
him  to  London  5  and  though  he  had  not  the  comfort  of  feeing  his  aged  parent^ 
he  contributed  liberally  to  her  fijpport. 

Soon  after  this  event,  he  wrote  his  "  Rasselas,  Prince  op  Abyssinia  i*'* 
concerning  the  publication  of  which  Sir  John  Hawkins  guefTes  vaguely  and  idly, 
inflead  of  having  taken  the  trouble  to  inform  himfelf  with  authenrick  pre- 
cifion.  Not  to  trouble  my  readers  with  a  repetition  of  the  Knight's  reveries, 
J  have  to  mention,- that  the  late  Mr.  Strahan  the  printer  told  me,  that  Johnfo;i 

•  *'  Mr.  Langton.'* 

^  «<  Part  of  the  impreffion  of  the  Shakfpeare,  which  Dr.  Johnfon  conduced  alone,  and  pub« 
liftied  by  fubfcription.    This  edition  came  out  in  1 765."^ 
»  Hawkins's  Life  of  Johnfon,  p.  ^6^  JZS^^J^ty^ 

wrote 
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wrote  it,  that  with  the  profits  he  might  defray  the  expence  of  his  mother's      J759- 
iuneral,  and  pay  fome  little  debts  which  ihe  had  left.     He  told  Sir  Jolhua  ^^fT^ 
Reynolds  that  he  compofcd  it  in  the  evenings  of  one  week,  fent  it  to  the  prefs 
in  portions  as  it  w^as  written,  and  had  never  fiiice  read  it  over.    Mr.  Strahan, 
Mr.  Johnfton,  and  Mr.  Dodfley  purchafed  it  for  a  hundred  pounds,  but  after- 
wards paid  him  twenty-five  pounds  more  when  it  came  to  a  fecond  edition. 

Confidering  the  large  fums  which  have, been  received  for  compilations,  and     - 
works  requiring  not  much  more  genius  than- compilations,- we  cannot  but 
wonder  at  the  very  low  price  which  life  )vas  content  to  receive  for  this  admirable 
performance,  which,  though  he  had  .written  nothing  clfe,  would -have  rendered 
his  name  immortal  in  the  world  of  literature.     None  of  his  writings-  has  been  / 

fo  extenfively  diffufed  over  Europe  j  ]for  it  has  been  tranflated  into  mofl,  if 
not  all,  of  the  modem  languages.  This  Tale,  with  all  the  charms  of  oriental 
imagery,  and  all  the  force  and  beauty  of  which  the  Englilh  language  is 
capable,  leads  us  through  the  moft  important  fcenes  of  human  life,  and  ihews 
us  that  this  ftage  of  our  being  is  full  of  "  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit.*' 
To  thofe  who  look  no  fitrther  than  the  prefent  life,  or  who  maintain  that 

human  nature  has  not  fallen  from  the  ftate  in  which  it  was  created,   the  ' 

inflrudtion  of  this  fublime  ftory  will  be  of  no  .  avail.  But  they  who  think 
jufUy,  and  feel  with  ftrong  fenfibility,  will  liflen  with  eagemefs  and  adrniration 
to  its  truth  and  wifdom.  Voltaire's  Candide,  written  to  refute  the  lyflem  of 
Optimifm,  which  it  has  accomplifhed  with  brilliant  fuccefs,  is  wonderfully 
iimilar  in  its  plan  and  conduct  to  Johnfbn's  Rasselas  i  infomuch,  that  I  have 
heard  Johnfbn  fay,  that  if  they  had  not  been  publilhed  fo  clofely  one  after  the 

other  that  there  was  notjimp  for  imitation,  it  would  have  been  in  vain  to  deny  ,  'fiin^  n  t  ^>^tc  Ut  f  h  i  fll-P^ 
that  the  fcheme  of  that  which  came  lateft  was  taken  from  the  other.  Though 
the  propofition  iUuflrated  by  both  thefe  works  was  the  fame,  namely,  that  in 
our  prefent  ftate  there  is  more  evil  than  good,  the  intention  of  the  writers  was 
very  different.  Voltaire,  I  am  afraid,  meant  only  by  wanton  profenenefs  to 
obtain  a  fportive  viAory  over  religion,  and  to  difcredit  die  belief  of  a  fuper- 
intending  Providence :  Johnfon  meant,  by  fhewing  the  unfatisfaftory  nature 
of  things  temporal,  to  direft  the  hopes  of  man  to  things  eternal  Raflelas, 
as  was  obferved  to  me  by  a  very  accomplifhed  lady,  may  be  conlidered  as  a 
more  enlarged  and  more  deeply  philofophical  difcourfe  in  profe,  upon  the 
interefting  truth,  which  in  his  *^  Vanity  of  human  Wiflies"  he  had  fo  fuccefT- 
fiilly  enforced  in  verfe. 

The  fimd  of  thinking  which  this  work  contains  is  fuch,  that  almoft  every 
fentence  of  it  may  furnilb  a  fubjed  of  long  meditation.    I  am  not  fatisfied  if  a 

B  b  year 
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»7S9*      year  paffcs  without  my  havipg  read  it  through;  and  at  every  perufal,  my 
^tat.  50.   admiration  of  the  mind  which  produced  it  is  fo  highly  raifed,  that  I  can  fcarccly 
believe  that  I  had  the  honour  of  enjoying  the  intimacy  of  fuch  a  man. 

I  reftrain  myfclf  from  quoting  paflages  from  this  excellent  work,  or  even 
referring  to  thepi,  becaufe  I  fhould  not  know  what  to  feleft,  or,  rather,  what 
to  omit.  I  fhall,  however,  tranfcribe  one,  as  it  Ihews  how  well  he  could  (late 
the  arguments  of  thofe  who  believe  in  the  appearance  of  departed  ipirits,  a 
dodrine  which  it  is  a  miftake  to  fuppofe  that  he  himfelf  ever  pofitively  held. 

"  If  all  your  fear  be  of  apparitions,  (faid  the  Prince,)  I  will  promife  you 
fafety :  there  is  no  danger  from  the  dead ;.  he  that  is  once  buried  will  be  feen 
no  more. 

"  That  the  dead  are  feen  no  more  (faid  Imlac,)  I  will  not  undertake  to 
maintain  againft  the  concurrent  and  unvaried  teftimony  of  all  ages,  and  of'  all 
nations.  There  is  no  people,  rude  or  learned,  among  whom  apparitions  of 
the  dead  are  not  related  and  believed.  This  opinion,  which  prevails  as  far  as 
human  nature  is  diffufed,  could  become  univerfal  only  by  its  truth ;  thofe  that 
-  never  heard  of  one  another,  would  not  have  agreed  in  a  tale  which  nothing 
but  experience  can  make  credible.  That  it  is  doubted  by  fingle  cavillers,  can 
very  litdc  weaken  the  general  evidence  j  and  fome  who  deny  it  with  their 
tongues,  confefs  it  by  their  fears." 

Notwithftanding  the  high  admiration  of  Raflelas,  I  will  not  maintain  that 
the  "  morbid  melancholy "  in  Johnfon's  conftiturion  may  not,  perhaps,  have 
made  life  appear  to  him  more  inlipid  and  unhappy  than  it  generally  is ;  for  I 
am  fure  that  he  had  lefs  enjoyment  from  it  than  I  have.  Yet,  whatever 
additional  lhade*his  own  particular  fenfations  may  have  thrown  on  his  repre- 
sentation of  lifej  attentive  obfervation  and  clofe  inquiry  have  convinced  mc, 
that  there  is  too  much  of  reality  in  the  gloomy  pifture.  The  truth,  however, 
is,  that  we  judge  of  the  happinefs  and  mifery  of  life  difFerendy  at  different 
times,  according  to  the  ftate  of  our  changeable  frame.  I  always  remember 
a  remark  made  to  me  by  a  Turkifli  lady,  educated  in  France,  "  Mafot\ 
Monfieur,  noire  bordjeur  depend  du  fa^on  que  notre  Jang  circuk'^  This  have  1 
learnt  from  a  pretty  hard  courfe  of  experience,  and  would,  from  fincere 
benevolence,  imprefs  upon  all  who  honour  this  book  with  a  perufal,  that  until 
a  fteady  conviftion  is  obtained,  that  the  prefent  life  is  an  imperfeft  ftate,  and 
only  a  paflage  to  a  better,  if  we  comply  with  the  divine  fcheme  of  progreC- 
five  improvement ;  and  alfothat  it  is  a  part  of  the  myfterious  plan  of  Provi- 
dence, that  intclleftual  beings  mufl:  "  be  made  perfeiSt  through  fufFering \* 
there  will  be  a  continual  recurrence  of  difappointment  and  uneafinefe.    But 
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if  we  walk  with  hope  in  "  the  mid-day  fun"  of  revelation,  our  temper  and      »759- 
difpofition  will  be  fuch,  that  the  comforts  and  enjoyments  in  our  way  will  be  ^^smTco. 
reliflied,  while  we  patiently  flipport  the  inconveniencies  and  pains.     After 
much  {peculation  and  various  reafonings,  I  acknowledge  myfelf  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  Voltaire's  conclufion,  "  J/fres  tout  c'eji  un  monde  f  affable.'*    But  we 
muft  not  think  too  deeply : 

^'  Where  ignorance  it  blifs,  'tis  folly  to  be  wife^" 

is,  in  many  refpefts,  more  than  poetically  juft.  Let  us  cultivate,  under  the 
command  of  good  principles,  "  La  theorie  des  fenfations  agreables  i*  and,  as 
Mr.  Burke  once  admirably  counfelled  a  grave  and  anxious  gendeman,  "  live 
pleafant." 

The  effcdt  of  Raffelas,  and  of  Johnfon's  other  moral  tales,  is  thus  beauti- 
fully illuftrated  by  Mr.  Courtenay : 

*^  Impreffive  truth,  in  fplendid  fiftion  dreft, 

**  Checks  the  vain  wifh,  and  calms  the  troubled  breaft ; 

*^  O'er  the  dark  mind  a  light  celeftial  throws, 

^'  Ahd  fooths  the  angry  pafllons  to  repofe ; 

*'  As  oil  cfRis'd  illumes  and  fmooths  the  deep, 

**  When  round  the  bark  the  iwelling  flirges  fweep  *•" 


It  win  be  recoUefted,,  that  during  all  this  year  he  carried  on  his  Idleu  ^, 
and,  no  doubt,  was  proceeding,  though  flowly,  in  his  edition  of  Shaklpeare- 

He, 

^  Literary  and  moral  Charadkr  of  Dr.  Johnfon. 

'  This  paper  was  in  fuch  high  eftimation  before  it  was  coUeAed  into  volumes^  that  it  was  feized 
oil  with  aridity  by  various  publiihers  of  newfpapers  and  magazines,  to  enrich  their  publications, 
Johnfon,  to  pot  a  ftop  to  this  unfair  proceeding,  wrote  for  the  Univerfal  Chronicle  the  following 
advertifement^  in  which  there  is^  perhaps,  more  pomp  of  words  than  the  occafion  demanded  : 

**  London,  January  ;,  I7$9*  Advertiiement.  The  proprietors  of  the  paper  entitled  <  The 
Idler/  having  found  that  thqfe  eflkys  are  inferred  in  the  newfpapers  and  magazines  with  fo  little 
regard  to  }u(lice  or  decency,  mat  the  Univerfal  Chronicle,  in  which  they  firft  appear,  is  not  always 
nientioned,  think  it  neceilary  to  declare  to  the  publiihers  of  thofe  collections,  that  however  patiently 
they  have  hitherto  endured  thefe  injuries,  made  yet  more  injurious  by  contempt,  they  have  now 
determined  to  endure  them  no  longer."'  They  have  already  feen  eifays,  for  which  a  very  large  price 
is  paid,  transferred,  widi  the  mod  (hamelefs  rapacity,  into  the  weekly  or  monthly  compila* 
tions,  and  their  right,  at  lead  for  theptefent,  alienated  from  them,  before  they  could  themfelves 
be  faid  to  enjoy  it.  But  they  would  not  willingly  be  thought  to  want  tendernefs,  even  for  men 
by  whom  no  tendernefs  hath  been  Ibewn,    The  paft  is. without  remedy^  and  (hall  be  without 

B  b  z  refentment. 
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He,  However,  from  that  liberality  which  never  failed,  when '  trailed  upon  ta 
aflift  other  labourers  in  literature,  found  time  to  tranflate  for  Mrs.  Lennox's 
Englifh  verfion  of  Brumoy,  "  A  Diflertation  on  the  Greek  Comedy,f "  and 
the  General  Conclufion  of  the  book.f 

I  would  afcribe  to  this  year  the  following  letter  to  a  fon  of  one  of  his  early 
friends  at  Lichfield,  Mr.  Jofeph  Simpfon,  Barrifter  and  authour  of  a  traft 
entitled  "  Rcfleftions  on  the  Study  of  the  Law/* 

7o  Joseph  Simpson,  Efq. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  YOUR  father*s  inexorability  not  only  grieves  but  amazes  me : 
he  is  your  father :  he  was  always  accounted  a  wife  man ;  nor  do  I  remember 
any  thing  to  the  difadvantage  of  his  good  nature  i  but  in  his  refufal  to  aflift 
you  there  is  neither  good-nature,  fatherhood,  nor  wifdom.  It  is  the  praftice 
of  good-nature  to  overlook  faults  which  have  already,  by  the  confequences, 
punilhed  the  delinquent.  It  is  natural  for  a  father  to  think  more  favourably 
than  others  of  his  children  j  and  it  is  always  wife  to  give  afliftance  while 
a  litde  help  will  prevent  the  neceflity  of  greater. 

"  If  you  married  imprudently,  you  mifcarried  at  your  own  hazard,  at  an 
age  when  you  had  a  right  of  choice.  It  would  be  hard  if  the  man  might 
not  choofe  his  own  wife>  who  has  a  right  to  plead  before  the  Judges  of  his 
country. 

"  If  your  imprudence  has  ended  in  difficulties  and  iiiconvenienees,^  you  are 
yourfelf  to  fupport  them  j  and,  with  the  help  of  a  little  better  health,  you 
virould  fupport  them  and  conquer  them.  Surely,  that  want  which  accident 
and  ficknefs  produces,  is  to  be  fuppoited  in  every  region  of  humanity,  though 
there  were  neither  friends  nor  fathers  in  the  world.  You  have  certainly  from 
your  father  the  higheft  claim  of  charity,  though  none  of  right  \  and  therefore 

refentAent.  Bat  thofc  who  hsnre  been  thns  buiy  with  their  fickles  in  the  fields  of  their  neighboars, 
are  henceforward  to  take  notice,  that  the  time  of  imponicy  is  at  an  end*  Whoever  (hall,  without 
our  leave,  lay  the  hand  of  rapine  upon  our  papers,  is  to  expcA  that  we  ihall  vindicate  our  due, 
by  the  means  which  juilice  prefcribes,  and  which  are  warranted  by  the  immemorial  prefcriptions 
of  hcnotirabk  trade»  We  (hall  lay  hold,,  in  oar  turn,  on  their  copies,  degrade  them  from  the 
pomp  of  wide  margin  and  di£Fufe  typography,  contrad  them  into  a  narrow  fpace,  and  fell 
them  at  an  humble  price ;  yet  not  with  a  view  of  growing  rich  by  confifcations,  for  we  think, 
nollnuch  better  of  money  got  by  punifhment  than  by  crimes.  We  (hall,  therefore,  when  our 
lofies  are  repaid,  give  what  profit  "(hall  remain  to  the  MagdaUm  \  for  we  know  not  who  can  be 
^  more  properly  taxed  for  the  fupport  of  penitent  proftitutes,  than  praftitutes  in  wbom  there  yet 
appears  neither  penitence  nor  fhame.'' 

I  would 
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I  would  coun^vyou  to  omit  no  decent  nor  nuanly  degree  of  importunity.  "Yeur  ^^759* 
debts  in  the  whole  are.  not  large,  and  of  the  whole  but  a  fmall  part  is  trouble-  Iffiuu  co! 
Ibme.  Small  debts  are  like  fmall  fhot  j  they  are  rattling  on  every  fide,  and 
can  fcarcely  be  efcaped  without  a  wound:  great  debts  are  like  cannon;  of 
loud  noife,  but  litde  danger.  You  muft,  therefore,  be  enabled  to  difcharge 
petty  debts,  that^  you  may  have  leifure,  with  fccurity,  to  ftruggle  with  the 
reft.  Neither  the  great  nor  litde  debts  difgrace  you.  I  am  lure  you  have  my 
efteem  for  the  courage  with  which  you  contradled  them,  and  the  (pirit  with 
which  you  endure  them^  I  wifli  my  efteem  could  be  of  more  ufe.  I  have 
been  invited,  or  have  invited  myfelf,  to  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom  i  and 
will  not  incommode  my  dear  Lucy  by  coming  to  Lichfield,  while  her  prefent 
lodging  is  of  any  ufe  to  her.  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be  at  leifure,  and  to 
make  vifits.  Whither  I  ihall  fly  is  matter  of  no  importance.  A  man  uncon- 
nefted  is  at  home  every  where  i  unlefs  he  may  be  laid  to  be  at  home  no  where.. 
I  am  forry,  dear  Sir,  that  where  you  have  parents,  a  man  of  ybur  merits- 
Ihould  not  h^ve  an  home.     I  wifh  I  could  give  it  you.     I  am,,  my  dear  Sir,. 

Affeftionately  your's, 

Sam.  Jothnson.*'" 


He  now  refrelhed  himfelf  by  an  excurfion  to  Oxford,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing ftiort  charafteriftical  notice,  in  his  own  words,  is  preferved :  "  ♦  *  *  is 
now  making  tea  for  me. .  I  have  been  in  my  gown  ever  fince  I  came  here. 
It  was-  at  my  firft  coming  quite  new  and  handfome.  I  have  fwum  thrice, 
which  I  had  difufed  for  many  years.^  I  have  propofed  to  Vanfittart  *  climbing 
over  the  wall,  but  he  has  refufed  me.  And  I  have  clapped  my  hands  till  they 
are  fore,  at  Dr.  King's  Ipeech^.*' 

His  negro  fervant,  Francis  Barber,  having  left  him,  and  been  fome  time  at 
fea,  not  prefied  as  has  been  fuppofcd,  but  with  his  own  confent,  it  appears 
from  a  letter  to  John  Wilkes,  Efq.  from  Dr.  Smollet,  that  his  mafter  kindly 
intereftcd  himfelf  in  procuring  his  releafe  from  a  ftate  of  life  of  which  Johnfon 
always  expreflfed  the  utmoft  abhorrence.  He  faid,  "  No  man  will  be  a  failor 
who  has  contrivance  enough  to  get  himfelf  into  a  jail ;  for  being  in  a  fhip  is 
being  in  a  jail,  with  the  chance  of  being  drowned*."  And  at  another  time,. 
*'  A  man  in  a  jail  has  more  room,  better  food,  and  commonly  .better, 
company  ^." 

^  Dfi.  Robert  Vanfittart^  of  the  ancient  and  refpe^iible  family  of  that  name  in  Berkfhire.     H9 
Was  eminent  for  learning  and  worth,  and  mach  efteemed  by  Dr.  Johnfon. 
^  Gentleman's  Magazine,  April  1785. 
•  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  126,  •  Ibid.  p.  251.. 
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The  letter  was  as  follows  ; 

*^  De^R   Sir,  Chclfea,  March  1 6,  1759. 

"  I  AM  again  your  petitioner,  in  behalf  of  that  great  chum*  of  literature 
Samuel  Johnfon.  His  black  fervant,  whole  name  is  Francis  Baiixr,  has  been 
prefled  on  board  the  Stag  Frigate,  Captain  Angel,  and  our  lexicographer  is  ia 
jgreat  diftrefs.  He  fays  the  boy  is  a  fickly  lad,  of  a  delicate  frame,  and  par- 
ticularly fubjed  to  a  malady  in  his  throat,  which  renders  him  very  unfit  for 
his  Majefty^s  fervice.  You  know  what  matter  of  animofity  die  laid  Johnfon 
has  againft  you ;  and  I  dare  lay  yoii  defire  no  other  opportunity  of  refenting 
it  than  that  of  laying  him  under  an  obligation.  He  was  humble  enough  to 
defire  my  alEftance  on  this  occafion,  though  he  and  Iwere  never  cater-cpufinsj 
and  I  gave  him  to  underftand  that  I  would  make  application  to  my  friend 
Mr.  Wilkes,  who,  perhaps,  by  his  intereft  with  Dr.  Hay  and  Mr.  Elliott, 
might  be  able  to  procure  the  difcharge  of  his  lacquey.  It  would  be  fuper- 
fluous  to  fay  more  on  the  fubjeft,  which  I  leave  to  your  awn  confideradon ; 
but  I  cannot  let  flip  this  opportunity  of  declaring  that  I  am,  with  the  molt 
inviolable  eftccm  and  attachment,  dear  Sir,  : 

^*  Your  afFedionate  obliged  humble  fervant, 

«  T.  Smollet." 

Mr.  Wilkes,  who  upon  all  occafions  has  aded,  as  a  private  gendeman,  with 
^moft  polite  liberality,  applied  to  his  friend  Sir  George  Hay,  then  one  of  the 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty  j  and  Francis  Barbei^  was  difcharged,  as 
he  has  told  "me,  without  any  wilh  of  his  own.  He  recoUefts  the  precife  time 
to  be  three  days  before  King  George  H.  died.  He  found  his  old  mafter 
in  chambers  in  the  Inner  Temple,  and  returned  to  his  fervice. 

What  particular  new  fcheme  of  life  Johnfon  had  in  view  this  year,  I  have 
not  difcovered  -,  but  that  he  meditated  one  of  fome  Ibrt,  is  clear  from  his 
private  devotions,  in  which  we  find  *,  "  the  change  of  outward  things  which  I 
am  now  to  make ;"  and,  "  Grant  me  the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  the 
.courfe  which  I  am  now  beginning  may-  proceed  according  to  thy  laws,  and 
end  in  the  enjoyment  of  thy  favour."  But  he  did  not,  in  faft,  make  any 
external  or  vilible  change. 

'  Had  Dr.  SmoUct  been  bred  at  an  Englifli  Univcrfity,  he  would  have  known  that  a  clwm  is  a 


ftudent  who  lives  with  another  in  a  chamber  common  to  them  both..  A  cium  of  literature  is 
^lonfenfe.  ^i^/5  '^^'t^^  <V  ^i^^J^^%t^'^^'^  f^^^**^^*^^  f^-^/'v/^'>5»»t^/r/i/^/'^5#»f^ 
*  PrayenSm Meditations,  p.  3oand^ 


At 
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At  this  time  there  being  a  competition  among  the  architefts  of  London  to  1759. 
be  employed  in  the  building  of  Blackfriars-bridge,  a  queftion  was  very  '^l^  ^ 
warmly  agitated  whether  femicircular  or  elliptical  arches  were  preferable.  In 
the  defign  offered  by  Mr.  Mylne  the  elliptical  form  was  adopted,  and  there- 
fore it  was  the  great  objeft  of  his  rivals  to  attack  it.  Johnfoh's  regard  for 
his  friend  Mr.  Gwyn  induced  him  to  engage  in  this  controverfy  againft  Mr. 
Mylne '  j  and  after  being  at  confiderable  pains  to  ftudy  the  fubjeft,  he  wrote 
three  feveral  letters  in  the  Gazetteer,  in  oppofition  to  his  plan. 

If 

^  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  given  a  long  detail  of  it,  in  that  manner  vulgarly,  but  fignificantly, 
called  rigmarole',  in  which,  amidft  an  oftentatious  exhibition  of  arts  and  artifts,  he  talks  of  *'  pro- 
portions of  a  column  being  taken  from  that  of  the  human  figure,  and  adjufted  hy  AWtfr««— mafcu- 
iine  and  feminine^in  a  man,  fefquio&ave  of  the  head,  and  in  a  woman  fi/qtiinortal \**  nor  has  he 
failed  to  introduce  a  jargon  of  muiical  terms,  which  do  not  feem  much  to  correfpond  with  the 
fubjed,  but  ferve  to  make  up  the  heterogeneous  mafs.^  To  follow  the  Knight  through  all  this» 
would  be  an  ufelefs  fatigue  to  myfelf,  and  not  a  little  difgufting  to  my  readers.  I  (hall,  therefore,- 
only  make  a  few  renurks  upon  hb  ftatement.— He  feems  to  exult  in  having  dcteded  Johnfon  in 
procuring  **  from  a  perfon  eminently  Ikilled  in  mathematicks  and  the  principles  of  architedure, 
•anfwers  to  a  firing  of  queftions  drawn  up  by  himfelf,  touching  the  comparative  flrength  of  femi- 
circular and  elliptical  arches."  .  Now  I  cannot  conceive  how  Johnrfon  could  have  adted  more  wifely. 
Sir  John  complains  that  the  opinion  oi  that  excellent  mathematician,  Mr.  Thcnas  Simpfon,  did 
not  preponderate  in  favour  of  the  femicircular  arch.  But  he  fhould  have  known,  that  however 
eminent  Mr.  Simpfon  was  in  the  higher  parts  of  abftrad  mathematical  fcience,  he  was  little  verfed 
in  mixed  and  prafHcal  mechanicks.  Mr.  MuUer,  of  Woolwich  Academy,  the  fcholaflick  father 
of  all  the  great  engineers  which  this  country  has  employed  for  forty  years,  decided  the  quefUon  by 
declaring  clearly  in  favour  of  the  elliptical  arch. 

It  is  ungracionfly  fuggefled,  that  Johnfon's  motive  for  oppofing  Mr.  Mylne's  fcheme  may 
have  been  his  prejudice  againft  him  as  a  native  of  North-Britain ;  When,  in  truth,  as  has 
been  flated,  he  gave  the  aid  of  his  able  pen •  to  a  friend,  who  was  one  of  the  candidates; 
and  fo  far  was  he  from  having  any  illiberal  antipathy,  to  Mr.  Mylne,  that  he  afterwards  lived 
with  that  gentleman  upon  very  agreeable  terms  of  acquaintance,  and  dined  with  him  at  his 
hoafe.  Sir  John  Hawkins,  indeed,  gives  full  vent  to  his  own  prejudice  in  abufing^BIatkfriars- 
bridge,  calling  it  *'  an  edifice,  in  which  beauty  and  fymmetry  are  in  vain  fought  £air;  b^Tphich 
the  citizens  of  London  have  perpetuated  their  own  difgrace,  and  fubje^led  a  whole  nation  to  the 
leproach  of  foreigners."  Whoever  has  contemplated,  placido  lumine^  this  flately,  elegant,  and  . 
airy  flru^ure,  which  has  fo  fine  an  effed^,  efpecially  on  approaching  the  capital  on  that  quarter, 
muft  wonder  at  fuch  unjuft  and  ill-tempered  cenfure ;.  and  I  appeal  to  all  foreigners  of  good  tafte, 
whether  this  bridge  be  not  one  of  the  mofl  diflinguifhed  ornaments  of  London.  As  to  the  flability 
of  the  fabrick,  it  is  certain  that  the  City  of  London  took  every  precsmtion  to  have  the  beft  Port- 
land ftone  for  it ;  but  as  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  quarries  belonging  to  the  publick,  under  the 
diieftion  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury,  it  fo  happened  that  parliamentary  interef^,  which  is  oFem 
the  bane  of  fair  purfuits,  thwarted  their  endeavours.  Notwith^anding  this  difadvantage,  it  is 
well  known  that  not  only  has  Blackfriars-bridge  never  funk  either  in  its  fbandations  or  in  its 

arches^ 
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1759*  If  it  Ihould  be  remarked  that  this  was  a  controverfy  which  lay  quite  out 

litat^  co!  ^^  Johnfon'5  way,  let  it  be  remembered  that  after  aJJ,  his  employing  his 
powers  of  reafoning  and  eloquence  upon  a  fubjeft  which  he  had  ftudied  on  die 
moment,  is  not  more  ftrange  than  what  we  often  obferve  in  lawyers,  who,  as 
^icquid  agunt  homines  is  the  matter  of  law-fuits,  are  fometimes  obliged  to 
pick  up  a  temporary  knowledge  of  an  art  or  fcience,  of  which  they  under- 
ftood  nothing  till  their  brief  was  delivered,  and  appear  to  be  much  mailers  of 
it.  In  like  manner,  members  of  the  legiflature  frequendy  introduce  and 
expatiate  upon  (ubjefts  of  which  they  have  informed  themfelves  for  the 
occafion. 

1760.  In  1760  he  wrote  "  An  Addrefs  of  the  Painters  to  George  III.  on  his  Ac- 
ceflion  to  the  Throne  of  thefe  Kingdoms, j-**  which  no  monarch  ever  afcended 
with  more  fincere  congratulations  from  his  peoplfe.  Two  generations  of 
foreign  princes  had  prepared  their  minds  to  rejoice  in  having  again  a  King, 
who  gloried  in  being  "  bom  a  Briton."  He  alfo  wrote  for  Mr.  Baretti  the 
Dedication  j-  of  his  Italian  and  Englilh  Diftionary,  to  the  Marquis  of  Abreu, 
then  Ambafladour  Extraordinary  from  Spain  at  the  Court  of  Great-Britain. 

Johnfon  was  now  either  very  idle,  or  very  bufy  with  his  Shakfpeare ;  for  I 
can  find  no  other  publick  compofition  by  him  except  an  account  which  he 
gave  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  of  Mr.  Tyder's  acute  and  able  vindi- 
cation of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots.*  The  generofity  of  Johnfon's  feelings 
ihines  forth  in  the  following  fentence :  "It  has  now  been  fafliionable,  for  near 
half  a  century,  to  defame  and  vilify  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  and  to  exalt  and 
magnify  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  The  Stuarts  have  found  few  apologifts  j  for 
the  dead  cannot  pay  for  praife,  and  who  will,  without  reward,  oppofe  the  tide 
of  popularity  ?  Yet  there  remains  ftill  among  us,  not  wholly  extinguifhed,  a 
zeal  for  truth,  a  defire  of  eftablilhing  right  in  oppofition  to  fafhion," 

In  this  year  I  have  not  difcovered  a  fmgle  private  letter  written  by  him  to 
any  of  his  friends.  It  Ihould  (eem,  however,  that  he  had  at  this  period 
a  floating  intention  of  writing  a  hiftory  of  the  recent  and  wonderful  fuccefles 
of  the  Britilh  arms  in  aU  quarters  of  the  globe ;  for  among  his  refolutions  or 
memorandums,  September  18,  there  is,  "  Send  for  books  for  Hifl.  of  War*." 
How  much  is  it  to  be  regretted  that  this  intention  was  not  fulfilled.  His 
majeflick  exprelTion  would  have  carried  down  to  the  lateft  pofterity  the  glorious 

arches,  which  were  fo  much  the  fubjed  of  conteft*  but  any  injuries  which  it  has  fufiered  from  the 
jeffedb  of  fevere  frofts  have  been  akeady,  in  fome  meafure,  repaired  with  founder  ftone,  and  every 
jieceiTary  renewal  can  be  completed  at  a  moderate  expence. 
^  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  42, 

atchievements 
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achievements  of  his  country,  with  the  fame  fervent  glow  which  they  pro- 
duced on  the  mind  at  the  time.  He  would  have  been  under  no  temptation  to 
deviate  in  any  degree  from  truth,  which  he  held  very  facred,  or  to  take  a  licence 
which  a  learned  divine  told  me  he  once  leemcd,  in  a  converfadon,  jocu- 
larly to  allow  to  hiftorians.  "  There  are  (faid  he)  inexcufable  lies,  and 
coniecrated  lies.  For  inftance,  we  are  told  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  news  of 
the  unfortunate  batde  of  Fontenoy,  every  heart  beat,  and  every  eye  was  in 
tears.  Now  we  know  that  no  man  eat  his  dinner  the  worfe,  but  there  ^mld 
have  been  all  this  concern  \  and  to  fay  there  wasy  (fmiling)  may  be  reckoned  a 
confecrated  lie." 

This  year  Mr.  Murphy  having  thought  himfelf  ill  treated  by  the  Reverend 
Dr.  Francklin,  who  was  one  of  the  writers  of  "  The  Critical  Review,"  pub- 
liihed  an  indignant  vindication  in  ^^  A  Poetical  Epiftle  to  Samuel  Johnfon^ 
A.  M."  in  which  he  compliments  Johnfon  in  a  juft  and  elegant  manner: 

**  Tranfeendant  Genius,  whofe  prolifick  vein 

* 

*'  Ne'er  knew  the  frigid  poet's  toil  and  pain ; 

«*  To  whom  Apollo  opens  all  his  ftorc, 

*^  And  every  Mufe  prcfents  her  facred  lore  j 

^^  Say,  pow'rfiil  Johnson,  whence  thy  verfe  is  fi^ught 

*'  With  fo  much  grace,  fuch  energy  of  thought ; 

^'  Whether  thy  Juvenal  inftrudbs  the  age 

^  In  chaAer  numbers^  and  new-points  his  rage ; 

^^  Or  fair  Irene  fees,  alas !  too  late 

«  Her  innocence  exchanged  for  guilty  ftate  j 

*'  Whatever  you  write,  in  every  golden  line 

*<  Sublimity  and  elegance  combine  \ 

**  Thy  nervous  phrafe  imp/efles  every  foul, 

^^  While  harmony  gives  rapture  to  the  whole." 

Again,  towards  the  conclufion : 

*'  Thou  then,  my  friepd,  who  fec'ft  the  dang'rous  ftrife 

"  In  which  fome  daemon  bids  me  plunge  my  life, 

«  To  the  Aonian  fount  direft  my  feet, 

"  Say  where  the  Nine  thy  lonely  mufings  meet  ? 

"  Where'  warbles  to  thy  ear  the  facred  throng, 

*«  Thy  moral  fenfe,  diy  dignity  of  fong  ? 

*•  Tell,  for  you  can,  by  what  unerring  art 

"  You  wake  to  finer  feelings  every  heart  \ 

C  c  ^Mi% 
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^  In  each  bright  p^  fbme  truth  important  give, 
"  And  bid  to  foturc  times  thy  Rambler  live/' 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  relate  the  manner  b  which  an  acquaintance  firft 
commenced  betw^ecn  Dr.  Johnfon  and  Mr.  Murphy.  During  the  publica- 
tion of  "  The  Gray*s-Inn  Journal,"  a  periodical  paper  which  was  fucceflf- 
fuUy  carried  on  by  Mr.  Murphy  alone,  when  a  veiy  young  man,  he  happened 
to  be  in  the  country  with  Mr.  Foote ;  and  having  mentioned  that  he  was 
obligod  to  go  to  London  in  order  to  get  ready  for  the  prefs  one  of  the  nuniibers 
of  that  Journal,  Foote  faid  to  him,  "  You  need  not  go  -  on  that  account. 
Here  is  a  French  magazine,  in  which  you  will  find  a  very  pretty  oriental  tale  j 
translate  that,  and  fend  it  to  your  printer."  Mr.  Murphy  having  read  the  tale, 
was  highly  pleafed  with  it,  and  followed  Foote's  advice.  When  he  returned 
to  town,  this  talc  was  pointed  out  to  him  in  the  Rambler,'  from  whe/ice  it  had 
been  tranflated  into  the  French  magazine.  Mr.  Murphy  then  waited  upon 
Johnfon,  to  explain  this  cprious  incident.  His  talents,  literature,  ^d  gentleman- 
like manners,  were  foon  perceived  by  Johnfon,  and  a  friendfliip  was  formed 
which  was  never  broken. 

Johnfon,  who  was  ever  awake  to  the  calls  of  humanity,  wrote  this  year  an 
Introduftion  *  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  for  cloathing  the  French 
prifoners.^ 
'/fi'^  In.  1761  Johnlbn  appears  to  have  done  little*     He  was  ftill,  no  doxibt,  pro- 

ceeding in  his  edition  of  Shakfpeare  \  but  what  advances  he  made  in  it  cannot 
be  afcertained.  He  tertainly  was  at  this  time  not  aftive ;  for  in  his  ferupulous 
examination  of  himfelf  on  Eafter  eve,  he  laments,  in  his  too  rigorous  mode 
of  cenfuring  his  own  conduft,  that  his  life,  fmce  the  communion  of  the  pre- 
ceding Eafter,.  had  been  "  difTipated  and  ufeleft^"  He,  however,  contributed 
this  year  the  Preface*  to  "  Rolt's  Diftionary  of  Trade  and  Commerce,"  in 
.  which  he  difplays  fuch  a  clear  and  comprehenfive  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft, 
as  might  lead  the  reader  to  think  that  its  authour  had  devoted  all  his  life  to  it. 
I  alked  him,  whether  he  knew  much  of  Rolt,  and  of  his  work.  "  Sir,  (faid  he) 
I  never  faw  the  man,,  and  never  read  the  book.  The  bookfellers  wanted  a 
Preface  to  a  Dictionary  of  Trade  and  Comm.erce.  I  knew  very  well  what 
fuch  a  Didionary  Ihould  be,  and  I  wrote  a  Preface  accordingly."  Rolt,  who 
wrote  a  great  deal  for  the  bookfellers,  particularly  a  Hiftory  of  the  War,  on 
which,  as  we  have  fcen,  Johnfon  himfelf  once  had  thoughts  of  employing  his 
pen,  was,  as  Johnfon  told  me,  a  fingukr  chara6ter.  Though, not  in  the  leaft 
acquainted  with  him,,  he  ufed  to  fay,.  "  I  am  juft  come  from  Sam.  Johnfon.'^ 
This  was  a^fficient  fpecimen  of  his  vanity  and  impudence.  But  he  gave  a  more 

'  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  44. 

eminent 


THE   XIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  195 

eminent  proof  of  it  in  our  fifter  kingdom,  as  Dr.  Johnfon  informed  me.  When 
Akenfide's  «  Pteafures  of  he  Imagination"  firft  came  out,  he  did  not  put 
his  name  to  the  poem.  Rolt  went  over  to  Dublin,  publifhed  an  edition  of  it, 
and  put  his  own  name  to  it.  Upon  the  fame  of  this  he  Ihred  for  feveral 
months,  being  entertained  at  the  bcft  ubks  as  "  the  ingenious  Mn  Rolt."  His 
converfation,  indeed^  did  not  difcover  much  of  the  fire  of  a  poet ;  but  it  was 
recolicdted,  that  both  Addifon  and  Thomfon  were  equally  dull  till  excited  by 
wine.  Akenfide  having  been  informed  of  this  impofition,  vindicated  h^is  right 
by  publilhing  the  poem  with  its  real  authour's  name.  Several  inftances  of 
fuch  literary  fraud  have  been  deteded.  The  Reverend  Dr.  Campbell,  of  St. 
Andrew's,  wrote  a  book  on  the  authenticity  of  the  Goipel  Hiftory,  the  manu* 
fcript  of  which  he  fcnt  to  Mr.  Innys,  a  clergyman  in  England,  who  was  his 
countryman  and  acquaintance.  Innys  publiflied  it  with  his  own  name  to  it  -,  and 
before  the  impofition  was  difcovered,  obtained  cpnfiderable  promotion,  as  a 
reward  of  his  merit.  The  celebrated  Dr.  Hugh  Blair,  and  his  coufin 
Mr.  George  Ballantine,  when  ftudents  in  divinity,  wrote  a  poem,  entitled 
«*  Redemption/'  copies  of  which  were  .handed  about  in  manufcript.  They 
were,  at  length,  very  much  furprized  to  fee  a  pompous  edition  of  it  in  folio> 
dedicated  to  the  Queen,  by  a  Dr.  Douglas,  as  his  own.  Some  years  ago  a 
little  novel,  entitled  «^  The  Man  of  Feeling,"  was  aflumed  by  Mn  Eccles,  a 
young  Irilh  clergyman,  who  was  afterwards  drowned  near  Bath>  He  had  been 
at  the  pains  to  tranfcribe  the  whole  book,  with  blottings,  interlineations, 
and  correftions,  that  it  might  be  Ihewn  to  feveral  people  as  an  original. 
It  was,  in  truth,  the  produdtion  of  Mr.  Henry  Mackenzie,  an  attorney  in  the 
Exchequer  at  Edinburgh,  who  is  the  authour  of  feveral  odier  ingenious  pieces  j 
but  the  belief  with  regard  to  Mr.  Eccles  became  fo  general,  that  it  was  thought 
neceflary  for  Mcflieurs  Strahan  and  Cadell  to  publifh  an  advertifement  in  the 
newfpapers,  contradifting  the  report,  and  mentioning  that  they  purchafed 
the  copy  right  of  Mr.  Mackenzie.  I  can  conceive  this  kind  of  fraud  to  b^ 
very  eafily  praftifcd  with  fuccefsful  effrontery.  Tht  Jiliation  of  a  literary  per- 
formance is  difficult  of  proof;  feldom  is  there  any  witncfs  prefent  at  its  birth. 
A  man,  either  in  confidence  or  by  improper  means,  obtains  poffeflion  of  a  copy 
of  it  in  manufcript,  and  boldly  publiflies  it  as  his  own.  The  true  authour,  in 
many  cafes,  may  not  be  able  to  make  his  tide  clear.  Johnfon,  indeed,  from 
the  peculiar  features  of  his  literary  offspring,  might  bid  defiance  to  any  attempt 
to  appropriate  them  to  others ; 

'*  But  Shakfpeare*s  magick  could  not  copied  be, 
"  Within  that  circle  none  durft  walk  but  Jie**' 

C  c  a  He 
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He  tills  year  lent  his*  friendly  afliftancc  to  correft  and  improve  a  pamphlet 
written  by  Mr.  Gwyn,  the  architcdty  entitled  «  Thoughts  on  the  Coronation  of 
George  IIL" 

Johnfon  had  now  for  fome  years  admitted  Mr.  Barctti  to  his  intimacy  j  nor 
did  their  friendship  ceafe  upon  their  being  (eparated  by  Baretti's  revifiting  his 
native  country,  as  appears  from  Johnlbn's  letters  to  him.. 

^  Ta  Jfcfr.  Joseph.  Earjetti,   at  Milam- 

"you  reproach  me  very  often  with  parfimony  of  writing;  but  you ^ 
may  difcover  by  the  extent  of  my  paper,  that  I  defign  to  recompence  rarity  by 
length..  A  Ihort  letter  to  a  diftant  friend  is,,  in  my  opinion,  an  infult  like  that. 
of  a  flight  bow  or  curfory  falutation  j— a  proof  of  unwillingnefs  to  do  much^, 
even  where  there  is  a  necefllty  of  doing  fomething.  Yet  it  muft  be  rememr- 
bered,  that  he  who.  continues  the  lame  courfe  of  life  in  the  lame  place,  will 
have  litde  to  tell.  One  week  and  one  year  are  very  like  another.  The  fdent 
changes  made  by  time  are  not  always  perceived ;.  and  if  they  are  not  perceived, 
cannot  be  recounted.  I  have  rifen  and  laid  down,  talked  and  mufed,  while 
you  have  roved  over  a.  confiderable  part  of  Europe :  yet  I.have  not. envied  my 
Barctd  any  of  his  pleafiires,  though,  perhaps,  I  have  envied  others  his  com^ 
pany ;  andi  I  am  glad  to  have  other  nations  made  acquainted  with  the  charac-r 
ter  of  the  Englilh,  by  a  traveller  who  has  fo.  nicely  inlpefted.  our  manners, 
and  fo  luccefsfiilly  ftudied  our  literature.  I  received  your  kind  letter  from 
Falmouth,  in  which  you  gave  me  notice  of  your  departure  for  I^ifbon;  and 
another  from  Lifbon,  in  which  you  told  me,  that  you.  were  to  leave  Portugal 
in  a  few  days.-  To  either  of  thefe  how  could  any  anfwer  be  returned  ?  I  have 
had  a  third  from  Turin,  complaining  that  I  have  not  anfwered  the  former. 
Your  Englifti  ftyle  ftill  continues  in  its  purity  and  vigour.  With  vigour  your 
genius  will  fupply  it  i  but  its  purity  mufl:  be  continued  by  clofe  attention..  To 
ufe  two  languages  familiarly,  and  without,  contaminating  one  by  the  other,  is 
very  difficult  j  and  to  ufe  more  than  two,  is  hardly  to  be  hoped.  The  praifes 
which  fome  have  received  for  their  multiplicity  of  languages,  may  be  lufr 
ficient  to  excite  induftry,.  but  can  hardly  generate  confidence- 

"  I  know  not  whether  I  can  heartily  rejoice  at  the  kind  reception  which  you 
have  found,  or  at  the  popularity  to  which  you  are  exalted.  I  am  willing  that 
your  merit  ihould  be  diltinguiflied  i  but  cajinot  wifli  that  your  afie£bions  raaj^ 
be  gained.  I  would  have  you  happy  wherever  you  are :  yet  I  would  have  you 
wifli  to  return  to  England.  If  ever  you  vifit  us  again,,  you. will  find^die  kind- 
nefs  of  your  friends  undiminilhed.     To  tell  you  how  many  enquiries  are  made 

after 
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after  you>  would  be  tedious,  or  if  not  tedious,  would  be  vain;  becauie  you  17^1* 
'  may  be  told  in  a  very  few  words>  that  all  who  knew  you  wifh  you  well ;  and  ]^[J[JfT^ 
all  that  you  embraced  at  your  departure,  wiU  carefe  you^  your  return :  there- 
fore do  not  let  Italic  academicians  nor  Italian  ladies  drive  us  from  your 
thoughts.  You  may  find  among  us  what  you  will  leave  behind,  foftfmiles  and 
eafy  fonnets.  Yet  I  fhall  not  wonder  if  all  our  invitations  fhould  be  rejefled : 
for  there  is  a  pleafure  in  being  confiderable  at  home,  jf^rhich  is  not  eafily  refifted. 

"  By  conducing  Mr.  Southwell  to  Venice,  you  fulfilled,  I  know,  the 
original  contract :  yet  I  would  wifh  you  not  wholly  to  lofe  him  from  your 
nodce,  but  to  recommend  him  to  fuch  acquaintance  as  may  beft  fecure  him, 
from  fuffering  by  his  own  foUies,  and  to  take  fuch  general  care  both  of  his 
lafety  and  his  intereft  as  may  come  within  your  power.  His  relations  wiH 
thank  you  for  any  fuch  gratuitous  attendon :  at  leaft  they  will  not  blame  you; 
for  any  evil  that  may  happen,  whether  they  thank  you  or  not  for  any  good. 

*«  You  know  that  we  have  a  new  King  and  a  new  Parliament.  Of  the 
new  Parliament  Fitzhcrbert  is  a  member.  We  were  fo  weary  of  our  old 
King,  that  we  are  much  pleafed  with  his  fucceflbr ;  of  whom  we  are  fo  much 
inclined  to  hope  great  things,  that  moil  of  us  begin  already  to  believe  them.' 
The  young  man  is  hitherto  blamelefs  -,  but  it  would  be  unreafonable  to  expeft 
much  from  the  immaturity  of  juvenile  years,  and  the  ignorance  of  princely 
educadon.  He  has  been  long  in  the  hands  of  the  Scots,  and  ha3  already  ^ 
£ivoured  them  more  than  the  Engliih  will  contentedly  endure.  But,  perhaps, 
he  fcarcely  knows,  whom  he  has  diftinguifhed,.  or  whom  he  has  diigufted. 

*^  The  Artifts  have  inftituted  a  yearly  exhibition  of  piftures  and  ftatues,  in 
imitadon,  as  I  am  told,  of  foreign  Academies.  This  year  was  the  fecond 
exhibition.  They  pleafe  themfelves  much  with  the  multitude  of  fpedators^, 
and  imagine  that  the  Engliih  fchool  will  rife  in  reputation.  Reynolds  is  with- 
out a  rival,  and  continues  to  add  thouiands  to  thoufands,  which  he  deferves^ 
among  other  excellencies,  by  retaining  his  kindneis  for  BarettL  This  exhii- 
bition  has  filled  the  heads  of  the  Artifts  and  lovers  of  art.  Surely  life,  if  it 
be  not  long,  is  tedious,  fince  we  are  forced  to  call  in  the  afliftance  of  fo  many 
trifles  to  rid  us  of  our  time,  of  that  time  which  never  can  return. 

•*  I  know  my  Baretti.  will  not  be  fatisfied  with  a  letter  in  which  \  give  him 
no  account  of  myfelf :  yet  what  account  ihall.  I  give  him  I  I  have  not,  fince 
the  day  of  our  feparation,  fuffcred  or  done  any  thing  confiderable.  The  only 
change  in  my  way  of  life  is,  that  I  have  frequented  the  theatre  more  than  in 
former  feafons.  But  I  have  gone  thither  only  to  efcape  from  myfelf.  We 
have  had  many  new  farces,  and  the  comedy  called  *  The  Jealous  Wife,*  which, 
though  not  written  with  much  genius,  was  yet  fo  well  adapted  to  the  ftage, 

and: 
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and  fo  well  exhibited  by  the  aftars,  that  it  was  crowded  for  near  twenty  nlghti# 
I  ann  digrcfling  from  nrtyfelf  to  the  playhoufe ;  but  a  barren  plan  muft  be  filled 
with  epifodes.  Of  myfelf  I  have  nothing  to  fay,  but  that  I  hare  hitherto 
lived  without  the  concurrence  of  my  own  judgement ;  yet  I  continue  to  flatter 
nnyfelf,  that,  when  you  return,  you  will  find  mc  mended.  I  do  not  wonder 
that,  where  the  monaltick  life  is  permitted,  every  order  finds  votaries,  and 
every  monaftery  inhabitants.  Men  will  fubmit  to  any  rule,  by  which  they 
may  be  exempted  from  the  tyranny  of  caprice  and  of  chance.  They  arc  glad 
to  fupply  by  external  authority  their  own  want  of  conftancy  and  reiblution, 
and  court  the  government  of  others,  when  long  experience  has  convinced 
them  of  their  own  inability  to  govern  themfelves.  If  I  were  to  vifit  Italy» 
my  curiofity  would  be  more  attrafted  by  convents  than  by  palaces  j  though  I 
am  afraid  that  I  fiiould  find  expecStation  in  both  places  equally  dilfappoimed, 
and  life  in  both  places  fupported  with  impatience  and  quitted  with  rehiftance. 
That  it  muft  be  fo  foon  quitted,  is  a  powerfiil  remedy  againft  impatience ; 
but  what  fliall  free  us  from  reludlance  ?  Thofe  who  have  endeavoured  to 
teach  us  to  die  well,  have  taught  few  to  die  willingly ;  yet  I  cannot  but  hope 
that  a  good  life  might  end  at  laft  in  a  contented  death. 

"  You  fee  to  what  a  train  of  thought  I  am  drawn  by  the  mention  of  my- 
felf. Let  me  now  turn  my  attention  upon  youv  I  hope  you  take  care  Co  keep 
an  exaft  journal,  and  to  regifter  all  occurrences  and  obfervations ;  for  your 
friends  here  expeft  fuch  a  book  of  travels  as  has  not  been  often  feen.  You 
Jiave  given  us  good  Ipeciihens  in  your  letters  from  Lifbon.  I  wifh  you  had 
llaid  longer  in  Spain,  for  no  country  is  lefs  known  to  the  reft  of  Europe  i  but 
the  quickncfe  of  your  difcernment  muft  make  amends  for  the  celerity  of  your 
motions-  He  that  knows  which  way  to  direft  his  view,  fees  much  in  a  little  tkne. 

"  Write  to  me  very  often,  and  I  will  not  negleft  to  write  to  you  j  and  I 
may,  perhaps,  in  time  get  fomething  to  write  :  at  leaft,  you  will  know  by  my 
letters,  whatever  elfc  they  may  have  or  want,  that  I  continue  to  be 

**  Your  moft  affeftionate  friend> 

••  London,  June  lo,  1761.  Sam,  Johnson." 

An  inquiry  into  the  ftace  of  foreign  countries  was  an  objeft  that  fccms  at  all 
times  to  have  incereftcd  Johnfon.  Hence  Mr.  Newbery  found  no  great  diffi- 
culty in  perfua&ing  him  to  write  the  Introdudtion  *  to  a  coUedHon  of  voyages 
and  travels  publifhed  by  him  under  the  title  of  ^  The  World  Displayed.'*  The 
firft  volume  appeared  in  1759,  ^^^  ^  remaining  volumes  In  fubfequcnt  years. 
a 7 62.  In  1762  he  wrote  for  the  Reverend  Dr.  Kennedy,  Redor  of  Bradley  in 

D^rbyfhire,  in  a  ftrain  of  very  courtly  elegance,  a  Dedication  to  the  King* 

4.  of 
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of  that  gentleman's  work,  entitled  "  A  complete  Sjrftcm  of  aftronomical     1762. 
Chronology,  unfolding  the  Scriptures."  He  had  certainly  looked  at  this  work  ^[JfTT^ 
before  it  was  printed  -,   for  the  concluding  paragraph  is  undoubtedly  of  his 
compofition,  of  which  let  my  readers  judge  : 

*^  Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  free  Religion  and  Hiftory  from  the  darknefs 
of  a  difputed  and  uncertain  chronology ;  fix)m  difficulties  which  have  hitherto 
appeared  infuperable,  and  darknefe  which  no  luminary  of  learning  has  hitherto 
been  able  to  diflipate.  I  have  eftablilhed  the  truth  of  the  Mofaical  account, 
by  evidence  which  no  tranfcription  can  corrupt,  no  negligence  can  lofe>  and 
no  intereft  can  pervert.  I  have  (hewn  that  the  univerfc  bears  witnefs  to  the 
inipiration  of  its  hiftorian>  by  the  revolution  of  its  orbs  and  the  fucccflion  of 
its  ieafons ;  tbst  thenars  in  their  courjes  fight  againji  incredulity,  that  the  works  ^ 

of  God  give  hourly  confirmation  to  the  laoOy  the  prophets^  and  the  goj^ely  of 
which  one  day  tlelleth  another y  and  one  night  certifieth  another ; '  and  that  the  validity 
of  the  facred  writings  never  can  be  denied,  while  the  moon  fhall  increafe  and 
wane,  and  the  fun  fhall  know  his  going  down." 

The  following  letter,  which,  on  account  of  its  intrinfick  merit,  it  would 
have  been  unjuft  both  to  Johnfon  and  the  publick  to  have  with-held,  was. 
obtained  for  me  by  the  folicitation  of  my  friend  Mr.  Seward : 

r 

?*(?  Dr.  Staunton^  (^»^w  *$"/>  George  Staunton,  Bart.) 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  make  hafle  to  anfwer  your  kind  letter,  in  hope  of  hearing  again^ 
from  you  before  you  leave  us.  I  cannot  but  regret  that  a  man  of  your  quali- 
fications fhould  find  it  necelTary  to  feek  an  eftablifhment  in  Gaudaloupe,  which. 
if  a  peace  fhould  reflore  to  the  French,  I  fhall  think  it  fome  alleviation  of  the 
lofs,  that  it  muft  reflore  likewife  Dr.  Staunton  to  the  Englifh. 

"  It  is  a  melancholy  confideration,  that  fo  much  of  our  time  is  neceflarily 
to  be  fpent  upon  the  care  of  living,  and  that  we  can  feidom  obtain  eafe  in  one 
refpeft  but  by  refigning  it  in  another  j  yet  I  fuppofe  we  are  by  this  difpenfation. 
not  lefs  happy  in  the  whole,  than  if  the  fpontaneous  bounty  of  Nature  poured 
all  that  we  want  into  our  hands.  A  few,  if  they  were  thus  left  to  themfelves, 
would,  perhaps,  fpend  their  time  in  laudable  puifuits  j  but  the  greater  part 
would  prey  upon  the  quiet  of  each,  other,  or,  in  the  want  of  other  objefts, 
would  prey  upon  themfelves. 

**  This,  however,  is  our  conditioh,  which  we  mufl  improve  and  fblace  as 
we  can  :  and  though  we  cannot  choofc  always  our  place  of  refidence,  we  may 

in 
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1762-     in  every  place  find  rational  amufements,  and  pofleis  in  every  place  the  comfetts 
^J^JfTT^  of  piety  and  a  pure  confcience, 

•*  In  America  there,  is  little  to  be  obferved  except  natural  curiofities.  The 
new  world  muft  have  many  vegetables  and  aninvds  with  which  philofbphers 
Are  but  little  acquainted.  I  hope  you  will  fiimifli  yourfelf  with  fome  books 
x)f  natural  hiftory,  and  fome  glafles  and  other  inftruments  of  obfervation, 
Truft  as  litde  as  you  can  to  report  -,  examine  all  you  can  by  your  own  ienies« 
I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  be  able  to  add  much  to  knowledge^  and|  perhaps^ 
to  medicine.  Wild  nations  truft  to  fimples  i  and,  perhaps,  the  Peruvian  bark 
is  not  the  only  Ipecifick  which  thofe  extenfive  regions  may  afford  us. 

*^  Wherever  you  are,  and  whatever  be  your  fortune,  be  certain,  dear  Sir, 
that  you  cany  with  you  my  kind  wifhes ;  and  that  whether  you  return  hither, 
flr  ftay  in  the  other  hemifpherc,  to  hear  that  you  are  happy  will  give  pleailirc 
to.  Sir, 

^^  Your  moft  affeftionate  humble  fervant, 

'*  June  1, 1762.  Sam.  Johnson." 

A  lady  having  at  this  dme  folicited  him  to  obtain  the  Archbi{hop  of 
Canterbury's  patronage  to  have  her  fon  fent  to  the  Univerfity,  one  of  thofe 
folicitadons  which  are  too  frequent,  where  people,  anxious  for  a  particular 
X)bje6t,  4o  not  cpnfider  propriety,  or  the  opportunity  which  the  perfons  whom 
they  folicit  have  to  aflift  them,  he  wrote  to  her  the  following  anfwer;  with  a 
copy  of  which  I  am  favoured  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Farmerj^  Matter  of 
Emanuel  College,  Cambridge. 

^  Madam, 

"  I  HOPE  you  will  beKeve  that  my  delay  in  aniwering  your  letter 
cavld  proceed  only  from  my  unwillingnefs  to  deftroy  any  hope  that  you  had 
formed.  Hope  is  itfelf  a  Jpecies  of  happinefs,  and,  perhaps,  the  chief  hap- 
pinefs  which  this  world  affords :  but,  like  all  other  pleafures  immoderately 
enjoyed,  the  excefles  of  hope  muft  be  expiated  by  pain ;  and  expeftations 
improperly  indulged,  muft  end  in  difappointment.  If  it  be  afked,  what  is 
the  improper  expeftation  which  it  is  dangerous  to  indulge,  experience  will 
quickly  anfwer,  that  it  is  fuch  expcdation  as  is  didbited  not  by  rcafon,  but  by 
defire  i  expeftation  raifed,  not  by  the  common  occurrences  of  life,  but  by 
the  wants  of  the  expe6tant  j  an  expeftarion  that  requires  the  common  courfe 
of  things  to  be  changed,  and  the  general  rules  of  adtion  to  be  broken, 

^' When 
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*•  When  you  made  your  requeft  to  me,   you  fhoiild  have  confidered,.     '76*. 
Madam,  what  you  were  afking.    You  aflc  me  to  folicit  a  great  man  to  whom  ^snCTt. 
1  never  fpoke,  for  a  young  perfon  whom  I  had  never  fecn,  upon  a  fuppofition 
which  I  had  no  means  of  knowing  to  be  true.     There  is  no  reafon  why^ 
amongft  all  die  greats  I  fliould  chufe  to  fupplicate  the  Archbifhop,  nor  why, 
among  all  the  poffible  objedts  of  his  bounty,  the  Archbifhop  fhould  chufe  ^ 
your  fon.     I  know,  Madam,  how  unwillingly  conviftion  is  admitted,  when 
intereft  oppofes  it;    but  furely,  Madam>  you  muft  allow,  that  there  is  no 
reafon  why  that  ftiould  be  done  by  me,  which  every  other  man  may  do  with 
equal  reafon,  and  which,  indeed,  no  man  can  do  properly,  without  fome  verjr 
particular  relation  both  to  the  Archbifhop  and  to  you.     If  I  could  help  you  in 
this  exigence  by  any  proper  means,  it  would  give  me  pleafure  -,  but  this  pro- 
Jx)fal  is  fo  very  remote  from  all  ufual  methods,  that  I  cannot  comply  with  it 
but  at  the  rifk  of  fuch  anfwer  and  fufpicions  as  I  believe  you  do  not  wifh 
me  to  undergo. 

**  I  have  feen  your  fon  this  morning ;  he  feems  a  pretty  youth,  and  will# 
perhaps,  find  fome  better  friend  than  I  can  procure  him ;  but,  though  he 
fhould  at  lafl  mifs  the  Univerfity,  he  may  fUll  be  wife,  ufeful,  and  happy* 
I  am.  Madam, 

^*  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

**  June 8,  1761.  Sam.  Johmsok.^ 

To  Mr.  Joseph  Baritti,  ai  Milan. 

u  SiR^  London,  Jaly  20*  1762* 

«  HOWEVER  jufUy  you  may  accufe  me  for  want  of  pundlualitjr 
in  correfpondence,  I  am  not,fo  far  lofl  in  negligence  as  to  omit  the  oppor- 
tunity of  writing  to  you,   which  Mr.  Beauclerk's  pafTage  through  Milan 

afibrds  me. 

«  I  fuppbfe  you  received  the  Idlers,  and  I  intend  that  ypu  fhall  foon  receive 
Shakfpeare,  that  you  may  explain  his  works  to  the  ladies  of  Italy,  and  teli 
them  die  flory  of  the  editor,  among  the  odier  flrange  narratives  with  which 
your  long  refidence  in  this  unknown  region  has  fupplied  you. 

"  As  you  have  now  been  long  away,  I  fuppofe  your  curiofity  may  pant  for 
fome  news  of  your  old  friends.     Mifs  Williams  and  I  live  much  as  we  did- 
Mifs  Cotterel  ftill  continues  to  cling  to  Mrs.  Porter,  and  Charlotte  is  now  big., 
of  the  fourth  child.     Mr.  Reynolds  gets  fuc  dioufands  a  year.     Levet  is  lately 
married,  not  without  much  fufpicioii  diat  he  has  been  wretchedly  cheated  in 
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hk  match.  Mr.  Chambers  is  gone  this  day,  for  the  firft  time,  tHc  circuit 
with  the  Judges.  Mr.  Richardfon  is  dead  of  an  apoplexy,  and  his  fecond 
daughter  has  married  a  merchant. 

cc  ^y  vanity,  or  my  kindnefs,  makes  me  flatter  myfclf,  that  you  wouki 
rather  hear  of  me  than  of  thofc  whom  I  liave  mentioned  -,  but  of  myfelf  I 
have  very  little  which  I  care  to  tell.  Laft  winter  I  went  down  to  my  native 
town,  where  I  found  the  ftreets  much  narrower  and  fhorter  than  I  thought  I 
had  left  them,  inhabited  by  a  new  race  of  people,  to  whom  I  was  very  litdc 
known.  My  play-fellows  were  grown  old,  and  forced  me  to  lulpeft  that  I 
was  no  longer  young.  My  only  remaining  friend  has  changed  his  principles,, 
and  was  become  the  tool  of  the  predominant  faftion.  My  daughter-in-law,. 
from  whom  I  expefted  moft,  and  whom  I  met  with  fincere  benevolence,  has 
loft  the  beauty  and  gaiety,  of  youth,  without  having  gained  much  of  the  wifdbm 
of  age.  I  wandered  about  for  five  days,  and  took  the  firft  convenient  oppor- 
tunity of  returning  to  a  place,  where,  if  there  is  not  much  happinefs,  there  fs 
at  leaft  fuch  a  diverfity  of  good  and  evil,  that  flight  vexations  do  not  fix  upon 
the  heart*. 
J*  "I  think  in  a  few  weeks  to  try  another  excurfion ;  though  to  what  end  ? 

Ijj^  Let  me  know,  my  Baretti,  what  has  been  the  refult  of  your  return  to  your 

own  country  :  whether  time  has  made  any  alteration  for  the  better,  and  whether,, 
wheh  the  firft  raptures  of  falutation  were  over,  you  did  not  find  your  thoughts 
Gonfeflcd  their  difappointment. 

"  Moral  fentences  appear  oftentatious  and  tumid,  when  they  have  no  greater 
occafions  than  the  journey  of  a  wit  to  his  own  town:  yet  luch  pleafures  and 
fuch  pains  make  up  the  general  mafs  of  life ;  and  as  nothing  is  litde  to  him. 
tfiat  feels  it  with  great  fenfibility,  a  mind  able  to  fee  common  incidents  in  their 
real  ftate,  is  difpofed  by  very  common  incidents  to  very  feribus  contempla- 
tions. Let  us  truft  that  a  time  will  come,  when  the  prefent  moment  fhall  be 
no  longer  irkfome  j  when  we  fhall  hot  borfow  all  our  happinefs  from  hope, 
which  at  laft  is  to  end  in  difappointment. 

"  I  beg^  that  you  will  fhew  Mr.  Beauclerk  all  the  civilities  which  you  have 
in  your  power  j  for  he  has  always  been  kind  to  me. 

"  I  have  lately  feen  Mr.  Stratico,.  Profeffor  of  Padua,  who  has  told  me  of 
your  quarrel  with  an  Abbot  of  the  Celeftine  order  5  but  had  not  the  particulars 
very  ready  in  his  memory.  When  you  write  to  Mr.  Marfili,  let  him  know 
that  I  remember  him  with  kindneis» 

*  Tliu  u  a  ycty  jail  accooat  of  the  idief  which  Londoa  sSoiit  to  attlaBcholy  minds. 

V     V  «  May 
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<*  May  you,   my  Baretti,  be  very  happy  at  Milan^  or  fomc  other  place      «7^«' 
nearer  to.  Sir,  .  SlT^ 

^*  Your  moft  af&ftionace  humble  fervant, 

^  Sam.  Johnson." 

Tv  the  fame. 
*'  Sir,  Dec.  21,  1762. 

*'  Y  O  U  are  not  to  fuppofe,  with  all  your  conviftion  of  my  idlenefi, 
that  I  have  pafled  all  this  time  without  writing  to  ray  Baretti.  I  gave  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Beauclerk,  who,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  his  own,  was  haftcning 
to  Naples  for  the  recovery  of  his  health ;  but  he  has  ftopped  at  Paris,  and  I 
•know  not  when  he^  will  proceed.     Langton  is  with'  him. 

^'  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  fpeculations  about  peace  and  war.  The  good 
or  ill  fuccefe  of  batdes  and  embaffies  extends  itfelf  to  a  very  fmall  part  of 
domeftick  life :  we  all  have  good  and  evil,  which  we  feel  more  fenfibly  than 
our  petty  part  of  publick;  mifcarriage  or  prolperity.  I  am  forry  for  your 
dilappointment,  with  which  you  feem  more  touched  than  I  Ihould  expeft  a  man 
of  your  refoludon  and  experience  to  have  been,  did  I  not  know  that  general 
truths  are  feldom  applied  to  particular  occafions  >  and  that  the  fallkcy  of  oui* 
felf-love,  extends  itfelf  as  our  intereft  or  affeftions.  Every  man  believes  that 
miftrefles  are  unfaithful,  and  patrons  capricious ;  but  he  excepts  his  own 
miftrefs  and  his  own  patron.  We  have  all  learned  that  greatnefs  is  negligent 
and  contemptuous,  and  that  in  Courts  life  is  often  languifhed  away  in  ungrati- 
fied  expeftation  \  -but  he  that  approaches  greatnefs,  or  glitters  in  a  Court, 
imagines  that  deftiny  has  at  laft  exempted  him  from  the  common  lot. 

"  Do  not  let  fuch  evils  overwhelm  you  as  thoulands  have  fuffered,  and 
thoufands  have  lurmounted  \  but  turn  your  thoughts  with  vigour  to  fome  other 
plan  of  life,  and  keep  always  in  your  mind,  that,  with  due  fubmiffion  to 
Providence,  a  man  of  genius  has  been  feldom  ruined  but  by  himfelf.  Your 
patron's  weaknefs  or  infenfibility  will  finally  do  you  little  hurt,  if  he  is  not 
aflifted  by  your  own  paffions. .  Of  your  love  I  know  not  die  propriety,  Aor 
can  eftimate  the  power ;  but  in  love,  as  in  every  other  paflion,  of  which  hope 
is  the  eflence,  we  ought  always  to  remember  the  uncertainty  of  events.  There 
is,  indeed,  nothing  that  fo  much  fcduces  reafon  from  vigilance,  as  the  thought 
bf  pafling  life  with  an  amiable  woman ;  and  if  all  would  happen  that  a  lover 
fancies,  I  know  not  what  other  terreftrial  happinefs  would  deferve  purfuit. 
But  love  and  marriage  are  different  ftates.     Thofc  who  are  to  fufFer  the  evils 
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together,  and  to  fuficr  often  for  the  fake  of  one  another,  foon  lofe  that  tender* 
nefs  of  look,^  and  that  benevolence  of  mind,  which  arofe  from  the  participation 
of  unmingled  pleafure  and  fucceflive  amufement.  A  woman,  we  are  fure,  will 
not  be  always  fair ;  we  are  not  fure  fhe  will  always  be  virtuous :  and  man 
cannot  retain  through  life  that  refpeft  and  afliduity  by  which  he  pleafes  for  a 
day  or  for  a  month.  I  do  not,  however,  pretend  to  have  difcovered  that  life 
has  any  thing  more  to  be  defired  than  a  prudent  and  virtuous  marriage ;  there- 
fore know  not  what  counfel  to  give  you. 

^*  If  you  can  quit  your  imagination  of  love  and  greatneis,  and  leave  your 
hopes  of  preferment  and  bridal  raptures  to  try  once  more  the  fortune  of 
literature  and  induftry,,  the  way  through  France  is  now  open.  We  flatter 
ourfelves  that  we  fhall  cultivate,  with  great  diligence,  the  arts  of  peace  i  and 
jevery  man  will  be  welcome  among  us  who  can  teach  us  any  thing  we  do  not 
know.  For  your  part,  you  will  find  all  your  old  friends  wiUing  to  receive 
you. 

"  Reynolds  ftill  continues  to  increafe  in  reputation  and  in  riches.  Mifs^ 
Williams,  who  very  much  loves  you,  goes  on  in  the  old  way.  Mifs  Cotterel 
is  ftill  with  Mrs.  Porter.  Mifs  Charlotte  is 'married  to  Dean  Lewis,  and  has 
three  children.  Mr.  Levet  has  married  a  ftrect- walker.  But  the  gazette 
of  my  narration  muft  now  arrive  to  tell  you,  that  Bathurft  went  phyfician  to 
the  army,  and  died  at  the  Havannah. 

"  I  know  not  whether  I  have  not  fent  you  word  that  Huggins  and  Richardfon 
are  both  dead.    When  we  fee  our  enemies  and  friends  gliding  away  before  us„ 
kt  us  not  forget  that  we  are  fubjeft  to  the  general  law  of  mortality,  and  fhall 
foon  be  where  our  doom  will  be  fixed  for  ever. 
•    "  I  pray  Goo  to  blefs  you,  and  am.  Sir, 

^^  Your  moft  afifedionate  humble  fervant, 

*^  Sam.  Johnso^^ 
"  Write  foonj** 

The  acceffion  of  George  the  Third  to  die  throne  of  thefe  kinjgdoms^ 
opened  a  new  and  brighter  profpeft  to  men  of  literary  merit,  who  had  been 
honoured  with  no  mark  of  royal  favour  in  the  preceding  reign.  His  prefenr 
Majefty's  education  in  this  country,  as  well  as  his  tafte  and  beneficence,, 
prompted  him  to  be  the  patron  of  fcience  and  the  aits ;  and  early  this  year 
Johnfon  having  been  reprefented  to  him  as  a  very- learned  and  good  man> 
without  any  certain  provifion^  his  Majeft)'  was  {deajfed  to  grant  him  a  penfion- 
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of  three  hundred  pounds  a  year.     The  Earl  of  Bute  was  then  prime  minilter,      1762.  . 
and  had  the  honour  to  announce  this  inftance  of  his  fbvereign's  bounty,  con-  sjosTTI. 
ceming  which  rtiany  and  various  (lories,   all  equally  erroneous,   have  been 
propagated,  malicioufly  reprefenting  it  as  a  political  bribe  to  Johnfon  to  defert 
his  avowed  principles,  and  become  the  tool  of  a  government  which  he  held  to 
be  founded  in  ufurpatioh.     I  have  taken  care  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  refute 
them  from  the  nnioft  authentick  information.     Lord  Bute  has  told  me,^  that 
Mr.  Wedderburn,  now  Lord  Loughborough,  was  the  perfon  who  firft  men- 
tioned this  fubjeft  to  him.   Lord  Loughborough  has  told  me,  that  the  penfion 
Was  granted  to  Johnfon  folely  as  the  reward  of  his  literary  merit,  without  any 
ftipulation  whatever,    or  even  tacit  underftanding  that  he  fhould  writp  for 
adminiftration.   His  Lordlhip  added,  that  he  was  confident  the  political  trafts.^ 
Vhich  Johnfon  afterwards  did  write,  as  they  were  entirely  confonant  with  his 
own  opinions,  would  have  been  written  by  him>  though  no  penfion  had  been 
granted  to  him. 

Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Murphy,  who  then  lived  a  good  deal  both 
with  him  and  Mr.  Wedderburn,  have  told  me,  that  they  previoufly  talked 
with  Johnfon  upon  this  matter,  and  that  it  was  perfedUy  underftood  by  all 
parties  that  the  penfion  was  merely  honorary.  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds  has  told 
taty  that  Johnfon  called  on  him  after  his  Majefty's  intention  had  been  notified 
to  him,  and  faid  he  wiftied  to  confult  his  friends  as  to  the  propriety  of  his 
Accepting  this  mark  of  the  royal  favour,  after  the  definitions  which  he  had 
given  in  his  Di6lionary  of  penfion  and  penfioners.  He  faid  he  would  not  have 
Sir  Jolhua's  anfwer  till  next  day,  when  he  would  call  again,  and  defired  he 
might  think  of  it.  Sir  Jofhua  anlwercd,  that  he  was  clear  to  give  his  opinion, 
then,  that  there  could  be  no  objedHon  to  his  receiving  from  the  King  a  reward 
for  literary  merit  j  and  that  certainly  the  definitions  in  his  Diftionary  were  not 
applicable  to  him.  Johnfon,  it  ihould  feem,  was  ^dsfied,  for  he  did  not  call 
igain  till  he  had  accepted  the  penfion,  and  had  waited  on  Lord  Bute  to  thank 
him.  He  then  told  Sir  Jolhua  that  Lord  Bute  faid  to  him  exprefsly,  "  It  is 
not  given  you  for  any  thing  you  are  to  do,  but  for  what  you  have  done."  His 
Lordlhip,  he  faid,  behaved  in  the  handfomeft  manner.  He  repeated  the 
words  twice,  that  he  might  be  (ure  that  Johnfon  heard  them,  and  thus  fet  his 
mind  perfeaiy  at  eafe.  This  nobleman,  who  has  been  fo  virulendy  abufed, 
a6ted  with  great  honour  in  this  inftance,  and  difplayed  a  mind  truly  liberaL 
A  minifter  of  a  more  narrow  and  felfifh  difpofition  would  have  availed  him- 
felf  of  fuch  an  opportunity  to  fix  an  implied  obligation  on  a  man  of  Johnibn'a 
|k>weriul  tdents  to  ^vc  him  his  fupport,. 
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Mr.  Murphy  and  the  late  Mr.  Sheridan  feverally  contended  for  the  difUnftioa 
of  having  been  the  firft  who  mentioned  to  Mr.  Wedderburn  that  Johnfon  ought 
to  have  a  penfion.  When  I  Ipoke  of  this  to  Lord  Loughborough,  wiftiing  to 
know  if  he  recoUefted  the  prime  mover  in  the  bufinefs,  he  faid,  "  All  his 
friends  aflifted :"  and  when  I  told  him  that  Mr.  Sheridan  ftrenuoufly  afferted 
his  claim  to  it,  his  Lordftiip  faid^  *^  He  rang  the  bell."  And  it  is  but  juft  to 
add,  that  Mr.  Sheridan  told  me,  that  when  he  communicated  to  Dr.  Johnfon 
that  a  penfion  was  to  be  granted  him,' he  replied,  in  a  fervour  of  gratitude, 
**  The  Englifli  language  docs  not  afford  me  terms  adequate  to  my  feelings  on 
this  occafion.  I  muft  have  recourie  to  the  French.  I  am  penetre  with  his 
Majefly's  goodnefs."  When  I  repeated  this  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  he  did  not  con- 
tradift  it.  , 

His  definitions  of  penfion  zxA  ^enjvmery  partly  founded  on  the  fadrical  verfes 
of  Pope,  which  he  quotes,  may  be  generally  true  j  and  yet  every  body  muft 
allow,  that  there  may  be,  and  have  been,  inftances  of  penfions  given  and 
received  upoij  liberal  and  honourable  terms.  Thus,  then,  it  is  clear,  that 
there  was  nothing  inconfiftent  or  humiliating  in  Johnfon's  accepting  of  a  pen- 
fion fo  unconditionally  and  fo  honourably  offered  to  him. 

This  year  his  friend  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  paid  a  vifit  of  fome  weelcs  to  his 
native  county,  Devonfhire,  in  which  he  was  accompanied  by  Johnfon,  who 
was  much  pleafed  with  this  jaunt,  and  declared  he  had  derived  from  it  a  great 
^cqeffion  of  new  ideas.  He  was  entprtained  at  the  feats  of  feveral  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  in  the  weft  of  England ;  but  the  greateft  part  of  the  time 
was  paffed  at  Plymouth,  where  the  magnificence  of  the  navy,  the  fhip-building 
.and  all  its  circumftances,  afibrded  him  a  grand  fubjeft  of  contemplation. 
The  Commiffioner  of  the  Dock-yard  paid  him  the  compliment  of  ordering 
the  yacht  to  convey  him,  and  his  friend  to  the  Eddyftone,  to  which  they  accord- 
isgly  failed.   But  the  weather  was  fo  tempefhious  that  they  could  not  jand. 

Reynolds  and  he  were  at  this  time  the  guefts  of  Dr.  Mudge,  the  celebrated 
furgeon,  and  now  phyfician  of  riiat  place,  not  more  diftinguilhed  for  quick-, 
nefs  of  parts  and  variety  of  knowledge,  than  loved  and  efteemed  for  his 
amiable  manners  \  and  here  Johnfon  formed  an  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Mudge's 
father,  that  v^ ry  eminent  divine,  the  Reverend  Zachary  Mudge,  Prebendary 
of  Exeter,  who  was  idoliied  in  the  weft,  both  for  his  excellence  as  a  preacher, 
and  the  uniform  perfeft  propriety  of  his  private  conduft.  'He  preached  a 
fermon  purpofely  that  Johnfon  might  hear  him  \  and  we  ihall  fee  afterwards 
that  Johnlbn  honoured  his  memory  by  drawing  his  charadter.  While  Johnfon 
^as  at  Plymouth,  he  faw  a  great  many  of  its  inhabitants,  and  was  not  iparing 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON- 

Zfhls  very  entertaining  converfation.  It  was  here  tliat  he -made  that  frank  and 
truly  original  confeflion,  that  *^  ignorance,  pure  ignorance,"  was  the  caufe  of  ,^tat,  53^ 
a  wrong  definition  in  his  Diftionary  of  the  word  pafiem  ^,  to  the  no  fmall  fur- 
prize  of  the  Lady^who  put  thq  queftion  to  him ;  who  having  the  moft  profound 
reverence  for  his  charafter,  fo  as  almofl  to  fuppofe  him  endowed  with  infalli- 
bility, expefted  to  hear  an  explanation  (of  what,  to  be  fure,  feemed  ftrange 
to  a  common  reader,)  drawn  from  fome  deep-learned  fource  with  which  fhe 
was  unacquainted. 

Sir  Joftiua  Reynolds,  to  whom  I  am  obliged  for  my  information  concerning, 
this  CKCurfion,  mentions  a  very  charafteriftical  anecdote  of  Johnfon  while  at 
Plymouth.  Having  obferved  that  in  conlequence  of  the  Dock -yard  a  new 
town  had  arifen  about  two  miles  off  as  a  rival  to  the  old ;  and  knowing  from 
his  fagacity,  and  juft  obfervation  of  human  nature,  that  it  is  certain  if  a  man 
hates  at  all,  he  will  hate  his  next  neighbour  \  he  concluded  that  this  new  and 
rifing  town  could  not  but  excite  the  envy  and  jealoufy  of  the  old,,  in  which 
conjefture  he  was  very  fbon  confirmed ;.  he  therefore  fet  himfelf  refolutely  on 
the  fide  of  the  old  town,  the  eftabliflied  town,  in  which  his  lot  was  caft,. 
confidering  it  as  a  kind  of  duty  to  ftand  by  it.  He  accordingly  entered 
warmly  into  its  interefts,  and  upon  every  occafion  talked  of  the  dockers^  as  the 
inhabitants  of  the  new  town  were  called,  as  upftarts  and  aliens.  Plymouth  is 
very  plentifully  fupplied  with  water  by  a  river  brought  into  it  from  a  great 
diftance,  which  is  fo  abundant  that  it  runs  to  wafte  in  the  town.  The  Dock,  or 
New-town,  being  totally  deftitute  of  water,  petitioned  Plymouth  that  a  finall 
portion  of  the  conduit  might  be  permitted  to  go  to  them,  and  this  was  now 
under  confideration.  Johnfon,  affefting  to  entertain  the  paffions  of  the  place, 
was  violent  in  oppofition ;  and  half-laughing  at  himfelf  for  his  pretended  zeal, 
where  he  had  no  concern,  exclaimed,  "  No,  no !  I  am  againft  the  dockers ;  I  am 
a  Plymputh-man.  Rogues !  let  them  die  of  thirft.  They  fhall  not  have  a  drop !" 

In  1763  he  furnifhed  to  **  The  Poetical  Calendar,"  publilhed  by  Fawkes  ,^5^, 
and  Woty,  a  character  of  Collins,*  which  he  afterwards  ingrafted  into  his 
entire  life  of  that  admirable  poet,  in  the  collection  of  lives  which  he  wrote  for 
the  body  of  Englifh  poetry,  formed  and  publilhed  by  the  bookfellers  of 
London.  His  account  of  the  melancholy  depreffion  with  which  Collins  was 
fevcrely  afflifted,  and  which  brought  him  to  his  grave,  is,  I  think,  one  of  the 
liioft  tender  and  interefting  pailages  in  the  whole  feries  of  his  writings.  He 
1^0  favoured  Mr.  Hoole  with  the  Dedication  of  his  tranflation  of  Taflb  to 

'  See  p.  163. 
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the  Queen,*  which  is  fo  happily  conceived  and  elegantly  exprcflcd,  that.  I  can^ 
not  but  point  it  out  to  the  peculiar  notice  of  my  readers. 

This  is  to  me  a  niemorable  year,  for  in  it  I  had  the  happinels  to  obtain  the 
acquaintance  of  that  extraordinary  man  whofe  memoirs  I  am  now  writings  an 
acquaintance  which  I  fliall  ever  efteem  as  one  of  the  moft  fortunate  Circum- 
ftances  in  my  life.     Though  then  but  two-and-twenty,  I  had'forfeveral  years 
read  his  works  with  delight  and  inftruftion,  and  had  the  higheft  reverence  for 
dieir  authour,  which  had  grown  up  in  my  fancy  into  a  kind  of  myfterious 
veneration,  by  figuring  to  myfelf  a  ftate  of  folemn  elevated  abftraftion,  in 
which  I  fuppofcd  him  to  live  in  the  immenfe  metropolis  of  London.     Mr. 
Gendeman,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  pafled  fome  years  in  Scotland  as  a  player, 
and  as  an  inftruftor  in  the  Englifh  language,  a  man  whofe  talents  and  worth 
were  deprefTed  by  misfortunes,  had  given  me  a  reprefentation  of  his  figure  and 
manner;  and  during  my  firft  vifit  to  London,  which  was  for, three  months 
in  1760,  Mr.  Derrick  the.  poet,  who  was  Gentleman's  friend  and  countryman, 
flattered  me  with  hopes  that  he  would  introduce  me  to  Johnfon,  an  honour  of 
which  I  was  very  ambitious.    But  he  never  found  an  opportunity,  which  made 
me  doubt  that  he  had  promifed  to  do  what  was  not  in  his  power,  tiD  Johnfon 
fome  years  afterwards  told  me,  ^^  Derrick,  Sir,  might  very  well  have  intro- 
duced you.     I  had  a  kindnefs  for  Derrick,  and  am  forry  he  is  dead.'* 

In  the  fummer  of  176 1  Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan  was  at  Edinburgh,  and 
delivered  leftures  upon  the  Englifh  Language  and  Publick  Speaking  to  lairge 
and  refpcftable  audiences.  I  was  often  in  his  company,  and  heard  him 
frequently  expatiate  upon  Johnfon's  extraordinary  knowledge,  talents^  and 
virtues,  repeat  his  pointed  fayings,  defcribe  his  particularities,  and  boaft  of  his 
being  his  guefl  fometimes  till  two  or  three  in  the  morning.  At  his  houle  I 
hoped  to  have  many  opportunities  of  feeing  the  fage,  as  Mr.  Sheridan 
obligingly  afliired  me  I  fhould  not  be  difappointed. 

When  I  returned  to  London  in  the  end  of  1762,  to  my  furprizc  and  regret 
I  found  an  irreconcileable  difference  had  taken  place  between  Johnfon  and 
Sheridan.  A  penfion  of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year  had  been  given  to 
Sheridan.  Johnfon,  who  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  thought  flightingly 
of  Sheridan's  art,  upon  hearing  that  he  was  alfo  penfioned,  exclaimed, 
<*  What !  have  they  given  him  a  penfion  ?  Then  it  is  time  for  me  to  give  up 
mine."  Whether  this  proceeded  from  a  momentary  indignation,  as  if  it  were 
an  affront  to  his  exalted  merit  that  a  player  fhould  be  rewarded  in  the  fame 
manner  with  him,  or  was  the  fudden  efFeft  of  a  fit  of  peevifhnefs,  it  was 
tinluckily  faid,  and,  indeed,  cannot  be  juftified.     Mr.  Sheridan's  penfion  was 

granted 
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gr«itcd  to  him  not  as  a  player,  but  as  a  fufFerer  in  the  caufe  of  government,      n^s- 
when  he  was  manager  of  the  Theatre  Royal  in  Ireland,  when  parties  ran  high  ]^iat.  54! 
in  1753.     And  it  muft  alfo  be  allowed  that  he  was  a  man  of  literature,  and' 
had  confiderably  improved  the  arts  of  reading  and  Ipeaking  with  diftinftnefs 
and  propriety* 

Befides,  Johnfon  fhould  have  recoUefted  that  Mr,  Sheridan  taught  pronun- 
ciation to  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  whofe  fifter  was  married  to  Sir  Harry 
Erfkine,  an  intimate  fiiend  of  Lord  Bute,  who  was  the  favourite  of  the  King; 
anifurely  the  moft  outrageous  Whig  will  not  maintain,  that,  whatever  ought  to 
be  the  principle  in  the  dilpofal  of  officesy  a  penficn  ought  never  to  be  granted 
from  any  bias  of  court  conneftion.  Mr.  Macklin,  indeed,  fhared  with  Mr. . 
Sheridan  the  honour  of  inftrudting  Mr.  Wedderburn ;  and  though  it  was  too 
late  in  life  for  a  Caledonian  to  acquire  the  genuine  Englifh  cadence,  yet  fo 
fuccefsful  were  Mr.  Wedderburn's  inftruftors,  and  his  own  unabating  endea- 
vours, that  he  got  rid  of  the  coarfe  part  of  his  Scotch  accent,  retaining  only 
as  much  of  the  ''  native  wood-note  wild,"  as  to  mark  his  country ;  which,  if 
any  Scotchman  fhould  afFeft  to  forget,  I  (hould  heartily  delpife  him.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  difficulties  which  are  to  be  encountered  by  thofe  who  have  not 
had  the  advantange  of  an  Englifh  education,  he  by  degrees  formed  a  mode  of 
ipeaking,  to  which  Englilhmen  do  not  deny  the  praife  of  elegance.  Hence 
his  diftinguifhed  oratory,  which  he  exerted  in  his  own  country  as  an  advocate 
in  the  Court  of  Seffion,  and  a  ruling  elder  of  the  Kirky  has  had  its  fame  and 
ample  reward,  in  much  higher  fpheres.  When  I  look  back  on  this  noble 
perfon  at  Edinburgh,  in  fituations  fo  unworthy  of  his  brilliant  powers,  and 
behold  Lord  Loughborough  at  London,  the  change  feems  almoft  like  one  of 
the  metamorphofes  in  Ovid ;  and  as  his  two  preceptors,  by  refining  his 
iitterance,  gave  currency  to  his  talents,  we  may  fay  in  the  words  of  that  poet, 
-  f^  l^am  vos  mutajiis,'^ 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  this  remarkable  inflance  of  fucccfsful  parts 
and  afTiduity,  becaufe  it  affords  animating  encouragement  to  other  gendemen 
of  North-Britain  to  try  their  fortunes  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  ifland, 
where  they  may  hope  to  gratify  their  utmofl  ambition  i  and  now  that  we  are 
one  people  by  the  Union,  it  would  furely  be  illiberal  to  maintain  that  they 
have  not  an  equal  title  with  the  natives  of  any  other  part  of  his  Majefty's 
dominions. 

Johnfon  complained  that  a  man  who  difliked  him  repeated  his  farcafm  to 
Mr.  Sheridan,  without  telling  him  what  followed,  which  was,  that  after  a 
paufe  he  added,  **  However,  I  am  glad  that  Mr.  Sheridan  has  a  penfion,  for 
he  is  a  very  good  man."  Sheridan  could  never  forgive  this  hafly  contemptuous 

E  e  exprefTion, 
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"cxpreflion*  It  rankled  in  his  mind ;  and  though  I  informed  him  of  all  that 
Johnfon  iaid,  and  that  he  would  be  very  glad  to  meet  him  amicably^ 
he  pofitively  declined  repeated  offers  which  I  made,  and  once  went,  off 
abruptly  from  a  houfe  where  he  and  I  were  engaged  to  dine,  becaufe  he  was 
told  that  Dr.  Johnfon  was  to  be  there.  I  have  no  fympathetick  feeling  with 
fuch  perfevering  tefentment.  It  is  painful  when  there  is  a  breach  between 
thole  who  have  lived  together  fbciaUy  and  cordially ;  and  I  wonder  that  there 
is  not,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  a  mutual  wilh  that  it  Ihould  be  healed.  I  could 
perceive  that  Mr.  Sheridan  was  by  no  means  fatisfied  with  Johnfon's  acknow- 
ledging him  to  be  a  good  man.  That  could  not  footh  his  injured  vanity.  I 
could  not  but  fmile,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  was  offended,  to  obferve  Sheridan 
in  the  Life  of  Swift  *^  which  he  afterwards  publifhed,  attempting,  in  the 
writhings  of  his  refentment,  to  depreciate  Johnfon,  by  charafterifing  him  "  A 
writer  of  gigantick  fame  in  thele  days  of  litde  men  j"  that  very  Johnfon  whom 
he  once  fo  highly  admired  aqd  venerated. 

This  rupture  with  Sheridan  deprived  Johnfon  of  one  of  his  mofl  agreeable 
refources  for  amufement  in  his  lonely  evenings  -,  for  Sheridan's  well-informed> 
animated,  and  buftiing  mind  never  fuffered  converfation  to  flagnate  -,  and 
Mrs.  Sheridan  was  a  moft  agreeable  companion  to  an  intelle£tual  man.  She 
was  fenfible,  ingenious,  unafluming,  yet  communicative.  I  recollcft,  witli 
farisfaftion,  many  plcafing  hours  which  I  pafled  with  her  under  the  hofpitable 
roof  of  her  hufband,  who  was  to  me  a  very  kind  friend.  Her  novel,  entided 
*'  Memoirs  of  Mifs  Sydney  Biddulph>"  contains  an  excellent  moral,  while  it 
inculcates  a  future  flate  of  retribution ;  and  what  it  teaches  is  imprefied  upon 
the  mind  by  a  feries  of  as  deep  diflrefs  as  can  affeft  humanity.  Johnfon  paid 
her  this  high  compliment  upon  it :  "I  know  not.  Madam,  that  you  have  a 
right,  upon  moral  principles,  to  make  your  readers  fuffer  fo  much." 

Mr.  Thomas  Davies  the  a6tor>  who  then  kept  a  bookfeller's  fhop  in  Ruffel- 
ftreet,  Covent-garden,  told  me  that  Johnfon  was  very  much  his  friend,  and 
came  frequently  to  his  houfe,  where  he  more  than  once  invited  me  to  meet 
him  ;  but  by  fome  unlucky  accident  or  other  he  was  prevented  frqrn  coming 
to  us.  • 

'  Mr.  Thomas  Davies  was  a  man  of  good  underftanding  and  talents,  with  the 
advantage  of  a  liberal  education.  Though  fbmewhat  pompous,  he  was  an 
entertaining  companion ;  and  his  literary  performances  have  no  inconfiderable 
(hare  of  merit.  He  was  a  friendly  and  very  hofpitable  man.  Both  he  and 
liis  wife,  (who  has  been  celebrated  for  her  beauty,)  though  upon  the  flage 
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for  many  years,  maintained  an  uniform  decency  of  cliarafter  j  aftd  Johnfon  i7^3- 
cfteemcd  them,  and  lived  in  as  eafy  an  intimacy  with  them  as  with  any  family  ^[^?7^ 
which  he  ufed  to  vifit  Mr.  Davies  recoUefted  feveral  of  Johnfon's  remark- 
able fayings,  and  was  one  of  the  beft  of  the  many  imitators  of  his  voice  and 
manner,  while  relating  them.  He  increafed  my  impatience  more  and  more  to 
fee  the  extraordinary  man  whofe  works  I  highly  valued,  and  whole  conver-. 
iation  was  reported  to  be  fo  peculiarly  excellent. 

At  laft,  on  Monday  the  1 6th  of  May,  when  I  was  fitting  in  Mr.  Davies 's 
back  parlour,  after  having  drunk  tea  with  him  and  Mrs.  Davies,  Johnfon 
unexpectedly  came  into  the  (hop ;  and  Mr.  Davies  having  perceived  him 
through  the  glafs  door  of  the  room  in  which  we  were  fitting,  advancing  towards 
MSy — ^he  announced  his  aweful  approach  to  me,  fomewhat  in  the  manner  of  an 
aftor  in  the  part  of  Horatio,  when  he  addreffes  Hamlet  on  the  appearance  of 
his  father's  ghoft,  "  Look,  my  Lord,  it  comes.'*  I  found  that  I  had  a  very 
perfedt  idea  of  Johnibn's  figure,  from  the  portrait  of  him  painted  by  Sir  Joihua 
Reynolds  foon  after  he  had  publifhed  his  Dictionary,  in  the  attitude  of  fitting 
in  his  eafy  chair  in  deep  meditation,  which  was  the  firft:  pidture  his  friend  did 
for  him,  which  Sir  Jofliua  has  very  kindly  prcfented  to  me,  and  from 
which  an  engraving  has  been  made  for  this  work.  Mr.  Davies  mentioned  my 
name,  and  relpeftfiilly  introduced  me  to .  him.  I  was  much  agitated ;  and 
recolledting  his  prejudice  againfl:  the  Scotch,  of  which  I  had  heard  much,  I 
faid  to  Davies,  "  Don't  tell  where  I  come  from." — "  From  Scotland,"  cried 
Davies,  roguiflily.  "  Mr.  Johnfon  (faid J)  I  do  indeed  come  from  Scotland, 
but  I  cannot  help  it."  I  am  willing  to  flatter  myfelf  that  I  meant  this  as  light 
pleafantry  to  footh  and  conciliate  him,  and  not  as  any  humiliating  abafement  at 
the  expence  of  my  country.  But  however  that  might  be,  this  fpeech  was 
fomewhat  unlucky  j  for  with  that  quicknefs  of  wit  for  which  he  was  fo  remark- 
able, he  feized  the  expreflion  *'  come  from  Scotland,"  which  I  ufed  in  the 
fenfe  of  being  of  that  country ;  and  as  if  I  had  faid  that  I  had  come  ?iway  from 
it  or  left  it,  retorted,  "  That,  Sir,  I  find,  is  what  a  very  great  many  of 
your  countrymen  cannot  help."  This  ftroke  ftunned  me  a  good  deal;  and 
when  we  had  fat  down,  I  felt  myfelf  not  a  little  embarrafled,  and  apprehenfive 
of  what  might  come  next.  He  then  addreflcd  himfelf  to  Davies  :  "  What 
do  you  think  of  Garrick  ?  He  has  refufed  me  an  order  for  the  play  for  Mifs 
Williams,  becaufe  he  knows  the  houfe  will  be  fiill,  and  that  an  order  would 
be  worth  three  fliillings."  Eager  to  taka*any  opening  to  get  into  converfation 
with  him,  I  ventured  to  fay,  "  O,  Sir,  I  cannot  think  Mr.  Garrick  would  ^Cc  c.  ^-t  ^  i% 
grudge  fuch  a  trifle  to  you."  «  Sir,  (faid  he,  with  a  fternlook,)  I  have  known 
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David  Garrick  longer  than  you  have  done  j  and  I  know  no  right  you  have  to  ' 
talk  to  me  on  the  fubjeft."  Perhaps  I  deferved  this  check  j  for  it  was  rather 
prefumptuous  in  me^  an  entire  ftranger,  to  exprefs  any  doubt  of  the  juftice  oC 
his  animadverfioa  upon  his  old  acquaintance  and  pupil '.  I  now  felt  my- 
felf  much  mortified,  and  began  to  think  that  the  hope  which  I  had  long 
indulged  of  obtaining  his  acquaintance  was  blafted.  And,  in  truth,  had  not 
my  ardour  been  uncommonly  ftrong,  and  my  refoiution  uncommonly  perfe-^ 
^  veriiig»  fo  rough  a  reception  might  have  deterred  me  for  ever  fronri  making 

any  forther  attempts.  Fortunately,  however,  I  remained  upon  the  field  not 
whoDy  difcomfited ;  and  Was  foon  rewarded  by' hearing  fomc  of  his  conver- 
fation,  of  which  I  preferved  the  following  (hort  minute,  widiout  marking  the 
queftions  and  obfervations  by  which  it  was  produced. 

"  People  (he  remarked)^  may  be 'taken  in  once,  who  imagine  that  an 
authour  is  greater  in  private  life  than  other  men.  Uncommon  parts  require 
uncommon  opportunities  for  their  exertion. 

'^  In  barbarous  fociety,  fuperiority  of  parts  is  of  real  confequence.  Great 
ftrength  or  great  wifdom  is  of  much  value  to  an  individual.  .  But  in*  more 
polifhed  times  there  are  people  to  do  every  thing  for  money  \  and  then  there 
are  a  number  of  other  fuperiorities,  fuch  as  thofe  of  birth  and  fortune,  and 
rank,  that  diffipate  men's  -attention,  and  leave  ho  extraordinary  fliare  of  relpeft 
for  perfbnal  and  intelleftual  fuperiority.  This  is  wifely  ordered  by  Providence, 
to  preferve  fome  equality  among  mankind.'* 

"  Sir,  this  book  (*  The  Elements  of  Criticifm,'  which  he  had  taken  up,) 
is  a  pretty  effay,  and  deferves  to  be  held  in  fome  eftimation,  though  much  of 
it  is  chimerical." 

Speaking  of  one  who  with  more  than  ordinary  boldnefs  attacked  publick 
meafures  and  the  royal  family,  he  faid,  "  I  think  he  is  fafe  from  the  law,  but 
he  is  an  abufive  fcoundrel  y  and  inftead  of  applying  to  my  Lord  Cliief  Juftice 
to  punilh  him,  I  would  fend  half  a  dozen  footmen  and  have  him  well  ducked." 

*^  -The  notion  of  liberty  amufes  the  people  of  England,  and  helps  to  keep 
ofF  the  tadium  vita.  When  a  butcher  tells  you  that  his  heart  bleeds  for  his 
country,  he  has,,  in  faft^.  no  uneafy  feeling.*' 

»  That  this  was  a- momentary  fally  agatnft  Garrick  there  can  be  no  doubt;  for  at  Johnfon's 
clefire  he  had,  fomc  years-before,  given  a  benefit -night  at  his  theatre  to  this  very  perfon,  by  which 
ihc  got  two  hundred  pounds.  Johnfon,  indeed,  upon  all  other  occafions,  when  I  was  in  his 
coinpany,  praifed  the  very  Hberal  chr.rity  of  Garrick.  I  once  mentioned  to  him,  "It  is  obfcrvcd^ 
Sir,  that  you  attack  Garrick  yourfclf^  but  will  fufler  nobody  elfe  to  do  it."  Johnson,  (fmiling} 
•;  Why,  Sir.  that  is  true^" 
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'*  Sheridan  will  not  fucceed  at  Bath  with  his  oratory.  Ridicule  has  gone 
down  before  him,  and,  I  doubt.  Derrick  is  his  enemy  \   ., 

"  Derrick  may  do  very  well,  as  long  as  he  can  outrun  his  ch^rader;  but 
the  moment  his  charafter  gets  up  with  him  it  is  all  over." 

It  is,  however,  but  juft  to  record,  that  fome  yeafrs  .afterwards,  when  I 
reminded  him  of  this  farcafm,  he  faid,  "  Well,,  but  Derrick  has  no\^c  got  a 
charader  that  he  need  not  run  away  from/*  .  ^ 

I  was  highly  pleafed  with  the  extraordinary  vigour  of  his  converfarion,  and 
regretted  that  I  was  drawn  away  from  it  by  an  engagement  at  another  place. 
I  had,  for  a  part  of  the  evening,  been  left  alone  with  him,  and  had  ven- 
tured to  make  an  obfervation  now  and  then,  which  he  received  very  civilly  5 
fb  that  I  was  fatisfied  that  though  ther6  was  a  roughnefs  in  his  manner,  there 
was  no  ill-nature  in  his  difpofition.  Davies  foUowed  me  to  the  door,  and 
when  I  complained  to  him  a  little  of  the  hard  blows  which  the  great  man 
had  given  me,  he  kindly  took  upon  him  to  confole  me  by  faying,  "  Don't 
be  uneafy.     I  can  fee  he  likes  you  very  well." 

A  f^w  d^s  afterwards  I  called  on  Davies,  and  aflced  him  if  he  thought  I 
might  take  the  liberty  of  waiting  on  Mr.  Johnfon  at  his  Chambers  in  the 
Temple.  He  faid  I  certainly  might,  and  that  Mr.  Johnfon  would  take  it  as 
a  compliment.  So  upon  Tuefday  the  24th,  after  having  been  enlivened  by 
the  witty  fallies  of  Meffieurs  Thornton,  Wilkes,  Churchill  and  Lloyd,  with 
whom  I  had  paffed  the  morning,  I  boldly  repaired  to  Johnfon.  His  Cham- 
bers were  on  the  firft  floor  of  No.  i ,  Inner  Temple-lane,  and  I  entered  them 
with  an  impreflion  given  me  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Blair,  of  Edinburgh,  who 
had  been  introduced  to  him  not  long  before,  and  defcribed  his  having  "  found 
the  giant  in  his  den ;"  an  expreflion,  which,  when  I  came  to  be  pretty  well 
acquainted  with  Johnfon,  I  repeated  to  him,  and  he  was  diverted  at  this 
pifturefque  account  of  himfclf  Dr.  Blair  had  been  prefented  to  him  by  Drw 
James  Fordyce.  At  this  time  the  controverfy  concerning  the  pieces  publiihed 
by  Mr.  James  Macpherfon,  as  tranflations  of  Oflian,  was  at  its  height.  Johnfon 
had  aU  along  denied  their  authenticity ;  and,  what  was  ftill  more  provoking  to 
their  admirers,  maintained  that  they  had  no  merit.  The  fubjcdb  having  been 
introduced  by  Dr.  Fordyce,  Dr.  Blair,  relying  on  the  internal  evidence  of 
their  antiquity,  afked  Dr.  Johnfon  whether  he  thought  any  man  of  a  modern 
age  could  have  written  fuch  poems  ?     Johnfon  replied,    "  Yes,  Sir,  many 

*  Mr.  Sheridan  was  then  reading  IcAures  upon  Oratoxy  at  Bath»  where  Derrick  was  Ma&cs- 
of.  the  Cexemonies^  or«.  as  the  ^^hraie  Is>  Ki  ng. 

men^. 
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men,  many  women,  and  many  children."  Johnfon,  at  this  time,  did  not 
know  that  Dr.  Blair  had  juft  publifhcd  a  Diflertation,  not  only  defending  their 
authenticity,  but  ferioufly  ranking  them  with  thip  poems  of  Homer  and  Virgil ; 
and  when  he  was  afterwards  informed  of  this  circumftance,  he  expreffed  fome 
difpleafure  at  Dr,  Fordyce's  having  fuggefted  the  topick,  and  faid,  "  I  am  not 
forry  that  they  got  thus  much  for  their  pains.  Sir,  it  was  like  leading  one  to 
talk  of  a  book,  when  the  authour  is  concealed  behind  the  door." 

He  received  me  very  courteoufly ;  but,  it  muft  be  confefled,  that  his  apart- 
ment, and  furniture,  and  morning  drefs,  were  fuifficiendy  uncouth.  His  brown 
fuit  of  cloaths  looked  very  rufly ;  he  had  on  a  litde  old  Ihrivelled  unpowdered 
wig,  which  was  too  fmall  for  his  head ;  his  Ihirt-neck  and  knees  of  his 
breeches  were  loofc ;  his  black  worfted  ftockings  ill  drawn  up ;  and  he  had  a 
pair  of  unbuckled  (hoes  by  way  of  flippers.  But  all  thefe  flovenly  particu- 
larities were  forgotten  the  moment  that  he  began  to  talk.  Some  gentlemen, 
whom  I  do  not  recoUeft,  were  fitting  with  him ;  and  when  they  went  away,  I 
alfo  rofe ;  but  he  faid  to  me,  "  Nay,  don't  go."—"  Sir,  (faid  I)  I  am  afraid 
that  I  intrude  upon  you.  It  is  benevolent  to  allow  me  to  fit  and  hear  you." 
He  feemed  pleafed  with  this  compliment,  which  I  fmcerely  paid  him,  and 
anfwered,  "  Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  any  man  who  vifits  nie."  I  have  preferved 
the  following  fliort  minute  of  what  paflcd  this  day. 

"  Madnefs  frequendy  difcovers  itfelf  merely  by  unnecefiary  deviation  from 
the  ufual  modes  of  the  world.  My  poor  friend  Smart  fliewed  die  difturbancc 
of  his  mind  by  falling  upon  his  knees  and  faying  his  prayers  in  the  ftreet,  or 
in  any  other  unufual  place.  Now  although,  rationally  ipeaking,  it  is  greater 
madnefs  not  to  pray  at  all,  than  to  pray  as  Smart  did,  I  am  afraid  there  are  fo 
many  who  do  not  pray,  that  their  underftanding  is  not  called  in  queftion." 

Concerning  this  unfortunate  poet,  Chriftopher  Smart,  who  was  confined  in 
a  mad-houfe,  he  had,  at  anotlier  time,  the  following  converfation  with  Dr. 
Burney.  Johnson.  "  It  feems  as  if  his  mind  had  ceafed  to  ftruggle  with  the 
difeafe  J  for  he  grows  fat  upon  it."  Burney.  "  Perhaps,  Sir,  that  may  be  fi-om 
want  of  cxercife."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  he  has  partly- as  much  exercife  as 
he  ufed  to  have,  for  he  digs  in  the  garden.  Indetd,  before  his  confinement,  he 
ufed  for  exercife  to  walk  to  the  alehoufe ;  but  he  was  carried  back  again.  I 
did  not  think  he  ought  to  be  (hut  up.  His  infirmities  were  not  noxious  to 
ibciety.  He  infilled  on  people  praying  with  him ;  and  I'd  as  lief  pray  with 
Kit.  Smart  as  any  ohe  clfe.  Another  charge  was,  that  he  did  not  love  clean 
linen ;  and  I  have  no  paflion  for  it," 

4*  **  Mankind 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON- 

"  Mankind  have  a  great  averfion  to  intelleftual  labour  j  but  even  fuppoling 
knowledge  to  be  eafily  attainable,    more  people  would  be  content  to  be  ^J^^TI^ 
ignorant  than  would  take  even  a  litde  trouble  to  acquire  it.*' 

"  The  morality  of  an  aftion  depends  on  the  motive  from  which  we  aft.  If 
I  fling  half  a  crown  to  a  beggar  with  intention  to  break  his  head,  and  he  picks  it 
up  and  buys  viftuals  with  it,  the  phyfical  efFeft  is  good ;  but,  with  relj)eft  to 
me,  the  aftion  is  very  wrong.  So,  religious  exercifes,  if  not  performed  with 
an  intention  to  pleafe  God,  avail  us  nothing.  As  our  Saviour  fays  of  thofe 
who  perform  them  from  other  motives,  *  Verily  they  have  their  reward.' 

"  The  Chriftian  Religion  has  very  ftrong  evidences.  It,  indeed,  appears 
in  fome  degree  ftrange  to  reafon ;  but  in  Hiftory  we  have  undoubted  fafts,. 
againft  which,  in  reafoning  ^  prioriy  we  have  more  arguments  than  we  have 
for  them  j  but  then,  teftimony  has  great  weight,  and  cafts  the  balance.  I 
would  recommend  to  every  man  whofe  faidi  is  yet  unfetded,  Grotius,— Dn 
Pearfon, — and  Dr.  Clark." 

Talking  of  Garrick,  he  faid,  "  He  is  the  firft  man  in  the  world  for  Iprighdy 
conveffation." 

When  I  rofe  a  fecond  time  he  again  prelled  me  to  ftay,  which  I  did. 

He  told  me,  that  he  generally  went  abroad  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  and 
Icldom  came  home  till  two  in  the  morning.  I  took  the  liberty  to  alk  if  he 
did  not  think  it  wrong  to  live  thus,  and  not  make  more  uie  of  his  great  talents. 
He  owned  it  was  a  bad  habit.  On  reviewing,  at  the  diftance  of  many  years> 
my  journal  of  this  period,  I  wonder  how,  at  my  firft  vifit,  I  ventured  to  talk 
to  him  fo  freely,  and  that  he  bore  it  with  fo  much  indulgence. 

Before  we  parted  he  was  fo  good  as  to  promife  to  favour  me  with  his  com- 
pany one  evening  at  my  lodgings  j  and,  as  I  took  my  leave,  Ihook  me  cordially 
by  the  hand.  It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  add,  that  I  felt  no  litde  elation  at 
having  now  fo  happily  ellablifhed  an  acquaintance  of  which  I  had  been  fo  long 
ambitious. 

My  readers  will,  I  truft,  excufe  me  for  being  thus  minutely  circumftantial,. 
vrhen  it  is  confidered  that  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Johnfon  was  to  me  a  moft 
valuable  acquifirion,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  whatever  inftrui^ion  and  enter- 
tainment they  may  receive  from  my  colleftions  concerning  the  great  fubjeft 
of  the  work  which  they  are  now  perufing. 

I  did  not  vifit  him  again .  till  Monday,  June  1 3,  at  which  rime  I  rccoUeft 
no  part  of  his  converfarion,  except  that  when  I  told  him  I  had  been  to  fee 
Johnfon  ride  upon  three  horfes,  he  faid,  "  Such  a  man,  Sir,  fhould  be. 
encouraged  3  for  his  perfornnances  ihew  the  extent  of  the  human  powers  in^ 
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1763.      oiie  inftance,  and  thus  tend  to  raife  our  opinion  of  the  faculties  of  man.     He 

iffitat^^l!  ^^ws  what  may  be  attained  by  perfevering  application ;  fo  that  every  man 

may  hope,  that  by  giving  as  much  application,  although  perhaps  he  may 

never  ride  three  horfes  at  a  time  or  dance  upon  a  wire,  yet  he  may  be  equally 

expert  in  whatever  profeffion  he  has  chofen  to  purfue.'* 

He  again  (hook  me  by  the  hand  at  parting,  and  afked  me  why  I  did  not 
come  oftener  to  him.  Trufting  that  I  was  now  in  his  good  graces,  I  anfwercd, 
that  he  had  not  given  me  much  encouragement,  and  reminded  him  of  the 
check  I  had  received  from  him  at  our  firft  interview.  "  Poh,  poh !  (faid  he, 
with  a  complacent  fmile,)  never  mind  thefe  things.  Come  to  me  as  often 
as  you  can.     I  (hall  be  glad  to  fee  you." 

I  had  learnt  that  his  place  of  frequent  refort  was  the  Mitre  tavern  in  Fleet- 
flaeet,  where  he  loved  to  (it  up  late,  and  I  begged  I  might  be  allowe4  to  pafs 
an  evening  with  him  there  foon,  which  he  promifed  I  fhould.  A  few  days 
afterwards  I  met  him  near  Temple-bar,  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  afked  if  he  would  then  go  to  the  Mitre.  "  Sir,  (faid  he)  it  is  too  late  -, 
they  won't  let  us  in.    But  I'll  go  with  you  another  night  with  all  my  heart." 

A  revolution  of  fome  importance  in  my  plan  of  life,  had  juft  taken  place ; 
for  inftead  of  procuring  a  commiflion  in  the  foot-guards,  which  was  my  own 
inclination,  I  had,  in  compliance  with  my  father's  wiflies,  agreed  to  ftudy  the 
law,  and  was  foon  to  fet  out  for  Utrecht,  to  hear  the  leftures  of  an  excellent 
Civilian  in  that  Univerfity,  and  then  to  proceed  on  my  travels.  Though  very 
defirous  of  obtaining  Dr.  Johnfbn's  advice  and  inftruftions  on  the  mode  of 
purfuing  my  ftudies,  I  was  at  this  time  fo  occupied,  fhall  I  call  it  ?  or  fo 
diflipated,  by  the  amufements  of  London,  that  our  next  meeting  was  not 
till  Saturday,  June  25,  when  happening  to  dine  at  Clifton's  eating-houfe, 
in  Butcher-row,  I  was  furprized  to  perceive  Johnfon  come  in  and  take  his 
feat  at  another  table.  The  motie  of  dining,  or  rather  being  fed  at  fuch 
houfes  in  London,  is  well  known  to  many  to  be  particularly  unfocial,  as  there 
is  no  Ordinary,  or  united  company,  but  each  perfon  has  his  own  mefs,  and 
is  tinder  no  obligation  to  hold  any  intercourfe  with  any  one.  A  liberal  and 
full -minded  man,  however,  who  loves  to  talk,  will  break  through  this 
churlifh  and  unfocial  reftraint.  johnfon  and  an  Irilh  gentleman  got  into  a 
difpute  concerning  the  caufe  of  fome  part  of  mankind  being  black.  "  Why, 
Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  it  has  been  accounted  for  in  three  ways  :  either  by  fuppo- 
fing  that  they  are  the  pofterity  of  Ham,  who  was  curfcd ;  or  that  God  at  firft 
created  two  kinds  of  men,  one  black  and  another  white  j  or  that  by  the  heat 
of  the  fun  the  fldn  is  fcorched,  ajid  fo  acquires  a  footy  hye.    This  matter  has 
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been  much  taavaflfed  among  naturalifts,  but  has  never  been  brought  to  any  i7^5- 
certain  iflue,"  What  the  Irifhman  faid  is  totally  obliterated  from  my  mind ;  ]^utl  54- 
but  I  remember  that  he  became  very  warm  and  intemperate  in  his  expref- 
fions.j  upon  which  Jojinfon  rofe,  and  quietly  walked  away.  When  he  had 
retired,  his  antagonift  took  his  revenge,  as  he  thought,  by  faying  "  He  has 
a  moft  ungainly  figure,  and  an  affcftation  of  pompofity  unworthy  of  a  man 
of  genius." 

Johnfpn  had  not  obferved  that  I  was  in  the  room.  I  followed  him,  how- 
ever, and  he  agreed  to  meet  me  in  the  evening  at  the  Mitre.  I  called  on 
him,  and  we  went  thither  Jtt  nine.  We  had  a  good  fuppcr,  and  port  wine,  of 
which  he  then  fometimes  drank  a  botde.  The  orthodox  high-church  found  of 
the  Mitre,  the  figure  and  manner  of  the  celebrated  Samuel  Johnfon,  the  extra- 
ordinary power  and  precifion  of  his  converfation,  and  the  pride  arifing  from 
finding  myfelf  admitted  as  his  companion,  produced  a  variety  of  fenfadons, 
and  a  pleafing  elevation  of  mind  beyond  what  I  had  ever  before  experienced, 
I  find  in  my  journal  the  following  minute  of  our  converfation^  which,  though 
it  will  give  but  a  very  faint  notion  of  what  pafied,  is,  in  fbme  degree,  a  " 
valuable  record  \  and  it  will  be  curious  in  this  view,  as  fhewing  how  habitual 
to  his  mind  were  fomc  opinions  which  appear  in  his  works. 

**  CoUey  Gibber,  Sir,  was  by  no  means  a  blockhead ;  but  by  arrogating  to 
himfelf  too  much,  he  was  in  danger  of  lofing  that  degree  of  cftimarion  to 
which  he  was  entided.  His  friends  gave  out  that  he  intended  his  birth-day 
Odes  Ihould  be  bad :  but  that  was  not  the  cafe.  Sir;  for  he  kept  diem  many 
months  by  him,  and  a  few  years  before Jie  died  he  fhewed  me  one  of  them, 
with  great  folicitude  to  render  it  as  perfedb  as  might  be,  and  I  made  fome 
xrorreftions,  to  which  he  was  not  very  willing  to  fubmit.  I  remember  the 
following  couplet  in  allufion  to  the  King  and  himfelf: 

*  Perch'd  on  the  eagle's  foaring  wing 

*  The  lowly  linnet  loves  to  fing.' 

Sir,  he  had  heard  fbmething  of  the  fabulous  tale  of  the  wren  fitting  upon  the 
eagle's  wing,  and  he  had  applied  it  to  a  linnet.  Gibber's  familiar  flyle, 
however,  was  better  than  that  which  Whitehead  has  afllimed.  Grand  nonfenfc 
b  infupportable.    Whitehead  is  but  a  litde  man  to  mfcribe  verfes  to  players.'* 

I  did  not  prefume  to  controvert  this  cenfure,  which  was  tinftured  with  his 
prejudice  againft  players ;  but  I  could  not  help  thinking  that  a  dramatick  poet 
might  with  propriety.pay  a  compliment  to  an  eminent  performer,  as  Whitehead 
has  very  happily  done  in  his  verfes  to  Mr.  Garrick. 

VI  «  Sir. 
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^  Sir>  I  do  not  think  Gray  a  firft-rate  poet.  He  has  not  a  hoid  imaginatioh^ 
]j^j^j^  ".'  nor  much  command  of  words.  The  obfcurity  in  which  he  has  involved  him- 
firlf  will  not  perfuade  us  that  he  is  fublime.  His  Elegy  in  a  church-yard  has 
a  happy  feledion  of  images^  but  I  don't  like  what  are  called  his  great  things. 
His  Ode  which  begins 

*  Ruin  fcizc  thee,  ruthlefs  King, 

*  Confufion  on  thy  banners  wait/ 

jKas  been  celebrated  for  its  abruptneis,  and  plunging  into  the  lubjefk  all  at 
once.  But  fuch  arts  as  theie  have  no  merit,  \inlefs  when  they  are  originaL 
We  admire  them  only  once ;  and  this  abruptnefs  has  nothing  new  in  it.  We 
have  had  it  often  before.  Nay»  we  have  it  in  the  old  fong  of  Johnny 
Armstrong : 

^  Is  there  ever  a  man  in  all  Scodand 

«  From  the  highcft  eftate  to  the  lowcft  degree,  &c/ 

And  then,  Sir> 

•  Yes,  there  is  a  man  in  Weftmorcland, 

*  And  Johnny  Armftrong  they  do  him  call.* 

There,  now>  you  plunge  at  once  into  the  fubjeft.  You  have  no  previous 
narration  to  lead  you  to  it.r— The  two  next  lines  in  that  Ode  are,  I  thinks 
Very  good : 

*  Thoi^h'fenn'd  by  conqucft's  crimfon  wing, 
«  They  mock  the  air  with  idle  ftate  *." 

Here  let  it  be  obferved,  that  although  his  opinion  of  Gray's  poetry  wa9 
widely  different  from  mine>  and  I  believe  from  that  of  moft  men  of  tafte, 
by  whom  it  is  with  juftice  highly  admired,  there  is  certainly  much  abfurdity 
in  the  clamour  which  has  been  raifed,  as  if  he  had  been  culpably  injurious  ta 
the  n^rit  of  that  bard,  and  had  been  adhiated  by  envy.  Alas  I  ye  little  fhort-* 
fighted  criricks,  could  Johnlbn  be  envious  of  the  talents  of  any  of  his  con-* 
temporaries  ?  That  his  opinion  on  this  fubje£t  was  what  in  private  and  in 
publick  he  uniformly  exprefled,  regardlefs  of  what  others  nc)ight  think,  wc 
may  wonder,  and  perhaps  regret ;  but  it  is  ihallQw  and  unjuft  to  charge  him 
with  expreffing  what  he  did  not  think. 

^  My  friend  Mr.  Malone,  in  hit  valuabk  comments  on  Shakfpeaie,  has  traced  iA  that  great 
poet  the  Jiijf^a  men^ra  of  thcfe  lines. 

Fiading 


I 
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Finding  him  in  a  placid  humour,  and  wifliing  to  arail  myfclf  of  the  oppor-      »7^3- 
tumty  which  I  fortunately  had  of  confulting  a  fage,  to  hear  whofe  wifdom,  T  exzC^  1 

conceived  in  the  ardour  of  youthful  imagination,  that  men  filled  with  a  noble 
chthuliafm  for  intelledual  improvement  would  gladly  have  reforted  from 
diftant  lands ;  I  opened  my  mind  to  him  ingenuoufly,  and  gave  him  a  little 
fketch  of  my  life,  to  which  he  was  pleafed  to  liften  with  great  attention. 

I  acknowledged,  that  though  educated  very  ftriftly  in  the  principles  of 
religion,  I  had  for  fome  time  been  mifled  into  a  certain  degree  of  infidelity  j 
but  that  I  was  come  now  to  a  better  way  of  dunking,  and  was  fully  fatisfied 
of  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  revelation,  though  I  was  not  clear  as  to  every 
point  confidered  to  be  orthodox.  Being  at  all  times  a  curious  examiner  of 
the  human  mind,  and  pleaied  with  an  undiiguifed  diiplay  of  what  had  pafled 
in  it,  he  called  to  me  with  warmth,  **  Give  me  your  hand  j  I  have  taken  a 
liking  to  you."  He  then  began  to  delcant  upon  the  force  of  teflimony,  and 
the  litde  we  could  know  of  final  cauies ;  fo  that  the  objeftions  of,  why  was  it 
(b  ?  or  why  was  it  not  fo  ?  ought  not  to  difhirb  us :  adding,  that  he  himielf 
had  at  one  period  been  guilty  of  a  temporary  negleft  of  reli^on,  but  that  it 
was  not  the  refult  of  argument,  but  mere  abfence  of  thought. 

After  having  given  credit  to  rq)orts  of  his  bigotry,  I  was  agreeably  fur- 
prized  when  he  exprefled  the  following  very  liberal  fentiment,  which  has  the 
addidonal  value  of  obviating  an  objeftion  to  our  holy  religion,  founded  upon 
the  difcordant  tenets  of  Chriltians  themfelves  :  "  For  my  part.  Sir,  1  think  all 
ChrifUans,  whether  Papifts  or  Proteflants,  agree  in  the  eflendal  articles,  and  , 
that  their  differences  are  trivial,  and  rather  polidcal  than  religious.'* 

We  talked  of  belief  in  ghofts.  He  faid,  *^  Sir,  I  make  a  diftinftion 
between  what  a  man  may  experience  by  the  mere  ftrength  of  his  imagination, 
and  what  imagination  cannot  poflibly  produce.  Thus,  fuppofe  I  fhould  think 
that  I  faw  a  form,  and  heard  a  voice  cry  *  Johnfon,  you  are  a  very  wicked 
fellow,  and  unlefs  you  repent  you  will  certainly  be  punilhedi*  my  own  unwor- 
thineis  is  fo  deeply  imprejQfed  upon  my  mind,  that  I  might  imagine  I  thus  faw 
and  heard,  and  therefore  I  fhould  not  believe  that  an  external  communication 
had  been  made  to  me.  But  if  a  form  fhould  appear,  and  a  voice  fhould  tell 
me  that  a  particular  man  had  died  at  a  particular  place,  and  a  particular 
hour,  a  faft  which  I  had  no  apprehenfion  of,  nor  any  means  of  knowing,  and 
this  faft  with  all  its  circumfVances  fhould  afterwards  be  unqueftionably  proved, 
I  fhould,  in  that  cafe  be  perfuaded  that  I  had  fupernatural  intelligence  imparted 


to  me.'' 


Here  it  is  proper,  once  for  all,  to  give  a  true  and  fair  flatement  of  Johnfbn's 
way  of  thinking  upon  tlie  queflion  whether  departed  fpirits  are  ever  permitted 

F  f  2  *  to 
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«7^-  to  appear  in  this  worid,  or  in  any  way  to  operate  upon  human  life.  He  has 
iEuit^  54.  ^^^^  ignorantly  mifreprefented  as  weakly  credulous  upon  that  llibjeft ;  and 
therefore,  though  I  feel  an  inclination  to  dildain  and  treat  with  filent  contempt 
fo  abfurd  a  notion  concerning  my  illuftrious  friend,  yet  as  I  find  it  has  gained 
ground,  it  is  necelTary  to  refute  it.  The  real  fad  then  is,  that  Johnfon  had 
a  very  philofophical  mind,  and  iuch  a  rational  refpedt  for  tefcmony,  as  to 
make  him  fubmit  his  underftanding  to  what  was  authentically  proved,  though 
he  could  not  comprehend  why  it  was  fo.  Being  thus  dilpofed,  he  was  willirtg 
to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  any  relation  of  fupematural  agency,  a  general 
belief  of  which  has  prevailed  in  aU  nations  and  ages.  But  fb  far  was  he  from 
being  the  dupe  of  implicit  faith^  that  he  examined  the  matter  with  a  jealous 
attention,  and  no  man  vras  more  ready  to  refute  its  falihood  when  he  had 
difcovered  it.  Churchill,  in  his  poem  entitled  "  The  Ghoft,"  availed  him- 
felf  of  the  abfurd  credulity  imputed  to  Johnfon,  and  drew  a  caricature  of  him  * 
under  the- name  of  "  Pomposo,"  reprefenting  him  as  one  of  the  believers  of 
the  ftory  of  a  Ghoft  in  Cock-lane,  which  in  the  year  1762  had  gained  very 
general  credit  in  London.  Many  of  my  readers,  I  am  convinced,  are  to  this 
hour  under  an  impreffion  that  Johnfon  was  thus  foolilhly  deceived.  It  wiH 
therefore  furprize  them  a  good  deal  when  they  are  informed  upon  undoubted 
authority,  that  Johnfon  was  one  of  thoie  by  whom  die  impoflure  was  detected; 
The  ftory  had  become  fo  popular,  that  he  thought  it  fbould  be  inveftigated  j 
and  in  this  refearch  he  was  afliflcd  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Douglas,  now  Bifhop 
of  Carlifle,  the  great  detefter  of  impoltures,  who  informs  me,  that  after  Ac 
gendemen  who  went  and  examined  into  the  evidence  were  fatisfied  of  its 
fallity,  Johnfon  wrote  in  their  prefence  an-  account  of  it,  which  was  publifhed 
in  the  newipapers  and  Genderaan'S  Magazine,,  and  undeceived  tjie  world  ^ 

Our 

^  The  account  was  as  follows :  ••Oh  the  night  of  the  i  ft  of  February,  many  geatIemen>.eBiI- 
nent  for  their  rank  and  chara^r,  were,  by  the  invitation  of  the  Reverend  Mr..Aldrich,.of 
Clerkenwelly  aflembled  at  his  houfe^  for  the  examination  of  the  noifes  fuppofed  to  be  made  by  a 
departed  ifiHt,.  fer  ^the  detection  of  fi>me  eoonnons  crime«. 

•'  About  ten  at  night  the  gentlemen  met  in  thp  chamber  in  which  the-  girl  -fuppofed  to  be  diC> 
tutbed  by  a  fpirit,  had>.  with  proper  caution,  been  put  to  bed  by  feveral  ladies^  They  fat  rathet 
knore  than  an  hour,  and  hearings  nothing,  went  down  ftairs,  when-  they  interrogated  the  father  .of 
the  girl,  who  denied,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  any  knawledge  or  belief  of  fraud.. 

••  The  fuppofed  fpirit  had  before  publickly  promifed,  by  an  aftirn^tive  knock,  that  it  would 
attend  one  of  the  gentlemen  into  the  vault  under  the  church  of  St;  John,  Clerkenwell,  where 
the  body  is  depofited,  and  give  a  token  of  her  prefence  there,  by  a  knock  upon  her  coffin ;  it  was 
iberefore  determined  to  make  this  trial  of  the  exiltence  or  veracity  of  the  fuppoCed  fpirit. 

••  WTule 
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Our  converfation  proceeded.     *'  Sir,  (faid  he)  I  am  a  friend  to  fubordi-      1763. 
nation,  as  moft  conducive  to  the  happinefs  of  fociety.     There  is  a  reciprocal  ^kZ^T^ 
pleafure  in  governing  and  being  governed." 

*'  Dr.  Goldfmith  is  one  of  the  firft  men,  we  now  have  as  an  authour,  and  he 
is  a  very  worthy  mail  too.  He  has  been  loofe  in  his  principles,  but  he  is 
coming  right." 

I  mentioned  Mallet's  tragedy  of  Elvira,  which  had  been  afted  the  pre- 
ceding winter  at  Drury-lane,  and  that  the  Honourable  Andrew  Erikine,  MrJ 
Dempfter,  and  myfelf,  had  joined  in  writing  a  pamphlet,  entitled  "  Critical 
Striftures"  againft  it*.  That  the  mildnefs  of  Dempftcr's  difpofition  had, 
however,  relented  y  and  he  had  candidly  faid,  "  We  have  hardly  a  right  to 
abufe  this  tragedy ;  for,  bad  as  it  is,  how  vain  ftiould  cither  of  us  be  to  write 
one  not  near  fogood."  Johnson-  *^  Why  no.  Sir;  this  is  not juft  reafoning. 
You  may  abufe  a  tragedy,  though  you  cannot  write  one.  You  may  fcold  a 
carpenter  who  has  made  you  a  bad  table,  though  you  cannot  make  a  table* 
It  is  not  your  trade  to  make  tables." 

When  I  talked  to  him  of  the  paternal  eftate  to  which  I  was  heir,  he  laid, 
*'  Sir,  let  me  tell  you,  that  to  be  a  Scotch  landlord,  where  you  have  a  number 
of  families  dependent  upon  you,  and  attached  to  you,  is,  perhaps,  as  high  a 
fituation  as  humanity  can  arrive  at.  A  merchant  upon  the  'Change  of 
London,  with  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds,    is  nothing:   an  Engliih  dukcj 

"  While  they  were  enqairing  and*  deliberating^  they  were  fammoned  into  the  girl's  chamber  by 
fome  ladies  who  were  near  her  bed,  afid  who  had  heard  knocks  and  fcratches.  When  the  gentle- 
men entered,  the  girl  declared  that  (he  felt  the  fpirit  like  a  moafe  upon  her  back,  and  was  required 
to  hold  her  hands  out  of  bbd*.  From  that  time,  though  the  fpirit  was  veiy  folemnly  required  to- 
manifeft  its  exiftence  by  appearance,  by  impreilion  on  the  hand  or  body  of  any  prcfent,  by 
fcratches,  knocks,  or  any  other  agency,  no  evidence  of  any  preter-natund  power  was  exhibited. 

*'  The  fpirit  was  then  very  ferioufly  advertifed  that  the  perfon  to  whom  the  promife  was 
made  of  ftriking  the  coffin,  was  then  about  to  vifit  the  vault,  and  that  the  performance  of  the- 
promife  was  then  claimed.  The  company  at  one  o'clock  went  into  the  church,  and  the  gentleman 
to  whom  the  promife  was  made,  went  with  another  into  the  vault.  The  fpirit  was  folemnly 
xequired  to  perform  its  promife,  but  nothing  more  than  filcnce  enfued  :  the  perfon  fuppofed  to  be 
jK:cufed  by  the  fpirit,  then  went  down  with  feveral  others,  but  no  effcA  was  perceived.  Upon 
their  return  they  examined  the  girl,  but  could  draw  no  confeffion  from  her.  Between  two  and> 
three  fhe  defired  and  was  permitted  to  go  home  with  her  father. 

"  It  is,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  the  whole  aflembly,  that  the  child  has  fome  art  of  making  or 
counterfeiting  a  particular  noife,  and  that  there  is  no  agency  of  any  higher  caufe." 

^  The  Critical  Review,  in  which  Mallet  himfelf  fometimes  wrote,  charaAerifed  this  pam- 
phlet as  "  the  crude  efforts  of  envy,  petulance,  and  felf-conceit.*'  There  being  thus  three 
epithets,  we  the  three  authours  had- a  homooroos  contention  how  each  (hoold  be  appropriated. 

Withi 


2«  THE    LIFE    OP    DR.    JOHKSON. 

•  1763.     with  an  immenfe  fortune,  is  nothing:  he  has  no  tenants  who  confider  them- 
^[^Jf!7  felves  as  under  his  patriarchal  care,  and  who  will  follow  him  to  the  field  upon 
any  emergency." 

His  notion  of  the  dignity  of  a  Scotch  landlord  had  been  formed  upon  what 
he  had  heard  of  the  Highland  Chiefs ;  for  it  is  long  fincc  a  lowland  landlord 
has  been  fo  curtailed  in  his  feudal  authority,  that  he  has  litdc  more  influence 
over  his  tenants  than  an  Englifh  landlord  j  and  of  late  years  moft  of  the 
Highland  Chiefs  have  deflroyed,  by  means  too  well  known,  the  princely 
power  which  they  once  enjoyed. 

He  proce>;ded :  "  Your  going  abroad.  Sir,  and  breaking  off  idle  habits, 
m^y  be  of  great  importance  to  you.  I  would  go  where  there  are  courts  and 
learned  men.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  Spain  that  has  not  been  perambulated. 
I  would  have  you  go  thither.  A  man  of  inferiour  talents  to  yours  may  furnilh 
us  with  ufeflil  obfervations  upon  that  country."  His  fuppofing  me,  at  that 
period  of  life,  capable  of  writing  an  account  of  my  travels  that  would  deferve 
to  be  read,  elated  me  not  a  little. 

I  appeal  to  every  impartial  reader  whether  thi^  faithful  detail  of  his  frank- 
nefs,  complacency,  and  kindnels  to  a  young  man,  a  ftranger  and  a  Scotchman, 
does  not  refute  the  unjufl  opinion  of  the  harfhnels  of  his  general  demeanour. 
His  occafional  reproofs  of  folly,  impudence,  or  impiety,  and  even  the  fuddcn 
Tallies  of  his  conftitutional  irritability  of  temper,  which  have  been  preferved 
for  the  poignancy  of  their  wit,  have  produced  that  opinion  among  thofe  who 
have  not  confidercd  that  fuch  inftances,  though  colleded  by  Mrs.  Piozzi  into 
a  fmall  volume,  and  read  over  in  a  few  hours,  were,  in  feft,  fcattered  through 
a  long  feries  of  years ;  years,  in  which  his  time  was  chiefly  (pent  in  inftrufting 
and  delighting  mankind  by  his  writings  and  converfation,  in  a<5ts  of  piety  to 
God,  and  good-will  to  men. 

I  complained  to  him  that  I  had  not  yet  acquired  much  knowledge,  and 
afked  hisv  advice  as  to  my  Ihidies.  He  faid,  "  Don't  talk  of  (hjdy  now.  I 
will  give  you  a  plan ;  but  it  will  require  fome  time  to  confider  of  it."  "  It 
is  very  good  in  you,  Mr.  Johnfon,  (I  replied)  to  allow  me  to  be  with  you 
thus.  Had  it  been  foretold  to  me  fome  years  ago  that  I  fhould  pafs  an  eve- 
ning with  the  authour  of  the  Rambler,  how  fhould  I  have  exulted  !"  What 
I  then  exprefled  was  fincerely  from  the  heart.  He  was  fatisfied  that  it  was,  and 
cordially  anfwtred,  ^Sir,*!  am  glad  we  have  met.  I  hope  we  fhall  pals 
many  evenings  and  mornings  too,  together."  We  finiftied  a  couple  t)f  botdes 
of  port,  and  fat  till  between  one  and  two  in  the  morning. 

4  He 
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He  wrote  this  year  in  the  Critical  Review  the  account  of  '<  Tekmachus^  a  '76j« 
Mafk,"  by  the  Reverend  George  Graham,  of  Eton  College.  The  (libjeft  of  l^gSTciu 
this  beautiful  poem  was  particularly  interefting  to  Johnfon,  who  had  much 
experience  of  "  the  conflift  fif  oppolite  principles/*  which  he  deicribes  as, 
^'  The  contention  between  pleafure  and  virtue,  a  ftruggle  which  will  always 
be  continued  while  the  prefent  fyftem  of  nature  ihall  fubfifl :  nor  can  hiftory 
or  poetry  exhibit  more  than  pleafure  triunniphing  over  virtue,  and  virtue  fub« 
jugadng  plealure." 

.  As  Dr.  Oliver  Goldfmith  will  frequendy  appear  in  this  narrative,  I  fhali 
endeavour  to  make  my  readers  in  fome  degree  acquainted  with  his  lingular 
chara&er.  He  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  a  contemporary  with  Mr.  Burke> 
at  Trinity  College,  Dublin>  but  did  not  then  give  much  promife  of  future 
celebrity.  He,  however,  obferved  to  Mr.  Malone,  that  "  though  he  made 
no  great  figure  in  mathematicks,  which  was  a  ftudy  in  much  repute  there,  he 
could  turn  an  Ode  of  Horace  better  than  any  of  them."  He  afterwards 
ftydied  phyfick  at  Edinburgh,  and  upon  the  Continent  s  and  I  have  been 
informed^  was  enabled  to  purfue  his  travels  on  foot,  partly  by  demanding  at 
Univerfides  to  enter  the  li^s  as  a  diiputant,  by  which,  according  to  the  cufloni 
of  many  of  them,  he  was  entided  to  the  prerpium  of  a  crown,  when  luckily 
fer  him  his  challenge  was  not  accepted;  (o  that,  as  I  once  obferved  to  Dr» 
Johnfon,  he  diluted  his  paflage  through  Europe.  He  then  came  to  England,, 
and  was  employed  fucceflively  in  the  capacities  (5f  an  ufher  to  an  academy)  a 
corrector  of  the  prefs,  a  reviewer,  and  a  writer  for  a  newipaper.  He  had 
iagacity  enough  to  cultivate  affiduoufly  the  acquaintance  of  Johnfon,  and  his 
guides  were  gradually  enlarged  by  the  contemplation  of  fuch  a  model.  To 
me  and  many  others  it  appeared  that  he  itudioufly  copied  th^  manner  of 
Johnfon^  though,  indeedi  upon  a  fmaller  fcale. 

At  this  dme  I  think  he  had  publifhed  nothing  with  his  name,  though  it  was 
pretty  generally  known  that  one  Dr.  Goldfrnitb  was  the  authour  of  **  An  Eflay  on 
the  prefent  State  of  polite  Literature,"  and  of  "  The  Citizen  of  the  World,'* 
a  feries  of  letters  fuppofcd  to  be  written  from  London  by  a  Chinefe.  Na 
man  had  the  art  of  dilplaying  with  more  advantage  as  a  writer,  whatever 
literary  acquifirions  he  made.  "  Nihil  quod  tetigit  non  omavii  *.'*  His  mind 
refcmbled  a  fertile,  but  thin  foil.  There  was  a  quick,  but  not  a  Ib-ong. 
vegetation,  of  whatever  chanced  to  he  thrown  upon  it.  No  deep  rpot 
could  be  (buck.    The  oak  of  the  forefl  did  not'  grow  there  j  but  the  elegant 

^  See  hit  Epiuph  in  Weftminfter  Abbey>  written  by  Dr.  Johnfon. 

Ihrubbery 
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1765.  flirubbery  and  the  fragrant  parterre  appeared  in  gay  fucccflion;  It  has  beat 
M^CcjI  generally  circulated  and  believed  that  he  was  a  mere  fool  in  converfation*; 
but,  in  truth,  this  has  been  greatly  exaggerated.  He  had,  no  doubt,  a  more 
than  common  fhare  of  that  hurry  of  ideas  which  we  often  find  in  his  country- 
men, and  which  fometimes  produces  a  laughable  confufion  in  exprefling  them. 
He  was  very  much  what  the  French* call  un  etourdiy  and  from  vanity  and  an 
eager  defire  of  being  conlpicuouV  wherever  he  was,  he  frequendy  talked  carc- 
lefsly  without  knowledge  of  the  fulyeft,  or  even  without  thought.  His  per- 
fon  was  fliort,  his  countenance  coarfe  and  vulgar,  his  deportment  that  of  a 
fchi)lar  aukwardly  afFefliing  the  eafy  gentleman.  Thofe  who  were  in  any  way 
diflanguifhcd,  excited  envy  in  him  to  fo  ridiculous  an  excefs,  that  the  inftances 
of  it  are  hardly  credible.  When  accompanying  two  beautiful  young"  ladies 
widi  their  mother  on  a  tour  in  France,  he  was  ferioufly  angry  that  more  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  them  than  to  him ;  and  once  at  the  exhibition  of  the  Fantoc- 
viniy  in  London,  when  thofe  who  fat  next  him  obferved  with  what  dexterity  a 
puppet  was  made  to  tofs  a  pike,  he  could  not  bear  that  it  fhould  have  fuch 
praife,  and  exclaimed  with  fome  warmth,  "  Pfhaw !  I  can  do  it  better  mjrfelf/' 
He,  I  am  afraid,  had  no  fetded  fyftem  of  any  fort,  fo  that  his  condu6t 
muft  not  be  ftriftly  fcrutinifed  -,  but  his  afie6tions  were  ibcial  and  generous, 
and  when  he  had  money  he  gave  it  away  very  liberally.  His  defire  of  imagi- 
nary confcquence  predominated  over  his  attention  to  truth.  When  bt  began 
to  rife  into  Qotice,  he  laid  he  had  a  brother  who  was.  Dean  of  Durham,  a 
fi£tion  fo  eafily  detected,  that  it  is  wonderfiil  how  he  fhould  have  been*  fo 
inconfiderate  as  to  hazard  it.  He  boafled  to  me  ait  this  time  of  the  power  of 
his  pen  in  commanding  money,  which  I  believe  was  true  in  a  certain  degree, 
though  in  the  inflance  he  gave  he  was  by  no  means  correft.  He  told  me  that 
he  had  fold  a  novel  for  four  hundred  pounds.     This  was  his  "  Vicar  of 

^  In  alloiion  to  this,  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  who  admired  his  writings,  {aid  he  was  *'  aq 
infpiied  ideot;"  and  Garrick.defcribed  him  as  one        , 

"  — — — —  for  ihojrtncfs  call'd  Noll, 

*'  Who  wrote  like  an  angel,  and  talk'd  like  poor  Poll/* 

Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  has  mentioned  to  me  that  he  frequently  heard  Goldfmith  talk  warmly  of  the 
pleafure  of  being  liked,  and  obferve  how  hard  it  would  be  if  literary  excellence  fhould  preclude  a 
man  from  that  fatisfadion,  which  he  perceived  it  often  did,  from  the  envy  which  attended  it ;  and 
therefore  Sir  Jofhua  was  convinced  that  he  was  intentionally  more  abfurd,  in  order  to  leflen  himielff 
in  focial  intercourse,  trufting  that  his  chara^r  would  be  fafficiently  fupported  by  his  works.  If 
it  indeed  was  his  intention  to  appear  abfurd  in  company,  he  was  often  very  fucceisfuL  But  with 
4Me  deference  to  Sir  Jofliua's  ingenuity,  I  think  the  conjeQure  too  refin^« 

WakcfielcU'' 
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Wakefield."  But  Johnfon  informed  me,  that  he  had  made  the  bargain  for  17^3- 
Goldfmithj^  and  the  price  was  fixty  pounds.  "  And,  Sir,  (faid  he)  a  fufficient  jE^it!  54! 
price  too,  when  it  was  fold  -,  for  then  the  fame  of  Goldfmith  had  not  been 
elevated,  as  it  afterwards  was,  by  his  *  Traveller}'  and  the  bookfeller  had  fuch 
faint  hopes  of  profit  by  his  bargain,  that  he  kept  the  manufcript  by  him  a 
long  time,  and  did  not  publifh  it  till  after  the  Traveller  had  appeared  Then, 
to  be  fure,  it  was  accidentally  worth  more  money." 

Mrs.  Piozzi  ^  and  Sir  John  Hawkins  ^  have  ftrangely  mif-ftated  the  hiftory 
of  Goldfmith's  fituation  and  Johnfon's  friendly  interference,  when  this  novel 
was  fold.     I  fliall  give  it  authentically  from  Johnfon's  own  exa6b  narration : 

-*'  I  received  one  morning  a  meflage  from  poor  Goldfmith  that  he  was  in 
great  diftrefs,  and,  as  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  come  to  me,  begging  that  I 
would  come  to  him  as  foon  as  pofiible.  I  fent  him  a  guinea,  and  promifed  to 
come  to  him  direftly.  I  accordingly  went  as  foon  as  I, was  dreft,  and  found 
that  his  landlady  had  arretted  him  for  his  rent,  at  which  he  was  in  a  violent 
paffion.  I  perceived  that  he  had  already  changed  my  guinea,  and  had  got  a 
bottle  of  Madeira  and  a  glafs  before  him.  I  put  the  cork  into  the  bottle, 
defired  he  would  be  calm,  and  began  to  talk  to  him  of  the  means  by  which 
he  might  be  extricated.  He  then  told  me  that  he  had  a  novel  ready  for  the 
prefs,  which  he  produced  to  me.  I  looked  into  it,  and  faw  its  merit  i  told 
the  landlady  I  Ihould  foon  return,  and  having  gone  to  a  booldellei",  fold  it  for 
fixty  pounds.  I  brought  Goldfmith  the  money,  and  he  difcharged  his  rent,, 
not  without  rating  his  landlady  in  a  high  tone  for  having  ufed  him  fo  ill'." 

My  next  meeting  with  Johnfon  was  on  Friday  the  i  ft  of  July,  when  he 
and  I  and  Dr.  Goldfmith  fupped  together  at  the  Mitre.  I  was  before  this 
time  pretty  well  acquainted  with  Goldfmith,  who  was  one  of  the  brighteft 

*  Anecdotes  of  Johnfon^  p.  119.  '  Life  of  Johnfon,  p.  420. 

'  It  may  not  be  improper  to  annex  here  Mrs.  Piozzi's  account  of  this  tranfa^ion,  in  her  owii 
words,  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  extreme  inaccuracy  with  which  all  her  anecdotes  of  Dr.  Johnibn 
are  related,  or  rather  difcoioured  and  diftorted.  **  I  have  forgotten  \^t  yesn,  but  it  could  fc^rcely 
I  think  be  later  than  1765  or  1766,  that  he  was  called  abruptly  from  our  houfs  after  dinner^  and 
•letuming  /Vi  ahmt  three  bomrs,  faid  he  had  been  with  an  enraged  authour,  whofe  landlady  prefled 
him  for  payment  within  doors,  while  the  bailiffs  befet  hkn  without ;  that  he  was  drinking  hinfelf 
drunk'Vix^  Madeira,  to  drown  care,  and  fretting  over  a  novel,  which,  when  finijhed^  was  to  be 
•his  mohale  fortune^  but  he  could  not  get  it  done  for  diflraSlion^  nor  could  he  ftep  out  of  doors  to 
oficr  it  for  fale.  Mr.  Johnfon,  therefore,  fct  away  the  bottle,  and  went  to  the  bookfeller,  iccom- 
fnending  the  performance,  and  dejiring  fame  immediate  relief  \  which  when  he  brought  back  to  the 
writer,  he  culled  the  inoman  of  the  houfe  dire&lj  to  partake  of  punch ,  and  pafs  their  time  in  merri* 
meat"    Anecdotes  of  Johnfon,  p»  119, 

G  g .  ornaments 
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ornaments  of  the  Johnfbnian  fchod.  Goldfinith*s  rdpcdlfol  attachment  to 
Johnfon  was  then  at  its  height ;  for  his  own  literary  reputadon  had  not  yet 
diftinguifhed  him  fo  much  as  to  excite  a  vain  defirc  of  competition  with  his  great 
tnafter.  -He  had  incrcafedmy  admiration  of  the  goodnefi  of  Johnfon*s  heart>" 
by  incidental  remarks  in  the  courfe  of  converfation,  fuch  as,  when  I  mentioned[ 
Mr.  Levet,  whom  he  entertained  under  his  roof,  **  He  is  poor  and  honeft, 
which  is  recommendation  enough  to  Johnfon  ;*'  and  when  I  wondered  that  he 
was  very  kind  to  a  man  of  whom  I  had  heard  a  very  bad  charadler,  "  He  is^ 
now  become  milerable,  and  that  infures  the  proteftion  of  Johnfon/* 

Goldfmidi  attempted  this  evening  to  maintain,  I  fuppofe  from  an  afie£bition 
of  paradox,  that  knowledge  was  not  defirable  on  its  own  account,  for  it  often 
was  a  fource  of  unhappinefi.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  that  knowledge  may 
in  fome  cafes  produce  unhappinefs,  I  allow.  But,  upon  the  whole,  know- 
ledge per/e  is  certainly  an  objeft  which  every  man  ^ould  wiih  to  attam> 
although,  perhaps,  he  may  not  take  the  trouble  neceflary  for  attaining  it." 

Dr.  John  Campbell,  the  celebrated  political  and  biographical  writer,  being 
mentioned,  Johnfon  iaid,  *^  Campbell  is  a  man  of  much  knowledge,  and  has 
a  good  Ihare  of  imagination.  His  *  Hermippus  Redivivus '  is  very  enter- 
taining, as  an  account  of  the  Hermetick  philofophy,  and  as  fumilhing  a 
curious  hiftory  of  the  extravagancies  of  the  human  mind.  If  it  were  merely 
imaginary,  it  would  be  nothing  at  all.  Campbell  is  not  always  rigidly  careful 
of  truth  in  his  converfation ;  but  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  thing  of  this 
careleflhefs  in  his  books.  Campbell  is  a  good  man,  a  pious  man.  I  am 
afraid  he  has  not  been  in  the  infide  of  a  church  for  many  years';  but  he 
never  pafles  a  church  without  pulling  off  his  hat.  This  fhews  that  he  has 
good  principles.  I  ufed  to  go  pretty  often  to  Campbell's  on  a  Sunday  even- 
ing, till  I  began  to  conlider  that  the  ihoals  of  Scotchmen  who  flocked  about 

'  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  he  was  mifinformed  as  to  this  circamftance.  I  own  I  am  jealous 
for  my  worthy  friend  Dr.  John  Campbell.  For  though  Milton  could  without  remorfe  abfent  him- 
felf  from  pubUck  worihip,  I  cannot.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  the  fame  habitual  impreffiona  upon 
my  mmd,  with  thofe  of  a  truly  venerable  Judge,  who  faid  to  Mr.  Langton,  **  Friend  Langtoii» 
if  I  have  not  ^een  at  church  on  Sunday,  I  do  not  feel  mylelf  eafy,"  Dr.  Campbell  was  a  fincerdy 
religious  man.  Lord  Macartney,  who  is  eminent  for  his  variety  of  knowledge,  and  attention  to 
men  of  talents,  and  knew  him  well,  told  me,  that  when  he  called  on  him  in  a  morning*  he  found 
him  reading  a  chapter  in  the  Greek  New  Teftament,  which  he  informod  his  Loidflup  was  his  coa- 
ftant  praaice.  The  quantity  of  Dr.  Campbell's  compofition  is  aknoft  incredible,  and  his  kboum 
brought  him  laige  profits.  Dr.  Jo&ph  "Warton  told  me  that  Johnfou  bid  of  him>  <<  He  is  the 
richeft  authour  that  ever  grazed  the  common  of  literatuie.'* 

him 
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lam  might  probably  lay,  when  any  thing  of  mine  was  well  done,  ^  Ay,  ay, 
he  has  learnt  this  of  Cawmzll  V 

He  talked  very  contcmptuoufly  of  Churchill's  poetry,  obferving,  that  **  it 
'had  a  temporary  currency,  only  from  it;s  audacity  of  abufe,  and  being  filled 
Ivith  living  names,  and  that  it  would  fink  into  oblivion/'  I  ventured  to 
hint  that  he  was  not  quite  a  fair  judge,  as  Churchill  had  attacked  him  violently. 
Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  I  am  a  very  faip  judgp.  He  did  not  attack  me 
violently  till  he  found  I  did  not  like  his  poetry  i  and  his  attack  on  me  ihall 
not  prevent  me  fi-om  continuing  to  fay  what  I  think  of  him,  from  an  appre- 
henfion  that  it  may  be  afcribed  to  refentment.  No,  Sir,  I  called  the  fellow  a 
blockhead  at  firft,  and  t  will  call  him  a  bbckhead  ftill.  However,  I  will 
acknowledge  that  I  have  a  better  opinion  of  him  now,  than  I  once  had  -,  for  he 
has  ihewn  more  fertility  than  I  eicpeded.  To  be  fure,  he  is  a  tree  that  cannojt 
produce  good  fruit  i  he  only  bears  crabs.  But,  Sir,  a  tree  that  produces  a 
great  many  crabs  is  better  than  a  tree  which  pixxluces  only  a  few." 

In  this  dq>reciation  of  Churchill's  poetry  I  could  not  agree  with  him.  U 
IS  very  true  that  the  greateft  part  of  it  is  upon  the  topicks  of  the  day,  on 
which  account,  as  it  brought  him  great  fiime  and  profit  at  the  time,  it  muft 
proportionally  (Ude  out  of  the  publick  attention  as  other  occafional  objedb 
ilicceed.  But  Churchill  had  extraordinary  vigour  both  of  thought  and  expre£- 
lion.  His  portraits  of  the  players  will  ever  be  valuable  to  the  true  lovers  of 
the  drama ;  and  his  ftrong  caricatures  of  feveral  eminent  men  of  his  age, 
will  not  be  foi^tten  by  the  curious.  Let  me  add,  that  there  are  in  his  works 
iTiaay  paf&ges  which  are  of  a  general  nature ;  and  his  ^'  Prophecy  of  Famine" 
is  a  poem  of  no  ordinary  merit.  It  is,  indeed,  falfely  injurious  to  Scotland  i 
but  therefore  may  be  allowed  a  greater  fhare  of  invention. 

Bonnel  Thornton  had  juft  publifhed  a  burlefque  "  Ode  on  St.  Cecilia's  day, 
adapted  to  the  ancient  Britiih  mufick,  viz.  the  lalt-box,  the  Jew*s-harp,  the 
marrow'bones  and  cleaver,  the  hum-ilrum  or  hurdy-gurdy,  &c."  Johnfon 
praifed  its  humoiir,  and  feemed  much  diverted  with  it.  He  repeated  the 
Allowing  paflage : 

*^  In  ftrains  more  exalted  the  falt-box  fhall  join, 

**  And  clattering  and  battering  and  clapping  combine ; 

"  With  n  rap  and  a  tap,  while  the  hollow  fide  founds, 

*'  Up  and  down  leaps  the  flap,  and  with  rattling  rebounds." 

G  g  a  I  mentioned 
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I  mentioned  riie  penodical  paper  called  The  Connoisseur.  He  fkid  ic 
wanted  matter. — ^No  doubt  it  has  not  the  deep  thinking  of  Johnfon's  writings; 
But  fiirely  it  has  juft  views  of  the  furfacc  of  life,  and  a  very  Iprightly  man- 
ner. His  opinion  of  The  World  was  not  much  higher  than  of  the  Con- 
noifleur. 

Let  me  here  apologize  for  the  imperfeft  manner  in  which  I  am  obliged  to 
exhibit  Johnfon's  converfation  at  this  period.  In  the  early  part  of  my  acquaint- 
ance with  him,  I  was  fo  wrapt  in  admiration  of  his  extraordinary  colloquial 
talents,  and  fo  litde  accuftomed  to  his  peculiar  mode  of  expreflion,  that  I 
found  it  extremely  difficult  to  recollect  and  record  his  converfation  with  its 
genuine  vigour  and  vivacity.  In  progrefs  of  time,  when  my  mind  was,  at  it; 
were,  ftrongly  impregnated  with  the  Johnibnian  asthcr^  I  could,  with  much 
more  facility  ahci  exaftneife,  carry  in  my  memory  and  commit  to  paper  the 
exuberant  variety  of  his  wildom  and  wit. 

At  this  time  Mife  Williams,  as  (he  was  dien  called,  though  flie  did  not 
refide  with  him  in  the  Temple  under  his  roof^  but  had  lodgings  in  Bolt-court, 
Fleet-ftrcet,  had  fo  much  of  his  attention,  that  he  every  night  drank  tea  with 
her  before  he  went  home,  however  late  it  niight  bc^  and  Ihc  always  fat  up 
for  him..  This,  it  may  be  fairly  conjeftured,  was  not  alone  a  proof  of  his 
regard  for  her,  but  j^f  his  own  unwillingnels  to  go  into  folitude  before  that 
unfeafonable  hour  at  which  he  had  habituated  himfelf  to  expeft  the  oblivion 
of  repofe.  Dr.  Goldfmith,  being  a  privileged  man,  went  with  him  this  night, 
ftrutting  away,  and  calling  to  me  with  an  air  of  fuperiority,  like  that  of  an 
efoterick  over  an  exoterick  difciple  of  a  lage  of  antiquity,  "  I  go  to  Mifi 
Williams."  I  confefs,  I  then  envied  him  this  mighty  privilege,  of  whicfi 
he  leemed  fo  proud  i  but  it  was  not  long  before  I  obtained  the  fam^  mark 
of  diftin^on. 

On  Tuefday  the  5th  of  July,  I  again  vifited  Johnfon.  He  told  me  he  had 
looked  into  the  poems  of  a  certain  pretty  voluminous  modem  writer,  which  had 
lately  come  out,  but  could  find  no  thinking  in  them.  Boswell.  <*  Is  there  not 
imagination  in  them.  Sir  ?^*  Johnson.  «*  Why,  Sir,  there  is  in  them  what  wen 
imagination,  but  it  is  no  more  imagination  in  bim^  than  found  is  found  in  the 
echo.  And  his  diftion  too  is  not  his  own.  We  have  long  ago  feen  wbitcr^- 
robed  innocence,  2sA  flower-bejpangled  meads. ^^ 

Talking  of  London,  he  obferved,  "  Sir,  if  you  wifh  tof^  have  a  juft  notioix 
of  the  magnitude  of  this  city,  you  muft  not  be  farisfied  with  feeing  its  great 
ibeets  and  fquares,  but  muft  furvey  the  innumerable  little  lanes  and  courts. 
It  is  not  in  the  Ihewy  evolutions  of  buildings,  but  in  the  multiplicity  pf  humaa 

habitations 
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habitations  which  are  crouded  together,  that  the  wonderful  immenfity  of 
London  confifts."— I  have  often  amufed  myfelf  with  thinking  how  different 
a  place  London  is  to  different  people.  They,  whofe  narrow  minds  are  con- 
trafted  to  the  confidepation  of  fome  one  particular  purfuit,  view  it  only  through 
that  medium.  A  politician  thinks  of  it  merely  as  the  feat  of  government  in 
its  different  departments  -,  a  grazier,  as  a  vafl  market  for  cattle ;  a  mercantile 
man,  as  a  place  where  a  prodigious. deal  of  bufinefs  is  done  upon  'Change; 
a  dramatick  enthufiafl,  as  the  grand  fcene  of  theatrical  entertainments  j  a 
man  of  pleafure,  as  an  affemblage  of  taverns,  and  the  great  emporiurq  for 
ladies  of  eafy  virtue.  But  the  intelleftual  man  is  flruck  with  it,  as  compre- 
hending the  whole  of  human  life  in  all  its  variety,  the  contemplation  of  which 
is  inexhauftible. 

On  Wedncfday,  July  6,  he  was  engaged  to  fup  widi  me  at  my  lodgings  in; 
Downing-ftreet,.  Weftminfler.  But  on  the  preceding  night  my  landlord  having 
behaved  very  rudely  to  me  and  fbme  company  who  were  with  me,  I  had 
refolved  not  to  remain  another  night  •  in  his  houfe.  •  I  was  exceedingly  unealy 
at  the  aukward  appearance  I  fuppofed  I  fhould  make  to  Johnlbn  and  the 
other  gentlemen  whom  I  had  invited,  not  being  able  to  receive  them  at  home> 
and  being  obliged  to  order  fupper  at  the  Mitre.  I  went  to  Johnfbn  in  the 
morning,  and  talked  of  it  as  of  a  ferious  diilrefs.  He  laughed,  and  iaid^ 
. "  Confidcr,  Sir,  how  infignificant  this  will  appear  a  twelvemonth  hence."-— 
Were  this  confideration  to  be  applied  to  mofl  of  the  little  vexatious  incidents, 
of  life,  by  which  our  quiet  is  too  often  diiturbed,  it  would  prevent  many 
painful  fenfations.  I  have  tried  it  frequently,  with  good  effeft.  "  ThereC  is 
nothing  (continued  he)  in  this  mighty  misfortune ;  nay,  we  fhall  be  better  at  the* 
Mitre."  I  told  him  that  I  had  been  at  Sir  John  Fielding's  office,  complainings 
of  my  landlord,  and  had  been  informed,  that  though  I  had  taken  my  lodgings 
for  a  year,  I  might,  upon  proof  of  his  bad  behaviour,  quit  them  when  I 
pleafed,  without  being  under  an  obligation  to  pay  rent  for  any  longer  time 
than  while  I  pofleffed  them.  The  fertility  of  Johnfon's  mind  could  fhew  itfelf 
even  upon  fo  fmall  a  matter  as  this.  "  Why,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  fuppofe  this 
miift  be  the  law,  fince  you  have  been  told  fb  in  Bow-flreet.  But,  if  your 
landlord  could  hold  you  to  your  bargain,  and  the  lodgings  fhould  be  yours  for 
a  year,  you  may  certainly  ufe  them  as  you  think  fit.  So,  Sir,  you  may 
quarter  two  life-guardmen  upon  him  i  or  you  may  fend  the  greatefl  fcoundrel 
you  can  find  into  your  apartments  -,  or  you  may  fay  that  you  want  to  make 
fome  experiments  in  natural  philofophy,  and  may  bum  a  large  quantity  of 

tlTafoetida  in  his  houfe/' 

I  cannot 


'^     '  ^ 
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I  cannot  allow  any  fragnient  whatever  that  floats  in  my  memory  concerning 
the  great  fubjed  of  this  work  to  be  loft.  Though  a  fmall  particular  nuy 
appear  trifling  to  fome,  it  will  be  relifljed  by  others,  while  every  little  fpark 
tidds  fomething  to  the  general  blaze*  And  to  pleafe  the  true,  candid>  warm 
admirers  of  Johnibn>  and  in  any  degree  increale  the  fplendour  of  his  reputa- 
tion, I  bid  defiance  to  the  Ihafts  of  ridicule,  or  even  of  malignity ;  thoufands 
of  them  have  been  difcharged  at  my  ^*  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,'' 
yet  it  (till  fails  unhxut  <^  along  the  ftream  of  time,"  and  as  an  attendant  upoa 
Johnlbn, — ^^  Purlues  the  triumph,  and  partakes  the  gale/' 

I  had  as  my  guefls  this  evening  at  the  Mitre  tavern.  Dr.  Johnfon,  Dr. 
Goldfmith,  Mn  Thomas  Davies,  Mn  Eccles,  an  Irifh  gentleman,  for  whofe 
agreeable  company  I  was  obliged  to  Mn  Davies,  and  the  Reverend  Mn 
Og^vic,  a  Scotch  clergyman,  authour  of  feveral  poems,  who  was  very  defirom 
of  being  in  company  with  my  illuftrious  friend,  while  I,  in  nvy  turn,  was 
proud  to  have  the  honour  of  fliewing  one  of  my  countrynien  upon  what  eafy 
terms  Johnfon  permitted  me  to  live  with  him. 

Goldfmith,  as  ufual,  endeavoured,  with  too  much  eageme(s,  to  fhine,  azvl 
diiputed  very  warmly  with  Johnfon  againft  the  well-known  maxim  of  the 
Britifli  conftitution,  ^^  the  King  can  do  no  wrong  /'  affirming,  that  ^*  what 
was  morally  falfe  could  not  be  politically  true ;  and  as  the  King  might,  in  the 
exercife  of  his  regal  power,  command  and  caule  die  doing  of  what  was  wrong, 
it  certainly  might  be  faid,  in  fcnk  and  in  reafbn,  that  he  could  do  wrong/' 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  are  to  confider,  that  in  our  conftitution,  according  to 
its  true  principles,  the  King  is  the  head ;  he  is  fupreme ;  he  is  above  every 
thing,  and  there  is  no  power  by  which  he  can  be  tried.  Therefore  it  is.  Sir,  that 
we  hold  the  King  can  do  no  wrongs  that  whatever  may  happen  to  be  wrong  in 
government  may  not  be  above  our  reach,  by  being  afcribed  to  Majcfty. 
Redrefs  is  always  to  be  had  againft  <^preflk>n,  by  punifhing  the  immedia&e 
agents.  The  King,  though  he  fhould  command,  cannot  force  a  Judge  to 
condemn  a  man  unjuftly ;  therefore  it  is  the  Judge  whom  we  profecute  and 
punifh.  Political  inftitutions  are  formed  upon  the  confideration  of  what  will 
moft  frequendy  tend  to  the  good  of  the  whole,  although  now  and  then 
exceptions  may  occur.  Thus  it  is  better  in  general  that  a  nation  fhould  have 
a  fupreme  legiflative  power,  akhough  it  may  at  times  be  abufed.  Aijd  then. 
Sir,  there  is  this  confideration,  that  i/tbe  ahufe  he  enormous^  Nature  wiU  rife  up, 
and  claiming  her  oriffnal  rights^  (rvertum  a  corrupt  plitictAjyfim*^  I  njajrk  this 
animated  fentence  with  peculiar  pleaforej  as  a  noble  ihftancc  of  that  truly 
dignified  fpirit  of  j&eedom  which  ever  glowed  in  hi*;  jjieajrt,  though  he  w^ 
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charged  with  flavifh  tenets  by  iliperficial  obiervers,  becaiile  he  was  at  all     <7^i« 
times  indignant  againft  that  fidfe  patriodihiy  that  pretended  love  of  fiieedom,  ^^J^jJ^TT 
that  unruly  refUefliiefsi  which  is  inconfiftent  widi  the  ilable  authority  of  any 
good  government. 

This  generous  fendment,  which  he  uttered  with  great  fervour,  ftruck  me 
exceedingly^  and  ftirred  my  blood  to  that  pitch  of  fancied  refiftance,  the  pofli* 
bility  of  which  I  am  glad  to  keep  in  mind»  but  to  which  I  truft  I  never  Audi 
be  forced. . 

"  Great  abilitica  (faid  he)  are  not  requifite  for  an  Hiftorian ;  for  in  hiftorical 
Compofidon^  all  the  greateft  powers  of  the  human  mind  are  quiefcent.  He 
has  h&s  ready  to  his  hand ;  fo  there  is  no  exercife  of  invendon*  Im^inadm 
is  not  required  iii  any  hi^  d^ree  -,  only  about  as  much  as  is  ufed  in  the  lower 
kinds  of  poetry.  Some  penetradon^  accuracy,  and  colouring  will  fit  a  man 
for  the  talk,  if  he  can  give  the  application  which  is  neceflary/* 

^'  Bayle's  Di£tionary  is  a  very  ufefiil  work  for  thofe  to  confult  who  love  the 
biographical  part  of  literature,  which  is  what  I  love  moft-^ 

Talking  of  the  eminent  writers  in  Queen  Anne's  reign,  he  obferved,  **  I 
think  Dr.  Arbuthnot  the  firft  nun  among  them.  He  was  the  moft  univerial 
genius,  being  an  excellent  phyfician,  a  man  of  deep  learning,  and  a  man  of 
much  humour.  Mr.  Addifon  was,  to  be  iiire,  a  great  man^  his  learning  was 
not  profounds  but  his  morality,  his  humour,  and  his  elegance  of  writing,  (et 
him  very  high." 

Mr.  Ogilvie  was  unlucky  enough  to  choofe  for  the  topick  of  his  converia- 
don  the  praifes  of  his  nadve  country*  *  He  began  widi  faying,  that  there  was 
Very  rich  land  round  Edinburgh.  GoUfmith,  who  had  ftudied  phyfick  there, 
contradifted  this,  very  untruly,  with  a  fiiecring  laugh.  Difconcerted  a  litde  by 
this,  Mn  Ogilvie  then  took  new  ground,  where,  I  fuppofe,  he  thought  him- 
fclf  perfeftly  fafe  j  for  he  obferved,  that  Scotland  had  a  great  many  noWe 
wild  prolpcfts.  Johnson.  "  I  believe,  Sir,  you  have  a  great  many.  Norway> 
too,  has  noble  wild  prolpe(£bi  and  Lapland  is  remarkable  for  prodigious 
iioble  wild  profpefts.  But,  Sir,  let  me  tell  you,  the  nobleft  proi^^dt  which  a 
Scotchman  ever  fees,  is  the  high  road  that  leads  him  to  England !"  This 
unexpefted  and  pointed  fally  produced  a  roar  of  applaufc.  After  all,  how- 
ever, thofe,  who  admire  the  rude  grandeur  of  Nature,  cannot  deny  it  to 
Caledonia. 

On  Satunlay,  July  9,  I  found  Johnfon  forrounded  with  a  numerous  levee, 
but  have  not  prefervcd  any  part  of  his  converfadon.  On  the  14th  we  had 
another  evening  by  ourfelves  at  the  Mitre*    It  happening  to  be  a  very  rainy 
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»7^3*  TD^t,  I  made  fome  commoii-place  obfervations  on  the  relaxation  of  nerves 
iEtau  CA.  ^^^  depreflibn  of  Ipirits  which  fuch  weather  occafioned  $  adding,  however,  that 
it  was  good  for  the  vegetable  creation.  Johnfon,  who,  as  we  have  already 
leen,  denied  that  the  temperature  of  the  air  had  any  influence  on  the  human 
frame,  anfwered,  with  a  fmile  of  ridicule,  **  Why  yes.  Sir,  it  is  good  for 
vegetables,  and  for  the  animals  who  eat  thofe  vegetables,  and  for  the  animals 
who  eat  thofe  animals."  This  obfervarion  of  his  apdy  enough  introduced  a 
good  fupper  j  and  I  foon  forgot,  in  Johnfon's  company,  the  influence  of  a 
moift  atmolphere. 

Feeling  myfelf  now  quite  at  eafe  as  his  companion,  though  I  had  all  pofll- 
i>le  reverence  for  him,  I  exprefled  a  regret  that  I  could  not  be  fo  eafy  with  my 
father,  though  he  was  not  much  older  than  him,  and  certainly  had  not  more 
learning  and  greater  abilities  to  deprels  me.  I  afked  him  the  reafon  of  this. 
Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir,  I  am  a  man  of  the  world.  I  live  in  the  world,  and 
I  take,  in  fome  degree,  the  colour  of  the  world  as  it  moves  along.  Your 
father  is  a  Judge  in  a  remote  part  of  the  ifland^  and  all  his  notions  are  taken 
from  the  old  world.  Befides,  Sir,  there  muft  always  be  a  ftruggle  between 
a  father  and  fon,  while  one  aims  at  pdwer  and  the  other  at  independence/* 
I  faid,  I  was  afraid  my  father  would  force  me  to  be  a  lawyer.  Johnson. 
**  Sir,  you  need  not  be  afraid  of  his  forcing  you  to  be  a  laborious  pradtifing 
lawyer ;  that  is  not  in  his  power.  For  as  the  proverb  fays,  ^  One  man  may 
lead  a  horfe  to  the  water,  but  twenty  cannot  make  him  drink.*  He  may  be 
dilplcafed  that  you  are  not  what  he  wifhes  you  to  be ;  but  that  dilpleafure  will 
not  go  far.  If  he  infills  only  on  your  having  as  much  law  as  is  neceffary  for 
a  man  of  property,  and  then  endeavours  to  get  you  into  Parliament,  he  is 
quite  in  the  right.** 

He  enlarged  very  convincingly  upon  the  excellence  of  rhyme  over  blank 
verfe  in  Englilh  poetry.  I  mentioned  to  him  that  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  in  his 
leftures  upon  compofition,  when  I  ftudied  under  him  in  the  College  of 
Glafgow,  had  maintained  the  fame  opinion  ftrenuoufly,  and  I  repeated  fome  of 
his  arguments.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  was  once  in  company  with  Smith,  and  we 
did  not  take  to  each  other  j  but  had  I  known  that  he  loved  rhyme  as.  much 
as  you  tell  me  he  does,  I  Ihould  have  hugged  him.'* 

Talking  of  thofe  who  denied  the  truth  of  Chrift:ianity,  he  faid,  **  It  is 
always  eafy  to  be  on  the  negative  fide.  If  a  man  were  now  to  deny  that  there  is 
fait  upon  the  table,  you  could  not  reduce  him  to  an  abfurdity.  Come,  let  us 
try  this  a  little  further.  I  deny  that  Canada  is  taken,  and  I  can  fupport  my 
denial  by  pretty  good  arguments.     The  French  are  a  much  more  numerous 

people 
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j^eople  Aan  we  5  and  it  is  not  likely  that  they  would  aUow  us  to  take  it.  *  But  >7^3- 
the  miniftry  have  aflured  us,  m  all  the  formality  of  the  Gazette,  that  it  is  ^^JfTl! 
taken.'— Very  true.  But  the  miniftry  have  put  us  to  an  enormous  expence 
by  the  war  in  Ameriea,  and  it  is  their  intereft  to  perfuade-  us  that  w^  have  got 
fomething  for  our  money.—'  But  the  fadt  is  confirmed  by  thoufands  of  men 
who  wereat  the  taking  of  it/ — ^Ay,  but  thefe  men  have  (till  more  intereft  ift 
deceiving  us.  They  don't  want  you  fliould  think  the  French  have  beat  them, 
but  that  they  have  beat  the  French.  Now  fuppofe  you  Ihould  go  over  and 
find  that  it  is  really  taken,  that  would  only  fatisfy  yourfelf ;  for  when  you  come 
home  we  will  not  believe  you.  We  will  fay  you  have  been  bribed. — ^Yet, 
Sir,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  plaufible  objeftions,  we  have  no  doubt  that 
Canada  is  really  ours.  Such  is  the  weight  of  common  teftimony.  How 
much  ftronger  are  the  evidences  of  the  Chriftian  religion  ?*" 

^*  Idlenefs  is  a  difeafe  which  muft  be  combated ;  but  I  would  not  advife  a 
rigid  adherence  to  a  particular  plan  of  ftudy.  I  myfelf  have  never  perfifted 
in  any  plan  for  two  days  together.  A  man  ought  to  read  juft  as  inclination 
leads  him  j  for  what  he  reads  as  a  talk  will  do  him  little  good.  A  young 
man  Ihould  read  five  hours  in  a  day,  and  fo  may  acquire  a  great  deal  of 
knowledge." 

To  a  man  of  vigourous  intelleft  and  ardent  curiofity  like  his  own,  readr 
ing  without  a  regular  plan  may  be  beneficial  j  though  even  fuch  a  man  muft 
fubmit  to  it,  if  he  would  attain  a  fijU  underftanding  of  any  of  the  (ciences. 

To  fuch  a  degree  of  unreftrained  franknefs  had  he  now  accuftomed  me, 
that  in  the  courfe  of  this  evenmg  I  talked  of  the  numerous  refle(5tioiis  which 
had  been  thrown  out  againft  him  on  account  of  his  having  accepted  a  penfion 
from  his  prefent  Majefty.  **  Why,  Sir>  (faid  he,  with  a  hearty  laugh,)  it  is 
a  mighty  fooliih  aoife  that  they  make  *.  I  have  accepted  of  a  penfion  as  a 
reward  which  has  been  thought  due  to  my  literary  merit  -,  and  now  that  1  have 
this  penfion,  I  am  the  fame  man  in  every  refpeft  that  I  have  ever  been  -,  I 
retain  die  fame  principles.  It  is  true,  that  I  cannot  now  curfe  (fmiling)  the 
houfe  of  Hanover ;  nor  would  it  be  decent  for  me  to  drink  King  James's 
health  in  the  wine  that  King  George  gives  me  money  to  pay  for.  But,  Sir, 
I  think  that  the  pleafure  of  curfing  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  and  drinking  King 
James's  health,  are  amply  overbalanced  by  three  hundred  pounds  a  year/' 

*  When  I  mentioned  the  fame  idle  clamoar  to  him  feveral  years  afterwards,  he  faid,  with  a 
£mle,  *•  I  wilh  my  penfion  were  twice  ;ts  large,  that  they  might  make  twice  as  much  noift." 

Hh  There 
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1 7^3'  There  was  here,  moft  certainly,  an  afFeftation  of  more  Jacobitifm  than  he 

iEut^  C4.  really  had,  and  indeed  an  intention  of  admitting,  for  the  moment,  in  a  much 
greater  extent  than  it  really  exifted,  the  charge  of  dilaffeftioh  imputed  to  him 
by  the  world,  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  (hewing  how  dexteroufly  he  could 
repel  an  attack,  even  though  he  were  placed  in  the  moft  difadvantagcous 
pofition ;  for  I  have  heard  him  declare,  that  if  holding  up  his  right  hand 
would  have  fecured  vidtory  at  CuUoden  to  Prince  Charles's  army,  he  w;as  not 
fure  he  would  have  held  it  up  j  fo  little  confidence  had  he  in  the  right  claimed 
by  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  and  fo  fearful  was  he  of  the  confequences  of  another 
revolution  on  the  throne  of  Great-Britain ;  and  Mr.  Topham  Bcauclerk  affured 
me,  he  had  heard  him  fay  this  before  he  had  his  penfion.  At  another  time  he 
faid  to  Mr.  Langton,  "  Nothing  has  ever  offered  that  has  made  it  wordi  my 
while  to  confider  the  queftion  fully."  He,  however,  alfo  laid  to  the  fame 
gendeman,  talking  of  King  James  the  Second,  "  It  was  become  impoffible 
for  him  to  reign  any  longer  in  this  country.*'  He  no  doubt  had  an  early  attach- 
ment  to  the  houfe  of  Stuart ;  but  his  zeal  had  cooled  as  his  reafon  ftrengthcfned. 
Indeed  I  heard  him  once  fay,  that  "  after  the  death  of  a  violent  Whig,  with 
whom  he  ufed  to  contend  with  great  eagernefs,  he  felt  his  Toryifm  much 
abated '."     I  fuppofe  he  meant  Mr.  Walmfley. 

He  advifed  me,  when  abroad,  to  be  as  much  as  I  could  with  die  Profeflbrs 
in  the  Univerfiries,  and  with  the  Clergy  j  for  from  their  converfation  I  might, 
expeft  the  beft  accounts  of  every  thing  in  whatever  country  I  fhould  be,  with 
the  additional  advantage  of  keeping  my  learning  alive. 

It  will  be  obferved,  that  when  giving  me  advice  as  to  my  travels.  Dr. 
Johnfon  did  not  dwell  upon  cities,  and  palaces,  and  pidtures,  and  fhews,  and 
Arcadian  fcenes.  He  was  of  Lord  Effex's  opinion,  who  advifes  his  kinfixiaa 
Roger  Earl  of  Rutland,  **  rather  to  go  an  hundred  moles  to  fpeak  with  one 
wife  man,  than  five  miles  to  fee  a  fair  town  *." 

I  defcribed  to  him  an  impudent  fellow  from  Scodand,  who  affefted  to  be 
a  favage,  and  railed  at  all  eftabliflied  fyftems.  Johnson.  "  There  is  nothing 
furprizing  in  this>  Sir..  He  wants  to  make  himfelf  conipicuous.  He  would 
tumble  in  a  hog-ftye>  as  long  as  you  looked  at  him  and  called  to  him  to 
con>e  out,.  But  let  him  alone,  never  mind  him,  and  he'U  foon  give  it  over.'' 

I  added)  that  the  fame  perfon  maintained  that  there  was  no  diftindtion  between 
virtue  and/vice,     Johnson.  "Why,  Sir,  if  the  fellow  does  not  think  as  he 

*  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  tbe  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  4P2«  ^ 
^  Letter  to  Rutland  on  Traye]>  i59$.. 
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(peaks,  he  is  lying;  and  I  fee  not  what  honour  he  can  propofc  to  himfelf     ^1^3* 
from  having  the  charafter  of  a  lyar.     But  if  he  does  really  think  that  there  is  ^UTTj! 
no  diftindtion  between  virtue  and  vice,  why,  Sir,  when  he  leaves  our  houfcs, 
let  us  count  our  fpoons." 

Sir  David  Dalrymple,  now  one  of  the  Judges  of  Scotland  by  the  title  of 
Lord  Hailes,  had  contributed  much  to  increafe  my  high  opinion  of  Johnfon, 
on  account  of  his  writings,  long  before  I  attained  to  a  perfonal  acquaintance 
with  him ;  I,  in  return,  had  informed  Johnfon  of  Sir  David's  eminent  cha- 
rafter  for  learning  and  religion;  fed  Johnfon  was  fo  much  pleafcd,  that 
at  one  of  our  evening  meetings  he  gave  him  for  his  toaft.  I  at  this  time  kept 
up  a  very  frequent  correlpondence  with  Sir  David ;  and  I  read  to  Dr.  Johnfon 
to-night  the  following  paffagc  from  the  letter  which  I  had  laft  received  from 
him :  ^ 

"  It  gives  me  plcafurc  to  think  that  you  have  obtained  the  friendfhip  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Johnfon.  He  is  one  of  the  beft  moral  writers  which  England  has 
produced.  At  the  fame  time,  I  envy  you  the  free  and  undifguifed  converfe 
with  fuch  a  man.  May  I  beg  you  to  prefent  my  beft  relp^fts  to  him,  and  to 
aflure  him  of  the  veneration  which  I  entertain  for  the  authour  of  the  Rambler 
and  of  Raflelas  ?  Let  me  recommend  this  laft  work  to  you ;  with  the 
Rambler  you  certainly  are  acquainted.  In  Raflelas  you  will  fee  a  tender- 
hearted operator,  who  probes  the  wound  only  to  heal  it.  Swifts  on  the  con- 
trary, mangles  human  nature.  He  cuts  and  flaflies,  as  if  he  took  pleafurc  • 
in  the  operation,  like  the  tyrant  who  faid,  Itaferi  utjejentiat  etnari'*  Johnfon 
feemed  to  be  much  gratified  by  this  juft  and  well-turned  compliment. 

He  recommended  to  me  to  keep  a  journal  of  my  life,  full  and  unreferved* 
He  faid  it  would  be  a  very  good  excrcife,  and  would  yield  me  great  fatisfac- 
tion  when  the  particulars  were  faded  from  my  remembrance.  I  was  uncom- 
monly fortunate  in  having  had  a  previous  coincidence  of  opinion  with  him 
oipon  this  fubjeft,  for  I  had  kept  fuch  a  journal  for  fome  time;  and  it  was 
no  fmall  plcafure  to  me  to  have  this  to  tell  him,  and  to  receive  his  approba- 
tion. He  counfcUed  me  to  keep  it  private,  and  faid  I  might  furely  have  a 
friend  who  would  bum  it  in  cafe  of  my  death.  From  this  habit  I  have  been 
enabled  to  give  the  world  fo  many  anecdotes,  which  would  otherwife  have 
been  loft  to  pofterity,  I  mentioned  that  I  was  afraid  I  put  into  my  journal 
too  many  litde  incidents.  Johnson.  *'  There  is  nothing.  Sir,  too  little  for 
fo  litde  a  creature  as  man.  It  is  by  ftudying  little  things  that  we  attain  the 
great  art  of  having  as  litde  mifery  and  as  much  happinefs  as  poffiblc." 

H  h  2  Next     , 
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1763*  Next  morning  Mr.  Dempfter  happened  to  call  on  me,  and  was  fo  much 

!^tatl  cZ  ft^^c^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  imperfeft  account  which  I  gave  him  ef  Dr.  Johnfon's 
converfation,.  that  to  his  honour  be  it  recorded,  when  I  complained  that  drink- 
ing port  and  fitting  up  late  with  him,  afFefted  my  nerves  for  fome  time  after, 
he  faid,  *'  One  had  better  be  palfied  at  eighteen^  than  not  keep  company  with 
liichLa  man-" 

On  Tuefday,  July  18,  I  found  tall  Sir  Thomas  Robinlbn  fitting  with 
Johnfon.  Sir  Thomas  faid,  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  valued  himfelf  upon 
three  things ;— upon  being  a  hero,  a  mufician,  and  an  authour.  Johnson* 
"  Pretty  well,  Sir,  for  one  man-  As  to  his  being  an  authour,  I  have  not 
looked  at  his  poetry ;  but  his  profe  is  poor  fluff.  He  writes  juft  as  you 
might  fuppofe  Voltaire's  footboy  to  d<),  who  has  been  his  amanuenfifi.  He  has 
fuch  parts  as  the  valet  might  have,  and  about  as  much  of  th^  colouring  of 
the  ftyle  as  might  be  got  by  tranfcribing  his  works,"  When  I  was  at  Ferney^ 
I  repeated  this .  to  Voltaire,  in  order  to  reconcile  him  fomewhat  to  Johnfon, 
whom  he,  in  affeding  the  Englifti  mode  of  expreffion,  had  previoufly  charac- 
terifed  as  "a  fuperftitious  dog ;"  but  after  hearing  fuch  a  criticifm  on  Frederick 
the  Great>  with  whom  he  was  then  on  bad  terms,  he  exclaimed,  ^'  An  honeft 
fenow !" 

But  I  think  the  ci>ticifm  much  too  feverc  5  for  the  *'  Memoh^  of  the  Houft 
of  Brandenburgh  **  are  written  as  well  as  many  works  of  that  kind.  His  poetry, 
for  the  ftyle  of  which  he  himfelf  makes  a  frank  apology,  ^^Jargomtcmt  un 
Francois  barbart^^'  though  fraught  with  pernicious  ravings  of  infidelity,  ha^^ 
in  many  places,  great  animation,  and  in  fome  a  pathetick  tendemefs. 

Upon  this  contemptuous  animadverfion  on  the  King  of  Pruffia,  I  obferved 
to  Johnfon,  "  It  would  feem  then.  Sir,  that  much  lefs  parts  are  neceffary  to 
tnake  a  King,  than  to  make  an  Authour ;  for  the  King  of  Pruffia  is  confefledly 
the  greateft  King  now  in  Europe^  yet  you  think  he  makes,  a  very  poor  figure 
as  an  Authour." 

Mr.  Levet  this  day  fhewed  me  Dr..  Johnfon- s  library,  which  was  contained 
in  two  garrets  over  his  Chambers,  where  Lintot,  fon  of  the  celebrated  book^ 
feller  of  that  name,  had  formerly  his  printing-houfe.  I  found  a  number  of 
good  books,  but  very  dufty  and  in  great  confufion.  The  floor  ^  was  ftrewed 
with  manufcript  leaves,  in  Johnfon's  own  hand- writing,  which  1  beheldwitka 
degree  of*  veneration,  fuppofing  they  perhaps  might  contain  portions  of  the 
Ranobler,  or  of  Raflelas..  I  obferved  an  apparatus  for  chymical  experiments^ 
of  whick, Johnfon  was. all  his  life  very  fond.  The  place  feemed  to  be  very 
fevpyrable  for  retirement  and  meditation,    Johnfon  told  me,  that  he  went  up 

thither 
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thither  without  mentioning  it  to  his  fervant,  when  he  wanted  to  ftudy,  fecure  »7^5- 
from  interruption  j  for  he  would  not  aUow  his  fervant  to  fay  he  was  not  at  jSatTTl! 
home  when  he  really  was.  "  A  fervant's  ftri6t  regard  for  truth,  (faid  he) 
.  muft  be  weakened  by  fuch  a  praftice.  A  philofopher  may  know  that  it  is  merely 
a  form  of  denial ;  but  few  fervants  are.  fuch  nice  diftinguifliers.  If  I  accuftonl 
a  fervant  to  tell  a  lye  for  tne^  have  I  not  reafon  to  apprehend  that  he  will  tell 
many  lies  for  him/e^?"  I  am,  however,  fatisiied  that  every  fervant,  of  any 
degree  of  intelligence,  underftands  faying  his  nialler  is  not  at  home,  not  at 
all  as  the  affirmadon  of  a  fa<5t,  but  as  cuitomary  words,  indmating  that  his 
matter  wiflics  not  to  be  feen ; '  fo  that  there  can  be  no  bad  efFeft  from  it. 

Mr.  Temple,  now  vicar  of  St.  Gluvias,  Cornwall,  who  had  been  my  inti- 
mate friend,  for  many  years,  had  at  this  time  chambers  in  Farrar's-buildings, 
at  the  bottom  of  Inner  Temple-lane,   which  he  kindly  lent  me  upon  my 
quitting  my  lodgings,  he  being  to  return  to  Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge.     I. 
found  them  particularly  convenient  for  me,    as  they  were  fo  near  Dr.. 
Johnfon*s. 

On  Wednelday,  July  20,.  Dr.  Johnfon,.  Mr.  Dempfter,.  and  my  uncle  Dr. 
BoiWell,  who  happened  to  be  now  in  London,  fupped  with  me  at  thefo 
Chambers.  Johnson.  "  Pity  is  not  natural  to  man.  Children  are  always 
cruel.  Savages  are  always  cruel.  Pity  is  acquired  and  improved  by  the  cuU 
tivation  of  reafon.  We  may  have  unealy  fenfations  from  feeing  a  creature  in^ 
diftrefs,  without  pity  j  for  we  have  not  pity  unlefs  we  wifh  to  relieve  them. 
When  I  am  on  my  way  to  dine  with  a  friend,  and  finding  it  late,  have  bid  the 
coachman  make  hafte,  if  I  happen  to  attend  when  he  whips  his  horfos,  I  may 
feel  unpleafantly  that'  the  animals  are  put  to  pain,  but  I  do  not  wifh  him  to 
delift.     No,  Sir,  I  wifh  him  to  drive  on." 

Mr.  Alexander  Donaldfon,  bookfeller  of  Edinburgh,  had  for  feme  time 
opened  a  fhop  in  London,  and  fold  his  cheap  editions  of  the.  moft  popular 
Englifh  books,  in  defiance  of  the  fiippofcd  common-law  right  of  Literary 
Property.  Johnfon,  though  he  concurred  in  the  opinion  which  was  afterwards 
fjuiftioned  by  a  decree  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that  there  was  no  luch  right, 
was  at  this  time  very  angry  that  the  bookfcllers  of  LoiKlon,  for  whom  he 
uniformly  profelTed  much  regard,  fhould  fuffer  from  an  ihvafion  of  what  they 
had  ever  confidered  to  be  fecure,  and  he  was  loud  and  violent  agamfl  Mr. 
Donaldfon.  '^  He  is  a  feUow  who  takes  advantage  of  the  law  to  injure  his 
brethren  \  for,  notwithflanding  that  the  flatute  fecures  only  fourteen  years  of 
exclufive  right,  it  has  always  been  underflood  by  the  trade,  that  he,  who  buys 
the.  cppy-right  of  a  book  from  the  authour,  objcains  a  perpetual  property  ^  and 

upoa. 
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upon  that  belief,  numberlefs  bargabs  are  made  to  transfer  that  pmpertf  after 
the  expiration  of  the  ftatutorjr  term.  Now  Donaldfon,  I  fay,  takes  advantage 
here,  of  people  who  have  really  an  equitable  tide  from  ufage ;  and  if  we  con- 
fider  how  few  of  the  books,  of  which  they  buy  the  property,  fuccced  fo  well  as 
to  bring  profit,  we  ftiould  be  of  opinion  that  the  term  of  fourteen  years  is 
too  ihort  i  it  fhould  be  fixty  years."  Dempster.  *^  Donaldfon,  Sir,  is  anxious 
/or  the  encouragement  of  literature.  He  reduces  the  price  of  books,  fo  that 
poor  ftudents  may  buy  them."  Johnson,  (laughing.)  "  Well,  Sir,  allowing 
that  to  be  his  motive,  he  is  no  better  than  Robin  Hood,  who  robbed  the  rich 
in  order  to  give  to  the  poor." 

It  is  remarkable,  that  when  the  great  qweftion  concerning  Literary  Property 
came  to  be  ultimately  tried  before  the  fupreme  tribunal  of  this  country,  in 
confequence  of  the  very  fpirited  exertions  of  Mr.  Donaldfon,  Dr.  Johnlbn 
was  zealous  againft  a  perpetuity ;  but  he  thought  that  the  term  of  the  exclu- 
five  right  of  authours  ihould  be  confiderably  enlarged.  He  was  then  for  grant- 
ing a  hundred  years. 

The  converfarion  now  turned  upon  Mr.  David  Hume's  ftyle.  Johnson* 
««  why.  Sir,  his  flyle  is  not  Englifh  j  the  ftrudture  of  his  fentences  is  French* 
Now  the  French  ftru(9iire  and  the  EngKlh  ftru6ture  may,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  be  equally  good.  But  if  you  allow  that  the  Englifli  language  is 
^ftablilhed,  he  is  wrong.  My  name  might  originally  have  been  Nicholfon, 
as  well  as  Johnfon ;  but  were  you  to  call  me  Nicholfon  now,  you  would  call 
me  very  abfurdly." 

Roufleau*s  treatife  on  the  inequality  of  mankind  was  at  this  time  a  fafhion- 
able  topick.  It  gave  rife  to  an  obfervation  by  Mr.  Dempfter,  that  the 
^vantages  of  fortune  and  rank  were  nothing  to  a  wife  man,  who  ought  to 
value  only  merit.  Johnson.  "  If  man  were  a  favage,  living  in  the  woods 
by  himfelf,  this  might  be  true ;  but  in  civilifed  fociety  we  all  depend  upon 
each  other,  and  our  happinefs  is  very  much  owing  to  the  good  opinion  of 
mankind.  Now,  Sir,  ,in  civilifed  fociety,  extemal  advantages  make  us  more 
refpefted.  A  man  with  a  good  coat  upon  his  back  meets  with  a  better  recep- 
tion than  he  who  has  a  bad  one.  Sir,  you  may  analyfe  this,  and  fay  what 
is  there  in  it?  But  that  will  avail  you  nothing,  for  it  is  a  part  of  a  general 
fyftem.  Pound  St.  Paul's  church  into  atoms,  and  confider  any  fingle  atom ; 
it  is,  to  be  fure,  good  for  nothing:  but,  put  all  thefc  atoms  together,"  and 
you  have  St.  Paul's  church.  So  it  is  with  human  felicity,  which  is  made  up 
of  many  ingredients,  each  of  which  may  be  fhewn  to  be  very  infignificant* 
%n  civilifed  fociety,  perfonal  merit  wiU  not  ferve  you  fo  much  as  money  wiU. 

4  Sir, 
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Sfr,  jrou  may  make  the  experiment.  Go  into  the  ftreet,  and  give  one  man  a  ^l^s* 
ledture  on  morality,  and  another  a  Ihilling,  and  fee  which  will  relpeft  you  jEtat.  C4. 
moft.  If  you  wiflx  only  to  fupport  nature,  Sir  William  Petty  fixes  your 
allowance  at  three  pounds  a  year ;  but  as  times  are  much  sdtered,  let  us  call 
it  fix  pounds.  This  fum  will  fill  your  belly,  Ihelter  you  from  the  weather, 
and  even  get  you  a  flrong  lafting  coat,  fuppofing  it  to  be  made  of  good  bull's 
hide.  Now,  Sir,  all  beyond  this  is  artificial,  and  is  defired  in  order  to  obtain 
a  greater  degree  of  refpedt  from  our  fellow-creatures.  And,  Sir,  if  fix  hun- 
dred pounds  a  year  procure  a  man  more  confequence,  and,  of  courfe,  more 
happineis  than  fix  pounds  a  year,  the  fame  proportion  will  hold  as  to  fix  thou- 
fand,  and  fo  on  as  far  as  opulence  can  be  carried.  Perhaps  he  who  has  a 
large  fortune  may  not  be  fo  happy  as  he  who  has  a  fmall  one ;  but  that  muft 
proceed  from  other  caufes  than  frpm  his  having  the  large  fortune :  for,  ceteris 
paribus^  he  who  is  rich  in  a  civilized  fociety,  mufl:  be  happier  than  he  who  is 
poor ;  as  riches,  if  properly  ufed,  (and  it  is  a  man's  own  fault  if  they  are 
not,)  mull  be  produftive  of  the  higheft  advantages.  Money,  to  be  fure,  of 
itfelf  is  of  no  ufe ;  for  its  only  ufe  is  to  part  with  it.  Roufiieau,  and  all 
thofe  who  deal  in  paradoxes,  are  led  away  by  a  childilh  defire  of  novelty. 
When  I  was  a  boy,  I  ufed  always  to  choofe  the  wrong  fide  of  a  debate, 
becaufe  moft  ingenious  things,  that  is  to  fay,  moft  new  things,  could  be  faid 
upon  it.     Sir,  there  is  nothing  for  which  you  may  not  mufter  up  more  plau-  ^ 

fible  arguments,  than  thofe  which  are  urged  againft  wealth  and  other  external  • 
advantages.     Why  now,  there  is  ftealing  i  why  fhould  it  be  thought  a  crime  ^ 
When  we  confider  by  what  unjuft  methods  property  has  been  often  acquired,, 
and  that  what  was  unjuftly  got  it  muft  be  unjuft  to  keep,  where  is  the  harm 
in  one  man's  taking  the   property  of  another  from  him  ?      Befides,   Sir>. 
when  wc  confider  the  bad  ufe  that  many  people  make  of  their  property,  and 
how  much  better  ufe  the  thief  may  make  of  it>  it  may  be  defended  as  a  very 
allowable  praftice.     Yet,    Sir,   the  experience  of  mankind  has  difcovered 
ftealing  to  be  fo  very  bad  a  thing,  that  they  make  no  fcruple  to  hang  a  man 
for  it.     When  I  was  running  about  this  town  a  very  poor  fellow,  I  was  a 
great  at^er  for  the  advantages  of  poverty  j  but  I  was,  at  the  fame  time,  very 
forry  to  be  poor.     Sir„  all  the  arguments  which  are  brought  to  reprefent 
poverty  as  no  evil,  fhew  it  to  be  evidendy  a  great  evil.     You  never  find 
people  labouring  to  convince  you  that  you  may  live  very  happily  upon  a  plen- 
tiful fortune. — So  you  hear  people  talking  how  miferaWe  a  king  muft  be  5 
and  yet  they  aU  wifh  to  be  in  his  place/' 

It  was  fuggefted  that  kings  muft  be  unhappy,   becaufe  they  are  deprived 
of  the  grcatcft  of  all  fatisfaftions^  eafy  and  unrcfcrvcd  Ibciety.    Johnson. 

«*  That 


THE    LI'FE    OP    DR.    JOHNSON. 

*'  That  is  an  ill-founded  notion.  Being  a  king  does  not  exclude  a  man  from 
fuch  fociety.  Great  kings  have  always  been  focial.  The  King  of  Pruflia, 
the  only  great  king  at  prefent,  is  very  focial.  Charles  the  Second,  the  laft 
King  of  England  who  was  a  man  of  parts,  was  focial  j  and  our  Henrys  and 
Edwards  were  all  focial." 

Mr.  Dempfter  having  endeavoured  to  maintain  that  intrinfick  merit  ought  to 
make  the  only  diftindtion  amongft  mankind.  Johnson.  *' Why,  Sir,  man- 
kind have  found  that  this  cannot  be.  How  (hall  we  determine  the  proportion 
of  intrinfick  merit  ?  Were  that  to  be  the  only  diftinftion  amongft  mankind, 
we  Ihould  loon  quarrel  about  the  degrees  of  it.  Were  all  diftinftions  aboliflied, 
the  ftrongeft  would  not  long  acquiefce,  but  would  endeavour  to  obtain  a 
fuperiority  by  their  bodily  ftrength.  But,  Sir,  as  fubordination  is  very  necef- 
iary  for  fociety,  and  contentions  for  fuperiority  very  dangerous,  mankind, 
tliat  is  to  fay  all  civilifed  nations^  have  fettled  it  upon  a  plain  invariable  prin- 
ciple. A  man  is  born  to  hereditary  rank  -,  or  his  being  appointed  to  certain 
offices,  gives  him  a  certain  rank.  Subordination  tends  greatly  to  human  hap« 
pinefs.  Were  we  all  upon  an  equality,  we  fhould  have  no  other  enjoyment 
than  mere  animal  pleafure." 

I  faid,  I  confidered  diftinftjon  of  rank  to  be  of  fo  much  importance  in 
.civilifed  fociety,  that  if  I  were  afked  on  the  lame  day  to  dine  with  the  firft 
duke  in  England,  and  with  the  firft  m^n  in  Britain  for  genius,  I  Ihould  hefi^ 
tate  which  to  prefer.  Johnson.  "  To  be  fure.  Sir,  if  you  were  to  dine  only 
once,  and  it 'were  never  to  be  known  where  you  dined,  you  would  choole 
xather  to  dine  with  the  firft  man  for  genius  j  but  to  gain  moft  rclpedt,  you 
ihould  dine  with  the  firft  duke  in  England.  For  nine  people  in  ten  that  you 
meet  with,  would  have  a  higher  opinion  of  you  for  having  dined  with  a  duke ; 
and  the  great  genius  himfelf  would  receive  you  better,  becaufe  you  had  been 
with  the  .great  duke." 

He  took  care  to  guard  himfelf  agdnft  any  poflible  fulpicion  that  his  fettled 
principles  of  reverence  for  rank  and  refpeft  for  wealth  were  at  all  owing  to 
mean  or  interefted  motives ;  for  he  affcrted  his  own  independence  as  a  literary 
man.  "  No  man  (faid  he)  who  ever  lived  by  literature,  has  lived  more 
independendy  than  I  have  done."  He  faid  he  had  taken  longer  time  than  he 
needed  to  have  done  in  compofmg  his  Diftionary.  He  received  our  com- 
pliments upon  that  great  work  with  •  complacency,  and  told  us  that  the 
Academy  della  Crufca  could  fcarcely  believe  that  it  was  done  by  one  man. 

Next  morning  I  found  him  alone,  and  have  preferved  the  following  frag- 
ments of  his  cojiverfatioa.    Of  a  gendeman  who  was  mentioned,  he  faid, 

**.!  have 
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«  I  have  not  met  with  any  man  for  a  long  time  who  has  given  me  fuch  general      '7  ^5* 
dilpleafurc.     He  is  totally  unfixed  in  his  principles,  and  wants  to  puzzle  other  ^EiatTcI. 
people."     I  faid,  his  principles  had  been  poifoned  by  a  noted  infidel  writer, 
but  that  he  was,  neverthelefs,  a  benevolent  good  man.     Johnson.  "  We  can 
have  no  dependance  upon  that  inftinftive,  that  confticurional  goodnefe  which 
is  not  founded  upon  principle.     I  grant  you  that  fuch  a  man  may  be  a  very 
amiable  member  of  fociety.     I  can  conceive  him  placed  in  fuch  a  fituation 
that  he  is  not  much  tempted  to  deviate  from  what  is  right ;  and  "as  every  man 
prefers  virtue  when  there  is  not  fome  ftrong' incitement  to  tranfgrefs  its  pre- 
cepts, I  can  conceive  him  doing  ngdiing  wrong.     But  if  fuch  a  man  ftood  in 
need  of  money,  I  fhould  not  like  to  truft  him ;  and  I  Ihould  certainly  not 
truft  him  with  young  ladies,  for  there  there  is  always  temptation.    Hume,  and     ~ ' 
other  fceptical  inriovators,  are  vain  men,  and  will  gratify  themfdves  at  any^ 
cxpence.     Truth  will  not  afford  fufficient  food  to  their  vanity ;  fo  they  have  ^   - 
betaken  themfelves  to  errour.     Truth,  Sir,  is  a  cow  which  will  yield  fuch 
people  no  more  milk,  and  fb  they  are  gone  to  milk  the  bull.    If  I  could  have«^j 
allowed  my felf  to  gratify  my  vanity  at  the  expence  of  truth,  what  fame  might 
I  have  acquired.     Every  thing  which  Hume  has  advanced  againft  Chriftianity 
had  pafled  through  my  mind  long  before  he  wrote.     Always  remember  this, 
that  after  a  fyftem  is  well  fettled  upon  pofitive  evidence,  a  few  partial  objec- 
tions ought  not  to  fhake  it.     The  human  mind  is  fb  limited,  that  it  cannot 
take  in  all  the  parts  of  a  fubjeft,  fo  that  there  may  be  objeftions  raifed  againft 
any  thmg.     There  are  objeftions  againfl  a  plenum,  and  objedtions  againft  a 
vacuum ;  yet  one  of  them  muft  certainly  be  true." 

I  mentioned  Hume's  argument  againft  the  belief  of  miracles,  that  it  is 
more  probable  diat  the  witnefTes  to  the  truth  of  them  are  miftaken,  or  fpeak 
falfely,  than  that  the  miracles  fhould  be  true.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  the 
great  difficulty  of  proving  miracles  fhould  make  us  very  cautious  in  believing 
them.  But  let  us  confider ;  although  God  has  made  Nature  to  operate  by 
certain  fixed  laws,  yet  it  is  not  unreafonable  to  think  that  he  may  fufpend 
thofe  laws,  in  order  to  eftablifh  a  fyftem  highly  advantageous  to  mankind. 
Now  the  Chriftian  religion  is  a  moft  beneficial  fyftem,  as  it  gives  us  light 
and  certainty  where  we  were  before  in  darknefs  and  doubt.  The  miracles 
which  prove  it  are  attefted  by  men  who  had  no  intereft  in  deceiving  us ; 
but  who,  on  the  contrary,  were  told  that  they  fhould  fufFer  perfecution,  and 
did  aftually  lay  down  their  lives  in  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the  fafts  which 
they  afferted.  Indeed,  for  fome  centuries  the  heathens  did  not  pretend  to  deny 
the  miracles  j  but  faid  they  were  performed  by  the  aid  of  evil  fpirits.     This 
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Is  a  circumftance  of  great  weight.  Then,  Sir,  when  wc  take  the  proofs  denvcd 
from  prophecies  which  have  been  fo  exaftly  fulfilled,  we  have  moft  fatisfaftory 
evidence.     Suppofing  a  miracle  poffible,  as  to  which,  in  my  opinion,  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  we  have  as  ftrong  evidence  for  the  miracles  in  fupport  of 
Chriftianlty,  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  admits." 

At  ijight,  Mr.  Johnfon  and  I  fupped  in  a  private  room  at  the  Turk's  Head 
cofFee-houfc,  in  the  Strand.  "I  encourage  this  houfe  (faid  he);  for  the  mif- 
trefs  of  it  is  a  good  civil  woman,  and  has  not  much  bufinels." 

"  Sir,  I  love  the  acquaintairce  of  young  people ;  becaufe,  in  the  firft  place^ 
I  don't  like  to  think  myfelf  growing  old.  In  the  next  place,  young 
acquaintances  mufl  laft  longeft,  if  they  do  laft ;  and  then.  Sir,  young  men 
have  m6re  virtue  than  old  men  -,  they  have  more  genert>us  fentiments  in  every 
refpeft.  I  love  the  young  dogs  of  this  age  :  they  have  more  wit  and  humour 
and  knowledge  of  life  than  we  had ;  but  then  the  dogs  are  not  fo  good  fcho- 
lars.  Sir,  in  my  early  years  I  read  very  hard.  It  is  a  fad  reflei^ion,  but  a 
true  one,  that  I  knew  almoft  as  much  at  eighteen  as  I  do  now.  My  judge- 
ment,  to  be  fure,  was  not  fo  good ;  but,  I  had  all  the  fafts.  I  remember 
very  well>  when  I  was  at  Oxford,  an  old  gentleman  faid  to  me,  *  Young 
man,  ply  your  book  diligendy  now,  and  acquire  a  ftock  of  knowledge ;  for 
when  years  come  upon  you,  you  will  find  that  poring  upon  books  will  be  but 

« 

an  irkfome  ta(k." 

This  account  of  his  reading,  given  by  himfclf  in  plain  words^  fulficiently 
confirms  what  I  have  already  advanced  upon  the  difputed  qucftion  as  to  his 
application*  It  reconciles  any  feeming  inconfiftency  in  his  way  of  talking  upon 
it  at  different  times ;  and  Ihews  that  idlenefe  and  reading  hard  were  with  him 
relative  terms,  the  import  of  which,  as  ufed  by  him,  muft  be  gathered  from 
a  comparifon  with  what  fcholars  of  different  degrees  of  ardour  and  alTiduity 
have  been  known  to  do.  And  let  it  be  remembered,  that  he  was  now  talking 
(pontaneoufly,  and  exprefling  his  genuine  fentiments ;  whereas  at  other  times 
he  might  be  induced  from  his  Ipirit  of  contradiftion,  or  more  properly  from 
his  love  of  argumentative  conteft,  to  ipeak  lightly  of  liis  own  application  to 
ftudy.  It  is  pleafmg  to  confider  that  the  old  gendeman's  gloomy  prophecy 
as  to  the  irkfomenefs  of  books  to  men  of  an  advanced  age,  which  is  too  often 
fulfilled,  was  fb  far  fi-om  being  verified  in  Johnfon,  that  his  ardour  for  literxtture 
never  failed^  and  his  laft  writings  had  more  eafc  and  vivacity  than  any  of  liis 
•earlier  produftlons* 

He  mentioned  to  me  now,.  £br  the  firft  time>  that  he  had  been  diftreft  by 
melancholy,  and  for  that  reaiba  had  been  obliged  to  fly  from  ftudy  and  medi- 
tation^ 
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tation>  to  the  diflipating  variety  of  I'^e.     Againft  melancholy  he  recommended      '7^3- 
conftant  occupation  of  mind,  a  great  deal  of  exercife,  moderation  in  eating  ^i^u  cT. 
and  drinking,  and  eipeciaUy  to  ihun  drinking  at  night.     He  faid  melancholy 
people  were  apt  to  fly  to  intemperance  for  relief,  but  that  it  funk  them  much 
deeper  in  mifcry.     He  obferved,  that  labouring  men  who  work  hard,  and  live 
Iparingly,  are  fcldom  or  never  troubled  with  low  (pints. 

He  again  infifted  on  the  duty  of  niaintaining  fubordination  of  rank.  "  Sir, 
I  would  no  more  deprive  a  nobleman  of  his  relpedb,  than  of  his  money.  I  , 
confider  myfelf  as  adbing  a  part  in  the  great  fyftem  of  focicty,  and  I  do  to 
others  as  I  would  have  them  to  do  to  me.  I  would  behave  to  a  noble- 
man as  I  fhould  expeft  he  would  behave  to  me,  were  I  a  nobleman  and  he 
Sam.  Johnfon,  Sir,  there  is  one  Mrs.  Macaulay  ^  in  this  town,  a  great  repub- 
lican. One  day  when  I  was  at  her  houfe,  I  put  on  a  very  grave  countenance, 
and  faid  to  her,  '  Madam,  I  am  now  become  a  convert  to  your  way  of  think- 
ing.  I  am  convinced  that  all  mankind  are  upon  an  equal  footing ;  and  to 
give  you  an  unqueftionable  proof.  Madam,  that  I  am  in  earneft,  here  is  a  very 
fenfible,  civil,  well-behaved  fellow-citizen,  your  footman  i  I  defire  that 
he  may  be  aUowed  to  fit  down  and  dine  with  us.-  I  .thvjs^  Sir,  (hewed  her  the 
abfurdity  of  the  levelling  doftrine.  She  has  never  liked  me  fince.  Sir,  your 
levellers  wifli  to  level  dawn  as  far  as  themfelves  j  but  they  cannot  bear  levelling 
up  tQ  themfelves.  They  would  all  have  fome  people  under  them  j  why  not 
then  have  fome  people  above  them  ?"  I  mentioned  a  certain  authour  who 
difgufted  me  by  his  foiwardnefs,  and  by  Ihewing  no  deference  to  noblemen  into 
whofe  company  he  was  admitted.  Johnson.  *^  Suppofe  a  fhoemaker  fliould 
^laim  an  equality  with  him  as  he  does  with  a  Lord  j  how  would  he  ftare. 
*  Why,  Sir,  do  you  ftare  ?  (fays  the  fhoemaker,)  I  do  great  fervice  to  fociety, 
^Tis  true,  I  am  paid  for  doing  it ;  but  fo  are  you.  Sir :  and  I  am  forry  to  fay 
it,  better  paid  than  I  am,  for  doing  fomething  not  fo  neceflary.  For  man- 
kind could  do  better  without  your  books,  than  without  my  fhoes.'  Thus, 
Sir,  there  would  be  a  perpetual  ftruggle  for  precedence,  were  there  no  fixed 
invariable  rules  for  the  diftindtion  of  rank,  which  creates  no  jealoufy,  as  it  is 
allowed  to  be  accidental." 

-He  faid.  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton  was  a  very  agreeable  man,  and  his  "  Eflfay 
on  the  Genius  and  Writings  of  Pope,"  a  very  pleafing  book.  I  wondered 
that  he  delayed  fo  long  to  give  us  the  continuation  of  it.     Johnson.  *'  Why, 

5  This  om  Mrs.  Macaulay  was  the  fame  perfonage  who  afterwards  made  hcrfelf  fo  much  known 
aft  **  the  cekbrated  female  hiftorian." 

I  i  2  .  Sir, 
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Sir,  I  fuppofe  he  finds  himfelf  a  little  difappointed,  in  not  liaving  been  able 
to  perluade  the  world  to  be  of  his  opinion  as  to  Pope." 

We  have  now  been  favoured  witlrthe  concluding  volume,  in  which,  to  ufe 
a  parliamentary  expreflion,  he  has  explained,  fo  as  not  to  appear  quite  fo  adverfe 
to  the  opinion  of  the  world  concerning  Pope,  as  was  at  firft  thought ;  and  we 
mull  all  agree,  that  his  work  is  a  moft  valuable  acceflion  to  Englilh  literature. 

A  writer  of  deferved  eminence  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  faid,  "  Why, 
Sir,  he  is  a  man  of  good  parts,  but  being  originally  poor,  he  has  got  a  love 
of  mean  company  and  low  jocularity ;  a  very  bad  thing,  Sir.  To  laugh  is 
good,  as  to  talk  is  good.  But  you  ought  no  more  to  think  it  enough  if  you 
laugh,  than  you  are  to  think  it  enough  if  you  talk.  You  may  laugh  in  as 
many  ways  as  you  talk ;  and  furely  every  way  of  talking  that  is  praftifed  can- 
not be  efteemed." 

I  (poke  of  Sir  James  Macdonald  as  a  young  man  of  moft  diftinguifhed 
merit,  who  united  the  higheft  reputation  at  Eton  and  Oxford,  with  the  patri- 
archal Ipirit  of  a  great  Highland  Chieftain.  I  mentioned  that  Sir  James  had 
faid  to  me,  that  he  had  never  feen  Mr.  Johnfon,  but  he  had  a  great  refpeft  for 
him,  though  at  the  fame  time  it  was  mixed  ^  with  fome  degree  of  terrour. 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  he  were  to  be  acquainted  with  me,  it  might  leflen  both.'* 

The  mention  of  this  gendeman  led  us  to  talk  of  the  Weftern  Iflands  of 
Scodand,"to  vifit  which  he  expreffed  a  wifh  that  then  appeared  to  me  a  very 
romanuck  fancy,  which  I  litde  thought  would  be  afterwards  realized.  He  told 
me,  that  his  father  had  put  Martinis  account  of  thofe  iflands  into  his  hands 
when  he  was  very  young,  and  that  he  was  highly  pleafed  with  it  j  that  he  was 
particularly  ftruck  with  the  St.  Kilda  man*s  notion  that  the  high  church  of 
Glafgow  had  been  hollowed  out  of  a  rock ;  a  circumftance  to  which  old  Mn 
Johnfon  had  direfted  his  attention.  He  faid,  he  would  go  to  the  Hebrides 
with  me,  when  I.  returned  from  my  travels,  unlefs  fome  very  good  companion 
Ihould  offer  when  I  was  abfent,  which  he  did  not  think  probable;  adding, 
♦*  There  are  few  people  to  whom  I  take  fo  much  to  as  you."  And  when  I 
talked  of  my  leaving  England,  he  feid,  with  a  very  affeftionate  air,  "  My 
dear  Bofwell,  I  fhould  be  very  unhappy  at  parting,  did  I  think  we  were  not 
to  meet  again." — I  cannot  too  often  remind  my  readers,  that  although  fuch 
inflances  of  his  kindnefs  are  doubtlels  very  flattering  to  me,  yet  I  hope  my 
recording  them  will  be  afcribed  to -a  better  motive  than  to  vanity ;  for  they 
affbrd  unquefl:ionable  evidence  of  his  tendernefs  and  complacency,  which  fome^ 
while  they  were  forced  to  acknowledge  his  great  powers,  have  been  fo  ftrenuous 
to  deny. 
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He  maintained,  that  a  boy  at  fchool  was  the  happieft  of  human  beings.     I      '7^3- 
fupported  a  different  opinion,  from  which  I  have  never  yet  varied,  that  a  man  j^mTct. 
is  happier ;  and  I  enlarged  upon  the  anxiety  and  fufferings  wluch  are  endured 
at  fchooL    Johnson.  *^  Ah  !  Sir,  a  boy's  being  flogged  is  not  fo  fevere  as  a        "     / 
man's  having  the  hifs  of  die  world  againft  him.     Men  have  a  folicitude  about 
fame ;  and  the  greater  fliare  they  have  of  it,  the  more  afraid  they  are  of  lofxng 
it."     I  filently  aflced  myfelf,  "  Is  it  poflible  that  the  great  Samuel  Johnfon 
really  entertains  any  fuch  apprehenfion,  and  is  not  confident  that  his  exalted 
fame  is  eftablilhed  upon  a  foundation  never  to  be  fhaken  ? " 

He  this  evening  drank  a  bumper  to  Sir  David  Dalrymple,  as  a  man  of 
worth,  a  fcholar,  and  a  wit. — "  I  have  (faid  he)  never  heard  of  him  except 
froiTi  you ;  hut  let  him  know  my  opinion  of  him :  for  as  he  does  not  fhew 
himfelf  much  in  the  world,  he  fhould  have  the  praife  of  the  few  who  hear  of 
him." 

On  Tueiday,  July  26,  I  found  Mr.  Johnfon  alone.  It  was  a  very  wet  day, 
and  I  again  complained  of  the  difagreeable  effefts  of  fuch  weather,  Johnson. 
"  Sir,  this  is  all  imagination,  which  phyficians  encourage  j  for  man  lives  in 
air,  as  a  fifli  lives  in  water ;  fo  that  if  the  atmofphere  prefs  heavy  from  above^ 
there  is  an  equal  refiftance  from  below.  To  be  fure,  bad  weather  is  hard  upon 
people  who  are  obliged  to  be  abroad  -,  and  men  cannot  labour  fo  well  in  the 
open  air  in  bad  weather,  as  in  good :  but.  Sir,  a  fmith  or  a  tailor,  whole 
work  is  within  doors,  will  furely  do  as  much  in  rainy  weather  as  in  fair.  Some 
very  delicate  frames,  indeed,  may  be  affefted  by  wet  weather,  but  not  com- 
mon conftitutions."  .         - 

We  talked  of  the-educarioa  of  children ;  and  I  afked  him  what  he  thought  • 
was  beft*to  teach  them  firft.  Johnson.  **  Sir,  it  is  na  matter  what  you 
teach  them  firft,  any  more  than  what  leg  you  Ihall  put  into  your  breeches  firft^ 
Sir,  you  may  ftand  dilputing  which  is  beft  to  put  in  firft,  but  in  the  mean 
time  your  breech  is  bare.  Sir,  while  you  are  confidering  which  of  two  things 
you  Ihould  teach  your  child  firft,  another  boy  has  learnt  them  both." 

On  Thurfday,  July  28,  we  again  fupped  in  private  at  the  Turk's  Head 
cofi^ee-hpufe.     Johnson.  "  Swift  has  a  higher  reputation  than  he  deferves. 
His  excellence  is  ftrong  fenfe;    for  his  humour,,  though  very  well,  is  not. — ^ — . 
remarkably  good.    I  doubt  whether  the  *  Tale  of  a  Tub '  be  his  i  for  he  never     ^ 
owned  it,  and  it  is  much  above  his  ufual  manner^." 

'  This  opinion  was  given  by  him  more^at  large  at  a  fubfeqaent  periods    See  *"  Journal  of  a 
Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  3d  edit.  p.  32. 

....  y      J^    ^,    -/^  ^Thom&n,.  ^      .    /^   ^'* 

^/i.^  ;^->-- A-^' ;T^<'''^''^.'^'^r^f  "  t/'j 
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"  Thomfon,  I  think,  had  as  much  of  the  poet  about  him  as  moft  writers. 
Every  thing  appeared  to  him  through  the  medium  of  his  favourite  purfuit. 
He  could  not  have  viewed  thofe  two  candles  burning  but  with  a  poetical 

"  Has  not  ^^^  a  great  deal  of  wit,  Sir  ? "  Johnson.  *'  I  do  not  think 
fo.  Sir.  He  is,  indeed,  continually  attempting  wh,  but  he  fails.  And  I  have 
no  more  pleafure  in  hearing  a  mail  attempting  wit  and  failing,  than  in  feeing 
^  man  trying  to  leap  over  a  ditch  and  tumbling  into  it/' 

He  laughed  heartily,  when  I  mentioned  to  Jiim  a  faying  of  his  concerning 
Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan,  which  Foote  took  a  wicked  pleafure  to  circulate. 
**  Why,  Sir,  Sherry  is  dull,  naturally  dull  j  but  it  muft  have  taken  him  a 
^reat  deal  of  pains  to  become  what  we  now  fee  him.  *  Surh  an  excels  of 
ftupidity.  Sir,  is  not  in  Nature."—*^*  So  (faid  he,)  I  allowed  him  all  his  own 
merit. '^^ 

He  now  added,  ^<  Sheridan  cannot  bear  me.  I  bring  his  declamation  to  a 
jx)int.  I  afk  him  a  plain  queftion,  *  What  do  you  mean  to  teach  ?'  Befides^ 
Sir,  what  influence  can  Mr.  Sheridan  have  upon  die  language .  of  this  great 
country  by  his  narrow  exertions.  Sir,  it  is  burning  a  farthing  candle  at  Dover, 
to  Ihew  light  at  Calais." 

Talking  of  a  young  man  who  was  uneafy  from  thinking  that  he  was  very 
deficient  in  learning  and  knowledge,  he  faid,  "  A  man  has  no  rcafon  to  com- 
plain who  holds  a  middle  place  and  has  many  below  him  ;  and  perhaps  he  has 
not  fix  of  his  years  above  him; — ^perhaps  not  one.  Though  he  may  not  know 
any  thing  perfeftly,  ^the  general  mafs  of  knowledge  that  he  has  acquired  is 
confiderable.     Time  will  do  for  him  all  that  is  wanting." 

The  converfation  then  took  a  philofophical  turn.  Johnson.  ^'  Human 
experience,  which  is  conflantly  contradifting  theory,  is  the  great  teft  of  truth. 
A  fyftem,  built  upon  the  difcoveries  of  a  great  many  minds,  is  always  of  nwrc 
Arength,  than  what  is  produced  by  the  mere  workings  of  any  one  mind,' 
which,  of  itfelfi  can  do  little.  There  is  not  fo  poor  a  book  in  the  world  but 
■what  would  be  a  prodigious  effort  were  it  wrought  out  entirely  by  a  fingle 
juind,  without  the  aid  of  prior  invcftigators.  The  French  writers  are  fuper- 
ficial,  becaufe  they  are  not  fcholars,  arid  fo  proceed  upon  the  mere  power  of 
xheir  own.  minds ;  and  we  fee  how  very  little  power  they  have." 

"  As  to  the  Chriftian  religion,  Sir^  befides  the  flirong  evidence  which  we 
have  for  it,  there  is  a  balance  in  its  favour  from  the  number  of  great  men 
who  have  been  convinced  of  its  truth,  after  a  ferious  confideration  of  the 
jqueftion.     Grotius  was  an  acute  man,  a  lawyer,  a  man  accufton^d  to  examine 
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eviiieace»  and  he  was  comruiced.    Gix>dAis  was  Aot  a  recluie,  bigt  a  tfian  of  ^ 
the  world,  who  certainly  had  no  bias  to  the  fide  of  religion.     Sir  Ifaac  Newton 
let  out  an  infidel,  and  came  to  be  a  very  firm  believer.'* 

He  this  evening  again  recommended  to  me  to  perambulate  Spain  ^.  I  faid  it 
would  amufe  him  to  get  a  letter  from  me  dated  at  Salamancha.  Johnson.  *'  I 
love  the  Univerfity  of  Salamancha ;  for  when  the  Spaniards  were  in  doubt  as 
to  the  lawfiilncfs  of  their  conquering  America,  the  Univerfity  of  Salamancha 
gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  it  was  not  lawiuL*'  He  ipoke  this  with  great 
emotion,  and  with  that  generous  warmth  which  .diftated  the  lines  in  his 
*'  London,"  againft  Spanifti  encroachment. 

I  expreflfed  my  opinion  of  my  fi-iend  Derrick  as  but  a  poor  writer. 
Johnson.  "  To  be  fure.  Sir,  he  is  j  but  you  are  to  confider  that  his  being  a 
literary  man  has  got  for  him  ajl  that  he  has.  It  has  made  him  King  of  Bath. 
Sir,  he  has  nothing  to  fay  for  himfelf  but  that  he  is  a  writer.  Had  he  not 
been  a  writer,  he  muft  have  been  fweeping  the  crc^ings  in  the  ftreets,  and 
afking  halfpence  from  every  body  thai:  paft." 

In  juftice,  however,  to  the  memory  o(  Mr.  Derrick,  who  was  my  firft  tutor 
in  the  ways  of  London,  and  Ihewed  me  the  town  in  its  variety  of  depart- 
ments, both  literary  and  Iportive,  the  particulars  of  which  Dr.  Johnfon 
advifed  me  to  pm  in  writing,  it  is  proper  to  mention  what  Johnfon,  at  a  fijb- 
fequent  period,  faid  of  him  both  as  a  writer  and  an  editor.  "  Sir,  I  have  often- 
faid,  that  if  Derrick's  letters  had  been  written  by  one  of  a  more  eftablifhed 
name,  they  would  have  been  thought  very  pretty  letters  *."  And,  **  I  lent 
Derrick  to  Dryden's  relations  to  gather  materials  for  his  life  -,  and  I  believe  he 
got  all  that  I  myfelf  ftiould  have  got^." 

Poor  Derrick  !  I  remember  him  with  kindnefs.     Yet  I  cannot  with-hold. 
from  my  readers  a  pleafant  humourous  fally  which  could  not  have  hurt  him 
had  he  been  alive,  and  now  is  perfeftly  harmkfs.     In  his  coUeftion  of  poems,, 
there  is  one  upon  entering  the  harbour  of  Dublin,^  his  native  city,  after  a  long 
abfence.    It  begins  thus : 

'^  Eblana !  much  lovM  city,  hail ! 
«  Where  firft  I  faw  the  light  of  day.'* 

7  I  fu%  intended  to  have  followed  advice  of  fuch  weight ;  bat  having  ftaid  mach  longer  both 
in  Germany  and  Italy  than  I  propofed  to  do«  and  having  aifo  vifited  Corfica^  I  found  tha^t  I  had 
exceeded  the  time  allowed  me  by  my  father,  and  haftened  to  France  in  my  way  homewards. 

•  Journal  of'a  Tour  to  the  Hebiides,  3d  edit.  p.  104.  '  Ibid.  p.  142* 
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J 7^5*    .  And  after  a  folemn  rfefleftion  on  his  being  *^  numbered  with  forgotten  dead/* 
-ffitat.  54*  there  is  the  following  ftanza : 

^'  Unlefs  my  lines  protraft  my  fame, 

*^  And  thofe,  who  chance  to  read  them,  cry, 

"  I  knew  him !  Derrick  was  his  name, 
^^  In  yonder  tomb  his  afhes  lie." 

'  Which  was  thus  happily  parodied  by  Mr.'  John  Home,  to  whom  we  owe  the 
beautiful  and  pathetick  tragedy  of  "  Douglas :" 

^^  Unlefe  my  deeds  protraft  my  fame, 

*'  And  he  who  pajfes  Jadly  JingSy 
"  I  knew  him  !    Den  ick  was  his  name, 

"  On  yonder  tree  his  carcqfe  Jwings  T 

1  doubt  much  whether  the  amiable  and  ingenious  authour  of  thefe  burlefquc 
lines  will  recoUedl  them,  for  they  were  produced  extempore  one  evening  while 
he  and  I  were  walking  together  in  the  dining-room  at  Eglintoune  caftle,  in 
1760,  and  I  have  never  mentioned  them  to  him  fince. 

Johnfon  faid  once  to  me,  ^*  Sir,  I  honour  Derrick  for  his  prefence  of  mind. 
One  night,  when  Floyd ',  another  popr  authour,  was  wandering  about  the 
Ilreets  in  the  night,  he  found  Derrick  faft  afleep  upon  a  bulk  \  upon  being 
fuddenly  waked.  Derrick  flarted  up,  *  My  dear  Floyd,  I  am  forry  to  fee  you 
in  this  deftitute  flate ;  will  you  go  home  with  me  to  my  lodgings  ?" 

I  again  begged  his  advice  as  to  my  method  of  fludy  at  Utrecht.  '^  Come, 
(faid  he)  let  us  make  a  day  of  it.  Let  us  go  down  to  Greenwich  and  dine, 
and  talk  of  it  there."    The  following  Saturday  was  fixed  for  this  excurfion. 

As  we  walked  along  the  Strand  to-night,  arm  in  arn^  a  woman  of  the  town 
accofted  us,-  in  the  ufual  enticing  manner.  "  No,,  no,  my  girl,  (faid  Johnfon,) 
it  won't  do."  He,  however,  did  not  treat  her  with  harlhnefs,  and-we  talked 
of  the  wretched  life  of  fuch  women  5  and  agreed,  that  much  more  mifery  than 
happinefs,  upon  the  whole,  is  produced  by  illicit  commerce  between  the  fexes. 

On  Saturday,  July  30,  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  took  a  fcuUer  at  the  Temple- 
ftairs,  and  fet  out  for  Greenwich.  I  afked  him  if  he  really  thought  a  know- 
ledge of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages  an  eflcntial  requifite  to  a  good 
education.  Johnson.  "  Moft  certainly.  Sir.  For  thofe  who  know  them 
have  a  very  great  advantage  over  thofe  who  do  not.  Nay,  Sir,  it  is  won- 
derful what  a  difference  learning  makes  upon  people  even  in  tTie  common 

'  He  publiihed  a  biographical  woik,  containing  an  account  of  eminent  writers,  in  three  vols.  8iro. 
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intcrcpurfc  of  life,  which  docs  not  appear  to  be  much  conncfbed  with  it."      n^s- 

*'  And  yet,  (fiiid  I)  people  will  go  through  the  world  very  well,  and  carry  on  the  ^tau  j4. 

bufincfs  of  life  to  good  advantage,  without  learning."   Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir, 

that  may  be  true  in  cafes  where  learning  cannot  poffibly  be  of  any  ufe ;  for 

inftance,  this  boy  rows  us  as  well  without  learning,  as  if  he  could  fmg  the  fong 

of  Orpheus  to  the  Argonauts,  who  were  the  firft  failors."     He  then  called  to 

the  boy,  <*  What  would  you  give,  my  lad,  to  know  about  the  Argonauts  ?" 

"  Sir,  (faid  the  boy,)  I  would  give  what  I  have."     Johnfon  was  much  pleafed 

with  iiis  anfwer,  and  we  gave  him  a  double  fere.     Mr.  Jbhnfon  then  turning 

to  me,  "  Sir,  (faid  he)  a  defire  of  knowledge  is  the  natural  feeling  of  mankind ; 

and  every  human  being,  whofc  mind  is  not  debauched^  will  be  willing  to  give 

all  that  he  has  to  get  knowledge." 

We  landed  at  the  Old  Swan,  and  walked  to  Billingigate,  where  we  took 
oars,  and  moved  fmoothly  along  the  filver  Thames.  It  was  a  very  fine 
day.  We  were  entertained  with  the  immenfe  number  and  variety  of  Ihips 
that  were  lying  at  anchor,  and  with  the  beautiful  country  on  each  tide  of  the 
river.  '    • 

I  talked  of  preaching,  and  of  the  great  fuccefs  which  thofe  called  Methodifts  * 
have*    Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  owing  to  their  exprefling  themfelves  in  a  plain 

and 

*  All  wlio  are  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  Religion,  (the  moft  important,  {\in\y,  that  con- 
cerns the  human  mind,)  know  that  the  appellation  of  Methodifts  was  firft  given^to  a  fociety  of 
iludcnts  in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  who  about  the  year  1730,  were  diflinguiihed  by  an  eameft, 
and  methodical  attention  to  devout  exercifes.  This  difpofition  of  mind  is  not  a  novelty  or 
peculiar  to  any  "fe^,  but  has  been,  and  flill  may  be  found,  in  many  Chriftians  of  every  denomi- 
nation. Johnfon  himfelf  was,  in  a  dignified  manner,  a  Methodifi.  In  his  Rambler,  No.  110, 
fie  mentions  withrefpe^l  ''the  whole  difcipltne  of  regulated  piety;''  and  in  his  "  Prayers  and 
Meditations,*'  many  inftances  occur  of  his  anxious  examination  into  his  fpiritual  flate.  That  fjiis 
religious  earneftnefs,  and  in  particular  an  obfervation  of  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  hat 
fdmetimes  degenerated  into  folly,  and  fometimes  been  counterfeited  for  bafe  purpofes,  cannot  be 
denied.  But  it  is  not,  therefore,  fair  to  decry  it  when  genuine.  The  principal  argument  in 
reafon  and  good  fenfe  againft  methodifm  is,  that  it  tends  to  debafe  human  nature,-  and  prevent  the 
'generous  exertions  of  goodnefs,  by  an  unworthy  fuppofition  that  God  wiU  pay  no  rogard  to  them, 
although  it  is  poiitively  faid  in  the  fcriptures  that  he  ''  will  reward  every  man  according  to  his 
works."  But  I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  do  juftice  to  thofe  whom  it  is  the  fafhion 
to  ridicule,  without  any  knowledge  of  their  tenets ;  and  this  I  can  do  by  quoting  a  pafTage 
fxom  one  of  their  bed  apologifls,  Mr.  Milner,  who  thus  exprefTes  their  doflrine  upon  this 
.fubjc^.  '*  Juflified  by  faith,  renewed  in  his  faculties,  and  conftraincd  by  the  love  of  Chrift, 
their  believer  moves  in  the  fphere  of  love  and  gratitude,  and  all  his  duties  flow  more  or  lefs  from 
this  principle.     And  though  thfy  are  accumulating  for  him  in  heaven  a  treajure  of  bhj\  proportioned  to 
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>7^5-  and  familiar  manner,  which  is  the  only  way  to  do  gRod  to  the  common  people, 
iEtatt  54.  ^^  which  clergymen  of  genius  and  learning  ought  to  do  from  a  principle  of 
duty,  when  it  is  fuited  to  their  congregations ;  a  pra6tice,  for  which  they  will 
be  praifed  by  men  of  fenfc.  To  infift  againft  drunkennefs  as  a  crime,  becaufe 
it  debafes  Reafon,  the  nobleft  faculty  of  man,  would  be  of  no  fcrvice  to  the' 
common  people  :  but  to  tell  them  that  they  may  die  in  a  fit  of  drunkennefs, 
and  (hew  them  how  dreadful  that  would  be,  cannot  fail  to  make  a  deep 
impreffion.  Sir,  ;When  your  Scotch  clergy  give  up  their  homely  manner, 
religion  will  foon^dccay  in  that  country."  Let  this  obfervation,  as  Johnfon 
meant  it,  be  ever  remembered. 

I  was  much  pleafcd  to  find  myfelf  with  Johnfon  at  Greenwich,  which  he 
celebrates  in  his  "  London"  as  a  fevourite  fcene.     I  had  die  poem  in  my 
jpocket,  and  read  the  lines  aloud  with,  enthufiafm : 

* 

"  On  Thames's  banks  in  fdent  thought  we  ftood, 
"  Where  Greenwich  fmiles  upon  the  filver  flood : 
**  Pleased /with  the  feat  which  gave  Eliza  birth, 
^  We  kneel,  and  kifs  the  confecrated  earth/' 

He  remarked  that  the  fti*u<Sture  of  Greenwich  holpital  was  too  magnificent 
for  a  place  of  charity,  and  diat  its'  parts  were  too  much  detached  to  make  one 
great  whole. 

Buchanan,  he  faid,  was  a  very  fine  poet ;  and  obferved,  that  he  was  the 
firft  who  complimented  a  lady,  by  afcribing  to  her  the  different  perfeftions  of 
the  heathen  goddeffes  ;  but  that  Johnfton  improved  upon  this,  by  making  his 
lady,  at  the  fame  time,  free  from  their  defeats. 

He  dwelt  upon  Buchanan's  elegant  verfes  to  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  Nympba 
Caledoniiej^  ice.  and  fpoke  with  enthufiafm  of  the  beauty  of  Latin  verie. 
*'  All  the  modern  languages  (faid  he)  cannot  ftirniih  fo  rnelodious  a  line  as 

^  Formojam  rejonars  doces  Amarillida  Jilvasf* 

Afterwards  he  entered  upon  the  bufinefs  of  the  day,  which  was  to  give 
me  his  advice  as  to  a  courfe  of  ftudy.     And  here  I  am  to  mention  with  much 

his  faithfulnefi  and  a^it-ity,  mtd  it  /V  hy  no  meatts  incmfifient  nuith  his  principles  to  feel  the  force  of  this 
confideration,  yet  love  itfelf  fweetens  every  duty  to  his  mind ;  and  he  thinks  there  is  no  abfurdity 
in  his  feeling  the  love  of  Go»d  as  the  grand  commanding  principle  of  his  life."  ^ff'^J's  onfe^^eral 
religious  Suhjeffs,  ^c,  hy  Jofefh  Milncr,  A*  AL  Mafier  of  the  Grammar  Sch^l  of  Kingftoti-upoU" 
Hull,  1789,  p%il* 

regret. 
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regret,  that  my  record  of  what  he  faid  is  miferably  fcanty,  I  rccoUcft  with  1 765. 
iKimiration  an  animating  blaze  of  eloquence,  which  roiifed  every  intelleftual  ]^tat.  54! 
power  in  me  to  the  highcft  pitch,  but  muft  have  dazzled  me  fo  much,  that  my 
memory  could  not  prefcrve  the  fubftance  of  his  difcourfe  ;  for  the  note  which 
I  find  of  it  is  no  more  than  this :— •'*  He  ran  over  the  grand  fcale  of  human 
knowledge ;  advifcd  me  to  feleft  feme  particular  branch  to  excel  in,  but  to 
acquire  a  little  of  every  kind.'*  The  defeft  of  my  minutes  will  be  fully  fupplied 
by  a  long  letter  upon  the  fubjeft  which  he  favoured  me  with,  after  I  had 
been  fome  time  at  Utrecht,  s^nd  which  my  readers  will  have  the  pleafure  to 
perufc  in  its  proper  place. 

We  walked  in  the  evening  in  Greenwich  Park.  He  alked  me,  I  fuppofe 
by  way  of  trying  my  difpofition,  "  Is  not  this  very  fine  ?"  Having  no  exqui- 
fite  relifti  of  the  beauties  of  Nature,  and  being  more  delighted  with  "  the 
bufy  hum  of  men,**  I  anfwered,  "  Yes,  Sir  j  but  not  equal  to  Flect-ftreet." 
Johnson.  "  You  are  right,  Sin". 

I  am  aware  that  many  of  my  readers  may  cenfure  my  want  of  tafte.  Let 
me,  however,  flicker  myfelf  under  the  authority  of  a  very  fafliionable  Baronet 
in  the  brilliant  world,  who,  on  his  attention  being  called  to  the  fmgrance  of 
a  May  evening  in  the  country,  obferved,  "  This,  may  be  very  well  j  but,  for 
my  part,  I  prefer  the  fmcll  of  a  flambeau  at  the  play-houfe." 

We  ftaid  fo  long  at  Greenwich,  tliat  our  fail  up  the  river,  in  our  return  tt> 
London,  was  by  no  means  fo  pleafant  as  in  die  morning ;  for  the  night  air 
was  fo  cold  that  it  made  me  fliiver.  I  was  the  more  fenfible  of  it  from  having 
fat  up  all  the  night  before,  recoUefting  and  writing  in  my  journal  what  I  thought 
worthy  of  prefervation ;  an  exertion,  which,  during  the  firfl:  part  of  my 
acquaintance  with  Johnfon,  I  frequendy  made.  I  remefnber  having  fat  up 
four  nights  in  one  week,  without  being  much  incommoded  in  the  day  time, 

Johnfon,  whofe  robufl:  frame  was  not  in  the  kafl:  aflifted  by  the  cold, 
fcolded  me,  as  if  my  fliivcring  had  been  a  paltry  effeminacy,  faying,  '*  Why 
do  you  fliiver?"  Sir  William  Scott,  of  the  Commons,  told  me,  that. when 
he  complained  of  a  head-ach  in  the  pofl:-chaife,  as  they  were  travelling  toge- 
ther to  Scodand,  Johnfon  treated  him  in  the  fame  manner :  "  At  your  age, 
Sir^  I  had  no  head-ach.''  It  is  not  eafy  to  make  allowance  for  fenfations  in 
odiers,  which  we  ourfelves  have  not  at  the  time.  We  mufl:  all  have  experienced 
how  very  difierendy  we  are  afiefted  by  the  complaints  of  our  neighbours,  when 
we  are  well  and  when  we  (ire  ill.  In  full  health,  we  can  fcarcely  believe  that  they 
fuffer  much  5  fo  faint  is  the  image  of  pain  upon  our  imagination :  when 
foftened  by  ficknefs,  we  readily  fympathize  with  the  fufferings  of  others. 
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We  concluded  the  day  at  the  Turk's  Head  cofFce-houfe  very  focially.  He 
was  pleafed  to  liften  to  a  particular  account  which  I  gave  hina  of  my  family^ 
and  of  its  hereditary  eftatc,  as  to  the  extent  and  population  of  which  he  afked 
•  queftions,.  and  made  calculations ;  recommending,  at  the  fame  time,  a  liberal 
kindnefs  to  the  tenantry,  as  people  over  whom  the  proprietor  was  placed  by 
Providence.  H^.  took  delight  in  hearing  my  defcription  of  the  romantick 
feat  of  my  anceftors.  «  I  muft  be  there,  Sir,  (faid  he)  and  we  will  live  in 
the  old  c^e ;  and  if  there  is  not  a  room  in  it  remaining,  we  will  build  one." 
1  was  highly  flattered,  but  could  fcarcely  indulge  a  hope  that  Auchinleck 
would  indeed  be  honoured  by  his  prefence,  and  celebrated  by  a  defcription^ 
as  it  afterwards  was,  in  his  "  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Iflands." 

After  we  had  again  talked  of  my  fetting  out  for  Holland,  he  laid  «^  I  muft 
fee  thee  out  of  England  :  I  will  accompany  you  to  Harwich."  I  could  not 
fkid  words  to  exprefs  what  I  felt  upon  this  unexpeftcd  and  very  great  mark 
of  his  afFeftionate  regard. 

Next  day,  Sunday,  July  31,  I  told  him  I  had  been  that  morning  at  a 
meeting  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  where  I  had  heaid  a  woman  preach* 
Johnson.  ^*  Sir,  a  woman's  preaching  is  like  a  dog's  walking  on  his  hinder 
legs.     It  is  not  done  well  j  but  you  are  furprized  to  find  it  done  at  all." 

On  Tuefday,  Auguft  2,  (the  day  of  my  departure  from  London  having 
been  fixed  for  the  5th,)  Dr.  Johnfon  did  me  the  honour  to  pafs  a  part  of  the 
morning  with  me  at  my  Chambers.  He  faid,  that  "  he  always  felt  an  incli- 
nation to  do  nothing."  I  obferved,  that  it  was  ftrange  to  think  that  the  moft 
indolent  man- in. Britain  had  written  the  moft  laborious  work,  The  English 
Dictionary.  .. 

I  mentioned  an  imprudent  publication,  by  a  certain  friend  of  his,  at  an  early  ' 
period  of  life,  and  afked  him  if  he  thought  it  would  hurt  him.     Johnson^. 
**  No,  Sir^  not  much.     It  may,  perhaps,  be  mentioned  at  an  eleftioft." 

I  had  now  made  good  my  title  to  be  a  privileged  man,  and  was  carried  by 
him  in  the  evening  to  drink  tea  with  Mifs  Williams,  whom,  though  under 
the  misfortune  of  having  loft  her  fight,  I  found  to  be  agreeable  in  conver- 
fation;  for  flie  had  a  variety  of  literature,  and  expreffed  herfelf  well,-  but  her 
peculiar  value  was  the  intimacy  in  which  Ihe  had  long  lived  with  Johnfon,  by 
which  fhc  was  well  acquainted  with  his  habits,,  and  knew  how  to  lead. him  on 
to  talk« 

After  tea  he  carried  me  to  what  he  called  his  walk,  which  was  a  long  narrow 
paved  court  in  the  neighbourhood,  overlhadowcd  by  fome  trees.  There  we 
iauntcred  a  confidei-able  time  i   and  I  complained  to  him  that  my  love,  of 
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London   and  of  his  company  was   fuch,   that  I  fhrunk  almoft  from   the     >  763* 
tho\ight  of  going  away  even  to  travel,  which  is  generally  fo  much  defired  by  ^2fT[^ 
young  men.     He  roufed  me  by  manly  and  fpirited  converfation.     He  advifed 
nie,  when  fettled  in  any  place  abroad,  to  ftudy  with  an  eagernefs  after  know- 
ledge, and  to  apply  to  Greek  an  hour  every  day ;   and  when  I  was  moving 
about,  to  read  diligendy  the  great  book  of  mankind. 

On  Wednefday,  Auguft  3,  we  had  our  laft  focial  evening  at  die  Turk's 
Head  cofFee-houfe,  before  my  letting  out  for  foreign  parts,  I  had  the  mif- 
fortune,  before  we  parted,  to  irritate  him  unintentionally.  I  mentioned  to 
him  how  common  it  was  in  the  world  to  tell  abfurd  (lories  of  him,  and  to 
afcribe  to  him  very  ftrange  fayings.  Johnson.  "  What  do  they  make  me 
fay.  Sir  ?'*  Boswell.  *'  Why,  Sir,  as  an  inftance  very  ftrange  indeed,  (laugh- 
ing heartily  as  I  fpoke,)  David  Hume  told  me,  you  faid  that  you  would  ftand 
before  a  battery  of  cannon,  to  reftore  the  Convocation  to  its  fiiU  powers."— 
Litde  did  I  apprehend  that  he  had  adtually  faid  this ;  but  I  was  loon  convinced  ' 

of  my  errour ;  for,  with  a  determined  look,  he  thundered  out,.  "  And  would 
I  not.  Sir  ?  Shall  the  Prelbyterian  Kirk  of  Scotland  have  its  General  Affem- 
bly,  and  the  Church  of  Engjand  be  denied  its  Convocation  ?"  He  was 
walking  up  and  down  the  room  while  I  told,  hin^^the  anecdote ;  but  when  he 
uttered  this  exploficm  of  highrchurch  zeal,  he  had  come  clofc  to  my  chair, 
and  his  eyes  flalhed  with  indignation.  I  bowed  to  the  ftorm,  and  diverted  the 
force  of  it,  by  leading  him  to  expatiate  on  the  influence  which  religioa 
derived  from  maintaining  the  church  with  great  external  relpeftability. 

I  muft  not  omit  to  mention  that  he  this  year  wrote  "  The  Life  of  Afcham,f " 
and  the  Dedication  to  the  Earl  of  Shaftelbury,j-  prefixed  to  the  edition  o£ 
that  writer's  Englifli  works,  publifhed  by  Mr.  Bennet.  ^ 

On  Friday,  Auguft  5,  we  fet  out  early  in  the  morning  in  the  Harwich 
ftage  coach.  A  fat  elderly  gentlewoman,  and  a  young  Dutchman,  feemed  the 
moft  inclined  among  us  to  converfation.  At  the  inn  where  we  dined,  the  gentle- 
woman laid  that  Ihe  had  done  her  beft  to  educate  her  children  i  and,, particu- 
larly, that  Ihe  had  never  fufiercd  them  to  be  a  moment  idle.  Johnson.  "  t 
wilh.  Madam,  you  would  educate  me  too;  for  I  have  been. an  idle  fellow  all 
my  life."  "  I  am  fure.  Sir,  (faid  Ihe)  you  have  not.  been  idle."  Johnson. 
^*  Nay,  Madam,  it  is  very  true;  and  that  gentieman  there  (pointing  to  me,), 
has  been  idle.  He  was  idle  at  Edinburgh..  His  father  fent  hinxto  Glafgow> 
where  he  continued  to  be  idle.  He  then  came  to  London,  where  he  has. 
been  very  idle  i  and  now  he  is  gobg  to  Utrecht,;  where  he  will  be  as  idle  as. 
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176 J.  ever."  I  aflced  lum  privately  how  he  could  expole  me  fo.  Johnson.  "P<A, 
^firat.  ci.  P^^ '  (^^*^  ^^)  ^^y  knew  nothing  about  you,  and  will  think  of  it  no  more.'* 
In  the  afternoon  the  gentlewoman  talked  violently  againft  the  Roman  Catho- 
licks,  and  of  the  horrours  of  the  Inquilition,  To  the  utter  aftonilhment  of 
all  the  paflengers  but  myfelf,  who  knew  that  he  could  talk  upon  any  fide  of  a 
queftion,  he  defended  the  Inquifition,  and  maintained,  that "  falfe  do&rine  (hould 
be  checked  on  its  firft  appearance ;  that  the  civil  porwer  ihould  unite  with  the 
church  in  punifhing  thofc  who  dared  to  attack  the  eftablifhed  religion,  and  that 
fuch  only  were  punifhed  by  the  Inquifition/'  He  had  in  his  pocket  "  Pomptmius 
Mela  dejitu  Orbis^*  in  which  he  read  occafionally,  and  feemed  very  intent  upon 
ancient  geography.  Though  by  no  means  niggardly,  his  attention  to  what 
was  generally  right  was  fo  minute,  that  having  obferved  at  one  of  the  (lages 
that  I  oftentatioufly  gave  a  (hilling  to  the  coachman,  when  the  cuftom  was  for 
each  paflcnger  to  give  only  fix-p«nce,  he  took  me  afide  and  fcoldcd  me,  faying 
that  what  I  had  done  would  make  the  coachman  diflatisfied  with  all  the  reft 
of  the  paflengers,  who  gave  him  no  more  than  his  due.  This  was  a  juft 
reprimand  j  for  in  whatever  way  a  man  may  indulge  his  generofity  or  his  vanity 
in  (pending  his  money,  for  the  fake  of  others  he  ought  not  to  raifc  the  price 
of  any  article  for  which  there  is  a  conilant  demand. 

•  He  talked  of  Mr.  Blacklock's  poetry,  fo  far  as  it  was  defcriprive  of  vifible 
objedls  J  and  obferved,  that  **  as  its  authour  had  the  misfortune  to  be  blind, 
we  may  be  abfolutely  fure  that  fuch  paflages  are  combinations  of  what  he 
has  remembered  of  the  works  of  other  writers  who  could  fee.  That  foolifh 
fellow  Spence  .has  laboured  to  explain  philofophically  how  Blacklock  may 
'  have  done,  by  means  of  his  own  faculties>  what  it  is  impoflible  he  ftiould 
do.  The  folution/  as  I  have  given  it,  is  plain.  Suppofe,'I  know  a  man  to 
be  fo  lame  that  he  is  abfolutely  incapable  to  move  himfelf,  and  I  find  him  in 
a  different  room  fi-om  that  in  which  I  left  him  j  fliall  I  puzzle  myfelf  with  idle 
conjeftures,  that,  perhaps,  his  nerves  have  by  fonie  unknown  change  all  at 
once  become  effcdtive  ?  No,  Sir;  it  is  clear  how  he  got  into  a  different  room. 
He  was  carried,^* 

Having  ftopped  a  night  at  Colchefter,  Johnfpn  talked  of  that  town 
with  veneration,  for  having  ftood  a  fiege  for  Charles  the  Firft.  The  Dutch- 
man alone  now  remained  with  us.  He  fpoke  Englilh  tolerably  well  j  and 
thinking  to  recommend  himfelf  to  us  by  expatiating  on  the  fuperiority  of 
the  criminal  jurifprudence  of  this  country  over  that  of  Holland,  he  inveighed 
againft  the  barbarity  of  putting  an  accufed  perfon  to  the  torture,  in  order  to 
force  a  confelfion.     But  Johnfon  was  as  ready  for  this,  as  for  the  Inquifition, 
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*^  Why,  Sir,  you  do  not,  I  find,  underftand  the  law  of  your  own  country.  The      '7^3* 
torture  in  Holland  is  confidered  as  a  fevour  to  an  accufed  pcrfon  -,  for  no  man  ]^at.  54! 
is  put  to  the  torture  there,  unlefs  there  is  as  much  evidence  againfl:  him  as 
would  amount  to  conviftion  in  England.     An  accufed  perfon  among  you, 

therefore,  has  one  chance  more  to  efcape  punilhment,  than  thofe  who  are  tried 
among  us." 

At  fupper  this  night  he  talked  of  good  eating  with  uncommon  latisfaftion.  -^ 
*'  Some  pebple  (faid  he,)  have  a  fbolifh  way  of  not  minding,  or  pretending  not 
to  mind,  what  they  eat.  For  my  part,  I  mind  my  belly  very  ftudioufly,  and  very 
carefully ;  for  I  look  upon  it,  that  he  who  does  not  mind  his  belly  will  hardly 
mind  any  thing  elfe."  He  now  appeared  to  me  Jean  Bull  philofopkey  and  he 
was,  for  the  moment,  not  only  ferious  but  vehement.  Yet  I  have  heard  him, 
upon  other  occafions,  talk  with  great  contempt  of  people  who  were  anxious  to 
gratify  their  palates ;  and  the  206th  number  of  his  Rambler  is  a  mafterly  eflay 
againft  gulofity.  His  praftice,  indeed,  I  muft  acknowledge,  may  be  con- 
fidered as  cafting  the  balance  of  his  different  opinions  upon  this  fubjeft ;  for  I 
never  knew  any  man  who  relifhed  good  eating  rnore  than  he  did.  When  at 
table,  he  was  totally  abforbed  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  moment ;  his  looks  feemed 
rivetted  to  his  plate  j  nor  would  he,  unlefs  when  in  very  high  company,  fay 
one  word,  or  even  pay  the  leaft  attention  to  what  was  faid  by  others,  till  he 
had  iatisfied  his  appetite,  which  was  fo  fierce,  and  indulged  with  fuch  intenfcr- 
nefs,  that  while  in  the  aft  of  eating,  the  veins  of  his  forehead  fwelled,  and 
generally  a  flirong  perlpiration  was  vifible.  To  thofe  whofc  fcnfations  were 
delicate,  this  could  not  but  be  difgufting  \  and  it  was  doubtlefs  not  veiy  fuit- 
able  to  the  charafter  of  a  philofopher,  who  fliould  be  diftinguifhed  by  felf- 
command.  But  it  muft  be  owned,  that  Johnfon,  though  he  could  be  rigidly 
abjiemiousj  was  not  a  temperate  man  either  in  eating  or  drinking.  He  could 
refrain,  but  he  could  not  ufe  moderately.  He  told  me,  that  he  had  fafted 
two  days  without  inconvenience,  and  that  he  had  never  been  hungry  but  once. 
They  who  beheld  with  wonder  how  much  he  eat  upon  all  occafions  when  his 
dinner  was  to  his  tafte,  could  not  eafily  conceive  what  he  muft  have  meant  by 
hunger;  and  not  only  was  hesremarkable  for  the  extraordinary  quantity  which  he 
eat,  but  he  W4s,  or  affefted  to  be,  a  man  of  very  nice  difcernment  in  the 
fcience  of  cookery.  He  ufed  to  defcant  critically  on  the  difties  which  had  beea 
at  table  where  he  had  dined  or  fupped,  and  to  recolleft  very  minutely  what  he 
had  liked.  I  remember,  when  he  was  jn  Scodand,  his  praifing  "  GordotC^ 
falatesy'  (a  difli  of  palates  at  the  Honourable  Alexander  Gordon's,)  with  a 
warmth  of  cxpreflion  which  might  have  done  honour  to  more  important 
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Iiibje6te.  *'  As  for  — « — *s  imitation  of  a  made  dijb  it  was  a  wretched  attempt.*^ 
He  about  the  fame  time  was  fo  much  dilpleafed  with  the  perfbrmances  of  a 
nobleman's  French  cook,  that  he  exclaimed  with  vehemence,  *'  I'd  throw  luch 
a  rafcal  into  the  river ;"  and  he  then  proceeded  to  alarm  a  lady  at  whofe  houfe 
he  was  to  fup,  by  the  following  manifefto  of  his  fkiU :  *^  I,  Madam,  who  live 
at  a  variety  of  good  tables,  am  a  much  better  judge  of  cookery,  than  any 
perfon  who  has  a  very  tolerable  cook,  but  lives  much  at  home  j  for  his  palate 
43  gradually  adapted  to  the  tafte  of  his  cook ;  whereas,  Madam,  in  trying  by 
a  wider  range,  I  can  more  cxquifitely  judge."  When  invited  to  dine,  even  with 
an  intimate  friend,  he  was  not  pleafed  if  fomething  better  than  a  plain  dinner 
was  not  prepared  for  him.  I  have  heard  him  fay  on  fuch  an  occafion,  "  This 
was  a  good  dinner  enough,  to  be  fure ;  but  it  was  not  a  dinner  to  q/k  jsl  man 
to."  On  the  other  hand,  he  was  wont  to  exprefs,  with  great  glee,  his  fatif- 
faflion  when  he  had  been  entertained  quite  to  ^  his  mind.  One  day  when  he 
had  dined  with  his  neighbour  and  landlord  in  Bolt-court,  Mr.  Allen,  the 
printer,  whofe  old  houfekeeper  had  ftudied  his  tafte  in  every  thing,  he  pro- 
nounced diis  eulogy,  "  Sir,  we  could  not  have  had  a  better  dinner  had  there 
been  a  Synod  of  Cooks J^ 

While  we  were  left  by  ourfelves,  after  the  Dutchman  had  gone  to  bed. 
Dr.  Johnfon  tallced  of  that  ftudied  behaviour  which  many  have  recommended 
and  praftifed.  He  difapproved  of  it ;  and  faid,  "  I  never  confidcred  whether  I 
fliould  be  a  grave  man,  or  a^  merry  man,  but  juft  let  inclination,  for  the  time> 
have  .its  courfe." 

He  flattered  me  wijth  fome  hopes  that  he  would,  in  the  courfe  of  the  follow- 
ing fummer,  come  over  to  Holland,  and  accompany  me  in  a  tour  through 
the  ^lethcrlands. 

I  teized  him  with  fanciful  apprehenfions  of  unhappinefs.  A  moth  having 
fluttered  round  the  candle,  and  burnt  itfelf,  he  laid  hold  of  this  littk  inci- 
dent to  admonifh  me  j  faying,  with  a  fly  look,  and  in  a  folemn  but  quiet 
tone,  *^  That  creature  was  its  own  tormentor,  and  I  believe  its  name  was 

BOSWELL.^' 

Next  day  we  got  to  Harwich  to  dinnpr;  and  my  paflage  in  the  packet- 
boat  to  Helvoetfluys  being  fecured^  and  my  baggage  put  on  board,  we  dined 
at  our  inn  by  ourfelves.  I  happened  to  fay  it  would  be  terrible  if  he  fhouM 
jiot  find  a  fpeedy  opportunity  of  returning  to  London,  and  be  confined  to  fo 
Jul!  a  place.  Johnson.  "  Don't,  Sir,  accuftom  yourfelf  to  ufc  big  words 
for  little  matters.  It  would  not  be  terrible^  though  I  were  to  be  detained 
ibme  time  here."    The  pradice  of  nfmg  wprds  of  difproportionate  magnitude, 

is. 
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tude,  is,  no  doubt,  too  ircqucnt  every  where ;  but,  I  think,  moft  remarkable      ^i^s- 
aftiong  the  French,   of  which,  all  who  have  travelled  in  France  muft  have  .fitat.ci! 
been  ftruck  with  innumerable  inftances. 

We  went  and  looked  at  the  church,  and  having  gone  into  it  and  walked  up 
to  the  altar,  Johnfon,  whofe  piety  was  conftant  and  fervent,  fcnt  me  to  my 
knees,  faying,  *'  Now  that  you  are  going  to  leave  your  native  country,  recom- 
mend yourfelf  to  the  proteftion  of  your  Creator  and  Redeemer," 

After  we  came  out  of  the  church,  we  flood  talking  for  fome  time  together 
of  Bifhop  Berkeley's  ingenious  fophiftry  to  prove  the  non-exiftence  of  matter, 
and  that  every  thing  in  the  univerfe  is  merely  ideal.  I  obfcrved,  that  though 
we  are  fatisficd  his  doftrine  is  not  true,  it  is  impoffible  to  refute  it.  I  never 
fhall  forget  the  alacrity  with  which  Johnfon  anfwered,  ftriking  his  foot  with 
mighty  force  againft  a  large  ftone,  till  he  rebounded  from  it,  '^  I  refute  it  fhus.*' 
This  was  a  ftout  exemplification  of  the  ^rji  truths  of  Pere  Bouffiety  or  the 
original  principles  of  Reid  and  of  Beattie ;  without  admitting  which,  we  can  po 
more  argue  in  metaphyficks,  than  we  can  argue  in  mathematicks  without 
axioms.  To  me  it  is  not  conceivable  how  Berkeley  can  be  anfwered  by  pure 
reafoning.  But  I  know  that  the  nice  and  difficuk  talk  was  to  have  been  under- 
taken by  one  of  the  mofl  luminous  minds  of  the  prefent  age ;  had  not  politicks 
*'  turned  him  from  calm  philolbphy  afide,"  What  an  admirable  dilplay  of 
fubtilty^  united  with  brilliance,  might  his  contending  with  Berkeley  have 
afforded  us !  How  muft  we,  when  we  refled  on  the  lofs  of  fuch  an  intel- 
ledtual  feaft^  regret  that  he  ftiould  be  charadterifed  as  the  man^  / 

**  Who  born  for  the  univerie  narrowed  his  mind, 

^^  And  to  party  gave  up  what  was  meant  for  mankind  ? " 

^y  revered  friend  walked  down  with  me  to  the  beach,  where  we  embraced 
and  parted  with  tenderhefs,  and  engaged  to  correipond  by  letters.  I  faid,  ^  I 
hope.  Sir,  you  will  not  forget  me  in  niy  abfence.'*  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir, 
it  is  more  likely  you  Ihould  forjget  me,  than  that  I  fliould  forget  you/'  As 
the  vcffel  pi|t  out  to  fca,  I  kept  my  eyes  upon  him  for  a  confiderable  time, 
while  he  remained  rolling  his  majeftick  frame  in  his  uftial  manner  ^  at  laft  I 
perceived  him  walk  back  into  the  town,  and  he  difappeared. 

Utrecht  fceming  at  firft  very  dull  to  me,  after  the  animated  fccnes  of 
JLondon,  my  Ipirits  were  grievoufly  afFeAed;  and  I  wrote  to  Johnfon  a 
plaintive  and  defponding  letter,  to  which  he  paid  no  regard.  Afterwards, 
<when  I  had  acquired  a  firmer  tone  of  mind,  I  wrote  him  a  fecond  letter, 

L 1  cxprefling 
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17^3-     cxpreffing  much  anxiety  to  hear  from  him.    At  length  I  received  the  fbllow- 
^tat,  54.  J^g  epiftle,  which  was  of  important  fervice  to  me,  and,  I  tnift,  will  be  Co 
alfo  to  many  others. 

jf  Mr.  Mr.  Boswell,  a  la  Cour  de  VEmpereury  Utrecht. 

•*  Dear  Sir, 

"YOU  are  not  to  think  yourfelf  forgotten,  or  criminally  negledled, 
that  you  have  had  yet  no  letter  from  me.  I  love  to  fee  my  friends,  to  hear 
from  them,  to  talk  to  them,  and  to  talk  of  them ;  but  it  is  not  without  a 
confiderable  effort  of  refblution  that  I  prevail  upon  myfclf  to  write. .  I  would 
not,  however,  gratify  my  own  indolence  by  the  omiflion  of  any  imponant 
duty,  or  any  office  of  real  kindnels. 

"  To  tell  you  that  I  am  or  am  not  well,  that  I  have  or  have  not  been  in 
the  country,  that  I  drank  your  health  in  the  room  in  which  we  fat  laft  together, 
and  that  your  acquaintance  continue  to  Ipeak  of  you  with  their  former  kind- 
neft,  topicks  with  which  thofe  letters  are  commonly  filled  which  are  written 
only  for  the  fake  of  writmg,  I  feldom  Ihall  think  worth  communicating ;  but 
if  I  can  have  it  in  my  power  to  calm  any  harraffing  difquiet,  to  excite  any 
virtuous  defire,  to  reftify  any  important  opinion,  or  fortify  any  generous  refo- 
lution,  you  need  not  doubt  but  I  Ihall  at  leaft  wifh  to  prefer  the  pleafure  of 
gratifying  a  fiiend  much  lefs  efleemed  than  yourfelf,  before  the  gloomy  cahn 
of  idle  vacancy.  Whether  I  Ihall  eafily  arrive  at  an  exa6t  punftuality  of 
correfpondence,  I  cannot  tell.  I  fhall,  at  prefent,  expeft  that  you  will  receive 
this  in  return  for  two  which  I  have  had  from  you.  The  firfl:^  indeed,  gave 
me  an  account  fb  hopelefs  of  the  ftate  of  your  mind,  that  it  hardly  admitted 
or  deferved  an  anfwer  \  by  the  fecond  I  was  much  better  pleafed :  and  the 
pleafure  will  flill  be  increafed  by  fuch  a  narrative  of  the  progrefs  of  your 
ftudies,  as  may  evince  the  continuance  of  an  equal  and  rational  application  of 
your  mind  to  fome  ufeful  enquiry. 

*«  You  will,  perhaps,  wilh  to  a(k,  what  ftudy  I  would  recommend.  I  Ihall 
not  ^eak  of  theology,  becaufe  it  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  queftion 
whether  you  fhall  endeavour  to  knpw  the  will  of  Godi 

*'  I  Ihall,  therefore,  confider  only  Ilich  ftudies  as  we  are  at  liberty  to  purfue 
or  to  negleft ;  and  of  thefe  I  know  not  how  you  will  make  a  better  choice; 
than  by  ftudying  the  civil  law,  as  your  father  advifes,  and  the  ancient  languages^ 
as  you  had  determined,  for  yourfelf  i  at  leaft  refolve,  while  yoy  remain  in  any 
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lettled  rclidcnce,  to  (pcnd  a  certain  number  of  hours  everyday  amongft  your     '765. 
books.     The  diffipation  of  thought,  of  which  you  complain,  is  nothing  more  ISatTci! 
than  the  vacillation  of  a  mind  lulpended  between  different  motives,    and 
changing  its  direftion  as  any  motive  gains  or  lofes  ftrcngth* ''  If  you  can  but  -  *• 
kindle  in  your  mind  any  ftrong  defire,  if  you  can  but  keep  predominant  any 
wifli  for  fome  particular  excellence  or  attainment,  the  gufts  of  imagination  will 
break  away,  without  any  efFeft  upon  your  conduft,  and  commonly  without 
any  traces  left  upon  the  memory.  ^ 

"There  lurks,  perhaps,  in  every  human  heart  a  defire  of  djpinftion, 
which  inclines  every  man  firft  to  hope,  and  then  to  believe,  that  Nature  has  * 
given  him  fomething  peculiar  to  himfelf.  This  vanity  makes  one  mind  nurfe 
averfions,  and  another  aftuate  defires,  till  they  rife  by  art  much  above  their 
original  ftate  of  power  j  and  as  affedation,  in  time,  improves  to  habit,  they 
at  laft  tyrannife  over  him  who  at  firft  encouraged  them  only  for  fhow.  Every 
defu-e  is  a  viper  in  the  bofom,  who,  while  he  was  chill,  was  harmlefi ;  but 
when  warmth  gave  him  ftrength,  exerted  it  in  poifbn.  You  know  a  gentle- 
man, who,  when  firft  he  fet  his  foot  in  the  gay  world,  as  he  prepared  himfelf 
to  whirl  in  the  vortex  of  pleafiirc,  imagined  a  total  indifierencc  and  univerfal 
negligence  to  be  the  moft  agreeable  concomitants  of  youth,  and  the  ftrongeft 
indication  of  an  airy  temper  and  a  quick  apprehenfion.  Vacant  to  every 
obje£t,  and  fenfible  of  ever}'  impulfe,  he  thought  that  all  appearance  oi  dili- 
gence would  deduft  fomething  from  the  reputation  of  genius ;  and  hoped  that 
he  fhould  appear  to  attain,  amidft  all  the  eafe  of  careleflhefs  and  all  the  tumult 
of  diverfion,  that  knowledge  and  thofe  accomplifhments  which  mortals  of  the 
common  fabrick  obtain  only  by  mute  abftraftion  and  folitary  drudgery.  He 
tried  this  fcheme  of  life  awhile,  was  made  weary  of  it  by  his  fenfe  and  his 
virtue,  he  then  wifhed  to  return  to  his  fhidies  j  and  finding  long  habits  of  idle- 
nefs  and  pleafure  harder  to  be  cured  than  he  expeded,  ftill  willing  to  retain^ 
his  cldm  to  fome  extraordinary  prerogatives,  refolved  the  common  confe- 
quences  of  irregularity  into  an  unalterable  decree  of  deftiny,  and  concluded 
that  Nature  had  originally  formed  him  incapable  of  rational  employment. 

"  Let  all  fuch  fancies,  illufive  and  deftru6tive,  be  banifhed  henceforward 
from  your  tiioughts  for  ever.  Refolve,  and  keep  your  refolution ;  choofe, 
and  purfue  your  choice.  If  you  fpend  this  day  in  fhidy,  you  will  find  your- 
''  felf  flill  more  able  to  ftudy  to-morrow ;  hot  that  you  are  to  expeft  that  you 
fhall  at  once  obtain  a  complete  vidtory.  Depravity  is  not  very  eafily  over- 
come. Refolution  will  fometimes  relax,  and  diligence  will  fometimes  be 
interrupted  j  but  let  no  accidental  furprize  or  deviation,  whether  fhort  or  long, 
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cHfpoie  you  to  defpondency.  Confider  diefe  failings  as  incident  to  bH  man-; 
kind.  Begin  again  where  you  left  ofF^  and  endeavour  to  avoid  the  feducements 
that  prevailed  over  you  before 

*'  This,  my  dear  BofwelI>  is  advice  which>  perhaps,  has  been  often  given 
you,  and  given  you  without  efteft*  But  this  advice>  if  you  will  not  take  from 
others^  you  muft  take  from  your  own  refleftions^  if  you  purpofe  to  do  the 
duties  of  the  ftation  to  which  the  bounty  of  Providence  has  called  you. 

"  Let  me  have  a  long  letter  from  you  as  foon  as  you  can.  I  hope  you 
continue  your  journal,  and  enrich  it  with  many  obfervations  upon  the  country 
m  which^you  refide.  It  will  be  a  favour  if  you  can  get  me  any  books  in  the 
Frifick  language,  and  can  enquire  how  the  poor  are  maintained  in  the  Seven 
Provinces.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  affcdionate  fervant, 

"  London*  Dec.  8,  1763^.  Sam.  J  OH  ITS  ON.'* 


I  am  fbrry  to  obferve,  that  neither  in  my  own  minutes,  nor  in  my  letters  to 
Johnfon  which  have  been  preferved  by  hihi,  can  I  find  any  information  how 
the  poor  arc  maintained  in  the  Seven  Provinces*  But  I  fhaU  extradt  from  one 
of  my  letters  what  I  learnt  concerning  the  other  lubjeft  of  his  curiofity. 

**  I  have  made  all  poflible  enquiry  with  refpeft  to  the  Frifick  language, 
and  find  that  it  has  been  lefs  cultivated  than  any  other  of  the  northern  dialecfb ; 
a  certain  proof  of  which  is  their  deficiency  of  books.  Of  the  old  Frifick 
there  are  no  remains,  except  fome  ancient  laws  preferved  by  Scbotmus  in  his 
*  Befcbryvinge  van  dU  Heerfykheid  van  Frieflandy  and  his  *  Uijioria  Frijica* 
I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  find  thefe  books.  Profeffor  Trotz,  who  formerly 
was  of  the  Univerfity  of  Vranykcn,  ia  Friefland,  and  is  at  prefect  preparing 
an  editipn  of  all  the  Frifick.  laws,  gave  me  this  information.  Of  the  modem 
Frifick,  or  what  is  4>oken  by  the  boors  at  thi$  day^  I  have  procured  a  fpeci* 
men.  It  is  *  Gijbert  Japi^'s  Rymeleri^y  which  is  the  oidy  book  that  they 
have.  It  is  amazing,  that  they  have  no  tranflation  of  the  bible,  no  treatifes 
of  devotion,,  nor  even  any  of  the  ballad3  and  ftpry-books  which  are  fo  agree- 
able to  country  people.  You  fliall  have  Japix  by  the  firft  convenient  opportu- 
nity. I  doubt  not  to  pick  up  Scbotanus.*  Mynheer  Trot?  has  promifed  me  his 
.  afliftance^" 

^764.  Early  in  1764.  Johnfon  paid  a  vifit  to  the  Langton  femily,  at  their  feat  of 
Langton,  in  Lincolnfliire,  where  he  paflTed  fome  time,  much  to  his  latisfac- 
tion.  His  friend  Bennet  Langton,  it  will  not  be  doubted,  did  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  make  the  place  agreeable  to  fo  illuftrious  a  gueft  -,  and  the  elder 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Langton  and  his  lady^  being  fully  capable  of  underitanding  his  value>  17^. 
were  not  wanting  in  attention.  He,  however,  told  me,  that  old  Mr.  Langton,  jEtat.\  c! 
though  a  man  of  confiderable  learning,  had  fo  litde  allowance  to  make  fi^r  his 
occaiional  *'  laxity  of  talk,'*  that  becaufe  in  the  courfe  of  difcuffion  he  fome- 
times  mentioned  what  might  be  faid  in  favour  of  the  peculiar  tenets  of  the 
Romilh  church,  he  went  to  his  grave  believing  him  to  be  of  that  com- 
munion. 

Johnfon,  during  his  ftay  at  Langton,  had  the  advantage  of  a  good  library^ 
and  law  feveral  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood.  I  have  obtained  from  Mr, 
Langton  the  following  particulars  of  this  period* 

He  was  now  folly  convinced  that  he  could  not  have  been  fatisfied  wii;h  a 
country  living  i  for,  talking  of  a  relpeftable  clergyman  in  Lincolnfhire,  he 
obfcrved,  "  This  man.  Sir,  fills  up  the  duties  of  his  life  well.  I  approve  of 
him,  but  could  not  imitate  him." 

To  a  lady  who  endeavoured  to  vindicate  herfelf  from  blame  for  neglefting 
Ibcial  attention  to  worthy  neighbours,  by  faying,  "  I  would  go  to  them  if  it 
would  do  them  any  good  5"  he  faid,  "  What  good.  Madam,  do  you  expedk 
to  have  in  your  power  to  do  them  I  It  is  fhewing  them  refpeft,  and  that  is 
doing  them  good." 

So  focially  accommodating  was  he,  that  once  when  Mr.  Langton  and  h^ 
were  driving  together  in  a  coach,  and  Mr.  Langton  complained  of  being  (ick^ 
he  infilled  that  they  fhould  go  out,  and  fit  on  the  back  of  it  in  the  open 
air,  which  they  did.  And  being  fenfible  how  ftrange  the  appearance  muft  bc^ 
obferved,  that  a  countryman  whom  they  law  in  a  field  would  probably  be 
thinking,  "  If  thefe  two  madmen  Ihould  come  down^  what  would  become  of 
me?" 

Soon  after  his  return  to  London,  which  was  in  February,  was  founded  that 

club  which  exifled  long  without  a  name,  but  at  Mr.  Garrick's  foneral  became 

diftinguilhed  by  the  tide  of  The  Literary  Club.     Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds  had 

the  merit  of  being  the  firft  propofer  of  it,  to  which  Johnfon  acceded,  and  the 

original  members  were.   Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  Dr.  Johnfon,    Mr.  Edmund 

Burke,    Dn  Nugent,    Mr.  Beauclerk,   Mr.  Langton^  Dr..  Goldfmith,  Mu 

Chamicr,  and  Sir  John  Hawkins.    They  met  at  the  Turk's  Head,  in  Gerard- 

ftreet,  Soho,  one  evening  m  every  week,  at  feven,  and  generally  continued  their 

converfation  till  a  pretty  late  hour.  This  club  has  been  gradually  increafed,  and 

inftead  of  affembling  in  the  evening,  they  now  dine  together  at  a  tavern  in  Dover- 

ftrect,  once  a  fortnight,  during  the  meeting  of  Parliament.    Between  the  time 

of  its  formation,  and  the  time  at  which  this  work  is  pafling  through  the 

prcls. 
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»7^4'  prefs,  (1790,)  the  following  pcrfons,  now  dead,  were  members  of  it:  Mr. 
Mm.  KC'  Dunning,  (afterwards  Lord  Afhburton,)  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Garrick,  Dr.  Shipley 
Bifhop  of  St.  Afaph,  Mr.  Vefey,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Warton.  The  prefent 
members  are.  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Langton,  Dr.  Percy 
Bifhop  of  Dromore,  Dr.  Barnard  Bifhop  of  Killaloe,  Dr.  Marlay  Bifhop  of. 
Clonfert,  Mr.  Fox,  Dr.  George  Fordyce,  Sir  William  Scott,  Sir  Jofeph 
*  Banks,  Sir  Charles  Bunbury,  Mr.  Windham  of  Norfolk,  .Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr. 
Gibbon,  Dr.  Adarii  Smith,  Lord  Charlemont,  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  Sir 
William  Jones,  Mr.  Colman,  Mr.  Steevens,  Dr.  Burney,  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton, 
Mr.  Malone,  Lord  OfTory,  Lord  Spencer,  Lord  Lucan,  Lord  Palmerflon, 
Lord  Elliot,  Lord  Macartney,  Mr.  Richard  Burke,  junior.  Sir  William 
Hamilton,  Dr.  Warren,  Mr.  Courtenay,  and  the  writer  of  this  account. 

Sir  John  Hawkins'  reprefents  himfelf  as  a  ^^/eceder''  from  this  fociety, 
tod  affigns  as  the  reafon  of  his  *^  withdrawing  **.  himfelf  from  it,  that  its  late 
hours  were  inconfiflent  with  his  domeflick  arrangements.  In  this  he  is  not 
accurate  j  for  the  faft  was,  that  he  one  evening  attacked  Mr.  Burke  in  fb  rude 
a  manner,  that  all  the  company  teftified  their  difpleafure  i  and  at  their  next  / 
meeting  his  reception  was  fuch,  that  he  never  came  again  *. 

He  is  equally  inaccurate  with  refpeft  to  Mr.  Garrick,  of  whom  he  (ays, 
^  he  trufled  that  the  leafl  intimation  of  a  defire  to  come  among  us,  would 
procure  him  a  ready  admiflion ;  but  in  this  he  was  miflaken.  Johnfon  con- 
sulted me  upon  it ;  and  when  I  could  find  no  objeftion  to  receiving  him, 
exclaimed,—*  He  will  difhirb  us  by  his  buffoonery  / — and  afterwards  fb 
managed  matters,  that  he  was  never  formally  propofed,  and,  by  confequence, 
never  admitted  *." 

In  juflicc  both  to  Mr.  Garrick  and  Dr.  Johnfon,  I  think  it  neceffary  to 
reftify  this  mif-flatemcnt.  The  truth  is,  that  not  very  long  after  die  infli- 
tution  of  our  club,  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  was  fpeaking  of  it  to  Garrick,  "  I 
like  it  much,  (faid  he,)  I  think  I  fhall  be  of  you."  When  Sir  Jofhua  men- 
tioned  this  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  he  was  much  difpleafed  with  the  aftor's  conceit. 
**  He'll  be  of  us  J  (faid  Johnfon,)  how  does  he  know  we  will  permit  him  ?  The 
firfl  duke  in  England  has  no  right  to  hold  fuch  language."  However,  when 
Garrick  was  regularly  propofed  fome  time  afterwards,  Johnfon,  though  he 
had  taken  a  momentary  offence  at  his  arrogance,  warmly  and  kindly  fupported 
him,  and  he  was  accordingly  eledted,  was  a  mofl  agreeable  member,  and 
continued  to  attend  our  meetings  to  the  time  of  his  death, 

a 

^  Life  of  Johnfon^  p.  425*  .  ^  From  Sir  Joihua  Reynolds* 

*  Life  of  JohnfoD,  p.  425. 

Mrs. 
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Mft.  Piozai*  has  alfo  given  a  fHnilar  mifreprefentation  of  Johnfon*s  treat-     1764.. 
TOCht  -of  Garrick  in  this  paiticukr,  as  if  he  had  ufed  thefe  contemptuous  ^^^T^ 
nqprtffiOBfs :   "  If  Gamck  dm  aj^ly,  TU  black-ball  him.— Surely,  one 
^ght  to  lit  in  a  fociety  like  ours. 


'  Unelbow'd  by  a.  gamefter,  pimp,,  or  player. 


f9 


I  am  happy  to  be  enabled  by  fuch  unqueftionable  authority  as  that  of  Sir 
Jofliua  Reynolds,  as  well  as  from  my  own  knowledge,  to  vindicate  at  once 
the  heart  of  Johnfon  and  the  focial  merit  of  Garrick. 

In  this  year,  except  what  he  may  have  done  in  revifmg  Shakipeare,  we  do 
not  find  that  he  laboured  much  in  literature.  He  wrote  a  review  of  Grainger's 
"  Sugar  Cane,  a  Poem,'*  in  the  London  Chronicle.  He  told  me,  that  Dn 
Percy  wrote  the  greatefl:  part  of  this  review ;  but,  I  imagine,  he  did  not 
recoiled  it  diftindtly,  for  it  appears  to  be  moftly,  if  not  altogether,  his  own. 
He' alfo  wrote  in  the  Critical  Review,  an  account  f  of  Goldfmith's  excellent 
poem,  "  The  Traveller.'* 

The  eafe  and  independence  to  which  he  had  at  laft  attained  by  royal  muni- 
ficence, increafed  his  natural  indolence.  In  his  "  Meditations '*  he  thus 
accufes  himfelf:  "  Good  Friday,  April  20,  1764.  I  have  made  no  reforma- 
tion ;  I  have  lived  totally  ufelcfs,  more  fenfual  in  thought>  and  more  addifted 
to  wine  and  meat  ^."  And  next  morning  he  thus  feelingly  complains :  '^  My 
indolence,  lince  my  laft  reception  of  the  facrament,  has  funk  into  grofler 
flpggifhnej[s,  and  my  diflipation  Ipread  into  wilder  negligence.  My  thoughts 
have  been  clouded  with  fenfuality ;  and,  except  that  from  the  beginning  of  this 
year  I  have,  in  fome  meafure,  forborne  excefs  of  ftrong  drink,  my  appetites 
have  predominated  over  my  reafon.  A  kind  of  ftrange  oblivion  has  over- 
Ipread  me,  fo  that  I  know  not  what  has  become  of  the  laft  year ;  'and  perceive 
that  incidents  and  intelligence  pafs  over  me,  without  leaving  any  impreflion. 
He  then  folcmnly  fays,  ^ "  This  is  not  the  life  to  which  heaven  is  promifed  *  j 
and  he  earneftly  refolves  on  amendment. 

It  was  his  cuftom  to  obferve  certain  days  with  a  pious  abftraftion ;  vlzs. 
New-year's-day,  the  day  of  his  wife's  death.  Good  Friday,  Eafter-day,  and 
.  Tiis  own  birth-day.  He  diis  year  fays,  "  I  have  now  Ipent  fifty-five  years  in 
refolying  5  having,  from  the  earlieft  time  almoft  that  I  can  remember,  been 
forming  fchemes  of  a  better  life.  I  have  done  nothing.  The  need  of  doing, 
therefore,  is  preiUng,  fince  the  time  of  dobg  is  fhort.     O  God,,  grant  me  ta 

*  Letters  to  and  from  Dr.  Johnfon.     Vol.  II.  p.  278. 

^  Prayexs^and  Meditations^  p.  50.  *  Ibid.  p.>  51* 

refolve 
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refblvc  aright,  and  to  keep  my  rcfolutions,  for  Jesus  Christ's  {akc.  Amen^** 
Such  a  tcndernefs  of  confcience,  fuch  a  fervent  defire  of  improvement,  will 
rarely  be  found.  It  is,  furely,  not  decent  in  thofe  who  are  hardened  in  indif^ 
ference  to  Ipiritual  improvement,  to  treat  this  pious  anxiety  of  Johnibn  with 
contempt. 

About  this  time  he  was  afflifted  with  a  very  fevere  return  of  the  hypochon- 
driack  xiiforder,  which  was  ever  lurking  about  ^him.  He  was  fo  ill,  as,  not- 
withftanding  his  remarkable  love  of  company,  to  be  entirely  averfe  to  Ibciety, 
the  moft  fatal  fymptom  of  that  malady.  Dr.  Adams  told  me,  that,  as  aft 
old  friend,  he  was  admitted  to  vifit  him,  and  that  he  found  him  in  a  deplorable 
ilate,  fighing,  groaning,  talking  to  himfelfi  and  relUefsly  walking  from  roonti 
to  room.  He  then  ufed  this  emphatical  exprelEon  of  the  mifery  which  he  felt : 
**  I  would  confcnt  to  have  a  limb  amputated  to  recover  my  ipirits." 

Talking  to  himfelf  was,  indeed,  one  of  his  fmgularities  ever  fmce  I  knew 
him.  I  was  certain  that  he  was  frequendy  uttering  pious  ejaculations,  for 
fragments  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  have  been  diftindUy  overheard.  His  friend 
Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  of  whom  Churchill  fays, 

'^  That  Davies  hath  a  very  pretty  wife :" 

when  Dr.  Johnibn  muttered  "  lead  us  not  into  temptation,"  ufed  with  wag- 
gifli  and  gallant  humour  to  whilper  Mrs.  Davies,  "  You,  my  dear,  are  the 
caufe  of  this.** 

He  had  another  pardcularity,  of  which  none  of  his  friends  ever  ventured 
to  afk  an  explanation.  It  appeared  to  me  fbme  fuperftidous  habit,  which 
he  had  contraftcd  early,  and  from  which  he  had  never  called  upon  his 
reafon  to  dif-entangle  him.  This  was  his  anxious  care  to  go  out  or  in 
at  a  door  or  paflage,  by  a  certain  number  of  fteps  from  a  certain  point,  or 
at  leaft  fo  as  that  either  his  right  or  his  left  foot,  (I  am  not  certain  which,) 
ihould  conftantly  make  the  firft  aftual  movement  when  he  came  clofe  to  the 
door  or  paflage.  Thus  I  conjecture :  for  I  have,  upon  innumerable  occafions, 
obferved  him  fuddenly  ftop,  and  then  feem  to  count  his  fteps  with  ^  deep 
£arneftnefs  j  and  when  he  had  neglefted  or  gone  wrong  in  this  fort  of  magic^ 
movement,  I  have  feen  him  go  back  again,  put  himfelf  in  a  proper  pofture 
%o  begin  the  ceremony,  and,  having  gone  through  it,  break  from  his  abftrac- 
tion,  walk  brifldy  on,  and  join  his  companion-  A  ftrange  inftance  of  Ibme- 
jhing  of  this  nature,  even  when  on  horfeback,  happened  when  he  was  in  the 

^  Prayers  and  Meditations^  p.  58. 
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iflc  of  Sky '.    Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds  has  obferved  hini.to  go  a  good  way  about^      '7^4- 
wther  than  crofs  a  particular  alley  in  Leicefter-fields  j    but  this  Sir  Jofhua  Muiss^ 
imputed  to  his  having  had  fome  difagreeable  recoUedtion  aflbciated  with  it. 

That  the  mcft  minute  fingularities  which  belonged  to  him,  and  made  very 
obfervablc  parts  of  his  appearance  and  manner,  may  not  be  omittedj  it  is 
requifite  to  mention,  that  while  talking  or  even  mufing  as  Jie  fat  in  his  chair, 
he  commonly  ihook  Kk  head  in  a  tremulous  manner,  moving  his  body  back- 
wards and  forwards,  and  rubbing  his  left  knee  in  the  fame  direftion,  with  the 
palm  of  his  hand.  In  the  intervals  of  articulating  he  made  various  founds 
with  his  mouth,  fonietimes  as  if  ruminating,  or  what  is  called  chewing  the  cud, 
fometimes  giving  a  half  whittle,  foiqetimes  making  his  tongue  play  backwards 
from  the  roof  of  his  mo«idi,  as  if  tf^jcking  like  a  hen,  and  fometimes  pro- 
truding it  againft  his  upper  gums  in  fcont,  as  if  pronouncing  quickly  under 
his  breath,  foo,  tooy  too:  all  this  accomp^oied  fometimes  with  a  thoughtful 
look,  but  more  frequently  with  a  fmile. 

I  am  folly  aware  how  very  obvious  an  occar^n  I  here  give  for  the  fneer- 
ing  jocularity  of  fuch  as  have  no  r^lilh  of  an  ^xaft  likenefs  j  which,  to 
render  complete,  he  who  draws  it  muft  not  difdain  fc^e  flighteft  ftrokes.  But 
if  witlings  fhould  be  inclined  to  attack  this  account,  leithem  have  the  candour 
to  quote  what  I  have  offered  in  my  defence. 

He  was  for  fome  time  in  the  liimmer  it  Eafton  Maudit,  Vortharoptonfhire, 
on  a  vifit  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Percy,  now  Bilhop  of  Drom^re.  Whatever 
diffatisfaftion  he  felt  at  what  he  confidered  as  a  flow  progrefs  la  intelleftual 
improvement,  we  find  that  his  heart  was  tender,  and  his  afFeftiom  warm,  as 
appears  from  the  following  very  kind  letter : 

To  Joshua  Reynolds,  Efq.  in  Leicefter-Fields^  Londm* 

<^  Dear  Sir, 

*^  I  D I D  not  hear  of  your  ficknefs  till  I  heard  like  wife  of  your  reco- 
very, and  therefore  efcaped  that  part  of  your  pain,  which  every  man  muft 
feel,  to  whom  you  are  known  as  you  are  known  to  me. 

*^  Having  had  no  particular  account  of  your  diforder,  I  know  not  in  what 
flate  it  has  left  you.  If  the  amufement  of  my  company  can  exhilarate  the 
languor  of  a  flow  recovery,  I  will  not  delay  a  day  to  come  to  you  \  for  I 
Jcnow  not  how  I  can  fo  effeftually  promote  my  own  pleafure  as  by  pleaiing 

■  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  316. 

M  m  you. 
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you,  t)r  my  own  intereft  as  by  preferving  you,  in  whom,  if  I  fhouH  lofe  you, 
I  fhould  lofe  almoft  the  only  man  whom  I  call  a  friend 

"  Pray  let  me  hear  of  you  from  yourfelf,  or  from  dear  Mils  Reynolds.. 
Make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Mudge.    I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  afFeftionate 

"  And  moft  humble  fervant 

«*  At  the  Rev.  Mr.  Percy's,  at  Eafton  «  SaM.  JoflNSON." 

Maudit,  Northamptonlbire»    (by 
Caftle  Aihby,)  Aug.  19,  1764.'* 

1765.  Early  in  the  year  1765  he  paid  a  fhort  ^I'fit  to  the  tJniverfity  of  Cam^ 
*  bridge,  -with  his  friend  Mr.  Beauclerk.  There  is  a  lively  pifturefque  account 
of  his  behaviour  on  this  vifit,  in  the  Gei^cleman's  Magazine  for  March  178^, 
being  an  extraft  of  a  letter  from  the  H^  Dr.  John  Sharp.  The  two  following 
fentences  arc  very  charafteriftical :  *'  He  drank  his  large  potations  of  tea  with 
me,  interrupted  by  many  an  incVgnant  contradiftion,  and  many  a  noble  fenti- 
ment.''— — "  Several  perfons  got  into  his  qompany  the  laft  eveoing  at  Trinity, 
where,  about  twelve,  he  began  to  be  very  great  j  ftripped  poor  Mrs.  Macaulay 
to  the  very  fkin,  then  ga^^e  her  ipr  his  toaft,  and  drank  her  in  two  bumpers.** 

The  ftriftnefs  of  h^  felf-examination  and  fcrupulous  Chriftian  humility, 
appear  in  his  pious  .meditation  on  Eafter-day  this  year, — "  I  purpofe  again  to 
partake  of  the  bkfled  facrament ;  yet  when  I  confider  how  vainly  I  have 
hitherto  refolvei  at  this  annual  commemoration  of  my  Saviour's  death,  to 
regulate  my  ^'fc  by  his  laws,  I  am  almoft  afraid  to  renew  my  refolutions*.'* 

No  m*'^  ^^s  more  gratefully  fenfible  of  any  kindnefs  done  to  him  than 
Johnfbii.  There  is  a  litde  circumftance  in  his  diary  this  year,  which  fliews 
him  in  a  very  amiable  light. 

'*  July  3.  I  paid  Mr.  Simpfon '  ten  guineas,  which  he  had  formerly  lent 
me  in  my  neceflity,  and  for  which  Tetty  expreffed  her  gratitude.'* 

*'  July  8.    I  lent  Mr.  Simpfon  ten  guineas  more.^' 

Here  he  had  a  pleating  opportunity  of  doing  the  fame  kindnefs  to  an  old 
friend,  which  he  had  formerly  received  from  him.  Indeed  his  liberality  as  to 
money  was  very  remarkable.  The  next  article  in  his  diary  is,  "July  16,  I 
received  fcventy-five  pounds.    Lent  Mr.  Davies  twenty-five*'* 

*  Prayers  and  Meditations^  p.  61. 

'  Jofeph  Simpfon,  Efq.  mentioned  in  p.  i88.  He  wrote  a  tragedy  entided  "  The  Patriot  ;'* 
in  which  Dr.  Johnfon  having  made  fome  corre^ions,  advantage  was  taken  of  this  circumftance 
after  his  deaths  and  the  i^eoe  falfely  publiflied  under  his  name, 

4  He 
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He  appears  this  year  to  have  been  feized  with  a  temporary  fit  of  ambition,      '7^;* 
for  he  had  thoughts  both  of  ftudying  law  and  of  engaging  in  politicks.     His  Ej^Tst. 
*«  Pray€fr  before  the  Study  of  Law"  is  truly  admirable : 

"  Sept.  26,  1765. 

*^  Almighty  God,  the  giver  of  wildom,  without  whofe  help  refolutions  are 
Vidn,  without  whofe  blefliing  ftiidy  is  inefieftual ;  enable  me,  if  it  be  thy,will, 
to  attain  fuch  knowledge  as  may  qualify  me  to  direft  the  doubtful,  and  inlbudt 
the  ignorant ;  to  prevent  wrongs  and  terminate  contentions ;  and  grant  that  I 
may  ufe  that  knowledge  which  I  fhall  attain,  to  thy  glory  and  my  own  falva- 
tion,  f(M*  Jesus  Christ's  fake.     Amen^" 

His  prayer  in  the  view  of  becoming  a  politician  is  entided,  "  Engaging  in 
Politicks' with  H  ■  n,"  no  doubt  his  friend,  the  Right  Honourable 
William  Gerard  Hamilton,  for  whom,  during  a  long  acquaintance,  he  had 
a  great  eftcem,  and  to  whofe  converfation  he  once  p^d  this  high  compli- 
ment :  "  I  am  very  unwilling  to  be  left  alone.  Sir,  and  therefore  I  go  with 
iXiy  company  down  the  firft  psdr  of  ftairs,  in  fome  hopes  that  they  may,  per- 
haps, return  again.  I  go  with  you.  Sir,  as  far  as  the  ftreet-door."  In  what 
particular  department  he  intended  to  engage  does  not  appear,  nor  can  Mr. 
Hamilton  explain.  His  prayer  is  in  general  terms.  ^*  Enlighten  my  under- 
ftanding  with  knowledge  of  right,  and  govern  my  will  by  thy  laws,  that  no 
deceit  may  miflead  me,  hor  temptation  corrupt  me ;  that  I  may  always  endea- 
vour to  do  good,  and  hmder  evil  ^"  There  is  nothing  upon  the  fubjedt  in 
his  diary. 

This  year  was  diftinguiflied  by  his  being  introduced  into  the  family  of  Mr. 
Thrale,  one  of  the  moll  ejpminent  brewers  in  England,  and  Member  of  Par- 
liament for  the  borough  of  Southwark.  Foreigners  are  not  a  little  amazed 
when  they  hear  of  brewers,  diftillers,  and  men  in  fimilar  departments  of  trade, 
held  forth  as  perfons  of  confiderable  confequence.  In  this  great  commercial 
country  it  is  natural  that  a  fituation  which  produces  much  wealth  Ihould  be 
confifHered  as  very  refpeftable  j  and,  no  doubt,  honefl  iriduftry  is  entitled  to 
cfteem.  But,  perhaps,  the  too  rapid  advance  of  men  of  low  extraftion  tends 
to  leflen  the  value  of  that  diflinAioh  by  birth  and  gentility,  which  has  ever 
been  found  beneficial  to  the  grand  fcheme  of  fubordination.  Johnfon  ufed  to 
give  this  account  of  the  rife  of  Mr.  Thrale's  father :  "  He  worked  at  fix 
(hillings  a  week  for  twenty  years  in  the  great  brewery,  which  afterwards  was 
his  own.     The  proprietor  of  it  had  an  only  daughter,  who  was  married  to  a 

^  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p,  66»  '  Ibid.  p.  67* 

Mm  a  nobleman. 
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n^i*  nobleman.  It  was  not  fit  that  a  peer  fliouW  continue  the  bufinefs.  On 
'.£tatt^6.  ^^^  ol<i  man^s  death,  therefore,  the  brewery  was  to  be  fold.  To  find  a  pur- 
chafer  for  fo  large  a  property  was  a  difficult  matter  j  and,  after  fome  time, 
it  was  fuggefted,  that  it  would  be  advifeable  to  treat  with  Thrale,  a  fenfible, 
aftive,  honeft  man,  who  had  been  long  employed  in  the  houfe,  and  to  transfer 
the  whole  to  him  for  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  fecurity  being  taken  upon  the 
property*  This  was  accordingly  fettled.  In  eleven  years  Thrale  paid  the 
purchafe-money.  He  acquired  a  large  fortune,  and  lived  to  be  Member  of 
Parliament  for  Southwark.  But  what  was  moft  remarkable  was  the  liberality 
with  which  he  ufed  his  riches.  He  gave  his  fon  and  daughters  the  belt 
education.  The  efteem  which  his  good  condu6t  procured  him  from  the 
nobleman  who  had  married  his  mailer's  daughter,  made  him  be  treated  wiUr 
much  attention ;  and  his  fon,  both  at  fchool  and  at  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford^ 
aflbciated  with  young  men  of  the  firft  rank.  His  allowance  from  his  fiither, 
after  he  left  college,  was  fplendid  j  no  lefs  than  a  thoufand  a  year.  This,  in 
a  man  who  had  rifen  as  old  Thrale  did>  was  a  very  extraordinary  inftance  of 
generofity.  He  ufed  to  fay,  *  If  this  young  dog  does  not  find  fo  much  after 
I  am  gone  as  he  expefts,  let  him  remember  that  he  has  had  a  great  deal  in 
my  own  time." 

The  fon,  though  m  affluent  circumftances,  had  good  fenfe  enough  to  carry 
on  his  father's  trade,  which  was  of  luch  extent,  that  I  remember  he  once  told 
me,  he  would  not  quit  it  for  an  annuity  of  ten  thoufand  a  year ;  "  Not  (faid 
he,)  that  I  get  ten  thoufand  a  year  by  it,  but  it  is  an  eftate  to  a  family.'". 
Having  left  daughters  only,  the  property  was  fold  for  the  immenfe  fom  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds ;  a  magnificent  proof  of  what  may  be  done 
by  fair  trade  in  no  long  period  of  time. 

There  may  be  fome  who  think  that  a  new  iyftem  of  gentility  might  be 
eftablilhed,  upon  principles  totally  different  from  what  have  hitherto  prevailed. 
Our  prefent  heraldry,  it  may  be  faid,  is  fuited  to  the  barbarous  times  in> 
which  it  had  its  origin.  It  is  chiefly  founded  upon  ferocious  merit,  upon 
military  excellence.  Why,  in  civilifed  times,  we  may  be  afked,  fhould  there 
not  be  rank  and  honours,  upon  principles,  which,  independent  of  long  cuftom^ 
are  certainly  not  lefs  worthy,  and  which,  when  once  allowed  to  be  connefted 
with  elevation  and  precedency,  would  obtain  the  fame  dignity  in  our  imagi- 
nation ?  Why  Ihould  not  the  knowledge,  the  Ikill,  the  cxpertnefs,  the 
aifTiduity,  and  the  Ipifited  hazards  of  trade  and  commerce,  when  crowned, 
with  fuccefs,  be  entitled  to  give  thofe  flattering  diflinftions  by  which  man- 
kind are  fo  univerfally  captivated 

Such 
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Such  arc  thfe  Ipccious,  but  falfe  arguments  for  a  propofition  which  always      'T^J- 
will  find  numerous  advocates,  in  a  nation  where  men  are  every  day  ftarting  £j^i  \^ 
up  from  obfcurity  to  wealth.     To  refute  them  is  necdlefe.     The  general  fenfe 
of  mankind  cries  out,    with  irrefiftible  fbrce,    "  Un  gentilbomme  efi  toujour s 
gentilbomme.'* 

Mr.  Thrale  had  married  Mifs  Hefther  Lynch  Salufbury,  of  good  Welch 

extraftion,  a  lady  of  lively  talents,  improved  by  education.     That  Johnfon's 

introdudtion  into  Mr.  Thrale's  family,    which  contributed  fo  much  to  the- 

happinefs  of  his  life,  was  owing  to  her  defire  for  his  converfarion,  is  the  mod 

probable  and  general  fuppofition.     But  it  is  not  the  truth.     Mr.  Murphy, 

who  was   intimate  with  Mr.  Thrale,    having  Ipoken  very  highly  of  Dr. 

J'^hnfon,  he  was  requefted  to  make  them  acquainted.     This  being  mentioned 

to  iohnfon,   he  accepted  of  an  invitation  to  dinner  at  Thrale's,   and  was 

fo  much  pleafed  with  his  reception,  both  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale,  and  they 

fo  much  ^leafed  with  him,  that  his  invitations  to  their  houfe  were  more  and 

more  frequ^t,  till  at  laft  he  became  one  of  the  family,  and  an.  apartmenc 

was  appropriited  to  him,    both  in.  their  houfe  in  Southwark,.  and  in  their 

villa  at  Streathan, 

Johnfon  had  a  very  fincere  efteem  for  Mr.  Thrale  as  a  man  of  excellent 
principles,  a  good  fcholar,  well  (killed  in  trade,  of  a  found  underftanding,  and 
of  nunners  fuch  as  piefented  the  charafter  of  a  plain  independent  Englifh  'Squire. 
As  this  family  will  fi^quently  be  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  the  following 
pages,  and  as  a  falfe  noiion  has  prevailed  that  Mr.  Thrale  was  inferiour,  and 
in  fome  degree  infignificair,  compared  with  Mrs.  Thrale,  it  may  be  proper  to 
give  a  true  ftate  of  the  cafe  tom  the  authority  of  Johnfon  himfelf,  .in  his  own 
words. 

"  I  know  no  man  (faid  he,)  who  is  more  mafter  of  his  wife  and  family  thar^- 
Thrale.  If  he  but  holds  up  a  finger,,  he  is  obeyed.  It  is  a  great  miftake  to 
fuppofe  that  fhe  is  above  him  in  literary  attainments.  She  is  more  flippant ; 
but  he  has  ten  times  her  learning :  ht  is  a  regular  fcholar ;  but  her  learning  is 
that  of  a  fchool-boy  in  one  of  the  lover  forms."  My  readers  may  naturally 
wifli  for  fome  reprefentation  of  the  figures  of  this  couple.  Mr.  Thrale  was  tall, 
well  proportioned,  and  ftately.  As  for  Mudam,  or  my  Mijirefs,  by  which  epithets 
Johnfon  ufed  to  mention  Mrs.  Thrale,  fhe  was  fliort,  plump,  and  briflc.  She 
has  herfelf  given  us  a  lively  view  of  the  idea  which  Johnfon  had  of  her  per- 
fon,  on  her  appearing  before  him  in  a  dark-coloured  gown :  "  You  little 
creatures  Ihould  never  wear  thofe  fort  of  clothes,  however  i  they  are  unfuit- 

able 
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1 7^ J*  able  in  every  way.  What !  have  not  all  infefts  gay  colours*^  ?"  Mr.  Thralc 
Mtax.  i6.  &^^  his  wife  a  liberal  indulgence,  both  in  the  choice  of  their  company,  and 
in  the  mode  of  entertaining  them.  He  underftood  and  valued  Johnfon,  with- 
out remiffion,  from  their  firft  acquaintance  to  the  day  of  his  death.  Mrs. 
Thrale  was  enchanted  with  Johnfon*s  converfation  for  its  own  lake,  and  had 
alfo  a  very  allowable  vanity  in  appearing  to  be  honoured  with  the  attention 
of  fb  celebrated  a  man. 

Nothing  could  be  more  fortunate  for  Johnfon  than .  this  connexion.     He 
had  at  Mr.  Thrale's  all  the  comforts  and  eyen  luxuries  of  life  j  his  melancholy 
was  diverted,  and  his  irregular  habits  leffened  by  aflbciation  with  an  agreeable 
and  well-ordered  family.     He  was  treated  with  the  utmoft  refpeft,  and  tvtn 
afFcftion.    The  vivacity  of  Mrs.  Thrale's  literary  talk  roufed  him  to  cheerfci- 
nefe  and  exertion,  even  when  they  were  alone.     But  this  was  not  ofte^  the 
cafe  3  for  he  found  here  a  conftant  fucceffion  of  what  gave  him  the  highe/t-enjoy- 
ment,  the  fociety  of  the  learned,  the  witty,  and  the  eminent  in  even-^ay,  who 
were  aflembled  in  numerous  connpanies,  called  forth  his  wonderfi*  powers,  and 
gratified  him  with  admiration,  to  which  no  man  could  be  inferrible.    - 

In  the  Oftober  of  this  year  He  at  length  gave  to  the  wo'ld  his  edition  of 
Shaklpeare,  which,  if  it  had  no  other  merit  but  that  of  prodtcing  his  Preface, 
in  which  the  excellencies  and  defedts  of  that  immortal  bar«i  are  difplayed  with 
,a  mafterly  hand,  the  nation  would  have  had  no  reafon  tc  complain.     A  blind 
indifcriminate  admiration  of  Shaklpeare  had  expofed  ^^  Britilh  nation  to  the 
ridicule  of  foreigners.     Johnfon,  by  candidly  admitnng  the  faults  of  his  poet, 
had  the  more  credit  in  beftowing  on  him  deferved  ^'id  indifputable  praife  j  and 
doubtlefs  none  of  all  his  panegyrifts  have  dom  him  half  fo  much  honour. 
Their  praife  was,  like  that  of  a  counfel,  up)n  his  own  fide  of  the  caufe : 
Johnfon's  was  like  the  grave,  well  confiderrd,  and  impartial  opinion  of  the 
judge,  wliich  falls  from  his  lips  with  weig/it,  and  is  received  with  reverence. 
What  he  did  as  a  commentator  has  m  fmall  Ihare  of  merit,    though  his 
refearches  were  not  fo  ampl6,  and  his  tnveftigations  fo  acute  as  they  might 
liave  been,  which  we  now  certainly  knew  from  the  labours  of  other  able  and 
ingenious  criticks  who  have  followed  tim.     He  has  enriched  his  edition  with  a 
concife  account  of  each  play,  and  of  its  cliaradteriftick  excellence.  Many  of  his 
notes  have  illuftrated  obfcurities  in  the  text,  and  placed  paflages  eminent  for 
beauty  in  a  more  confpicuous  light ;  md  he  has,  in  general,  exhibited  fuch  z 
mode  of  annotation,  as  may  be  beneficial  to  all  fubfequent  editors4 

f  Mrs.  Piozzi's  Anecdotes,  p.  279^ 
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His  Shakfpeare  was  virulently  attacked  by  Mr.  William  Kenrick,  who  »76^, 
obtained  the  degree  of  LL*D.  from  a.  Scotch  Univerfity,  and  wrote  for  the  ^^t!  r 5! 
bookfcllers  in  a  great  variety  of  branches.  Though  he  certainly  was  not  with- 
out confiderable  merits  he  wrote  with  fo  little  regard  to  principle  and  decorum, 
and  in  fo  hafty  a  manner,  that  his  reputation  was  neither  extenfive  nor  lading. 
I  remember  one  evenings  when  fomc  of  his  works  were  mentioned.  Dr. 
Goldfmith  faid,  he  had  never  heard  of  them ;  upon  which  Dr.  Johnfba 
obferved,  "  Sir,  he  is  one  of  the  many  who  have  made  thenifelves  publick, 
without  making  themfelves  known.*"^ 

A  young  ftudent  of  Oxford,  of  the  name  of  Barclay,  wrote  an  anfwer  tq 
Kenrick's  review  of  Johnfon's  Shakfpeare.  Johnfon  was  at  firft  angry  that 
Kenrick'is  attack  Ihould  have  the  credit  of  an  anfwer.  But  afterwards,  con- 
fidering  the  young  man's  good  intention^  he  kindly  noticed  him,  and  probably 
would  have  done  more,  had  not  the  young  man  died. 

In  his  Preface  to  Shakfpeare^  Johnfon  treated  Voltaire  very  contemptuoufly,. 
obferving,  upon  fome  of  his  remarks,.  "  Thcfe  are  the  petty  criticifms  of 
petty  wits."  Voltaire^  in  revenge,  made  an  attack  upon  Johnfon,  in  one  of 
his  numerous  literary  Tallies,  which  I  remember  to  have  read  j  but  there  being 
BO  general  index  to  his  voluminous  works,  have  fearched  for  it  in  vain,  and 
therefore  cannot  quote  it. 

Voltaire  was  an  antagonift  with  whom  I  thought  Johnfon  ihould  pot  dildaitt 
to  contend*    I  preflcd  him  to  anfwer.     He  faid,.  he  perhaps  might :  but  he 

never  didV 

Mr.  Bumey  having,  occafion  to  write  to  Johnfon  for  fome  receipts  for 
fobfcriptions  to  his  Shakfpeare,  which  Johnfon  had  omitted  to  deliver,  when 
the  money  was  paid,  he  availed  himfelf  of  that  opportunity  of  thanking  Johnfoa 
for  the  great  pleafure  which  he  had  received  from  the  pcrufal  of  his  Preface  to. 
Shakfpeare  j  which  although  it  excited  much  clamour  againft  him  at  firft,  is 
now  juftly  ranked  among  the  moft  excellent  of  his  writings.  To  this  letter,. 
Johnfon  returned  the  folWwing  anfwer : 

.  ^0  Charles  Burnet,  Efq.  in  Poland-flreen 

■«         • 

«  SlR> 

<^  I  A  M  forry  that  your  kindnefs  to  me  has  brought  upon  you  fo  much 
trouble^  though  you  have  taken  care  to  abate  that  forrow,  by  the  pleafure 
which  I  receive  from  your  approbation.  I  defend  my  criticifm  in  the  lame 
manner  with  you*    Wc  muft  confels  the  faults  of  our  favourite,  to  gain  credit 

[M  mj  to 
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17651      toour  pratfe  of  his  excellencies.     He  that  claims,  either  in  himfclf  or  fi* 
^^"^  another,  the  honours  of  ,perfc£kion,  will  furely  injure  the  reputation  which  he 

defigns  to  affift. 
*«*  Bc.plcafed  to  make  my  compUments  to  your  &mily.    1  am,  Sic, 

•**  Your  moft  obliged 

^  And  moft  humble  lerran^ 

«  Oa.  16,  176jr*  5  am.  Jo  HITS  Oft.*' 

Trinity  CdllegG,  Dublin,  at  iKis  time  turprlzcd  Johnfon  with  a  fpontafteous 
^empUment  of  the  higheft  academical  honours,  by  creating  him  Doftor  of 
Xiaws.    TJie  diploma,  which  is  in  my  poffeflion,  is  as  foUows : 

Jitus  €t  Sociijenions  CMegii  Jacroftmaa  ^  imUvidtu  TrimlaiU  Regime  EHzabethm 
juxta  Dublin^  teftamur^  Samueli  Jcbn/lm^  Armgem^'e^  egregiam/cript^nm  ekgantiam 
et  utUitat^nh  gratiam  ctmceffam  fuiffe  pro  grudu  Do&cratus  in  utroque  Jure^  a&av$ 
dii  Julih  Afmo  Ddfffim  mill4/mo  Jiptingm^m^  Jexageftmo-quinte.  In  cUjus  rd 
lejiimndum  Jingularum  numus  etJigUbm  quo  in  hijco  niimur  ^opp^imHs  s  vicejifn^ 
tertio  Me  JuUi^  Jmp  Dmini  n^l^im^  Jkfimgti/def^ 

GUL.    ClEJWEWT,^?^-^RA».   AKDRilWS.  R,   MUUKAV,'^^'  ^'*'^ 

Tho«  Wilson,  crt-fir^^^  c^^^Prap^^^^^         Rob^*».  LAW.'i^-f-^ 
Th6.  L«LAN4>,  4>^^«^-D^       '  MxCH^  Kearney.'* ^'^ 

Thi*  unfolicited  mark  of  3iffin£lioJl,  conferred  on  lb  |grcat  a  literary  cha* 
:ta6ler;,  did  much  honour  to  the  judgement  and  Uberal  ^if  it  of  that  learned 
body,  johnlbn  acknowledged  the  favour  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Leland,  one  of 
their  number;  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  a  copy  of  it. 

Both  in  1764  and  1765  it  Ihould  feem  tl^at  he  was  io  bufily  employed 
with  his  edition  of  Shakipeare,  as  to  liave  had  Uetle  leifure  for  any  other 
literary  exertion,  or^  indeed,  even  for  private  corrclp(mdence.i     He  did  not 
favour  me  with  a  fingle  letter  lor  more  than  two  years^  for  which  it  wiU    . 
appear  that  he  afterwards  apologiied. 

He  was,  however,  at  all  times  ready  to  give  «ffiftance  to  his  friends,  and 
^mhers,  in  i^vifing  their  works,  and  in  wririrtg  for  thenn  or  greatly  improving 
their  Dedications.  In  that  dourtly  fpecics  of  compofition  no  man  excelled 
Dr.  Johnfon.  Though  the  loftincfs  of  his  mind  prevented  him  from  ever 
dcdicatbg,  in  his  own  perfen^  he  wrote  a  ircry  great  number  of  Dedications 

for 
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for  otliers*  Some  of  thefe,  the  perfons  who  were  favoured  wldi  diem  arc  «7*^* 
unwilling  Ihould  be  mentioned,  from  a  too  anxious  apprehenfioni  as  I  think,  vg^/,Vy, 
that  they  might  be  fulpedted  of  having  received  larger  afiiftance ;  and  fome, 
after  all  the  diligence  I  have  bellowed,  have  efcaped  my  inquiries.  He  told 
me,  a  groat  many  years  ago,  "  he  believed  he  had  dedicated  to  all  the  Roysd 
Family  round  ;**  and  it  was  indifferent  to  him  what  was  the  flibjed):  of  die 
work  dedicated,  provided  it  were  innocent.  He  once  dedicated  fome  Mulick 
for  the  German  Flute  to  Edward  Duke  of  York.  In  writing  Dedications  for 
fathers,  he  confidered  himfelf  9s  by  no  means  ipeaking  his  own  fendments» 

Not^ddiftanding  his  long  filence,  I  never  omitted  to  write  to  him  when  I 
had  any  thing  worthy  of  communicating.  I  generally  kept  copies  of  my 
letters  to  him,  that  I  might  have  a  full  view  of  our  correfpondence,  and 
never  be  at  a  lofs  to  underftand  any  reference  in  his  letters.  He  kept  die 
greater  part  of  mine  very  carefully ;  and  a  (hort  rime  before  his  death  was 
attentive  enough  to  feal  them  up  in  bundles,  and  order  them  to  be  delivered 
to  me,  which  was  accordingly  done.  Amongft  them  I  found  one,  of  which 
I  had  not  made  a  copy,  and  which  I  own  I  read  with  pleafure  at  the  diftaiice 
of  almoft  twenty  years.  It  is  dated  November,  1765,  at  the  palace  of 
Pafcal  Paoli,  in  Corte,  the  capital  of  Corfica,  and  is  full  of  generous  enthu- 
fiafm.  After  giving  a  iketch  of  what  I  had  feen  and  heard  in  that  ifl^d^  it 
proceeded  thus :  ^'  I  dare  to  caU  this  a  ipirited  tour.  I  dare  to  challenge  your 
approbation." 

^  This  letter  produced  the  following  aofwer^  which  I  found  oa  my  arrival 
at  Paris* 

jt M".  Mn  &OSWXLI*!  <best  Mt»  Wat£rsi  B^nquier^  i Paris,. 

«  Dbar  Sir» 

^  APOLOGIES  are  fcldom  of  any  ufe.  We  wiU  delay  till  your 
arrival  die  reafons,  good  or  bad,  which  have  made  me  flich  a  fparing  and 
ungrateful  correfpondent.  Be  afTured,  for  the  prefen^  that  nothing  has  leflened 
either  the  efteem  or  love  with  which  I  difiniiled  you  at  Harwich.  Both  have 
been  increafed  by  all  that  I  have  been  told  of  you  by  yourfelf  or  others ;  and 
when  you  retttm»  you  will  return  to  an  unaltered^  and^  I  hope,  unalterable 
friend. 

^^  All  that  you  have  to  fear  from  me  is  the  vexation  of  difappointing  me. 
No  man  loves  to  fruftrate  expedtations  which  have  been  formed  in  his  &vour$ 
and  the  pleafure  which  I  promift  myfelf  from  your  journals  and  remarks  is 

N  n  fo 
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fo  great,  that  perhaps  no  degree  of  attention  or  difcernmcnt  will  be  fufficient 
to  afford  it. 

"  Come  honWj  however,  and  take  your  chance.  I  long  to  fee  you,  and  to 
hear  you ;  and  hope  that  we  fhall  not  be  fo  long  feparated  again.  Come  home, 
and  expcftTuch  a  welcome  as  is  due  to  him,  whom  a  wife  and  noUe  curipfity 
has  led,  where  perhaps  no  native  of  this  country  ever  was  before. 

"  I  have  no  news  to  tell  you  that  can  defcrve  your  notice;  nor  would  I 
willingly  leffen  the  pleafure  that  any  novelty  may  give  you  at  your  return. 
I  am  afraid  we  fhall  find  it  difficult  to  keep  among  us  a  mind  which  has  been 
fo  long  feafted  with  variety.   But  let  us  try  what  efteem  and  kindnels  can  efFcd:. 

"  As  your  father's  liberality  has  indulged  you  with  fo  long  a  rainble,  I  dopbt 
not  but  you  wilf  think  his  ficknefs,  or  even  his  defire  to  fee  you,  a  fufficient 
reafon  for  haftcning  your  return.  The  longer  we  live,  and  the  more  we  think, 
the  higher  value  we  learn  to  put  on  the  friendfhip  and  tendernefs  of  parents 
and  of  friends.  Parents  we  can  have  but  once ;  and  he  promifes  himfclf  too 
much,  who  enters  life  with  the  expeftation  of  finding  many  friends.  Upon 
fome  motive,  I  hope,  that  you  will  be  here  foon ;  and  am  willing  to  think 
that  it  will  be  an  inducement  to  your  return,,  that  it  is  fmccrely  defired 
by,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  affedtionate  humble  fervant, 

"  JohnfonVcourt,  Flect-ftrcct^  SaM.  JOHN'SOM.'* 

'  January  14,  1766. 

I  returned  to  London  in  February,  and  found  Dr.  Johnfon  in  a  good  houfe 
in  Johnfon's-court,  Fleet-fl:reet>  in  which  he  had  accommodated  Mils  Williams 
widi  an  apartment  on  the  ground  floor,  while  Mr.  Levett  occupied  his  poft  in 
the  garret :  his  faithful  Francis  was  ftiU  attending  upon  him.  He  received  me 
with  much  kindnefs.  The  fragments  of  our  firft  converfation,  which  I  have 
preferved,  are  thefe :  I  told  him  that  Voltaire,  in  a  converfation  with  me,  had 
diftinguifhed  Pope  and  Dryden  thus :— .^^  Pope  drives  a  handfome  chariot,  with 
a  couple  of  neat  trim  nags ;  Dryden  a  coach,  and  fix  ftately  horfes/'  Johnson*^ 
"  Why,  Sir,  the  truth  is,  they  both  drive  coaches  and  fix  5  but  Dryden's 
horfes  are  either  galloping  or  ftumbling:  Pope's  go  at  a  flieady  even  trot'.'*" 

'  It  is  lexnarkable,  that  Mr.  Gra^  has  employed  fomewhat  the  fame  image  to  chara^erife 
Pryden*    He>  indeed>  fumiihes  his  car  with  but  two  hories ;  but  they  are  of  ethereal  race ; 

"  Behold  where  Dryden's  lefs  prefiunptYiooa  carj^ 

••  Wide  o'er  the  fields  of  glory  bear 

'•  Two  courfers  of  ethereal  race, 

<«  With  necks  ia  thunder  cloath'd,  »id  Ibng^relbonding  pace.'^ 

Odf  Oft  the  Progre/s  of  Poefy, 

He 
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He  faid  of  GoUfmith's  Traveller^  which  had  been  publilhed  in  my  abfence, 
^'  There  has  not  been  fo  fine  a  poem  fince  Pope's  rime/' 

And  here  it  is  proper  to  fettle,  with  authcntick  precifion,  what  has  long 
.  floated  in  publick  report,  as  to  Johnfon's  being  himfelf  the  authour  of  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  .that  poem.  Much,  no  doubt,  both  of  the  fentiments  and 
exprcflion,  were  derived  from  converfation  with  him;  and  it  was  certainly 
fubmitted  to  his  friendly  revifion :  but  in  the  year  1783,  he,  at  my  requeft, 
marked  with  a  pencil  the  lines  which  he  had  furnifhed,  which  are  only 
line  420, 

**  To  ftop  too  fearfiil,  and  too  faint  to  goj" 

and  the  concluding  ten  Knes,  except  the  laft  couplet  but  one,  which  I  diftin- 
'  guifh  by  the  Italick  character : 

^^  How  fmall  of  all  that  human  hearts  endure, 

"  That  part  which  kings  or  laws  can  caufe  or  cure. 

^^  Still  to  ourfelves  in  every  place  confign'd, 

**  Our  own  felicity  we  make  or  find  -, 

*^  With  fecret  courfe,  which  no  loud  ftorms  annoy, 

^*  Glides  the  fmooth  current  of  domcftick  joy. 

*^  The  lifted  axe,  the  agonizing  wheel, 

**  Luke's  iron  crown,  and  DamierCs  bed  of  Jieel, 

•'  To  men  remote  from  power,  but  rarely  known, 

*^  Leave  reafon,  faith,  and  confcience,  all  our  own." 

He  added,  "  Thefe  ,are  all  of  which  I  can  be  fure."  They  bear  a  fmall 
proportion  to  the  whole,  which  confifts  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
vcrfes.  Goldfmith,  in  the  couplet  which  he  inferted,  mentions  Luke  as  a 
perfon  well  known,  and  fuperficial  readers  have  paflcd  it  over  quite  fmoothly ; 
while  thofe  of  more  attention  have  been  as  much  perplexed  by  Luke,  as  by 
Lydiat,  in  «  The  Vanity  of  human  Wifties."  The  truth  is,  that  Goldfmith 
himfelf  was  in  a  miftake.  In  the  "  Rejfublica  Hungarica,''  there  is  an  account 
of  a  deiperate  rebellion  in  the  year  15 14,  heac^cd  by  two  brothers,  of  the 
name  of  Zeck,  George  and  Luke.  When  it  was  quelled,  George,  not  Luke, 
was  punilhed  by  his  head  being  encircled  with  a  red  hot  iron  crown :  "  eorond 
£imdejcente  ferred  cormatur.''  The  fame  fcverity  of  torture  was  exercifed  on  the 
Earl  of  Athol,  one  of  the  murderers  of  King  James  L  of  Scotland. 

N  n  2  Dr. 
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1766.  Dr;  Johnfon  at-^the  fame  time  favoured  me  by  marking  the  lines  which  he 

Mm^sj.   fu^'^ifl^cd  to  Goldfnnftl^'s  "  Deferted  Village/'  which  are  only  the  four  laft  : 

"  That  trade's  proud  empire  haftes  to  fwift  decay, 
*'  As  ocean  fweeps  the  laboured  mole  away : 
"  Whik  fclf-dependent  power  can  rime  defy, 
"  As  rocks  refift  the  billows  and  the  (ky." 

Talking  of  education,  *^  People  have  now  a-days,  (faid  he,)  got  a*  ftrange 
opinion  that  every  thing  fhould  be  taught  by  leftures.  Now,  I  cannot  fee  that 
leftures  can  do  fo  much  good  as  reading  the  books  from  whith  the  leftures 
are  taken.  I  know  nothing  that  can  be  beft  taught  by  leftures,  .except  where 
experiments  are  to  be  fliewn.  You  may  teach  chymiftry  by  leftures. — ^You 
might  teach  making  of  flioes  by  ledtures  !  " 

At  night  I  fupped  with  him  at  the^Mitre  tavern,  that  we  m^ght  renew  our 
focial  intimacy  at  the  original  place  of  meeting.  But  there  was  nQw  a  con- 
fiderable  difference  in  his  way  of  living.  Having  had  an  illnefs,  in  which  he 
was  advifed  to  leave  off  wine,  he  had,  from  that  period,  continued  to  abftain 
from  it,  and  drank  only  water,  or  lemonade. 

I  told  him  that  a  foreign  friend  of  his,  whom  I  had  met  with  abroad,  was 
fo  wretchedly  perverted  to  infidelity,  that  he  treated  the  hopes  of  immortality 
with  brutal  levity  i  and  faid,  "  As  man  dies  like  a  dog,'  let  him  lie  like  a 
dog."  Johnson.  ^^  If  he  dies  like  a  dog,  let  him  lie  like  a  dog."  I  added> 
that  this  man  faid  to  me,  "  I  hate  mankind,  for  I  think  myfelf  one  of  the  beft 
of  them,  and  I  know  how  bad  I  am."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  he  mufl  be  very 
lingular  in  his  opinion^^  if  he  thinks  himfelf  one  of  the  beil  of  men ;  for  none  of 
his  friends  think  him  fol"  He  faid,  "  No  honefl  man  could  be  a  Deifl ;  for  no 
man  could  be  fo  after  a  fair  examination  of  the  proofs  of  Chriftianiry."  I 
named  Hume.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  Hume  owned  to  a  clergyman  in  the 
bifhoprick  of  Durham,  that  he  had  never  read  the  New  Teftament  with  atten- 
tion." I  mentioned  Hume's  notion,  that  all  who  are  happy  are  equally  happy; 
a  little  mifs  with  a  new  gown  at  a  dancing-fchool  ball,  a  general  at  the  head 
of  a  viftorious  army,  and  an  orator,  after  having  made  an  eloquent  fpeech  in  a 
great  afiembly.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  that  all  who  are  happy,  are  equally  happy, 
is  not  true.  A  peafant  and  a  philofopher  may  be  equally  fatisftedy  but  not 
equally  happy.  -  Happinefs  confifls  in  the  multiplicity  of  agreeable  confciouP- 
nefs.  A  peafant  has  not  capacity  for  having  equal  happinefs  widi  a  philofo- 
pher."   I  remember  this  very  quelHon  very  happily  illuflrated  in  oppofition  to 

Hume^ 
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Hume,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Robert  Brown,  at  Utrecht.  *."  A  fmall  drinking      n^^- 
glals  and  a  large  one,  (faid  he,)  may  be  equally  full ;  hwt  the  large  one  holds  ^EtatTc?- 
more  than  the  fmall." 

,  Dr.  Johnfon  was  very  kind  this  evening,  and  faid  to  me,  "  You  have  now 
lived  five-and-twenty  years,  and  you  have  employed  them  well."  *^  Alas, 
Sir,  (faid  I^)  I  fear  not.  Do  I  know  hiftory  ?  Do  I  know  mathematicks  ? 
Do  I  know  law  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  though  you  may  know  no  fcience 
fo  well  as  to  be  able  to  teach  it,  and  no  profeflion  fo  well  as  to  be  able  to 
follow  it,  your  general  mafs  of  knowledge  of  books  and  men  renders  you 
very  capable  to  make  yourfelf  mafter  of  any  fcience,  or  fit  yourfelf  for  any 
'  profeflion."  I  mentioned  that  a  gay  friend  had  advifed  me  againft  being  a 
lawyer,  becaufe  I  fhould  be  excelled  by  plodding  blockheads.  Johnson. 
*'  Why,  Sir,  in  the  formulary  and  flatutory  part  of  law,  a  plodding  block- 
head may  excel ;  but  in  the  ingenious  and  rational  part  of  it  a  plodding 
blockhead  can  never  excel." 

I  talked  of  the  mode  adopted  by  fbme  to  rife  in  the  world,  by  courting 
great  men,  and  afked  him  whether  he  had  ever  fubmitted  to  it.  Johnson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  I  never  was  near  enough  to  great  men  to  court  them.  You  may 
be  prudently  attached  to  great  men,  and  yet  independent.  You  are  not  to  do 
what  you  think  wrong ;  and.  Sir,  you  are  to  calculate  and  not  pay  too  dear 
for  what  you  get.  You  mufl  not  give  a  fhilling's  worth  of  court  for  fix-pence 
worth  of  good.  But  if  you  can  get  a  fhilling^'s  worth  of  good  for  fix-pence 
worth  of  court,  you  are  a  fool  if  you  do  not  pay  court." 

He  faid,  "If  convents  fhould  be  allowed  at  all,  they  fhould  only  be 
retreats  for  perfons  unable  to  ferve  the  publick,  or  who  have  ferved  it.  It  is 
our  firfl  duty  to  ferve  fociety,  and,  after  we  have  done  that,  we  may  attend 
wholly  to  the  falvation  of  our  own  fouls.  A  youthful  pafTion  for  abflrafted 
devotion  fhould  not  be  encouraged." 

I  introduced  the  fubjedl  of  fecond  fight,  and  other  myflerious  manifeflations ; 
the  fulfilment  of  which,  I  fuggefled  might  happen  by  chance.  Johnson.  "  Yes, 
Sir  5  but  they  have  happened  fo  often,  that  mankind  have  agreed  to  think 
them  not  fortuitous." 

I  talked  to  him  a  great  deal  of  what  1  had  feen  in  Corfica,  and  of  my 
intention  to  publifh  an  account  of  it.  He  encouraged  me  by  faying,  "  You 
cannot  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  fubjeft ;  but  all  that  you  tell  us  will  be  new  to 
us.     Give  us  as  many  anecdotes  as  you  can." 

Our  next  meeting  at  the  Mitre  was  on  Saturday  the  1 5  th  of  February,  when  I 
prcfentcd  to  him  my  old  and  mofl  intimate  friend,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Temple, 

then 
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then  of  Cambridge.  I  having  mentioned  that  I  had  pai&i  (bme  time  with 
Rouffeau  in  his  wild  retreat,  and  having  quoted  fome  remark  made  bjr  Mr. 
Wilkes,  with  whom  I  had  fpent  many  pleafant  hours  in  Italy,  Johnfon  £ud^ 
(farcaftically,)  *Mt  feems.  Sir,  you  have  kept  very  good  company  abroad^ 
Houfleau  and  Wilkes  !  '*  Tliinking  it  enough  to  defend  one  at  a  time,  I  iaid 
nothing  as  to  my  gay  &iend,  but  anfwered  with  a  fmile,  *'  My  dear  Sir,  you 
don't  call  Roufleau  bad  company.  Do  you  really  think  Jbim  a  bad  man  ?'* 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  you  are  talking  jeftingly  of  this,  I  don't  talk  with  you.  If 
you  mean  to  be  ferious,  I  think  him  one  of  the  worft  of  men ;  a  rafcal,  who 
ought  to  be  hunted  out  of  fociety,  as  he  has  been.  Three  or  four  nations  have  ex- 
pelled him }  and  it  is  a  fhame  that  he  is  protefted  in  this  country."  Bosw£ll. 
"  I  don't  deny.  Sir,  but  that  his  novel  may,  perhaps,  do  harm ;  but  I  cannot 
think  his  intention  was  bad."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  that  will  not  do.  We  cannot 
prove  any  man's  intention  to  be  bad.  You  may  fhoot  a  man  through  the 
head,  and  fay  you  intended  to  mils  him ;  but  the  Judge  will  order  you  to  be 
hanged.  An  alledged  want  of  intention,  when  evil  is  committed,  will  not  be 
allowed  in  a  court  of  juftice.  Roufleau,  Sir,  is  a  very  bad  man.  I  would 
fooner  fign  a  fentence  for  his  traniportation,  than  that  of  any  felon  who  has 
gone  from  the  Old  Bailey  thefe  many  years.  Yes,  I  fhould  like  to  have  him 
work  in  the  plantations."  Boswill.  "  Sir,  do  you  think  him  as  bad  a  man 
as  Voltaire  ? "  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  it  is  difficult  to  fettle  the  proportion 
of  iniquity  between  them." 

This  violence  fccmed  very  ftrange  to  me,  who  had  read  many  of  Roui&au's 
animated  writings  with  great  pleafure,  and  even  edification,  had  been  much 
pleafed  with  his  fociety,  and  was  juft  come  from  the  Continent,  where  he  was 
very  generally  admired.  Nor  can  I  yet  allow  tliat  he  defcrves  the  very  fevere 
cenfure  which  Johnfon  pronounced  upon  him.  His  abfurd  preference  of 
favage  to  civilifcd  life,  and  other  Angularities,  are  proofs  rather  of  a  defeft  in 
his  underftanding,  than  of  any  depravity  ia  his  heart.  And  notwithftandii^ 
the  unfavourable  opinion  which  many  worthy  men  have  expreflcd  of  his 
"**  Profejion  de  Foi  du  Vicaire  Savoyard^'*  I  cannot  help  admiring  it  as  the  per- 
formance of  a  man  full  of  fuicere  reverential  fubniiflion  to  Divine  Myftery, 
though  befet  with  perplexing  doubts  j  a  ftate  of  mind  to  be  viewed  with  pity 
rather  than  with  angen 

On  his  favourite  fubjeft  of  fubordination,   Johnfon  faid,    "  So  fiir  is  it 
from  being  true  that  men  are  naturally  equal,  that  no  two  people  can  be 
half  an  hour  together,  but  one  fliall  acquire  an  evident  fuperiority  over  the 
jDithcr." 

I  mentioned 
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1  mentioned  the  advice  given  us  by  philofophers,  to  confole  otrrfelvc^i  nfhtn  »7^* 
diftrefifed  or  embarrailed^  by  thinking  of  thofe  who  tre  in  a  wdrfe  fituation  ^j^-^ 
than  ouHelves.  This,  I  obferved,  could  not  apply  to  all,  for  there  muft  be 
foffie  who  have  nobody  worfe  than  they  are.  JoAn'sow.  *'  Why  to  be  fure. 
Sir,  there  are  j  but  they  don't  know  it.  There  is  no  being  fo  poor  and  {o 
contemptible,  who  docs  iiot  think  there  is  fomebody  ftill  poorer,  and  ftiH 
more  contemptibje." 

As  my  ftay  in  London  at  this  time  was  very  fliort,  I  had  not  many  oppor- 
tunities of  being  with  Dr.  Johnfbn  j  but  I  fek  my  veneration  for  him  in  no 
degree  leflened,  by  my  having  feen  nmhorum  bominum  mores  et  urbes.  On  the 
contrary,  by  having  it  in  my  power  to  compare  him  with  many  of  the  moft 
celebrated  perfons  of  other  countries,  my  admiration  of  his  extraordinary  mind 
was  increafed  and  confirmed. 

The  roughnefs,  indeed,  which  fometimes  appeared  in  his  manners,  was 
more  ftriking  to  me  now,  from  my  having  been  accuftonned  to  the  fhidied 
£DOoth  complying  habits  of  the  Continent  i  and  I  clearly  recognifed  m  him, 
not  without  t^ipoSt  for  his  honeft  confcientious  2eal,  the  £une  indignant  and 
farcaftical  mode  of  treating  every  attempt  to  unhinge  or  weaken  good 
principles. 

One  evening,  when  a  young  gentleman  teized  him  with  an  account  of  the 
infidelity  of  his  lervant,  who,  he  £iid,  would  not  believe  the  fcriptures^ 
bccaufe  he  could  not  read  them  in  the  original  tongues,  and  be  fure  tha^  they 
were  not  invented.  "  Why,  foolifh  fellow,  (faid  Johnfon,)  has  he  any  better 
authority  for  almoft  every  thing  that  he  believes  ?"~^*  Then  the  vidgar.  Sir, 
never  can  know  they  are  right,  but  mufl  fubmit  themfelves  to  the  learned."— 
Johnson.  "  To  be  fiire.  Sir.  The  vulgar  are  the  children  of  the  flate,  and 
mufl  be  taught  like  children."—"  Then,  Sir,  a  poor  Tui*k  muft  be  a  Maho- 
metan, juft  as  a  poor  Englifhman  muft  be  a  Chriftian  ?" — ^Johnson.  •*  Why 
yes.  Sir ;  and  what  then  ?  This  now  is  fuch  ftufF  as  I  ufed  to  talk  to  my 
mother,  when  I  firft  began  to  think  myfelf  a  clever  fellow ;  and  fhe  ought  to 
have  whipt  me  for  it." 

Another  eTeniog  Dr.  Goldfmith  and  I  called  on  him,  with  the  hope  of 
prevailing  on  him  to  flip  with  us  at  the  Mitre.  We  found  him  indifpofed,  and 
refolved  not  to  go  abroad.  "  Come  then,  (faid  Goklfmich>)  we  will  not  go  to 
the  Mitre  to-night>  fince  we  cannot  have  the  big  man  with  us."  Johnfon  then 
ealled  for  a  bottle  6t  port,  of  which  Goldlmith  and  I  partook,  while  our  fi-iend> 
AOw  a  water  drinker  fiit  by  us.  Goldsmith.  *^  I  think,  Mr.  Johnfon,  you  don't 
fo  near  the  theatres  now.    You  give  yourfelf  no  more  concern  about  a  new 
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play,  than  if  you  had  never  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  ftage.*'  Johnson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  our  taftes'  greatly  alter.  The  lad  does  not  care  for  the 
child's  ratde,  and  the  old  man  does  not  care  for  the  young  man's  whore.'* 
Goldsmith.  "Nay,  Sir;  but  your  Mufe  was  not  a  whore."  Johnson. 
"  Sir,  I  do  not  think  fhe  was.  But  as  we  advance  in  the  journey  of  life,  wc 
drop  fome  of  the  things  which  have  pleafed  us ;  whether  it  be  that  we  are 
fatigued  and  don't  choofe  to  carry  fo  many  things  any  farther,  or  that  we  find 
other  things  which  we  like  better."  Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  why  don't  you  give 
us  Ibmething  in  fome  other  way  ?"  Goldsmith.  *^  Ay,  Sir,  we  have  a  claim 
upon  you."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  I  am  not -obliged  to  do  any  more.  No 
man  is  obliged  to  do  as  much  as  he  can  do.  A  man  is  to  have  part  of  his  life 
to  himfelf.  If  a  foldier  has  fought  a  good  many  campaigns,  he  is  not  to  be 
blamed  if  he  retires  to  eafe  and  tranquillity.  A  phyfician,  who  has  pradtifed 
long  in  a  great  city,  may  be  excufed  if  he  retires  to  a  fmall  town,  and  takes 
lels  praftice.  Now,  Sir,  the  good  I  can  do  by  my  converfation  bears  the 
fame  proportion  to  the  good  I  can  do  by  my  writings,  th^t  the  praftice  of  a 
phyfician,  retired  to  a  fmall  town,  does  to  his  praftice  in  a  great  city."  Boswell. 
**  But  I  wonder.  Sir,  you  have  not  more  pleafure  in  writing  than  in  not 
writing."     Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  may  wonder." 

.  He  talked  of  making  verfes,  and  obferved,  "  The  great  difficulty  is  to  know 
when  you  have  made  good  ones.  When  compofing,  I  have  generally  had 
them  in  my  mind,  perhaps  fifty  at  a  time,  walking  up  and  down  in  my  room  j 
and  then  I  have  wrote  them'  down,  and  often,  from  lazinefs,  Tiave  written  only 
half  lines.  I  have  written  a  hundred  lines  in  a  day.  I  remember  I  wrote  a 
■hundred  lines  of  "  The  Vanity  of  human  Wifhes"  in  a  day.  Doftor,  (turn- 
ing to  Goldfmith,)  I  am  not  quite  idle;  I  made  one  line  t'other  day;  but 
I  made  no  more."  Goldsmith.  "  Let  us  hear  it;  we'll  put  a  bad  one  to 
it."    Johnson.  "No,  Sir;  I  have  forgot  it."  ' 

Such  fpecimens  of  the  eafy  and  playful  converfation  of  the  great  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnfon  are,  I  think,  to  be  prized ;  as  exhibiting  the  littfe  varieties  of  'a 
mind  fo  enlarged  and  fo  powerful  when  objefts  of  confcquence  required  iti 
exertions,  and  as  giving  us  a  minute  kn6wledge  of  his  charafter  and  modes  of 
thinking.  ; 

After  I  had  been  Ibme  time  in  Scodand,  I  nacntioned  to  him  in  a  letter  that 
"  On  my  firft  return  to  my  native  country,  after  fome  years  of  abfence,  I  was 
told  of  a  valt  number  of  my  acquaintance  who  were  all  gone  to  the  land  of  for^- 
getfulnefs,  and  I  found  myfelf  like,  a  man  flalking  over  a  field  of  battle,  who 
every  moment  perceives  fome  one  lying  dead.".    I  complained  of  irrefolutioOp 

and 
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and  nicntioncd  my  having  made  a  vow  as  a  fecuritjr  for  good  conduft.   I  wrote      i?^^- 
to  him  again,  widiout  being  able  to  move  his  indolence ;  nor  did  I  hear  from  ^iJ^JJ^n^ 
him  rill  he  had  received  a  cc^y  of  my  inaugural  Exercife,  or  Thefis  in  Civil 
Law,  which  I  publilhed  at  my  admiflion  as  aa  Advocate,  as  is  the  cuftom  ia 
Scotland.    He  then  wrote  to  me  as  follows : 

To  James  Boswell,  Efy.  ' 

««  Dear  Sir, 

"THE  reception  of  your  Thefis  put  me  in  mind  of  my  debt  to 
you.  Why  did  you  ••♦••♦•*♦♦♦♦♦«,  i  -^^m  punifh  you  for 
It,  by  telling  you  that  your  Latin  wants  corredtion '.    In  the  beginning,  Spei 

*  The  paflage  omitted  allnded  to  a  private  tnnfaAion» 

•  This  cenfure  of  my  Latin  relates  to  the  Dedication,  which  was  as  foOows : 

VIRO     NOBILISSIMO,    ORNATISSIMO, 

J  O  A  N  N  I, 

VICECOMITI   MOUNTSTUART, 

ATAVIS    EDITO    REGIBVS, 
EXCELS^    FAMtLlA    DB   BUTE   SPEI    ALTERA; 

LABEKTB   SECVLO^ 

qjrVM    HOMINES    MVLLIUS   ORIGINIS 

GENUS    JEQjrARB    OPIBUS    AGGREDIUNTUR, 

SANGUINIS    ANTiqUI    BT   ILLUSTRIS 

SEMPER    MEMORI, 

NATALIUM    SPLENDORBM    VIRTUTIBUS    AUGENTI  : 

AD    PU^LICA    POPULI    COMITIA 

JAM  legato; 

IN   OPTIMATIUM   VERO    MAGNJE    BRITAKVIX   SENATV^ 

JURE    HAREDITARIOf 
OLIM    CONSESSURO: 
VIM    INSITAM    VARIA    DOCTRIKA    PROMOVENTEf 
NEC    TAMEN   SB    VENDITANTB, 
FRJEDITO: 
PRISCA    FIDE,    ANIMO    LIBBRRIMO^ 
ET    MORUM    ELEGANTIA 
INSIGNI  : 
IN    ITALIiB    VISITANDie    ITINERB, 
SOCIO   SXTO   HONORATISSIMO, 
HASCB     JURISPRUDENTIJE    PRIMITIAS 
DfiVINCTISSIMA    AMICITIJE    ET   OBSBRVANTIA 

MONUMENTUM, 
D.    D«    C  Qj 

JACOBUS    BOSWELL, 

^  O  O  ofr^^. 
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(^ff'iiy  not  to  urge  that  it  fhould  be  frm£^\%  not  grammatical :  aliera  fhouk) 
be  alteru  In  the  next  line  you  fcem  to  ufe  gmus  abfolutely,  for  what  we  call 
famifyy  that  is,  for  illuftrious  extraffioHy  I  doubt  without  authority.  Homines 
mdlius  mginis,  for  NuUis  crti  majorihuSi  or,  Nullo  hco  natty  is,  I  am  afraid> 
barbarous.— Ruddiman  is  dead. 

**  I  have  now  vexed  you  enough,  and  wiU  try  to  pleafe  you.  Your  refo- 
lution  to  obey  your  father  I  fincercly  approve  5  but  do  not  accuftom  yourfelf 
to  enchain  your  volatility  by  vows  :  they  will  fometime  leave  a  thorn  in  your 
mind,  which  you  will,  perhaps,  never  be  able  to  extraft  or  ejeft.  Take  this 
warning,  it  is  of  great  importance, 

"  The  ftudy  of  the  law  is  what  you  very  joftly  term  it,  copious  and  gene- 
rous *  i  and  in  adding  your  name  to  its  profeflbrs,  you  have  done  exadlly  what 
I  always  wifhed,  when  I  wifhed  you  beft.  I  hope  that  you  will  continue  to 
purliie  it  vigoroufly  and  conftandy.  You  gain,  at  leaft,  what  is  no  fmall 
advantage,  fecurity  from  thofe  troublefome  and  wearifome  difcontents,  which 
are  always  obtruding  themfelves  upon  a  mind  vacant,  unemployed,  ^and 
undetermined. 

"  You  ought  to  think  it  no  fmall  inducement  to  diligence  and  perieverance, 
that  they  will  pleafe  your  fether.  We  all  live  upon  the  hope  of  pleafing 
fomebody  i  and  the  pleafure  of  pleafing  ought  to  be  greateft,  and  at  laft 
always  will  be  greateft,  when  our  endeavours  are  exerted  in  confequence  of 
our  duty. 

"  Life  is  not  long,  and  too  much  of  it  muft  not  pals  in  idle  deliberation 
how  it  ftiall  be  fpent  j  deliberation^  which  thofe  who  begin  it  by  prudence,  and 
continue  it  with  fubtilty^  muft,  after  long  expence  of  thought^  conclude  by 
chance.  To  prefer  one  future  mode  of  life  to  another^  upon  juft  reafons, 
requires  faculties  which  it  has  not  pleaied  our  Creator  to  give  us. 

««  \{y  therefore,,  the  profefTion  you  have  chofen  has  fbme  unexpected  incon- 
veniencies,  confole  yourfelf  by  reflefting  that  no  profefTion  is  without  them  > 
and  that  all  the  importunities  and  perplexities  of  bufinefs  are  foftnefs  and 
luxury,  compared  with  the  inceflaDt  cravings  of  vacancy,  and  the  unfatisfaftory 
expedients  of  idlenefs^ 

•  Uecjunt.  qu^  neftrd  fHidte  voce  numeric 
^  Vadeiy  age^^ 

*  Thi&  alludes  to  thefirft  (oiteiiceof  tl^tFroammm  of  my  Thefis*    <*  Jv&isfrudektiji: 
^dio  nullum  uberius,  nullum  gtnerofius  :  in  legihus  emm  agitandis^  fofulorum  mores,  variafque  fortunat 
%Ut$  ex  fuiius  leges  oriimtur^  contpn^lariJsmul/oUTnasJ* 
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^  As  to  your  Hiftoiy  of  Corfica,  you  have  no  materials  which  pdiers  have      «7^^* 
not,  or  may  not  have.     You  have,  fomchow  or  other,  warmed  your  imagi-  ^j^  fjl 
nation.     I  wilh  there  were  fome  cure,  like  the  lover's  leap,  for  all  heads  of 
which  fome  fingle  idea  has  obtained  an  unreafonable  and  irregular  pofleflion. 
Mmd  your  own  affairs,  and  leave  the  Corlicans  to  theirs.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

.  "  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

«  li)ndon,  Aug,  21,  1766.  SaM.  Johnson," 

Ttf  Du  Samuel  Johnson. 

*'  Much  eftemed  and  dear  Sir,  Auchinlcck,  Nov.  6, 1766. 

"  I  PLEAD  not  guilty  to*********  *♦♦***♦** 

« 

"  Having  thus,  I  hope  cleared  myfelf  of  the  charge  brought  againft  me,  I 
prelume  you  will  not  be  difpleafcd  if  I  efcape  die  puniftiment  which  you  have 
decreed  for  me  unheard.  If  you  have  difcharged  the  arrows  of  criticifin  againft 
an  innocent  man,-  you  muft  rejoice  to  find  they  have  miffed  him,  or  have  not 
been  pointed  ib  as  to  wound  him. 

"  To  talk  no  longer  in  allegory,  I  am,  with  all  deference,  going  to  offer  a 
few  obfervations  in  defence  of  my  Latin,  which  you  have  found  fault  with. 

"  You  think  I  fhould  have  ufed  /pet  primly  inftead  of  fpei  altera.  Spes  is, 
indeed,  often  ufed  to  exprefs  fomething  on  which  we  have  a  future  depen- 
dence, as  in  Virg.  Eclog.  i.  1.  14, 

modo  namque  ,gemeUos 


■w^. 


*  Spem  gregis  abjilice  in  nudd  connixa  reliquh.* 

and  in  Georg.  iii.  1.  473, 

^  Spemque  gregemque  ^mul,* 

for  the  lambs  and  the  fhcep.  Yet  it  is  alfo  ufed  to  exprefs  any  thing  on  which 
we  have  a  prefent  dependence,  and  is  well  applied  to  a  man  of  diftinguiflied 
mfluence,  our  lupport,  our  refuge,  our  pr^ffidium,  as  Horace  calls  Maecenas. 
So,  Mndd  xii.  1.  57,  Queen  Amat^  addreffes  her  fon-in-law  Turnus :— *  Spes 
tu  nunc  ma  i   and  he  was  then  no  future  hope,  for  fhe  adds, 


decus  imperiumque  Latini 


*  Te  penes.* 

TTic  paflagc  omitted  explained  the'^tranfa^ion.to  which  the  preceding  letter  had  alluded*    . 

Oo  a  which 
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which  might  have  been  laid  of  my  Lord  Bute  fome  years  ago.  Now  I  con* 
fider  the  prefent  Earl  of  Bute  to  be  *  Excelfa  familU  de  Bute  Ipes  prima  \  and 
my  Lord  Mountftuart^  as  his  eldeft  fon,  to  be  ^Jfes  altera*  So  in  iEneid  xir. 
i  i68,  after  having  mentioned  Pater  -flSneas,  who  was  xht  prefent  fpes,  the 
reigning  ipes„  as  my  German  friends  would  lay,  xktjfes  prima^  the  poet  adds> 

*  Etjuxta  J/caniuSy  magna  Ipes  altera  Roma.* 

«  You  think  altera  ungrammatical,  and  you  tell  me  it  Ihould  have  been 
alteri.  You  mull  recollcftj  that  in  old  times  alter  was  declined  regularly  j  and 
when  the  ancient  fragments  preferved  in  the  Juris  Civilis  Pontes  were  written,, 
it  was  certainly  declined  in  the  way  that  I  ufe  it.  This,  I  Ihould  think,  may 
prote6t  a  lawyer  who  writes  altera  in  a  diflertation  upon  part  of  his  own  fciencc. 
But  as  I  could  hardly  venture  to  quote  fragments  of  old  law  to  fo  claflical  a 
man  as  Mr.  Johnfon,  I  have  not  made  an  accurate  fcarch  into  thefe  remains, 
to  find  examples  of  what  I  am  able  to  produce  in  poetical  compofirion.  We 
find  in  Plaut.  Rudens,  ad  iii.  fcene  4, 

'  Nam  buic  alterse  patrta  qua  fit  profeSto  nefcio.^ 

V 

Plautus  is^  to  be  fore,  an  oU  comick  writer :  but  in  the  days  of  Scipio  and 
Lelius,  we  find,  Terent.  Heautontim.  aft  ii.  fcene  3, 


c 


hoc  ipfa  indtinere  altene. 


Hum  narraty  forte  audivij 


"  You  doubt  my  having  authority  for  ufing  genus  abfolutely,  for  what  we 
call  family y  that  is,  for  illujirious  extraction.  Now  I  take  genus  in  Latin,  ta 
have  much  the  fame  fignificarion  with  l^irtb  in  Englilh  j  both  in  their  primary 
meaning  exprefling  fimply  dcfcent,  but  both  made  to  ftand  xor*' fgoxuv,  for 
Dioble  delcent.     Genus  is  thus  uled  in  Hor.  lib.  ii.  Sat.  v.  1.  8, 

^  Et  genus  et  virtus ,  nifi  cum  re^  vilior  alga  efi* 

And  in  lib-,  i.  Epift.  vi.  1.  37, 

*  Et  genus  et  formam  Regina  pecunia  donat.*' 

And  in  the  celebrated  conteft  betweea  Ajax  and  Ulyfles,  Ovid's  Metamorphc 
lib.  xiii.  1. 140^. 

*  Nam  genus  et  proan^os^  et  qua  non  fecimus  ipfi, 
^  Vix  ea  nofhra  moco* 

^  Honufm 
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*'  Homines  nuUius  mginisy  for  nuUis  orti  majoribus^  or  nidlo  loco  naiiy  is^  you  are 
afraid,  barbarous. 

Origo  is  ufed  to  fignify  extradlion,  as  in  Virg.  -flEneid  i.  L  286j 

^  Nafcetur  pulcbrd  Trojanus  origine  Cajar^^ 

and  in  ^neid  x.  1.  6 1 8> 

*  Ble  tamen  noftrd  deducit  origine  nomen* 

and  as  tiullus  is  ufed  for  obfcure,  is  it  not  in  the  genius  of  the  Latin  language 
to  write  nuUius  ortginis,  for  obfcure  extraction  ? 

"  i  have  defended  myfelf  as  well  as  I  could. 

"  Might  I  venture  to  differ  from  you  with  regard  to  the  utility  of  vows  ? 
I  am  fenfible  that  it  would  be  very  dangerous  to  make  vows  raflily,  and  with- 
out a  due  confideration.  But  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  they  may  often  be 
of  great  advantage  to  one  of  a  variable  judgement  and  irregular  inclinations. 
I  always  remember  a  paflage  in  one  of  your  letters  to  our  Italian  friend 
Baretti,  where  talking  of  the  monaftick  life,  you  fay  you  do  not  wonder  that 
ferious  men  Ihould  put  themfelves  under  the  proteftion  of  a  religious  order, 
when  they  have  found  how  unable  they  are  to  take  care  of  themfelves.  For 
my  own  part,  without  afFefting  to  be  a  Socrates,  I  am  fure  I  have  a  more 
rfian  ordinary  ftruggle  to  maintain  with  fbe  Evil  Principle ;  and  aU  the  methods 
I  can  devife  are  litde  enough  to  keep  me  tolerably  fteady  in  the  paths  of 
rcftitude. 

*^  I  am  evcri  with  the  higheft  veneration, 

"  Your  affeftionate  humble  fcrvanr, 

"  James  Boswell.** 

It  appears  from  his  diary,  that  he  was  this  year  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  fix)m 
before  Midfummer  till  after  Michaelmas,  and  that  he  afterwards  pafled  a 
month  at  Oxford.  He  had  then  contrafted  a  great  intimacy  with  Mr.  Chambers 
of  that  Univerfity,  now  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  one  of  the  Judges  in  India* 

He  publifhed  nothing  this  year  in  his  own  name ;  but  the  noble  Dedication  * 

to  the  King,  of  Gwyn's  "  London  and  Weftminfter  Improved,"  was  written  by 

him  J  and  he  fiifnifhcd  the  Preface,!  and  feveral  of  the  pieces,  which  compofe  a 

volume  of  Mifcellanics  by  Mrs.  Anna  Williams,  the  blind  lady  who  had  an 

afylum  in  his  houfe.  Of  thefe,  there  are  his  "  Epitaph  on  Philips  i*"  *^  Tranlla- 

tion  of  a  Latin  Epitaph  on  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  ;t"  "  Friendlhip,  an  Odej*** 

and,  ^*  The  Ant,*'^  a  paraphrafc  from  die  Proverbs,  of  which  I  have  a  copy 

in 


T«E    LIFE    OF     DR.    j6hNS0N. 

in  his  own  iMyid-wriring s   and,  (rem  internal,  evidence,  I  dfcrihe  to  him, 

"  To  Mifs  3 on  her  ^ving  the  Authour  a  gold  and  filk  oet-work  Purfe 

of  her  own  weaving  jf"  aod,  "  The  happy  Life.f — Moft  of  them  have 
evidently  received  confiderable  additions  from  his  fuperiour  ppn,  particularly 
"  Verfes  to  Mr.  Richardfon,  on  his  Sir  Charles  Grandifon ;"  "  The  Excur- 
fion  i"  "  Refleftions  on  a  Grave  digging  in  Weftminfter- Abbey."  There  i$ 
in  this  colleftion  a  poem  "  On  the  Death  of  Stephen  Grey,  the  Eledtrician  ;*" 
which,  on  reading  it,  appeared  to  me  to  be  undoubtedly  John£3n's.  I  aflced 
Mrs.  Williams  whether  it  was  not  his.  "  Siis  (iaid  ihe,  with  fome  warmth,)  I 
wrote  that  poem  before  I  had  the  honour  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  acquaintance/*  I, 
however  was  io  much  imprefled  with  my  firft  notion,  that  I  mentioned  it  to- 
Johnfon,  repeating,  at  the  fame  time,  what  Mrs.  Williams  had  faid.  His 
anfwer  was,  "  It  is  true.  Sir,  that  fhe  wrote  it  before  (he  was  acquainted  with 
me  i  byt  fhe  has  not  told  you  that  I  wrote  it  all  over  again,  except  two  lines.'* 
**  The  Fountains, t"  a  beautiful  little  Fairy  tale  in  profe,  written  with  exquifite 
fimplicity,  is  one  of  Johnfon's  produ6kions  j  and  I  cannot  with-hold  from  Mrs. 
Thrale  the  praife  of  being  the  authour  of  that  admirable  poem,  "  The  Three 
Warnings/' 

He  wrote  this  year  a  letter  not  intended  for  publicatio/n,  which  has^  per- 
haps, as  ftrong  marks  of  his  fentiment  and  ftyle,  as  any  of  his  compofitio^s* 
The  original  is  in  my  pofleflion.  It  is  addrefTed  to  the  late  Mr.  Williana 
Drummond,  bookfcller  in  Edinburgh,  a  gentleman  of  good  family,  but  fm^ 
eflate,  who  took  arms  for  the  houfe  of  Stuart  in  1745  ;  and  during  his  con- 
cealment in  London  till  the  aft  of  general  pardon  came  out,  obtained  the 
acquaintance  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  juflly  efleemed  him  as  a  very  worthy  man. 
It  feems,  fome  of  the  members  of  the  fociety  in  Scotland  for  propagating 
Chriftian  knowledge  had  oppofed  the  fcheme  of  tranflating  the  holy  fcriptures 
into  the  Erfe  or  Gaelick  language,  from  political  confideration$  of  the  dif* 
advantage  of  keeping  up  the  diftindion  between  the  Highlanders  and  the  other 
inhabitants  of  North-Britain.  Dr.  Johnfon  being  informed  of  this,  J  fuppo^ 
by  Mi".  Drummond,  wrote  with  a  generous  indignation  as  follows : 

To  Mr.  William   Drummond. 
«  Sir, 

"  I  D I D  not  expedt  to  hear  that  it  could  be,  in  an  aflembly  convened 
for  the  propagation  of  Chriflian  knowledge,  a  queftion  whether  any  nadoQ 
wninflrudlcd  in  religion  fhould  receive  inftrudtion ;  or  whether  th^  inflruftioo 

fhould 


i 
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ihould  be  imparted  .to  them  by  a  tranflation-  of  die  holy  books  into  their  own  '7^^* 
language*  If  obedience  to  the  will  of  God  be  neceffary  to  happinefs,  and  ]staf.  ctI 
knowlolge  of  his  will  be  neceflfary  to  obedience^  I  know  not  how  he  that 
with-holds  this  knowledge^  or  delays  it^  can  be  faid  to  love  his  neighbour  as 
himfelf.  He>  that  voluntarily  continues  ignorance,  is  guilty  of  all  the  crimes 
which  ignorance  produces ;  as  to  him,  that  ihould  extinguiih  the  tapers  of  a 
light-houfe,  might  juftly  be  imputed  the  calamities  of  Ihipwrccks.  Chriftianity 
is  the  higheft  perfe£bion  of  humanity ;  and  as  no  man  is  good  but  as  he  wiihes 
the  good  of  others,  no  man  can  be  good  in  the  higheft  degree,  who  wifhes 
not  to  others  the  largeft  meafures  of  the  greateft  good.  To  omit  for  a  year. 
Or  for  a  day,  the  moft  efficacious  method  of  advancing  Chriftianity,  in  com- 
pliance with  any  purpofes  that  terminate  on  this  fide  of  the  grave,  is  a  crime 
of  which  I  know  not  that  the  world  has  yet  had  an  example,  except  in  the 
practice  of  the  planters  of  America,  a  race  of  mortals  whom,  I  fuppofe,  no 
other  man  wifhes  to  refemble. 

*'  The  Papifts  have,  indeed,  denied  to  the  laity  the  ufc  of  the  bible ;  but 
this  prohibition,  in  few  places  now  very  rigoroufly  enforced,  is  defended  by 
arguments,  which  have  for  their  foundation  the  care  of  fouls.  To  obfcure^ 
upon  motives  merely  political,  the  light  of  revelation,  is  a  pra^ftice  referved 
for  the  reformed ;  and,  furely,  the  blackeft  midnight  of  popery  is  meridian  fun- 
fliine  to  fiich  a  reformation.  I  am  not  very  wiDing  that  any  language  fhould  * 
be  totally  extinguifhed.  The  fimjlitude  and  derivation  of  languages  afford  the 
moft  indubitable  proof  of  the  traduftion  of  nations,  and  the  genealogy  of  man- 
kind. They  add  often  phyfical  certainty  to  hiftorical  evidence ;  and  often 
ftipply  the  only  evidence  of  ancient  migrations,  and  of  the  revolutions  of  ages 
which  left  no  written  monuments  behind  them. 

**  Every  man's  opinions,  at  leaft  his  dcfires,  are  a  litde  influenced  by  his 
favourite  ftudies.  *  My  zeal  for  languages  may  feem,  perhaps,  rather  over- 
heated, even  to  thofe  by  whom  I  defire  to  be  well  efteemed.  To  thofe  who 
have  nothing  in  their  thoughts  but  trade  or  policy,  prcfent  power,  or  prefent 
money,  I  fhould  not  think  it  neceffary  to  defend  my  opinions ;  but  with  men 
of  letters  I  would  not  unwillingly  compound,  by  wifhing  the  continuance  of 
every  language,  however  narrow  in  its  extent,  or  however  incommodious  for 
eommon  purpofes,  till  it  is  repolited  in  fome  verfion  of  a  known  boc^,  diat 
it  may  be  ajways  hereafter  escamined  and  compared  with  other  languages,  and 
then  permitting  its  difufe.  For  this  purpofe,  the  tranflation  of  the  bible  is^ 
moft  to  be  defired.     It  is  not  certain  that  the  fame  rhethod  will  not  prefervc 

the  Highland  language,  for  the  purpofes  of  learning,  and  aboliih  it  from 

daily 
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didly  ufc.  When  the  Highlanders  read  the  Bible^  they  will  naturally  wifli  to 
have  its  obfcurities  cleared,  and  to  know  the  hiftory,  collateral  or  appendant. 
Knowledge  always  dcTires  increafe :  it  is  like  fire,  which  muft  firft  be  kindled 
by  fome  external  agent,  but  which  will  afterwards  propagate  itfelf.  When 
they  once  defire  to  learn,  they  will  naturally  have  recourfe  to  the  neareft  lan- 
guage by  which  that  defire  can  be  gratified ;  and  one  will  tell  another  that 
if  he  would  attain  knowledge,  he  muft  learn  ^nglifh. 

*'  This  fpeculation  niay,  perhaps,  be  thought  more  fubtle  than  the  grofT- 
ncfs  of  real  life  will  eafily  admit.  Let  it,  however,  be  remembered,  that  the 
efficacy  of  ignorance  has  been  long  tried,  and  has  not  produced  the  confe- 
quence  expedted.  Let  knowledge,  therefore,  take  its  turn ;  and  let  the  patrons 
of  privation  fland  awhile  afide,  and  admit  the  operation  of  pofitive  principles. 

*'  You  will  be  pleafed.  Sir,  to  afllire  the  worthy  man  who  is  employed  in 
the  new  tranflation,  that  he  has  my  wifhes  for  his  fuccefs ;  and  if  here  or  at 
Oxford  I  can  be  of  any  ufe,  that  I  fhall  think  it  more  than  honour  to  promote 
his  undertaking. 

«'  I  am  forry  that  I  delayed  fb  long  to  write.     I  am.  Sir, 

*'  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

V  Johnfon's-court,  FIcet.ftrect,  SaM.  JohnSON." 

Aug.  13,  1766. 

The  opponents  of  this  pious  fcheme  being  made  afhamed  of  their  conduft, 
the  benevolent  undertaking  was  allowed  to  go  on. 

The  following  letters,  though  not  written  till  the  year  after,  being  chiefly 
upon  the  fame  fubjeft,  are  here  inferted. 

To  Mr.  William   Drummond. 

''  Dear  Sir, 

"  THAT  my  letter  fhould  have  had  fuch  efFeds  as  you  mention^ 
gives  me  great  pleafure.  I  hope  you  do  not  flatter  me  by  imputing  to  nic 
more  good  than  I  have  really  done.  Thofe  whom  my  arguments  have  per- 
fuaded  to  change  their  opinion,  fhow  fuch  modefty  and  candour  as  deferve 
great  praife. 

"  I  hope  the  worthy  tranflator  goes  diligently  forward.  He  has  a  higher 
reward  in  profpeft,  than  any  honours  which  this  world  can  beflow.  I  wifh  I 
could  be  ufeful  to  him. 

"  The  publication  of  my  letter,  if  it  could  be  of  ufe  in  a  caufc  to  which 
all  other  caufes  are  nothing,  I  fhould  not  prohibit.    But  firft^  I  would  have 

you 
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jrou  -confidcr  whether  the  publication  will  really  do  any  good ;  next,  whether     1 766. 
by  printing  and  diftributing  a  very  fmall  number,  you  may  not  attain  all  that  ^tat.  57! 
you  propofe  j  and,  what  perhaps  I  jfhould  have  faid  firft,  whether  the  letter, 
which  I  do  not  now  perfcftly  remember,  be  fit  to  be  printed. 

"  If  you  can  confult  Dr.  Robertfon,  to  whom  I  am  a  little  known,  I  fhall 
be  latisfied  about  the  propriety  of  whatever  he  fhall  direft.     If  he  thinks  that 
it  ihould  be  printed,  I  entreat  him  to  revife  it ;  there  may,  perhaps,  be  fome 
negligent  lines  written,  and  whatever  is  amifs,  he  knows  very  well  how  to  - 
reftify  K 

"  Be  pl^afed  to  let  me  know,  from  time  to  time,  how  this  excellent  defign 
goes  forward. 

"  Make  my  complimenrts  to  young  Mr.  Drummond,  whom  I  hope  you 
will  live  to  fee  fuch  as  you  defire  him. 

"  I  have  not  lately  feen  Mr.  Elphinfton,  but  believe  him  to  be  prolperous. 
I  fliall  be  glad  to  hear  the  fame  of  you,  for  I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  affeftionate  humble  fervant,  ^ 

"  Johnfon's-court,  FIcct-ftrcct,  Sam.  JoHNSON." 

April  21,  1767. 

To  the  fame. 

"  Sir, 

"  I  RETURNED  this  Week  from  the  country,  after  an  abfence  of  near 
fix  months,  and  found  your  letter,  with  many  others,  which  I  Ihould  have 
anfwered  fooner,  if  I  had  fooner  feen  them. 

*^  Dr.  Robertfon's  opinion  was  liirely  right.  Men  ihould  not  be  told  of  the 
faults  which  they  have  mended.  I  am  glad  the  old  language  is  taught,  and 
honour  the  tranflator  as  a  man  whom  God  has  diftinguifhed  by  the  high  office 
of  propagating  his  word. 

"  I  muft  take  the  liberty  of  engaging  you  in  an  office  of  charity.  Mrs. 
Heely,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Heely,  who  had  lately  fome  office  in  your  theatre,  is 
my  near  relation,  and  now  in  great  diftrefs.  They  wrote  me  word  of  their 
fituation  fome  time  ago,  to  which  I  returned  them  an  anfwer  which  raifed  hopes 
of  more  than  it  is  proper  for  me  to  give  them.  Their  reprefentation  of  their 
affairs  I  have  difcovered  to  be  fuch  as  cannot  be  trufted ;  and  at  this  diftancc, 
though  their  cafe  requires  haite,  I  know  not  how  to  aft.  She,  or  her  daughters, 
may  be  heard  of  at  Canongate  Head.     I  muft  beg.  Sir,  that  you  will  enquire 

'  Thb  paragraph  (hews  Johnfon's  real  eftimation  of  the  character  and  abilities  of  the  celebrated 
Scottifh  Hiilorian,  however  lightly,  in  a  moment  of  caprice^  he  may  have  fpoken  of  his  works« 

P  p  after 
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after  them,  and  let  me  know  what  is  to  be  done.  I  am  wilkng  to  go  to  ten 
^Mm  en  P^^'^^*  ^^  '^^  tranfmit  you  fuch  a  fum,  if  upon  examination  you  find  it 
likely  to  be  of  ufe.  If  they  are  in  immediate  want,  advance  them  what  you 
think  proper.  What  I  could  do,  I  would  do  for  the  women,  having  no  great 
realbn  to  pay  much  regard  to  Heely  himfelf  *. 

**  I  believe  you  may  receive  fome  intelligence  from  Mrs.  Baker,  of  the 
theatre,  whofe  letter  I  received  at  the  fame  time  with  yours,  and  to  whom> 
if  you  fee  her,  you  will  make  my  excufe  for  the  feeming  negle6k  of  anfwer- 
ing  her. 

"  Whatever  you  advance  within  ten  pounds, Ihall  be  immediately  returned 
to  you,  or  paid  as  you  fhall  order.     I  truft  wholly  to  your  judgement. 

**  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

,««  London,  JohnfonVcourt,  FleeU  Sam.  JohNSON/' 

ftreet,  OA.  24,  1767. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  Shaw  ^  alike  diftinguiftied  by  his  genius,  mbfortunes,  and 
mifconduft,  publifhed  this  year  a  poem,  called  "  The  Race,  by  Mcrcurius 
Spur,  Efq."  in  which  he  whimfically  made  the  living  poets  of  England  contend 
for  pre-eminence  of  fame  by  running :  - . 

'*  Prove  by  their  heels  the  prowefs  of  the  head/* 

In  this  poem  there  was  the  following  portrait  of  Johnfon  : 

"  Here  Johnfon  comes, — ^unbleft  with  outward  grace. 

His  rigid  morals  flamp'd  upon  his  face. 

While  Ibong  conceptions  flruggle  in  his  brain ; 
"  (For  even  Wit  is  brought  to-bed  with  pain)  : 
"  To  view  him,  porters  with  their  loads  would  reft, 
"  And  babes  cling  frighted  to  the  nurfe's  breaft. 
"  With  looks  convulsed,  he  roars  in  pompous  ftrain, 
**  And,  like  an  angry  lion,  fhakes  his  mane. 
"  The  Nine,  with  terror  ftruck,  who  ne'er  had  feen. 

Aught  human  with  fo  horrible  a  mien. 

Debating  whether  they  fhould  ftay  or  run, 
"  Virtue  fteps  forth,  and  claims  him  for  her  fon. 

4  This  is  the  perfon  concerning  whom  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  throwa  out  veiy  anwarxantable 
lelte^ions  both  againft  Dr.  Johnfon  and  Mr.  Francis  Barber* 

s  See  an  account  of  him  ia  the  European  Magaadne,  January^  178& 

4  "  With 
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With  gentk  fpeccli  flie  warns  him  now  to  yield. 
Nor  ftain  his  glories  in  the  doubtful  field ; 
But  wrapt  in  confcious  worth,  content  fit  down, 
^  Since  Fame,  refolv'd  his  various  pleas  to  crown. 
Though  forc'd  his  prefcnt  claim  to  difavow, 
Had  long  referv'd  a  chaplet  for  his  brow. 
He  bows,  obeys ;  for  Time  ihall  firfl  expire. 
Ere  Johnlbn  ftay,  when  Virtue  bids  retire." 
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The  Honourable  Thpmas  Hcrvcy  and  his  lady  having  unhappily  difagreed, 
and  being  about  to  feparate,  Johnfon  interfered  as  their  friend,  and  wrote 
him  a  letter  of  expofhjlation,  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  find ;  but  the 
fubfbince  of  it  is  afcertained  by  a  letter  to  Johnfon,  in  anfwer  to  it,  which  Mr. 
Hervey  printed.  The  occafion  of  this  correfpondence  between  Dr.  Johnfon 
and  Mr.  Hervey,  was  thus  related  to  me  by  Mr.  Beauclerk.  "  Tom  Hervey 
had  a  great  liking  for  Johnfon,  and  in  his  will  had  left  him  a  legacy  of  fifty 
pounds.  One  day  he  faid  to  me,  *  Johnfon  may  want  this  money  now,  more 
than  afterwards.  I  have  a  mind  to  give  it  him  dire6tly.  Will  you  be  fo  good 
as  to  carry  a  fifty  pound  note  from  me  to  him  ?  *  This  I  pofitively  rcfufed  to 
do,  as  he  might,  perhaps,  have  knocked  me  down  for  infulting  him,  and  have 
afterwards  put  the  note  in  his  pocket.  But  I  faid,  if  Hervey  would  write  him 
a  letter,  and  enclofc  a  fifty  pound  note,  I  fhould  take  care  to  deliver  it.  He 
accordingly  did  write  him  a  letter,  mentioning  that  he  was  only  paying  a 
legacy  a  little  fooner.  To  his  letter  he  added,  '  P.S.  I  am  going  to  fart 
with  my  wife.*  Johnfon  then  wrote  to  him,  faying  nothing  of  the  note,  but 
remonflrating  with  him  againft  parting  with  his  wife,"  « 

When  I  mentioned  to  Johnfon  this  floiy,  in  as  delicate  terms  as  I  could, 
he  told  me  that  the  fifty  pound  note  was  given  to  him  by  Mr.  Hervey  in 
confideration  of  his  having  written  for  him  a  pamphlet  ag^fl  Sir  Charles 
Hanbury  WiDiams,  who,  Mr.  Harvey  imagined,  was  the  authour  of  an  attack 
upon  him  j  but  that  it  was  afterwards  difcovered  to  be  the  work  of  a  garret- 
teer,  who  wrote  "  The  Fool :"  fo  the  pamphlet  againfl  Sir  Charles  was  not 
printed. 

In  February,  1767,  there  happened  one  of  the  mofl  remarkable  incidents 
of  Johnfon*s  life,  which  gratified  his  monarchical  enthufiafm,  and  which  he 
loved  to  relate  with  all  its  circumflances,  when  requeflcd  by  his  friends.  This 
was  his  being  honoured  by  a  private  converfation  with  his  Majefly,  in  the 
library  at  the  Queen's  houfe.     He  had  frequendy  vifited  thofc  fplendid  rooms 
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and  noble  colleftion  of  books  %  which  he  ufed  to  fay  was  more  numerous  and 
curious  than  he  fuppofcd  any  pcrfon  could  have  made  in  the  time  which  the 
King  had  employed.  Mr.  Barnard,  the  librarian,  took  care  that  he  Ihould 
have  every  accommodation  that  could  contribute  to  his  eafe  and  convenience, 
while  indulging  his  literary  tafte  in  that  place  j  fo  that  he  had  here  a  very 
agreeable  refource  at  leifure  hours. 

His  Majefty  having  been  informed  of  his  occafional  vifits,  was  pleafed  to 
fignify  a  defire  that  he  (hould  be  told  when  Dr.  Johnfon  came  next  to  the 
library.  Accordingly,  the  next  time  that  Johnfon  did  come,  as  foon  as  he 
was  fairly  engaged  with  a  book,  on  which,  while  he  fat  by  thQ  fire,  he  feemed 
quite  intent,  Mr.  Barnard  ftole  round  to  the  apartment  where  the  King  was, 
and,  in  obedience  to  his  Majefty's  commands,  mentioned  that  Dr.  Johnfon  was 
then  in  the  library.  His  Majefty  faid  he  was  at  leilure,  and  would  go  to  him  -, 
upion  which  Mr.  Barnard  took  one  of  the  candles  that  fl:ood  on  the  King's  table^ 
and  lighted  his  Majefty  through  a  fuite  of  rooms,  till  they  came  to  a  private 
door  into  the  library,  of  which  his  Majefty  had  the  key.  Being  entered,  Mr. 
Barnard  ftepped  forward  haftily  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  was  flill  in  a  profound 
ftudy,  and  whifpered  him,  "  Sir,  here  is  the  King."  Johnfon  ftarted  up,  and  ft:ood 
ftiU.     His  Majefty  approached  him,  and  at  once  was  courteoufly  eafy ". 

His  Majefty  began  by  obferving,  that  he  underftood  he  came  fometimes  to 
the  library  i  and  then  mentioning  his  having  heard  that  the  Doftor  had  been 

^  Dr.  Johnfon  bad  the  honour  of  contributing  bis  affiflance  towards  the  formation  of  this  library; 
for  I  have  read  a  long  letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Barnard,  giving  the  moft  maflerly  indrudions  on  the 
fubjefl.  I  wifhed  much  to  have  gratified  my  readers  with  the  perufal  of  this  letter,  and  have  rea- 
fon  to  think  that  his  Majeily  would  have  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  permit  its  publication;  but  Mr. 
Bamardj  to  whom  I  applied^  declined  it  '*  on  his  own  account." 

'  The  particulars  of  this  converfation  I  have  been  at  great  pains  to  colled  with  the  utmoft 
authenticity,  from  Dr.  Johnfon *s  own  detail  to  myfelf ;  from  Mr.  Langton,  who  was  prefent  when 
he  gave  an  account. of  it  to  Dr.  Jofcph  Warton,  and  fcveral  other  friends,  at  Sir  Joihua  Reynolds's ; 
from  Mr.  Barnard ;  from  the  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  the  late  Mr.  Strahan  the  printer,  to 
'  Bifhop  Warburton ;  and  from  a  minute,  the  original  of  which  is  among  the  papers  of  the  late 
Sir  James  Caldwell,  and  a  copy  of  which  was  mod  obligingly  obtained  for  me  from  his  fon  Sir 
John  Caldwell,  by  Sir  Francis  Lumm.  To  all  thefe  gentlemen  I  beg  leave  to  make  my  grate- 
ful acknowledgements,  and  particularly  to  Sir  Francis  Lumm,  who  was  pleafed  to  take  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  and  even  had  the  minute  laid  before  the  King  by  Lord  Caermarfheni  now  Duke  of 
I^eds,  one  of  his  Majefty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  who  announced  to  Sir  Francis  the 
Royal  pleafure  concerning  it  by  a  letter,  in  thefe  words  :  *'  I  have  the  King's  coinraands  to  aflure 
you.  Sir,  how  fenfible  his  Majefty' is  of  your  attention  in  communicating  the  minute  of  the  con- 
verfation pcevious  to  its  publication.  As  there  appears  no  objection  to  your  complying  with  Mr. 
Bofwell's  wiihes.on  the  fuhjofl,  you  arc  at  full  liberty  to  deliver  it  to  that  gentleman,  to  make  fuch 
ttfc  of  in  his  Life  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  as  he  may  think  proper," 
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htely  at  Oxford,  alked  him  if  he  was  not  fond  of  going  thither.     To  which      i7^7- 
Johnfon  anfwered,  that  he  was  indeed  fond  of  going  to  Oxford  fometimes,  ^^[JfTg^ 
but  was  likewife  glad  to  come  back  again.     The  King  then  afked  him  what  > 

they  were  doing  at  Oxford.  Johnfon  anfwered,  he  could  not  much  commend 
their  diligence,  but  that  in  fome  refpedts  they  were  mended,  for  they  had  put 
their  prefs  under  better  regulations,  and  were  at  that  time  printing  Polybius. 
He  was  then  afked  whether  there  were  better  libraries  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge. 
He  anfwered,  he  believed  the  Bodleian  was  larger  than  any  diey  had  at  Cam- 
bridge ;  at  the  fame  time  adding,  "  I  hope,  whether  we  have  more  books  or 
not  than  they  have  at  Cambridge,  we  fhall  m^ke  as  good  ufe  of  them  as  they 
do.'*  Bcbg  afked  whedier  All-Souls  or  Chrifl-Church  library  was^the  largefl, 
he  anfwered,  "  All-Souls  library  is  the  largeft  we  have,  except  the  Bodleian." 
"  Aye,  (faid  the  King,)  that  is  the  publick  library." 

His  Majefty  enquired  if  he  was  then  writing  any  thing.  He  anfwered, 
he  was  not,  for  he  had  pretty  well  told  the  world  what  he  knew,  and  muft 
now  read  to  acquire  more  knowledge.  The  King,  as  it  fhould  feem  with  a 
view  to  urge  him  to  rely  on  his  own  flores  as  an  original  writer,  and  to  continue 
his  labours,  then  faid,  "  I  do  not  think  you  borrow  much  from  any  body." 
Johnfon  faid,  he  thought  he  had  already  done  his  part  as  a  writer.  "  I  fhould 
have  thought  fo  too,  (faid  the  King,)  if  you  had  not  written  fo  well."— 
Johnfon  obferved  to  me,  upon  this,  that  "  No  man  could  have  paid  a  hand- 
fomer  compliment;  and  it  was  fit  for  a  King  to  pay.  It  was  decifive."  When 
afked  by  another  friend,  at  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's,  whether  he  made  any  reply 
to  this  high  compliment,  he  anfwered,  "  No,  Sir.  When  the  King  had  faid 
it,  it  was  to  be  fo.  It  was  not  for  me  to  bandy  civilities  with  my  fovereign." 
Perhaps  no  man  who  had  fpent  his  whole  life  in  courts  could  have  fhewn  a 
more  nice  and  dignified  fenfe  of  true  politenefs,  than  Johnfon  did  in  this  inflance. 

His  Majefly  having  obferved  to  him  that  he  fuppofed  he  mufl  have  read  a 
;gneat  deal  j  Johnfon  anfwered,  that  he  thought  more  than  he  read ;  that  he 
had  read  a  great  deal  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  but  having  fallen  into  ill 
health,  he  had  not  been  able  to  read  much,  compared  with  others :  for 
inflance,  he  faid  he  had  not  read  much  compared  with  Dr.  Warburton.  Upon 
which  the  King  faid,  that  he  heard  Dr.  Warburton  was  a  man  of  fuch  general 
knowledge,  that  you  could  fcarce  talk  with  him  on  any  fubjeft  on  which  he 
was  not  qualified  to  fpeak  s  and  that  his'  learning  refembled  Garrick's  afting, 
in  its  univerfality.  His  Majefly  then  talked  of  the  controverfy  between 
Warburton  and  Lowth,  which  he  feemed  to  have  read,  and  afked  Johnfon 
what  he  thought  of  it.     Johnfon  anfwered,  "  Warburton  has  moft  genera), 
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moft  fcholaftick  learning ;  I/>wth  is  the  more  correi6t  fcholar.  I  do  not  know 
which  of  them  calls  names  bcfl:."  The  JCing;  was  pleafed  to  fay  he  was  d[ 
the  fame  opinion  j  adding,  "  You  do  not  think  then,  Dr.  Johnibn,  that  Acre 
was  much  argument  in  the  cafe/'  Johnfon  faid,  he  did  not  think  there  was. ' 
'^  Why  truly,  (faid  the  King,)  when  once  it  comes  to  calling  names,  argu- 
ment is  pretty  well  at  an  end." 

His  Majefly  then  afked  him  what  he  thought  of  Lord  Lyttelton's  hiftory, 
which  was  then  juft  publifhed.  Johnfon  faid,  he  thought  his  flyle  pretty  good, 
but  that  he  had  blamed  Henry  the  Second  rather  too  much.  "  Why,  (faid 
the  King,)  they  feldom  do  thefe  things  by  halves.''  "  No,  Sir,  (anfwercd 
Johnfon,)  not  to  Kings.*'  But  fearing  to  be  mifunderftood,  he  proceeded  to 
explain  himfelf ;  and  imniiediately  fubjoined,  '*  That  for  thofe  who  Ipoke 
worfe  of  Kings  than  they  deferved,  he  could  find  no  excufe,  but  that  he  could 
more  eafily  conceive  how  fome  might  fpeak  better  of  them  than  they  deferved, 
without  any  ill  intention ;  for,  as  Kings  had  much  in  their  power  to  give, 
thofe  who  were  favoured  by  them  would  frequendy,  from  gratitude,  exagge- 
rate their  praifes ;  and  as  this  proceeded  from  a  good  motive,  it  was  certainly 
excufeable,  as  far  as  errour  could  be  excufeable." 

The  King  then  afked  him  what  he  thought  of  Dr.  Hill.  Johnfon  anfwered, 
that  he  was  an  ingenious  man,  but  had  no  veracity;  and  immediately 
mentioned,  as  an  inftance  of  it,  an  affertion  of  that  writer^  that  he  had 
fccn  objedts  magnified  to  a  much  greater  degree  by  ufing  three  or  four  micro- 
fcopcs  at  a  rime,  than  by  ufing  one.  "  Now,  (added  Johnfon,)  every  one 
acquainted  with  microfcopes  knows,  that  the  more  of  ihem  he  looks  throu^^ 
the  lefs  the  objeft  will  appear/'  "  Why,  (replied  the  King,)  this  is  not  only 
telling  an  untruth,  but  telling  it  Clumfily ;  for,  if  that  be  the  cafe,  every  one 
who  can  look  through  a  microfcope  will  be  able  to  dete£b  him.'/ 

^^  I  now,  (faid  Johnfon  to  his  friends,  when  relating  what  had  pailed,) 
began  to  confider  that  I  was  depreciatihg  this  man  in  the  e(limation  of  hh 
fovereign,  and  thought  it  was  time  for  me  to  fay  fomething  that  might  be 
more  favourable."  He  added,  therefore,,  that  Dr.  Hill  was,  notwithflanding» 
a  very  curious  obfervers  and  if  he  would  have  been  contented  to  tell  the 
world  no  more  than  he  knew,  he  might  have  been  a  very  confiderabk  man» 
and  needed  not  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  n>ean  expedients  *  to  raife  his 
reputation. 

The  King  then  talked  of  literary  journals^  jnentioned  particularly'  the 
Jmmal  des  Sanjansj  and  afked  Jphnfon  if*  it  was  well  done.  Johnfon  faid^ 
it  was  formerly  very  well  done^  and  gava  fome  accoXmt  of  the  perfons  who 
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began  it,  and  carried  it  on  for  Ibme  years ;  enlarging  at  the  fame  time,  on  the  1767- 
nature  and  ufe  of  fuch  works.  The  King  afked  him  if  it  was  well  done  now.  ^^J^TcS! 
Johnfon  anfwered,  he  had  no  reafon  to  think  that  it  was.  The  King  then 
alked  him  if  there  were  any  other  literary  journals  publiftied  in  this  kingdom, 
except  the  Monthly  and  Critical  Reviews  j  and  on  being  anlwered  there  were 
no  other,  his  Majefty  afked  which  of  them  was  the  beft :  Johnfon  anfwered, 
that  the  Monthly  Review  was  done  with  moft  care,  the  Critical  upon  the  beft 
principles ;  adding,  that  the  authours  of  the  Monthly  Review  were  enemies 
to  the  Church.     This  the  King  faid  he  was  lorry  to  hear. 

The  converfation .  next  turned  on  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions,  when 
Johnfon  obferved,  that  they  had  now  a  better  method  of  arranging  their 
materials  than  formerly.  "  Aye,  (faid  the  King,)  they  are  obliged  to  Dr. 
Johnfon  for  that  j"  for  his  Majefty  had  heard  and  remembered  the  circum- 
fiance,  ^hich  Johnfon  himfelf  had  forgot.   • 

His  Majefty  exprefled  a  defire  to  have  the  literary  biography  of  this  country 
ably  executed,  and  propofed  to  Dr.  Johnfon  to  undertake  it.*  Johnfon  fignified 
his  readinefs  to  comply  with  his  Majefty's  wifhes. 

During  the  whole  of  this  interview,  Johnfon  talked  to  his  Majefty  with 
profound  relpeft,  but  ftill  in  his  firm  manly  manner,  with  a  fonorous  voice, 
and  never  in  that  fubdued  tone  which  is  commonly  ufed  at  the  levee  and  in 
the  drawing-room.  After  the  King  withdrew,  Johnfon  ihcwed  himfelf  highly 
pleafed  with  his  Majefty's  converfation  and  gracious  behaviour.  He  laid  to 
Mr.  Barnard,  "  Sir,  they  may  talk  of  the  King  as  they  will ;  but  he  is  the 
fkieft  gentleman  I  have  ever  feen."  And  he  afterwards  obferved  to  Mr. 
Langton,  "  Sir,  his  manners  are  thofe  of  as  fine  a  gentleman  as  we  may 
fuppofe  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  or  Charles  the  Second." 

At  Sir  Joihua  Reynolds's,  where  a  circle  of  Johnfon's  friends  was  colledled 
round  him  to  hear  his  account  of  this  memorable  converfation.  Dr.  Jofcph  ' 
Warton,  in  his  frank  and  lively  manner,  was  very  aftive  in  prefling  him  to 
mention  the  particulars.     **  Corne  now.  Sir,  this  is  an  interefting  matter  -,  da 
favour  us  with  it."     Johnfon,  with  great  good  humour,  complied. 

He  told  them,  "  I  found  his  Majefty  wifhed  I  ftiould  talk,  and  I  made 

it  my  bufinels  to  talk.     I  find  it  does  a  man  good  to  be  talked  to  by  his 

fovereign.     In  the  firft  plaCe,  a  man  cannot  be  in  a  paffion — "     Here  fome 

queftion  interrupted  him,  which  is  to  be  regretted,   as  he  certainly  would 

have  pointed  out  and  illuftratea  many  circumftances  of  advantage,  fmm  being  in 

a  fituation,  where' the  powers  of  the  mind  are  at  once  excited  to  vigorous 

exortion^  and  tempered  by  reverratial  awe. 

During 
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During  all  the  time  in  which  Dn  Johnfon  was  employed  in  relating  to  the 
circle  at  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's  the  particulars  of  what  pafled  between  the 
King  and  him,  Dr,  Goldfmith  remained  unmoved  upon  a  fopha  at  fome 
diftance,  afFefting  not  to  join  in  the  leaft  in  the  eager  curiofity  of  the  com- 
pany. He  afligned  as  a  reafon  for  his  gloom  and  feeming  inattention,  that  he 
apprehended  Johnfon  had  relinquilhed  his  purpofe  of  furnifhing  him  with  a 
Prologue  to  his  play,  with  the  hopes  of  which  he  had  been  flattered  j  but  it 
was  ftrongly  fuJpefted  that  he  was  fretting  with  chagrin  and  envy  at  the 
fingular  honour  Dr.  Johnfon  had  lately  enjoyed.  At  length,  the  franknefs 
and  fimplicity  of  his  natural  character  prevailed.  He  (prung  from  the  Ibpha, 
advanced  to  Johnfon,  and  in  a  kind  of  flutter,  from  imagining  himfelf  in  the 
fituation  which  he  had  jufl:  been  hearing  defcribed,  exclaimed,  "  Well,  you 
acquitted  yourfelf  in  this  converfation  better  than  I  (hould  have  done  i  for  I 
fliould  have  bowed  and  fliammered  through  the  whole  of  it." 

I  received  no  letter  from  Johnfon  this  year  i  nor  have  I  difcovered  any  of  the 
correfpondence  *  he  had,  except  the  two  letters  to  Mr.  Drummond,  which  have 
been  inferted,  for  the  fake  of  connexion  with  that  to  the  fame  gentloman  in 
1766.  His  diary  affords  no  light  as  to  his  employment  at  this  time.  He 
paflfed  three  months  at  Lichfield  5  and  I  cannot  omit  an  afitdting  and  folemn 
fcene  there,  as  related  by  himfelf: 

"  Sunday,  Oft.  18,  1767.  Yeftcrday,  Oft.  17,  at  about  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  took  my  leave  for  ever  of  my  dear  old  friend,  Catherine  Chambers, 
who  came  to  live  with  my  mother  about  1724,  and  has  been  but  littie  parted 
from  us  fince.  She  buried  my  father,  my  brother,  and  my  mother.  She  is 
now  fifty-eight  years  old. 

"  I  defired  all  to  withdraw,  then  told  her  that  we  were  to  part  for  ever ; 
that  as  Chriftians,  we  Ihould  part  with  prayer ;  and  that  I  would,  if  fhe  was 
willing,  fay  a  fhort  prayer  befide  her.  She  expreflfed  great  defire  to  hear  me ; 
an4  held  up  her  poor  hands,  as  (he  lay  in  bed,  with  great  fervour,  while  I 
prayed,  kneeling  by  her^  nearly  in  the  following  words : 

"  Almighty  and  moft  mercifijl  Father,  whofe  loving-kindnefs  is  over  all  thy 
works,  behold,  vifit,  and  relieve  this  thy  fervant,  who  is  grieved  with  ficknefs. 
Grant  that  the  fenfe  of  her  weaknefs  may  add  ftrength  to  her  faith,  and  feriouf- 
nefs  to  her  repentance.  And  grant  that  by  the  help  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  after 
the  pains  and  labours  of  this  fhort  life,  we  may  all  obtain  everlafting  happinefs, 

■  It  is  proper  here  to  mention,  that  when  I  fpcak  of  his  correfpondence,  I  confider  it  indepen- 
dent of  the  voluminous  coUe^on  of  letters  which,  in  the  courie  of  many  years,  he  wrote  to 
Mrs.  Thralc,  which  forms  a  feparate  part  of  his  works ;  and  as  a  proof  of  the  high  eftimation  fct 
pn  any  thing  which  came  from  his  pen,  was  fold  by  that  lady  for  the  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds. 

through 
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through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  j  for  whofe  fake  hear  our  prayers.  Amen. 
Our  Father,  &c. 

"  I  then  kiffed  her.  She  told  me,  that  to  part  was  the  greateft  pain  that  (he 
had  ever  felt,  arid  that  Ihe  hoped  we  fliould  meet  again  in  a  better  place.  I 
exprefled,  with  fwelled  eyes,  and  great  emotion  of  tendemefe,  the  fame  hopes. 
We  killed,  and  parted.    I  hunibly  hope  to  meet  again,  and  to  part  no  more  '.'* 

By  thofe  who  have  been  taught  to  look  upon  Johnfon  as  a  man  of  a  harlh  and 
ftem  chara6ter,  let  this  tender  and  affeftionate  fcene  be  candidly  read ;  and  let 
them  dien  judge  whether  more  warmth  of  heart,  and  gratefiil  kindnefs,  is 
often  found  in  human  nature. 

We  have  the  following  notice  in  his  devotional  record : 

"  Auguft  2,  1767.  I  have  been  difturbed  and  unfetded  for  a  long  time, 
and  have  been  without  refolution  to  apply  to  ftudy  or  to  bufinefs,  being  hin- 
dered by  fudden  fnatches  '.*' 

He,  however,  furniflied  Mr.  Adams  with  a  Dedication*  to  the  King  of 
that  ingenious  gendeman's  "  Treatife  on  the  Globes,"  conceived  and  exprefled 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  could  not  fail  to  be  very  grateful  to  a  monarch,  diftin- 
guiihed  for  his  love  of  the  fciences. 

This  year  was  publilhed  a  ridicule  of  his  flyle,  under  the  tide  of  "  Lexi^ 
phanes."  Sir  John  Hawkins  afcribes  it  to  Dr.  Kenrick  >  but  its  authour  was 
one  Campbell,  a  Scotch  purfer  in  the  navy.  The  ridicule  confifted  in  apply-^ 
ing  Johnfon's  ^'  words  of  large  meaning,"  to  infignificant  matters,  as  if  one 
fliould  put  the  armour  of  Goliath  upon  a  dwarf.  The  contraft  might  be  laugh- 
able J  but  the  dignity  of  the  armour  muft  remain  the  fame,  in  all  confiderate 
minds.  This  malicious  drollery,  therefore,  it  may  eafily  be  flippofed,  could 
do  no  harm  to  its  illuftrious  object. 

It  appears  from  his  notes  of  the  ftate  of  his  mind  *,  that  he  fuiFered  great 
perturbation  and  dillradtion  in  1768.  Nothing  of  his  writing  was  given  to 
die  publick  this  year,  except  the  Prologue  *  to  his  friend  Goldfmith's  comedy 
of  "  The  Good-natured  Man."  The  firft  lines  of  this  Prologue  are  ftrongly 
charafteriftical  of  the  difmal  gloom  of  his  mind ;  which  in  his  cafe,  as  in  die 
cafe  of  all  jvho  are  diftrefled  with  the  fame  malady  of  imagination,  transfers 
to  others  its  own  feelings.  Who  could  fuppofe  that  it  was  to  introduce  a 
comedy,  when  Mr.  Benfley  folemnly  began, 

^  Prels'd.with  the  load  of  life,  the  weary  mind 
"  Surveys  the  general  toil  of  human  kind." 

but  this  dark  ground  might  make  Goldfmith's  humour  Ihine  the  more. 


1768. 


^  Prayers  and  Meditations^  p.  77  and  78.  *  Ibid.  p.  73. 


*  Ibid.  p.  81. 
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In  the  ^ring  of  this  year,  having  publijQied  my  "Account  of  Corfica,  witfe 
the  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  that  Ifland/'  I  returned  to  London,  very  defirous  ta 
fee  Dn  Johnfon>  and  hear  him  upon  rfid  fubjeft.  I  found  he  was  at  Oxford^ 
with  his  friend  Mr.  Chambers,  who  was  now  Vinerian  Profeflbr,  and  Kved  in 
New  Inn  Hall.  Having  had  no  letter  from  him  fince  that  in  which  he  criti- 
cifed  the  Latinity  of  my  Thefis,  and  having  been  told  by  fomebody  that  he  was 
offended  at  my  having  put  into  my  book  an  extract  of  his  letter  to  me  ar 
Parb,  I  was  impatient  to  be  with  him,  and  therefore  followed  him  to  Oxford  ^ 
where  I  was  entertained  by  Mr.  Chambers,  with  a  civility  which  I  fliall  ever 
gratefully  remember.  I  found  that  Dr.  Johnfon  had  fent  a  letter  to  mc  to  Scot- 
land, and  that  I  had  nothing  to  complain  of  but  his  being  more  indifferent  to 
my  anxiety  than  I  wifhed  him  to  be.  Inftead  of  giving,  with  the  circumftances 
of  time  and  place,  fuch  fragments  of  his  converfation  as  I  preftrvcd  during 
this  vifit  to  Oxford,,  I  fliall  throw  them  together  in  continuation. 

I  aiked  him  whether,  as  a  moralijft,  he  did  not  think  that  the  praftice  of 
the  law>  in  Ibme  degree,  hurt  the  nice  feeling  of  honefty.  Johnson.  **  Why 
no.  Sir,  if  you  aft  properly.  You  are  not  to  deceive  your  clients  with  falfe 
•  reprefentations  of  your  opinion ;  you  are  not  to  tell  lies  to  a  judge"  Boswell. 
**  But  what  do  you  think  of  fupporting  a  caufe  which  you  know  to  be  bad  ?'* 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  do  not  know^t  to  be  good  or  bad  till  the  Judge  deter- 
mines it.  I  have  faid  that  you  are  to  ftate  fafts  fairly ;  fo  that  your  thinking,, 
or  what  you  call  knowing  a  caufe  to  be  bad,  muft  be  from  reafoning,  mull  be 
from  your  fuppofing  your  arguments  to  be  weak  and  inconclulive.  But,  Sir,  that 
is  not  enough.  An  argument  which  does  not  convince  yourfelf,  may  convince 
the  Judge  to  whom  you  urge  it :  and  if  it  does  convince  him,  why  then,  Sir,^ 
you  are  wrong,  and  he  is  right.  It  is  his  bufinels  to  judge ;  and  you  are  not 
to  be  confident  in  your  own  opinion  that  a  caufe  is  bad,  but  to  fay  all  you 
can  for  your  client,  and  then  hear  the  Judge's  opinion."  Boswell.  '*  But^. 
Sir,  does  not  affefting  a  warmth  when  you  have  no  warmth,  and  appearing 
to  be  clearly  of  one  opinion  when  you  are  in  reality  of  another  opinion,  does 
not  fuch  diffimulation  impair  one's  honefty  ?  Is  there  not  fome  danger  that 
a  lawyer  may  put  on  the  fame  mafk  in  common  life,  in  the  intercotjrfe  withi 
his  friends  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why  no.  Sir.  Every  body  knows  you  are  paid 
for  affefting  warmth  for  your  client ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  properly  no  diflimu- 
Jation :  the  moment  you  come  from  the  bar  you  refume  your  ufuai  behaviour^ 
Sir,  a  man  wiU  no  more  carry  the  artifice  of  the  bar  into  the  common  inter- 
courfe  of  focicty,  than  a  man  who  is  paid  for  tumbling  upon  his  hands  will 
continue  to  tumble  upon  his  hands  when  he  Ihould  walk  on  his  feet."    ^ 

4  Talking 
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Talking  of  fonac  of  the  modern  plays,  he  faid  *^  Falfe  Delicaqr"  was  '7^8. 
totally  void  of  charafter.  He  praifed  Goldfmith's  "  Good-natured  Man  j"  j^xTqq 
faid,  it  was  the  beft  comedy  that  had  appeared  fmce  "  The  Provoked  Huf- 
band,"  and  that  there  had  not  been  of  late  any  fuch  charafter  exhibited  on 
the  ftage  as-  that  of  Croaker.  I  obferved  it  was  the  Sulpirius  of  his  Rambler. 
He  faid,  Goldfmith  had  owned  he  had  borrowed  it  from  thence.  *^  Sir,  (con- 
tinued he,)  there  is  all  the  difference  in  the  world  between  charadters  of 
nature  jind  charafters  of  manners ;  and  there  is  the  difference  between  the 
charafters  of  Fielding  and  thofe  of  Richardfon.  Charafters  of  manners  are 
very  entertaining ;  but  they  are  to  be  undcrftood,  by  a  more  fuperficial  obfervcr, 
than  charafters  of  nature,  where  a  man  muft  dive  into  the  recefles  of  the 
human  heart. '^ 

It  always  appeared  to  me  that  he  eftimated  the  compofitions  of  Richardfon 
too  highly,  and  that  he  had  an  unreafonable  prejudice  againft  Fielding* 
In  comparing  thofe  two  writers,  he  ufed  this  exprcflion ;  ^^  that  there  was 
as  great  a  ^fierence  between  them  as  between  a  man  who  knew  how  a 
watch  was  made,  and  a  man  who  could  tell  the  hour  by  looking  on  the 
dial-plate*"  This  was  a  fhort  ai\ij  figurative  ftate  of  his  diflinftion  between 
drawing  charafters  of  nature  and  charafters  only  of  manners.  '  But  I  cannot 
iidp  being  of  opinion, .  that  the  neat  watches  of  Fielding  are  as  weU  conftmfted 
^s  the  large  clocks  of  Richardfon,  and  thsit  his  dial-plates  are  brighten 
Fielding's  charafters,  though  they  do  not  expand  themfelves  fo  widely  in  dif- 
iertation,  are  as  juft  piftxires  of  human  nature,  and  I  will  venaire  to  fay,  have 
tnore  ftriking  features,  and  nicer  touches  of  the  pencil ;  arid  though  Johnfon 
tiled  to  quote  with  approbation  a  faying  of  Richardfon's,  "  that  the  virtues  of 
Fielding's  heroes  were  the  vices  of  a  truly  good  man,"  I  will  venture  to  add, 
that  the  moral  tendency  of  Fielding's  writings,  though  it.  does  not  encourage 
<a  drained  and  rarely  poflible  virtue,  is  ever  favourable  to  honour  and  honefly, 
and  cherifhes  the  benevolent  and  generous  afFe£tions.  He  who  is  as  good  as 
Fielding  would  make  him,  is  an  amiable  member  of  fociety,  and  may  be  led 
on  by  more  regulated  inftruftors,  to  a  higher  ftate  of  ethical  perfcftion. 

Johnfon  proceeded;  "  Even  Sir  Francis  Wronghead  is  a  charafter  of  man- 
ners, though  drawn  with  great  humour."  He  then  repeated,  very  happily,  all 
Sir  Francis's  credulous  account  to  Manly  of  his  being  with  "  the  great  man,'^ 
and  fecuring  a  place.  I  aflced  him  if  the  "  Sulpicious  Hufbanji*'  did  not 
flirnifh  a  well-drawn  charafter,  that  of  Ranger.  Johnson.  *^  No,  Sir;  Ranger 
is  juft  a  rake,  a  mere  rake,  and  a  lively  young  fellow,  but  no  cbaraSer'^ 

m 

The  great  Douglas  caufe  was  at  this  tin^e  a  very  general  fubjeft  of  difcuf- 
fion.    I  found  he  had  not  ftudied  it  with  much  attention,  but  had  only  heard 

Qjl  2  parts. 
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1768.  parts  of  it  occafionally;  He,  however,  talked  of  it,  and  faid,  ^*  I  am  of 
JEtaxTcg,  op^^io^  that  pofitive  proof  of  fraud  fhould  not  be  required  of  the  plainti^ 
but  that  the  Judges  fliould  decide  according  as  probability  Ihall  appear  to 
preponderate,  granting  to  the  defendant  the  prefumption  of  filiation  to  be 
ftrong  in  his  favour.  And  I  think  too,  that  a  good  deal  of  weight  fhould  be 
allowed  to  the  dymg  declarations,  becaufe  they  were  Ipontaneous.  There  is 
a  great  difference  between  what  is  faid  without  our  being  urged  to  it,  and 
what  is  faid  from  a  kind  of  compulfion.  *  If  I  praife  a  man's  book  without 
being  afked  my  opinion  of  it,  that  is  honefl  praife,  to  which  one  may  trufl. 
But  if  an  authour  afks  me  if  I  like  his  book,  and  I  give  him  fomething  like 
praife,  it  mufl  not  be  taken  as^my  real  opinion. 

"  I  have  not  been  troubled  for  a  long  time  with  authours  defiring  my  opinion 
of  their  works.  I  ufed  once  to  be  fadly  plagued  with  a  man  who  wrote  verfes^ 
but  who  literally  had  no  other  notion  of  a  verfe,  but  that  it  confifted  of  ten 
fyllables.     Lay  your  knife  and  your  fork  acrojs  your  platey  was  to  him  a  verfe : 

Lay  your  knife  and  your  fork,  acrofs  your  plate. 

As  he  wrote  a  great  number  of  verfes  he  fometimes  by.  chance  made  good 
ones>  though  he  did  not  know  it.*' 

He  renewed  his  promife  of  coming  to  Scodand,  and  going  with  me  to  the 
Hebrides,  but  faid  he  would  now  content  himfelf  w4th  feeing  one  or  two  of 
the  mofl  curious  of  them.  He  faid  "  Macaulay,  who  writes  the  account  of 
St.  Kilda,  fet  out  with  a  prejudice  againfl  prejudices,  and  wanted  to  be  a  fmart 
modem  thinker  ^  and  yet  he  affirms  for  a  truth,  that  when  a  fhip  arrives  therfe 
all  the  inhabitants  are  feized  with  a  cold." 

He  expatiated  on  the  advantages  of  Oxford  for  learning.  '^  There  is  herr> 
Sir,  (faid  he,)-fuch  a  progreflive  emulation.  The  fhidents  are  anxious  to 
appear  well  to  their  tutors  j  the  tutors  are  anxious  to  have  their  pupils  appear 
well  in  the  college  j  the  colleges  are  anxious  to  have  their  fludents  appear  well 
in  the  Univerfity  i  and  there  are  excellent  rules  of  difcipline  in  every  college. 
That  the  rules  are  fometimes  ill  obferved,  may  be  true  j  but  is  nothing  againfl 
the  fyftem.  The  members  of  an  Univerfity  may,  *  for  a  feafon,  be  unmindful 
of  their  duty,     I  am  arguing  for  the  excellency  of  the  inflitution." 

Of  Guthrie  he  faid,  *^  Sir,  he  is  a  man  of  parts.  He  has  no  great  regular 
fund  of  knowledge ;-  but  by  reading  fo  loog,  and  writing  fo  long,  he  no  doubt 
has  picked  up  a  good  deal." 

He  faid  he  had  lately  been  a  long  while  at  Lichfield,  but  had  grown  very 
weary  before  he  left  it.  Boswell.  "  I  wonder  at  that,  Sir  j  it  is  your  native 
place.'*     Johnson.  "  Why  fo  is  Scotland  j^^«r  native  place." 

His 
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His  prejudice  againft  Scotland  appeared  remarkably  ftrong  at  this  time.      '7^^- 
When  I  talked  of-our  advancement  in  literature,  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  you  have  ^tatVco. 
learnt  a  little  from  us,  and  you  think  yourfelves  very  great  men.     Hume 
would  never  have  written  Hiftory,  had  not  Voltaire  written  it  before  him.   He 
is  an  echo  of  Voltaire."     Boswell.    "  But,  Sir,   we  have  Lord  Kames." 
Johnson.    "  You  ban)e  Lord  Kames.     Keep  him  i  ha,  ha,  ha !     We  don't 
envy  you  him.     Do  you  ever  fee  Dr.  Robertfon?"     Boswell.  "  Yes,  Sir."- 
Johnson.  "  Does  the  dog  talk  of  me  ?"  Boswell.     "  Indeed,  Sir,  he  does, 
and  loves  you."  Thinking  that  I  now  had  him  in  a  corner,  and  being  folicitous 
for  the  literary  fame  of  my  country,  I  prefled  him  for  his  opinion  on  the 
merit  of  Dr.  Robertfon's  Hiftory  of  Scotland.     But,  to  my  furprize,    he 
cfcaped.— •"  Sir,  I  love  Robcrtfon,  and  I  won't  talk  of  his  book." 

It  is  but  juftice  both  to  him  and  Dr.  Robertfon  to  add,  that  though  he 
indulged  himfelf  in  this  fally  of  wit,  he  had  too  good  tafte  not  to  be  fully 
fenfible  of  the  merits  of  that  admirable  work. 

An  eflay,  written  by  Mr.  Deane,  a  divine  of  the  Church  of  England, 
maintaining  the  future  life  of  brutes,  by  an  explication  of  certain  parts  of  the 
fcriptures,  was  mentioned,  and  the  doftrine  infifted  on  by  a  gentleman  who 
fcemed  fond  of  curious  Ipeculation.  Johnfbn,  who  did  not  like  to  hear  of 
any  thing  concemiiig  a  future  ftate  which  was  not  authorifed  by  the  regular 
canons  of  orthodoxy,  difcouraged  this  talk ;  and  being  offended  at  its  continua- 
tion, he  watched  an  opportunity  to  give  the  gentleman  a  blow  of  reprehenfion. 
So,  when  the  poor  Ipeculatift,  with  a  ferious  metaphyfical  penfive  fece,  addrefled 
him,  "  But  really.  Sir,  when  we  fee  a  very  fenfible  dog,  we  don't  know  what 
to^think  of  him."  Johnfon,  rolling  with  joy  at  the  thought,  which  beamed 
in  his  eye,  turned  quickly  rnugf^.  and  replied,  "  True,  Sir :  and  when  we  fee 
a  very  foolifh  fellowy^g^uamt  know  what  to  think  of  him"  He  then  rofe 
up,  ftrided  to  the^ill;  and  ftood  for  fome  time  laughing  and  exulting* 

I  told  him  that  I  had  feveral  times,  when  in  Italy,  feen  the  experiment  pf^ 
placing  a  fcorpion  within  a  circle  of  burning  coab ;  that  it  ran  round  and 
round  in  extreme  pain ;  and  finding  no  way  to  efcape,  retired  to  the  centre, 
and>  like  a  true  Stoick  philofopher,  darted  its  fting  into  its  head,  and  thus  at 
X)nce  freed  itfelf  from  its  woes.  **  This  muji  end  *em.''  I  faid,  this  was  a  curious 
faft,  as  it  (hewed  deliberate  fuicide  in  a  reptile.  Johnfon  would  not  admit 
the  faA.  He  faid,  Maupertuis  was  of  opinion  that  it  does  not  kill  itfelf,  but 
^es  of  the  heat ;  that  it  gets  to  the  centre  of  the  circle,  as  the  cooleft  place  i 
that  its  turning  its  tail  in  upon  its  head  is  merely  a  convulfion,  and  that  it  ^pes 
W%  fting  itfelf    He  faid  he  would  be  fatisfied  if  the  great  anatomift  Morgagni^ 
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1 7^8.      after  diffe6bing  a  fcorpion  upon  whom  the  experiment  had  been  tried,  fhould 
^tau  59.  certify  that  its  fting  had  penetrated  into  its  head. 

He  feemed  pleafed  to  talk  of  natural  philofophy,  ^^  That  woodcock^  (fiud 
he,)  fly  over  to  the  northern  countries,  is  proved,  becaufe  they  have  been 
obferved  at  fea.  Swallows  certainly  flecp  all  the  winter.  A  number  of  them 
conglobulate  together,  by  flying  round  and  round,  and  then  all  in  a  heap 
throw  themfelvcs  under  water,  and  lye  in  the  bed  of  a  river.*'  He  told  us, 
'  one  of  his  firft  elTays  was  a  Latin  poem  upon  the  glow-worm.  I  am  forry  I 
did  not  aflc  where  it  was  to  be  found. 

Talking  of  the  Rufllans  and  the  Chinefe,  he  advifed  me  to  read  Bell's 
travels.'  I  aflced  him  whether  I  fliould  read  Du  Halde's  account  of  China* 
*^  Why  yes,  (laid  he,)  as  one  reads  fuch  a  book*;  that  is  to  fay,  confult  it.'* 

He  talked  of  the  heinoufnels  of  the  crime  of  adultery,  by  which  the  peace 
of  families  was  deflroyed.  He  laid,  "  Confufion  of  progeny  .conllitutes  the 
cflfence  of  the  crime  j  and  therefore  a  woman  who  breaks  her  marriage  vows 
is  much  more  criminal  than  a  man  who  does  it.  A  man,  to  be  fure,  is 
criminal  in  the  fight  of  God  :  but  he  does  not  do  his  wife  a  very  material 
injury,  if  he  does  not  infult  her ;  if,  for  inftance,  from  mere  wantonnels  of 
appetite,  he  fteals  privately  to  her  chambermaid.  Sir,  a  wife  ought  not 
greatly  to  refent  this.  I  would  not  receive  home  a  daughter  who  had  run 
away  from  her  hufband  on  that  account.  A  wife  Ihould  ftudy  to  reclaim  her 
hufband  by  more  attention  to  pleafe  him.  Sir,  a  man  will  not,  once  in  a 
hundred  inftances,  leave  his  wife  and  go  to  a  harlot,  if  his  wife  has  not  been 
negligent  of  pleafing.'* 

I  afked  him  if  it  was  not  hard  that  one  deviation  from  cbdflity  fhould  fo  abfb* 
lutely  ruin  a  young  woman.  Johnson.  ^*  Why  no,  Sirj  it  is  the  great  principle 
which  Ihc  is  taught.  When  Ihe  has  given  up  that  principle,  Ihe  has  given  up 
every  notion  of  female  honour  and  virtue,  which  arc  all  included  in  chaffity." 

A  gendeman  talked  to  him  of  a  lady  whom  he  gready  admired  and  wifhed 
to  marry,  but  was  afraid  of  her  fuperiority  of  talents.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  you 
need  not  be  afraid ;  marry  her.  Before  a  year  goes  about,  you'll  find  that 
xeafon  much  weaker,  and  that  wit  not  fo  bright."  Yet  the  gendeman  may 
be  juftified  in  his  apprehenfion  by  one  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  admirable  fentences 
in  his  life  of  Waller :  **  He  doubtlefs  praifed  many  whom  he  would  have  been 
afraid  to  marry  j  and,  perhaps,  married  one  whom  he  would  have  been 
afliamed  to  praife*  Many  qualities  contribute  to  domeftick  happinefs,  upon 
which  poetry  has  no  colours  to  beftow ;  and  many  airs  and  fallies  may  delight 
imagination,  whkh  he  who  flatters  them  never  can  approve/* 

He 
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He  praifed  Signer  Barettt.     *^  His  account  of  Italy  is  a  very  entertaining 
book  ;  and.  Sir,  I  know  no  man  who  carries  his  head  higher  in  converfation  '^  :    ^ 
than  Baretti.     There  arc  ftrong  powers  in  his  mind.     He  has  not,  indeed, 
many  hooks  j  but  with  what  hooks  he  has  he  grapples  very  forcibly." 

At  this  time  I  obferved  upon  die  dial-plate  of  his  watch  a  fhort  Greek 
infcription,  taken  from  the  New  Teftament,  Nug  s|i6T«»,  being  the  firft  words 
of  our  Saviour's  iblemn  admonition  to  the  improvement  of  that  time  which 
is  allowed  us  to  prepare  for  eternity ;  "  the  night  cometh  when  no  mai^  can 
work."  He  fome  time  afterwards  laid  afide  this  dial-plate ;  and  when  I  alked 
him  the  reafon,  he  faid,  "  It  might  do  very  well  upon  a  clock  which  a  man 
keeps  in  his  clofcti  but  to  have  it  upon  lys  watch  which  he  carries  about 
with  him,  and  which  is  often  looked  at  by  others,  might  be  cenfured  as 
oftentatious."  Mr.  Steevens  is  now  poflefled  of  the  dial-plate  infcribed  as 
above. 

He  remained  at  Oxford  a  confiderable  time  ^  I  was  obliged  to  go  to  London, 
where  I  received  his  letter,  which  had  been  returned  from  Scotland, 

To  James  Bosw£ll>  Efq^ 

•*  Mr  DEAR  Boswell, 

"  I  HAVE  omitted  a  long  time  to  write  to  you,  without  knowing  very 
well  why.  I  could  now  tell  why  I  (hould  not  write,  for  who  would  write  to 
men  who  publilh  the  letters  of  their  friends  without  their  leave  ?  Yet  I  write 
to  you  in  fpite  of  my  caution,  to  tell  you  that  I  ihall  be  glad  to  fee  you,  and 
that  I  wifh  you  would  empty  your  head  of  Corfica^  which  I  think  has  filled 
it  rather  too  long.  But,  at'  all  events,  I  Ihall  be  glad,  very  glad  to  fee 
you.     I  ami  Sir> 

*^  Yours  affeftionately, 

••  Oxford,  Marck  23,  I'jSS.  Sam.  Johnso  n/* 

1  anfwered  thus :  ^ 

To  M'.  Samuel  Johnson- 

"  My  dear  Sir^  London,  26th  April,  176s. 

"  I  HAVE  received  your  laft  letter,  which,  though  very  Ihort,  and 
by  no  means  complimentary,  yet  gave  me  real  plealure,  becaufe  it  contains 
thcfe  words,  *  1  ihall  be  glad,  very  glad  to  fee  you.' — Surely,  you  have  no 
teafon  to  complain  of  my  publifhing  a  (ingle  paragragh  of  one  of  your  letters  i 

the 
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the  temptation  to  it  was  fo  ftrong.  An  irrevocable  grant  of  your  friendihip, 
and  your  dignifying  toy  defire  of  vifiting  Corfica  with  the  epithet  c^  *  a  wife 
and  noble  curiofity,'  are  to  me  more  valuable  than  many  of  the  grants  of  kings. 
"  But  how  can  you  bid  me  '  empty  my  head  of  Corfica  ? '  My  noble- 
minded  friend,  do  you  not  feel  for  an  opprefled  nation  bravely  ftruggling  to 
be  free  ?  Confider  fairly  what  is  the  cafe.  The  Corficans  never  received  any 
Jcindnefs  from  the  Genoefe.  They  never  agreed  to  be  fubjeft  to  them.  They 
owe  them  nothing ;  and  when  reduced  to  an  abjeft  ftate  of  flavery,  by  force, 
fhall  they  not  rife  in  the  great  caufe  of  liberty,  and  break  the  galling  yoke  ? 
And  ihall  not  every  liberal  foul  be  warm  for  them  ?  Empty  my  head  of 
Corfica !  Empty  it  of  honour,  empty  it  of  humanity,  empty  it  of  friend- 
Ihip^  empty  it  of  piety.  No !  while  I  live,  Corfica  and  the  caufe  of  the 
brave  iflanders  Ihall  ever  employ  much  of  my  attention,  fliall  ever  intereft  mc 
in  the  fincereft  manner. 

4e       *       «       «       «       *       ♦ 

*^  I  am,  &c. 

^'  James  Boswell,** 

Upon  his  arrival  in  London  in  May,  he  furprized  me  one  morning  with 
a  vifit  at  my  lodgings  in  Half-Moon-ftreet,  was  quite  fatisfied  with  my  expla- 
nation, and  was  in  the  kindeft  and  moft  agreeable  frame  of  mind.  As  he 
had  objefted  to  a  part  of  one  of  his  letters  being  publilhed,  I  thought  it  right 
to  take  this  opportjinity  of  afking  him  explicitly  whether  it  would  be  improper 
to  publifli  his  letters  after  his  death.  His  anfwer  was,  '^  Nay,  Sir,  when  I  am 
dead,  you  may  do  as  you  will." 

He  talked  in  his  ufual  flyle  with  a  rough  contempt  of  popular  liberty. 
"  They  make  a  rout  about  unrverfd  liberty,  without  confidering  that  aU  that 
is* to  be  valued,  or  indeed  can  be  enjoyed  by  individuals,  is  private  liberty. 
Political  liberty  is  good  only  fo  far  as  it  produces  private  liberty.  Now,  Sir, 
there  is  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  which  you  know  is  a  conftant  topick.  Sup- 
pofc  you  and  I  and  two  hundred  more  were  reftrained  from  printing  our 
thoughts :  what  then  ?  What  proportion  would  that  rellraint  upon  us  bear 
to  the  private  happinefs  of  the  nation  ?" 

This  mode  of  reprefenting  the  inconveniencies  of  reftraint  as  light  and  iniig- 
pificant,  was  a  kind  of  fophiftry  in  which  he  delighted  to  indulge  himfelf,  in 
pppofition  to  the  extreme  laxity  for  which  it  has  been  fefliionable  for  too  many 
to  argue,  when  it  is  evident,  upon  refleftion,  that  the  very  eflehce  of  govern- 
ment is  reftraint  j   and  certain  it  is,  that  as  government  produces  rational 

happinc/s. 
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liappinefsj  too  much  reftraint  is  better  than  too  little.    But  when  reflraint  is 
unneceiTaiyj  and  fo  clofe  as  to  gall  thofe  who  are  iubjeft  to  it,  the  people  ^[jJ^TJ^ 
may  and  ought  to  remonftratc ;  and>  if  relief  is  not  granted,  to  refift.     Of 
this  manly  and  Ipirited  principle,,  no  man  was  more  convinced  than  Johnfon 
himfelf. 

About  this  time  Dr.  Kenrick  attacked  him,  through  my  fides,  in  a  pam- 
phlet, entided  "  An  Epiftle  to  James  Bofwell,  Elq.  occafioned  by  his  having 
tranfmitted  the  moral  Writings  of  Dr.  Samueh  Johnfon  to  Pafcal  Paoli^ 
General  of  the  Corficans."  I  was  at  firft  inclined  to  anfwer  this  pamphlet  j  but 
Johnfon,  who  knew  that  my  doing  fo  would  only  gratify  Kenrick,  by  keeping 
alive  what  would  foon  die  away  of  itielf,  would  not  fufFer  me  to  take  any 
notice  of  it. 

His  lincere  regard  for  Francis  Barber,  his  faithful  negro  fcrvant,  made  him 
fo  defirous  of  his  further  improvement,  that  he  now  placed  him  at  a  fchool 
at  Bifliop  Stortford,  in  Hertfordfhire.  This  humane  attention  does  Johnfon's 
heart  much  honour.  Out  of  many  letters  which  Mr.  Barber  received  from 
his  mailer,  he  has  preferved  three,  which  he  kindly  gave  me,  and  which  { 
ihall  inlcrt  according  to  their  dates. 

To  Mr.  Frakcis  Barber. 

*^  Dear  Francis, 

"  I  have  been  very  much  out  of  order.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you 
are  well,  and  defign  to  come  foon  to  fee  you.  I  would  have  you  .ftay  at 
Mrs.  Clapp's  for  the  prefent,  till  I  can  determine  what  we  Ihall  do.  Be  a 
^;ood  boy. 

^^  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Clapp  and  to  Mr.  Fowler.    I  am  ^  - 

"  Yours  affe£tionatdy, 
♦'  May 28,  176S.  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

Soon  afterwacds,  he  fupped  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  in  the  Strand, 
with  a  company  whom  I  collefted  to  meet  him*  They  were  Dr.  Percy,  now 
Bifhop  of  Dromore,  Dr.  Douglas,  now  Bilhop  of  Carlifle,  Mr.  Langton, 
Dr.  Robertfon  die  Hiftorian,  Dr.  Hugh  Blair,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  who 
wiihed  much  to  be  introduced  to  thefe  eminent  Scotch  literati  i  but  on  the 
prefent  occafion  he  had  very  litde  opportunity  of  hearing  them  talk,  for  with 
an  excefs  of  prudence,  for  which  Johnfon  afterwards  found  fault  with  them, 
they  haidly  opened  their  lips,  and  that  only  to  fay  fomediing  which  they  were 

R  r  certaiii! 
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certain  would  not  expofe  them,  id  die  fwordof  Gdliah.;  fiich  was  their  nnxSstf 
for  their  &me  when  ihtthe  prefencevof  Johnlbn.  He  was  this  evening  in 
remarkable  vigpur  of  mind^  and.  eager  to  exert  himlelf  in  converfadon^  which, 
he  did  with  grear  readineis  and  fluenqr  i  but  I  aiBf  fbny  tafind  that  I  have 
prelerved  but  a  fmall  part  of  what  *p»fl^d. 

He  allowed  high  praife  to  Thonofbn  as  a  poet;  but  when'  one  of  the  com- 
pany laid  he  was  alio  a  very,  gpod  naan^  our  moralift  contefted  this  widi  greaL 
warmdij,  accufing  hint  of  gro(s  ienfuality  and  licendoufrieis  of  manners.  I* 
was  very  nauch  afraid  that  in  writing  Thomfin^s  life,.  Dr.  Johnfbft^ would  have- 
treated  his  private  chara6ber  with  a  ftem  £verity>  but  I  was  agreeably  dis- 
appointed; and  I  may  claim  a  litde  merit  in-  it>,  from  my  having  been.at^ 
pains  to  fend!  him  anthendckacGOUOts  of  the  afie£bionate  and  g^erous  condu6^ 
of  that  poet  to  his  fifters,.  one  o£  whom>^  the  wife,  of  Mr.  Thomlon,  fchool^* 
mailer  at  Lanark,  I  knew>.  and  was  preiented  by  her  with  three  of  his  letters^ 
cue  of  which  Dr.  Jphnibn  has  inierted  m  his  life;. 

^  He  was  vehement  againil  old  Dr.  Mouniey,«  of  Cheliea  College,  as  ^^  a. 
fellow  who  fwore  and  talked  bawdy.!*  '*  I  have  been-  oft£a  in  his  company^ 
(iaid  Dr.  Percy^)  and  never  heard  him  fwear  or  talk  bawdy."  Mr.  Davtes,. 
who  iat  next  to  Dr.  Percy,,,  having  after  this  had:fome  converfadon  aiide  with 
him,  mads  a  diicovery  which,  in  his  zeal  to  pay  court  to  Dr^  Johnibn,  he 
eagerly  proclaimed  aloud  from  the  feot  of  the.  table :  '^O,  Sir,  I  have  found  out 
a  very  good  reafon  why  Dr..  Percy  never  heard  Mouniey  iwear  or  talk  bawdy  i 
for  he  tells  me,,  he  never  iaw  him  but  at  the  Duke  of  Northunoberland's ' 
tabled*  ^^  And  ib.  Sir,,  (faid.  Johnfon^  loudly,,  to  Dr-  Percy,)  you  would 
fhield  this  man  from  the  charge  of  iwearing  and  talking  bawdy>  becauie  he 
did  not  do  ib  at  the  Duke  of  Northumberland's  table»  Sir„  you  might  as 
well  tell  us  that  you  had  ieen  him  hold  up  his  hand  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  he 
neither  iwore  nor  talked  bawdy ;  or  that  you  had  fecn  him  in  the  cart  at 
Tyburn,,  and  he  neither  fwore  nor  talked  bawdy..  And'  is  it  thus,.  Sir,  that 
you  prefume  to  controvert  what  I  have  related  I"  Dr.  Johnibn^s  animadver- 
fion  was  uttered  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  Dr.  Percy  feemed  t^  be  difpleafqj, 
and  ibon  afterwards  left  the  company,,  of  which  Johnfon  did  not  at  that  dmc 
take  any  nodce.. 

Swift  having  been  mentioned,,  Johnibn,.  as  ufual>  treated  him  with  litde 
reipeA  as  an  authour..    Some  of  us  endeavoured  to  fupport  the  Dean  of  St. 
Patrick's,  by  various  arguments.    One  in  particular  praifed  his  "  Conduft  of 
the  Allies.'*    Johnson.  «  Sir,  his  ^  Conduft  of  the  Allies*  is  a  performance 
of  very  litde  ability/'    «^  Swely,  Sir,  (faid  Dr.  Douglas,)  you  mufl  allow  it 

haa 
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liiis  ftrong  fafts,*'  Johnson.  «  Why  yes.  Sir;  but>¥}iac  is  that  to  the  merit  ^68. 
t)f  the  compofmon  ?  In  the  Seflions*paper  of  the  Old  Bailey  there  are  ftrong  ^^smTss^ 
fadh.  Houfebreaking  is  a  ftrong  && ;  robbery  is  a  ftrong  faft ;  and  mutder 
is  a  mighty  ftroi^  fa£b4  but  is  great  praiie  due  to  the  hiftorian  of  thofe  ftrong 
iadbs  ?  NQi  Sii^  Swift  has  told  what  he  had  to  tell  diftin6tly  enough,  but 
diat  is  all.  He  had  to  count  ten,  and  he  has  counted  it  right,"—- Then  recol- 
kding  that  Mr.  Davies,  by  acting  as  an  informs,  had  been  the  occaiion  of  his 
.talking  fomewhat  too  harihly  to  his  friend  Dr.  Perq^,  for  which^  jprobably^ 
when  the  firft  ebulHtion  was  over,  he  ielt  fomc  con^)un£tion,  he  took  an  c^por- 
tunity  to  ^ive  him  a  hit ;  fo  added,  with  a  prq>aratory  laugh,  ^^  Why,  Sir« 
Tom  Davies  might  have  written  *  the  Conchid  of  the  Allies."  Poor  Tom 
being  thus  fuddenly  dragged  into  ludicrous  notice  in  prefence  of  the  Scottifh 
Dodbors;,  to  whom  he  was  ambitions  of  appearing  to  advantage,  was  grievoufty 
inortified.    Nor  did  his  punifliment  reft  here ;   for  upon  fubiequent  occa- 

fions^  whenever  he,  ^  ftatefman  all  o'er,"  aifumed  a  ftrutting  importance,  I 

« 

iifed  to  hail  him — ■'**  the  JuUfour  (f  the  ConduS  of  the  Allies^ 

When  I  called  upon  Dr.  Johnfon  -next  momit^  I  found  him  highly  iatiA 
fied  with  his  colloquial  prowefs  the  preceding  evening.  "  Well,  (faid  he,) 
we  had  good  talk."  Bqsw£lu  ^  Yes^  Sir;  you  tofled  and  gored  ieveral 
perfons." 

The  late  Alexander  Earl  of  Eglintoune,  who  loved  wit  more  than  wine^ 
and  men  of  genius  mope  than  fycophants^  had  a  great  admiration  of  Johnibn  ^ 
but  from  the  remarkable  ekrgance  of  his  own  manners^  was,  perhaps,  too 
delicately  fenfible  of  the  rou^inefs  which  fometimes  appeared  in  Johnfon's  beha- 
viour. One  evening  about  this  time,  when  his  Lordihip  did  me  the  honour 
to  fup  at  my  lodgings  with  Dr.  Robertfon  and  feveral  other  men  f£  literary 
<liftin£tion,  he  regretted  that  Johnfon  had  not  been  educated  with  more  Fefine- 
ment,  and  lived  more  in  polifhed  fodety.  *^  No^  no,  my  Lord,  (faid  Signor 
Baretd,)  do  with  him  what  you  would,  he  would  always  have  been  a  bear.'' 
'**  True,  (anfwered  the  Earl^  with  a  fmik,)  but  he  would  have  been  tl  dancing 
bean"      , 

To  obviate  all  the  reflexions  viluch  have  gone  round  the  world  to  Johnibn^s 
prejudice^  by  applying  to  him  the  epithet  of  a  hear^  Jet  mie  imprefs  t^n  my 
readers  a  juft  and  happy  faying  of  my  friend  Goldfmith,  who  knew  Um  well : 
«  Johnibn,  to  be  fure,  has  a  roughnefs  in  his  manner ;  but  no  man  alive  has 
a  more  tender  heart.    He  has  mtlnng  of  tht  hear  but  bisJkinJ* 

In  1769,  fb  far  as  I  can  difcover^  the  publick  was  favoured  with  nothing  of     176^ 
his  compofitionj  either  for  himfelf  or  any  of  his  friends.    His  •*  Meditations" 
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tdo  ftrongly  prove  that  he  fuffered  much  both  in  body  and  mind ;  yet  was  h« 
perpetually  ftriving  againft  evil^  and  nobly  endeavouring  to  advance  his  inteU 
leftual  and  devotional  improvement.  Every  generous  and  grateful  heart  muflr 
feel  for  the  diftreffes  of  fo  eminent  a  benefaftor  to  mankind ;  and  now  that  his 
unhappinefs  is  certainly  known,  niuft  rcfpeft  that  dignity  of  charafter  which 
prevented  him  from  complaining. 

His  Majefly  having  this  year  inftituted  the  ^oyal  Academy,  Johnfbn  had 
the  honour  of  being  appointed  Profeflbr  of  Ancient  Literature,  In  the  courfe 
of  the .  year  he  wrote  fome  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  palled  fome  part  of  the 
fummer  at  Oxford  and  at  Lichfield,  and  when  at  Oxford  wrote  the  following 
letter ; 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Wahtojt^ 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  MANY  years  ago,  when  I  ufed  to  read  in  the  library  of  your 
College,  I  promifed  to  recompence  the  College  for  that  permiffion,  by  adding, 
to  their  books  a  Ba(kerville*s  Virgil.  I  have  now  fent  it,  and  defire  you  to 
repofit  it  on  the  Ihelves  in  «y  name  *. 

*'  If  you  will  be  pleafed  to  let  me  know  when  you  have  an  hour  of  leifure^ 
I  will  drink  tea  with  you.  I  am  engaged  for  the  afternoon,  to-morrow  and 
on  Friday :  all  my  mornings  are  my  own  '• 

•*  I  am,  &t;. 
"  May  31,  1769.  Sam.  Johnson/*^ 


I  came  to  London  in  the  autumn,  arid  having  informed  him  that  I  was 
gomg  to  be  married  in  a  few  months,  I  wifhed  to  have  as  much  of  his  con- 
verfation  as  I  could  before  engaging  in  a  ftate  of  life  which  would  probably 
keep  me  more  in  Scotland,  and  prevent  my  feeing  him  fo  often  as  when  I 
was  a  fingle  man  y  but  I  found  he  was  at  Brighthelmftone  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thrale.  I  was  very  forry  that  I  had  not  his  company  with  me  at  the  Jubilee, 
in  honour  of  Shakfpeare,    at  Stratford-upon-Avon,  the  great  poet^is  native 

*  *•  It  has  this  infcription  in  a  blank-leaf  l  •  Hune  Uhrum  Z>,  IX  Samuel  John/on,  <«  quid  hie 
tociftudiis  interdum  *vacaret.'  Of  this  library,  which  is  an  old  Gothick  room,  he  was  very  fond.. 
On  my  obferving  to  him  that  fome  of  the  modem  libraries  of  the  Univerfity  were  more  commo- 
dious and  pleafant  for  ftody,  as  being  more  fpacioas  and  airy,  he  replied,  •  Sir,  if  a  man  has  a 
mind  to  prance^  he  muft  ftudy  at  Chrift-Church  and  All-Souls." 

^  '<  During  this  vifit  he  feldom  or'  never  dined  out.  He  appeared  tcbe  deeply  engaged  la  fome^ 
tterary  woriu    MiG  Williams  was  now  with  him  at  Oxford^'' 
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town.  Johnfbn's  connedbion  both  with  Shakfpeare  and  Garrick  founded  a  »7^- 
double  claim  to  his  prefeuce ;  and .  it  would  have  been  highly  gratifying  to  jsm^^eoi 
Mr.  Garrick.  Upon  this  oceafion  I  particularly  laqiented  that  he  had  not 
that  warmth  of  friendlhip  for  his  brilliant  pupil,  which  we  may  fuppofe  would 
have  had  a  benignant  efFeft  on  both.  When  almoft  every  man  of  eminence 
in  the  literary  world  was  happy  to  partake  in  this  feftival  of  genius,  the  abfence 
of  Johnfon  could  not  but  be  wondered  at  and  regretted.  The  only  trace  of 
him  there,  was  in  the  whimfical  advertifement  of  a  haberdafher,  who  fold 
Sbak/perian  ribbands  of  various  dyes  j  and,  by  way  of  illuftrating  their  appro- 
priation to  the  bard,  introduced  a  line  from  the  celebrated  Prologue  at  the 
opening  of  Drury  Jane  theatre  : 

"  Each  change  of  many-colour' d  life  he  drew."  "" 

m 

From  Brighthelmftone  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote  me  the  following  letter,  which 
they  who  may  think  that  I  ought  to  have  fuppreffed,  muft  have  lefs  ardent 
feelings  than  I  have  always  avowed. 

^0  James  Bo^well,;^. 

^*  Dear  Sir, 

"  WHY  do  you   charge  me  with  unkindnefe?     I  have  omitted 
nothing  that  could  do  you  good,  or  give  you  pleafure,  unlefs  it  be  that  I    • 
have  forborne  to  tell  you  my  opinion  of  your  account  of  Corfica.     I  believe 
my  opinion,  if  you  think  well  of  my  judgement,  might  have  given  you  plea- 
fure i  but  when  it  is  confidercd  how  much  vanity  is  excited  by  praifc,  I  am. 
not  fure  that  it  would  have  done  you  good.     Your  Hiftory  is  like  other 
hiftories,  but  your  Journal  is  in  a  very  high  degree  curious  and  delightfuh* 
There  is  between  the  hiftory  and  the  journal  that  difference  which  there  will 
always  be  found  between  notions  borrowed  from  without,  and  notions  gene- 
rated within.    Your  hiftory  was  copied  from  books  i  your  journal  rofe  out  of 
your  own  experience  and  obfervation.     You  exprels  images  which  operated 
ftrongly  upon  yourfclfi  and  you  have  imprefled  them  with  great  force  upon 
your  readers.     I  know  not  whether  I  could  name  any  narrative  by  which 
curiofity  is  better  excited,  or  better -gratified. 

"  I  am  glad  that  you  are  going  to  be  married  j  and  as  1  wilh  you  well  ia 
things  of  lefs  importance,  wilh  yoti  well  with  proportionate  ardour  in  this 
crifis  of  your  life.  What  I  can  contribute  to  your  happinefs,  I  fhould  be  very 
unwilling  to  with-hold  i  for  I  Jiave  always  loved  aad  valued  you,  and  fliaU  love 

you 
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you  and  value  you  ftill  morCf  as  you  become  more  regular  and  ufeful:  eflPeAt 
which  a  happy  marriage  wiU  hardly  fail  to  produce, 

«  I  do  not  find  Aat  I  am  likely  to  come  back  very  foon  fi-om  dris  place, 
I  Ihall^  perhaps,  ftay  a  fortnight  longer  i  and  a  fortni^t  is  a  long  time  to 
a  lover  abient  from  his  miftrefs.    Would  a  fortnight  ever  have  an  end  ? 

^  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

^*  Your  moft  a&ftionate  humble  icrvant, 

•**  Brighthdmftonc,  SaM.   JohNSON.** 

Sept.  9,  1769. 

After  his  return  to  town,  we  met  frequently,  and  I  continued  the  praftice 
of  making  notes  of  his  converfation,  though  not  with  fo  much  afTiduity  as  I 
wifh  I  had  done.  At  this  time,  indeed^  I  had  a  fuificient  excufe  for  not  being 
able  to  appropriate  fo  much  time  to  my  journal ;  for  General  Paoli,  after 
Corfica  had  been  overpowered  by  the  monarchy  of  France,  was  now  no 
longer  at  the  head  of  his  brave  countrymen,  but  having  with  difficulty  efcaped 
from  his  native  ifland,  had  fought  an  afylum  in  Great-Britain ;  and  it  was  my 
duty,  as  well  as  my  pleafure,  to  attend  much  upon  him.  Such  particulars  of 
Johnfon's  converfation  at  this  period  as  I  have  committed  to  writing,  I  (hall 
here  introduce,  without  any  ftrift  attention  to  methodical  arrangement.  Some*- 
times  (hort  notes  of  difierent  days  Ihall  be  blended  together,  and  fbmedmer 
a  day  may  feem  important  enough  to  be  leparately  diftinguifhed. 

He  faid,  he  woukl  not  have  Sunday  kept  with  rigid  feverity  and  glooifi, 
but  with  a  gravity  and  fimplicity  of  behaviour. 

I  told  him  that  David  Hume  had  made  a  ihort  collection  of  Scotdcifms. 
*^  I  wonder,  (faid  Jc^infon,)  that  he  ifaould  find  them." 

He  would  not  admit  the  importance  of  the  queftion  concerning  the  legality 
of  general  warrants.  **  Such  a  power  (he  obferved,)  mult  be  vetted  in 
every  goverranent,  to  anfwer  particular  cafes  of  neceffity ;  and  there  can  be 
no  juft  complaint  but  when  it  is  abuled,  for  which  thofe  who  adminifter 
government  mutt  be  aniwerable.  It  is  a  matter  of  fudi  indifference,  a  matter 
about  which  the  people  care  fo  very  little,  that  were  a  man  to  be  lent  over 
Britain  to  ofier  them  an  exemption  from  it  at  a  hal^nny  a  piece,  very  few 
would  purchaie  it.'"  This  was  a  ipecimen  of  that  laxity  of  talking,  which  I 
have  heard  him  fiurly  acknowledge ;  for,  furely,  wtufe  the  power  of  granting 
general  warrants  was  fuppofed  to  be  legal,  and  the  apprehenfion  of  them  hung 
over  our  heads,  we  dkl  not  poflefs  that  fecurity  of  freedom^  congenial  to  our 
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ftappy  conftitudon,  and  which>  by  the  intrepid  exertions  of  Mr.  Wilkes^  has 
been  happily  eftablifhed. 

He  laid,  «  The  duration  of  Parliament,  whether  for  feven  years  or  for  the 
life  of  the  King,  appears  to  me  ib  immaterial,  that  I  would  not  give  half  a 
crown  to  tum  the  fcale  the  one  way  or  the  other.  The  habeas  corpus  is  the 
fingle  advantage  which  our  government  has  over  that  of  other  countries." 

On  the  30th  of  September  we  dined  together  at  the  Mitre.  I  attempted 
to  argue  for  the  fuperiour  happinefs  of  the  favage  life,  upon  the  ufual  fanciful 
topicks.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  there  can  be  nothing  more  falfe.  The  favages  have 
no  bodily  advantages  beyond  thofc  of  civilifed  men.  They  have  not  better 
health ;  and  as  to  care  or  mental  uneafineis,  they  are  not  above  it,  but  below 
it,  like  bears.  No,  Sir ;  you  are  not  to  talk  iuch  paradox :  let  me  have  no 
more  oft.  It  cannot  entertain,  far  lefs  can  it  inftruft.  Lord  Monboddo^ 
one  of  your  Scotch  Judges,  talked  a  great  deal  of  fuch  nonfenfe.  I  fuffered 
him  5  but  I  will  not  fuffer  J^^«." — ^Boswell.  "But,  Sir,  does  not  Roufleau 
talk  fuch  nonfenfe  ? "  Johnson.  **  True,  Sir  j  but  Roufleau  knows  he  is 
talking  nonfenfe,  and  laughs  at  the  world  for  ftaring  at  him."  Boswblu 
**  How  fo>  Sir  ? "  Johnson.  "  Why^  Sir,  a  man  who  talks  nonfenfe  fb  well> 
muft  know  that  he  is  talking  nonfenfe.  But  I  3m  a/raid,  (chuckling  and 
laughing,).  Monboddo  does  nof  know  that  he  is  talking  nonfenfe '."  Boswell. 
**  Is  it  wrong  then.  Sir,,  to  af£e<5b  fingularity,  in  order  to  make  people  flare  ?'* 
Johnson.  "Yes,  if  you  do  it  by  propagating  errour :  and,  indeed,  it  is  wrong, 
inany  way.  There  is  in  human  nature  a  general  inclination  to  make  people^ 
ftare  j  and  every  wife  man  has  himfelf  to  cure  of  ity  and  does  cure  himfelf.. 
If  you  wifh  to  make  peopk  flare  by  doing  better  thaa.othcrs,^,why>  make  them 
ilarc  till  they  flare  their  eyes  out.  But  confidef  how  eaiy  it  is  to  make  people 
ftare,  by  being  abfurd.  I  may  do  it  by  gping  into  a  drawing-room  without  my 
fhoes.  You  remember  the  gentleman  in  *'  The  Spedbtor,"  who  had  a  commif- 
fioo  of  lunacy  takenout  againft  him  for  his  extreme  fingularity,  fuch  as  never 
wearing  a  wig,  but  a  night-cap.  Now,  Sir,  abftraftedly,  the  night-cap  was 
befl^  but,  relatively^  the  advantage  was  overbalanced  by  his  making  the  bdys 
run  after  him." 

Talkmg  of  a  London  life,,  he  Ikid,  "  TIie  happinefs  of  London  is  not  to- 
be  conceived  but  by  thofc  who  have  been  in  it..    I  wiU  venture  to  fay,  there 

*  His  Loidihip  havbg  frequently  fpokenio  aa  abafive  manner  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  in  my  company^ 
I  on  one  occafioa  daring  the  lifetime  of  my  illoftnous  friend  couU  notfcfrain  from  retaliation^, 
and  repeated  to  him.  this  faying. 
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is  more  learning  and  fcience  withlti  the  circumference  of  ten  ntUes  from  where 
we  now  fit,  than  in  all  the  reft  of  the  kingdom."  Boswell.  *'  The  only 
difadvantage  is  the  great  diftance  at  which  people  live  from  one  another." 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir  j  but  that  is  occafioned  by  the  largenefs  of  it,  which  15 
the  caufe  of  all  the  other  advantages."  Boswell*  "  Sometimes  I  have  been 
in  the  humour  of  wifliing  to  retire  to  a  defart."  Johnson.  ^^  Sir,  you  have 
delart  enough  in  Scodand." 

Although  I  had  promifed  myfelf  a  great  deal  of  inftruftive  converfadon  with 
him  on  the  conduct  of  the  married  ftate,  of  which  I  had  then  a  near  prolpeft^ 
he  did  not  fay  much  upon  diat  topick.  Mn  Seward  heard  him  once  fay,  that 
**  a  man  has  a  very  bad  chance  for  happinefs  in  diat  ftate,  unlels  he  inarries  a 
woman  of  very  ftrong  and  fixed  principles  of  religion."  He  maintained  to 
me,  contrary  to  the  common  notion,  that  a  woman  would  not  be  the  worfc 
wife  for  being  learned ;  in  which,  from  all  that  I  have  obferved  of  Artemijias^ 
1  humbly  differed  from  him.  That  a  woman  Ihould  be  fenfible  and  well 
informed,  I  allow  to  be  a  great  advantage ;  and  think  that  Sir  Thomas  Over- 
bury  ^  in  his  rude  verfification,  has  very  judicioufly  pointed  out  that  degree  of 
intelligence  which  is  to  be  defired  in  a  female  companion : 

**  Give  me,  ntxt  goody  zn  underflanding  wifey 

'^*  By  Nature  wifsy  not  learned  by  much  art ; 
<*  Some  knowledge  on  her  fide  will  all  my  life 

**  More  Icope  of  converfation  impart ; 
**  Befides,  her  inborne  virtue  fortifie ; 
"  They  are  moft  firmly  good,  who  beft  know  why." 

When  I  cenlurcd  a  gendeman  of  my  acqu^ntance  for  marrying  a  fecond 
time,  as  it  fliewed  a  difregard  of  his  firft  wife,  he  laid,  ^*  Not  at  all.  Sir. 
On  the  contrary,  were  he  not  to  marry  again,  it  might  be  concluded  that  his 
firft  wife  had  given  him  a  difguft  to  marriage ;  but  by  taking  a  fecond  wife 
he  j>ays  the  higheft  compliment  to  the  firft,  by  (hewing  that  (he  made  him 
io  happy  as  a  married  man,  that  he  wifties  to  be  fo  a  fecond  time."  So 
ingenious  a  turn  did  he  give  to  this^  delicate  queftion.  And  yet,  on  another 
occafion,  he  owned  that  he  once  had  almoft  alked  a  promife  of  Mrs.  Johnfbn 
that  file  would  not  marry  again,  but  had  checked  himfelf.  Indeed  I  cannot 
help  thinking,  that  in  his  cafe  the  requeft  would  have  been  unreafonable  i  for 

♦  »•  A  Wife,"  a  poem,  1614. 

if 
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If  Mrs.  Johnfon  forgot,  or  thought  it  no  ff^ury  to  die  memory  of  her  firft     17^9- 
love,— the  hufband  of  her  youth  and  the  father  of  her  children, — to  make  a  JEtat.  60^ 
fecond  marriage,  why  fhould  flie  be  precluded  from  a  third,  ihould  (he  be 
fo  inclined  ?     In  Johnfon*s  perfevering  fond  appropriation  of  his  Tetty,  even 
after  her  deceafe,  be  ieems  totally  to  have  overlooked  the  prior  claim  of  the 
honeft  Birmingham  trader.     I  prefume  that  her  having  been  married  before 
had,  at  times,  given  him  fome  uneafmefs ;  for  I  remember  his  obferving  upon   ' 
the  marriage  of  one  of  our  common  friends,  "  He  has  done  a  very  foolilh 
thingi  Sir;  he 4ias  married  a  widow,  when  he  might  have  had  a  maid." 

We  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams.  I  had  laft  year  the  pleafure  of  fee- 
ing Mis.  Thrale  at  Dr.  Johnfon's  one  morning,  and  had  convcrfation 
enough  with  her  to  admire  her  talents,  and  to  (hew  her  that  I  was  as  Johnfbnian 
as  herfelf.  Dr.  Johnfon  had  probably  been  kind  enough  to  (peak  well  of  me, 
for  this  evening  he  delivered  me  a  very  polite  card  from  Mr.  Thrale  and  her, 
inviting  me  to  Streatham. 

On  the  6th  of  Oftober  I  complied  with  this  obliging  invitation,  and  found, 
at  an  elegant  villa,  fix  miles  from  town,  every  circumftance  that  can  make 
fociety  pleafmg.  Johnfon,  though  quite  at  home,  was  yet  looked  up  to  with 
jSLn  awe,  tempered  by  a(Fe6lion,  and  feemed  to  be  equally  the  care  of  his  hoft 
and  hoftefs.     I  rejoiced  at  feeing  him  (b  happy. 

He  played  off  his  wit  agdnft  Scodand  with  a  good  humoured  plea(antry, 
which  gave  me,  though  no  bigot  to  national  prejudices,  an  opportunity  for  9, 
litde  conteft  with  him.  I  having  (aid  that  England  was  obliged  to  us  for 
gardeners,  almoft  all  their  good  gardeners  being  Scotchmen, — ^Johnson, 
•♦  Why,  Sir,  that  is  becaufe  gardening  is  much  more  neceflary  amongft  you 
dian  with  us,  which  makes  (b  many  of  your  people  learn  it.  It  is  ^//garden- 
ing with  you.  Things  which  grow  wild  here,  muft  be  cultivated  with  great 
care  in  Scodand.  Pray  now,  (throwing  him(elf  back  in  his  chair,  and  laugh«- 
ing,)  are  you  ever  able  to  bring  the  ^e  to  perfeftion  ?" 

I  boafted  that  we  had  the  honour  of  being  the  firft  to  abolKh  the  unho(pitable, 
troublefome,  and  ungracious  cuftom  of  giving  vails  to  fervants.  Johnson. 
**  Sir,  you  aboli(hed  vails,  becaufe  you  were  too  poor  to  be  able  to  give 
them." 

Mrs.  Thrale  difputed  with  him  on  the  merit  of  Prior.  He  attacked  him 
powerfully ;  faid,  he  wrote  of  love  like  a  man  who  had  never  felt  it :  his  love 
verfes  were  colle^  verfes  V  and  he  repeated  the  fong,  *^  Alexis  (hunn*d  his 
fellow  fwains,"  &c.  In  fo  ludicrous  a  manner,  as  to  make  us  all  wonder  how 
any  one  could  have  been  pleafed  with  fuch  fantaftical  ftuffl   Mrs.  Thrale  ftood 
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*7^-     to  her  gun  with  great  courage,  in  defence  of  amorous  ditties  which  John£>n 
Iffitatl^o!  defpifcd,  till  he  at  laft  filenced  her  by  laying,  *^  My  dear  Lady,  talk  no  more 
of  this,     Nonfenfe  can  be  defended  but  by  nonfenfe/' 

Mrs.  Thrale  then  praifed  Garrick's  talent  for  light  gay  poetry  j  and,  as  21 
fpecimen,  repeated  his  fong  in  "  Florizel  and  Perdita,*'  and  dwek  with  pecu«» 
liar  pleafure  on  this  line : 


<c 


I'd  fmile  with  the  fimple,  and  feed  with  the  poor/* 


Johnson.  "  Nay,  my  dear  Lady,  this  will  never  do*  Poor  David !  Smile 
with  the  fimple  !  What  folly  is  that !  And  who  would  feed  with  the  poor 
that  can  help  it?  No,  no  j  let  me  fmile  with  the  wife,  and  feed  with  the 
rich."  I  repeated  this  fally  to  Garrick,  and  wondered  to  find  his  fenfibility  as 
a  writer  not  a  litde  irritated  by  it.  To  fboth  him,  I  obferved,  that  Johnfon 
^ared  none  of  us ;  and  I  quoted  the  paflage  in  Horace,  in  which  he  com- 
pares one  who  attacks  his  friends  for  the  fake  of  a  laugh,  to  a  puihing  ox  that 
is  marked  by  a  bunch  of  hay  put  upon  his  horns :  ^^  fcsnum  habet  in  comu^^ 
**  Aye,  (faid  Garrick,  vehemently,)  he  has  a  whole  mow  of  it." 

Talking  of  hiftory,  Johnfon  faid,  "  We  may  know  hiftorical  fafts  to  be 
trufe,  as  we  may  know  fafts  in  common  life  to  be  true.  Motives  are  generally 
unknown.  We  cannot  trufl:  to  the  charadters  we  find  in  hiftory,  unleis  when 
they  are  drawn  by  thofe  who  knew  the  perfons  5  as  thoft^  for  inftance,  by 
Salluft  and  by  Lord  Clarendon." 

He  would  not  allow  much  merit  to  Whitefield's  oratory.  "  His  popularity. 
Sir,  (faid  he,)  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  peculiarity  of  his  manner.  He  would 
be  followed  by  crowds  were  he  to  wear  a  night-cap  in  the  pulpit,  or  were  he 
to  preach  from  a  tree." 

I  know  not  from  what  ^irit  of  contradi6bion  he  burft  out  into  a  violent 
declamation  againft  the  Corficans,  of  whofe  heroifm  I  talked  in  high  terms^ 
'^  SiTy  (faid  he,)  what  is  all  this  rout  about  the  Corficans  ?  'They  have  been 
at  war  with  the  Genoefe  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  and  have  never  yet 
taken  their  fortified  towns.  They  might  have  battered  down  their  walls  and 
reduced  them  to  powder  in  twenty  years.  They  might  have  pulled  the  walls 
in  pieces,  and  cracked  the  ftones  with  their  teeth  in  twenty  years."  It  was  in 
vain  to  argue  with  him  upon  the  want  of  artillery :  he  was  not  to  be  refifted 
ibr  the  moment 

On  the  evening  of  OEtober  10,  I  prefented  Dr.  Johnibn  to  General  PaoiL 
I  had  greatly  wilhed  that  two  meo^  for  whom  I  had  the  higheil:  efteem^  (hould 

4  meet. 
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meet.  They  met  wirfi  a  manly  eafe,  mutually  confcious  of  their  own  abili-  '7^9*  ^ 
tics,  and  of  the  abilities  of  each  other.  The  General  Ipoke  Italian,  and  Dr,  jEtat.  60. 
Johnfon  Englifh,  and  underftood  one  another  very  wcU,  with  a  little  aid  of 
interpretation  from  me,  in  which  I  compared  myfelf  to  an  ifthmus  which  joins 
two  great  continents.  Upon  Johnfon's  approach,  the  General  faid,  *^  From 
what  I  have  read  of  your  works,  Sir,  and  from  what  Mr.  Bofwell  has  told 
rtie  of  you,  I  have  long  held  you  in  great  veneration."  The  General  talked 
of  languages  being  formed  on  the  particular  notions  and  manners  of  a  people, 
without  knowing  which,  we  cannot  know  the  language.  We  may  know  the 
dircft  fignification  of  fingle  words  j  but  by  thefe  no  beauty  of  expreffion,  no 
fally  of  genius,  no  wit  is  conveyed  to  the  mind.  All  this  muft  be  by  allufion 
to  other  ideas.  **  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  you  talk  of  language  as  if  you  had 
never  done  any  thii^g  elfc  but  ftudy  it,  inftead  of  governing  a  nation."  The 
General  faid,  "  ^ejio  e  un  troppo  gran  complmento^^*  this  is  too  great  a  com- 
pliment. Johnfon  anfwered,  **  I  Ihould  have  thought  fo.  Sir,  if  I  had  not 
heard  you  talk."  The  General  afked  him,  what  he  thought  of  the  Ipirit  of 
infidelity  which  was  fo  prevalent.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  this  gloom  of  infidelity, 
I  hope,  is  only  a  tranfient  cloud  pafling  through  the  hemilphere,  which  will 
foon  be  diffipated,  and  the  fun  break  forth  with  his  ulual  Iplendour."  "  You 
think  then,  (faid  the  General,)  that  they  will  change  their  principles  like  their  ^ 
clothes."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  if  they  beftow  no  more  thought  on  prin- 
ciples than  on  drefs,  it  muft  be  fo."  The  General  faid,  that  *'  a  great  part  of 
the  falhionable  infidelity  was  owing  to  a  defire  of  (hewing  courage.  Men  who 
have  no  opportunities  of  Ihewing  it  as  to  things  in  this  life,  take  death  and 
futurity  as  objedts  on  which  to  difplay  it."  Johnson.  ^'  That  is  mighty  foolifli 
affedtation.  Fear  is  one  of  the  paffions  of  human  nature,  of  which  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  diveft  it.  You  remember  that  the  Emperour  Charles  V.  when  he 
read  upon  the  tomb-ftone  of  a  Spanilh  nobleman,  'Here  lies  one  who  never 
knew  fear,'  wittily  faid,  '  Then  he  never  fiiufFed  a  candle  with  his  fingers." 

He  talked  a  few  words  of  French  to  the  General  j  but  finding  he  did  not 
do  it  with  facility,  he  alked  for  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  wrote  the  following 
note: 

"  fai  lu  dans  la  geographic  de  Lucas  de  Linda  un  Pater-nofter  ecrit  dans  une 
langue  touthfait  differ ente  de  Vltalieriney  et  de  toutes  autres  lefquellesfe  dervoent  du 
Latin.  Lauteur  Vappelle  linguam  Corficse  rullicam  \  eUe  apeutetrepajfiypeu  a  pen  % 
fnais  elle  a  certainement  prevalue  autrefois  dans  les  montages  et  dans  la  campagne. 
Le  meme  auteur  dit  la  meme  choje  enpariant  de  Sardaigne ;  quHly  a  deux  langue^ 
dans  ryie^  une  des  vUles^  V autre  de  la  campagne:' 
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»7^«         The  General  immediately  inforaied  him  that  the  Kngua  ruftica  was  only  in 

i^tat.  &).  Sardinia. 

Dr.  Johnfon  went  home  with  me,  and  drank  tea  till  late  in  the  night.  He 
faid.  General  Paoli  had  the  loftieft  port  of  any  man  he  had  ever  fcen.  He 
denied  that  military  men  were  always  the  bed  bred  men.  Perfeft  good 
breeding,  he  obferved,  confifts  in  having  no  particular  mark  of  any  profeflion> 
but  a  general  elegance  of  manners :  whereas,  in  a  military  man,  you  can, 
commonly  diftinguifti  the  brand  of  a  foldier,  Pbomme  d'epee. 

Dr.  Johnfon  ihunned  to-night  any  difcuffion  of  the  perplexed  quefUon  o£ 
fate  and  free  will,  which  I  attempted  to  agitate :  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  we  know 
our  will  is  free,  and  there^s  an  end  oft." 

He  honoured  me  with  his  company  at  dinner  on  the  1 6th  of  Oftober,  at 
my  lodgings  in  Old  Bond-ftreet,  with  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Garrick^ 
Dr.  Goldfmith,  Mr.  Murphy,  Mr.  Bickerftaff,  and  MK  Thomas  Davies. 
Garrick  played  round  him  with  a  fond  vivacity,  taking  hold  of  the  breafts  of 
his  coat,  and,  looking  up  in  his  face  with  a  lively  archnefs„  complimented  him 
on  the  good  health  which  he  feemed  then  to  enjoy ;  while  the  fage,  fhaking 
his  head,  beheld  him  with  a  gende  complacency.  One  of  the  company  not 
being  come  at  the  appointed  hour,  I  propofed,  as  uiiial  upon  fuch  occa- 
fions,  to  order  dinner  to  be  ferved ;  adding,  "  Ought  fix  people  to  be  kept 
waiting  for  one  ?  '*  **  Why  yes,  (anfwered  Johnfon,  ,with  a  delicate  huma- 
nity,) if  the  one  will  fufFer  more  by  your  fitting  down,  than  the  fix  will  do 
by  waiting."  Goldfmith,  to  divert  the  tedious  minutes,  ftrutted  about, 
bragging  of  his  drcfs,  and  I  believe  was  ferioufly  vain  of  it,  for  his  mind 
was  wonderfully  prone  to  fuch  impreffions*  "  Come,  come,  (faid  Garrick,) 
talk  no  more  of  that..  You  are,  perhaps,  the  worft— eheh !"— -Goldfmith 
was  eagerly  attempting  to  interrupt  him,  when  Garrick  went  on,  laughing:.';- 
ironically,  *^  Nay,  you  will  always  look  like  a  gentleman ;  but  I  am  talking 
of  being  well  or  ill  dreft^  "  Wellj,  let  me  tell  you,  (faid  Goldfinith,)  whea 
my  tailor  brought  home  my  Moom-coloured  coat,  he  faid  *  Sir,  I  have  a 
favour  to  heg  of  you.  When  any  body  afks  you  who  made  your  clothes,  be 
plcafed  to  mention  John  Phielby,  af  the  Harrow,  in  Water-lane."  Johnson. 
<*  Why,  Sir,  that  was  becaufe  he  knew  the  flrange  colour  would  attraft  crouds 
to  gaze  at  it,  and  thus  they  nught  hear  of  him,  and  fee  how  well  he  could 
make  a  coat  even  of  fb  abfurd  a  colour." 

After  dinner,  our  converfation  firfl  turned  upon  Pope.  Johnfon  faid,  his 
charaders  of  men  were  admirably  drawn,  thofe  pf  women  not  fo  well.  He 
repeated  to  us,  in  his  forcible  melodious  manner,  the  concluding  lines  of  the 

Dunciad,. 
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Dunciad.  While  he  was  talking  loudly  in  praife  of  thofe  lines,  one  of  the 
company  ventured  to  fay,  "  Too  fine  for  fuch  a  poem : — a  poem  on  what  ?*' 
Johnson,  (with  a  difdainful  look,)  "Why,  on  dunces.  It  was  worth  while 
being  a  dunce  then.  Ah,  Sir,  hadfl  thou  lived  in  thofe  days!  It  is  not 
worth  while  being  a  dunce  now,  when>there  are  no  wits."  BickerftafF  obferved, 
as  a  peculiar  circumftance,  that  Pope's  feme  was  higher  when  he  was  alive 
than  it  was  then.  Johnfon  faid,  his  Paftorals  were  poor  things,  though  the 
verfification  was  fine.  He  told  us,  with  liigh  fatisfadtion,  the  anecdote  of 
Pope's  inquiring  who  was  the  authour  of  his  "  London,"  and  faying  he  will 
be  foon  deterre.  He  obferved,  that  in  Dryden's  poetry  there  were  paflages 
drawn  from  a  profundity  which  Pope  could  never  reach.  He  repeated  fome  fine 
lines  on  love,  by  the  former,  (which  I  have  now  forgotten,)  and  gave  great 
applaufe  to  the  charafter  of  Zimri.  Goldfmith  faid,  that  Pope's  charadker  of 
Addifon  fhewed  a  deep  knowledge  of  the  human  heart.  Johnfon  faid,  that  the 
defcription  of  the  temple,  in  "  The  Mourning  Bride,"  was  the  finefl  poetical 
paflage  he  had  ever  read ;  he  recoUefted  none  in  Shakfpeare  equal  to  it.— 
*^  But,  (faid  Garrick,  all  alarmed  for  *  the  god  of  his  idolatry,')  we  know  not 
the  extent  and  variety  of  his  powers.  We  are  to  fuppofe  there  are  fuch 
paflages  in  his  works.  Shakfpeare  mufl  not  fuffer  from  the  badnefs  of  our 
memories."  Johnfon,  diverted  by  this  enthufiaflick  Jealoufy,  went  on  with 
greater  ardour :  *'  No,.  Sir i  Congreve  has  naturcy*  (fmiling  on  the  tragick 
eagernefs  of  Garrick  \)  but  compofing  himfelf,.  he  added,  "  Sirj  this  is  not 
comparing  Congreve  on  the  whole,  with  Shakfpeare  on  the  whole ;  but  only 
maintaining  that  Congreve  has  one  finer  pafTage  than  any  that  can  be  found  in 
Shakfpeare..  Sir,,  a  man  may  have  no  more  than  ten  guineas  in  the  worlds 
but  he  may  have  thofe  ten  guineas  in  one  piece ;  and  fb  may  have  a  finer 
piece  than'  a  man  who  has  ten  thoufand  pounds :  but  then  he  has  only  one  ten^ 
guinea  piece.-^-What  I  mean  is,  that  you  can  fhew  me  no  paflage  where  there 
is  fimply  a  defcription  of  material  objefts,  without  any  intermixture  of  moral 
notions,  which  produces  fuch  an  e0eft."  Mr,  Murphy  mentioned  Shakfpeare's 
defcription  of  the  night  before  the  batde  of  Agincourt ;  but  it  was  obferved, 
it  had  men  in  it.  Mr,  Davies  fuggcfled  the  fpeech  of  Juliet,  in  which  fhe 
figures  herfelf  awaking  in  the  tomb  of  her  anceflors.  Some  one  mentioned 
the  defcription  of  Dover  Cliff.  Johnson.  •*  No,  Sir;  it  fhould  be  all  preci- 
pice,— all  vacuum.  The  crows  impede  your  fall.  The  diminifhed  appear- 
ance of  the  boats,  and  other  circumflances,  are  all  very  good  defcription  5 
but  do  not  imprefs  the  mind  at  once  with  the  horrible  idea  of  immenfe  height. 
The  imprefllon  is  divided  i  you  pafs  on  by  computation,  from  one  flage  of 

the 
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the  tremendous  Ipace  to  another.  Had  the  girl  in  "  The  Mourning  Bride"  fak^ 
flie  could  not  caft  her  fhoe  to  the  top  of  one  of  the  piUars  in  the  temple, 
it  would  not  have  aided  the  idea,  but  weakened  it." 

Talking  of  a  Barriftcr  who  had  a  bad  utterance,  fome  one,  (to  roufe 
Johnfon,)  wickedly  faid,  that  he  was  unfortunate  in  not  having  been  taught 
oratory  by  Sheridan.  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  if  he  had  been  taught  by 
Sheridan,  he  would  have  cleared  the  room."  Garrick.  **  Sheridan  has  too 
much  vanity  to  be  a  good  man."  We  (hall  now  fee  Johnfon*s  mode  of 
defending  a  man ;  taking  him  into  his  own  hands,  and  difcriminating.  Johnson. 
**  No,  Sir.  There  is,  to  be  fure,  in  Sheridan,  fomething  to  reprehend,  and 
every  thing  to  laugh  at;  but.  Sir,  he  is  not  a  bad  man.  No,  Sir;  were 
mankind  to  be  divided  into  good  and  bad,  he  would  ftand  confiderabfy  within 
the  ranks  of  good.  And,  Sir,  it  muft  be  allowed  that  Sheridan  excels  in 
plain  declamation,  though  he  can  exhibit  no  charafter."  » 

I  fhould,  perhaps,  have  fuppreflfed  this  difquifition  concerning  a  perfon  of 
\vhofe  merit  and  worth  I  think  with  relpeft,  had  he  not  attacked  Johnfon  (o 
outrageoufly  in  his  Life  of  Swift,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  treated  us  his  admi- 
rers as  a  fct  of  pigmies.  He  who  has  provoked  the  lafli  of  wit,  cannot  com- 
plain that  he  fmarts  from  it. 

Mrs.  Montague,  a  lady  diftinguiihed  for  having  written  an  Effay  on  Shak- 
ipeare,  being  mentioned ; — ^Reynolds.  "  I  think  that  eflay  does  her  honour.** 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir ;  it  does  her  honour,  but  it  would  do  nobody  elfe  honour. 
I  have,  indeed,  not  read  it  all.  But  when  I  take  up  the  end  of  a  web,  and  find 
it  packthread,  I  do  not  expedt,  by  looking  further,  to  find  embroidery.  Sir, 
I  will  venture  to  fay,  there  is  not  one  fentence  of  true  j:riticifm  in  her  book.** 
Garrick.  *^  But,  Sir,  furely  it  Ihews  how  much  Voltaire  has  miftaken 
Shaklpeare,  which  nobody  elfe  has  done."  Johnson^  **  Sir,  nobody  elfe  has 
thought  it  worth  while.  And  what  merit  is  there  in  that  ?  You  may  as  well 
praife  a  fchoolinafter  for  whipping  a  boy  who  has  conftrued  ill.  No,  Sir,  there 
is  no  real  critlcifm  in  it  >  none  Ihewihg  the  beauty  of  thought,  as  formed  on 
the  workings  of  the  human  heart." 

The  admirers  of  this  Eflay  ^  may  be  offended  at  the  flighting  manner  in 
which  Johnfon  fpoke  of  it  i  but  let  it  be  remembered,  that  he  gave  his  honefl 

opinion. 


^  Of  whom  I  acknowledge  myfelf  to  be  one,  confidering  it  as  a  piece  of  the  (econdaiy  or  com* 
parative  fpecies  of  criticifm,  and  not  of  that  profound  fpecies  which  alone  Dr.  Johnfon  would 
allow  to  be  "  real  criticifm."  It  is,  beiides,  clearly  and  elegantly  expitfled,  and  has  done  effi:6bially 

what  it  profefled  to  do>  namely »  vindicated  Shakipeare  from  the  mifreprefentations  of  Voltaire  ; 

and 
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opinion>  imbiaiicd  by  any  prejudice,  or  any  proud  jealoufy  of  a  woman  i?^- 
intruding  herfelf  into  .the  chair  of  criticifm ;  for  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds  has  told  muC^o. 
me,  that  when  the  Eflay  firft  came  out,  and  it  was  not  known  who  had  written 
it,  Johnfon  wondered  how  Sir  Jolhua  could  like  it.  At  this  time  Sir  Joihua 
himfelf  had  received  no  information  concerning  the  authour,  except  being 
allured  by  one  of  our  moll  eminent  literati,  that  it  was  clear  its  authour  did 
not  know  the  Greek  tragedies  in  the  original  One  day  at  Sir  Jolhua's  table, 
when  it  was  related  that  Mrs.  Montague,  in  an  excefs  of  complirnent  to  the 
authour  of  a  modern  tragedy,  had  exclaimed,   "  I  tremble  for  Shaklpeare  ;'* 

Johnfon  faid,    *^  When  Shaklpeare  has  got for  his  rival,  and  Mrs. 

Montague  for-  his  defender,  he  is  in  a  poor  ftate  indeed." 

Johnfon  proceeded  :  "  The  Scotchman  has  taken  the  right  method  in  his 
•  Elements  of  Criticifm.*  I  do  not  mean  that  he  has  taught  us  any  thing  5 
but  he  has  told  us  old  things  in  a  new  way."  Murphy.  "  He  fcems  to  have 
read  a  great  deal  of  French  criticifm,  and  wants  to  make  it  his  own ;  as  if  he 
had  been  for  years  anatomiling  the  heart  of  man,  and  peeping  into  every 
cranny  of  it.'*  Goldsmith.  "  It  is  eafier  to  write  that  book,  than  to  read  it." 
Johnson.  "  We  have  an  example  of  true  criricifm  in  Burke's  *  Eflay  on 
the  Sublime  and  Beautiful  /  and,  if  I  recoUeft,  there  is  alfo  Du  Bos ;  and 
Bouhours,  who  Ihews  all  beauty  to  depend  on  truth.  There  is  no  great  merit 
in  telling  how  many  plays  have  ghofts  in  them,  and  how  this  ghoft  is  better 
than  that.  You  mull  Ihew  how  terrour  is  imprefled  ork  the  human  heart. — In 
tiie  defcription  of  night  in  Macbeth,  the  beetle  and  the  bat  detract  from  the 
gcnefal  idea  of  darknefs, — inlpiflated  gloom." 

Politicks  being  mentioned,  he  faid,  "  This  petitioning  is  a  new  mode  of 
diftrelEng  government,  and  a  mighty  eafy  one.  I  will  undertake  to  get  peti- 
tions either  againft  quarter  guineas  or  half  guineas,  with  the  help  of  a  litde 
hot  wine.  There  muft  be  no  yielding  to  encourage  this.  The  objeft  is  not 
important  enough.  We  are  not  to  blow  up  half  a  dozen  palaces,  becaufe 
one  cottage  is  burning." 

The  converfation  then  took  another  turn.     Johnson.  "  It  is  amazing  what 
\  ignorance  of  certain  points  one  fome times  finds  in  men  of  eminence.  A  wit  about 

town,  who  wrote  Latin  bawdy  verfes,  alked  me,  how  it  happened  that  Eng- 
land arid  Scodand,  which  were  once  two  kingdoms,  were  now  one :— and  Sir 

nd  confidering  how  many  young  people  were  mifled  by  his  witty,  though  Hdfe  obiervatioiu, 
Mrs.  Montague's  Eflky  was  of  fervice  to  Shakfpeare  with  a  certain  clafs  of  icadcrsj  and  is» 
therefore,  entitled  to  praife.  Johnfon,  1  am  affured,  allowed  the  nerit  which  I  have  dated, 
laying,  (with  reference  to  Voltaire,}  '^  it  is  conclu£?e  adbomhtem^'* 

<  Fletcher 
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1769.     Fletcher  Norton  did  not  feem  to  know  that  there  were  fuch  publications  as  the 

Mule^]  Reviews," 

"  The  ballad  of  Hardyknute  has  no  great  merit,  if  it  be  really  ancient* 
People  talk  of  nature.  But  mere  obvious  nature  may  be  jeadiibitcd  with  very* 
little  power  of  mind.'* 

On  Thurfday,  06lober  1 9,  I  pafled  the  evening  with .  him  at  his  houfe. 
He  advifed  me  to  complete  a  Diftionary  of  words  peculiar  to  Scotland,  of 
which  I  fliewed  him  a  fpecimen.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  Ray  has  made  a  collec- 
tion of  north-country  words.  By  collefting  thofe  of  your  country,  you  will 
do  a  ufeful  thing  towards  the  hiftory  of  the  language."  He  bade  me  alfo  go 
on  with  colledions  which  I  was  making  upon  the  antiquities  of  Scodand. 
*^  Make  a  large  book;  a  folio."  Boswell.  "  But  of  what.ufc  will  it  be. 
Sir  ?"     Johnson.  "  Never  mind  the  ufej  do  it." 

I  complained  that  he  had  not  mentioned  Garrick  in  his  Prefece  to  Shak- 
ipeare ;  and  afked  him  if  he  did  not  admire  him.  Johnson.  "  Yes,  as  a 
poor  player,  who  frets  and  ftruts  his  hour  upon  the  ftage ; — as  a  fhadow." 
Boswell.  "But  has  he  not  brought  Shakfpeare  into  notice?"  JoHNsoit. 
"  Sir,  to  allow  that,  would  be  to  lampoon  the  age.  Many  of  Shakfpeare's 
plays  are  the  worle  for  being  afted :  Macbeth,  for  inftance."  Boswell. 
*'  What,  Sir,  is  nothing  gained  by  decoration  and  aftion  ?  Indeed,  I  do  wifh 
that  you  had  mentioned  Garrick."  Johnson.  "  My  dear  Sir,  had  I  men- 
tioned him,  I  muft  have  mentioned  many  more :  Mrs.  Pritchard,  Mrs. 
Cibber,— nay,  and  Mr.  Cibber  too ;  he  too  altered  Shaklpeare*"  Boswell. 
"  You  have  read  his  apology.  Sir?"  Johnson.  "  Yes,  it  is  very  entertain- 
ing. But  as  for  Cibber  himfclfi  taking  from  his  converfation  all  that  he  ought 
not  to  have  faid,  he  was  a  poor  creature.  I  remember  when  he  brought  me 
one  of  his  Odes  to  have  my  opinion  of  it,  I  could  not  bear  fuch  honfenfe, 
and  would  not  let  him  read  it  to  the  end ;  fo  little  refpeft  had  I  for  ibaf 
great  man  (laughing).  Yet  I  remember  Richardfon  wondering  that  I  could 
treat  him  with  familiarity." 

I  mentioned  to  him  that  I  had  feen  the  execution  of  feveral  convifts  at 
Tyburn,  two  days  before,  and  that  none  of  them  feemed  to  be  under  any 
.  concern.  Johnson.  ^^  Moft  of  diem.  Sir,  have  never  thought  at  alL" 
Boswell.  "  But  is  not  the  fear  of  death  natural  to  man  ? "  Johnson.  '*  So 
much  fo,  Sir,  that  the  whole  of  life  is  but  keeping  away  the  thoughts  of  it." 
He  then,  in  a  low  and  earned  tone,  talked  of  his  meditating  upon  the  awefitl 
hour  of  his  own  diflblution,  and  in  what  manner  he  ihould  condudt  himfelf 
upon  that  occafion :  **  I  know  not  (faid  he,)  whether  I  fhould  wifh  to  have 
a  friend  by  me,  or  have  it  all  between  God  and  myfclf." 

Talking 
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Talking  of  our  feeling  for  the  diftreffes  of  others ;— John-som,  "  Why, 
Sir,  there  is  much  noife  made  about  it,  but  it  is  greatly  exaggerated.  No, 
Sir,  we  have  a  certain  degree  of  feeling  to  prompt  us  to  do  good :  more 
than  that.  Providence  does  not  intend.  It  would  be  mifery  to  no  purpofe.*' 
BoswELL.  "  But  fuppofc  now.  Sir,  that  one  of  your  intimate  friends  were 
apprehended  for  an  offence  for  which  he  might  be  hanged."  Johnson.  "  I 
ihould  do  what  I  could  to  bail  him,  and  give  him  any  other  afliilance ;  but  if 
he  were  once  fairly  hanged,  I  fliould  not  fuffer,"  Boswell.  "  Would  you 
cat  your  dinner  that  day,  Sh-  ?*'  Johnson.  *^  Yes,  Sir  i  and  eat  it  as  if  he 
were  earing  it  with  me.  Why,  there's  Baretd,  who  is  to  be  tried  for  his  life 
to-morrow,  friends  have  rifen  up  for  him  on  every  fide  i  yet  if  he  fhould  be 
hanged,  none  q£  them  will  eat  a  flice  of  plumb-pudding  the  lefs.  Sir,  that 
fympathetick  feeling  goes  a  very  little  way  in  depreiUng  the  mind.'* 

I  told  him  that  I  had  dined  lately  at  Foote's,  who  Ihewed  me  a  letter  to 
him  from  Tom  Davies,  telling  him  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  fleep  fix)m 
the  concern  which  he  felt  on  account  of  this  fad  affair  of  BareUi,  begging 
of  him  to  try  if  he  could  ibggeft  any  thing  that  might  be  of  fervice  to  him ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  recommiending  to  him  an  induftrious  young  man  who 
kept  a  pickle-ftiop.  Johnson.  "Aye,  Sir,  here  you  have  a  fpecimen  of 
human  fympathy ;  a  friend  hanged,  and  a  cucumber  pickled.  We  know  not 
whether  Baretti  or  the  pickle-man  has  kept  Davies  from  fleep,  nor  does  he 
know  himfelf.  And  as  to  hi^  not  fleeping.  Sir ;  Tom  Davies  is  a  very  great 
man ;  Tom  has  been  upon  the  ftage,  and  knows  l^ow  to  4o  thofe  things :  I 
have  not  been  upon  the  ftage,  and  cannot  do  thofe  things.'*  Boswell.  "  I 
have  often  hlamed  myfelf.  Sir,  for  not  feeling  for  others  as  fenfibly  as  many 
fay  they  do."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  don't  be  duped  by  them  any  more.  You 
will  find  thefe  very  feeling  people  are  not  very  ready  to  do  you  good*  They 
j>ay  you  by  feeling." 

Boswell.  "  Foote  has  a  great  deal  of  humour  ?"  Johnson.  *^  Yes,  Sin*' 
Boswell.  "  He  has  a  fingular  talent  of  exhibiting  charaften"  Johnson. 
**  Sir,  it  is  not  a  talent,  it  is  a  vice  j  it  is  what  others  abftain  from.  It  is  not 
comedy,  which  exhibits  the  charafter  of  a  Ipecies,  as  that  of  a  mifer  gathered 
from  many  mifers^  it  is  farce,  which  exhibits  individuals."  Boswell.  "  Did. 
not  he  think  of  exhibiting  you.  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  **  Sir,  fear  reftrained  him; 
he  knew  I  would  have  broken  his  bones.     I  would  have  faved  him  the  trouble  / 

of  cutting  off  a  leg;  I  would  not  have  left  him  a  leg  to  cut  off."  Boswell, 
*'  Pray,  Sir,  is  not  Foote  an  infidel  ? "  Johnson.  '*  I  do  not  know.  Sir, 
that  the  fellow  is  an  infidel  j  but  if  he  be  an  infidel,  he  is  an  infidel  as  a  dog 

Tt  is 
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1769^  is  ^  infidcji  that  is  to  fay,  he  ha$  never  thought  upon  the  fubjeft^''. 
iEtau  60!  BoswELL.  *^  I  fuppofe.  Sir,  he  has  thought  fuperficially,  and  feized  the  firft 
notions  which  otcurred  to  his  mind."  Johnson.  "  Why  then,  Sir,  ftill  he  is 
like  a  dog,  that  fiiatches  the  piece  next  him.  Did  you  never  obferve  that  dogs 
have  not  die  power  of  comparing  ?  A  dog  will  take  a  fmali  bit  of  meat  as 
readily  as  a  large,  when  both  are  before  him.'* 

"  Buchanan  (he  obferved,)  has  fewer  cMos  than  any  modern  Latin  poet. 
He  not  only  had  greati  knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  but  was  a  great 
poetical  genius.     Both  the  Scaligers  praife  him." 

He  again  talked  of  the  paflage  in  Congreve  with  high  commendation,  and 
faid,  "  Shaklpeare  never  has  fix  lines  together  without  a  fault.  Perhaps  you 
may  find  feven :  but  this  does  not  refute  my  general  aflfertion.  If  I  come  to 
an  orchard,  and  fay  there's  no  fruit  here,  and  then  comes  a  poring  man,  who 
finds  two  apples  and  three  pears,  and  tells  me,  *  Sir,  you  are  miftaken,  I 
Imve  found  both  apples  and  pears,'  I  fhould  laugh  at  him :  what  would  that 
be  to  the  purpofe  ? " 

BosWell-  «  What  do  you  thiftk  of  Dr^  Yottng^s  *  Night  Thoughts,^  Sir  ?'* 
Johnson*  "  Why,  Sir,  dierc  are  very  fine  diings  in  them."  Boswell.  «*  Is  there 
hot  kls  religion  in  the  nation  now,  Sir,  than  there  was  formerly  ?"  Johnson^ 
•*  I  don't  know.  Sir,  that  there  is."  Boswell.  "  For  iiAance,  there  ufed  to 
be  a  chaplain  in  every  great  family,  which  we  do  not  find  now.^*  Johnson. 
**  Neither  do  you  fihd  many  of  the  ftate  fervants  which  great  families  ufed 
formerly  to  have.  There  is  ^  change  of  modes  in  the  whole  department 
of  life." 

Next  xiay,  0<Elober  20,  he  appeared,  for  the  only  time  I  fuppoie  in  his  life> 
as  a  witnefs  in  a  Court  of  Juftice,  being  called  to  give  evidence  to  the 
charafter  of  Mr.  Baretti,  who  having  ftabbcd  a  man  in  the  ftreet,  was  arraigned 

.  *  \^n  }Au  Footc  v^as  at  Edinburgh,  he  thought  fit  to  emertain  a  numcfbus  Stotch  company 
with  a  great  deal  of  coarie  jocularity^  at  the  expence  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  itnagining  it  would 
be  acceptable.  I  fek  this  as  not  civil  to  me^  but  fat  very  patkntly  tiH  he  had  exhaufted  his  meni. 
ment  on  that  fubjedl ;  and  then  obferved^  that  furely  Johnfon  muil  be  allowed  to  have  foine  fterling 
'  wit,  and  that  I  had  heard  him  fay  a  vtry  good  thing  of  Mr.  Foote  himfelf.  *'  Ah,  my  old  friend 
Sam,  (cried  Foote,)  no  man  fays  better  things  1  do  let  us  have  it  J^  Upon  which  I  told  the  above 
ilory,  which  produced  a  very  loud  laugh  from  the  company.  But  I  never  faw  Foote  fo  difcon- 
certedt  He  looked  grave  and  angry,  and  entered  into  a  (erious  refutation  of  the  juftice  of  the 
ieniark«  *'  What»  Sir,  (faid  he,)  talk  thus  of  a  man  of  liberal  education  ;•— aman  who  for  years 
was  at  the  Univecfity  of  Oxford  2r-4  man  who  has  added  fiKteen  new  diamflers  to  the  £ngliflk 
drama  of  his  country  I" 

at 
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nt  the  Old  Bailey  for  murder.    Never  did  fuch  a  conftellation  of  genius     »7^9- 
enlighten  the  awcful  Seflions  Houfe  j  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Gwrick,  Mr.  Beau-  ^Ja?!^ 
clerk,  and  Dr.  Johnfon :  and  undoubtedly  their  favourable  teftimony  had  due 
weight  with  the  Court  and  Jury.    Johnfon  gave  his  evidence  in  a  flow,  delibe- 
rate,  and  diftinft  manner,  which  was  uncommonly  impreffive.     It  is  well 
known  that  Mr.  Baretti  was  acquitted. 

On  the  26th  of  Oftober,  we  dined  together  at  the  Mitre  tavern.  I  found 
fault  with  Foote  for  indulging  his  talent  of  ridicule  at  the  expence  of  his 
vifitors,  which  I  colloquially  termed  making  fook  of  Jus  company.  Johnsoi/. 
*'  Why,  Sir,  when  you  go  to  fee  Foote,  you  do  not  go  to  fee  a  faint :  you 
go  to  fee  a  man  who  will  be  entertained  at  your  houfe,  and  then  bring  you 
on  a  publick  ftage;  who  will  entertain  you  at  his  houfe,  for  the  very  purpoie 
of  bringing  you  on  a  publick  ftage.  Sir,  he  does  not  make  fools  of  his 
company ;  they  whom  he  expoies  are  fools  already :  he  only  brings  them 
into  aftidn." 

Talking  of  trade,  he  obfcrvcd,  *'  It  is  a  nniftaken  nodon  that  a  vaft  deal  of 
money  is  brought  into  a  nation  by  trade.  It  is  not  fo.  Commodidefs  come 
from  comnuxiities ;  but  trade  produces  no  capital  accefiion  of  wealth,  (iow* 
ever,  though  there  ihould  be  little  profit  in  money,  there  is  a  coniiderable 
profit  in  pleafure,  as  it  gives  to  one  nation  the  produdlions  of  another;  as  we 
have  wines  and  fruits,  and  many  other  foreign  articles,  brought  to  us.'^ 
Bos  WELL.  "  Yes,  Sir,  and  there  is  a  profit  in  pleafure,  by  its  furnifliing  occu- 
pation to  fuch  numbers  of  mankind."  Johnson.  «*  Why,  Sir,  you  cannot 
call  that  pleafure  to  which  all  are  averfe,  and  which  none  begin  but  with  the 
hope  of  leaving  off;  a  thing  which  men  diflike  before  they  have  tried  it^  and 
when  diey  have  tried  it.**  Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  the  mind  muft  be  employe^,  ' 
and  we  grow  weary  when  idle.**  Johnson.  "  That  is.  Sir,  becaufe,  others 
being  bufy,  we  want  company  -,  but  if  we  were  all  idle,  there  would  be  no 
growing  weary  j  we  fhould  all  entertain  one  another.  There  is,  indeed,  this 
in  trade : — ^tt  gives  men  an  opportunity  of  improving  their  fituadon.  If  there 
were  no  trade,  many  who  are  poor  would  always  remain  poor.  But  no  man 
loves  labour  for  itfelf."  Boswell.  "  Yes,  Sir,  I  know  a  perfon  who  does* 
He  is  a  very  laborious  Judge,  and  he  loves  the  labour."  Johnson.  "  Sir, 
that  is  becaufe  he  loves  refpeft  and  diftinftion.  Could  he  have  them  without 
labour,  he  would  like  it  lefs."  "  He  tells  me  he  likes  it  for  itfelf."-^ 
**  Why,  Sir,  he  fancies  fo,  becaufe  he  is  not  accuftomed  to  abftraft/' 

We  went  home  to  his  houfe  to  tea.  Mrs.  Williams  made  it  with  fufficient 
dexterity,   notwithftanding  her  blindnefs,   though  her  manner  of  fatisfying 

Tt  2  herfelf 
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herfelf  that  the  cups  were  full  enough,  was  a  little  aukward :  flie  put  her 
finger  down  a  certain  way,  tiD  fhe  felt  the  tea  touch  it.  In  my  firft  elation 
at  being  allowed  the  privilege  of  attending  Dr.  Johnfon  at  his  late  vifits  to 
this  lady,  which  was  like  being  i  fecretioribus  eotifiliisy  I  willingly  drank  cup 
after  cup,  as  if  it  had  been  the  Heliconian  ipring.  But  as  the  charm  of 
novelty  went  off,  I  grew  more  faftidious  j  and  befides,  I  difcovcred  that  fhe 
was  of  a  peevilh  temper. 

There  was  a  pretty  large  circle  this  evening.  Dr.  Johnfon  was  in  very  good 
humour,  lively,  and  ready  to  talk  upon  all  fubjefts.  Mr.  Ferguffon,  the  felf- 
taught  philofopher,  told  him  of  a  new-invented  machine  which  went  without 
horfes :  a  man  who  fat  in  it  turned  a  handle,  which  worked  a  fpring  that  drove 
it  forward.  ^^  Then,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  what  is  gained  is,  the  man  ha«  his 
choice  whether  he  will  move  himlelf  alone,  or  himfelf  and  the  machine  too.'* 
Dominicetti  being  mentioned,  he  would  not  allow  him  any  merit.  **  There 
is  nothing  in  all  this  boafted  fyftem.  No,  Sir ;  medicated  baths  can  be  no 
better  than  warm  water :  their  only  efFeft  can  be  that  of  tepid  moifture.'^ 
One  of  the  company  took  the  other  fide,  maintaining  that  medicines  of 
various  forts,  and  fome  too  of  moft  powerful  effeft,  are  introduced  into  the 
human  frame  by  the  medium  of  the  pores ;  and,  therefore,  when  warm  water 
is  impregnated  with  falutiferous  fubflances,  it  may  produce  great  efFefts  as  a 
bath.  This  appeared  to  me  very  latisfaftory.  Johnfon  did  not  aniwer  it ; 
but  talking  for  viftory,  and  determined  to  be  mailer  of  die  field,  he  had 
recourfe  to  the  device  which  Goldfmith  imputed  to  him  in  the  witty  words  of 
bne  of  Gibber's  comedies :  *^  There  is  no  arguing  with  Johnfon ;  for  when  his 
piftol  miflfes  fire,  he  knocks  you  down  with  the  butt  end  of  it."  He  turned 
to  the  gentleman,  "  Well,  Sir,  go  to  Dominicetti,  and  get  thyfelf  fumigated ; 
but  be  fure  that  the  fleam  be  direfted  to  thy  head,  for  that  is  the  peccant  part.** 
This  produced  a  triumphant  roar  of  laughter  from  the  motley  aflembJy  of 
philofophers,  printers,  and  dependents,  male  and  female. 

I  know  not  how  fo  whimfical  a  thought  came  into  my  mind,  but  I  aflced,  « If; 
Sir,  you  were  Ihut  up  in  a  cafUe,  and  a  new-born  child  with  you,  what  would 
you  do  ?  **  Johnson-.  ^«  Why^  Sir,  I  fhould  not  much  like  my  company.** 
BoswELL.  "  But  would  you  take  the  trouble  of  rearing  it  P**  He  feemed,  as 
may  well  be  fuppofed,  unwilling  to  purfue  the  fubjeft  j  but  upon  my  perfe- 
vering  in  my  queflion,  replied,  *«  Why  yes,  Sir,  I  would  j  but  I  mufl  have 
all  conveniencies.  If  I  had  no  garden,  I  would  make  a  fhed  on  the  roo^  and 
take  it  there  for  frefli  air.  I  fliould  feed  it,  and  wafh  it  much,  and  with  warm 
water  to  pleafe  it,  not  widi  cold  water  to  give  it  pain."    Boswell.  ^*  But^ 

Sir* 
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Sir,  docs  not  heat  relax  ?  '*  Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  are  not  to  imagine  the 
water  is  to  be  very  hot.  I  would  not  coddle  the  child.  No,  Sir,  the  hardy 
method  of  treating  children  docs  no  good.  Til  talce  you  five  children  from 
London,  who  fliall  cufF  five  Highland  children.  Sir>  a  man  bred  in  London 
will  carry  a  burthen,  or  run,  or  wrcftle,  as  well  as  a  man  brought  up  in  the 
hardieft  manner  in  the  country."  Boswell.  "  Good  living,  I  fuppofe,  makes 
the  Londoners  ftrong."  Johnson.  ^'  Why,  Sir,  I  don't  know  that  it  does. 
Our  chairmen  fi-om  Ireland,  who  are  as  ftrong  men  as  any,  have  been  brought 
up  upon  potatoes.  Quantity  makes  up  for  quality."  Boswell.  "  Would 
you  teach  this  child^that  I  have  furnifhed  you  with,  any  thing  ? "  Johnson. 
"  No,  I  Ihoukl  not  be  apt  to  teach  it."  Boswell.  "  Would  not  you  have  a 
pleafure  in  teaching  it  ?"  Johhson.  "  No,  Sir,  I  Ihould  not  have  a  pleafure 
in  teaching  it."  Boswell.  "  Have  you  not  a  pleafure  in  teaching  men  ?— 
^here  I  have  you.  You  have  the  fame  pleafure  in  teaching  men,  that  I  ihould 
have  in  teaching  children."     Johnson.  "  Why,  fomething  about  that." 

Boswell.  "  Do  you  think.  Sir,  that  what  is  called  natural  afFeftion  is  bom 
with  us  ?  It  feems  to  me  to  be  the  effeft  of  habit,  or  of  gratitude  for  kind- 
nefs.  .  No  child  has  it  for  a  parent  whom  it  has  not  feenj'  Johnson.  "  Why, 
Sir,  I  think  there  is  an  inftindive  natural  afiedtion  in  parents  towards  their 
children." 

Ruflia  being  mentioned  as  likely  to  become  a  great  empire,  by  the  rapid 
increafe  of  population  j— Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  I  fee  no  prolpedt  of  their 
propagating  more.  They  can  have  no  more  children  than  they  can  get.  I 
know  of  no  way  to  make  them  breed  more  than  they  do.  It  is  not  from  rea- 
fon  and  prudence  that  people  marry,  but  from  inclination.  A  man  is  poor ; 
he  thinks,  *  I  cannot  be  worfe,  and  fo  Til  e'en  take  Peggy."  Boswell.  "  But 
have  not  nations  been  more  populous  at  one  period  than  another  ? "  Johnson. 
"  Yes,  Sir  5  but  that  has  been  owing  to  the  people  being  lefs  thinned  at  one 
period  than  another,  whedicr  by  emigrations,  war,  or  peftilence,  not  by  their 
being  more  or  lefs  prolifick.  Births  at  all  times  bear  the  fame  proportion  to 
the  fame  number  of  people."  Boswell.  "  But,  to  confider  the  ftate  of  our 
own  country ;— does  not  throwing  a  number  of  farms  into  one  hand  hurt 
population  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why  no.  Sir  j  the  fame  quantity  of  food  being 
produced,  will  be  confumcd  by  the  fame  number  of  mouths,  though  the 
people  may  be  dilpofed  of  in  difierent  ways.  We  fee^  If  com  be  dear, 
and  butchers'  meat  cheap,  the  farmers  all  apply  themfelves  to  the  raifing  of 
corn,  till  it  becomes  plentiful  and  cheap,  and  then  butchers'  meat  becomes 
dear  i  fo  that  an  equality  is  always  prefcrved.    No,  Sir,  let  fanciful  men  do  as 

they 
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they  will,  depend  upon  it,  it  is  difficult  to  difturb  the  fyftem  of  life."  Boswsll. 
^*  But,  Sir,  is  it  not  a  very  bad  thing  for  landlords  to  opprefs  their  tenants,  by 
raifing  their  rents  ? "  Johnson.  *«  Very  bad.  But,  Sir,  it  never  can  have 
any  general  influence  i  it  may  diftrefs  fome  individuals.  For  confider  this : 
landlords  cannot  do  without  tenants.  Now  tenants  will  not  give  more  for  land 
than  land  is  worth.  If  they  can  make  more  of  their  money  by  keeping  a 
fhop,  or  any  other  way,  they'll  do  it,  and  fo  oblige  landlords  to  let  land  come 
back  to  a  reafonable  rent,  in  order  that  they  may  get  tenants.  Land,  in 
England,  is  an  article  of  commerce.  A  tenant  who  pays  his  landlord  his 
rent,  thinks  himfelf  no  more  obliged  to  him  than  you  think  yourfelf  obliged 
to  a  man  in  whofe  fhop  you  buy  a  piece  of  goods.  He  knows  the  landlord 
does  not  let  him  have  his  land  for  lefs  than  he  can  get  from  others,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  ihopkeeper  felk  his  goods.  No  (hopkeeper  fells  a  yard 
of  ribband  for  fix-pence,  when  feven-pence  is  the  current  price.**  Boswell. 
^^  But,  Sir,  is  it  not  better  that  tenants  fhould  be  dependent  on  landlords  ?" 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  as  there  are  many  more  tenants  than  landlords,  per- 
haps, ftri£tly  fpeaking,  we  fhould  wifh  not.  But  if  you  pleafe  you  may  let 
your  lands  cheap,  and  fb  get  the  value,  part  in  money  and  part  in  homage, 
I  fhould  agree  with  you  in  that."  Boswell.  «^  So,  Sir,  you  laugh  at  fchemes 
of  political  improvement."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  moft  fchemes  of  political 
improvement  arc  very  laughable  things." 

He  obferved,  "  Providence  has  wifely  ordered  that  the  more  numerous 
men  are,  the  more  difficult  it  is  for  them  to  agree  in  any  thing,  and  fb  they 
are  governed.  There  is  no  doubt,  that  if  the  poor  fhould  reafbn,  «  We'll 
be  the  poor  no  longer,  we'll  make  the  rich  take  their  turn,*  they  could  eafdy 
do  it,  were  it  not  that  they  can't  agree.  So  the  common  foldiers,  though 
fo  much  more  numerous  than  their  officers,  are  governed  by  them  for  the 
fame  reafbn." 

He  faid,  ^'  Mankind  have  a  flrong  attachment  to  the  habitations  to  which 
they  have  been  accuflomed.  Y'ou  fee  the  inhabitants  of  Norway  do  not  with 
one  confent  quit  it,  and  go  to  fbme  part  of  America,  where  there  is  a  mild 
jclimate,  and  where  they  may  have  the  fame  produce  from  land,  with  the  tenth 
part  of  the  labour.  No,  Sir  j  their  affedion  for  their  old  dwellings,  and  the 
terrour  of  a  general  change,  keep  them  at  home.  Thus,  we  fee  many  of 
the  finelt  ft)ots  in  the  world  thinly  inhabited,  and  many  rugged  fpots  well 
inhabited." 

The  London  Chronicle,  which  was  the  only  newfpaper  he  conflantly  took 
in,  being  brought,  the  office  of  reading  it  aloud  was  affigned  to  me.     I  was 
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diverted  by  his  impatience.     He  made  me  pais  over  fo  n^any  parts  of  it,  that     1769. 
my  talk  was  very  eafy.     He  would  not  fufier  one  of  the  petitions  to  the  King  ^JJJf^ 
about  the  Middleiex  ele£tion  to  be  read. 

Ihad  hired  a  Bohemian  as  my  fervant  while  I  remained  in  London,  and 
being  much  pleafed  with  him,  I  afked  Dn  Johnfon  whether  his  being  a  Roman 
Catholick  ihould  prevent  my  taking  him  with  me  to  Scodand.     Johnson* 

Why  no.  Sir.     If  be  has  no  objeftion,  you  can  have  none."     Boswell. 

So,  Sir,  you  are  no  great  enemy  to  the  Roman  Catholick  religion." 
Johnson.  **  No  more.  Sir,  than  to  the  Prefbyterian  religion."  Boswell. 
**  You  are  joking.**  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  I  really  think  fo.  Nay,  Sir, 
of  the  two,  I  prefer  the  Popifti."  Boswell.  "How  fo.  Sir?"  Johnson. 
**  Why,  Sir,  the  Prefbyterians  have  no  church,  no  apoftolical  ordination." 
Boswell.  "And  do  you  think  that  abfolutely  eflential,  Sir?"  Johnson. 
"  Why^  Sir,  as  it  was  an  apoftolical  inftitution,  I  think  it  is  dangerous  to  be 
without  it.  And,  Sir,  the  Prefbyterians  have  no  publick  worfhip:  they 
have  no  form  of  prayer  in  which  they  know  they  are  to  join.  They  go  to 
hear  a  man  pray,  and  are  to  judge  whether  they  will  join  with  him.**  Boswell. 
"  But,  Sir,  their  doftrine  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Their  confeflion  of  feith,  and  the  thirty-nine  articles,  contain  the  fame  points, 
even  the  doftrine  of  predeftination.*'  Johnson.  "Why  yes  j  Sir;  predefti- 
nation  was  a  part  of  the  clamour  of  die  times,  fo  it  is  mentioned  in  our 
articles,  but  with  as  litde  pofitivenefs  as  could  b^.**  Boswell.  "  Is  it  ncccf- 
lary.  Sir,  to  believe  all  the  thirty-nine  articles?"  Johnson.  "Why,  Sir, 
that  is  a  queltion  which  has  been  much  agitated.  Some  have  thought  it 
neceflary  diat  they  fhould  all  be  believed  5  odiers  have  confidered  them  to  be 
only  articles  of  peace,  that  is  to  fay,  you  arc  not  to  preach  againft  them." 
Boswell.  "  It  appears  to  me.  Sir,  that  predeftination,  or  what  is  equivalent 
to  it,  cannot  be  avoided,  if  vje  hold  an  univerfal  prefence  in  the  Deity. '^ 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  does  not  God  every  day  fee  things  going  on  without 
preventing  them  ?"  Boswell.  "  True,  Sir;  but  if  a  thing  be  certainly  fore- 
feen,  it  muft  be  fixed,  and  cannot  happen  otherwi%^^4kjHJB|re  apply  th»s 
confideration  to  the  human  mind,  there  is  no  free  wiUjP^^lo  I  fee  how 
prayer  can  be  of  any  avail."  He  mentioned  Dr.  Clarke,  and  Bifhop  Bram- 
"hall  on  Liberty  and  Neceffity,  and  bid  me  read  South*s  fermons  on  Prayer  i 
but  avoided  the  queftion  which  has  excruciated  philofophers  and  divines>  . 
beyond  any  other.  I  did  not  prefs  it  further,  when  I  perceived  that  he  was 
difplcafed,  and  fhronk  from  any  abridgement  of  an  attribute  uiually  afcribcd 
10  the  Divinity^  however  irreconcikablc  in  its  full  extent  with  the  grand  fyflcjn 
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1769.  of  moral  government.  His  fuppofed  orthodoxy  here  cramped  the  vigorous 
JEtat"  60^  powers  of  his  underftanding.  He  was  confined  by  a  chain  which  early  imagi- 
nation and  long  habit  made  him  think  mafly  and  ftrong,  but  which,  had  he 
ventured  to  try,  he  could  at  once  have  fnapt  afunder. 

I  proceeded :  "  What  do  you  think.  Sir,  of  Purgatory,  as  beUeved  by  the 
Roman  Catholicks?"  Johnson.  Why,  Sir,  it  is  a  very  harmlefs  doftrine. 
They  are  of  opinion  that  the  generality  of  mankind  arc  neither  fo  obftinately 
wicked  as  to  deferve  everlafting  punifhment,  nor  fo  good  as  to  merit  being 
admitted  into  the  fociety  of  blefled  Ipirits  j  and  therefore  that  God  is  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  allow  of  a  middle  ftatc,  where  they  may  be  purified  by 
certain  degrees  of  fufFering.  You  fee,  Sir,  there  is  nothing  unreafonable  in 
this."  BoswELL.  *' But  then.  Sir,  their  mafles  for  the  dead?"  Johnsqn. 
*'  Why,  Sir,  if  it  be  once  eftablilhed  that  there  are  fouls  in  purgatory,  it  is 
as  proper  to  pray  for  tbem,  as  for  our  brethren  of  mankind  who  are  yet  in 
this  life."  BoswELL.  "  The  idolatry  of  the  Mafs  ?" — Johnson.  "  Sir,  there  is 
no  idolatry  in  the  Mafs.  They  believe  God  to  be  there,  and  they  adore  him." 
BoswELL.  "  The  worlhip  of  Saints  ?" — -Johnson.  "  Sir,  they  do  not  worlhip 
faints ;  they  invoke  them  -,  they  only  afk  their  prayers.  I  am  talking  all  this 
time  of  the  do£irines  of  the  chlirch  of  Rome.  I  grant  you  that  in  pra£iic€y 
Purgatory  is  made  a  lucrative  impofition,  and  that  the  people  do  become 
idolatrous  as  they  recommend  themfelves  to  the  tutelary  protcftion  of  par- 
ticular feints.  I  think  their  giving  the  facrament  only  in  one  kind  is  criminal, 
becaufe  it  is  contrary  to  the  exprefs  inftitution  of  Christ,  and  I  wonder  how 
the  Council  of  Trent  admitted  it."  Boswell.  "  Confeffion  ?" — ^Johnson. 
"  Why,  I  don't  know  but  that  is  a  good  thing.  The  fcripture  fays,  '  Confefs 
your  faults  one  to  another  i  and  the  priefts  confefs  as  well  as  the  laity..  Then 
it  muft  be  confidered  that  their  abfolution  is  only  upon  repentance,  and  often 
upon  penance  alfo.  You  think  your  fins  may  be  forgiven  without  penance, 
upon  repentance  alone." 

I  thus  ventured  to  mention  all  the  common  objedtions  againft  the  Roman 
Catholick  Church,  that  I  might  hear  fo  great  a  man  upon  them.  What  he 
faid  is  here  accurately  recorded.  But  it  is  not  improbable  that  if  one  had  taken 
the  other  fide,  he  might  have  reafoned  difierently. 

I  muft  however  mention,  that  he  had  a  relpeft  for  "  the  old  religmi*  as  the 
mild  Melanfthon  called  that  of  the  Roman  Catholick  Church,  even  while  he 
was  exerting  himfelf  for  its  reformation  in  fome  particulars.  Sir  William 
Scott  informs  me,  that  he  heard  Johnfon  fay,  "  A  man  who  is  converted 
from  Proteftantifjii  to  Popery,  may  be  fincere :  he  parts  with  nothing :  he  is 
ovXy  fuperadding  to  what  he  already  had.     But  a  convert  from  Popery  to 
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Prateftafiitifinj  gives  up  fo  much  of  what  he  has  held  as  facred  as  any  thing     '7%^- 
that  he  retains  j  there  is  fo  much  laceraiim  of  mind  in  fuch  a  convcrfion,  that  it  l^ST^o! 
can  hardly  be  fincere  and  lafBng/'    The  truth  of  this  refieftion  may  be  con- 
firmed by  many  and  eminent  inftances^  fome  of  which  will  occur  to  moft  of 
my  readers. 

When  we  were  alone>  I  introduced  the  fubjeft  of  death,  and  endeavoured 
to  maintain  that  the  fear  of  it  might  be  got  over.  I  told  him  that  David 
Hume  (aid,  he  was  no  more  uneafy  to  think  he  fhould  not  be  after  this  life, 
than  that  he  bad  not  been  before  he  began  to  exift.  Johnson.  ''  Sir,  if  he 
really  thinks  fo,  his  perceptions  are  difturbed ;  he  is  mad :  if  he  does  not 
think  fo,  he  lies.  He  may  tell  you,  he  holds  his  finger  in  the  flame  of  a  candle, 
without  feeling  pain  j  would  you  believe  him  ?  When  he  dies,  he  at  leaft 
gives  up  all  he  has."  Boswell.  "  Foote,  Sir,  told  me,  that  when  he  was 
very  ill  he  was  not  afraid  to  die."  Johnson.  *'  It  is  not  true.  Sir.  Hold  a 
piftol  to  Foote's  breaft,  or  to  Hume's  breaft,  and  threaten  to  kill  them,  ancf 
you'll  fee  how  they  behave."  Boswell.  **  But  may  we  not  fordfy  our  minds 
for  the  approach  of  death  ?"— Here  I  am  lenfible  I  was  in  the  wrong,  to  bring 
before  his  view  what  he  ever  looked  upon  with  horrour  j  for  although  when  in 
a  celeftial  frame,  in  his  "  Vanity  of  hunnian  Wifhes,"  he  has  fuppoied  death 
to  be  *'  kind  Nature's  fignal  for  retreat,"  fi"om  this  ftate  of  being  to  "  a  hap- 
pier feat,"  his  thoughts  upon  this  aweful  change  were  in  general  full  of  difmal 
apprehenfions.  His  mind  refembled  the  vail  amphitheatre,  the  Colifseum 
at  Rome.  In  the  centre  ibood  his  judgement,  which,  like  a  mighty  gladiator, 
combated  thofe  apprehenfions  that,  like  the  wild  beafts  of  the  Arenay  were  all 
around  in  cells,  ready  to  be  let  out  upon  him.  After  a  conflift,  he  drives 
them  back  into  their  dens  i  but  not  killing  them,  they  were  flill  afTailing  him. 
To  my  queflion,  whether  we  might  not  fortify  our  minds  for  the  approach  of 
de^th,  he  anfwered,  in  a  pafTion,  "  No,  Sir,  let  it  alone.  It  matters  not  how 
a  man  dies,  but  how  he  lives.  The  aft  of  dying  is  not  of  importance,  it  lafb 
fo  fhort  a  time."  He  added,  (with  an  eameft  look,)  "  A  man  knows  it  mult 
be  fo,  and  fubmits.     It  will  do  him  no  good  t6  whine." 

I  attempted  to  continue  the  converfation.  He  was  fo  provoked,  that  he 
faid,  "  Give  us  no  more  of  this ;"  and  was  thrown  into  fuch  a  ftate  of  agita- 
tion, that  he  exprelTed  himfclf  in  a  way  that  alarmed  and  diflrefled  me ;  fhewed 
an  impatience  that  I  fhould  leave  him,  and  when  I  was  gomg  away,  called  to 
me  ftemly,  "  Don't  let  us  meet  to-morrow." 

I  went  home  exceedingly  uneafy.  All  the  harlh  obfervations  which  I  had 
ever  hcaid  made  upon  his  charafter,  crowded  into  my  mind  i   and  I  feemed 
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to  myfelf  like  the  man  who  had  put  his  head  into  the  lion's  mouth  a  great 
many  times  with  pcrfcft  fafcty,  but  at  laft  had  it  bit  off.. 

Next  morning  I  fent  him  a  notCt^  ftating>.  that  I  might  haW  been  in  the 
wrongs  but  it  was  not  intentitmaUy ;  he  was  therefore^  I  could  not  help  dunk- 
ing, too  fevere  upon  me.  That  notwithftanding  our  agreement  not  to  meet 
that  day,.  I  would  call  on  him  in  my  way  to  the  city,  and  ftay  five  minutes 
by  my  watch.  "  You  are,  (laid  I,)  in  my"  mind,  fince  laft  night>  furrounded 
with  cloud  and  Itorm.  h^t  me  h^ve  a  gUmpfe  of  funfliine,  and  go  about 
my  affairs  in  ferenity  and  cheerfulnefs.** 

Upon  entering  his  ftudy,  I  was  glad  that  he  was  not  abne,  which  would 
have  made  our  meeting  more  aukward.  There  were  with  him,  Mr.  Steevens 
and  Mr.  Tyers,  both  of  whom  I  now  law  for  the  fifft  time.  My  note  had,^, 
on  his  own  refleftion,  fofiened  him,  fer  he  received'  me  very  complacently  ^ 
fo  that  I  unexpededly  found  myfelf  at  eafe,  and  joined  in  the  converlation. 

He  faid,  the  cricicks  had  done  too  much  honour  to  Sir  Richard  Blackmore^, 
by  writing  fo  much  agarnft  him.  Thstf  in  his  **  Creation"  he  had  beca  helped 
by  various  wits,  a  line  by  Philips  and  a  line  by  Tickell ;  fo  that  by  theiraid,  and 
that  of  others,,  the  poem  had  been  made  out.  I  defended  Blackmore's  lines^ 
which  have  been  ridiculed.^  abfolute  nonfenle  ; 


^^  A  painted  veil:  Prince  Voltiger  had  on,, 

*^  Which  from  a  naked  Pift  his  grandfire  won..^ 


t  ma&itained  it  to  be  a  poetical  conceit*  A  Pift  being  painted.  It  he  is  flaih^ 
in  batde,  and  a  veil  is  made  of  his  Ikin,.  it  is  a  painted  veft  won  from  him, 
though  he  was  naked.. 

Johnfon  Ipoke  unfavourably  ofa  certain  pretty  voluminous  authour,  laying,. 
**  He  ufed  tp  write  anonymous  books,  and  then  other  books  commending 
thofe  boolcs,  in  which  there  was  fomething  of  rafcality/' 

I  whilpcred  him,  "  Well,  Sir>  you  are  now  in.  good  humour/*  Johnson.. 
"  Yes,  Sir.'*  I  was  going  to  leave  him,  and  had  got  as  far  as  the  ftair-cafe. 
He  Hopped  me,  and  fmiling,  faid,,  "  Get  you  gone,"  in  a  curious  nKxic  of 
inviting  me  to  ftay,.  which  I  accordingly  did  for  fome  time  longer. 

This  litde  incidental  quarrel  and.  reconciliation,  which,  perhaps,  I  may  be, 
thought  to  have  detailed  too  minutely^^  muft  be  efteemed  as  one  of  many 
proofs  which  his  friends  had,^^  that  though  he  might  be  charged  with  bad  humour 
at  times,  he  was  always  a  good-natured  mans  and  I  have  heard  Sir  Jolhua 
Reynolds,  a  nice  and  delicate  obferver  of  njanncrs>  particularly  remark,  that. 

4>  when. 
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vihcn  upon  any  occafion  Johnfon  had  been  rough  to  any  pcrfon  in  company, 
he  took  the  fiift  oppoitunity  of  reconciliation,  by  drinking  to  him  or  addreff- 
ing  his  difcourfe  to  him;  but  if  he  found  his  dignified  indiredt  overtures 
fuUenly  negleded,  he  was  quite  indifferent,  and  confidered  himfelf  as  having 
done  all  that  he  ought  to  do,  and  the  other  as  now  in  the  wrong. 

Being  to  let  out  for  Scotland  on  the  loth  of  November,  I  wrote  to  him  at 
Streatham,  begging  that  he  would  meet  me  in  town  on  the  9th ;  but  if  this 
Ihould  be  very  inconvenient  to  him,  I  would  go  thither.  His  anfwer  was  as 
follows ; 

Tif  James   Boswsll,  Efj^ 

^'  Dear  Sir, 

''UPON  balancing  the  inconveniencies  of  both  parties,  I  find  it 
will  lefs  incommode  you  to  fpend  your  night  here,  than  me  to  come  to  town» 
1  wifh  to  fee  you,  and  am  ordered  by  the  lady  of  this  houfe  to  invite  you 
hither.  Whedier  you  -  can  come  or  not,  I  fhall  not  have  any  occafion  of 
writing  to  you  again  before  your  marriage,  and  therefore  tell  you  now>  that 
with  great  fincerity  I  wiih  you  happinefs.    I  am>  dear  Sir> 

^  Tour  moft  affedbionate  humble  iervant^ 
"  Nov.  9, 176J.  Sam.  Johnson.*'' 

I  was  detained  in  town  till  it  was  too  late  on  the  9di,  to  went  to  him 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  tenth  of  06tober.  **  Now  (fjdd  he,)  that  you 
are  going  to  marry,  do  not  expeft  more  fix)m  life,  than  life  will  afford.  You 
may  often  find  yourfelf  out  of  humour,  and  you  may  often  think  your  wife 
not  fhidious  enough  to  pleaie  you ;  and  yet  you  may  have  reafon  to  confider 
yourfelf  as  upon  the  whole  very  happily  married.*' 

Talking  of  marriage  in  general,  he  obferved,  **  Our  marriage  fervice  is 
too  refined.  It  is  calculated  only  for  the  beft  kind  of  marriages  j  whereas^ 
we  fliould  have  a  form  for  matches  of  convenience,  of  which  there  arc  many." 
He  agreed  with  me  that  there  was  no  abfolute  neceflity  for  havmg  the  mar- 
riage ceremony  performed  by  a  regular  clergyman,  for  this  was  not  commanded 
in  fcripture. 

I  was  volatile  enough  to  repeat  to  him  a  litde  epigrammatick  fong  of  mine, 
on  matrimony,  which  Mr.  Garrick  had  a  few  days  before  procured  to  be  let 
to  mufick. 

Uu  2  A  Matrimonial 
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A  Matrimonial  Thought. 

I N  the  blithe  days  of  honey-mo6iT> 

With  Kate's  allurements  fmittcn, 
I  lov'd  her  late,  I  lov'd  her  fbon. 

And  called  her  deareft  kitten* 

But  now  my  kitten^s  grown  a  cat. 

And  crofs  like  other  wives, 
O !  by  my  foul, .  my  honeft  Matj^ 

I  fear  flie  has  nine  livcs^ 

My  illuftrious  friend  laid,  "  It  is  very  well,  Sir ;  but  you  fliould  not  fwear.** 
Upon  which  I  altered  «  O  !  by  my  foul,"  to  «  alas,  alas  !" 

He  was  fo  gpod  as  to  accompany  me  to  London,  and  ^e  me  into  the  poft* 
chaiie  which  was  to  carry  me  on  my  road  to  Scotland.  And  Aire  I  am,  that 
however  inconfiderable  many  g[  the  particulars  recorded  at  this  time  may 
appear  to  (bme,  they  will  be  efteemed  by  the  beft  part  of  my  readers  as  genuine 
traits  of  his  charadter,  contributing  together  to  give  a  fuUj  fair^^  and  diltinft 
view  of  it. 
1770*  In  1770  he  publifhed  a  political  pamphlet,  entitled  ^^  The  Falfe  Alarm,** 
intend^  to  juftify  the  condudt  of  miniftry  and  their  majority  in  the  Houie 
of  Commons,  for  having  virtually  affumed  it  as  an  axiom>  that  the  expulfion 
of  a  Member  of  Parliament  was  equivalent  to  exclufion,  and  thus  having 
declared  Colonel  Lutterel  to  be  duly  elefted  for  the  county  of  Middlefej^ 
notwithftanding  Mr.  Wilkes  had  a  great  majority  of  votes.  This  being  juftly 
confidered  as  a  grofs  violation  of  the  right  of  eledtion,  an  alarm  for  the  confti- 
tution  extended  itfelf  all  over  the  kingdom.  To  prove  this  alarm  to  be  falfc, 
was  the  purpofe  of  Johnfbn*s  pamphlet  1  but  even  his  vaft  powers  were 
inadequate^to  cope  with  conflitutional  truth  and  reafbn,  and  his  argument 
failed  of  efFefl;  5  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  have  fuice  expunged  the  offea- 
five  refblution  from  their  Journals.  That  the  Houfe  of  Commons  might 
have  expelled  Mr.  Wilkes  repeatedly,  and  as  often  as  he  fhould  be  re-chofen;> 
was  not  denied ;  but  incapacitation  cannot  'be  but  by  an  a£l  of  the  whole 
legiflature.  It  was  wonderful  to  fee  how  a  prejudice  in  favour  of  government 
in  general^  and  an  averfion  to  popular  clamour^  could  blind  and  contradi: 

fucK 
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fuch  an  xmderftanding  as  Johnfbn's,  -  in  this  particular  cafe;  yet  the  wit,  the 
farcafm,  the  eloquent  vivacity  which  this  pamphlet  diiplayed,  made  it  be 
read  with  great  avidity  at  the  time,  and  it  will  ever  be  read  with  plealure,  for 
the  fake  of  its  compofidon.  That  it  endeavoured  to  infufe  a  narcotick 
indifference,  as  to  publiqk  concerns,  into  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
that  it  broke  out  (bmetimes  into  an  extreme  coarfenefs  of  contemptuous 
abufe,  is  but  too  evident. 

It  muft  not,  however,  be  omitted,  that  when  the  ftorm  of  his  violence  fub- 
fides,  he  takes  a  fair  opportunity  to  pay  a  grateful  compliment  to  the  King, 
who  had  rewarded  his  merit :  "  Thefe  low-bom  rulers  have  endeavoured, 
iurely  without  effe6t,  to  alienate  the  affe£tions  of  the  people  from  the  only  King 
who  for  almoft  a  century  has  much  appeared  to  defire,  or  much  endeavoured 
to  deferve  therri/'  And,.  "  Every  honeft  man  muft  lament,  that  the  fadkion 
has  been  regarded  with  frigid  neutrality  by  the  Tories,  who  being  long  accuf- 
tctfned  to  fignalife  their  principles  by  oppofition  to  the  Court,  do  not  yet  con- 
fider,  that  they  have  at  laft  a  King  who  knows  not  the  name  of  party,  and 
who  wifhcs  to  be  the  common  father  of  all  his  people." 

To  this  pamphlet,  which  was  at  once  difcovcred  to  be  Johnfon*s,  feveral 
anfwers  came  out,  in  which,  care  was  taken  to  remind  the  publick.  of  his 
former  attacks  upoa  government,  and  of  his  now  being  a  penfioner,.  without 
allowing  for  the  honourable  terms  upoa  which  Johnfotfs  penfion  was  granted 
and  accepted,  or  the  change  of  fyftcm  which  the  Britiih  court  had  undergone 
upon  die  acceflion  of  his  prefent  Majefly.  He  was,  however,  foothed  in  the 
higheft  ftrain  of  panegyrick,  in  a'pocm  called  "  The  Remonftnmce,"  by  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Stockdale,  to  whom  he  "was,,  upon  many  occafions,  a  kind 
protestor. 

The  following  admirable  minute,  made  by  him,  defcribes  fo  well  his  own 
ftate,  and  that  of  numbers  to  whom  felf-examination  is  habitual,  that  I  cannot 
omit  it :  '  - 

^  June  I,  1770-  Every  man  naturally  perfiiades  himfelf  that  he  can  keep 
his  rcfolutions,  nor  is  he  convinced  of  his  imbeciUity  but  by  length  of  tin^ 
and  frequency  of  experiment.  This  opinion  of  our  own  conft^cy  is  fo  preva- 
lent, that  we  always  dcfpife  him  who  fuffers  his  general  and  fetded  purpolc  to  be 
overpowered  by  an  occafional  defire.  They,  therefore,  whom  freqvent  failures 
have  made  de^ratc,  ceafe.to  form  refoludons;  and  they  who  are  become 
cunning,  do  not  tell  them.  Thofe  who  do  not  make  them  are  very  few,  but 
of  their  effcft  little  is  perceived  i  for  fcarcely  any  man  pcrfifts  in  a  courfc  of. 

life 
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'77^-     life  pknncd  by  choice,  but  as  he  is  rcftrained  from  deviation  by  fbmecxter- 
JBtat.  6i.  nal  power.    He  who  may  live  as  he  will,  fcldom  lives  lorig^in  thd  obftrvatioii 
of  his  own  rules  *." 
Of  this  year  I  have  obtained  the  following  letters  r      * 

To  the  Reverend  Br.  Fa  r  m  £  r,  Cambridge^ 

^  Sir, 

^^  A  S  no  man  ought  to  keep  wholly  to  himfelf  any  pofieffion  that 
may  be  ufeflil  to  the  publick,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  me  unmalbnably 
intrufive,  if  I  have  recourfe  to  you  for  luch  information  as  you  are  more  able 
to  give  me  than  any  other  man. 

^^  In  fupport  of  an  opinion  which  you  have  already  placed  abome  the  noed 
of  any  more  fupport,  Mn  Steevens,  a  very  ingenious  gentleman,  lately  of 
King's  CpUege,  has  colleded  an  account  of  all  the  tranfladoos  which  Shak- 
ipeare  might  have  (ttn  and  ufed.  He  wifhes  his  catalogue  to  be  perfeft,  and 
therefore  intreats  that  you  will  favour  him  by  the  inlerdon  of  fuch  additions 
as  the  accuracy  of  your  inquiries  has  enabled  you  to.  make.  To  this  j^uell^ 
I  take  the  liberty  of  adding  my  own  {blidtadon, 

^  We  have  no  immediate  ufe  for  this  catalogue^  and  therefore  do  not  delire 
that  it  fliould  intserrupt  or  hinder  your  more  important  en^loyments.  But  it 
will  be  kind  to  let  us  know  that  you  receive  it 

"  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

««  Johnfon's-conrt*  Fleet-fbcet,  Sam.  Johnso N,*^ 

March  2i»  1770* 

* 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Wartou* 

•*  Dear  Sir, 

^^  THE  readinels  with  which  you  were  pkafed  to  pmmiie  me  fomc 
notes  on  Shddpeare,  was  a  new  inftance  of  your  friendlhip.  I  Ihall  not  hurry 
you  5  but  am  defu^d  by  Mr.  Steevens,  who  hdps  me  in  this  edition,  to  let 
you  know,  that  we  Ihall  print  the  tragedies  firft,  and  (hall  therefore  want  firift 
the  notes  which  belong  to  them.  ,  We  think  not  to  incommode  the  readers 
with  a  fupplemcnt  j  and  therefore,  what  we  cannot  put  into  its  proper  place, 

'  .       ^  Piayirs  and  Mbdllatioiis,  p.  95. 
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will  do  us  no  good.    We  fhall  not  begin  to  print  before  the  end  of  fix  weeks^     <77o« 

perhaps  not  fo  foon.  iEtoTdT 

"  I  am,  &c. 

«  Landon^  June  »5*  1770.  S  AM*  JoHNSON.** 

X 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Joseph  Warton. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  AM  revifing  my  edition  of  Shaldpeare,  and  remember  that  1 
formerly  mifreprefented  your  opinion  of  Lear.  Be  pleafed  to  write  the  para- 
graph as  you  would  have  it,  and  fend  it.  If  you  have  any  remarks  of  your 
own  upon  that  or  any  other  play,  I  fhall  gladly  receive  them. 

"  Make  my  comj^mcnts  to  Mrs.  Warton.  I  ibmetimes  think  of  wander- 
ing fi)r  a  few  days  to  Winchefter,  but  am  apt  to  delay.     I  am.  Sir, 

^  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
«  Sept.t7,  1770*  Sam.  Johnson." 

To  Mr.  Francis  Barber,  al  MrL  Clapp*^,  BtfBopStortford^  Hertford/hire. 

^  Dear  Francis, 

**  I  A  M  at  laft  fat  down  to  write  to  you,,  and  fhould  very  much  blame- 
myiiblf  for  having  ne^e6ted  you  fb  long,  if  I  did  not  impute  that  and  many 
other  failings  to  want  of  faealdi..  I  hope  not  to  be  fo  long  filent  again.  I  am  * 
very  well  iatisfied  with  your  progrefs,  if  you  can  really  perform  the  exercifea^ 
which  you  are  fet ;  and  I  hope  Mr.  Ellis  does  not  fuffer  you  to  impofe  on 
him,  or  on  yourfeE 

'^  Make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Ellis,  and  to  Mrs»  Clzpp^  and  Mn 
Smith. 

*'  Let  me  know  what  Englifh  books  you  read  for  yoiw  entertainment..    You 
can  never  Jbe  wife  unlefs  you  love  readii^.. 

^*  Do  not  imagine  that  I  fhall  forget  or  fbriake  you;  for  if,  when  I 
examine  you^  i  find  that  you  have  not  loft  your  time,,  you  fhall  want  no 
encouragement  from^ 

^  Yours  afie£tionatdy> 

«*  London,  Sept 25,  1770,  Sa.M^  Johnson/* 
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To  the  fame. 
^^  Dbar  Francis, 

*^  I  HOPE  you  mind  your  bufinefs,  I  defign  you fliall  ftay  with  MVs* 
Clapp  thcfe  holidays.  If  you  are  invited  out  you  may  go,  if  Mr.  Ellis  gives 
leave.  I  have  ordered  you  fome  cloaths,  wljich  you  will  receive,  I  believe, 
next  week.  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Clapp  and  to  Mr.  Ellis,  and  Mr, 
Smith,  &c.     I  am 

"  Your  afFeftionate 

«  December 7,  1770.  Sam.  JoHNSOK." 

During  this  year  there  was  a  total  cefifation  of  all  correfpondence  between 
Dr.  Johnfon  and  me,  without  any  coldnefs  on  either  fide,  but  merely  from 
procraftination,  condi^ued  fix)m  day  to  day ;  and  as  I  was  not  in  London,  I  had 
no  opportunity  of  enjoying  his  company  and  recording,  his  converfadon.  To 
fupply  this  blank,  I  fhall  prefent  my  readers  with  fome  CoUeStaneOy  obligingly 
furnifhed  to  me  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Maxwell,  of  Falkland,  in  Ireland,  fome 
time  afliilant  preacher  at  the  Temple,  and  for  many  years  the  focial  friend  of 
Johnfon,  who  ipoke  of  him  with  a  very  kind  regard. 


^*  My  acquaintance  with  that  great  and  venerable  charadter  commenced 
in  the  year  1754.  I  was  introduced  to  him  by  Mr.  Grierfon'',  his  Majefly's 
printer  at  Dublin,  1  gendeman  of  uncommon  learning,  and  great  wit  and 
vivacity.  Mr.  Grierfon  died  in  Genhany,  at  the  age  of  twenty-feven.  Dr. 
Johnlbn  highly  refpedted  his  abilides,  and  often  obferved,  that  he  poflefied 
more  extenfive  knowledge  than  any  man  of  his  years  he  had  ever  known* 
His  indullry  was  equal  to  his  talents ;  and  he  pardcularly  excelled  in  every 
ipecies  of  philological  learning,  and  was,  perhaps,  the  beft  cridck  of  the  age 
he  lived  in. 

^^  I  muft  always  remember  with  gradtude  my  obligation  to  Mr.  Grierfon, 
for  the  honour  and  happineis  of  Dr.  Johnfoh's  acquaintance  and  friendfhip, 
which  continued  uninterrupted  and  undiminifhed  to  his  death :  a  connedtion^ 
that  was  at  once  the  pride  and  happinefs  of  my  life. 

**  What  pity  it  is,  that  fo  much  wit  and  good  fenfe  as  he  continually 
exhibited  in  converfation,  ihould  perilh  unrecorded !   Few  perfons  quitted  his 

^  Son  of  the  learned  Mrs.  Grierfon*  who  was  patronifed  by  the  late  Ix)rd  Granville,  and  was 
t&e  editor  of  federal  of  the  clai&cks.  « 

company. 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

tompany  without  perceiving  themfelvcs  wifcr  and  better  than  they  were 
before.  On  ferious  fubjefts  he  flaflied  the  moft  interefting  conviftion  upon 
his  auditors ;  and  upon  lighter  topicks^  you  might  have  fuppofed— -^^o^^ 
mufas  de  mante  locuUis* 

"  Though  I  can  hope  to  add  but  little  to  the  celebrity  of  fo  exalted  a  cha- 
rafter,  by  any  comnnunications  I  can  furnifh,  yet  out  of  pure  relpeft  to  his 
memory,  I  will  venture  to  tranfmit  to  you  fome  anecdotes  concerning  him, 
which  fell  under  my  own  obfervation.  The  very  minutia  of  fijch  a  charaiSter 
muft  be  interefting,  and  may  be  compared  to  the  filings  of  diamonds. 

"  In  politicks  he  was  deemed  a  Tory,  but  certamly  was  not  (6  in  the 
obnoxious  or  party  fenfe  oi  the  term  j  for  while  he  allerted  the  legal  and  falu- 
tary  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  he  no  lefs  relpefted  the  conftitucional  liberties 
of  the  people.  Whiggifm,  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  he  faid,  was  accom- 
panied wkh  certain  principles ;  but  latterly,  as  a  mere  party  diftinftion  under 
Walpole  and  the  Pelhams,  was  no  better  than  the  politicks  of  ftock-jobbers^ 
and  the  religion  of  infidels. 

*'  He  detefted  the  idea  of  governing  by  parliamentary  corruption,  and 
aflerted  moft  ftrenuoufly,  that  a  prince  fteadily.and  confpicupufly  purluing 
the  interefts  of  his  people,  could  not  fail  of  parliamentary  concurrence.  A 
prince  of  ability,  he  contended,  might  and  fhould  be  the  direfbing  foul  and 
fpirit  of  his  own  adminiftration ;  In  fhort,  his  own  minifter,  and  not  the  mere 
head  of  a  party :  and  then,  and  not  till  then^  would  the  royal  dignity  be 
fincerely  refpefted. 

"  Johnfon  feemed  to  think,  that  a  certain  degree  of  crown  influence  over  the 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  (not  meaning  a  corrupt  and  fhameful  dependence,) 
was  very  falutary,  nay  even  necefTary,  in  our  mixed  government.  *  For, 
(faid  he,)  if  the  members  were  under  no  crown  influence,  and  difqualified 
from  receiving  any  gratification  from  Court,  and  refembled,  as  they  poflibly 
might,  Pym  and  Haflerig,  and  other  fhibborn  and  fhirdy  members  of  the 
long  Parliament,  the  wheels  of  government  would  be  totally  obftrudted.  Such 
men  would  oppofe,  merely  to  fhew  their  power,  from  envy,  jealouly,  and 
perverfity  of  dilpofition  j  and  not  gaining  thcmfclves,  would  hate  and  oppofe 
all  who  did :  not  loving  the  perfon  of  the  prince,  and  conceiving  they  owed 
him  little  gratitude,  from  the  mere  fpirit  of  infolence  and  contradiction,  they 
would  oppofe  and  thwart  him  upon  all  occafions.' 

"  The  infeparable  imperfeftion  annexed  to  all  human  governments,  confifted, 
he  faidj  in  not  being  able  to  create  a  fbfHcient  fund  of  virtue  and  principle 
to  carry  the  laws  into  due  and  effectual  execution.    Wifdom  might  plan,  but 

X  X  virtue 
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virtue  alone  could  execute.  And  where  could  fufficient  virtue  be  &und? 
A  variety  of  delegated,  and  often  difcretionary  powers  muft  be  entrufted  fome* 
where  j  which,  if  not  governed  by  integrity  and  confcience,  would  necef- 
farily  be  abufed,  till  at  laft  the  conftable  would  fell  his  for  a  Shilling. 

"  'this  excellent  perfon  was  fomedmes  charged  with  abetting  flavifh  and 
arbitrary  principles  of  government.  Nothing  in  my  opinion  could  be  a  grofler 
calumny  and  mifreprefentation  -,  for  how  can  it  be  rationally  fuppoied,  that  he 
Ihould  adopt  fuch  pernicious  and  abfurd  opinions^  who  fupported  his  philo- 
fophical  charadtcr  with  fo  much  dignity,  was  extremely  jealous  of  his  perfonal 
liberty  and  independence^  and  coul4  not  brook  the  fmalleil  appearance  of 
negled  or  infult3  even  from  the  higheft  perfonages  ? 

**  But  let  us  view  him  in  fome  inftances  of  more  familiar  life. 

**  His  general  mode  of  life,  during  my  acquaintance,  feemed  to  be  pretty 
tjniform.  About  twelve  o'clock  I  commonly  vifited  himj  and  frcquendy 
found  him  in  bed,  or  declaiming  over  his  tea>  which  he  drank  very  plendfvilly. 
He  generally  had  a  levee  of  morning  vifitors,  chiefly  men  of  letters ;  Hawkf- 
worth,  Goldfmith,  Murphy,  Langton,  Steevens,  Beauclerk,  &c.  &c.  and 
fomedmes  learned  ladies,  pardcularly  I  remember  a  French  lady  of  wit  and 
fafhion  doing  him  the  honour  of  a  viiit.  He  feemed  to  me  to  be  confidered 
as  a  kind  of  publick  oracle,  whom  every  body  thought  they  had  a  rigjjit  to 
vifit  and  confult  j  and  doubde(s  they  were  well  rewarded.  I  never  could  diA 
cover  how  he  found  time  for  his  compofitions.  He  declaimed  all  the  morning, 
then  went  to  dinner  at  a  tavern,  where  he  commonly  ffiaid  late,  and  then  drank 
his  tea  at  fome  friend's  houfe,  over  which  he  loitered  a  great  while,  but  feldom 
took  fupper.  I  fency  he  mull  have  read  and  wrote  chiefly  in  the  night,  for  I 
can  fcarely  recolleft  that  he  ever  refufed  going  with  me  to  a  tavern,  and  he 
often  went  to  Ranelagh,  which  he  deemed  a  place  of  innocent  recreation. 

"  He  frequendy  gave  all  the  filver  in  his  pocket  to  the  poor,  who  watched 
him,  between  his  houfe  and  the  tavem  where  he  dined.  He  walked  the 
ftrects  at  all  hours,  and  faid  he  was  never  robbed,  for  the  rogues  knew  he  had 
litde  money,  nor  had  the  appearance  of  having  much. 

"  Though  the  moft  acceflible  and  communicative  man  alive,  yet  when  he 
fufpefted  he  was  invited  to  be  exhibited,  he  conftandy  Ipumed  the  invitdtion. 

^'  Two  young  women  from  StafFordfliire  vifited  him  when  I  was  prcfent^ 
to  confult  him  on  the  fubjefib  of  Methodifm,  to  which  they  were  inclined^ 
•  Come,  (faid  he,)  you  pretty  fools,  dine  with  Maxwell  and  me  at  the  MitrCj^ 
and  we  will  talk  over  that  fubjeft ;'  which  they  did,  and  after  dinner  he  took 
one  of  them  upon  his  knee,  and  fondled  her  for  half  an  hour  together. 

4  "  Upoa 
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^^  Upon  a  vifit  to  me  at  a  country  lodging  near  Twickenham,  he  afked      1 770. 
what  fort  of  fociety  I  had  diere.     1  told  him,  but  indifferent ;  as  they  chiefly  jEtat.  6r! 
confifted  of  opulent  traders,  retired  from  bufineis.     He  faid,  he  never  much 
liked  that  clafs  of  people  5  *  For,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  diey  have  loft  the  civility  of 
tradefmen,  without  acquiring  the  manners  of  gentlemen.* 

**  Johnfon  was  much  attached  to  London :  he  obferved,  that  a  man  ftored 
his  mind  better  there,  than  any  where  elfe ;  and  that  in  remote  fituations  a 
man's  body  might  be  feafted,  but  his  mind  was  ftarved,  and  his  faculties  apt 
to  degenerate,  from  want  of  exercife  and  competition.  No  place,  he  faid, 
cured  a  man's  vanity  or  arrogance,  fo  well  as  London ;  for  as '  no  man 
was  either  great  or  good  per  fe,  but  as  compared  with  others  not  fo  good  or 
great,  he  was  fure  to  find  in  the  metropolis  many  his  equals,  and  fome  his 
iliperiours.  He  obferved,  that  a  man  in  London  was  in  lels  danger  of  fall- 
ing in  love  indilcreetly,  than  any  where  elfe;  for  there  the  difficulty  of 
deciding  between  the  confli£ting  pretentions  of  a  vaft  variety  of  obje6b,  kept 
Jiim  fafe.  He  told  me,  that  he  had  frequently  been  offered  country  prefer- 
ment, if  he  would  confent  to  take  orders;  but  he  could  not  leave  the 
improved  fociety  of  the  capital,  or  confent  to  exchange  the  exhilarating  joys 
and  iplendid  decorations  of  publick  life,  for  the  obfcurity,  infipidity,  and  uni- 
formky  of  remote  fituations. 

«  Speaking  of  Mr.  Harte,  Canon  of  Windlbr,  and  writer  of  *  The  Hiflory 
cf  Guftavus  Adolphus,'  he  much  commended  him  as  a  fcholar,  and  a  man  of 
the  moft  companionable  talents  he  had  ever  known*    He  ikid,  die  defe<5b  in   ~ 
his  luftory  proceeded  not  from  imhecillity,  but  fix)m  foppery. 

*^  He  loved,  he  faid,  the  old  black  letter  books  j  they  were  rich  in  matter, 
though  their  ftyle  was  inelegant  i  wondeiiully  fo,  confidering  how  converfant 
the  writers  were  with  the  beft  models  of  andquity. 

*^  Burton's  *  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,'  he  faid,  was  the  only  book  that  ever 
took  him  out  of  bed  two  hours  fooner  than  he  wifhed  to  rife. 

**  He  frequently  exhorted  me  to  fet  about  writing  a  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  and 
Archly  remarked,  there  had  been  fome  good  Irifh  writers,  and  that  one  Irifh- 
man  might  at  leaft  afpire  to  be  equal  to  another.  He  had  great  compaffion 
for  the  miferies  and  diftreffes  of  the  Irilh  nation,  particularly  the  Papifb ;  and 
feverely  reprobated  the  barbarous  debilitating  policy  of  the  Bjritifh  govern- 
ment, which  he  faid  was  the  moft  deteftable  mode  of  perfecution.  To  a 
gendeman,  who  hinted  fuch  policy  might  be  neceflary  to  fupport  the  authority 
of  the  EngUfh  government,  he  replied  by  faying,  *  Let  the  authority  of  the 
Englifh  government  perilh,  rather  than  be  maintained  by  iniquity.    Better 

Xx  2  would 
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177P.  woxild  It  be  to  rcftrain  the  turbulence  of  the  natives  by  the  authority  of  the 
IffiutTdK  ^ord>  and  to  make  them  amenable  to  law  and  juftice  by  an  efifedhial  and 
vigorous  police,  than  to  grind  them  to  powder  by  all  manner  of  dilabilities  and 
incapacities.  Better  (faid  he,)  to  hang  or  drown  people  at  once,  than  by  an 
unrelenting  perfecution  to  beggar  and  ftarve  them.'  The  moderation  and 
humanity  of  the  prefent  times  have,  in  fome  meafure,  juftified  the  wildom  of 
his  obfervations. 

"  Dr.  Johnfon  was  often  accufed  of  prejudices^  nay,  antipathy,  with  regaid 
to  the  natives  of  Scotland*  Surely,  fo  illiberal  a  prejudice  never  entered  his 
mind:  and  it  is  well  known,  many  natives  of  that  re^edtable  country  poflcflfcd 
a  large  jQiare  in  his  efteem ;  nor  were  any  of  them  ever  excluded  from  his 
good  offices,  as  far  as  opportunity  permitted.  •  True  it  is,  he  confidered  the 
Scotch,  nationally,  as  a  crafty,  defigning  people,  eagerly  attentive  to  their  own 
intereft,  and  too  apt  to  oyerbok  the  claims  a^d  pretenfions  of  other  peo|^e. 
^  While  they  confine  their  benevolence,  in  a  manner,  exclufively  to  thofe  of 
their  own  country,  they  expeft  to  ihare  in  th^e  good  offices  of  other  people. 
Now  (faid  Johnfon,)  this  principle  is  either  right  or  wrong;  if  right,  wc 
ihould  do  well  to  imitate  fuch  conduift  y  if  wrong, .  we  qannot  too  much 
dcteft  it.' 

^^  Being  Iblicited  to  compoie  a  funeral  iermon  for  the  daughter  of  a  tradeft. 
many  he  naturally  enquired  into  the  chara^r  of  the  deceafed ;  and  being  told 
flie  was  remarkable  for  her  humility  and  condefcenfion  to  inferiours,  he 
obferved,  that  thofe  were  very  laudable  qualities,  but  it  might  not  be  fo  ealy 
to  difcover  who  the  lady's  inferiours  were. 

*«  Of  a  certain  player  he  remarked,  diat  his  converfation  ufually  threatened 
and  announced  more  than  it  performed  j  that  he  fed  you  with  a  continual  reno^-' 
vation  of  hope,,  to  end  in  a  conflant  fucceffion  of  difappointment. 

«  When  exaijperated  by  contradiction,  he  was  apt  to  treat  his  opponents, 
with  too  much  acrifiiony  -,  as,  ^  Sir,  you  don't  fee  your  way  through  that 
queflion  :'-f-^  Sir,  you  talk  the  language  of  ignorance.*  On  my  obfcrving  to 
him  that  a  certain  gentleman  had  remained  filent  the  whole  evening,  in  the 
midfl  of  a  very  brilliant  and  learned  fbciety,  '  Sir,  (faid  he,)  the  converfation 
overflowed  and  drowned  him.'  . 

<^  His  philofopby,  though  auflere  and  fblemn,  was  by  no  means  morofe 
and  cynical,  and  never  blunted  the  laudable  fenfibilities  of  his  chara&er,  or 
exempted  him  from  the  influence  of  the  tender  paffions.  Want  of  tendernefs,, 
he  always  alled^d,  was  Want  of  parts,  and  was  no  Icfs  a  proof  of  fbupidky 
than  depravity.. 

Speakings 
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"  Speaking  of  Mr.  Hanway^  who  publifhed  *  A  Six  Weeks  Tour  through      1770- 
the  South  of  England/  *  Jonas,  (faid  he,)  acquired  fome  reputation  by  travel-  ^tat.  67! 
ling  abroad,  but  loft  it  all  by  travelling  at  home.' 

'^  Of  the  paflion  of  love  he  remarked,  that  its  violence  and  ill  effefb 
were  much  exaggerated ;  for  who  has  known  any  real  lufFerings  on  that  head, 
more  than  from  the  exorbitancy  of  any  other  paffion  ? 

"  He  much  commended  '  Law's  Serious  Call,'  which  he  faid  was  the 
fineft  piece  of  hortatory  theology  in  any  language.  *  Law  (faid  he,)  fell 
latterly  into  the  reveries  of  Jacob  Behmen,  whom  Law  alledged  to  have 
been  fomewhat  in  the  fame  ftate  with  St.  Paul,  and  to  have  feen  unutterable 
things.  Were  it  even  fo,  (faid  Johnfon,)  Jacob  would  have  refembled  St. 
Paul  ftill  more,  by  not  attempting  to  utter  them.* 

"  He  obferved>  that  the  eftahlifhcd  clergy  in  general  did  not  preach  plain 
enough  \  and  that  polifhed  periods  and  glittering  fentences  flew  over  the  heads 
of  the  common  people,  without  any  impreffion  upon  their  hearts.  Somethmg 
might  be  neceflary,  he  obfervedj  to  excite  the  afFedtions  of  the.  common 
people,  who  were  funk  in  languor  and  lethargy,  and  therefore  he.  fuppofed 
that  the  new  concomitants  of  methodifm  might  probably  produce  fo  defirablc 
an  effeft.  The  mind,  like  the  body,  he  obfervcd,  delighted  in  change  and 
novelty,  and  even  in  religion  itfelf,  courted  new  appearances  and  modifica- 
tions. Whatever  might  be  thought  of  fome  methodift  teachers,  he  faidji  he 
could  fcarcely  doubt  the  fincerity  of  that  man,  who  travelled  nine  hundred 
miles  in  a  month,  and  preached  twelve  times  a  week ;  for  no  adequate  reward^ 
merely  temporal>  could  be  given  for  fuch  indefatigable  labour. 

"  Of  Dr.  Prieftly's  theological  works,  he  remarked,  that  they  tended-  to 
unfettle  every  thing,  and  yet  fettled  nothing. 

**  He  was  much  afFeded  by  the  death  of  his  mother,  and  wrote  to  me  to 
come  and  aflift  him  to  compofe  his  mind,  which  indeed  I  found  extremely 
agitated.  He  lamented  that  all  ferious  and  religious  convtrfation  was  banifhed 
from  the  fbciety  of  men,  and  yet  great  advantages  might  be  derived  from  it. 
All  acknowledged,  he  faidj,  what  hardly  any  body  pradUfed^  the  obligation 
.  we  were  under  of  making  the  concerns  of  eternity  the  governing  principles  of 
our  lives.  Every  man,  he  obferved,  at  laft  wilhes  for  retreat :  he  fees  his 
cxpeftations  fruftratcd  in  the  worlds  and  begins  to  wean  himielf  from  it,  and 
to  prepare  for  everlafting  fcparation. 

"  He  obferved,  that  the  influence  of  London  now  extended  every  where, 
and  that  from  all  manner  of  communication  being  opened,  there  Ihortly  would 
be  no  remains  of  the  ancient  fimplicityj  or  places  of  cheap  retreat  to  be  founds 

«  He 
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*^  He  was  no  admirer  of  blank-verfe,  and  faid  it  always  failed,  unlefs  fuf- 
taincd  by  the  dignity  of  the  fubjeft.  In  blank-verfe,  he  faid,  the  language 
fufiered  more  diftortion,  to  keep  it  out  of  profc,  than  ainy  inconvenience 
or  limitation  to  be  apprehended  from  the  Ihackles  and  circumfcription  oi 
rhyme. 

"  He  reproved  me  once  for  faying  grace  without  mention  of  the  name  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  hoped  in'future  I  would  be  more  mindful  of  the 
apoftolical  injun£bion. 

"  He  refafed  to  go  out  of  a  room  before  me  at  Mr.  Langton's  houfe,  fay- 
ing, he  hoped  he  knew  his  rank  better  than  to  prefume  to  take  place  of  a 
Doftor  in  Divinity.  I  mention  fuch  little  anecdotes,  merely  to  ihew  the 
peculiar  turn  and  habit  of  his  mind. 

"  He  ufed  frequently  to  obferve,  that  there  was  more  to  be  endured  than 
enjoyed,  in  the  general  condition  of  human  life  j  and  frequently  quoted  thofe 
lilies  of  Dryden : 

*  Strange  cozenage  !  none  would  live  paft  years  again, 

*  Yet  all  hope  plealure  from  what  ftill  remain.* 

For  his  part,  he  faid,  he  never  pafied  that  week  in  his  life  which  he  would  wiih 
to  repeat,  were  an  angel  to  make  the  propofal  to  him. 

*^  He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  Englilh  nation  cultivated  both  their  foil  and 
their  reafbn  better  than  any  other  people;  but  admitted  that  the  French^ 
though  not  the  higheft,  perhaps,  in  any  department  of  literature,  yet  in  every 
department  were  very  high.  Intelleftual  pre-eminence,  he  obferved,  was 
the  higheft  fuperiority;  and  that  every  nation  derived  their  higheft  repu- 
'  ration  from  the  fplendour  and  dignity  of  their  writers.  Voltaire,  he  faid,  was 
a  good  narrator,  and  that  his  principal  merit  confifted  in  a  happy  feledion  and 
arrangement  of  circumftances. 

^^  Speaking  of  the  French  novels,  compared  with  Richardfon'sj  he  faid  they 
might  be  pretty  baubles,  but  a  wren  was  not  an  eagle. 

"  Ina  Latin  converfation  with  the  Pere  Bofcovitz,  at  the  houfe  of  Mrs. 

Cholmondeley,  I  heard  him  maintain  the  fuperiority  of  Sir  liaac  Newton  over 

all  foreign  philofophers,   with  a  dignity  and  eloquence  that  furprized  that 

learned  foreigner.    It  being  obferved  to  him,  that  a  rage  for  every  thing 

Englifh  prevailed  much  in  France  after  Lord  Chatham's  glorious  war,  he  laid, 

he  did  not  wonder  at  it,  for  that  we  had  drubbed  thofe  fellows  into  a  proper 

reverence  for*  us,  and  that  their  national  petulance  required  periodical  chaf- 

tifemcnt. 

*^  Lord 
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^^  Lord  Lyttelton's  Dialogues,  he  deemed  a  nugatory  performance,   *  That      '77o* 
man  (faid  he,)  fet  down  to  write  a  book,  to  tell  the  world  what  the  world  had  '^tiu.^i! 
all  his  life  been  telling  him/ 

"  Somebody  obferving  that  the  Scotch  Highlanders  in  the  year  1745,  had 
made  furprizing  efforts,  conlidering  their  numerous  wants  and  difadvantages : 

*  Yes,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  their  wants  were  numerous,  but  you  have  not  men- 
tioned the  greateft  of  them  all, — ^the  want  of  law/ 

**  Speaking  of  the  inward  light,  to  which  fome  methodifts  pretended,  he 
laid,  it  was  a  principle  utterly  incompatible  with  focial  or  civil  fecurity.  *  If 
a  man  (faid  he,)  pretends  to  a  principle  of  aftion  of  which  I  can  know 
nothing,  nay,  not  fo  much  as  that  he  has  it,  but  only  that  he  pretends  to  it ; 
how  can  I  tell  what  that  perfon  may  be  prompted  to  do  ?  When  a  perfon 
profeiSes  to  be  governed  by  a  written  afcertained  law,  I  can  then  know  where^ 
to  find  him/ 

"  The  poem  of  Fingal,  he  faid,  was  a  mere  unconnefted  rhapfody,  a  tire- 
Ibme  repetition  of  the  fame  images.  *  In  vain  ftiall  we  look  for  the  lucidus 
crdoy  where  there  is  neither  end  or  objedt,  dcfign  or  moral,  nee  eerta  recurrit 
imaged 

"  Being  aiked  by  a  young  nobleman,  what  was  become  of  the  gallantry 
and  military  Ipirit  of  the  old  Englifh  nobility,  he  replied,  ^  Why,  my  Lord, 
ril  tell  you  what  is  become  of  it ;  it  is  gone  into  the  city  to  look  for  a  fortune/ 

*'  Speaking  of  a  dull  tirefome  fellow,  whom  he  chanced  to  meet,  he  faid, 

*  That  fellow  feems  to  me  to  poffefs  but  one  idea,  and  that  is  a  wrong  one/ 

"  Much  enquiry  having  been  made  concerning  a  gendeman  who  had 
quitted  a  company  where  Johnfon  was,  and  no  information  being  obtained  j  at 
laft  Johnfon  obferved,  that  «  he  did  not  care  to  fpeak  ill  of  any  man  behind 
his  back,  but  he  believed  the  gentleman  was  an  attorney.* 

"  He  Ipoke  with  much  contempt  of  the  notice  taken  of  Woodhoufe,  the 
poetical  Ihoemaker.  He  faid,  it  was  all  vanity  and  childiihnefs  \  and  that  fuch 
objefts  were,  to  thofe  who  patronifed  them,  mere  mirrours  of  their  own 
fuperiority.  ^  They  had  better  (faid  he,)  fiirnifli  the  man  with  good  imple- 
ments for  his  trade,  than  raife  fubfcriptions  for  his  poems.  He  may  make  an 
excellent  fhoemakcr,  but  can  never  make  a  good  poet.  A  fchool-boy's  exer- 
cife  may  be  a  pretty  thing  for  a  fchool-boy,  but  is  no  treat  for  a  man.* 

**  Speaking  of  Boetius,  who  was  the  favourite  writer  of  the  middle  ages, 

he  laid  it  was  very  furprizing,  that  upon  fuch  a  fubjc£t>  and  in  fuch  a  fituation, 

he  fhould  be  ma^s  pbilofophus  quim  Cbrifiianus, 

^  Speaking 
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1770.  «  Speaking  of  Arthur  Murphy,  whom  he  very  much  loved,  ^  I  don't  know 

^i^i^t,  (faid  he,)  that  Ardiur  can  be  ckfled  with  the  very  firft  dramatick  writers  ; 
yet  at  prefcnt  I  doubt  much  whether  we  have  any  thing  fuperior  to  Arthur.' 

*'  Speaking  of  the  national  debt,  he  faid,  it  was  an  idle  dream  to  fuppofe 
that  the  country  could  fink  under  it.  Let  the  publick  creditors  be  ever  fo 
clamorous,  the  intereft  of  millions  muft  ever  prevail  over  that  of  thoufands. 

"  Of  Dr.  Kennicott's  Collations,,  he  obferved,  that  though  the  text  Ihould 
not  be  much  mended  thereby,  yet  it  was  no  fmall  advantage  to  know,  that 
we  had  as  good  a  text  as  the  molt  confummate  induftry  and  diligence  couki 
procure. 

"  Johnfon  obferved,  that  fo  many  objedtions  might  be  made  to  every  thing, 
that  nothing  could  overcome  them  but  the  neceffity  of  doing  fomething.  No 
man  would  be  of  any  profeffion,  as  fimjdy  oppofcd  to  not  being  of  it :  but 
every  one  muft  do  fomething. 

<*  He  remarked,  that  a  London  parifli  was  a  very  comfortlefs  thing,  for  the 
clergyman  feldom  knew  the  face  of  one  out  of  ten  of  his  parifliioners. 

^  Of  the  late  Mr.  Mallet  he  Ipoke  with  no  great  re^dt  t  faid,  he  was 
ready  for  any  dirty  job  :  that  he  had  wrote  againft  Byng  at  the  inftigation  of 
the  miniftry,  and  was  equally  ready  to  write  for  him,  provided  he  found  his 
account  in  it. 

"  A  gentleman  who  had  been  very  unhappy  in  marriage,  married  imme- 
diately after  his  wife  died :  Johnfon  faid,  it  was  the  triumph  of  hope  over 
experience. 

*'  He  obferved,  that  a  man  of  fenfe  and  education  ihould  meet  a  fuitable 
companion  in  a  wife.  It  was  a  miferable  thing  when  the  converfation  could 
only  be  fuch  as,  whether  the  mutton  fhould  be  boiled  or  roafted,  and  probably 
a  difpute  about  that. 

*^  He  did  not  approve  of  late  marriages,  obferving,  that  more  was  loft  in 
point  of  time,  than  compenfated  for  by  any  poffible  advantages.  Even  ill 
aflbrted  marriages  were  preferable  to  cheerlefs  celibacy. 

"  Of  old  Sheridan  he  remarked,  that  he  neither  wanted  parts  or  literature, 
but  that  his  vanity  and  Quixotifm  obfcured  his  merits. 

*^  He  faid,  foppery  was  never  cured  j  it  was  the  bad  ftamina.  of  the  mind, 
which,  like  thofe  of  the  body,  were  never  rcdified :  once  a  coxcomb,  and 
always  a  coxcomb. 

^'  Being  told  that  Gilbert  Cowper  called  him  the  Caliban  of  literature  5 

*  Well,  (faid  he,)  I  muft  dub  him  the  Punchinello/ 

'*  Speaking 


/ 
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«  Speaking  of  the  old  Earl  of  Corke  and  Orreiy,  he  faid,  *  that  man  (pent      »77o^ 
his  life  in  catching  at  an  objcdt,  [literary  eminence,]  which  he  had  not  power  ^utTiT. 
to  gralp/ 

**  He  often  ufed  to  quote,  with  great  pathos,  thofe  fine  lines  of  Virpl : 

*  Optima  quaque  dies  miferis  mortalibus  avi 

^  Prima  fu^t }  fubeunt  morbid  triJH/que  feneSluSy 

^  Ei  labor^  ft  dura  rapit  inclementia  mortis.* 

''  To  find  a  fubftitutign  for  violated  morality,  he  laid,  was  the  leading 
feature  in  all  perverfions  of  religion.** 


In  1771  he  publifhed  another  political  pamphlet,  entitled  "  Thoughts  on  17711 
the  late  Tranfaftions  refpedbing  Falkland's  Iflands,"  in  which,  upon  materials 
fumifhed  to  him  by  miniftry,  and  upon  general  topicks  expanded  in  his  richeft 
ftylc,  he  fuccefsfoUy  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  nation  that  it  was  wife  and 
laudable  to  fulFcr  the  queftion  of  right  to  remain  undecided,  rather  than  involve 
our  country  in  another  war.  It  has  been  fuggefted  by  fomc,  with  what  truth 
I  fhaU  not  take  upon  me  to  decide,  that  he  rated  the  confequence  of  thofe 
iflands  to  Great-Britain  too  low.  But  however  this  may  be,  every  humane 
jmind  >muft  fiirely  applaud  the  earneftnels  with  which  he  averted  the  cala- 
mity of  war ;  a  calamity  f(^  dreadfiil,  that  it  is  aftpnifhing  how  civilifed,  nay, 
Chrifban  nations,  can  deliberately  continue  to  renew  it.  His  defcription  of 
its  mifcries  in  this  pamphlet,  is  one  of  the  fineft  pieces  of  eloquence  in  the 
Englifli  language.  Upon  this  occafion,  too,  we  find  Johnfon  lafhing  the 
party  in  oppofition  with  unbounded  feverity,  and  making  the  fuUeft  ufe  of  what 
he  ever  reckoned  a  moil  eflfeftual  argumentative  inftrument,  contempt.  His 
charafter  of  their  very  able  myfterious  champion,  Junius,  is  executed  with 
all  the  force  of  his  genius,  and  finifhed  with  the  higheft  care.  He  feems  to 
have  exulted  in  fallying  forth  to  fingle  combat  againft  the  boafled  and  formi- 
dable hero,  who  bade  defiance  to  '^  principalities  and  powers,  and  the  rulers  of 
this  world." 

This  pamphlet,  it  is  obfervable,  was  foftened  in  one  particular,  after  the 
firft  edition  j  for  the  conclufion  of  Mr.  George  Grenville's  charaftcr  ftood 
thus :  "  Let  him  not,  however,  be  depreciated  in  his  grave.  He  had  powers 
not  univerfally  poffeffcd :  could  he  have  enforced  payment  of  the  Manilla 
ranfom,  be  could  have  counted  it.'*  Which,  inftcad  of  retaining  its  fly  Iharp 
point,  was  reduced  to  a  mere  flat  unmeaning  expreflion,  or,  if  I  may  ufe  the 
word,— /r«j/J» ;  "  He  had  powers  not  univerfally  pofleflled :  and  if  he  fome- 
times  erred,  he  was  likewife  fometimcs  right." 

Yy  Mr, 
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Mr.  Scrafaan^  the  printer^  who  had  been  long  in  intimaqr  with  Johnfbn^  in 
the  couric  of  his  literary  labours^  who  was  at  onoe  his  fiiendljr  agent  in 
receiving  his  penfion  for  him,  and  his  banker  in  fupplying  him  with  ntioney 
when  he  wanted  it ;  who  was  hinnfelf  now  a  Member  of  Parliament  and  who 
loved  much  to  be  employed  in  political  negociation ;  thought  he  fhould  do 
eminent  fervice,  both  to  government  and  Johnfon>  if  he  could  be  the  means 
of  his  getting  a  feat  in  the  Houie  of  Conunons.  With  this  view,  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treafury,  of  which  he  gave  me  a  copy 
in  his  own  hand-^^riting,  which  is  as  follows : 

«  Sir, 

"YOU  will  eafily  recolleft,  when  I  had  the  honour  of  waiting  upon 
you  fbme  time  ago,  I  took  the  liberty  to  obierve  to  you,  that  Dr.  Johnfon 
would  make  an  excellent  figure  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  and  heardly^ 
wiflied  he  had  a  feat  there.     My  realbns  are  briefly  thefe ; 

"  I  know  his  perfe£t  good  afFe^on  to  his  Majefty,  and  his  government 
which  I  am  certdn  he  wiflies  to  fupport  by  every  means  in  his  power. 

'*  He  poifefles  a  great  (hare  of  manly,  nervous,  and .  ready  eloqiience ;  is 
quick  in  diiceming  die  ftrength  and  weaknefs  of  an  ailment  ^  can  cxprels 
himielf  with  cleameis  and  precifion,  and  fears  the  face  of  no  man  alive. 

"  His  known  chara&er,  as  a  man  of  extraordinary  &nie  and  unimpeached 
virtue,  would  fecure  him  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  and  could  not  fail  to 
give  him  a  proper  wei^t  there. 

'^  He  is  capable  of  the  greatefl  application,  and  can  undergo  any  degree 
of  labour,  where  he  fees  it  neceflary,  and  where  his  heart  and  afie£tions  are 
ftrongly  engaged.  His  Majefty's  minifbers  might  therefore  fecurely  depend 
on  his  doing,  upon  every  proper  occafion,  the  utm<^  that  could  be  expe£):ed 
from  him.  They  would  find  him  ready  to  vindicate  fuch  meaiures  as  tended 
to  promote  the  ftability  of  government,  and  refolute  and  fteady  in  carrying 
them  mto  execution.  Nor  is  any  thing  to  be  apprehended  from  the  fiippofed 
impetuofity  of  his  temper.  To  the  friends  of  the  King  you  will  fiiKi  lum 
a  lamb,  to  his  enemies  a  lion. 

**  For  tihefe  reafons,  I  humbly  apprehend  that  he  would  be  a  very  able  amd 
ufefiil  member.  And  I  will  venture  «>  fay,  the  employmerit  would  not  be 
dif^reeable  to  him;  and  knowing,  as  I  do,  his  ftrong  affedion  to  the  King, 
his  atulity  to  ferve  him  in  that  capacity,  and  the  extreme  ardour  with  which  I 
am  convinced  he  would  engage  in  that  fervio^  I  tnuft  repeat,  that  I  wifh  tnc^ 
heartily  to  fee  him  in  the  Houfe% 

4  ''l£ 
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♦'  U  fou  fhwk  Ai$  •wortlqf  of  attjenrion,  you  wiH  be  plcafed  to  take  a  con-  mi* 
venienc  opjiorcomty  of  mentioniisig  it  to  Lord  North-  If  his  Lordihip  fhould  ^J^fSu 
happily  a{^rove  of  ic^  I  fhall  have  the  fiu^sfaftion  of  having  been,  in  fome 
degree,  Ae  hunible  inftrument  of  doing  my  country,  in  my  opinion,  a  very 
«fikimal  fervicc  I  know  your  good-nature,  and  your  zeal  for  the  publick 
wel&re,  will  plead  my  excufe  for  giving  you  this  trouble.  I  am,  with  the 
greateft  reipe£t.  Sir, 

*'  Your  moft  obedient  and  humble  fervant, 

"  New-fticet,  March  30, 1771.  Wl  LLIAM  StraHA  N." 

This  recommendation  we  know  was  not  efieftual ;  but  how,  or  for  what 
reaibn,  can  only  be  conjefhired.  It  is  not  to  be  believed  that  Mr,  Strahan 
would  have  applied,  unlefs  Johnibn  had  a[^roved  of  it.  I  never  heard  him 
mention  the  fubjeft ;  but  at  a  later  period  of  his  life,  when  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds 
told  him  that  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  had  faid,  that  if  he  had  come  early  into 
parliament,  he  certainly  would  have  been  the  greateft  fpeaker  that  ever  was 
there,  Johnfpn  exclaimed,  "  I  fliould  like  to  try  my  hand  now." 

It  has  been  much  a^tated  among  his  friends  and  others,  whether  hf  would 
have  been  a  powerful  ipeaker  in  Parliament,  had  he  been  brought  in  when 
advanced  in  life.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  his  extenfive  knowledge,  his 
quicknefs  and  force  of  mind,  his  vivacity  and  richnefs  of  expreifion,  his  wit 
and  humour,  and  above  all  his  poignancy  of  farcafm,  would  have  had  great  "^ 

cffe6t  in  a  popular  aflembly ;  and  that  the  magnitude  of  his  figure,  and  ftriking 
peculiarity  of  his  manner,  would  hav«  aided  die  effefb.  But  I  remember  it 
was  obfenrtd  by  Mn  Flood,  that  Johnibn  having  been  kmg  ufed  to  fenten- 
60m  brevity  and  the  ihort  flights  of  converfaiion,  might  have  failed  in  that 
continued  and  expanded  kind  of  argument,  which  is  requifite  in  ftating  com- 
plicated matters  in  publick  ipeaking ;  and  as  a  proof  of  this  he  mendoned 
the  ilippofed  Ipeeches  in  Parliament  written  by  him  for  die  magazine,  none  of 
which,  in  his  opinion,  were  at  all  like  real  debates.  The  opinion  of  one  who 
is  himfelf  fo  eminent  an  orator,  mufl  be  allowed  to  have  great  weight.  It 
was  confirmed  by  Sir  William  Scott,  who  mentioned,  that  Johnfbn  had  told 
him,  that  he  had  feveral  times  tried  to  fpeak  in  die  Society  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  but  "  had  found  he  could  not  get  on."  From  Mr.  William  Gerard 
Hamilton  I  have  heard,  that  Johnibn,  i?dien  obierving  to  him  that  it  was 
prudent  for  a  man  who  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  ipeak  in  publick  to  begin 
his  ipeech  in  as  fimple  a  manner  as  poifible^  acknowledged  that  he  rofe  in  that 

Yy  2  fociety 
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1771.     fecicty  to  deliver  a  fpeech  which  he  had  prepared;   *^but  (faid  he,)' alT 
'^f^^  my  flowers  of  oratory  forfook  me,"    I  however  cannot  help  wifliing,  that 
he  bad  "tried  his  hand"  in  parliaments   and  I  wonder  that  miniftry  did 
not  make  the  experiment, 

I  at  length  renewed  a  corre^ondence  which  had  been  too  long  difcontinued : 

To  Dr.  Johnson. 

^*  My  dear  Sir,  Edinburgh,  April  18,  1771. 

"  I  c  A  N  now  fully  underftand  thofe  intervals  of  filence  in  your  cor- 
rdpohdence  widi  me,'  which  have  often  given  me  anxiety  and  uneafincfi  ;  for 
although  I  am  confcious  that  my  veneration  and  love  for  Mr,  Johnfon  have 
never  in  the  leaft  abated,  yet  I  have  deferred  for  almoft  a  year  and  a  half  to 
write  to  him." 

In  the  fubfequent  part  of  this  letter,  I  gave  him  an  account  of  my  com- 
fortable life  as  a  married  man,  and  a  lawyer  in  praftice  at  the  Scotch  bar; 
invited  him  to  Scodand,  and  promifed  to  attend  him  to  the  Highlands,^  and 
Hebrides.. 

To  James  BoswEtL,   E/q. 

*'  Dear  Sir, 

«  I F  you  are  now  able  to  comprehend  that  I  might  negleft  to  write 
without  diminution  of  aiFe<5tion,  you  hav^  taught  me,  likewiie^  how  that 
jiegleft  may  be  uneafdy  felt  without  refentment*  I  wilhed  for  your  letter  a  long 
time,  and  when  it  came,  it  amply  recompenfed  the  delay.  I  never  was  fo 
much  pleafed  as  now  with  your  account  of  yourfelf i  and  fincerely  hope,  that 
between  publick  bufinefs,  improving  ftudies,  and  domeftick  pleafures,  nei- 
ther melancholy  nor  caprice  will  find  any  place  for  entrance.  Whatever  philo* 
fophy  may  determine  o(  material  nature,  it  is  certainly  true  of  intellcftual 
jiature,  that  it  aihors  a  vacuum :  our  minds  cannot  be  empty  j  and  evil  will 
break  in  upon  them>  if  they  are  not  pre-occupied  by  good*  My  dear  Sir, 
mind  your  ftudies,  mind  your  bufinels,  make  your  lady  happy,  and  be  a  good 
Chriftian.     After  this,, 


triJUtiam  et  metus^ 


'  Trades  protervis  in  mare  Creticum 
^  Fortare  ventis^ 
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**  If  we  perform  our  duty,  we  fliall  be  fafe  and  fteady,  *  Svoefer^  iiQ.  whether     1771. 
we  climb  the  Highlands,  or  are  toft  among  the  Hebrides ;  *  and  I  hope  the  sm^^ 
time  will  come  when  we  may  try  our  powers  both  with  cliffs  and  water.     I- 
fee  but  little  of  Lord  Elibank,  I  know  not  why ;  perhaps  by  my  own  fault. 
I  am  this  day  gomg  into  Staffordfhire  and  Derbyfhire  for  fix  weeks*     I 
am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  affedbionate 

"  And  moft  humble  fervant, 
«  London,  June 20,  1771.  Sam.  Johnson.** 

^0  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds^  in  Lcicefter-fields. 

«  Dear  Sir,  ' 

'*  WHEN  I  came  to  Lichfield,  I  found  that  my  portrait  had  been 
much  vifited,  and  much  admired.  Every  man  has  a  lurking  wifli  to  appear 
confiderable  in  his  native  place  j  and  I  was  pleafed  with  the  dignity  conferred 
by  fuch  a  teftimony  of  your  regard. 

**  Be  pleafed,  therefore,  to  accept  the  thanks  ofi  Sir, 

*^  Your  moft  obliged 

"  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

•' Aftiboum  in  DcAyihiie,  SaM.  JohnSON, 

July  17,  1771.  ^  ' 

**  Compliments  to  Mifs  Rejmolds.** 

Ji  Dr.  Johnson. 

"  My  dear  Sir,  Edinburgh,  July 27,  177% 

"THE  bearer  of  this,  Mr.  Beattie,  Profcflbr  of  Moral  Philofophy 
at  Aberdeen,  is  defirous  of  being  introduced  to  your  acquaintance.  His  genius 
and  learning,  and  labours  in  the  fervice  of  virtue  and  religion,  render  him 
very  worthy  of  it  j  and  as  he  has  a  high  efteem  of  your  character,  1  hope 
you  will  give  him  a  favourable  reception.     I  ever  am,  &c. 

**  James  Boswell." 

In  OAober  I  again  wrote  to  him,  thanking  him  for  his  laft  letter,  and  his 
obliging  reception  of  Mr.  Beattie ;  informing  him  that  I  had  been  at  Alnwick 
lately,  and  had  good  accounts  of  him  from  Dr.  Percy. 

In  his  religious  record  of  this  year,  we  obferve  that  he  was  better  than 
ufualj  both  in  body  and  mind,  and  better  iatisfied  with  the  regularity  of  his 

conduft* 
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conduft.  But  he  is  ftill  '^  trying  his  ways"  too  rigoronflf .  He  charges  Mm* 
felf  with  not  rifing  eaiiy  enough ;  yet  he  mendons  what  was  ftn-ely  a  fufficient 
cxcufi:  for  this,  fuppocfing  it  to  be  a  duty  ferioufly  requii^,  as  he  all  his  fife 
appears  to  hare  thought  it.  ^*  One  great  Jundrance  is  warn  of  reft  -,  my  noc- 
turnal complaints  grow  leis  troublefome  towards  morning ;  and  I  am  tempted 
to  repair  the  deficiencies  of  the  night '.''  Alas !  how  hard  would  it  be  if  this 
indulgence  were  to  be  impiMd  to  a  fick  man  as  a  crime.  In  his  retrofpedt 
on  the  following  Eafter  Eve,  he  lays,  "  When  I  review  the  laft  year,  I  am 
able  to  recoUeft  ib  litde  done,  that  (hame  and  ibrraw»  though  perhaps  too 
weakly,  come  upon  me."'  Had  he  been  judging  of  any  one  elfe  in  the  fame 
circumftances,  how  clear  would  he  have  been  on  the  &vourable  fide.  How 
very  difficult,  and  in  my  opinion  almoft  conflitutionally  impoffible  it  was  for 
him  to  be  raifed  early,  even  by  the  ftrongeil  refblutions,  appears  from  a  note 
in  one  of  his  little  paper  books,  (containing  words  arranged  for  his  Di6tionary,) 
written,  1  fuppofe,  about  17  S3'  "  I  do  not  remember  that  fince  I  left  Oxford* 
I  ever  rofe  early  by  mere  choice,  but  once  or  twice  at  Edialj  and  two  or  three 
times  for  the  Rambler/'  I  think  he  had  fair  ground  enough  to  have  quieted 
his  mind  on  this  fubjed,  by  concluding  that  he  was  phyfically  incapable  of 
what  is  at  bed  but  a  commodious  regulation. 
1772.  In  1772  he  was  altogether  quiefcent  as  an  authour;  but  it  will  be  £>und, 
from  die  various  evidences  which  I  (hall  bring  together,  that  his  mind  was 
acute,  lively,  and  vigorous. 

To  Sir  Joshua  RsrifOLDS. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

^<  B  E  pleafed  to  fend  to  Mr.  Banks,  whole  place  of  rcfidence  I  do 
not  know,  this  note,  which  I  have  fent  open,  that^  if  you  pleafe^  you  may 
read  it. 

**  When  you  fend  it>  do  not  uie  your  own  leal. 

«  I  am.  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  hun^le  fervant, 
«  reK«7,  1771.  Sam.  Johnson.** 


'  Fnjen  aad  Meditadou,  p.  loi. 
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To  Joseph  BankSj  Efq. 

**  Perpitua  amhitd  bis  terra  pramia  laEtis 
«  Hac  babet  aUrici  Cafrajecmda  Jovu  \*' 

^  Sir, 

^*  I  RETURN  thanks  to  you  and  to  Dr.  Solander  for  the  pleaflire 
which  I  received  in  yefterday's  converlation.  I  could  not  recolledt  a  motto 
for  your  Goat,  but  have  given  her  one.  You,  Sir,  may  perhaps  have  an  epick 
poem  from  fome  happier  pen  than^  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

«'  Johnfon's-court,  Fleet.  S A M.  J O H NS O N.'* 

ftrect,  Feb.  27, 1772. 

To  Dr.  Johnson. 

"  My  dear  Sir,  Edinborgh.  March  5, 1772, 

^^  IT  is  hard  that  I  cannot  prevail  on  you  to  write  to  me  ofiener. 
But  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  in  vain  to  expeA  from  you  a  private  cor- 
reipondence  with  any  r^ularity.  I  muft,  therefore,  look  upon  you  as  a  foun* 
tain  of  wiidom,  from  whence  few  rills  are  communicated  to  a  diftance,  and 
which  muil  be  approached  at  its  fource,  to  partake  fully  of  its  virtues. 

'M  am  coming  to  London  fbon,  and  am  to  appear  in  an  appeal  from  the 
Court  of  Sefiion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  A  ichoolmafter  in  Scotland  was,  by 
a  court  of  inferiour  juriidiftion,  deprived  of  his  office  for  beii^  fomewhat 
ievere  in  the  chaftiiement  of  his  fcfaolars.  The  Court  of  Selfion  confidering 
it  to  be  dangerous  to  the  intereft  of  learnmg  and  education  to  lellen  the  dig* 
nity  of  teachers,  and  make  them  afi-aid  of  too  indulgent  parents,  inftigated 
by  the  complaints  of  their  children,  reftored  him.  His  enemies  have  appealed 
to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  though  the  falary  is  only  twenty  pounds  a  year.  I 
was  Counfel  for  him  here.  I  hope  there  will  be  little  fear  of  a  reverfel ; 
but  I  muft  beg  to  have  your  aid  in  my  plan  of  iupporting  the  decree.  It  is  a 
general  queftion,  and  not  a  point  of  particular  law. 

^  I  am,  &c. 

«<  Jamis  BOSWKLI..'* 

*  Thus  tianflated  by  a  friend  : 

«'  In  fame  fcarce  fecond  to  the  norfe  of  Jove, 
'<  This  Goat,  who  twice  the  wodd  had  traten'd  xootd, 

**  Dcferving  both  her  mailer's  care  and  love, 
«*  £a(c  and  perpetual  pafittie  now  hat  fonod." 

r0 
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To  James  BoswstLj  E/q. 

*^  Dbar  Sir, 

"  THAT  you  arc  coming  fo  foon  to  town  I  am  very  glad  j  and  fliU 
more  glad  that  you  arc  coming  as  an  advocate.  I  think  nothing  more  likely  to 
make  your  life  pafs  happily  away,  than  that  confcioufnefs  of  your  own  value 
which  eminence  in  your  profeffion  will  certainly  confer.  If  1  can  give  you 
any  collateral  help,  I  hope  you  do  not  fufpeft  that  it  will  be  wanting.  My 
kindnefs  for  you  has  neither  the  merit  of  Angular  virtue,  nor  the  reproach  of 
fuigular  prejudice.  Whether  to  love  you  be  right  or  wrong,  I  have  many 
on  my  fide :  Mrs.  Thrale  loves  you,  and  Mrs.  Williams  loves  you,  and  what 
<j;vould  have  inclined  me  to  love  you,  if  I  had  been  neutral  before,  you  are  a 
great  favourite  of  Dr.  Beattie, 

<^  Of  Dr.  Beattie  I  fhould  have  thought  much,  but  that  his  lady  puts  him 
out  of  my  head :  (he  is  a  very  lovely  woman. 

"  The  ejcftion  which  you  come  hither  to  oppofe,  appears  very  cruel,  un- 
rcafonable,  and  oppreflive.  I  ihould  think  there  could  not  be  much  doubt  of 
your  fuccefs. 

**  My  health  grows  better,  yet  I  am  not'  folly  recovered.  I  believe  it  is 
held,  that  men  do  not  recover  very  faft  after  threefcore.  I  hope  yet  to  fee 
Beattie's  College :  and  have  not  given  up  the  weftern  voyage.  But  however 
all  this  may  be  or  not,  let  us  try  to  make  each  other  happy  when  we  meet, 
and  not  refer  our  pleafure  to  diftant  times  or  diftant  places. 

**  How  comes  it  that  yoii  tell  me  nothing  of  your  lady  ?  I  hope  to  fee 
her  fome  time,  and  till  then  fhall  be  glad  to  hear  of  her. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c, 

'•  March  15,  1772,  Sam.  Johnson.** 

'  ^0  BONNET  Langton,  Efy.  fteoT  Spiljbyy  Lincoln/hire^ 

*^  Dear  Sir, 

*^  I  CONGRATULATE  you  and  Lady  Rothes'  on  your  little  man,  and 
hope  you  will  all  be  many  years  happy  together. 

"  Poor  Mifi  Langton  can  have  little  part  in  the  joy  of  her  family.  She 
this  day  called  her  aunt  Langton  to  receive  the  facrament  with  her  j  and  made 

'  Mr.  Langton  married  the  Countds  Dowager  of  Rothes. 

me 
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me  talk  y«fterday  on  fuch  fubjefts  as  fuit  her  condition.     It  will  probably  be      »77*- 
her  viaticum.     I  furcly  need  not  mention  again  that  fhe  wiflies  to  fee  her  ^uu  63! 
mother.    I  am>  Sir^ 

^*  Your  moft  humble  fervan^ 

^'  March  14, 1 772.  Sam.  Johnso n.'* 

On  the  2ift  of  March,  I  was  happy  to  find  myfelf  again  in  my  friend's 
ftudy,  and  was  glad  to  fee  my  old  acquaintance  Mr.  Francis  Barber,  who  was 
now  returned  home.  Dr.  Johnfon  received  me  with  a  hearty  welcome,  faying, 
**  I  am  glad  you  are  come,  and  glad  you  are  come  upon  fuch  an  errand,'* 
(alluding  to  the  caufe  of  the  fchoolmafter.)  Boswell.  "  I  hope.  Sir,  he  will 
be  in  no  danger.  It  is  a  very  delicate  matter  to  interfere  between  a  mafter 
and  his  fcholars :  nor  do  I  fee  how  you  can  fix  the  degree  of  fcverity  that  a 
mafter  may  ufe."  Johnson.  *^  Why,  Sir,  till  you  fix  the  degree  of  obftinacy 
and  negligence  of  the  fcholars,  you  cannot  fix  the  degree  of  feverity  of  the 
mafter.  Severity  muft  be  continued  until  obftinacy  be  fubdued,  and  negli- 
gence be  cured."  He  mentioned  the  feverity  of  Hunter,  his  own  mafter. 
'*  Sir,  (faid  I,)  Hunter  is  a  Scotch  name :  fb  it  fhould  feem  this  fchoolmafter 
Y^ho  beat  you  {o  feverely  was  a  Scotchman.  I  can  now  account  for  your 
prejudice  againft  the  Scotch."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  he  was  not  Scotch  j  and, 
abating  his  brutality,  he  was  a  very  good  mafter." 

We  talked  of  his  two  political  pamphlets,  "  The  Falfe  Alarm,"  and 
*«  Thoughts  concerning  Falkland's  Iflands."  Johnson.  "Well,  Sir,  which  of 
them  did  you  think  the  beft  ?"  Boswell.  *^  I  liked  the  fecond  beft."  Johnson. 
«  Why,  Sir,  I  liked  die  firft  beft ;  and  Beattie  liked  the  firft  beft.  Sir, 
there  is  a  fubdety  of  difquifidon  in  the  firft,  that  is  worth  all  the  fire  of  the 
fecond."  Boswell.  "  Pray,  Sir,  is  it  true  that  Lord  North  paid  you  a  vifit, 
and  that  you  got  two  hundred  a  year  in  addition  to  your  penfion  ?"  Johnson. 
*^  No,  Sir.  Except  what  I  had  from  the  bookfeller,  I  did  not  get  a  farthing 
by  them.  And,  between  you  and  me,  I  believe  Lord  North  is  no  friend  to 
me."  Boswell.  *'  How  fo.  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you  cannot 
account  for  the  fancies  of  men. — ^Well,  how  does  Lord  Elibank  ?  and 
how  does  Lord  Monboddo  ?"  Boswell.  "  Very  well.  Sir.  Lord  Mon- 
boddo  ftill  maintains  the  fuperiority  of  the  favage  life."  Johnson.  "  What 
ftrange  narrovmefs  of  mind  now  is  that,  to  think  the  things  we  have 
not  known  are  better  than  the  things  which  we  have  known."  Boswell. 
*'  Why,  Sir,  that  is  a  common  prejudice."    Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir ;   but  a 

Z  2  common 
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common  prejudice  fhould  not  be  found  in  one  whofe  trade  it  iS  to  rectify 


crrour." 


A  gentleman  having  come  in  who  was  to  go  as  a  Mate  in  the  fliip  along 
with  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander,  Dr.  Johnfon  aiked  what  were  the  names  of 
the  fliips  deftined  for  the  expedition.  The  gentleman  anfwered,  they  were 
once  to  be  called  the  Drake  and  the  Raleigh,  but  now  they  were  to  be 
called  the  Refolution  and  the  Adventure.  Johnson.  "  Much  better;  for  had 
the  Raleigh  returned  without  going  round  the  world,  it  would  have  been 
ridiculous.  To  give  them  the  names  of  the  Drake  and  the  Raleigh  was 
laying  a  trap  for  fatire."  Boswell.  "  Had  not  you  fome  defire  to  go  upon 
4:his  expedition.  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why  yes  i  but  I  foon  laid  it  afide.  Sir, 
there  is  very  little  of  intelleftual  in  the  courfe.  Befides,  I  fee  but  at  a  fmall 
diftance.  So  it  was  not  worth  my  while  to  go  to  fee  birds  fly,  which  I  fhould 
not  have  feen  fly;  and  fifhes  fwim,  which  I  fhould  not  have  feen  fwim." 

The  gendeman  being  gonCj  and  Dr.  Johnfon  having  left  the  room  for  fome 
time,  a  debate  arofe  between  the  Reverend  Mr.  Stockdale  and  Mrs.  Definou- 
lins,  whether  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander  were  entitled  to  any  fhare  of  glory 
from  their  expedition.  When  Dr.  Johnfon  returned  to  us,  I  told  him  the 
fubjeft  of  their  difpute.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  it  was  properly  for  botany 
that  they  went  out :  I  believe  they  thought  only  of  culling  of  fimples." 

I  thanked  him  for  ihewing  civilities  to  Beattie.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  fhould 
thank  you.  We  all  love  Beattie.  Mrs.  Thrale  fays,  if  ever  fhe  has  another 
hufband,  fhe'U  have  Beattie.  He  funk  upon  us  that  he  was  married  j  elfe  we 
fhould  have  fhewn  his  lady  more  civilities.  She  is  a  very  fine  woman.  But 
how  can  you  fhew  civilities  to  a  non-entity  ?  I  did  not  think  he  had  been 
married.  Nay,  I  did  not  think  about  it  one  way  or  other  -,  but  he  did  not 
tell  us  of  his  lady  till  late." 

He  then  fpoke  of  St.  Kilda,  the  moil  remote  of  the  Hebrides.  I  told  him, 
I  thought  of  buying  it.  Johnson.  "  Pray  do,  Sir.  We  fhall  go  and  pafs  a 
winter  amid  the  blafb  there.  We  fhall  have  fine  fifli,  and  we  fhall  take 
fome  dried  tongues  with  us,  and  fome  books.  We  fhall  have  a  ftrong  built 
veflTel,  and  fome  Orkney  men  to  navigate  her.  We  mufl  build  a  tolerable 
houfe :  but  we  may  carry  with  us  a  wooden  houfe  ready  made,  and  requiring 
nothing  but  to  be  put  up.  Confider,  Sir,  by  buying  St.  Kilda,  you  may  keep 
the  people  from  falling  into  worfe  hands.  We  mufl  give  them  a  clergyman, 
and  he  fhall  be  one  of  Beattie's  choofing.  He  fhall  be  educated  at  Martfchal 
College,  ril  be  your  Lord  Chancellor,  or  what  you  pleafe."  Boswell* 
"  Are  you  ferious.  Sir,  in  advifing  me  to  buy  St.  Kilda  ?   for  if  you  fhould 
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advife  mc  to  go  to  Japan,  I  believe  I  fhould  do  it."    Johnson.  ^*  Why  yes. 
Sir,  I  am  ferious."    Boswbll.  "  Why  then  Fll  fee  what  can  be  done."" 

I  gave  him  an  account  of  the  two  parties  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  thofc 
for  fupporting  the  rights  of  patrons^  independent  of  the  people,  and  thofc 
againft  it.  Johnson.  "  It  fhould  be  fettled  one  way  or  other.  I  cannot  wilh 
well  to  a  popular  eledtion  of  the  clergy,  when  I  confider  that  it  occafions  fuch 
animofities,  fuch  unworthy  courting  of  the  people,  fuch  flanders  between  the 
contending  parties,  and  other  difadvantages.  It  is  enough  to  allow  the  people  to 
remonftrate  againft  the  nomination  of  a.  minifter  for  foHd  reafons ;"  (I  fuppofe 
he  meant  herefy  or  immorality.)  He  was  engaged  to  dine  abroad,  and  aflced 
me  to  return  to  him  in  the  evening  at  nine,  which  I  accordingly  did. 

We  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams,  who  told  us  a  ftory  of  fecond  fight, 
which  happened  in  Wales  where  ftie  was  born. — ^He  liftened  to  it  very  atten- 
tively, and  faid  he  (hould  be  glad  to  have  fome  inftances  of  that  faculty  well 
authenticated.  His  elevated  wifli  for  more  and  more  evidence'  for  fpirit,  in 
oppofition  to  the  groveling  belief  of  materialifm,  led  him  to  a  love  of  fuch 
myfterious  difquifitions.  He  again  juftly  obferved,  that  we  could  have  no 
<;ertainty  of  the  truth  of  fupernatural  appearances,  unlefe  fomething  was  told 
•us  which  we  could  not  know  by  ordinary  nieans,  or  fomething  done  which 
could  not  be  done  but  by  fupematufal  power ;  that  Pharaoh  in  reafon  and 
juftice  required  fuch  evidence  from  Mofes ;  nay,  that  our  Saviour  faid,  *^  If  I  had 
not  done  among  them  the  works  which  none  other  man  did,  they  had  not  had 
fin."  He  had  faid  in  the  morning,  that  "  Macaulay's  Hiftory  of  St.  Kilda,"  was 
very  wcU  written,  except  fome  foppery  about  liberty  and  flavcry.  I  mentioned 
to  him  that  Macaulay  told  me,  he  was  advifed  to  leave  out  of  his  book  the 
wonderful  ftory  that  upon  the  approach  of  a  ftfanger  all  the  inhabitants  catch 
oold ;  but  that  it  had  been  fo  well  authenticated,  he  determined  to  retain  it. 
Johnson.  *^  Sir,  to  leave  things  out  of  a  bopk,  merely  becaufe  people  tell 
you  they  will  not  be  believed,  is  meannefs.  Macaulay  adted  with  more 
magnanimity.'' 

Wc  talked  of  the  Roman  Catholick  religion,  and  how  little  difference  there 
was  in  cfTential  matters  between  ours  and  it.  Johnson.  "  True,  Sir :  all 
denominations  of  Chriftians  have  really  litde  difference  in  point  of  doftrine, 
though  they  may  differ  widely  in  external  forms.  There  is  a  prodigious  dif- 
ference between  the  external  form  of  one  of  your  Prefbyterian  churches  in 
Scotland,  and  a  church  in  Italy ;  yet  the  doftrine  taught  is  effentially  the  fame.' ' 

I  mentioned  the  petition  to  Parliamqut  for  removing  the  fubfcription  to  the 
Thirty-nine  Articles.    Johnson.  «  It  was  foon  thrown  out.    Sir,  they  talk 
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'77*'  of  not  making  boys  at  the  Univerfity  fubfcribe  to  what  they  do  not  under- 
^tat^  63 .  ft^d  5  ^^^  ^^y  ought  to  confidcr,  that  our  Univerfities  were  founded  to  bring 
up  members  for  the  Church  of  England,  and  we  muft  not  fupply  our  enemies 
with  arms  from  our  arfenal.  No,  Sir,  the  meaning  of  fubfcribing  is,  not  that 
they  fully  underftand  all  the  articles,  but  that  they  will  adhere  to  the  Church 
of  England.  Now  take  it  in  this  way,,  and  fuppofe  that  they  fliould  only  fub- 
fcribe their  adherence  to. the  Church  of  England^i  there  would  be  flill  the  fame 
difficulty  J  for  ItiU  the  young  men  would  be  fubfcribing  to  what  they  do  not 
underftand.  For  if  you  fhould  afk  them^  what  do  you  mean  by  the  Church 
of  England  ?  Do  you  know  in  what  it  differs  from  the  Prcfbyterian  Church  ? 
from  the  Romilh  Church  I  from  the  Greek  Church  ?  from  the  Coptick 
Church  ?  they  co\Jd  not  tell  you*  So^  Sir,,  it  comes  to  the  fame  thing. 
BoswELL*  "  But,  Sir,  would  it  not  be  fofiicient  to  fubfcribe  the  Bible  ? 
Johnson.  "  Why  no,.  Sir ;.  for  all  fefts  will  fubfcribe  the  Bible  ^  nay,  the 
Mahometans  will  fubfcribe  the  Bible,  for  the  Mahometans  acknowledge  Jbsus^ 
Christ,  as  weU  as  Mofes,  but  maintain  that  Goo  fent  Mahomet  as  a  ftillp 
greater  prophet  than  either.'* 

I  mentioned  the  motion  to  abolifii  the  £s&  of  the  joA  of  January. 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  I  could  have  wifhed  that  it  had  been  a  temporary  aft, 
perhaps,  to  have  expired  with  the  century.  I  am  againfl  abofifhing  it  j  becaufe 
that  would  be  declaring  it  was  wro^g  to  eflabUfh  it  i  but  I  fhould  have  no  objec- 
tion to  make  an  a6b,  continuing  it  for  another  century,  and  then  letting  it  expire." 

H-e  difapproved  of  the  Royal  Marriage  Bill ;  "  Becaufe  (laid  he,)  I  would 
not  have  the  people  think  that  the  validity  of  marriage  depends  on  the  will  of 
man,  or  that  the  right  of  a  King  depends  on  the  will  of  man.  I  fhould  not 
have  been  againft  making  the  marriage  of  any  of  the  royal  £utnily,  without  the 
approbation  of  King  and  Parliament,  hi^ly  criminal*'*' 

In  the  morning  we  had  talked  of  old  families,  and  the  re^efl:  due  to  them. 
Johnson..  "  Sir,  you  have  a  right  to  tha»t  kind  of  refpeft^  and  are  arguing  for 
yourfclf  I  am  for  fupporting  the  principle,  and  am  difmterefled  in^  doix^  it^. 
as  I  have  no  fuch  right.'*  Boswell.  "  Why,.  Sir,  it  is  one.  moret  ihcitennent 
to  a  man  to  do  well."  Johnson..  "  Yes,  Sir,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  opinion,;  very^ 
necefiary  to  keep  fociety  together.  What  i«  it  but  opinion,  by  which  we» 
have  a  refpeft  for  authority,  that  prevents  us,,  who  are  the  rabble,  from  rifing* 
up  and  pulling  down  you  who  are  gentlemen  from  your  places,,  and  faying,. 
«  We  will  be  gentlemen  in  our  turn  ?'  Now,  Sir,  that  refpcft  for  authority  is. 
much  more  cafily  granted  to  a  man  whofe  father  has  had  it,  than  to  anupflart, 
and  fo  Society  is  more  eafily  fupportcd/*  Boswell.  "Perhaps,  Sir,  it  might ba 
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done  by  the  reipeft  belonging  to  office,  as  among  the  Romans,  where  the  drefs, 
the  togay  infpired  reverence."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  we  know  very  litde  about  jEjat".  6t[ 
the  Romans.  But,  furely,  it  is  much  eafier  to  refpedt  a  man  who  has  always 
had  refped,  than  to  refpedt  a  man  who  we  know  was  laft  year  no  better  than 
ourfelves,  and  will  be  no  better  next  year.  In  republicks  th^re  is  not  a  refpeft 
for  authority,  but  a  fear  of  power."  Boswell,  "  At  prefent.  Sir,  I  think 
riches  feem  to  gain  moft  relpeft."  Johnson.  **  No,  Sir,  riches  do  not  gain 
hearty  relpeft ;  they  only  procure  external  attention.  A  very  rich  man,  from 
low  beginnings,  may  buy  his  eleftion  in  a  borough  5  but,  ceteris  paribus j  a 
man  of  family  will  be  preferred.  People  will  prefer  a  man  for  whofe  father 
their  fathers  have  voted,  though  they  fhould  get  no  more  money,  or  even 
lels.  That  fhews  that  the  relpeft  for  family  is  not  merely  fanciful,  but  has  an 
aAual  operation.  If  gendemen  of  family  would  allow  the  rich  upftarts  to 
fpend  their  money  profiifcly,  which  they  are  ready  enough  to  do,  and  not  vie 
with  them  in  expence,  the  upflarts  would  foon  be  at  an  end,  and  the  gentle- 
men would  remain :  but  if  the  gentlemen  will  vie  in  expence  with  the  upflarts, 
which  is  very  foolifh^  they  muft  be  ruined.." 

I  gave  him  an  account  of  the  excellent  mimickry  of  a  friend  of  mine  in 
Scod^d  J  obfeiying,  at  the  fame  time,  that  fome  people  thought  it  a  very 
mean  thing.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  it  is  making  a  very  mean  ufe  of  a  man's 
powers.  But  to  be  a  good  mimick,  requires  great  powers,  great  acutenefs  of 
obfervation,  great  retention  of  what  is  obferved,  and  great  pliancy  of  organs, 
to  reprefent  what  is  obferved.  I  remember  a  lady  of  quality  in  this  town. 
Lady  — — —  ,  who  was  a  wonderful  mimick,  and  ufed  to  make  me 

laugh  immoderately.  I  have  heard  fhe  is  now  gone  mad."  Boswell.  ^^  It 
is  amazing  how  a  mimick  can  not  only  give  you  the  geflures  and  voice  of  a 
perfon  whom  he  reprefents  j  but  even  what  a  perfon  would  fay  on  any  parti- 
cular fubjeft."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you  are  to  confider  diat  the  manner 
and  fome  particular  phrafes  of  a  perfon  do  muck  to  imprefs  you  with  an 
idea  of  him,  and  you  are  not  furc  that  he  would  fay  what  the  mimick  fays 
in  his  charafter."  Boswell.  *^  I  don't  think  Foote  a  good  mimick.  Sir." 
Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  his  imitations  arc  not  like.  He  gives  you  fomething 
different  from  himfelf,  but  not  the  charafter  which  he  means  to  aflume.  He 
goes  out  of  himfelf  without  going  into  other  people.  He  cannot  take  off 
any  perfon  unlefs  he  is  very  flrongly  marked,  fuch  as  George  Faulkner.  He 
is  like  a  painter,  who  can  draw  the  portrait  of  a  man  who  has  a  wen  upon  his. 
face,  and  who,  therefore,  is  eafily  Jcnown.     If  a  man  hops  upon  one  leg,. 

Foote  can  hop  upon  one  leg.     But  he  has  not  that  nipc  difcriminarion  which. 
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jrour  friend  fecms  to  poflefs.    Foote  is,  however,  very  entertaining,  with  a 
kind  of  converfation  between  wit  and  buffoonery/* 

On  Monday,  March  aj,  I  found  him  bufy,  preparing  a  fourth  edition  of 
his  folio  Diftionary.  Mr.  Peyton,  one  of  his  original  amanuenfes,  was  writing 
for  him.  I  put  him  in  mind  of  a  meaning  of  the  word  fidey  which  he  had 
omitted*,  viz.  relationftiip ;  as,  father's  fide,  mother's  fide.  He  inferted  it.  I 
afked  him  if  humiliating  was  a  good  word.  He  faid,  he  had  feen  it  frequendy 
ufed,  but  he  did  not  know  it  to  be  legitimate  Englifh.  He  would  not  admit 
civilization^  but  only  civility.  With  great  deference  to  him,  I  thought  riwV/- 
zationy  from  to  civilize,  better  in  the  fenfe  oppofed  to  barbarity ,  than  civility, 
as  it  is  better  to  have  a  diftinft  word  for  each  fenfe,  than  one  word  with  two 
fcnfcs,  which  civility  is,  in  his  way  of  ufing  it. 

He  feemed  bufy  about  fome  fort  of  chymical  operation.  I  was  entertained 
by  obfcrving  how  he  contrived  to  fend  Mr.  Peyton  on  an  errand,  without 
ieeming  to  degrade  him.  **  Mr.  Peyton, — ^Mr.  Peyton,— will  you  be  fo  good 
as  to  take  a  walk  to  Temple-bar  ?  You  will  there  fee  a  chymift's  fliop ; 
at  which  you  will  be  pleafcd  to  buy  for  me  an  ounce  of  oil  of  vitriol ;  not 
Ipirit  of  vitriol,  but  oil  of  vitriol.  It  will  coft  three  half-pence."  Peyton  im- 
mediately went,  and  returned  with  it,  and  told  him  it  coft  but  a  penny. 

I  then  reminded  him  of  the  fchoolmafter's  caufe,  and  propofed  to  read  to 

him  the  printed  papers  concerning  it.  "  No,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  can  read  quicker 

than  I  can  hear."     So  he  read  them  to  himfelf. 

,  After  he  had  read  for  fome  time,  we  were  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of 

^  Mr.  Kriftrom,  a  Swede,  who  was  tutor  to  fome  young  gentlemen  in  the  city. 

He  told  me,  that  there  was  a  very  good  Hlftory  of  Sweden,  by  Daline* 
Having  at  that  time  an  intention  of  writing  the  hiftory  of  that  country,  I  afked 
Dr.  Johnfon  whether  one  might  write  a  hiftory  of  Sweden  without  going 
thither.  "  Yes,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  one  for  common  ufe." 
We  talked  of  languages.  Johnfon  obferved,  that  Leibnitz  had  made  fome 
\  progrefs  in  a  work,  tracing  all  languages  up  to  the  Hebrew.     "  Why,  Sir, 

(faid  he,)  you  would  not  imagine  that  the  French  yV«r,  day,  is  derived  from 
.  the  Latin  dies,  and  yet  nothing  is  more  certain ;  and  the  intermediate  fteps  are 
very  clear.  From  dies,  comes  diumus.  Diu  is,  by  inaccurate  ears  or  inaccu* 
rate  pronunciation,  eafily  confounded  with  giu ;  then  the  Italians  form  a  fob- 
ftantive  of  the  abladve  of  an  adjedtive,  and  thence  giumo.  Or,  as  they  make  it, 
giorno',  which  is  readily  contrafted  imo  giour,  or  jour.''  He  obferved,  that 
ithe  Bohemian  language  was  true  Sclavonkk.    The  Swede  iaid,  it  had  fome 
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fimllarity  with  the  German.     Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  to  be  ftsi^y  fuch  parts      '77*« 
of  Sclavonia  as  confine  with  Germany,  will  borrow  German  words ;  and  llich  ^tar.  6j. 
parts  as  confine  with  Tartary,  will  borrow  Tartar  words/' 

He  faid,  he  never  had  it  properly  afcertained  that  the  Scotch  Highlanders 
and  the  Irifh  underftood  each  other,  I  told  him  that  my  coufin  Colonel 
Graham,  of  the  Royal  Highlanders,  whom  I  met  at  Drogheda,  told  me  they 
did.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  the  Highlanders  underftood  Irifh,  why  tranflate  the' 
New  Teftament  into  Erfe,  as  was  done  lately  at  Edinburgh,  when  there  is 
an  Irifh  tranflation  ?'*  Boswell.  "  Although  the  Erfe  and  Irifh  are  both 
dialefts  of  the  fame  language,  there  may  be  a  good  deal  of  diverfity  between 
them,  as  between  the  different  dialedls  in  Italy.— The  Swede  went  away,  and 
Mr.  Johnfon  continued  his  reading  of  the  papers*  I  faid,  "  I  am  afraid.  Sir, 
it  is  troublefome  to  you."  "  Why,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  do  not  take  much 
delight  in  it ;  bur  FU  go  through  it.*' 

We  went  to  the  Mitre,  and  dined  in  the  room  whtre  he  and  I  firft  fupped 
together.  He  gave  me  great  hopes  of  my  caufe.  **  Sir,  (faid  he,)  the 
government  of  a  fchoolmafter  is  fomewhat  of  the  natufe  of  military  govern- 
ment i  that  is  to  fay,  it  muft  be  arbitrary^  it  muft'be  exercifed  by  the  will  of  . 
one  man,  according  to  particular  circumftances.  You  muft  fhew  fbme  learn- 
ing upon  this  occafion.  You  muft  fhew,  that  a  fchoolmafter  has  a  prefcriptive 
right  to  beat  j  and  that  an  aftion  of  affault  and  battery  cannot  be  admitted 
againft  him,  unlcfs  there  is  fbme  great  excefs,  fome  barbarity.  This  man 
has  maimed  none  of  his  boys.  They  are  all  left  with  the  full  exercife  of 
their  corporeal  faculties.  In  our  fchools  in  England,  many  boys  have  been 
maimed;  yet  I  never  heard  of  an  aftion  againft  a  fchoolmafter  on  that 
account.  Puffendorf,  I  think,  maintains  the  right  of  a  fchoolmafter  to  beat 
his  fcholars." 

On  Satufiday,  March  27,  I  introduced  to  him  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald,  - 
with  whom  he  had  exprelTed  a  wifh  to  be  acquainted.     He  received  him  very 
courteoufly. 

Sir  Alexander  obferved,  that  the  Chancellors  in  England  are  chofen  from  . 
views  much  inferiour  to  the  office,  being  chofen  from  temporary  political  vie\^s. 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  in  fuch  a  government  as  ours,  no  man  is  appointed 
to  an  office  becaufe  he  is  the  fitteft  for  it,  nor  hardly,  in  any  other  govern- 
ment  j  becaufe  there  are  fo  many  connexions  and  dependencies  to  be  fhidied. 
A  defpotick  prince  may  choofe  a  man  to  an  office,  merely  becaufe  he  is  the  fitteft 
for  it.  The  King  of  Pruflia  may  do  it."  Sir  A.  «  I  think,  Sir,  almoft  all  great 
lawyers,  fuch  at  Icaft  as  have  written  upon  law,  have  known  only  law,  and 
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nothing  elfe."   Johnson.  "  Why  no,  Sir  j  Judge  Hale  was  a  great  lawyer,  and 
wrote  upon  law ;  and  yet  he  knew  a  great  nniany  other  things,  and  has  written 
upon  other  things.  Seldcn  too."     Sir  A.  "  Very  true.  Sir;  and  Lord  Bacon. 
But  was  not  Lord  Coke  a  mere  lawyer  ?"     Johnson.  "  Why,  I  am  afraid  he 
was }  but  he  would  have  taken  it  very  iU  if  you  had  told  him  to.     He  would 
have  profecuted  you  for  fcandal."     Boswell.  *'  Lord  Mansftdd  is  not  a  mere 
lawyer."    Johnson.  "No,  Sir.    I  never  was  in  Lord  Mansfield's  company; 
but.  Lord  Mansfield  was  diftinguifhed  at  the  Univerfity.     Lord  Mansfield, 
when  he  came  firft  to  town,  *  drank  champagne  with  the  wits,'  as  Prior  lays. 
He  was  the  friend  of  Pope."     Sir.  A.  "  Barrifters,  I  believe,  are  not  fo 
abufive  now  as  they  were  formerly.     I  fancy  they  had  lefs  law  long  ago, 
and  fo  were  obliged  to  take  to  abufe,  to  fill  up  the  tinie.     Now  they  have 
fuch  a  number  of  precedents,  they  have  no  occafion  for  abufe."     Johnson. 
*'  Nay,  Sir,  they  had  more  law  long  ago  than  they  have  now.     As  to  pre- 
cedents, to  be  fure  they  will  increafe  in  courfe  of  time;  but  the. more  prece- 
dents there  are,  the  lefs  occafion  is  there  for  lawj  that  is  to  fay,  the  lels 
occafion  is  there  for  inveftigating  principles."     Sir  A.  "  I  have  been  cor- 
refting  feveraj  Scotch  accents  in  my  friend  Bofwell.     I  doubt,  Sir,  if  any 
Scotchman  ever  attains   to   a  perfeft  Englilh   pronunciation."     Johnson. 
**  Why,  Sir,  few  of  them  do,  becaufe  they  do  not  perfevere  after  acquiring  a 
certain  degree  of  it.     But,  Sir,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  may  attain  to 
a  perfeft  Englifli  pronunciation,  if  they  will.     We  find  how .  near  they  come 
to  iti  and  certainly,  a  man  who  conquers  nineteen  parts  of  the  Scottifh  accent, 
may  conquer  the  twentieth.     But,  Sir,  when  a  man  has  got  the  better  of  nine 
tenths,  he  grows  weary,  he  relaxes  his  diligence,  he  finds  he  has  correfted  his 
accent  fo  far  as  not  to  be  difagreeable,  and  he  no  longer  defires  his  friends  to 
tell  him  when  he  is  wrong  j  nor  does  he  choofe  to  be  told.     Sir,  when  people 
watch  me  narrowly,  and  1  do  not  watch  myfelf^  they  wiU  find  mp  out  to  be 
of  a  particular  courier  -  In  the  fame  manner.  Dunning  may  be  found  out  to 
be  a  Dejjpnfhire  man.     So  mod  Scotchmen  may  be  found  out.     But,  Sir, 
little  aberrations  are  of  no  difadvantage.     I  never  catched  Mallet  in  a  Scotch 
accent  s  and  yet  Mallet,  I  fuppofe,  was  paft  five-and-twenty  before  he  came 
to  London." 

Upon  another  occafion  I  talked  to  him  on  thisTubjeft,  having  myfelf  taken 
fome  pains  to  improve  my  pronunciation,  by  the  aid  of  the  late  Mr.  Love,  of 
Drury-lane  theatre,  when  he  was  a  player  at  Edinburgh,  and  alfo  of  old  Mn 
Sheridan.    Johnfon  faid^  to  me,  "  Sir,  your  pronunciation  is  not  offenfive." 

With 
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^ith  this  conceflion  I  was  pretty  well  latisfied;  and  let  me  give  my  country-  '772* 
men  of  North-Britain  an  advice  not  to  aim  at  abfolute  perfedtion  in  diis  refped  j  ^tai.  65, 
not  to  fpeak  High  Englijh^  as  we  are  apt  to  call  what  is  far  removed  from  the 
Scotch^  but  which  is  by  no  means  good  Englifh,  and  makes  "  the  fools  who 
ufe  it,"  truly  ridiculous.  Good  Englifh  is  plain^  eafy,  and  fmooth  in  the 
mouth  of  an  unaffefted  Englifh  gentleman.  A  fhidied  and  faftitious  pronun- 
ciation, which  requires  perpetual  attention,  and  impofes  perpetual  conflraint, 
is  exceedingly  difgufling.  A  fmall  intermixture  of  provincial  peculiarities 
may,  perhaps,  have  an  agreeable  efFeft,  as  the  notes  of  different  birds  concur 
in  the  harmony  of  the  grove,  and  pleafe  more  than  if  they  were  all  exaftly 
alike.  I  could  name  fome  gendemen  of  Ireland,  to  whom  a  flight  proportion 
of  the  accent  and-  retitative  of  that  country  is  an  advantage.  The  lame 
obfervation  will  apply  to  the  gendemen  of  Scodand.  I  do  not  mean  that 
we  fhould  fpeak  as  broad  as  a  certain  profperous  member  of  parliament  from 
that  country ;  though  it  has  been  well  obferved,  that "  it  has  been  of  no  fmall 
ufe  to  him ;  as  it  roufcs  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  by  its  uncommonnefs ; 
and  is  equal  to  tropes  and  figures  in  a  good  En^ifli  Ipeaker."  I  would 
give  as  an  inflance  of  what  I  mean  to  recommend  to  my  countrymen,  the 
pronunciarion  of  the  late  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot;  and  may  I  prefume  to  add 
that  of  the  prefent  Earl  of  Marchmont,  who  told  me,  with  great  good 
humoiir,  that  the  mafler  of  a  fhop  in  London,  where^he  was  not  known,  faid 
to  him,  "  I  fuppofe,  Sir,  you  are  an  American.*'  "  Why  fb.  Sir,"  (faid 
Jiis  Lordfhip.)  "  Becaufe,  Sir,  (replied  the  fhopkeeper,)  you  Ipeak  neither 
Englifh  nor  Scotch,  but  fomething  different  from  both,  which  I  conclude  is 
the  language  of  America." 

BoswELL.  "  It  may  be  of  ufe.  Sir,  to  have  a  Diftionafy  to  afcertain  the 
pronunciation."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  my  Diftionary  fhews  you  the 
accents  of  words,  if  you  can  but  remember  them."  Boswell.  "  But,  Sir, 
we  want  marks  to  afcertain  the  pronunciation  of  the  vowels.  Sheridan,  I 
believe,  has  finifhtd  fuch  a  work."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  confider  how 
much  eafier  it  is  to  learn^a  language  by  the  ear,  than  by  any  marks.  Sheridan's 
Diftionary  may  do  very  well  j  but  you  cannot  always  carry  it  about  with  you : 
and,  when  you  want  the  word,  you  have  not  the  Diftionary.  It  is  like  a  man 
who  has  a  fword  that  will  not  draw.  It  is  an  admirable  fword,  to  be  fure : 
but  while  your  enemy  is  cutting  your  throat,  you  are  unable  to  ufe  it.  Befides, 
Sir,  what  entitles  Sheridan  to  fix  the  pronunciarion  of  Englifh  ?  He  has,  in 
the  firfl  place^  the  difadvantage  of  being  an  Irifhman :  and  if  he  fays  he  will 

A  a  a  fix 
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1772.  fix  it  after  the  example  of  the  bcft  company,  why  they  dificr  among  them- 
^Etat.  6t '  felves*  I  remember  an  inftance :  when  I  publUhed  the  Plan  for  my  Di£tionary» 
Lord  Chefterfield  told  me  that  the  word  ffreat  ihould  be  pronounced  fo  as^ta 
rhyme  xoftate\  and  Sir  William  Young  fcnt  me  word  that  it  ihould  be  pro- 
nounced fo  as  to  rl^yme  to  feat ^  and  that  none  but  an  Irifhman  would  pronounce 
it  grail.  Now  here  were  two  men  of  the  higheft  rank,  the  one,  the  beft 
Ipeaker  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  other,  the  beft  Ipeaker  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  differing  entirely.*' 

I  again  vifited  him  at  night.     Finding  him  in  a  very  good  humour,  I  ven-> 
tured  to  lead  him  to  the  fubjedt  of  our  fituation  in  a  future  ftate,  having  much 
curiofity  to  know  his  nodons  on  that  point.     Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  an  unembodied  Ipirit  will  confift  in  a  confcioufhefs  of  the  favour  of 
God,  in  the  contemplation  of  truth,  and  in  the  poffeflion  of  felicitating  ideas." 
Bos  WELL.  "  But,  Sir,  is  there  any  harm  in  our,  forming  to  ourfclves  conjec- 
tures as  to  the  particulars  of  our  happinefs,  though  the  (cripture  has  faid  but 
very  litde  on  the  fubjeft  ?     ^  We  know  not  what  we  (hall  be."    Johnson. 
*«  Sir,  there  is  no  harm.     What  philofbphy  fuggefis  to  us  on  this  topick  is 
probable :  what  fcripture  tells  us  is  certain*    Dr.  Henry  More  has  carried  it 
as  far  as  philofophy  can.    You  may  buy  both  his  theological  and  philofophical 
works  in  two  volumes  folio,  for  about  eight  fhillings."     Boswell.  "  One  of 
the  moft  pleafing  thoughts  is^^  that  we  fhall  fee  our  fKends  again."     Johnson, 
•*  Yes,  Sir  j  but  you  muft  confider,  that  when  we  are  become  purely  rational^, 
many  of  our  friendfhips  will  be  cut  offl     Many  friendfhips  are  formed  by  a 
community  of  fenfual  plealures :  all  thefe  will  be  citt  off.    We  form  maoy . 
friendfhips  with  bad  men,  becaufe  they  have  agreeable  qualities,  and  they  can 
be  ufeful  to  us  i  but,  after  death,  they  can  no  longer  be  of  ule  to  us.     We 
form  many  friendfhips  by  miftake,  imagining  people  to  be  different  from  what 
they  really  are.     After  death,  we  fhall  fee  every  one  in,  a  true  Bght.     Then, 
Sir,  they  talk  of  our  meeting  our  relations :  but  then  all  relationfhip  is  dif- 
iblved  i  and  we  fhall  have,  no  regard  for  one  perfbn  more  than  another,  but 
for  their  real  value.    However,  we  fhall  either  have  the  fatisfaftion  of  meeting 
bur  friends,  or  be  fatisfied  without  meeting  them.**     Boswell.  "  Yet,  Sir,  wc 
Ice  in  fcripture  that  Dives  fliU  retained  an  anxious  concern  about  his  brethren.**^ 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  we  muft  either  fuppofe  that  pafTage  to  be  metapho- 
'  rical,  or  hold  with  many  divines,  and  all  the  Purgatorians,  that  departed  fouls 
do  not  all  at  once  arrive  at  the  utmoft  perfeftion  of  which  they  are  capable.*^ 
Boswell.    "  I  think.  Sir,  that  is  a  very  rational  fuppofition."    Johnson.. 
"  Why  yes.  Sir  5  but  we  do  not  know  It  is  a  true  one.    There  is  no  harm  in 
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believing  it:  but  you  muft  not  connpcl  others  to  make  it  an  article  of  faith,  »77*- 
for  it  is  not  revealed/'  Boswill.  "  Do  you  thinks  Sir,  it  is  wrong  in  a  man  ^J^f^j! 
who  holds  the  dodtrine  of  purgatory,  to  pray  for  the  fouls  of  his  deceafcd 
^friends  ?"  Johnson.  '*  Why  no,  Sir."  Boswell.  ^  I  have  been  told,  that 
in  the  liturgy  of  the  Epifcopal  Church  of  Scotland,  there  was  a  form  of 
prayer  for  the  dead/*.  Johnson.  **  Sir,  it  is  not  in  the  liturgy  which  Laud 
framed  for  the  Epifcopal  Church  of  Spodand :  if  there  is  a  liturgy  older  than 
that,  I  fhouki  be  glad  to  fee  it."  Boswell*  **  As  to  our  employment  in  a 
future  ftate,  the  facred  writings  fay  little.  The  Revelation,  however,  of  St. 
John  gives  us  many  ideas,  and  particularly  mentions  mufick."  Johnson. 
cc.  Why,  Sir,  ideas  muft  be  given  you  by  means  of  fomething  which  you 
^know :  and  as  to  mufick,  there  are  fome  philofophers  and  divines  who  have 
maintained  that  we  fhall  not  be  fpiritualifed  to  fuch  a  degree,  but  that  fome- 
thing of  matter,  very  much  refined,  will  remain.  In  that  cafeyi  mufick  may 
inake  a  part  of  our  future  felicity." 

Bos  WELL.  '*  I  do  not  know  whether  there  are  any  weli-atteftcd  flories  c^  the 
appearance  of  ghofts.  You  know  there  is  a  famous  ftory  of  the  appearance 
of  Mrs.  Veal,  prefixed  to  *  Drclincourt  on  Death."  Johnson.  "  I  believe. 
Sir,  that  is  given  up.  I  believe  the  woman  declared  upon  her  death-bed  that 
it  was  a  lie.'*  Boswell.  "  This  objeftion  is  made  againft  the  truth  of  ghofb 
appearing :  that  if  they  are  in  a  ftate  of  happinefs,  it  would  be  a.punifhment 
to  them  to  return  to  this  world ;  and  if  they  are  in  a  ftate  of  mifery,  it 
would  be  giving  them  a  refpite."  Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir,  as  the  happinefs  or 
mifery  of  unembodied  fpirits  does  not  depend  upon  place,  but  is  intelleftual, 
we  cannot  fay  that  they  are  leis  happy  or  lefs  miferable  by  appearing  upoa 
earth."  ^ 

We  went  down  between  twelve  and  one  to  Mrs.  Williams's  room,  and 
drank  tea.  I  mentioned  that  we  were  to  have  the  remains  of  Mr.  Gray,  in 
profe  and  verfe,  publifhed  by  Mr.  Mafon.  Johnson.  "  I  think  we  have  had 
enough  of  Gray.  I  fee  they  have  publiflicd  a  fplendid  edition  of  Akenfide*s 
works.  One  bad  Ode.  may  be  fuffcred,  but  a  number  of  them  together  makes 
one  fick."  Boswell.  "  Akenfide's  diftinguilhed  poem  is  his  *  Pleaiures  of 
the  Imagination :'  but,  for  my  part,  I  never  could  admire  it  fo  much  as  moft 
people  do."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  could  not  read  it  through."  Boswell.  "  I 
have  read  it  through  -,  but  I  did  not  find  any  great  power  in  it." 

I  mentioned  Elwal,  the  heretiek,  whofc  trial  Sir  John  Pringle  had  given 
me  to  read.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  Mr,  Elwal  was,  I  think,  an  ironmonger  at 
Wolverhampton  -,  and  he  had  a  n[iind  to  niake  himfelf  famous,  by  being  the 

A  a  a  2  founder 
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founder  of  a  new  feflr,  which,  he  wifhed  much  fliould  be  called  ElwaUians. 
He  held,  that  every  thing  in  the  Old  Teftament  that  was  not  typical,  was  to 
be  of  perpetual  obfervance ;  and  fo  he  wore  a  ribband  in  the  plaits  of  his 
coat,  and  he  alfo  wore  a  beard.  I  renicmber  I  had  the  honour  of  iiining  in 
company  with  Mr.  Elwal.  There  was  one  Barter,  a  miller,  who  wrote  againft 
him ;  and  fb  you  had  *•  The  Controverfy  between  Mr.  Elwal  and  Mr. 
Barter  J  Ta  try  to  make  himfelf  diftinguilhed,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  King 
George  the  Second,  challenging  him  to  diipute  with  him,  in  which  he  faid, 
*  George,  if  you  be  afraid  to  come  by  yourfelf,  to  difpute  with  a  poor  old 
man,  you  may  bring  a  thoufand  of  your  3/^r^-guards  with  you  j  and  if  you 
fliould  ftill  be  afraid,  you  may  bring  a  thoufand  of  your  r^^/-guards.*  The 
letter  had  fomething  of  the  impudence  of  Junius  to  our  prefcnt  King.  But 
the  men  of  Wolverhampton  were  not  fo  inflammable  as  the  Comirftfti  Council 
of  London ;  •fo  Mr.  Elwal  failed  in  his  fcheme  of  making  himfelf  a  man  of 
great  confequence.'* 

On  Tuelday,  March.  3  r,  he  and  I  dined  at  General  Pkoli'is.  A  queftioa 
w^  ftarted,  whether  the  ftate  of  marriage  was  natural  to  man.  Johnson^ 
**-  Sir,  it  is  fo  far  from  being  natural  for  a  man  and  woman  to  live  in  a  ftate 
.of  marriage,  that  we  find  all  the  motives  which  they  have  for  remaining  in 
that  connedhon,  and  the  reftraints  which  civilifed  fociety  impofes  to  prevent 
feparation,  are  hardly  fufficient  to  keep  them  together."  The  General  faid,  that 
in  a  ftate  of  nature  a^  man  and  woman  uniting  together  would  form  a  ftrong 
and  conftant  afFeftion,  by  the  mutual  pleafore  each  would  receive ;  and  that 
tlie  fame  caufes  of  diflention  would  not  arife  between  them,  as  occur  betweea 
huft>and  and  wife  in  a  civilifed  ftate.  Johktson.  "  Sir,  they  would  have  diflea- 
tions  enough,  though  of  another  kind.  One  would  choofe  to  go  a  hunting; 
in  this  wood,  the  other  in  that  i^  one  would  choofe  to  go  a  fifhing  in  this  lake^^ 
the  other  in  that ;  or,  perhaps,  one  would  choofe  to  go  a  hunting,  when  the 
other  would  dioofe  to  go  a  fifhing  5  and  fo  they  would  part.  Befides,  Sir^^ 
a  favage  man  and  a  favage  woman  meet  by  chance  j  and  when  the  man  fees, 
another  woman  that  pleafes  him  better,  he  will  leave  the  firft." 

We  then  fell  into  a  difquifition  whether  there  is  any  beauty  independent  of 
utility.  The  General  maintained  there  was  not.  Dr.  Johnfon  maintained  that 
there  was;  and  he  inftanced  a  coffee-cup  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  the 
painting  of  which  was  of  no  real  ufe,  as  the  cup  would  hold  the  coffee 
equally  well  if  plain  j  yet  the  painting  was  beautiflil. 

We  talked  of  the  ftrange  cuftom  of  fwearing  in  converfation.  The  General' 
£iid>  that  all  barbarous  nations  fwore  from  a  certain  violence  of  temper,-  that 

could 
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could  not  be  confined  to  earth,    but  was  always  reaching  at  the  powers      '772* 
above.     He  faid,  too,  that  there  was  greater  variety  of  fwearing,  in  propor-  ^^Jjjf^j. 
tion  as  there  was  a  greater  variety  of  religious  ceremonies. 

Dr.  Johnfon  went  home  with  me  to  my  lodgings  in  Conduit-ftreet  and 
drank  tea,  previous  to  our  going  to  the  Pantheon,  which  neither  of  us  lud  feen 
before. 

He  faid,  "  Goldfmith's  Life  of  Parnell  is  poor;  not  that  it  is  poorly  written, 
but  that  he  had  poor  materials :  for  nobody  can  write  the  life  of  a  man,  but 
thofe  who  have  eajt  and  drunk  and  lived  in  focial  intercourfe  with  him." 

I  faid,  that  if  it  was  not  troublefome  and  prefuming  too  much,  I  would 
requeft  him  to  tell  me  all  the  little,  circumftances  of  his  life  ;  what  fchools  he 
attended,  when  he  came  to  Oxford,  when  he  came  to  London,  &c.  &c.  He 
did  not  difappi-ove  of  my  curiofity  as  to  thefe  particulars  -,  but  faid,  "  They'll 
come  out  by  degrees  as  we  talk  together.'* 

He  cenfiired  Ruffhead's  Life  of  Pope  j  and  faid,  "  he  knew  nothing  of  Pope, 
and  nothing  of  poetry."  He  praifed  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton's  Effay  on  Pope;  but 
faid,  he  fuppofed  we  fhould  have  no  more  of  it,  as  the  authour  had  not  been 
able  to  perfuade  the  world  to  think  of  Pope  as  he  did.  Boswell.  "  Why, 
Sir,  fhould  that  prevent  him  from  continuing  his  work  ?  He  is  an  ingenious 
Counfel,  who  has  made  the  moft  of  his  caufc  :  he  is  not  obliged  to  gain  it.'* 
Johnson.  "  But,  Sir,  there  is  a  difference  when  the  caufe  is  of  a  man's  own 
making." 

We  talked  of  the  proper  ufe  of  riches.  Johnson.  "  If  I  were  a  man  of 
a  great  eflate,  I  would  drive  all  the  rafcals  whom  I  did  not  like  out  6£  the. 
county  at  an  eledion." 

I  afked  him  how  far  he  thought  wealth  fhould  be/6mployed  in  hofpitality. 

Johnson.  "  You  are  to  confider  that  ancient  hofpitality,  of  which  we  hear  fo 

much,  was  in  an  uncommercial  country,  when  men  being  idle,  were  glad  to 

be  entertained  at  rich  men's  tables.     But  in  a  commercial  country,  a  bufy 

<;ountry,   time  becomes  precious,  and  therefore  hofpitality  is  not  fb  much 

valued.     No  doubt  there  is  fliU  room  for  a  certain  degree  of  it ;  and  a  man 

has  a  fadsfa&ion  in  feebg  his  friends  eating  and  drinking  arpund  him.     But 

promifcuous.  hofpitality  is  not  the  way  to  gain  real  influence.     You  muft  help 

fome  people  at  table  before  others ;  you  mufl  afk  fome  people  how  thty  like 

their  wine  oftener  than  others.     You  therefore  offend  more  people  than  you 

pleafe.     You  are  like  the  French  fbtefman,   who  faid,  when  he  granted  a 

fevour,  *  y  at  fait  dix  mecontens  et  un  ingrat.*     Befides,  Sir,  being  entertained 

ever  fo  well  at  a  man's  table,  imprefTcs  nd  lafling  regard  or  cfteem.    No, 

Sir> 


» 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR,    JOHNSON. 

Sir,  the  way  to  make  furc  of  power  and  influence  is,  by  lending  money 
confidentially  to  your  neighbours  at  a  fmall  incercft,  or,  perhaps,  at  no  intercft 
at  all,  and  having  their  bonds  in  your  poffeffion."  Boswell.  **  May  not  a 
man,  Sir,  employ  his  riches  to  advantage  in  educating  young  men  of  merit  ?" 
JoHNSOK.  "  Yes,  Sir,  if  they  fall  in  your  way  j  but  if  it  is  underftood  that 
you  patronife  young  men  of  merit,  you  wiU  be  harraffed  with  fblicitations* ' 
You  will  have  numbers  forced  upon  you  who  have  no  merit  5  fome  will  force 
them  upon  you  from  miftaken  partiality ;  and  fome  from  downright  intereftcd 
motives,  without  fcruple ;  and  you  will  be  dilgraced. 

«  Were  1  a  rich  man,  I  would  propagate  all  kinds  of  trees  that  will  grow  in 
the  open  air.  A  green-houfe  is  childifh.  I  would  introduce  foreign  animals 
into  the  country  5  for  inftance,  the  rein-deer  *." 

The  converfetion  now  turned  on  critical  fubjedbs,  Johnson.  *^  Bayes,  in 
■*  The  Rehearfal/  is  a  mighty  fiUy  charafter.  If  it  was  intended  to  be  like  a 
particular  man,  it  could  only  be  diverting  while  that  man  was  remembered. 
But  I  queftion  whether  it  was  meant  for  Dryden,  as  has  been  reported ;  for  wc 
know  fome  of  the  paffages  faid  to  be  ridiculed,  were  written  fince  die 
Rehearfal ;  at  leaft  a  paflfage  mentioned  m  the  Preface  is  of  a  latAr  date.*'  I 
maintained  that  it  had  merit  as  a  general  fatire  on  the  felf-importance  of 
dramatick  authours.    But  even  in  this  light  he  held  it  very  cheap. 

We  then  walked  to  the  Pantheon.  The  fiift  view  of  it  did  not  ftrike  us  fo 
jiiuch  as  Ranelagh,  of  which  he  faid,  the  coup  d'oeil  was  the  fineft  thing  he 
had  ever  feen.  The  truth  is,  Ranelagh  is  of  a  more  beautiful  form  j  more  of 
it,  or  rather  indeed  the  whole  rotunday  appears  at  once,  and  it  is  better  lighted. 
However,  as  Johnfon  obfervcd,  we  faw  the  Pantheon  in  time  of  mourning, 
when  there  was  a  dull  Uniformity  5  whereas  we  had  feen  Ranelagh  when  the 
•view  was  enlivened  with  a  gay  profufion  of  colours.  Mrs.  Bofville,  of  Gun- 
thwait,  in  Yorkfhire,  joined  us,  and  entered  into  converfarion  with  us.  Johnfon 
faid  to  me  afterwards,  "  Sir,  this  is  a  mighty  intelligent  lady." 

I  faid  there  was  not  half  a  guinea's  worth  of  pleafure  in  feeing  this  place. 
Johnson.  "  But,  Sir,  there  is  half  a  guinea's  worth  of  inferiority  to  other 
|)cople  in  not  having  feen  it."  Boswell.  "  I  doubt,  Sir,  whether  there  are 
many  happy  people  here."  Johnson.  ^*  Yes,  Sir,  there  are  many  happy 
people  here.  There  arc  many  people  here  who  are  watching  hundreds,  and 
who  think  hundreds  are  watching  them," 

*  This  projeA  has  fince  been  realifed.  Sir  Henry  Liddel,  who  made  a  fpirited  toar  into 
Lapland,  brought  two  rein-dcer  to  his  efiate  In  Northumberland,  where  they  bred ;  but  the  race 
has  unfortunately  perifhed. 

Happening 
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-    Happening  to  meet  Sir  Adam  Fergufibn,  I  preiented  him  to  Dr.  John&n. 

Sir  Adam  expreffed  fomc  apprdienfion  that  die  Pandieon  would  encourage  ^^tat.  63! 

lux,ury.    <^  Sir^  (faid  Johnfon^)  I  am  a  great  friend  to  publick  amufements  $  h 

for  they  keep  people  from  vice.    You  now  (addrelfii^  himfelf  to  me^)  would 

have  been  widi  a  wench^  had  you  not  been  here.    O !  I  forgot  you  were 

married." 

Sir  Adam  fuggeftcd,  that  luxury  corrupts  a  people,  and  ddprroys  the  Ipirit 
of  liberty.  Johkson,  "  Sir,  that  is  all  vifionary.  I  would  not  give  hdf  a 
guinea  to  live  under  one  form  of  government  rather  than  another.  It  is  of 
no  moment  to  the  happinefs  of  an  individual.  Sir>  the  danger  of  the  abufe 
pf  power  is  nothing  to  a  private  man.  What  Frenchman  is  prevented  from ' 
paffing  his  life  as  he  pleafes  ?"  Sir  Adam.  "  But,  Sir,  in  the  Britiih  confti- 
tution  it  is  furely  of  importance  to  keep  up  a  ipirit  in  the  people,  (o  as  to 
preferve  a  balance  againft  the  crown.'*  Johnson.  **  Sir,  I  perceive  you  arc 
a  vile  Whig. — ^Why  all  this  childifli  jealoufy  of  the  power  of  the  crown  ?  The 
crown  has  not  power  enough.  When  I  fay  that  all  governments  are  alike,  I 
Gonfider  that  in  no  government  power  can  be  abuied  long.  Mankind  will  not 
bear  it.  If  a  fovereign  opprefTes  his  people  to  a  great  degree,  they  will  riie 
and  cut  off  his  head.  There  is  a  remedy  in  human  nature  againft  tyranny^ 
that  will  keep  us  (afe- under  every  form  of  government.  ^  Had  not  the  people 
of  France  thought  themielves  honoured  as  (haring  in  die  brilliant  aAions  of 
the  reign  of  Lewis  XIV.  they  wouki  not  have  endured  him  j  and  we  may  lay 
the  fame  of  the  King  of  Pruffia's  people."  Sir  Adam  introduced  the  ancient 
Greeks  and  Romans.  Johnson.  <<  Sir,  the  mais  of  both  of  diem  were  bar- 
barians. The  mals  of  every  people  muft  be  barbarous  where  there  ^  is  no 
prindng,  and  conlequendy  knowledge  is  not  generally  difiufed.  Knowledge 
is  diffufed  among  our  people  by  the  newfpapers.'"  Sir  Adam  mentioned  the 
orators,  poets,  and  artiils  of  Greece.  Johnson.  ''  Sir,  I  am  talking  of  the 
mals  of  the  people.  We  fee  even  what  the  boafted  Athenians  were.  The 
little  efieA  which  Demofthenes's  orations  had  upon  them,  ihews  that  they  were 
barbarians.'' 

Sir  Adam  was  unlucky  in  his  topicks ;.  for  he  fuggelted  a  doubt  of  the  pro^ 
priety  of  Bifhops  having  feats  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Johnson.^  «*  How  fo,. 
Sir  ?  Who  is  more  proper  for  having  the  dignity  of  a  peer,  than  a  Bilhop, 
provided  a  Bifhop  be  what  he  ought  to  be  s  and  if  improper  Bifhops  be 
made,  that  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Bifhops,  but  of  thofe  who  make  -them.*' 

On  Sunday,  April  5,  after  attending  divme  fervice  at  St.  Paul's  church,  I 
found  him  aloae.^    Of  a  fchoolmafter  of  his  acquaintance^  a  native  of  Scot-* 

land>./ 
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land,  he  faid,  **  He  has  a  great  deal  of  good  about  him ;  but  he  is  alio  verjr 
defeftive  in  fome  refpefts.  His  inner  part  is  good,  but  his  outer  part  is 
mighty  aukward.  You  in  Scotland  do  not  attain  that  nice  critical  (kill  in 
languages,  which  we  get  in  our  fchools  in  England.  I  would  not  put  a  boy 
to  him,  whom  I  intended  for  a  man  of  Icraming.  But  for  the  fons  of  citizens, 
who  are  to  learn  a  little,  get  good  morals,  and  then  go  to  trade,  he  may  do 
very  well.'* 

I  mentioned  a  caufe  in  which  I  had  appeared  as  counfel  at  the  bar  of  the 
General  Aflembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  where  a  Probationery  (as  one 
licenfed  to  preach,  but  not  yet  ordained,  is  called,)  was  oppofed  in  his  appli- 
cation to  be  induded,  becaufe  it  was  alledged  that  he  had  been  guilty  of 
fornication  five  years  before.  Johnson.  *^  Why,  Sir,  if  he  has  repented^  it 
is  not  a  fufficient  objeftion.  A  man  who  is  good  enough  to  go  to  heaven,  is 
.good  enough  to  be  a  clergyman.*'  This  was  a  humane  and  liberal  fentiment. 
But  the  character  of  a  clergyman  is  more  facred  than  that  of  an  ordinary 
Chriftian.  As  he  is  to  inftruft  with  authority,  he  fliould  be  regarded  with 
reverence,  as  one  upon  whom  divine  truth  has  had  the  efFeft  to  &X.  him  above 
fuch  tranfgrcflions,  as  men  Icls  exalted  by  Ipiritual  habits,  and  yet  upon  the 
whole  not  .to  be  excluded  from  heaven,  have  been  betrayed  into  by  the  predo- 
minance of  paflion.  That  clergymen  may  be  confidered  as  finners  in  general, 
as  all  men  are,  cannot  be  denied ;  but  this  refleftion  will  not  counteract  their 
good  precepts  fo  much,  as  the  abfolute  knowledge  of  their  having  been  guilty 
of  certain  Ipecifick  immoral  a£ts.  I  told  him,  that  by  the  rules  of  the  Church 
of  Scodand,  in  their  "Book  of  Difcipline,'*-  'iS.  z. Jcandaly  as  it  is  called,  is  not 
profecuted  for  five  years,  it  cannot  afterwards  be  proceeded  upon,  *'  unlefs  it  be 
of  a  heinous  nature^  or  again  become  flagranti"  and  that  hence  a  queftion 
arofe,  y^htthzY  fornication  was  a  fin  of  a  heinous  nature  ;  and  that  I  had  main- 
tained, that  it  did  not  defei-ve  that  epithet,  in  as  much  as  it  was  not  one  of 
thofe  fins  which  argue  very  great  depravity  of  heart :  in  fliort,  was  not,  in  the 
general  acceptation  of  mankind,  a  heinous  fin.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  it  is 
not  a  heinous  fin.  A  heinous  fin  is  that  for  which  a  man  is  punifhed  with 
death  or  banifhment."  Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  after  I  had  argued  that  it  was 
not  a  heinous  fin,  an  old  clergyman  rofe  up,  and  repeating  the  text  of 
fcripture  denouncing  judgement  againft  whoremongers,  aflced,  whether,  con- 
fidering  this,  there  could  be  any  doubt  of  fornication  being  a  heinous  fin* 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  obferve  the  word  whoremonger.  Every  fin,  if  per- 
filled  in,  will  become  heinous.  Whoremonger  is  a  dealer  in  whores,  as 
ironmonger  is  a  dealer  in  iron.    But  as  you  don't  call  a  man  ah  ironmonger  for 

buying 
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bwymg  and  felling  a  pen-knife ;  fo  you  don't  call  a  man  a  whoremonger  for 
{getting  one  wench  with  child;" 

I  fpoke  of  the  inequality  of  the  livings  of  the  clergy  in  England,  and  the 
Scanty  provifions  of  fomc  of  the  Curates.  Johnson.  "  Why,  yes,  Sir;  but 
it  cannot  be  helped.  You  muft  confider,  that  the  revenues  of  the  clergy  arc 
not. at  the  difpofal  of  the  -ftate,  like  the  pay  of  the  army.  Different  men 
have  founded  different  churches  j  and  fome  are  better  endowed,  fome  worfe. 
The  State  cannot  interfere  and  nrrakc  an  equal  divifion  of  what  has  been  par- 
ticularly appropriated.  Now  when  a  clergyman  has  but  a  fmall  living,  or 
even  two  fmall  livings,  he  can  afford  very  little  to  a  Curate." 

He  faid,  he  went  more  frequently  to  church  when  there  were  prayers  only, 
than  when  there  was  alio  a  fermon,  as  the  people  required  more  an  example 
for  the  one  than  the  other ;  it  being  much  eafier  for  theni  to  hear  a  fermonj 
than  to  fix  their  minds  on  prayer. 

On  Monday,  April  6,  I  dined  with  him  at  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald's, 
where  was  a  young  officer  in  the  regimentals  of  the  Scots  Royal,  who  talked 
with  a  vivacity,  fluency,  and  precifion  fo  uncommon,  that  he  actra£ted  parti- 
cular attention.  He  proved  to  be  the  Honourable  Thomas  Erikine,  youngefl: 
brother  to  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  who  has  fince  rifen  into  fuch  brilliant  repu- 
tation at  the  bar  in  Weftmirifter-hall. 

Fielding  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  exclaimed,  '^  he  was  a  blockhead  /'  and 
upon  my  exprefling  my  aftonifhment  at  (b  ilrange  an  afliertion,  he  faid^  *^  What 
I  mean  by  his  being  a  blockhead  is,  >that  he  was  a  barren  rafcaL"  Boswell. 
*^  Will  you  not  allow,  Sir,  that  he  draws  very  natural  pi6hires  o(  human 
life  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  it  is  of  very  low  life.  Richandfon  ufed  to  lay, 
that  had  he  not  known  who  Fielding  was,  he  fhould  have  believed  he  was  an 
oftlen  Sir,  there  is  more  knowledge  of  the  heart  in  one  letter  of  Richardfon's, 
than  in  all  *  Tom  Jones.'  I,  indeed,  never  read  '  Jofeph  Andrews."  Ersrine. 
*^  Surely,  Sir,  Richardfon  is  very  tedious."  Johnson.  *^  Why,  Sir,  if  you- 
were  to  read  Richardfon  for  the  ftory,  your  impadence  would  be  fo  much 
fretted,  that  you  would  hang  yourfelf.  Bot  you  muft  read  him  for  the  fenti- 
ment,  and  confider  the  ftory  as  only  giving  occafion  to  the  lenriment."— I 
have  already  given  my  opinion  of  Fielding ;  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  repeating 
here  my  wonder  at  Johnfon*s  cxcelEve  and  unaccountable  depreciation  of  one 
of  the  beft  writers  that  England  has  produced.  "  Tom  Jones "  has  ftood 
the  teft  of  publick  opinion  with  fuch  fuccefs,  as  to  have  eftabliihed  its  great 
merit,  both  for  the  flory,  the  fenriments,  and  the  manners,  and  alfo  the 
variedes  of  diAion,  fo  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  its  having  an  animated  truth  of 
execution  throughout. 

B  b  b  A  book 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNS  ON. 

A  book  of  travels,  lately  publifhed  under  the  title  of  Coriat  Junior^  and 
written  by  Mr.  Paterfon,  the  auftioneer,  was  mentioned*  Johnfon  laid,  this 
book  was  an  imitation  of  Steme,  and  not  of  Coriat,  whofe  name  Paterfon 
had  chofen  as  a  whimfical  one.  "  Tom  Coriat,  (faid  he,)  was  a  humourift 
about  the  court  of  James  the  Firft.  He  had  a  mixture  of  learning,  of  wit^ 
and  of  buffoonery.  He  firft  travelled  through  Europe,  and  publilhcd  his 
travels.  He  afterwards  travelled  on  foot  through  Ada,  and  had  made  many 
remarks ;  but  he  died  at  Mandoa,  and  his  renlarks  were  loft." 

We  talked  of  gaming,  and  animadverted  on  it  with  feverity.  Johnsok. 
'*  Nay,  gentlemen,  let  us  not  aggravate  the  matter.  It  is  not  roguery  to 
play  with  a  man  who  is  ignorant  of  the  game,  while  you  are  mafter  of  it, 
and  4b  win  his  moneys  for  he  thinks* he  can  play  better  than  you,  as  you 
think  you  can  play  better  than  he;  and  the  fuperiour  fkill  carries  it.'* 
EnsKiNE.  "  He  is  a  fool,  but  you  are  not  a  rogue."  Johnson.  «^  That's 
much  about  the  trudi,  Sir.  It  muft  be  confidered,  that^  man  who  only  does 
what  every  one  of  the  fociety  to  which  he  belongs  would  do,  is  not  a  dif- 
honeft  man.  In  the  republick  of  Sparta  it  was  agreed,  that  ftealing  was  not 
dilhonourable,  if  not  difcovered.  I  do  not  commend  a  fociety  where  there  is 
an  agreement  that  what  would  not  otherwife  be  fiiir,  fliall  be  fair ;  but  I  main- 
tain, that  an  individual  of  any  fociety,  who  pra&iles  what  is  allowed,  is  not 
a  cfilh^neft  man.*'  Boswell.  "  So  then.  Sir,  you  do  not  think  ill  of  a  man 
who  wins  perhaps  forty  thouland  pounds  m  a  winter  ?*'  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I 
do  not  call  a  gamefter  a  difhoneft  man  s  but  I  call  him  an  unfocial  man,  an 
unprofitable  man.  Gaming  is  a  mode  of  transferring  property  without 
producing  any  intermediate  good.  Trade  gives  employment  to  numbers,  and 
fo  produces  intermediate  good." 

Mr.  Erlkine  told  us,  that  when  he  was  in  the  ifland  c^  Minorca,  he 
not  only  read  prayers,  but  preached  two  fermons  to  the  regiment.  He 
feemed  to  ohgeft  to  the  paflage  in  fcripture  where  we  are  told  that  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  fmote  in  one  night  forty  thoufand  Aflyrians.  "  Sir,  (faid 
Johnfon,)  you  Ihould  recoUeft  that  there  was  a  fupematural  interpofition  ^  they 
were  deftroycd  by  peftilence.  You  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  went  about  and  ftabbed  each  of  them  with  a  dagger,  or  knocked  them 
on  the  head,  man  by  man." 

After  Mr.  Erfkine  was  gone,  a  difcuflion  took  place,  whether  the  pre- 
fent  Earl  of  Buchan,  when  Lord  Cardrofs,  did  right  to  refufe  to  go  Secre- 
tary of  the  Embaffy  to  Spain,  when  Sir  James  Gray,  a  man  of  inferiotir 
tank,   went  Ambafladour.  -    Dr.  Johnfon  faid^   that  perhaps   in  point  of 

3  interefl: 
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Intercfft  he  did  wrong ;  but  in  point  of  dignity  he  did  well.  Sir  Alexander  nv* 
infiftcd  that  he  was  wrong,  and  faid  that  Mr,  Pitt  intended  it  as  an  ad  van-  ^^Jf^ 
tagcQus  thing  for  him,  "  Why,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  Mr.  Pitt  xmght  think 
it  an  advantageous  thing  for  him  to  make  him  a  vintner,  and  get  him  all  the 
Portugal  trade;  but  he  would  have  demeaned  himfelf  ftrangely  had  he 
accepted  of  fuch  a  fituation.  Sir,  had  he  gone  Secretary  while  his  inferiour 
was  Ambafladour,  he  would  have  been  a  traitor  to  his  rank  and  family." 

I  talked  of  the  little  attachment  which  fubfifted  between  near  relations  in 
London.  *'  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  in  a  country  fo  coomiercial  as  ours,  where  • 
every  man  can  do  for  himfelf,  there  is  not  fo  much  occafion  for  that  attach- 
ment. No  man  is  thought  the  worfe  of  here,  whofe  brother  was  hanged* 
In  uncommercial  countries,  many  of  the  branches  of  a  family  muft  depend 
on  the  ftock ;  fo,  in  order  to  make  the  head  of  the  family  take  care  of  diem, 
they  are  reprefented  as  connected  with  his  reputation,  that,  felf-love  being  ti)te- 
refted,  he  may  exert  himfelf  to  promote  their  intereft.  You  hive  firft  largp 
circles,  or  clans ;  as  commerce  increafes,  the  connexion  is  confined  to  families. 
By  degrees,  that  too  goes  off,  as  having  become  unneceiTary,  and  there  being 
few  opportunities  of  intercourfe.  One  brother  is  a  merchant  in  the  city,  and 
another  is  an  officer  in  the  guards.  How  little  intercourfe  can  thcfe  two 
havel" 

I  argued  warmly  for  the  old  feudal  fyftem.  Sir  Alexander  oppofed  it,  and 
talked  of  the  pleailire  of  feeing  all  men  free  and  independent.  Johnson. 
**  I  agree  with  Mr.Bofwell  that  there  muft  be  a  high  fatisfadtion  in  being^^ 
a  feudal  Lord  -,  but  we  are  to  confider,  that  we  ought  not  to  wilh  to  have  a 
number  of  men  unhappy  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  one." — ^I  maintained  that 
numbers,  namely,  the  vaffals  or  followers,  were  not  unhappy,  for  that  thcuc 
was  a  reciprocal  iatisfadion  between  the  Lord  and  them :  he  being  kind  in  hii 
audiority  over  them ;  they  being  reipedful  and  feithful  to  him. 

On  ThurlUay,  April  9,  I  called  on  him  to  beg  he  would  go  and  dine  widi 
me  at  the  Mitre  tavern.  He  had  refolved  not  to  dine  at  all  this  day,  I  know 
not  for  what  reafon  j  and  I  was  fo  unwilling  to  be  deprived  of  his  company, 
"^^  that  I  was  content  to  fubmit  to  fufFer  a  want,,  which  was  at  firft  fomewhat 
painful,  but  he  foon  made  me  forget  it ;  and  a  man  is  always  pleafed  with  Wm* 
fclf  when  he  finds  his  intelleftual  inclinations  predominate. 

He  obferved,  that  to  reafon  too  philofophically  on  the  nature  of  prayer, 
was  very  unprofitable. 

Talking  of  ghofts,  he  faid,  he  knew  one  friend,  who  was  an  honeft  man 
and  a  fenfible  man,   who  told  him  he  had  feen  a  ghoft,  old  Mr.  Edward 

B  b  b  2  Cave^ 
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Cave,  the  printer  at  St.  John's  Gate.  He  faid,  Mr.  Cave  did  not  like  to  talk: 
of  it,  but  feemedto  be  in  great  horrour  whenever  it  was  mentioned.  Boswell* 
**  Pray,  Sir^  what  did  he  fay  was  the  appearance  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir; 
Ibmediing  of  a  ihadowy  being." 

I  mentioned  witches,  and  afked  him  what  they  properly  meant.  Johnson. 
«•  Why,  Sir,  they  properly  mean  thofe  who  make  ufe  of  the  aid  of  evil  fpirits." 
BoswELL.  "  There  is  no  doubt^  Sir,  a  general  report  and  belief  of  their 
having  exifted,"  Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  have  not  only  the  general  report  and 
belief,  but  you  have  many  voluntary  folenrm  confeffions."  He  did  not  affirox 
any  thing  pofitively  upon  a  fubjeft  which  it  is  the  &(hioh  of  the  times  to  laugh 
at  as  a  mattipr  o£  abiurd  credulity.  He  only  ieemed  willing,  as  a  candid 
enquirer  after  truth,  however  ftrange  and  inexplicable,  to  ihew  that  he  under*- 
ftood  what  might  be  urged  for  it '. 

On  Friday,  April  lo,  I  dined  with  him  at  General  Oglethorpe's,  where  we 
found  Dr.  Goldfmith. 

Armorial  bearings  having  been  mentioned,  Johnfbn  iaid,  they  were  as 
ancient  as  the  liege  of  Thebes,  which  he  proved  by  a  paflage  in  one  of  the 
tragedies  of  Euripides. 

1  (tarted  the  quellion  whether  duelling  was  confident  with  moral  duty^  The 
brave  old  General  fired  at  this>  and  Md,  with  a  lofty  air,  *<  Undoubtedly  a  man 
has  a  rigjit  to  defend  his  honour."  Goj-dsmith,  (ttirning  to  me.)  "  I  afk  you 
firfl.  Sir,  what  you  wotlld  do  if  you  were  affronted?"'  I  anfwcred  1  fhould 
think  it  neceflSiry  to  fight.  **  Why  then  (replied  Goldfmith,)  riiat  folves  the 
qudftion."  Johnson.  "  No>  Sir,  it  does  not  fblye  the  queflion.  It  does  not 
follow  that  what  a  man  would  do  is  therefore  right."  I  faid»  I  wiihed  to  have 
ifr  fettled,  whether  duelling  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Chriflianlty. ,  Johnfba 
immediately  entered  on  the  fubjeA,  and  treated  it  in  a  mafterly  manner ;  and  fo 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  recoiled^  his  thoughts  were  thefe :  ^^  Sir^  as  mea 
become  ia  a.  high  deg^e  refinedj^  various  caufts  of  of&nce  arife  i  which  are 
Confidered  to  be  of  fudi  importance^  that  life  muft  be  flaked  to  atoqe  for 
them,  though  in  reality  they  are  not  fo^  A  bocfy  that  has  received  i  very  fine 
polifh  may  be  eafily  hurt.  Be&re  mea  arrive  at  this  artificial  refinement,  if 
one  tells  his  neighbour  he  lies„  his  neijghbouF  tells  him  he  lies  j  if  on^  gives 
his  neighbour^  a  blow,^^  his  neighbour  gives  him  a  blow  i  but  in  a  ftate  of 
highly  polifhed  focicty,,  an  affront  is  held  to  be  a  ferious  injury.    It  muft, 

5  Sec  this  curious  qucftion  treated  by  him  with  moft  acute  ability,  *«  Jouraal  of  a  Tour  to  the 
Hebrides/'  3d  edit*  p.  jj*. 

thercforiC^ 


THE     LIFE    OF    DR.    JOH14SON.  375 

therefore,  be  relented,  or  rather  a  duel  muft  be  fought  upon  it;  as  men  have  '77*. 
agreed  to  banifh  from  their  fociety  one  who  puts  up  with  an  afiront  without  ^m^6u 
fighting  a  duel.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  never  unkwful  to  fight  in  felf-defence.  He> 
then,  who  fights  a  duel,  does  not  fight  from  palfion  againft  his  antagonift,  but 
out  of  felf-defence  j  to  avert  the  ftigma  of  the  world,  and  ta  prevent  himfelf 
from  being  driven  but  of  fociety.  I  could  wifli  that  diere  vras  not  that  fliper- 
fluity  of  refinement ;  but  while  fuch  notions  prevail,  no  doubt  a  man  may 
lawfolly  fight  a  duel.** 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  this  juftification  is  applicable  only  to  the  perfoa 
who  receives  an  affront.     All  mankind  muft  condemn  the  aggreflbr. 

The  General  told  us,  that  when  he  .was  a  very  young  man,  I  think  only 
fifteen,  ferving  under  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  he  was  fitting  in  a  comjJany 
at  table  with  a  Prince  of  Wirtemberg.  The  Prince  took  up  a  glafe  of  wine, 
and,  by  a  fillip,  made  fome  of  it  fly  in  Oglethorpe^s  face.  Here  was  a  nice 
dilemma.  To  have  challenged  him  inftantly,  might  have  fixed  a  quarrelfome 
charaAer  upon  the  young  fpldier :  to  have  taken  no  notice  of  it  might  have 
been  confidered  as  cowardice.  Oglethorpe,  therefore,  keeping  his  eye  upon 
the  Prince,  and  fmiling  all  the  time,  as  if  he  took  what  his  Highnefs  had 
done  in  jeft,  faid,  ^'  Mon  Princey^*^  (I  forget  the  French  words  he  ufed,.  the 
purport  however  was„)  "  That's  a  good  joke  i  but  we  do  it  much  better  bh 
England  i**  and  threw  a  idiolc  glafe  of  wine  in  the  Prmce's  face.  An  old 
General  who  .fit  by,  iitid>.  •*  Fl  a  Hen  fait ^  mon  Primed  vous  Favez  commence  i^ 
and  this  alt  ended  in  good  humoiir. 

Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  "  Pray,.  Qeneral>  give  tis  an  account  of  the  ficge  of 
Bender.**  Upon  which  the  General,  pouring  a  litde  wine  upon. the  table^ 
defcribed  every  thing  with  a  wet  finger  i  "  Here  were  we,,  here  were  the 
Turks,**  &c*  &c*    Johnfon  liftened  with  the  clofeft  attention. 

A  queftion  was  ftartedj  jiow  &r  people  who  difagree  in  any  capital  point 
can  live  in  fiiendftitp  together.  Johnfon  faid  they  might.  Goldfmith  faid  they 
could  not^as  they  had  not  the  idem  velle  atque  idem  nolle — the  fame  likings  and  the 
fdme  averfions.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you  muft  Ihun  the  fubjeft  as  to  which 
you  difagree.  For  inftance,  I  can  live  very  well  widi  Burke :  I  love  his  know- 
ledge, his  genius,,  his  difiufioQ,  and  affluence  of  cpnveriadon ;  but  I  would  not 
talk  to  him  of  the  Rockingham  party s^**"  Goldsmith.  "  But,  Sir,  when  people 
Kvc  together  who  have  fomething  as  to  which  they  difagree,  and  which  they 
want  to  fhun,  they  will  be  in  the  fituation  mentioned  in  the  ftory  of  Bluebeard  j 
'  •  You  may  look  into  all  the  chambers  but  one.'  But  we  fhould  have  the 
greateft  inclinadon  to  look  into  that  chamber^  to  talk  of  that  fubjed."  Johnson,. 

(widi 
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i77«*     (with  e  loud  voic^.)  *'  Sir,  I  am  not  faying  that  yon  could  live  in  fiJ<rndfluifr 
kiat.  63.  with  a  man  from  whom  you  differ  as  to  fomc  point :   I  am  only  laying  that 
/could  do  it.     You  put  me  in  mind  of  Sappho  in  Ovid/' 

Goldfmith  told  us,  that  he  was  now  bufy  in  writing  a  natural  hiftory,  and, 
that  he  might  have  fiill  leifurc  for  it,  he  had  taken  lodgings  at  a  farmer's 
hbufe,  near  to  the  fix  mile-ltone,  on  the  Edgeware-road,  and  had  carried  down 
his  books  in  two  returned  poft-chaifcs.  He  feid,  he  believed  the  farmer*^ 
family  thought  him  an  odd  charafter,  fimilar  to  that  in  which  the  SfeEte^ 
appeared  to  his  landlady  and  children :  hc^  was  Hhe  Gmtleman.  Mr.  Mickle, 
the  tranflator  of  "  The  Lufiad,"  and  I,  went  to  vifit  him  at  this  place  a  few 
days  afterwards.  He  was  not  at  home  i  but  having  a  curiofity  to  fee  his  apart- 
ment,-we  went  in  and  found  curious  fcraps  of  dcfcriptions  of  animals,  fcrawled 
upon  the  walls  with  a  black  lead  pencil 

The  fubjed  of  ghofts  having  been  introduced,  Johnlbn  repeated  what  he 
had  told  me  of  a  friend  of  his,  an  honeft  man  and  a  man  of  (enfe,  having 
afferted  to  him  that  he  had  feen  an  apparition.  Goldfmith  told  us,  he  was 
afliired  by  his  brother,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Goldfmith,  that  he  alfo  had  icea 
one.  General  Oglethorpe  told  us,  that  Pendergraft,  ^n  officer  in  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough's  army,  had  mentioned  to  many^of  his  friends  tlaat  he  fhould  die 
on  a  particular  day.  That  upon  that  day  a  battle  took  place  with  the  French  5 
that  after  it  was  over,  and  Pendergraft  was  ftili  alive,  his  brother  officer?, 
while  they  were  yet  in  the  field,,  jcftingly  aflced  him  where  was  his  prophecy 
now.  Pendergraft  gravely  anfwercd,  *^  I  Ihall  die,  notwithftanding  what  you 
fee."  Soon  afterwards  there  came  a  fhot  from  aPrench  battery,  to  which  die 
orders  for  a  ceilation  of  arms  had  not  yet  reached,  and  he  was  killed  upon  the 
Ipot,  Colonel  Cecil,  who  took  poffeffion  of  his  cffcdba,  found  in  his  pocket^ 
book  the  following  folemn  entry : 

[Here  the  date.]  "  Dreamt — or———*  Sir  John  Friend  meets  mc :" 
(here  the  very  day  on  which  he  was  -killed  was  mentioned.)  Pendergraft  had 
been  a  witnefs  againft  Sir  John  Friend,  who  was  executed  for  high  treafon. 
General  Oglethorpe  faid,  he  was  in  company  with  Colonel  Cecil  when  Pope 
came  and  enquired  into  the  truth  of  this  ftory,  which  made  a  great  noifc  at  the 
time,  and  was  then  confirmed  by  the  Colonel. 

On  Saturday,  April  1 1,  Jxe  appointed  me  to  come  to  him  in  the  evening, 
when  he  faid  he  fliould  be  at  leifure  to  give  mc  fomc  afliftancc  for  the  defence 


«  Here  was  a  blanks  which  may  be  filled  up  thus  : — **  'was  told  fy  an  apparition  ;"— the  writer 
being  probably  unccruin  whether  he  was  afleep  or  awake  when  his  mind  was  imprci&d  with  the 
folcmo  prefentimeot  with  which  the  faft  afterwards  happened  fo  wonderfully  to  correfpond, 
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of  Haftic,  the  fchoolmafter  of  Campbelltown^  for  whom  I  was  to  appear  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  When  I  came^  I  found  him  xinwiliing  to  exert  himfelf.  I 
preflcd  him  to  write  down  his  thoughts  upon  the  fubjedb.  He  faid,  "  There's 
no  occafion  for  my  writing.  TH  talk,  to  you.'*  He  was,  however,  at  laft 
prevailed  on  to  diftate  to  me,  while  I  wrote  as  follows : 

"  The  charge  is,  that  he  has  ufed  immoderate  and  cruel  correftion.  Cor- 
redtion,  in  itfelfi  is  not  cruel  5  children,  being  not  reafonable,  can  be  governed 
only  by  fear.  To  imprefs  this  fear,  is  therefore  one  of  the  firft  duties  of  thofe 
'who  have  the  care  of  children.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  parent  j  and  has  never 
been  thought  inconfiftent  with  parental  tendemefi.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  mafter^ 
who  is  in  his  higheft  exaltation  when  he  is  loco  parentis.  Yet,  as  good  things 
become  evil  by  excels,  correftion,  by  being  immoderate,  may  become  cruel* 
But  when  is  corredtion  immoderate  ?  When  it  is  more  frequent  or  more 
fevere  than  is  required  ad  monendum  et  docendum^  for  reformation  and  inltruc* 
tion.  No  feverity  is  cruel  which  obftinacy  makes  neceflary. ;  for  the  greateft 
cruelty  would  be  to  defift,  and  leave  the  fcholar  too  carelefs  for  inllrudtion,  and 
too  much  hardened  for  reproof.  JLocke,  in  his  treatife  of  Education,  mendona 
a  mother,  with  applaufe,  who  whipped  an  infant  eight  times  before  ihe  had 
fubdued  it ;  for  had  fhe  Hopped  at  the  feventh  aft  of  correction,  her  daughter, 
fays  he,  would  have  been  ruined.  The  degrees  of  obftinacy  in  young  minds 
are  very  different ;  as  different  muft  be  the  degrees  of  perfe vering  feverity. 
A  ftubborn  fcholar  muft  be  correfted  till  he  is  fubdued.  The  difcipline  of  a 
fchool  is  military.  There  muft  be  either  unbounded  licence  or  abfolute  autho- 
rity. The  mafter  who  punifhes,  not  only  confults  the  future  happinefs  of  hiin 
who  is  the  immediate  fubjeft  of  correftion  j  but  he  propagates  obedience 
through  the  whole  fchool,  and  eftablifhes  regularity  by  exemplary  juftice* 
The  viftorious  obftinacy  of  a  fingle  boy  would  make  his  future  endeavoun 
of  reformation  or  inlbndtion  totally  ineffeftual.  Obflinacy,  therefore,  muft 
never  be  viftorious.  Yet,  it  is  well  known,  that  there  fomerimes  occurs  a 
llillen  and  hardy  refolution,  that  laughs  at  all  common  punifhment,  and  bids 
defiance  to  all  common  degrees  of  pain.  Cbrredion  muft  be  proportioned 
to  occafions.  The  flexible  will  be  reformed  by  gende  difcipline,  and  the 
refi^iftory  muft  be  fubdued  by  harlher  methods.  The  degrees  of  fcholaftick> 
as  of  military  puniihment,  no  ftated  rules,  can  afcertain.  It  muft  be  enforced 
till  it  overpowers  temptation ;  till  fhibbomnefs  becomes  flexible,  and  pcrverfe- 
nefs  .j-egular.  Cuftom  and  reafon  have,  indeed,  fet  fome  bounds  to  fcholaftick 
penalries.  The  fchoolmafter  inflifts  no  capital  punilhments ;  nor  enforces  his 
cdifts  by  cither  death  or  mutilation.     The  civil  law  has  wifely  determined, 

that 
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i77«*      that  a  matter  who  ftrikcs'at  a  fcholar's  eye  fhall  be  confidcred  as  criminal. 
JLizi'eu  ^"^  punifhmentsi,  however  fevere,  that  produce  no  lafting  evil,  may  be  juft* 
and  reafonable,  becaufe  diey  may  be  neceflary.     Such  have  been  the  punifh- 
ments  ufed  by  the  refpondent.     No  fcholar  has  gone  from  him  either  l)lind  or 
lame,  or  with  any  of  his  limbs  or  powers  injured  or  impaired.     They  were 
irregular,  and  he  puniflied  them :  they  were  obftinate,  and  he  enforced  his 
^  puniftiment.     But,  however  provoked,  he  never  exceeded  the  limits  of  mode- 
ration, for  he  inflidted  nothing  beyond  prefcnt  pain ;  and  how  much  qf  that 
was  required,  no  man  is  fo  little  able  to  determine  'as  thofe  who  have  deter- 
mined againft  him ; — ^the  parents  of  thfe  offenders. — It  has  been  faid,  that  he 
ufed  unprecedented  and  improper  inftruments  of  correftion.     Of  this  accufa- 
tion  the  meaning  is  not  very  eafy  to  be  found.     No  inftrument  of  correftion 
is  more  proper  than  another,  but  as  it  is  better  adapted  to  produce  prefent 
pain  widiout  lading  mifchief.     Whatever  were  his  inftruments,  no  lafting  mif- 
chief  has  cnfued ;  and  therefore,  however  unulual,  in  hands  fo  cautious  they 
were  proper. — ^It  has  been  objefted,  that  the  refpondent  admits  the  charge  of 
cruelty,  by  producing  no  evidence  to  confute  it.     Let  it  be  confidered,  that 
his  fcholars  arc  eidier  dilperfed  at  large  in  the  world,  or  continue  to  inhabit 
the  place  in  which  they  were  bred.   Thofe  who  are  difperfed  cannot  be  found : 
thofe  who  remain  are  the  fons  of  his  perfecutors,  and  are  not  likely  to  fupport 
a  man  to  whom  their  fathers  are  enemies.     If  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  enmity 
of  their  fiithers  proves  the  juftice  of  the  charge,   it  muft  be  confidered  how 
often  experience  fhews  us,  that  men  who  are  angry  on  one  ground  will  accufe 
on  another  j  with  how  little  kindnefs,  in  a  town  of  low  trade,  a  man  who  lives  by 
learning  is  regarded ;  and  how  implicitly,  where  the  inhabitants  arc  not  very 
rich,  a  rich  man  is  hearkened  to  and  followed.     In  a  place  like  Campbell* 
town  it  is  eafy  for  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants  to  make  a  party.    It  is  eafy 
for  that  party  to  Jieat  themfelvcs  with  imaginary  grievances.     It  is  eafy  for 
them  to  (^prefs  a  man  poorer  than  themfelves;   and  natural  to  aflert  the 
dignity  of  riches,  by  perfifting  in  opprellion.     The  argument  which  attempts 
to  prove  the  impropriety  of  reftoring  him  to  his  fchool,  by  alledging  that  he 
has  loft  the  confidence  of  the  people,  is  not  the  fubjeft  of  juridical  confident- 
tion  J  for  he  is  to  iiiffer,  if  he  muft  fuffer,  not  for  their  judgement,  but  for 
his  own  a£bion$.    It  may  be  convenient  for  them  to  have  another  mafter ;  but 
it  is  a  convenience  of  their  own  making.     It  wduld  be  likewife  convenient 
for  him  to  find  another  fchool ;  but  this  convenience  he  cannot  obtain. — ^The 
queftioh  is  not  what  is  now  convenient,  but  what  is  generally  right.     If  the 

people 
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people  of  Campbelltown  be  diftrefled  by  the  rcftoration  of  the  rcfpondent,      i77»- 
they  arc  diftrefled  only  by  their  own  fault ;  by  turbulent  paflions  and  unrea-  ^^i^f^T^ 
fonable  defires ;   by  tyranny,,  which  law  has  defeated,  and  by  malice  which 
virtue  has  furmounted." 

*^  This,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  you  are  to  turn  in  your  mind,  and  make  the  beft 
ufe  of  it  you  can  in  your  fpeech." 

Of  our  friend  Goldfmith  he  faid,  ''  Sir,  he  is  fo  much  afraid  of  being 
unnoticed,  that  he  often  talks  merely  left  you  Ihould  forget  that  he  is  in  the 
company."  Boswell.  "Yes,  he  ftands  forward."  Johnson.  "  True,  Sir; 
but  if  a  man  is  to  ftand  forward,  he  fhould  wi(h  to  do  it  not  in  an  aukward  pof- 
ture,  not  in  rags,  not  fo  as  that  he  Ihall  only  be  expofed  to  ridicule,"  Boswell. 
*'  For  my  part,  I  like  very  well  to  hear  honeft  Goldfmith  talk  away  carelefsly." 
JoHN50N,  "  Why  yes.  Sir  3  but  he  fhould  not  like  to  hear  himfelf." 

On  Tuefday,  April  14,  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Seflion  in  the  fchool- 
rnafter's  caufe,,yras  reverfed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  after  a  very  eloquent 
^ech  by  Lord  Mansfield,  who  Ihewed  himfelf  an  adept  in  fchool  difcipline, 
but  I  thought  was  too  rigorous  towards  my  client.  On  the  evening  of  the 
next  day  I  fupped  with  Dr.  Johnfon,  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  in  the 
Strand,  in  company  with  Mr.  Langton  and  his  brother-in-law.  Lord  Binning. 
I  repeated  a  fentence  of  Lord  Mansfield's  fpecch,  of  which,  by  the  aid  of  Mr. 
Longlands,  the  foUcitor  on  the  other  fide,  who  obligingly  allowed  me  to  com- 
pare his  note  with,  my  own,  I  have  a  full  copy :  "  My  Ix)rds,  feverity  is  not 
the  way  to  govern  either  boys  or  men."  "  Nay,  (faid  Johnfon,)  it  is  the  way 
to  govern  them.    I  know  not  whether  it  be  the  way  to  menJ  them." 

I  talked  of  the  recent  expulfion  of  fix  ftudents  from  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford,  who  were  methodifts,  and  would  not  defift  from  publickly  praying 
and  exhorting.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  that  expulfion  was  extremely  juft  and 
proper.  What  have  they  to  do  at  an  Univerfity  who  are  not  witling  to  be 
taught,  but  will  prefume  to  teach  ?  Where  is  religion  to  be  learnt  but  at  an 
Univerfity  ?  Sir,  they  were  examined,  and  found  to  be  mighty  ignorant 
fellows."  BoswELL.  **  But,  was  it  not  hard.  Sir,  to  expel  them,  for  I  am 
told  they  were  good  beings  ?"  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  believe  they  might  be  good 
beings ;  but  they  were  not  fit  to  be  in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford.  A  cow  is  a 
very  good  animal  in  the  field  5  but  we  turn  her  out  of  a  garden."  Lord 
Elibank  ufed  to  repeat  this  as  an  illuftration  uncommonly  happy. 

Defirous  of  calling  Johnfdn  forth  to  talk,  and  exercife  his  wit,  though  I 
Ihould  myfelf  be  the  objeft  of  it,  I  refolutcly  ventured  to  undertake  the 
iicfence  of  convivial  indulgence  in  wine,  though  he  was  not  to-night  in  the 
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mod  genial  humour.  After  ui^ng  the  common  plaufibk  topicks,  I  at  laH 
had  recourfe  to  the  maxim^  in  vino  Veritas  j  a  man  who  is  well  warmed  widt 
wine  will  fpeak  truth,  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  that  may  be  an  argument  for 
drinking,  if  you  fuppofe  men  in  general  to  be  liars.  But,  Sir,  I  would  not 
keep  company  with  a  fellow  who  lyes  as  long  as  he  is  fbber,  and  whom  you 
muft  make  drunk  before  you  can  get  a  word  of  truth  out  of  him  ^^' 

Mr.  Langton  told  us  he  was  about  to  cftablifli  a  fchool  upon  his  eftate,  but 
it  had  been  fuggefted  to  him,  that  it  might  have  a  tendency  to  make  the 
people  lels  induftrious.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir*,  While  learning  to  read  and 
write  is  a  diftindtion,  the  few  who  have  riiat  diftindtion  may  be  the  lefs  inclined 
to  work :  but  when  every  body  learns  to  read  and  write,  it  is  no  longer  a 
diftindion.  A  man  who  has  a  laced  waiftcoat  is  too  fine  a  man  to  work ;  but  if 
every  body  had  laced  waiftcoats,  we  fhould  have  people  working  in  laced  waift- 
coats.  There  arc  no  pcojde  whatever  more  induftrious,  none  who  work  more, 
than  our  manufafturers ;  yet  they  have  all  learnt  to  read  and  write.  Sir, 
you  muft  not  negledl:  doing  a  thing  immediately  good,  from  fear  of  remote 
evil  i — from  fear  of  its  being  abufed.  A  man  who  has  candles  may  fit  up'  too 
late,  which  he  would  not  do  if  he  had  not  candles  f^ut  nobody  will  deny  diac 
the  art  of  making  candles,  by  which  light  is  continued  to  us  beyond  the  time 
that  the  fun  gives  us  light,  is  a  valuable  art,  and  ought  to  be  preferved.'^ 
BoswELt.  "  But,  Sir,  would  it  not  be  better  to  follow  Nature ;  and  go  to 
Ibed  and  rife  juft  as  Nature  gives  us  light  or  with-holds  it  ?"  .  Johnson.  <«  No, 
Sir ;  for  then  we  fhould  have  no  kind  of  equality  in  the^partidon  of  our  time 
between  fleeping  and  waking.  It  would  be  very  different  in  different  feafons 
and  m  different  places.  In  fome  of  the  northern  parts  of  Scodand  how  little 
light  is  there  in  the  depth  of  winter !  '* 

We  talked  of  Tacitus^^  and  I  hazarded  an  opinion,  that  with  aU  his  merit 
for  penetradon>  fhrewdncfs  of  judgement,  and  terfenefs  of  exprcflion,  he  was 
too  compaA,  too  much  broken  into  hints,  as  it  werc^  and  therefore  too  diffi- 
cult to  be  underftood.  To  my  great  fadsfadKon  Dr.  Johnfon  fandbioned  this 
opinion.  "  Tacitus,  Sir,  feems  to  me  rather  to  have  made  notes  for  an  hiC- 
torical  work,  than  to  have  written  a  hiftory  \*' 

'  Mrs.  Pioaal,  in  her  •*  Anecdotes,"^  p.  261,  has  given  aa  erroneous  accoant  of  this  incident^ 
:tt  of  many  others.  She  pretends  to  relate  it  from  recoUeaion,  as  if  (he  herfclf  had  been  piefcnti 
when  the  fad  is^  that  it  was  comjnunicated  to  her  by  me.  She  has  reprefented  it  as  a  pcr- 
fonality,  and  the  true  point  has  efcaped  her. 

•  It  is  remarkable,  that  Lord  Monboddo,  whom  on  account  of  his  refembling  Dr.  Johnfon  in 
ji^ijj  *MBC  particulars,  Foote  called  an  Elzevir  edition  of  htm,  has,  by  coincidence,  made  the  reiy 

•  ,r  fcpc  tcmarlu    OHgm  md  Frogrefi  of  Language^  voL  iii.  ad  edit*  p.  219. 
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At  this  time  it  appears  from  his  "  Prayers  and  Meditations/*  that  he  had      177*' 
been  more  than  commonly  diligent  in  religious  duties,  particularly  in  reading  '^tatt  6 1! 
the  holy  fcriptures.     It  was  Paflion  Week,    that  folemn  feafon  which  the 
Chriftian  world  has  appropriated  to  the  commemoration  of  the  myfteries'of 
our  redemption,  ^and  during  which,  whatever  embers  of  religion  are  in  our 
breafts,  will  be  kindled  into  pious  warmth. 

I  paid  him  fliort  vifits  both  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  and  feeing  his  large 
(bJto  Greek  Teftament  before  him,  beheld  him  with  a  reverential  awe,  and 
would  not  intrude  upon  his  time.  While  he  was  thus  employed  to  luch  good 
purpofe,  and  while  his  friends  in  dieir  intercourfc  with  him  conftandy  found 
a  vigorous  intelle£i:  and  a  lively  imagination,  it  is  melancholy  to  read  in  his 
private  regifter,  "  My  mind  is  unfetded  and  my  memory  confiifed.  ]  have 
of  late  turned  my  thoughts  with  a  very  ufelefs  eameftnefs  upon  paft  incidents, 
I  have  yet  got  no  command  over  my  thoughts ;  an  unpleafing  incident  is  almoft 
certain  to  hinder  mj^  reft^.'*  What  phUofophick  heroifm  was  it  in  him  to 
appear  with  fuch  manly  fortitude  to  the  world,  while  he  was  inwardly  fo  dif-  • 
trefled !  We  may  furely  believe  that  the  myfterious  principle  of  being  *<  made 
perfeft  through  fufleringj*  was  to  be  ftrongly  exemplified  in  him. 

On  Sunday,  April  1 9,  being  Eafter-day,  General  Paoli  and  I  paid  him  % 
vifit  before  dinner.  We  talked  of  the  notion  that  blind  perfbns  can  diftinguiih 
colours  by  the'  touch.  Johnfbn  £ud,  that  Profeflbrx  Sanderfon  mentions  his 
having  attempted  to  do  it,  4)ut  that  he  found  he  was  aiming  at  an  impoflibility# 
that  to  be  fure  a  difierence  in  the  furface  makes  the  difference  of  colours ;  but 
that  difference  is  fo  fine,  that  it  is  not  fenfible  to  the  touch.  The  General 
mentioned  jugglers  and  fraudulent  gamefters,  who  could  know  cards  by  the 
touch.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  "  the  cards  ufed  by  fuch  perfons  muft  be  lefi 
poli(hed  than  ours  commonly  are.** 

We  talked  of  founds.  The  General  faid,  there  was  no  beauty  in  a  fimple 
(bund  but  only  in  an  harmonious  compofition  of  founds.  I  prefumed  to  differ 
fj-om  this  opinion,  and  mentioned  the  foft  and  Iwe'et  found  oi  a  fine  woman's 
voice.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  if  a  ferpent  or  a  toad  uttered  it,  you  would  think 
it  ugly."  BoswELL.  "  So  you  would  think.  Sir,  were  a  beautiful  tune  to  be 
uttered  by  one  of  thofc  animals."  Johnson.  **  No^  Sir,  it  would  be  admired. 
We  have  feen  fine  fidlers  whom  we  liked  as  little  as  toads,"  (laughing). 

Talkmg  on  the  fubjeft  of  tafte  in  the  arts,  he  faid,  that  difference  of  taflc 
wasj  in  truth,  difiercncc  of  flcilL     Boswell.  *^  But,  Sir,  is  there  not  a  quality 
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177**  Called  tafte,  which  confifts  merely  in  perception  or  in  liking  ?  For  inftanrce, 
Iffitat.'^t!  ^^  ^^^  people  differ  much  as  to  what  is  the  beft  ftyle  of  Englifli  compofition. 
Some  think  Swift's  the  beft ;  others  prefer  a  fiiUer  and  grander  way  of  writing." 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  muft  firft  define  what  you  mean,  by  flyle,  before  you  can 
judge  who  has  a  good  tafte  in  flyle,  and  who  has  a  bad. .  The  two  clafles  of 
perfons  whom  you  have  mentioned  don't  differ  as  to  good  and  bad.  They  both 
agree  that  Swift  has  a  good  neat  flyle  i  but  one  loves  a  neat  ftyle,  another  loves  a 
flyle  of  more  fplendour.  In  like  manner,  one  loves  a  plain  coat,  another  loves 
a  laced  coat  j  but  neither  will  'deny  that  each  is  good  in  its  kind."       "^  • " 

While  I  remained  in  London  this  Ipring,  I  was  with  him  at  feveral'  other 
times,  both  by  himfelf  and  in  company.  I  dined  with  him  one  day  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  in  the  Strand,  with  Lord  Elibank,.  Mr.  Langton,. 
and  Dr.  Vanfittart  ot  Oxford.  Without  Ipecifying  each  particular  day,  L  halwj 
preferved  the  following  memorable  things. 

I  regretted  the  refleftion  in  his  Preface  to  Shakipeare  againft  Garrick,  ta 
whom  we  cannot  but  apply  the  following  paffage  :  "  I  collated  fuch  copies  as 
I  could  procure,  and  wifhed  for  more,  but  have  not  found  the  colledtors  of 
thcfe  rarities  very  communicative."  I  told  him,  that  Garrick  had  complained 
to  me  of  it,  and  had  vindicated  himfelf  by  afliuring  me,  that  Johnfoh  was 
made  welcome  to  the  full  ufe  of  his  coUcdtion,  and  that  he  left  the-  key  of  it 
with  a  fervant,  with  orders  to  have  a  fire  and  every  convenience  for  him.  I 
^und  Johnfon*s  notion  was,  that  Garrick  wanted  to  be  courted  for  them,  and 
that,  on  the  contrary,  Garrick  fliould  have  courted  him,  and  fcnt  him  the 
plays  of  his  own  accord.  But,  indeed,,  confidering  the  flovenly  and  carelefs 
manner  In  which  books  were  treated  by  Johnfon>  it  could  not  be  expefled 
that  fcarce  and  valuable  editions  fliould  have  been  lent  to  him. 

A  gentleman  having  to  fome  of  the  ufual  arguments  for  drinking  added 
this  1  "  You  know.  Sir,  drinking  drives  away  care,  and  makes  us  forget  what- 
ever is  difagreeable.  Would  not  you  allow  a  maa  to  drink  for  that  reafon  ?** 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  if  he  fat  next  you.** 

I  exprefled  a  liking  for  Mr.  Francis  Oft>orn*s  works,  and  aflced  him  what 
lie  thought  of  that  writer.  He  anfwered,  "  A  conceited  fellow.  Were  a 
man  to  write  fo  now,  the  boys  would  throw  ftones  at  him."  He  however  did 
not  alter  my  opinion  of  a  favourite  authour,  to  whom  I  was  firft  -diredbed.  by 
his  being  quoted  in  "  The  Speftator/'  and  in  whom  I  have  found*  much 
Ihrewd  and  lively  fenfe,  exprefled  indeed  in  a  flyle  fomewhat  quaint,  which, 
however,  I  do  not  diflike.  His  book  has  an  air  of  originality*  We  figure 
to  ourfelves  an  ancient  gentleman  talking  to  us, 

Whea 
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When  one  of  his  friends  endeavoured  to  maintain  that  a  country  gentleman      »77*- 
might  contrive  to  pafs  his  life  very  agreeably,  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  you  cannot  l^ItTdj* 
give  me  an  inftarice  of  any  man  who  is  permitted  to  lay  out  his  own  time, 
contriving  not  to  have  tedious  hours."     This  obfervation,  however,  is  equally 
applicable  to  gentlemen  who  live  in  cities,  and  are  of  no  profeflion. 

He  laid,  '*  there  is  no  permanent  national  charafter  -,  it  varies  according  to 
circumftances,.  Alexander  the  Great  fwept  India:  now  the  Turks  Iweep 
Greece.'* 

A  learned  gentleman  who  in  the  courfe  of  converfation  wilhed  to  inform  us 
of  this  fimple  faft,  that  the  Counfel  upon  the  circuit  at  Shrew/bury  were  mucH 
bitten  by  fleas,  took,  I  fuppofe,  feven  or  eight  minutes  in  relating  it  circum- 
ftantially.  He  m  a  plenitude  of  phrafe  told  us,  that  large  bales  of  woollen  cloth 
Ifiiere  lodged  in  the  town-hall ;— that  by  reafon  of  this,  fleas  ncftled  there  in 
prodigious  num'bers  j— that  the  lod^ngs  of  the  Counfel  were  near  to  the 
town-hall  i— and  that  thofe  little  animals  moved  from  place  to  place  with 
wonderful  a^lity,  Johnfon  fat  in  great  impatience  till  the  gentleman  had 
finilhed  his  tedious  narrative,  and  then  burft  out,  "  It  is  a  pity.  Sir,  that  you 
have  not  ieen  a  lion ;  for  a  flea  has  taken  you  iiich  a  time,  that  a  lion  muft 
have  fervcd  you  a  twelvemonth  •/' 

He  -would  not  allow  Scotland  to  derive  any  credit  from  Lord  Mansfield  i . 
for  he  was  educated  in  England.  "  Much  (faid  he,)  may  be  made  of  z 
Scotchman,  if  he  be  caugbf  young." 

Talking  of  a  modern  hiflorian  and  a  modem  moralifl,  he  faid,  *'  There  is' 
more  thought  in  the  moralift  than  in  the  hiftorian.  There  is  but  a  fhallow 
ftream  of  thought  in  hiftory/*  Boswell.  "  But  furely.  Sir,  an  hiftorian  has 
refleftion.'*  Johnson.  "  Why  yes.  Sir;  and  fo  has  a  cat  when  fhe  catches  a 
moufe  for  her  kitten.  But  Ihe  cannot  write  like  the  moralift  i  neither  can  the 
hiftorian.** 

He  faid,  "  I  am  very  unwilling  to  read  the  manufcripts  of  authours,  andl 
give  them  my  opinion.  If  the  authours  who  apply  to  me  have  money,  I 
bid  them  boldly  print  without  a  name ;  if  they  have  written  in  order  to  get 
money,  I  tell  them  to  go  to  the  bookfellers,  and  make  the  belt  bargain 
they  can."  Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  if  a  bookfeller  fhould  bring  you  a  manu- 
fcript  to  look  at."-^JoHNSON.  "  Why,  Sir,  I  would  defirc  the  bookfeller  to 
take  it  away." 

'  Mrs.  Piozzi*  to  whom  I  to!d  this  anecdote,  has  related  it,  as  if  the  gentlemaa  had  giren 
^'  the  natural  h/fiory  of  the  mmft!*    Anecdotes,  p.  191, 

I  mentioned 
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1772*  I  mentioned  a  friend  of  mine  who  had  refided  long  in  Spain^  and  Nfas 
'MuuSx.  unwilling  to  return  to  Britain.  Johnson.  '^  Sir,  he  is  attached  tQ  fona^ 
woman.*'  Boswell.  "  I  rather  believe.  Sir,  it  is  the  fine  climate  which  keep$ 
him  there."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  how  can  you  talk  fo  ?  What  is  climate 
to  happinefs  ?  Place  me  in  the  heart  of  Afia,  ihould  I  not  be  exiled  ?  What 
proportion  does  climate  bear  to  the  complex  fyftcm  of  human  life.  Yoamay 
advife  me  to  go  and  live  at  Bologna  to  eat  f^ufagesJ  The  ftufages  there,  are 
the  beft  in  the  world ;  they  lofe  much  by  being  carried." 

On  Saturday,  May  9,  Mr.  Pempfter  and  I  had  agreed  to  dine  by  ourfclves 
at  the  Britilh  coffee-houfe.  Johnfon,  on  whom  I  happened  to  call  in  the 
morning,  faid,  he  would  join  us,  which  he  did,  and  we  Ipent  a  very  pl^afant 
day,  though  I  recoiled  but  little  of  what  paffed. 

He  iaid,  "  Walpole  was  a  minifter  given  by  the  King  to  the  people  :  Pitt 
was  a  minifter  given  by  the  people  to  the  King,— <is  an  adjunft." 

'*  The  misfortune  of  Goldfmith  in  converfatipn  is  this :  he  goes  on  without 

.    knowmg  how  he  is  to  get  oflf.     His  genius  is  great,  but  his  knowledge  i$ 

j&nalL     As  they  fay  of  a  generous  man,  it  is  a  pity  he  is  not  rich  i  we  may 

fay  of  Goldfmith,  it  is  a  pity  he  is  not  knowing.     He  would  not  keep  hia 

knowledge  to  himfelf." 

Before  leaving  London  this  year,  I  confulted  him  upon  a  qucftion  purely 
of  Scotch  law.  It  was  held  of  old,  and  continued  for  a  long  period,  to  be  an 
dStablilhed  principle  in  that  law,  that  whoever  intermeddled  with  the  efFeds  of 
a  perfon  deceafed,  widiout  the  interpofition  of  legal  authority  to  guard  againft 
embezzlement,  fhould  be  fubjefted  to  pay  all  the  debts  of  the  deceafed,  za 
having  been  guilty  of  what  was  technically  called  vitiaus  intromiffion.  The  Court 
of  Seflion  had  gradually  relaxed  the  ftriftnefs  of  this  principle,  where  the  inter-i 
ference  proved  had  been  inconfiderable.  In  a  cafe  ^  which  came  before  that 
Court  the  preceding  winter,  I  had  laboured  to  perfuade  the  Judges  to  return 
to  the  ancient  law.  It  was  my  own  fincere  opinion,  that  they  ought  to  adhere  to 
it ;  but  I  had  exhaufted  all  my  powers  of  reafoning  in  vain.  Johnfon  thought 
as  I  did  i  and  in  order  to  aflift  me  in  my  application  to  the  Court  for  a  revifion 
and  alteration  of  the  judgement,  he  didlated  to  me  the  following  argument: 

"  This,  we  are  told,  is  a  law  which  has  its  force  only  from  the  long  prac- 
tice of  the  Court  j  and  may,  therefore,  be  fufpended  or  modified  as  the  Court 
fliall  think  proper. 

*'  Concernmg  the  power  of  the  Court  to  make  or  to  fulpend  a  law,  we  have 
no  intention  to  inquire.     It  is  fufficient  for  our  purpofe  that  every  juft  law  is 


*  Wilfon  againft  Smith  and  Armour. 
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diftatcd  by  reafon  -,  and, that  the  praftice  of  every  legal  Court  is  regulated  by  1772. 
equity.  It  is  the  quality  of  reafon  to  be  invariable  and  conftant ;  and  of  Vja/^r! 
ccfuity,  to  give  to  one  man  what,  in  the  fame  cafe,  is  given  to  another.  The 
advantage  which  humanity  derives  from  law  is  this :  that  the  law  gives  every 
man  a  rule  of  a6lion,  and  prefcribes  a  mode  of  condu6t  which  fliall  entitle 
him  to  the  fopport  and  protection  of  fociety.  That  the  law  may  be  a  rule  of 
aftion,  it  is  neceflary  that  it  be  known  i— it  b  neceflary  that  it  be  permanent 
and  ftable.  The  law  is  the  meafure  of  civil  right  j  but  if  the  meafure  be 
changeable,  the  extent  of  the  thing  meafured  never  can  be  fetded. 

**  To  permit  a  law  to  be  modified  at  difcretion,  is  to  leave  the  community 
without  kw.  It  is  to  withdraw  fht  direftion  of  that  publick  wifdom,  by 
which  the  deficiencies  of  private  underftanding  are  to  be  fupplied.  It  is  to 
fufFer  the  rafh  and  ignorant  to  adt  at  difcretion,  and  then  to  depend  for  the 
legality  of  that  adion  on  the  fentence  of  the  Judge.  He  that  is  thus  governed, 
lives  not  by  law,  but  by  opinion :  not  by  a  certain  rule  to  which  he  can  apply 
his  intention  before  he  afts,  but  by  an  uncertain  and  variable  opinion,  which 
he  can  never  know  but  after  he  has  committed  the  a6t  on  which  thit  opinion 
fliall  be  pafled.  He  lives  by  a  law  (if  a  law  it  be,)  which  he  can  never  kixow 
before  he  has  offended  it.  To  this  cafe  may  be  juftly  applied  that  important 
principle,  mifera  e^Jervitus  ubi  jus  eft  aut  incognitum  out  vagum.  If  Intromif- 
fion  be  not  criminal  till  it  exceeds  a  certain  point,  and  that  point  be  unfetded, 
and  confequendy  different  in  different  minds,  the  right  of  Intromiffion,  a|id 
the  right  of  the  Creditor  arifing  from  it,  are  all  jura  vaga,  ^nd,  by  confe- 
quence,  are  jura  incognita  j  iand  the  refult  can  be  no  other  than  a  mifera 
Jer^iiusy  an  uncertainty  concerning  the  event  of  aftion,  a  fcrvile  dependance 
on  private  opinion. 

"  It  may  be  urged,  and  with  great  plaufibility,  that  there  may  be  Intro- 
miffion without  fraud ;  which,  however  true,  will  by  no  means  juftify  an 
occafional  and  arbitrary  relaxation  of  the  law.  The  end  of  law  is  proteftion 
as  well  as  vengeance.  Indeed,  vengeance  is  never  ufed  but  to  ftrengthen 
protedtion.  That  fociety  only  is  well  governed,  where  life  is  freed  from  danger 
and  from  fufpicion ;  where  poffeffion  is  fo  fheltered  by  falutary  prohibitions, 
that  violation  is  prevented  more  frequentiy  than  punifhed.  Such  a  prohibition 
was  this,  while  it  operated  with  its  original  force.  The  creditor  of  tlie  deceafed 
was  not  only  without  lols,  but  without  fear.  He  was  not  to  feek  a  remedy 
lor  an  injury  fuffered  j  for  injury  was  warded  off. 

"  As  the  law  has  been  fometimes  adminiftered,  it  lays  us  open  to  wounds, 
l)ecaufc  it  is  imagined  to  have  the  power  of  healing.    To  punifli  fraud  wh^n 

a 
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it  is  dcteftcd,  is  the  proper  a6t  of  vindiftive  juftice ;  but  to  prevent  frauds, 
and  make  punifhment  unneceflary,  is  the  great  employment  of  legiflativc 
wifdom.  To  permit  Intromiflion,  and  to  punifli  fraud,  is  to  make  law  no 
better  than  a  pitfall.  To  tread  upon  the  brink  is  fafe ;  but  to  come  a  ftep 
further  is  deftruftion.  But,  furely,  it  is  better  to  enclofe  the  gulf,  and  hinder 
all  accefs,  than  by  encouraging  us  to  advance  a  little,  to  entice  us  afterwards 
a  litde  further,  and  let  us  perceive  our  folly  only  by  our  dcftruftion, 

«  As  law  fupplies  the  weak  with  adventitious  ftrength,  it  likewife  enlightens 
the  io-norant  with  extrinfick  underftanding.  Law  teaches  us  to  know  when  we 
commit  injury,  and  when  we  fufFer  it.  It  fixes  certain  marks  upon  anions, 
by  which  we  are  admonifhed  to  do  or  to  forbear  them,  ^ijibi  bene  temperat 
in  licitisy  fays  one  of  the  fathers,  nunquam  cadet  in  ilUcita.  He  who  never  intro- 
mits at  all,  will  never  intromit  with  fraudulent  intentions. 

*'  The  relaxation  of  the  law  againft  vicious  intromiflion  has  been  very 
favourably  reprefented  by  a  great  matter  of  jurifprudence  \  whofe  words  have 
been  exhibited  with  unneceflary  pomp,  and  feem  to  be  confidered  as  irrefiftibly 
decifive.  The  great  moment  of  his  authority  makes  it  neceflary  to  examine 
his  pofiuon*  *  Some  ages  ago,  (fays  he,)  before  the  ferocity  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  part  of  the  ifland  was  fubdued,  the  utmoft  fevcrity  of  the  civiliaw  was 
neceflary,  to  reftrain  individuals  from  plundering  each  other.  Thus,  the 
man  who  intermeddled  irregularly  with  the  moveables  of  a  perfon  daceafed, 
was  fubjefted  to  all  the  debts  of  the  deceafed  without  limitation.  This 
makes  a  branch  of  the  law  of  Scodand,  known  by  the  name  of  vicious  intro-^ 
mi/Jion  j  and  fo  rigidly  was  this  regulation  applied  in  our  Courts  of  Law,  that 
the  moft  trifling  moveable  abftrafted  mala  fidcy  fubjedted  the  intermeddler 
to  the  foregoing  confequences,  which  proved  in  many  inftances  a  moft  rigo- 
rous punifliment.  But  this  feverity  was  neceflary,  in  order  to  ftibdue  the 
undifciplined  nature  of  our  people.  It  is  extremely  remarkable,  that  in  pro- 
portion to  our  improvement  in'manners,  this  regulation  has  been  gradually 
foftened,  and  applied  by  our  fovereign  Court  with  a  Iparing  hand.' 

"  I  find  myfelf  under  a  neceflity  of  obferving,  that  this  learned  and  judi- 
xrious  writer  has  not  accurately  diftinguiflied  the  deficiencies  and  demands  of 
the  different  conditions  of  human  life,  which,  from  a  degree  of  favagenels  and 
independence,  in  which  all  laws  are  vain,  pafles  or  may  pais,  by  innumerable 
gradations,  to  a  ftate  of  reciprocal  benignity,  in  which  laws  ftuU  be  no  longer 
iicccflTary.     Men  are  firft  wild  and  unfocial,  living  each  man  to  himfelfi*  taking 

'  Lord  Kames,  in  bis  '*  Hiftorical  Law  Tia^4" 

from 
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from  the  weak,  and  lofing  to  the  ftrong.  In  their  firft  coalitions  of  Ibciety,  i??^- 
much  of  this  original  favagenefs  is  retained.  Of  general  happincfs,  the  produdl  ^[^[Jf^ 
of  general  confidence,  there  is  yet  no  thought.  Men  continue  to  profecute  their 
own  advantages  by  the  neareft  way ;  and  the  utmoft  feverity  of  the  civil  law 
is  neceffary  to  reftrain  individuals  from  plundering  each  other.  The  rcftraints 
then  neceflary,  are  reftraints  from  plunder,  from  afts  of  publick  violence,  and 
undifguifed  oppreffion.  The  ferocity  of  our  anceftors,  as  of  all  other  nations, 
-produced  not  fraud  but  rapine.  They  had  not  yet  learned  to  cheat,  and 
attempted  only  to  rob.  As  manners  grow  more  polifhed,  with  the  knowledge 
of  good,  men  attain  likewife  dexterity  in  evil.  Open  rapine  becomes  lefs 
freq^icnt,  and  violence  gives  way  -to  cunning.  Thofe  who  before  invaded 
pafturcs  and  ftormed  houfes,  now  begin  to  enrich  themfelves  by  unequal  con- 
trails and  fraudulent  intromiffions.  It  is  not  againft  the  violence  of  ferocity, 
but  the  circumventions  of  deceit,  that  this  law  was  framed }  and  I  am  afraid 
the  increafe  of  commerce,  and  the  inceflant  ftruggle  for  riches  which  com- 
merce excites,  give,  us  no  prolpcft  of  an  end  fpeedily  to  be  expefted  of 
artifice  and  fraud.  It  therefore  feems  to  "be  no  very  conclufive  reafoning, 
which  connefts  thofe  two  propofitions ; — *  the  nation  is  become  lefs  ferocious, 
and  therefore  the  laws  againft  fraud  and  coven  fhall  be  relaxed.* 

"  Whatever  reafon  may  have  influenced  the  Judges  to  a  relaxation  of  the 
law,  it  was  not  that  the  nation  was  grown  lefs  fierce ;  and,  I  am  afraid,  it 
cannot  be  affirmed  that  it  is  grown  lefs  fraudulent. 

"  Since  this  law  has  been  reprefcnted  as  rigoroufly  and  unreafbnably  penal, 
it  feems  not  improper  to  confider  what  are  the  conditions  and  qualities  that 
make  the  juftice  or  propriety  of  a  penal  law. 

."  To  make  a  penal  law  reafonable  and  juft,  two  conditions  are  neceffary, 
and  two  proper.  It  is  neceffary  that  the  law  fhould  be  adequate  to  its  end ; 
that,  if  it  be  obferved,  it  fhall  prevent  the  evil  againft  which  it  is  direfted. 
It  is,  fecondly,  necefiary  that  the  end  of  the  law  be  of  fuch  importance,  as  to 
deferve  the  fecurity  of  a  penal  fan£fcion.  The  other  conditions  rf  a  penal  law, 
which  though  not  abfolutely  necef&ry,  are  to  a  very  high  degree  fit,  are, 
that  to  the  moral  violation  of  the  law  there  are  many  temptations,  and  that 
of  the  phyfical  obfervance  there  is  great  facility. 

*'  All  thefe  conditions  apparendy  concur  to  juftify  the  law  which  we  are 
now  confidering.  Its  end  is  the  fecurity  of  property ;  and  property  very 
often  of  great  value.  The  method  by  which  it  effefts  the  fecurity  is  effica- 
cious, becaufe  it  admits,  in  its  original  rigour,  no  gradations  of  injury ;  but 
keeps  guilt  and  innocence  apart,  by  a  diftinft  and  definite  limitation*    He 

D  d  d  that 
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that  intromits,  is  criminal  j  he  that  intromits  not,  is  innocent.  Of  the  two 
fecondary  conjfiderations  it  cannot  be  denied  that  both  are  in  our  fevoun  The 
temptation  to  intromit  is  frequent  and  ftrong  -,  fb  ftrong  and  fo  frequent,  as 
to  require  the  utmoft  aftivity  of  ^uftice,  and  vigilance  of  caution,  to  withftand 
its  prevalence  j  and  the  method  by  which  a  man  may  entitle  himfelf  to  legal 
intromiffion  is  fo  open  and  fo  facile,  that  to  negleft  it  is  a  proof  of  fraudulent 
intention :  for  why  (hould  a  man  omit  to  do  (but  for  reafons  which  he  will 
not  confefs,)  that  which  he  can  do  fo  eafily,  and  that  which  he  knows  to  be 
required  by  the  law  ?  If  temptation  were  rare,  a  penal  law  might  be 
deemed  unneceffary.  If  the  duty  enjoined  by  the  law  were  of  difficult  per- 
formance, omiffion,  though  it  could  not  be  juftified,  might  be  pitied* 
But  in  the  prefent  cafe,  neither  equity  nor  compaffion  operate  againft  it. 
A  ufeful,  a  neceflary  law  is  broken,  not  only  without  a  reafonable  motive, 
but  with  all  the  inducements  to  obedience  that  can  be  derived  from  fafety  and 

facility. 

"  I  therefore  return  to  my  original  pofition,  that  a  law,  to  have  its  effedl, 

muft  be  permanent  and  ftable.    It  may  be  iaid,  in  the  language  of  the  fohools. 

Lex  non  recepit  majus  et  minus^ — ^we  may  have  a  law,  or  we  may  have  no  law, 

but  we  cannot  have  half  a  law.     We  muft  either  have  a  rule  of  adion,  or  be 

permitted  to  ad  by  dJfcretion  and  by  chance.     Deviations  from  the  law  muft 

be  uniformly  punilhed,  or  no  man  can  be  certain  when  he  Ihall  be  lafe. 

"  That  from  the  rigour  of  the  original  inftitution  this  Court  has  fometimes 
departed,  cannot  be  denied.  But,  as  it  is  evident  that  fuch  deviations,  as  they 
make  law  uncertain,  make  life  unfafe,  I  hope,  that  of  departing  from  it 
there  will  now  be  an  end  j  that  the  wildom  of  our  anceftors  will  be  treated 
with  due  reverence ;  and  that  confifl:ent  and  fteady  decifions  will  furnifh  the 
people  with  a  rule  of  adion,  and  leave  fraud  and  fraudulent  intromdffion  no 
future  hope  of  impunity  or  efcape." 

With  fuch  comprehenfion  of  mind,  and  fuch  cleamels  of  penetration,  did  he 
thus  treat  a  fubjed  altogether  new  to  him,  without  any  other  preparation 
than  my  having  ftated  to  him  the  arguments  which  had  been  ufed  on  each  lidc 
of  die  queftion.  His-intelledhial  powers  appeared  with  peculiar  luftre,  when 
tried  againft  thofe  of  a  writer  of  fo  much  fame  as  Lord  Kames,  and  that  too 
in  his  Lordfhip^s  own  department, 

-This  mafterly  argument,  after  being  prefaced  and  concluded  with  fome 
fentcnces  of  my  own,  and  gamifhed  with  the  ufual  formularies,  was  adually 
printed  and  laid  before  the  Lords  of  Seflion,  but  without  fuccefs.  My 
refpefted  friend  Lord  Hailes,  however,  one  of  that  honourable  body,   had 

I  critical 
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critical  fagacity  enough  to  difcover  a  more  than  ordinary  hand  in  the  PetUion.      ^11^- 
I  told  him  diat  Dr.  Johnfon  load  favoured  me  with  his  pen.     His  Lordfhip,  ^'tat.  63! 
with  wonderful  acumen^  pointed  out  cxadly  where  his  compofition  begaii,  and     • 
where  it  ended.     But  that  I  may  do  impartial  juftice,  and  conform  hy  the 
great  rule  of  Courts,  Suum  cuique  tribuUo^  I  muft  add,  that  their  Londfhifcs  in 
general,  though  they  were  pleaied  to  call  tiiis  *'  a  well-drawn  paper,"  pre- 
ferred the'  former  very  inferiour  petition  which  I  had  written  ;•  thus  confirm- 
ing the  truth  of  an  obfervation  made  to  me  by  one  of  their  number,  in  a 
merry  mood :    "  My  dear  Sir,  give  yourfelf  no  trouble  in  the  compofition 
of  the  papers  you  prefent  to  us ;    for,  indeed,   it  is  cafting  pearls  before 
fwine." 

I  renewed  my  Iblicitations  that  he  would  this  year  accomplilh  his  long- 
intended  Tifit  to  Scodand. 

70  James  Boswell,   ]^q. 

V 

*'  Dear  Sir, 

*^  T  H  E  regret  has  not  been  little  with  which  I  hkve  mifled  a  journey 
fo  pregnant  with  pleafing  expeftations,  as  that  in  which  I  could  promife  my- 
felf  not  only  the  gratification  of  curiofity,  both  rational  and  fanciful,  but  the 
delight  of  feeing  thofe  whom  I  love  and  efteem,  ♦♦******♦*  ♦^ 
But  fuch  has  been  the  courfe  of  things,  that  I  could  not  come  j  and  fuch  has 
been,  I  am  afraid,  the  flate  of  my  body,  that  it  would  not  well  have  feconded 
my  inclination.  My  body,  I  think,  grows  better,  and  I  refer  my  hopes  to 
another  year  j  for  I  am  very  fincere  in  my  defign  to  pay  the  vifit,  and  take 
the  ramble.  .  In  the  mean  time,  do  n6t  omit  any  opportunity  of  keeping. up 
a  favourable  opinion  of  me  in  the  minds  of  any  of  my  fiiends.  Beatrie's 
book  is,  I  believe,  every  day.  more  liked  j  at  leafl,  I  like  it  more,  as  1  look 
more  upon  it.  • 

^^  I  am  glad  if  you  got  credit  by  your  caufe,  and  am  yet  of  opinion  that 
our  caufe  was  good,  and  that  the  determination  ought  to  have  been  in  your 
&vour.     Poor  Haftte,  I  think,  had  but  his  deferts. 

^'  You  promifed  to  get  me  a  litde  Findar>  and  may  add  to  it  a  litde 
Anacreon. 

"  The  leifure  which  I  cannot  enjoy,  it  will  be  a  pleafure  to  hear  that  you 
employ  upon  the  antiquities  of  the  feudal  eflablifhment.  The  whole  fyftem 
of  ancient  tenures  is  gradually  pafling  away  j  and  I  wilh  to  have  the  know- 

Ddd  2  ledge 


\ 


THE     LIFE     OF    DR.    JOHNSOl^. 

ledge  of  it  prelerved  adequate  and  compkte.  For  fuch  an  inftitution  makcs> 
a  very  innportant  part  of  the  hifltory  of  mankind*  Do  not  forget  a  defiga 
fo  worthy  of  a  fcholar.who  ftudiesthe  laws  of  his. country,  and  of  a  gentle- 
man who  may  naturally  be  curious  to  know  ,  the  condition  of  his  ownr 
anceftors.    I  am,,  dear  Sir,. 

f  Yours  with  great  affeftion, 
"  Au^uftji,,  1772..  •  Sam.  Johnson.'*  - 

To  Dr.  Johnson^ 

"  My  dear  Sir,  Edinburgh,  Dec zy,  1772;. 

•  - 

**  I  WAS  much  difappointed  that  you  did  not  come  to  Scodand  laft 

<^ijlwmn-    However,  1  muft  own  that  your  letter  prevents  me  from  complainr- 

ing ;  not  only  becaufe  I  am  fenfible  that  the  ftate  of  your  health  was  -but 

too  good  an  excufe,  butbecaufe  you  write  in  a  ftrain  which  fhews  that  you. 

have  agreeable  views  of  the  fchcme  which  we  have  fb  long  propofed. 

"  I  communicated  to  Beattie  what  you  faid  of  his  book  in  your  laft  letter 
to  me.  He  writes  to  me  thus :  ^  You  judge  very  righdy  in  fuppofing  that 
Dr.  Johnfon's  favourable  opihion  of  my  book  muft  give  me  great  delight. 
Indeed  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  fay  how  much  I  am  gratified  by  it  j  for  there 
is  not  a  man  upon  earth  whofe  good  opinion  I  would  be  more  ambitious  to 
Cultivate.  His  talents  and  his  virtues  I  reverence  more  than  any  words  can 
cxprefs.  Th^  extraordinary  civilities,  (the  paternal  attentions  I  fhould  rather 
fey,)  and  the  many  inftruftions  I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  him, 
will  to  me  be  a  perpetual  fource  of  pleaiure  in  the  recolledtioir. 

*  Dum  metnor  i^e  met  dum  Jpiritus  h^s  reget  artusJ 

«  I  had  flill  fome  thoughts,  while  the  fummer  lafted,  of  being  obliged  to 
go  to  London  on  fome  little  bufinefs;  otherwife  I  fhould  certainly  have 
troubled  him  with  a  letter  feveral  months  ago,  and  given  fome  vent  to  my 
gratitude  and  admiration.  This  I  intend  to  do,  as  foon  as  I  am  left  a  litde  at 
leifure.  Mean  time,  if  you  have  occafion  to  write  tb  him,  I  beg  you  will 
offer  him  my  moft  refpedtful  compliments,  and  afiurc  him  of  the  fincerity  of 
my  attachment  and  the  warmth  of  my  gratitude.' 

"  I  am,  &c. 

"  Jameis  Boswbll.*' 

In 
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In  1773  his  only  publication  was  an  edition  of  his  folio  Diftionaiy>  with  "773- 
additions  and  correftions  j  nor  did  he,  fo  far  as  is  known,  furnifh  any  produc-  jEtat.  64. 
tions  of  his  fertile  pen  to  any  of  his  numerous  friends  or  dependants,  except  the 
Preface  *  to  his  old  amanuenfis  Macbean's  "  Diftionary  of  ancient  Geography." 
His  Shakipeare,  indeed,  which  had  been  received  with  high  approbation  by  the 
publick,  and  gone  through  fevcral  editions,  was  this  year  re-publiflied  by 
George  Steevens,  Efq.  a  gentleman  not  only  deeply  (killed  in  ancient  learn- 
ing, and  of  very  extenfive  reading  in  Englifli  literature,  elpecially  die  early 
writers,  but  at  the  fame  time  of  acute  difcernment  and  elegant  tafte.  It  is 
almoft  unneceflary  to  fay,  that  by  his  great  and  valuable  additions  to  Dr. 
Johnibn!s  work,  hejuftly  obtained  confiderable  reputation :. 

**  Divifum  imperium  aim  Jove  C^Jar  babetJ* 

Ito  James  Boswxll,  Efy. 

"  Dejir  Sir, 

"I  HAVE  read  your  kind  letter  much  more  than  the  elegant  Pindar 
which  it  accompanied.     I  am  always  glad  to  find  myfelf  not  forgotten,  and  to 

be  forgotten  by  you  would  give  me  great  uneafinefs.     My  northern  friends  Sj 

have  never  been  unkind  to  me :  I  have  from  you,  dear  Sir,  teftimonies  of 
afFeftion,  which  I  have  not  often  been  able  to  excite  j  and  Dr.  Beattie  rates 
the  teftimony  which  I  was  defirous  of  paying  to  his  merit,  much  higher  than 
I  ihould  have  thought  it  reafonable  to  expeft. 

*'  I  have  heard  of  your  mafquerade.     What  fays  your  Synod  to  fuch  inno- 
vations ?     I  am  not  fhidioufly  fcrupulous,^  nor  do  L  think  a  mafquerade  either 
^  evil  in  itfelf,  or  very  likely  to  be  the  occafion  of  evil ;  yet  as  the  world  thinks 
it  a  very  licentious  relaxation  of  manners,  I  would  not  have  been  one  of  the 
jf;i;;^maiquers  in  a  country  where  no  mafquerade  had  ever  been'before*. 

*'  A  new  edition  of  my  great  Diftionary  is  printed,  from  a  copy  which  I 
was  perfliaded  to  revife ;  but  having  made  no  preparation,  I  was  able  to  do 
very  litde.  Some  fiiperfitiities  I  have  expunged,  and  fome  faults  I  have  cor- 
refted,  and  here  and  there  have  fcattered  a  remark  j  but  the  main  fabrick  of 
the  work  remains  as  it  was.  I  had  looked  very  litde  into  it  fihce  I  wrote  it, 
and,  I  think,  I  found  it  full  as  often  better,  as  worfe,  than  lexpedted. 

**  Baretti  and  Davies  have  had  a  furious  quarrel  j  a  quarrel,  I  think,  irre- 
concileable.     Dr.  Goldfmith  has  a  new  comedy^  which  is  expedbed  in  the 

« 

*  Theie  had  beeft  mafqnendet  ia  Scotland  befote :  but  not  ibr  a  veiy  long  time. 

fpring. 


«/ 
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fpring.  No  name  is  yet  given  it.  The  chief  diverfion  arifes  from  a  ftratagcm 
by  which  a  lover  is  made  to  miftake  his  future  father-in-law's  houfc  for  an 
inn.  This,  you  fee,  borders  upon  farce.  The  dialogue  is  quick  and  gay, 
and  die  incidents  are  fo  prepared  as  not  to  fccm  improbable. 

"  I  am  forry  that  you  loft  your  caufe  of  Intromiifion,  becauie  I  yet  think 
the  arguments  on  your  fide  unanfwerable.  But  you  feem,  I  think,  to  fay  that 
you  gained  reputatiori  even  by  your  defeat  j  and  reputation  you  will  daily  gain, 
if  you  keep  Lord  Auchinleck's  precept  in  your  mind,  and  endeavour  to  con- 
'folidate  in  your  mind  a  firm  and  regular  fyftem  of  law,  inftcad  of  picking  up 
occafional  fragments. 

"  My  health  feems  in  general  to  improve ;  but  I  have  been  troubled  for 
many  weeks  with  a  vexatious  catarrh,  which  is  fomedmes  fufficiently  diftrefsfijl. 
I  have  not  found  any  great  effefts  from  bleeding  and  phyfick ;  and  am  afraid, 
that  I  muft  expeft  help  from  brighter  days  and  fofter  air. . 

"  Write  to  me  now  and  then ;  and  whenever  any  good  befalls  you,  make 
hafte  to  let  me  know  it,  for  no  one  will  rejoice  at  it  more  than,  dear  Sir,     ^ 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

«  London,  Feb  2+,  1773.  SaM.    TohnSON* 

*^  You  continue  to  ftand  very  high  in  the  favour  of  Mrs.  Thrale.'* 


,  On  Saturday,  April  3,  the  day  after  my  arrival  in  London  this  year,  I  went 
to  his  houfe  late  in  the  evening,  and  fat  with  Mrs.  Williams  till  he  came 
home.  I  found  in  the  London  Chronicle,  Dr.  Goldfniith's  apology  to  the 
publick  for  bearing  Evans,  a  bookfeller,  on  account  of  a  paragraph  in  a  newC- 
paper  publifhed  by  him,  which*  Goldfmith  thought  impertinent  to  him  and  to 
a  lady  of  his  acquaintance.  The  apology  was  written  fo  much  in  Dr.  Johnfon's 
manner,  that  both  Mrs.  Williams  and  I  fuppofed  it  to  be  his ;  byt  when  he 
'  came  home  he  foon  undeceived  us.  When  he  faid  to  Mrs.  Williams,  "  Well, 
Dr.  Goldfmith's  manifefto  has  got  into  your  paper  j"  I  alked  him  if  Dr. 
Goldfmith  had  written  it,  with  an  air  that  made  him  fee  I  fulpefted  it  was 
his,  though  fubfcribed  by  Goldfmith.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  Dr.  Goldfmith  would 
jio  more  have  alked  ine  to  write  fuch  a  thing  as  that  for  him,  than  he  would 
have  afked  me  to  feed  him  with  a  Ipoon,  or  to  do  any  thing  elfe  that  denoted 
his  imbecillity.  I  as  much  believe  that  he  wrote  it,  .as  if  I  had  feen  him  do  it. 
Sir,  had  he  fhewn  it  to  any  one  friend,  he  would  not  have  been  allow^  to 
publilh  it.  He  has,  indeed,  done  it  very  well;  but  it  is  a  foolifh  thing  well 
done.    I  fupppfe  he  has  been  fo  much  elated  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  new 

comedy. 


THE    LIFEOP    DR.    JOHNSON. 

comedy,  that  he  has  thought  every  thing  that  concerned  him  muft  be  of  im- 
portance to  the  publick."  Boswell.  "  I  fancy.  Sir,  this  is  the  firft  time  tliat 
he  has  been  engaged  in  fuch  an  adventure."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  I  believe 
It  is  the  firft  time  he  has  ieat ;  he  may  have  been  beaten  before.  This,  Sir, 
is  a  new  plume  to  him." 

I  mentioned  Sir  John  Dalrymple's  "  Memoirs  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,'* 
and  his  difcoveries  to  the  prejudice  of  Lord  Ruflcl  and  Algernon  Sydney. 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  every  body  who  had  juft  notions  of  government  thought 
them  rafcals  beforie.  It  is  well  that  all  mankind  now  fee  them  to  be  rafcals." 
Boswell.  "But,  Sir,  may  not  thofe  difcoveries  be  true  without  their  being 
rafcals."  Johnson.  "  Confider,  Sir.i  would  any  of  them  have  been  willing 
to  have  had  it  known  diat  they  intrigued  with  France  ?  Depend  upon  it. 
Sir,  he  who  does  what  he  is  afraid  fhould  be  known,  has  fbmething  rotten 
about  him.  This  Dalrymplc  feems  to  be  an  honeft  fellow  i  for  he  tells  equally 
what  makes  againft  both  fides.  But  nothing  can  be  poorer  than  his  mode  of ' 
writing:  it  is  the  mere  bouncing  of  a  fchool-boy.  Great  He!  but  greater 
She!  and  fuch  ftuff." 

I  could  not  agree  with  him  in  this  criticifin  j  for  though  Sir  John  Dalrymple's 
ftyle  is  not  regularly  formed  in  any  relpeft,  and  one  cannot  help  fmiling  fome- 
times  at  his  aflfefted  grandihquence^  there  is  in  his  writing  a  pointed  vivacity, . 
and  much  of  a  gentlemanly  Ipirit. 

At  Mr.  Thrale's,  in  the  evening,  he  repeated  his  ufual  paradoxical  decla- 
mation againft  aftion  in  publick  (peaking.  "  Aftion  can  have  no  efFeft  upon 
reafonable  minds.  Jt  may  augment  noife,  but  it  never  can  enforce  argument. . 
If  you  fpeak  to  a  dog,  yfcu  ufe  aftion ;  you  hold  up  your  hand  thus,  becaufe 
he  is  a  brute ;  and  in  proportion  as  men  are  removed  from  brutes,  aftion  will 
have  the  Icfs  influence  upon  them."  Mrs.  Thrale.  "  What  then.  Sir,. 
becomes  of  Demofthcnes's  faying?  *  Aftion,  aftion,  aftion!"  Johnson. 
*^  Demoflhenes,  Madam,  Ipoke  to  an  aflerably  of  brutes  i  to  a  barbarous 
people." 

I  thought  it  extraordinary,  that  he  fhould  deny  the  power  of  rhetorical, 
aftion  upon  hunian  nature,  when  it  is  proved  by  innumerable  fafts  in  all 
ftages  of  fociety.     Reafonable  beings  are  not  folely  reafonable.     They  have 
fancies  which  may  be  pleafed,  paffions  which  may  be  roufed. 

Lord  Chefterfield  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  remarked,  th^t  almoft  all  of 

that  celebrated  nobleman's  witty  fayings  were  puns.     He,  however,  allowed 

the  merit  of  good  wit  to  his  Lordlhip's  faying  of  Lord  Tyrawley  and  himfelf^ 

when  both  very  dd  and  infirm  :  "  Tyrawley  and  I  have  been  dead  thefe  two 

years  j  but  we  don't  choofe  to  have  it  known," 

He 
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He  talked  with  approbation  of  an  intended  edition  of  *'  The  Speftator," 
with  notes ;  two  volumes  of  which  had  been  prepared  by  a  gentleman  eminent 
in  the  literary  world,  and  the  materials  which  he  had  collefted  for  the  remainder 
had  been  transferred  to  another  hand.  He  obferved,  that  all  works  which 
defcfibe  manners,  require  notes  in  fixty  or  feventy  years,  or  lefe ;  and  told  us, 
Jie  had  communicated  all  he  knew  that  could  throw  light  upon  "  The 
Speftator."  He  faid,  "  Addifon  had  made  his  Sir  Andrew  Freeport  a  true 
Whig,  arguing  againft  giving  charity  to  Jbeggar^,  and  throwing  out  other  fuch 
Ajngracious  fentiments  j  but  .that  he. had  thought  better,  and  made  amends  by 
.making  him  found  an  hofpital  for  depayed  formers."  •  He  called  for  the  "Volume 
of  "  The  Speftator"  in  which  that  account  is  contained,  and  read  it  aloud  to 
us.  He  read  fo  well,  that  every  thing  acquired  additional  weight  and  grace 
from  his  utterance. 

The  converfation  having  turned  on  modern  imitations  of  ancient  ballads, 
and  fome  one  having  praifed  .their  fimplicity,  he  treated  them  with  diat  ridi- 
cule which  he  always  dilplayed  when  this  fubjefb  was  mentioned. 

He  difapproved  of  introducing  fcripture  phrafcs  into  fecular  difcourfe. 
This  feemed  to  me  a  queftion  of  fome  difficulty.  A  fcripture  expreffion  may 
be  ufed,  like  a  highly  claflical  phrafe,  to  produce  an  inilantaneous  itrong  im- 
preffion ;  and  it  may  be  done  without  being  at  all  improper.  Yet  J  own 
there  is  danger,  that  applying  the  language  of  our  facred  book  to  ordinary 
fubjefts  may  tend  to  leflen  our  reverence  for  it.  If  therefore  it  be  introduced 
at  all,  it  fhould  be  with  very  great  caution.  ^ 

On  Xhurfday,  April  8^  I  fat. a  good  part  of  the  evening  with  him,  but  he 
was  very  filent.  He  faid,  "  Burnet's  Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,'  is  very 
entertaining.  The  ftyle,  indeed,  is  mere  chit-chat.  I  do  not  believe  that 
Bumet  intentionally  lyed ;  but  he  was  fo  much  prejudiced,  that  he  took  no 
pains  to  find  out  the  truth.  He  was  like  a  man  who  refolves  to  regulate  his 
time  by  a  certain  watch  i  but  will  not  inquire  whether  the  watch  is  right, 
or  not," 

Though  hq  was  not  difpofed  to  talk,  he  was  unwilling  4:hat  I  fliould  leave 
him ;  and  when  I  looked  at  my  watch,  and  told  him  it  was  twelve  o'clock, 
he  cried,  ^^  What's  that  to  you  and  me  ?"  and  ordered  Frank  to  teU  Mrs. 
Williams  that  we  were  coming  to  drink  tea  with  her,  which  we  did.  It  was 
fetUed  that  we  ihould  go  to  church-together  next  day. 

Qn  the  ^di  of  April,  being  Good  Friday,  I  brcakfafted  with  him  on  tea  and 
crois'buns  i  DoSlor  Levet,  as  Frank  called  him,  making  the  tea.  He  carried 
mc  with  him  to  the  church  of  St.  Clement  Danes,  where  he  had  his  feat  j  and 

his 
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Ills. behaviour  was,  as  I  had  imaged  to  myfelf,  folcmnly  devout.     I  never  fliall      »773* 
forget  the  tremulous  earneftnefs  with  which  he  pronounced  the  aweflil  petition  ^tat'  64. 
in  the  Litany:  "  In  the  hour  of  death,  and  at  the  day  of  judgement,  good 
Lord  deliver  us/* 

We  went  to  church  both  in  the  morning  and  evening.  In  the  interval  between 
the  two  fervices  we  did  not  dine,  but  he  read  in  the  Greek  New  Teftament, 
and  I  turned  over  feveral  of  his  books. 

In  Archbiftiop  Laud's  Diary,  I  found  the  following  paflage,  which  I  read 
to  Dr.  Johnfon : 

"  1623.  February  i,  Sunday,  I  flood  by  the  moft  illuftrious  Prince 
Charles',  at  dinner.  He  was  then  very  merry,  and  talked  occafionally  of 
many  things  with  his  attendants*  Among  other  things,  he  faid,  that  if  he 
were  neceffitated  to  take  any  particular  profcflion  of  life,  he  could  not  be  a 
lawyer,  adding  his  reafons :  *  I  cannot  (fiuth  he,)  defend  a  bad,  nor  yield  in 
a  good  caufe."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  this  is  falfe  reafoning ;  becaufe  every  caufe 
has  a  bad  fide :  and  a  lawyer  is  not  overcome,  though  the  caufe  which  he  has 
endeavoured  to  fupport  be  determined  againft  him.'* 

I  told  him  that  Goldfmith  had  faid  to  me  a  few  days  before,  *^  As  I  take  my 
flioes  from  the  Ihoemaker,  and  my  coat  from  the  taylor,  fo  I  take  my  religion 
from  the  prieft."  I  regretted  this  loofe  way  of  talking.  Johnson.  "  Sir, 
he  knows  nothing ;  he  has  made  up  his  mind  about  nothing." 

To  my  great  furprize,  he  alked  me  to  dine  with  him  on  Eafter-day.  I 
never  fuppofed  that  he  had  a  dinner  at  his  houfe ;  for  I  had  not  then  heard  of 
any  one  of  his  friends  having  been  entertained  at  his  table.  He  told  me,  "  I 
generally  have  a  meat  pye  on  Sunday :  it  is  baked  at  a  publick  oven,  which 
is  very  properly  allowed,  becaufe  one  man  can  attend  it ;  and  thus  the  advan- 
tage  is  obtained  of  not  keeping  fervants  from  church  to  drefs  dinners." 

April  1 1,  being  Eafter-Sunday,  after  having  attended  divine  fervicc  at  St. 
Paul's,  I  repaired  to  Dr.  Johnfon's.  I  had  gratified  my  curiofity  much  in 
dining  with  Jean  Jacques  Rousseau,  while  he  lived  in  the  wilds  of  Neuf- 
chatel :  I  had  as  great  a  curiofity  to  dine  with  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  in  the 
dufky  recefs  of  a  court  in  Fleet-ftreet.  I  fuppofed  we  fliould  fcarcely  have  knives 
and  forks,  and  only  Ibme  ftrange  uncouth  ill-dreft  difli :  but  I  found  every 
xhing  in  very  good  order.  *  We  had  no  other  company  but  Mrs.  Williams  and 
A  young  woman  whom  Idid  not  know.  As  a  dinner  here  was  confidered  as  a 
fmgular  phaenomenon,  and  as  I  was  frequendy  interrogated  on  the  fubjeft,  my 

'  Afterwards  Charles  L 
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1773-      readers  may  perhaps  be  defirous  to  know  our  bill  of  fare.    Foote,  I  remember,, 
^tau  64-  i^  allufion  to  Francis j  the  ne^Oy  was  willing  to  fuppofe  that  our  repaft  was 
black  broth.     But  the  faft  was,  that  we  had  a  very  good  foup,  a  boiled  leg  of 
lamb  and  fpinach,  a  veal  pye,  and  a  rice  pudding. 
'  Of  Dr.  John  Campbell,  the  authour,  he  faid,   "  He  is  a  very  inquifitivc  - 

and  a  very  able  man,  and  a  man  of  good  religious  principles,  though  I  am 
afraid  he  has  been  deficient  in  prafticc.  Campbell  is  radically  right  \  and  we 
may  hope,  that  in  time  there  will  be  good  praftice."- 

He  owned  that  he  thought  Hawkefworth  was  one  of  his  imitators,  but  he 
did  not  think  Goldfmith  was.  Goldfmith,  he  faid,  had  great  merit.  Boswell. 
"  But,  Sir,  he  is  much  indebted  to  you  for  his  getting  fo  high  in  the  publick 
eftimation."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  he  has,  perhaps,  got  fooner  to  it  by  his 
intimacy  with  me." 

Goldfmith,  though  his  vanity  often  excited  him  to  occafional  competition, 
had  a  very  high  regard  for  Johnfon,  which  he  at  this  time  exprefled  in  the  ftrongelt 
manner  in  the  Dedication  of  his  comedy,  entided,  "  She  ftoops  to  conquer  *." 

Johnfon  obferved,  that  there  were  very  few  books  printedr  in  Scodand  before 
die  Union.  He  had  feen  a  complete  coUeftion  of  them  in  the  pofleffion  of  the 
Honourable  Archibald  Campbell,  a  nonjuring  Bilhop*.  I  wifh  this  colleftion 
had  been  kept  entire.  Many  of  them  are  in  the  library  of  the  Faculty  of 
Advocates  at  Edinburgh.  I  told  Dr.  Johnfon  that  I  had  fome  intention  to 
write  the  life  of  the  learned  and  worthy  Thomas  Ruddiman.  He  faid,  "  I 
Ihould  take  pleafure  in  helping  you  to  do  honour  to  him.  But  his  farewell, 
letter  to  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  when  he  refigned  the  office  of  their 
Librarian,  Ihould  have  been  in  Latin." 

I  put  a  queftion  to  him  upon  *  a  fadt  in  common  life,  which  he  could  not 
ahfwer,  nor  have  I  found  any  one  cjfe  who  could.  What  is  the  reafon  that 
women  fcrvants,  though  obliged  to  be  at  the  expence  of  purchafing  their  own 
clothes,  have  much  lower  wages  than  men  fervants,  to  whom  a  great  propor- 
tion of  that  article  is  fornilhed,  and  when  in  fadt  our  female  houfe  fervants 
work  much  harder  than  the  male  ? 

^  **  By  infcribing  this  flight  performance  to  yon,  I  do  not  mean  fo  much  to  compliment  you, 
as  myielf.  It  may  do  me  fome  honour  to  inform  the  pubh'ck,  that  I  have  lived  many  years  in 
intimacy  with  you.  It  may  ferve  the  interefts  of  mankind  alfo  to  inform  them,  that  the  gieateft 
wit  may  be  found  in  a  character,  without  impairing  th&  moll  unafieded  piety." 

s  See  an  account  of  this  learned  and  refpe^lable  gentleman,  and  of  his  curious  work  on  the 
Middle  State t  *♦  Journal  of  a  Toui  to  the  Hebrides,"  3d  edit.  p.  371. 

I  He 
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He  told  me,  that  he  had  twelve  or  fourteen  tinnies  attempted  to  keep  a 
journal  of  his  life>  but  never  could  perfcvcre.  He  advifed  me  to  do  it.  ^'  The 
great  thing  to  be  recorded,  (faid  he,)  is  the  ftate  of  your  own  mind  j  and 
you  fhould  write  down  every  thing  that  you  remember,  for  you  cannot  jxidge 
at  firft  what  is  good  or  bad ;  and  write  immediately*  while  the  imprcffion  is 
fre/h,  for  it  will  not  be  the  fame  a  week  afterwards." 

I  again  folicited  him  to  communicate  to  me  the  particulars  of  his  early  year?.' 
He  faid,  "  You  (hall  have  them  all  for  two-pence.  I  hope  you  fliall  know  a 
great  deal  more  of  me  before  you  write  my  Life."  He  mentioned  to  me  this 
day  many  circumftances,  which  I  wrote  down  when  I  went  home,  and  have 
ifncr^^wVCn  in  the  former  part  of  this  narrative. 

On  Tuefclay,  April  13,  he  and  Dr.  Goldfmith  and  I  dined  at  General  Ogle- 
thorpe's. Goldfmith  expatiated  on  the  common  topick,  that  the  race  of  our  peo- 
ple was  degenerated,  and  that  this  was  owing  to  luxury.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  in  the 
firft  place,  I  doubt  the  faft.  I  believe  there  are  as  many  tall  men  in  England 
now,  as  ever  there  were.  But,  fecondly,  fuppofing  the  ftature  of  our  people 
to  be  diminiflied,  4Jiat  is  not  owing  to  luxury ;  for.  Sir,  confider  to  how  very 
fmall  a  proportion  of  our  people  luxury  can  reach.  Our  foldiery,  furely,  are 
not  luxurious,  who  live  on  fix-pence  a  day ;  and  the  fame  remark  will  apply 
to  almoft  all  the  other  clafles.  Luxury,  fo  far  as  it  reaches  the  poor,  will  do 
good  to  the  race  of  people :  it  will  ftrengthen  and  multiply  them.  Sir,  no 
nation  was  ever  hurt  by  luxury ;  for,  as  I  faid  before,  it  can  reach  byt  to  a 
very  few.  I  admit  that  the  great  increafe  of  commerce  and  manufaftures 
hurts  the  military  ipirit  of  a  people ;  becaufe  it  produces  a  competition  for 
fomething  elfe  than  martial  honours, — a  competition  for  riches.  It  alfo  hurts 
the  bodies  of  the  people ;  for  you  will  obferve,  there  is  no  man  who  works  at 
any  particular  trade,  but  you  may  know  him  from  his  appearance  to  do  fo. 
One  part  or  other  of  his  body  being  more  ufed  than  the  reft,  he  is  in  Ibme 
degree  deformed:  but.  Sir,  that  is  not  luxury.  A  tailor  fits  crofs-legged ; 
but  that  is  not  luxury."  Goldsmith.  "  Come,  you're  juft  going  to  the  fame 
place  by  another  road."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  I  fay  that  is  not  luxury.  Let 
us  take  a  walk  from  Charing-crofs  to  "Whitechapel,  through,  I  fuppofe,  the 
greateft  feries  of  (hops  in  tlie  world,  what  is  there  in  any  of  thefe  (hops,  (if 
you  except  gin-ftiops,)  that  can  do  any  human  being  any  harm  ?"  Goldsmith. 
**  Well,  Sir,  Til  accept  your  challenge.  The  very  next  Ihop  to  Northumber- 
land-houfe  is  a  pickle-fliop."  Johnson.  "  Well,  Sir :  do  we  not  know  that 
a  maid  can  in  one  afternoon  make  pickles  llifficient  to  ferve  a  whole  family  for 
a  year  ?   nay,   that  five  pickle-Ihops  can  ferve  all  the  kingdom  ?     Befides, 

Eee  2  Sir, 
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i773«      Sir,  there  is  no  harm  done  to  any  body  by  the  making  of  pickles,  or  the  cat- 
Mui  64^  ing  of  pickles.'' 

We  drank  tea  with  the  ladies  j  and  Goldfinith  fung  Tony  Lumpkin^s  fong 
in  his  comedy,  "  She  ftoops  to  conquer,."  and  a  very  pretty,  one,  to  an  Iriih 
tune,  which  he  had  defigned  for  Mifs  Hardcaftle  -,  but  as  Mrs.  Bulkeley,  who 
played  the  part,  could  not  fing,  it  was  left  out.  He  afterwards  wrote  it  down 
for  me,  by  which  means  it  was  preferved,  and  now  appears  amongft  his  poems* 
Dr.  Johnfon,  in  his  way  home,  ftopt  at  my  lodgings  in  Piccadilly,  and  fat 
with  me,  drinking  tea  a  fecond  time,  till  a  late  hour. 

I  told  him  that  Mrs.  Macaulay  faid,  fhe  wondered  how  he  could  reconcile 
liis  political  principles  with  his  moral ;  his  notions  of  inequality  and  fubordj* 
nation  with  wiinirig  '^^H  tO  th?  happinefs  of  all  mankipH^  -rho  might  live  fo 
agreeably,  had  they  all  their  portions  of  land,  and  none  to  domineer  over 
another.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  I  reconcile  my  principles  very  well,  becaufe 
mankind  are  happier  in  a  ftate  of  inequality  and  fubordination.  Were  they  to 
be  in  this  pretty  ftate  of  equality,  they  would  foon  degenerate  into  brutes  i— • 
they  would  become  Monboddo's  nation ; — ^their  tails  would  grow*  Sir,  all 
would  be  lofers,  were  all  to  work  to  all : — they  would  have  no  intelleftual 
improvement.  All  intelle6hial  improvement  arifes  from  leifure:  all  leillirc 
arifes  from  one  working  for  another." 

Talking  of  the  family  of  Stuart,*  he  faid,  "  It  (hould  feem  that  the  femily 
at  prefent  on  the  throne  has  now  eftablifhed  as  good  a  right  as  the  former 
family,  by  the  long  confent  of  the  people ;  and  that  to  difturb  this  right  might 
be  confidered  as  culpable.  At  the  lame  time  I  own,  that  it  is  a  very  difficult 
queftion,  when  confidered  with  relpeft  to  the  houfc  of  Stuart.  To  oblige 
people  to  take  oaths  as  to  the  dilputed  right,  is  wrong.  I  know  not  whether 
I  could  take  them :  but  I  do  not  blame  thofe  who  do."  So  confcientious  and 
(b  delicate  was  he  upon  this  fubjeft,  which  has  occalioned  fo  much  clamour 
againft  him. 

Talking  of  law  cafes,  he  laid,  "  The  Englilh  reports,  in  general,  are  very 
poor :  only  the  half  of  what  has  been  laid  is  taken  down  j  and  of  that  hal^ 
much,  is  miftaken.  Whereas,  in  Scotland,  the  arguments  on  each  fide  are 
deliberately  put  in  writing,  to  be  confidered  by  the  Court.  I  think  a  collec- 
tion of  your  cafes  upon  fubjefts  of  importance,  with  the  opmions  of  the 
Judges  upon  them,  would  be  valuable.'* 

On  Thurfday,  April  1.5,  I  dined  with  him  and  Dr.  Goldfmith  at  General 
Paoli's.  We  found  here,  Signor  Martinelli,  of  Florence,  authour  of  a  Hiftory 
of  England  in  Italian,  printed  at  London,. 
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I  fpoke  of  Allan  Ramfay's  "  Gentle  Shepherd,"^  in  the  Scottifh  dialed,  as      '775- 
the  bed  paftoral  that  had  ever  been  written  i  not  only  abounding,  with  beauti-  ^[^Jf^ 
fill  rural  imagery,  and  juft  and  pleafmg  fentiments,  but  being  a  real  picture 
of  manners  5  and  I  offered  to  teach  Dr.  Johhfonto  underftand  it.    "  No,  Sir, 
(faid  he,)  I  won't  learn  it.     You  (hall  retain  your  fuperiority  by  my  not 
knowing  it/* 

This  brought  on  a.  quefldon  whether  one  man  is  leflencd  by  another's 
acquiring  an  equal  degree  of  knowledge  with  him.  Johnfon  afferted.the. 
affirmative.  I  maintained  that  the  pofition  might  be  true  in  thofe  kinds  of 
knowledge  which  produce  wifdom,  power,  and  force,  fo  as  to  enable  one  man: 
to  have  the  government  of  others ;  but  that  a  man  is  not  in  any  degree  lef- 
lened  by  others  knowing  as  well  as  he  what  ends  in  mere  pleafure  : — eating 
fine  fruits,  drinking  delicious  wines,  reading  exquifite  poetry. 

The  General  obferved,.  that  Martinelli  was  a  Whig.  Johnson.  ^^  I  am 
forry  for  it*  It  fhews  the  Ipirit  of  the  times :  he  is  obliged  to  temporife." 
BoswELL.  "  I  rather  think.  Sir,  that  Toryifm  prevails  in  this  reign.'*' 
Johnson.  "  I  know  not  why  you  ihould  think  fo.  Sir.  You  fee  your  friend. 
Lord  Lyttelton>  a  nobleman,  is  obliged  in  his  Hiftor)-  to  write  the  moft. 
vulgar  Whiggifm.'* 

An  animated  debate  took  place  whether  Martinelli  Ihould  continue  his 
Hiftory  of  England  to  the  prefent  day.      Goldsmith.    ^^To  be  fure  he 
fhould."     Johnson.  "No,  Sir;  he  would  give  great  offence.     He  would 
have  to  tell  of  almoft  all  the  living  great  what  they  do  not  wifh.  told.'* 
Goldsmith.  "  It  may,  perhaps,  be  neceffary  for  a  native  fo  be  more  cautious ; . 
but  a  foreigner  who  comes  among  us  without  prejudice,  may  be  confideredi 
as  holding  the  place  of  a  Judge,  and  may  Ipeak  his  mind  freely."    Johnson.  . 
"  Sir,  a  foreigner,  when  he  fends  a  work  from  the  prefs,  ought  fo  be  on  his . 
guard  againft  catching  the  errour  and  miftaken  enthufiafm  of  the  people 
among  whom  he  happens  to  be."     Goldsmith.  "  Sir,  he  wants  only  to  fell 
his  hilboryi  and  tell-  truth  i    one  an.  honeft,  the  other  a  laudable  motive." 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  they  are  both  laudable  motives.     It  is  laudable  in  a  man  to- 
wifti  to  live  by  his  labours ;  but  he  Ihould  write  fo  as  he  may  live  by  them, 
not  fo  as  he  may  be  knocked  on  the  head.   I  would  advife  him  to  be  at  Calais 
before  he  publiflies  his  hiftory  of  the  prefent  age.     A  foreigner  who  attaches 
himfelf  to  a  political  party  in  this  country,  is  in  the  worft  ftate  that  can  be 
imagined :   he  is  looked  upon  as  a  mere  intermeddler.     A  native  may  do  it 
from  intereft."   Boswell.  "  Or  principle."   Goldsmith.  "  There  are  people, 
who  tell  a  hundred  political,  lies  every  day,  and  are  not  hurt  by  ic     Surely, 

then, , 


THE     LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

then,  one  may  tell  truth  with  fafety."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  in  the  firfl:  place, 
he  who  tells  a' hundred  lies  has  difarmed  the  force  of  his  lies.  But  befides; 
a  man  had  rather  have  a  hundred  lies  told  of  him,  than  one  truth  which  he 
does  not  wifti  fhould  be  told."  Goldsmith.  "  For  my  part,  I'd  tell  truth, 
and  (hame  the  devil."  Johnson.  '^^  Yes,  Sir;  but  the  devil  will  be  angry.  I 
wifh  to  fhame  the  devil  as  much  as  you  do  -,  but  I  fhould  choofe  to  be  out  of 
the  reach  of  his  claws."  Goldsmith.  "  His  claws  can  do  you  no  harm, 
when  you  have  the  Ihield  of  truth." 

It  having  been  obferved  that -there  was.litde  holpitality  in  London;  Johnson* 

'^^  Nay,  Sir,  any  man  who  has  a  name,  or  who  has  the  power  of  pleafing, 

•will  be  very  generally  invited  in  London.  The  man,  Sterne,  I  have  been  told, 

has  had  engagements  for  three  months."    xGoldsmith*  "  And  a  very  dull 

felbw:"     Johnson.  "  Why  no.  Sir." 

Martinelli  told  us,    that  for  feveral  years  he  lived  much  with  Charles 

Townftiend,  and  that  he  ventured  to  tell  him  he  was  a  bad  joker.     Johnson. 

**«  Why,  Sir,  thus  much  I  can  fay  upon  the  fubjeft.     One  day  he  and  a  few 

more  agreed  to  go  ajpd  dine  in  the  country,  and  each  of  them  was  to  bring  a 

^  friend  in  his  carriage  with  him.     Charles  Townfhend  afked  Fitzherbert  to 

.go  with  hini,  but  told  him,  *  You  muft  find  fomebody  to  bring  you  back :  I 

ican  only  carry  you  there.*    Fitzherbert  did  not  much  like  this  arrangement. 

He  however  confented,  obferving  farcaftically,  *  It  will  do  very  well  -,  for  then 

the  fame  jokes  will  ferve  you  in  returning  as  in  going." 

An  eminent  publick  chartsifter  being  mentioned  j — ^Johnson.  "  I  remember 
being  prefent  when  he  fhewed  himfelf  to  be  fo  corrupted,  or  at  leaft  fomething 
fo  different  from  what  I  think  right,  as  to  maintain,  that  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment Ihould  go  along  with  his  party  right  or  wrong.  Now,  Sir,  this  is  fo 
remote  from  native  virtue,  from  fcholaftick  virtue,  that  a  good  man  muft  have 
undergone  a  great  change  before  he  can  reconcile  himfelf  to  fuch  a  dodtrine. 
It  is  maintaining,  that  you  may  lie  to  the  publick ;  for  you  lie  when  you  call 
that  right  which  you  think  wrong,  or  the  reverfe.  A  friend  of  ours,  who  is 
too  much  an  echo  of  that  gendeman,  obferved,  that  a  man  who  does  not 
ftick  uniformly  to  a  party,  is  only  waiting  to  be  bought.  Why  then,  faid  I, 
he  is  only  waiting  to  be  what  that  gentleman  is  already." 

We  talked  of  the  King's  coming  to  fee  Goldfmith's  new  play. — "  I  wilh 

.  he  would,"  faid  Goldfmith  -,  adding,  however,  with  an  affefted  indifference, 

«  Not  that  it  would  do  me  the  leaft  good."     Johnson.  "  Well  then.  Sir,  let 

us  fay  it  would  do  him  good,  (laughing.)     No,  Sir,  this  affeftation  will  not 

pafs  i — it  is  mighty  idle.     In  fuch  a  ftate  as  Cjurs,  who  would  not  wilh  to 

pleafe 
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pfeafe  the  chief  magiftrate?"     Goldsmith.  "  I  do  wifh  to  pleafe  him.    I      '773- 
remeroSer  a  line  in  Dryden,  ^tatTdl! 

*  And  ev*ry  poet  is  the  Monarch's  friend.* 

It  ought  to  be  reverfed."    Johnson.  "  Nay,  there  arc  finer  lines  in  Dryden 
on  this  fubjeft : 

*  For  colleges  on  bounteous  Kings  depend, 

*  And  never  rebel  was  to  arts  a  friend." 

General  Paoli  obfcrved,  that  fuccefsful  rebels  might.    Martinelli.  *^  Happy 
rebellions."     Goldsmith.  "  We  have  no  fuch  phrafe."     General  Paoli.  . 
**  But  have  you  not  the  thing?'*    Goldsmith.  "  Yes;  all  our  bapfy  revo- 
lutions.    They  have  hurt  our  conftitution,  and  will  hurt  it,  till  we  mend  it  by ' 
another  happy  revolution." — I  never  before  difcovered  that  my  friend 
Goldfmith  had  fo  much  of  the  old  prejudice  in  him. 

General  Paoli,  talking  of  Goldfmith's  new  play,  faid,  *^  H  a  fait  un  com- 
figment  trh  gracieux  i  une  certaine  grande  dame  \*  meaning  a  Duchefi  of  the 
firft  rank.     ,  ^ 

I  exprefled  a  doubt  whether  Goldfmith  intended  it,  in  order  that  I  might 
hear  the  truth  from  himfelf.  It,  perhaps,  was  not  quite  fair  to  endeavour  to 
bring  him  to  a  confeffion,  as  he  might  not  wifh  to  avow  pofitively  his  taking 
part  againft  the  Court.  He  fmiled  and  hefitated.  The  General  at  once 
relieved  him,  by  this  beautiful  image :  "  Monfieur  Goldfmith  eft  comme  la  mer 
qui  jette  des  perles  et  beaucoup  d'autres  belles  chofes,  fans  s*€n  afpercevoir^ ' 
Goldsmith.  "  ^res  bien  dity  et  trh  elegamment** 

A  perlbn  was  mentioned,  who  it  was  faid  could  take  down  in  fhort  hand  the 
^eeches  in  parliament  with  perfeft  exa£hiefs.  Johnson.  *^  Sir,  it  is  impof- 
fible.  I  remember  one  Angel,  who  came  to  me  to  write  for  him  a  Preface  or 
Dedication  to  a  book  upon  fhort  hand,  and  he  profefled  to  write  as  fafl  as  a 
man  could  fpeak.  In  order  to  try  him,  I  took  down  a  book,  and  read  while 
he  wrote ;  and  I  favoured  him,  for  I  read  more  deliberately  than  ufual.  I  had 
proceeded  but  a  very  litde  way,  when  he  begged  I  would  defift,  for  he  could 
not  follow  me."  Hearing  now  for  the  firfl  rime  of  this  Preface  or  Dedication, 
I  faid,  "  What  an  expence.  Sir,  do  you  put  us  to  in  buying  books,  to  which 
you  have  written  Prefaces  or  Dedications."  Johnson.  "  Why  I  have  dedi- 
cated to  the  Royal  Family  all  round ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  the  lafl  generation  of  the 
Royal  Family."     Goldsmith.  "  And  perhaps,  .Sir,  not  one  fentence  of  wit 


in  .  ' 
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»773-  in  a  whole  Dedication."  Johnson.  "  Perhaps  not.  Sir."  Boswell.  "What 
uKtat.  64.  then  is  the  rcafon  for  applying  to  a  particular  perfon  to  do  that  which  any  one 
may  do  as  well  ?"  Johnson.  "Why,  Sir,  one  man  has  greater  readinels 
at  doing  it  than  another." 

I  fpoke  of  Mr.  Harris,  of  Salifbury,  as  being  a  very  learned  man,  and  in 
particular  an  eminent  Grecian.  Johnson.  "  I  am  not  fure  of  that.  His 
friends  give  him  out  as  fuch,  but  I  know  not  who  of  his  friends  are  able  to 
judge  of  it."  Goldsmith.  "  He  is  what  is -much  better:  he  is  a  worthy 
humane  man,"  Johnson.  ."  Nay,  Sir,  that  is  not  to  die  purpofe  of  our 
argument :  that  will  as  much  prove  that  he  can  play  upon  the  fiddle  as  well 
as  Giardini,  as  that  he  is  an  eminent  Grecian."  Goldsmith.  "  The  greateft 
mufical  performers  have  but  fmall  emoluments.  Giardini,  I  am  told,  does 
■not  get  above  feven  hundred  a  year,"  Johnson.  "  That  is,  indeed,  but  little 
for  a  man  to  get,  who  does  beft  that  which  fo  many  endeavour  to  do.  There 
is  nothing,  I  think,  in  which  the  power  of  art  is  ftiewn  fo  much  as  in  playing 
on  the  fiddle.  In  all  other  things  we  can  do  fomething  at  firft.  Any  man 
.will  forge  a  bar  of  iron,  if  you  give  him  a  hammer  -,  not  fo  well  as  a  fmith, 
but  tolerably.  A  man  will  faw  a  piece  of  wood,  and  make  a  box,  though  a 
clumfy  one ;  but  give  him  a  fiddle  and  a  fiddle-ftick,  and  he  can  do  nothing." 

On  Monday,  April  19,  he  called  on  me  with  Mrs.  WilUams,  in  Mr. 
Strahan's  coach,  and  carried  me  out  to  dine  with  Mr.  Elphinfton,  at  his 
academy  at  Kenfington.  A  printer  having  acquired  a  fortune  fufficient  to 
keep  his  coach,  was  a  good  topick  for  the  credit  of  literature.  Mrs.  Williams 
faidj  that  another  printer,  Mr.  Hamilton,  had  not  waited  fo  long  as  Mr. 
Strahan,  but  had  kept  his  coach  feveral  years  foonen  Johnson.  "  He  was 
in  the  right.  Life  is  fliort.  The  fooner  tliat  a  man  begins  to  enjoy  his  wealth 
the  better." 

Mr.  Elphinfton  talked  of  a  new  book  that  was  much  admired,  and  aflced 
Dr.  Johnfon  if  he  had  read  it.  Johnson.  "  I  have  looked  into  it."  "  What 
(faid  Elphinfton,)  have  you  not  read  it  through?"  Johnfon,  offended  at 
being  thus  prefled,  and  fo  obliged  to  own  his  curfbry  mode  of  reading, 
anfwered  tartly,  "  No,  Sir;  do  you  rc^d  hooks  through  ?'' 

He  this  day  again  defended  duelling,  and  put  his  argument  upon  what  I 
have  ever  thought  the  moft  folid  bafis ;  that  if  publick  war  be  allowed  to 
be  confiftent  with  morality,  private  war  muft  be  equally  fo.  Indeed  ,we  may 
obferve  what  ftrained  arguments  are  ufed,  to  reconcile  war  with  the  Chriftian 
religion.  But,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  exceedingly  clear  that  duelling  having 
better  rcafons  for  its  barbarous  violence,  is  more  juflifiable  than  war,    in 

which 
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^hich  Ihoufands  go  forth  without  any  caufe  of  pcrfonal  quarrel,  and  maffacre 

^ach  other. 

On  Wednefday,  April  21,  I  dined*  with  him  at  Mr.  Thrale's.  A  gentle- 
j&ian  attacked  Garrick  for  being  vain.     Johnson.  "  No  wonder.  Sir,  that  he 

vis^  vain ;  a  -man  who  is  perpetually  flattered  in  every  mode  that  can  be  con- 

-ceived.  So  many  bellows  have  blown  the  fire,  that  one  wonders  he  is  not  by 
this  time  become  a  cinder."  BosWell.  "  And  fuch  bellows  too.  Lord 
Mansfield  with  his  cheeks  like  to  burft :  Lord  Chatham  like  an  iEolus.  I 
have  read  fuch  notes  from  them  to  him  as  were  enough  to  turn  his  head." 
Johnson.  "  True.  When  he  whom  every  body  elfe  flatters,  flatters  me,  I 
then  am  truly  happy."  Mrs.  Thrale.  "  The  fentiment  is  in  Congreve,  I 
think."    Johnson.  "  Yes,  Madam,  in  *  The  Way  of  the  World  :* 

'  If  there's  delight  in  love,  'tis  when  I  fee 

^  That  heart  which  others  bleed  for,  bleed  for  me.' 

No,  Sir,  I  Ihould  not  be  furprized  though  Garrick  chained  the  ocean,  and 
kftied  the  winds."  Boswell.  "  Should  it  not  be.  Sir,  lafhed  the  ocean  and 
chained  the  winds  ?"    Johnson.  *'  No,  Sir  -,  recoUeft  the  original : 

'  In  Cor  urn  at  que  Eurum  folitus  ftevire  flagettis 

*  Bariarus,  jEoUo  nunquam  hoc  in  carcere  pajfos^ 

*  Ipfum  compedibus  qui  vinxerat  Eunofigaum** 

This  does  very  well,  when  both  the  winds  and  the  fea  are  perfonified,  and 
mentioned  by  their  mythological  names,  as  in  Juvenal  j  but  when  they  are  men- 
tioned in  plain  language,  the  application  of  the  epithets  fuggeflied  by  me,  is 
the  mpft  obvious ;  and  accordingly  my  friend  himfclfi  in  his  imitation  of  the 
paflage  which  defcribes  Xerxes,  has 

^*  The  waves  he  lafhes,  and  enchains  the  wind." 

The  modes  of  living  in  different  countries,  and  the  various  views  with  which 
men  travel  in  queft  of  new  fcenes,  having  been  talked  o^  a  learned  gendeman 
who  holds  a  confiderable  office  in  the  law,  expatiated  on  the  happinefs  of  a 
favage  life;  and  mentioned  an  inftance  of  an  officer  who  had  aftually  lived  for 
fomc  time  in  the  wilds  of  America,  of  whom,  when  in  that  ftate,  he  quoted 
this  refleftion  with  an  air  of  admiration,  as  if  it  had  been  deeply  philofo- 
phical :  "  Here  am  I,  free  and  unreftrained,  amidft  the  rude  magnificence  of 
Natuie,  with  this  Indian  woman  by  my  fide,  and  this  gun,  with  which  I  can 

F  f  f  procure 
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procure  food  when  I  want  it :  what  more  can  be  defired  for  human  happi^ 
nefs  ?"  It  did  not  require  much  fagacity  to  forefee  that  fuch  a  fentimenr 
would  not  be  permitted  to  pafs  without  due  animadverfion.  Johnson,  "  Do 
not  allow  yourfelf.  Sir,  to  be  impofed  upon  by  (uch  grofs  abfurdity.  It  is  fad. 
ftuff ;  it  is  brutifh.  If  a  bull  could  fpeak,  he  might  as  well  cxchim,— 'Here 
am  I  with  this  cow  and  this  grafs  j  what  being  can  enjoy  greater  felicity  ?" 

We  talked  of  the  melancholy  end  of  a  gendeman  who  had  deftroyed  him- 
felf.    Johnson.  "  It  was  owing  to  imaginary  difficulties  in  his  afiairs,  which^,, 
had  he  talked  with  any  friend,  would  foon  have  vaniflied,"     Boswell.  "  Da 
you  tjiink.  Sir,  that  all  who  commit  fuicide  are  mad  ?'*    Johnson.  **  Sir> 
they  are  often  not  univerfally  difordered  in  their  intellefts,  •  but  one  paflion 
prefles  fo  upon  them  that   they  yield  to   it,    and  commit  fuicide,   as  a^ 
paffionate  man  will  ftab  anodier.**     He  added,  **  I  have  often  thought,  that 
after  a  man  has  taken  the  refolution  to  kill  himfelf,  it  is  not  courage  in  him  to> 
do  any  thing,  however  deiperate,  becaufe  he  has  nothmg  to  fear/*  Goldsmith. 
**  I  don't  fee  that."     Johnson.  "  Nay  but,  my  dear  Sir,  why  ihould  not  you. 
fee  what  every  one  elfe  fees  ?"     Goldsmith.  **  It  is  for  fear  of  fomething  that 
he  has  refolved,  to  kill  himfelf;  and  will  not  that  timid  dilpofidon  reftrain- 
him  ?'*     Johnson.  **  It  does  not  fignify  that  the  fear  of  fomething  made  him 
refblve ;  it  is  upon  the  ilate  of  his  mind  after  the  reibludon  is  taken,  that  T. 
argue.     Suppofe  a  man,  either  from  fear,  or  pride,  or  confeience,  or  whatever 
motive,  has  refolved  to  kill  himfelf;  when  once  the  refoludon  is  taken,  he 
has  nothing  to  fear.     He  may  then  go  and  take  the  King  of  Pruffia  by  the 
nofe,  at  the  head  of  his  army.^    He  cannot  fear  the  rack,  who  is  refolved  to 
kill  himfelf.    When  Euftace  Budgel  was  walkmg  down  to  the  Thames  deter- 
mined  to  drown  himfelf,  he  might,  if  he  pleafed,  without  any  apprehenfioa 
of  danger,  have  turned  afide,  and  firft  fet  fire  to  St.  James's  palace.'* 

On  Tuelday,  April  27,  Mr..  Beauclerk  and  I  called  on  him  in  the  morning. 
As  we  walked  up  Johnfon's-court,  I  faid,  "  I  have  a  veneration  for  this  court;'* 
and  was  glad  to  find  that  Beauclerk  had  the  fame  reverendal  enthufiaftn.  We 
found  him  alone.  We  talked  of  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart's  elegant  and  plaufible 
Letter?  to  Lord  Mansfield ;  a  copy  of  which  had  been  fcnt  by  the  authour 
to  Dr.  Johnfon.  Johnson.  "  They  have  not  anfwered  the  end.  They 
have  not  been  talked  of:  I  have  never  heard  of  them.  This  is  owing  to 
their  not  being  fold.  People  feldom  read  a  book  which  is  given  to  them  5 
and  few  are  given.  The  way  to  ipread  a  work  is  to  fell  it  at  a  low  price.  No 
man  will  fend  to  buy  a  thing  that  cofts  even  fix-pence,.  without  an  intendon  to 
read  it."    Boswell,  "  May  it  not  be  doubted.  Sir,  whether  it  be  proper  to 

I  publiih. 
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f)\iblifh  letters,  arraigning  the  ultimate  decifion  of  an  important  caiife  by  the      »773- 
fupreme  jiidicature  of  the  nation  ?"     Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  ^tat.  64. 
was  wrong  to  publifti  thefe  letters.     If  they  are  thought  to  do  harm,  why  not 
anfwer  them  ?     But  they  will  do  no  harm.     If  Mr.  Douglas  be  indeed  the 
fon  of  Lady  Jane,  he  cannot  be  hurt :  if  he  be  not  her  fon,  and  yet  has  the 
great  eftate  of  the  family  of  Douglas,  he  may  well  fubmit  to  have  a  pamphlet 
againft  him  by  Andrew  Stuart.    Sir,  I  think  fuch  a  publication  does  good,  as 
it  does  good  to  (hew  us  the  poffibilities  of  human  life.     And,  Sir,  you  will  ^ 
not  fay  that  the  Douglas  caufe  was  a  caufe  o£  eafy  decifion,  when  it  divided 
your  Court  as  much  as  it  could  do,  to  be  determined  at  all.     When  your 
Judges  were  feven  and  feven,  the  cafting  vote  of  the  Prefident  muft  be  given 
on  one  fide  or  other ;  no  matter,  for  my  argument,  on  which  \  one  or  the 
other  mufi  be  taken ;  as  when  I  am  to  move,  there  is  no  matter  which  leg 
I  move  firft.     And  then.  Sir,  it  was  otherwife  determined  here.     No,  Sir,  a 
more  dubious  determination  of  any  queftion  cannot  be  imagined  *.*' 

He  faid,  "  Goldfmith  fhould  not  be  for  ever  attempting  to  fhine  in  conver- 
fadon ;  he  has  not  temper  for  it,  he  is  fo  much  mortified  when  he  fails.  Sir, 
a  game  of  jokes  is  compofed  partly  of  fkill,  partly  of  chance.  A  man  may 
be  beat  at  times  by  one  who  has  not  the  tenth  part  of  his  wit.  Now  Gold- 
fmith's  putting  himfelf  againft  another,  is  like  a  man  laying  a  hundred  to  one 
who  cannot  fpare  the  hundred.  It  is  not  worth  a  man's  while.  A  man  fhould 
not  lay  a  hundred  to  one,  unlefs  he  can  eafily  fpare  it,  though  he  has  a  hundred 
chances  for  him:  he  can  get  but  a  guinea,  and  he  may  lofe  a  hundred. 
Goldfmith  is  in  this  flate.  When  he  contends,  if  he  gets  the  better,  it  is  a 
very  little  addition  to  a  man  of  his  literary  reputation  ;  if  he  does  not  get  the 
better,  he  is  miferably  vexed.'* 

Johnfon's  own  fuperlative  power  of  wit  fet  him  above  any  rifk  of  fuch 
uneafinefs.  Garrick  had  remarked  to  me  of  him,  a  few  days  before,  ".  Rabe- 
lais and  all  other  wits  are  nothing  compared  with  him.  You  may  be  diverted 
by  them ;  but  Johnfon  gives  you  a  forcible  hug,  and  fhakes  laughter  out  of 
you,  whether  you  will  or  no.*' 

*  I  regretted  that  Dr.  Johnfon  never  took  the  trouble  to  ftudy  a  queftion  which  interefted  nations. 
He  would  not  even  read  a  pamphlet  which  I  wrote  upon  it,  entitled  **  The  Eflecce  of  the  Douglas 
Caufe,"  which,  I  have  reafon  to  flatter  myfelf,  had  confiderabk  efteA  in  favour  of  Mr.  Douglas ; 
of  whole  legitimate  filiation  I  was  then,  and  am  ftill,  firmly  convinced*  Let  me  add,  that  no  faA 
can  be  more  refpedably  afccrtained,  than  by  a  judgement  of  the  mod  auguft  tribunal  in  the 
world  ;  a  judgement,  in  which  Lord  Mansfield  and  Lord  Camden  united  in  1 769,  andffora  which 
only  five  of  a  numerous  body  entered  a  proteft. 

F  f  f  2  Goldfmith, 
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1773-  Goldfmith,  however,  was  often  very  fortunate  in  his  witty  contefts^c  evejt 

M^i.  6±.  when  he  entered  the  lifts  with  Johnfon  himfelf.  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  was  in 
conipany  with  them  one  day,  when.Goldfmith  faid,  that  he  thought  he  could 
write  a  good  fable,  mentioned  the  fimplicity  which  that  kind  of  compofitioa 
requires,,  and  obferved,  that  in  moft  fables  the  animals  introduced  feldom  talk 
in  charafter.  "  For  inftance,  (faid  he,)  the  fable  of  the  little  filhes,  who  faw 
birds  fly  over  their  heads,  and  envying  them,  petitioned  Jupiter  to  be  changed 
into  birds.  The  flcilL  (continued  he,)  confifts  in  making  them  talk  like  little 
filhes/*  While  he  indulged  himfelf  in  this  fanciful  reverie,  he  obferved 
Johnfon  Ihaking  his  fides,  and  laughing.  Upon,  which  he  fmartly  prdceeded, 
'  «  Why,  Dr.  Johnfon,  this  is  not  fo  ealy  as  you  fcem  to  think;  for  if  you 

were  to  make  little  filhes  talk,  they  would  talk  like  whales/' 

Johnfon,  though  remarkable  for  his  great  variety  of  compofition,  never 
cxercifed  his  talents  in  fable,  except  we  allow  his  beautiful  tale  publifhed  in. 
Mrs.  Williams's  Mifcelknies  to  be  of  that  Ipecics,     I  have,  however,  found 
among  his  manufcript  colleftions  the  following  Iketch  of  one : 

^  Glow-worm  lying  in  the  garden  faw  a  candle  in  a  neighbouring  palace,—^ 
and  complained  of  the  littlenefs  of  his  own  light  -, — another  obferved — ^wait 
a  little ; — foon  dark ; — ^have  outlafted  flro;iX  [many']  of  thefe  glaring  lights  which . 
only  are  brighter  as.  they  hafte  to  nothing.'* 

On  Thurfday,.  April  29,  I  dined  with  him  at  General  Oglethorpe's,  where 
were  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Langton,  Dr.  Goldfmith,  and  Mr.  Thrale* 
I  was  very  defirous  to  get  Dr.  Johnfon  ablblutely  fixed  in  his  relblution.to  go 
with  me  to  the  Hebrides  this  year  i  and  I  tolfi  him  that  I  had  received  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Robertlbn  the  hiftorian  upoa  the  fubjeft,.  with. which  he  was 
much  pleafed,  and  now  talked  in  fuch  a  manner  of  his  long- intended  tour,  that 
I  was  latisfied  he  meant  to  fulfil  his  engagement. 

The  cuftom  of  eating  dogs  at  Otaheite  being  mentioned,  Goldfinith 
obferved,  that  this  was  alfo  a  cuftom  in  China;  that  a  dog-butcher  is  as  com- 
mon there  as  any  other  butcher  j  and  that  when  he  walks  abroad  all  the  dogs 
fall  on  him.  Johnson.  "  That  is  not  owing,  to  his  killing  dogSj .  Sir.  I 
remember  a  butcher  at  Lichfield^,  whom  a  dog  that  was  in  the  houfe  where  I 
lived,  always  attacked.  It  is  the  fmell  of  carnage  which  provokes  this,  let  the 
animals  he  has  killed  be  what  they  may.'*  Goldsmith.  "  Yes,  there  is  a 
general  abhorrence  in  animals  at  the  figns  of  maflacre.  If  you  put  a  tub  full  of 
blood  into  a  ftable,  the  horfes  are  like  to  go  mad."  Johnson.  "  I  doubt 
that."  Goldsmith.  "  Nay,  Sir,  it  is  a  faft  well  authenticated."  Thrale. 
"  You  had  better  prove  it  before  you  put  it  into  your  book  on  natural  hiftory. 

You 
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Yoa  may  do  it  in  my  ftable  if  you  will."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  I  would 
not  have  him  prove  it.  If  he  is  content  to  take  his  information  from  others, 
he  may  get  through  his  book  widi  little  trouble,  and  without  much  endanger- 
ing his  reputation.  But  if  he  makes  experiments  for  fo  comprehenfive  a  book 
as  his,  there  would  be  no  end  to  them ;  his  erroneous  affertions  would  then 
fall  upon  himfelf ;  and  he  might  be  blamed  for  not  having  made  experiments 
as  to  every  particular.** 

The  charadler  of  Mallet  having  been  introduced,  and  ipoken  of  flightingly  by 
Goldfmith;  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  Mallet  had  talents  enough  to  keep  his  lite- 
rary reputation  alive  as  long  as  he  himfelf  lived ;  and  that>  let  me  tell  you,  is  a 
good  deal."  Goldsmith.  "  But  I  cannot  agree  that  it  was  fo.  His  literary 
reputation  was  dead  long  before  his  natural  death.  I  confider  an  authour's  lite- 
rary reputation  to  be  alive  only  while  his  name  will  enfure  a  good  price  for  his 
copy  from  the  bookfellers.  I  will  get  you  (to  Johnfon,)  a  hundred  guineas 
for  any  thing  whatever  that  you  fhall  write,  if  you  put  your  name  to  it.*' 

Dr.  Goldfmith's  new  play„  "  She  ftoops  to  conquer,**  being  mentioned; 
Johnson.  "  I  know  of  no  comedy  for  many  years  that  has  fo  much  exhila- 
rated an  audience,  that  has  anfwered  fo  much  the  great  end  of  comedy,— « 
making  an  audience  merry.** 

Goldfmith  having  faid,  that  Garrick*s  compliment  to  the  Queeni  which  he 
introduced  into  the  play  of  '  The  Chances,*  which  he  had  altered  and  reviled 
this  year,  was  mean  and  grofs  flattery ; — ^Johnson^  "  Why,  Sir,  I  would  not 
writCy  I  would  not  give  folemnly  under  my  hand  a  character  beyond  what  I 
thought  really  true ;  but  a  fpeech  on  the  ftage,  let  it  flatter  ever  fo  extrava- 
gantly, is  formular.  It  has  always  been  formular  to  flatter  Kings  and  Queens ; 
fo  much  fo,  that  even  in  our  church-fcrvice  we  have  '  our  moft  religious 
King,'  ufed  indifcriminately,  whoever  is  King.  Nay,  they  even  flatter  them- 
fclves  i— *  we  hkve  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant.* — No  modern  flattery,  how- 
ever, is  {o  grofs  as  that  of  the  Auguflan  age,  where  the  Emperour  was  deified. 
*  Trafens  Divus  habebitur  Auguftus*  And  as  to  meannefs,  (rifing  into  warmth,) 
how  is  it  mean  in  a  player, — a  fliowman, — a  fellow  who  exhibits  himfelf  for 
a  ihilling,  to  flatter  his  Queen  ?  The  attempt,  indeed,  was  dangerous  j  for  if 
it  had  miflfed,  what  became  of  Garrick,  and  what  became  of  the  Queen  ? 
As  Sir  William  Temple  fays  of  a  great  General,  it  is  neceflary  not  only  that 
his  defigns'  fliould  be  formed  in  a  mafl:erly  manner,  but  that  they  fliould  be 
attended  with  fuccefs.  Sir,  it  is  right,  at  a  time  when  the  Royal  Family 
is  not  generally  liked,  to  let  it  be  feen  that  the  people  like  at  lead  one  of 
them.*'    Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  "  I  do  not  perceive  why  the  profcffion  of  a 

player 
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player  fhould  be  defpifed ;  for  the  great  and  ultimate  end  of  all  the  employ- 
ments of  mankind  is  to  produce  amuiemenr.  Garrick  produces  more  amufc- 
ment  than  any  body."  Boswell,  •*'  You  fay,  ^Dr.  Johnfon,  that  Garrick 
exhibits  himfelf  for  a  fhilling.  In  this  relpcft  Jte  is  only  on  a  footing  widi  a 
lawyer  who  exhibits  himfelf  for  his  fee,  and  even  will  maintain  any  nonfenfe 
or  abfurdity,  if  the  cafe  requires  it.  •  Garrick  refiifes  a  play  or  a  part  which  he 
does  not  like  -,  a  lawyer  never  refufes."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  what  does 
this  prove  ?  only  that  a  lawyer  is  worfe.  "Bofwell  is  now  like  Jack  in  '  The 
Tale  of  a  Tub,'  who,  when  he  is  puzzled  by  an  argument,  hangs  himfelfl 
He  thinks  I  fhall  cut  him  down,  but  I'll  let  him  hang,"  (laughing  vociferoufly.) 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  "  Mr.  Bofwell  thinks  that  the  profeflion  of  a  lawyer 
being  unqueftionably  honourable,  if  he  can  Ihew  the  profeflion  of  a  player  to 
be  more  honourable,  he  proves  his  argument." 

■■  On  Friday,  April  30,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Beauclerk's,  where  were 
Lord  Charlemont,  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  and  fome  more  members  of  the 
Literary  Club,  whom  he  had  obligingly  invited  to  meet  me,  as  I  was  this 
evening  to .  be  balloted  for  as  candidate  for  admiflion  into  that  diflinguifhed 
tbciety*  Johnfon  had  done  me  the  honour  to  propofc  me,  and  Beauclerk  was 
.very  zealous  for  me. 

Goldfmith  being  mentioned; — ^Johnson.  **  It  is  amazing  how  litdc  Goldfmith 
knows.  He  feldom  comes  where  he  is  not  more  ignorant  than  any  one  elfe.** 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  '^  Yet  there  is  no  man  whofe  company  is  more  liked.** 
Johnson.  '^  To  be  fure.  Sir.  When  people  find  a  msui  of  the  moft  diflin- 
guifhed abilities  as  a  writer,  their  inferiour  while  he  is  with  them,  it  mufl  be 
highly  gratifying  to  them.  What  Goldfmith.  comically  fays  of  himfelf  is  very 
true,— -he  always  gets  the  better  when  he  argues  alone ; — ^meaning,  that  he  is 
matter  of  a  fubjeft  in  his  fhidy,  and  can  write  well  upon  it;  but  when  he 
comes  into  company,  grows  confufed,  and  unable  to  talk.  Take  him  as  a 
poet,  his  *  Traveller*  is  a  very  fine  performance ;  aye,  and  fb  is  his  ^  Deferted 
Village,*  were  it  not  fometimes  too  much  the  echo  of  his  '  Traveller.*' 
Whether,  indeed,  we  take  him  as  a  poet,-^-^  a  comick  writeri— or  as  an 
hiflorian,  he  flands  in  the  firfl  clafs."  Boswell.  "  An  hiflorian !  My  dear  Sir, 
you  furely  will  not  rank  his  compilation  of  the  Ronfian  Hiftory  with  the  works 
of  other  hiflorians  of  this  age  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  who  are  before  him  ?*' 
Boswell.  **  Hume, — ^Robertfbn,— -Lord  Lytteltom"  Johnson.  (His  anti- 
pathy to  the  Scotch  beginning  to  rife,)  "  I  have  not  read  Hume ;  but,  doubt- 
lefs,  Goldfmidi's  Hiftory  is  better  than  the  verbiage  of  Robertfon,  or  the  foppery 
of  Dalrymple.**   Boswell,  "  Will  you  not  admit  the  fuperiority  of  Robertfon* 

in 
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m  whofc  Hiftory  we  find  fuch  penetration,— fuch  painting?"    Johnson.      ^773- 
«  Sir,  you  muft  confider  how  that'  penetration  and  that  painting  are  employed,  l^tar.  64. 
It  is  not  hiftory,  it  is  imagination.     He  who  defcribes  what  he  never  faw, 
draws  from  fancy.     Robertfon  paints  minds  as  Sir  Jofhua  paints  faces  in  a 
hiftory-piece :  he  imagines  an  heroick  countenance.    You  muft  look  upon 
Robertfon's  work  as  romance,   and  try  it  by  that  ftandard.     Hiftory  it  is 
not.    Befides,  Sir,  it  is  the  great  excellence  of  a  writer  to  put  into  his  book 
as  much  as  his  book  will  hold.    Goldfmith  has  done  this  in  his  Hiftory.   Now  ' 
Robertfon  might  have  put  twice  as  much  into  his  book*    Robertfon  is  like  a 
man  who  has  packed  gold  in  wool :  the  wool  takes  up  more  room  than  the. 
gold.     No,  Sirs  I  always  thought  Robertfon  would  be  crufhed  by  his  own 
weight,?— would  be  buried  under  his  own  ornaments.     Goldfmith  tells  you 
fliortly  all  you  want  to  know :  Robertfon  detains  you  a  great  deal  too  long. 

No  man  will  read  Robertfon's  cumbrous  detail  a  fecond  time  -,  but  Goklfinith's 

« 

plain  narradve  will  pleafe  again  and  again.  I  would  fay  to  Robertfon  what  an 
oU  tutor  of  a  College  faid  to  one  of  his  pupils :  *  Read  over  your  compo- 
Ildons,  and  wherever  you  meet  with  a  paflage  which  you  think  is  particularly 
fine,  ftrike  it  out.'  Goldfmith's  abridgement  is  better  than  that  of  Lucius 
Florus  or  Eutropius;  and  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  if  you  compare  him  with 
Vertot>  in  the  lame  places  of  the  Roman  Hiftory,  you  will  find  that  he  excels 
y ertot.  Sir,  he  has  the  art  of  compiling,  and  of  faying  every  thing  he  has  to  ' 
£iy  in  a  pleafing  manner.  He  is  now  writing  a  Natural  Hiftory>  and  will  make 
it  as  entertaining  as  a  Perfian  Tale.'''  . 

I;  cannot  difmif&.the  preient  topick  without  obferving>  diat  it  is.  probable 
that  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  owned  that  he  often  ^  talked  for  viftory^**  rather  urged  : 
plaufible  objedlions  to  Dr.  Robertfon's  excellent  hiftorical  works,  in  the  ardour 
of  conteft>  than  exprelled  his' real  and  decided  opinion^  fbr  it  is.  not  eafy  to  « 
fuppofe,  that  he  fhould  fo  widely  differ  from,  the  reft  of  the  literary  world. 

Johnson.  "  I  remember  once  being  with  Goldfmith  in  Weflminfter-abbey»  . 
While  we  furveyed  the  Poets'  Comer,  I  faid  to  him, 

•  Forfitan  et  noftrum  nomen  mtfcehitur  ijiis  ^.* 

When  we  got  to  Temple-bar  he  ftopped  me,  pointed  to  the  headis  upoa  itj. , 
and  (lily  whifpered  me. 


I »» 


*  *  Forfitan  et  noftrum  nomen  mifcebitur  istis  •. 

^  Ovid,  de  Art.  Amand.  1.  iii.  y.  13. 

*  In  allufion  to  Dr.  Johoibn's  fuppofed  political  principks^  and  perh^s  his  own.'- 

Johnfoh 
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'773*  Johnfon  praifed  John  Bunyan  highly.  "  His  ^  Pilgrim's  Progrefs"  has 
^J^Jf^  great  merit,  both  for  invention,  imagination,  .and  the  condu6t  of  the  ftory ; 
and  it  has  had  the  beft  evidence  of  its  merit,  the  general  and  continued  appro- 
bation of  mankind.  Few  books,  I  believe,  have  had  a  more  extenfive  fak. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  it  begins  very  much  like  the  poem  of  Dante;  yet  there 
was  no  tranflation  of  Dante  when  Bunyan  wrote.  There  is  reafon  to  think 
that  he  had  read  Spencer." 

A  propofition  which  had  been  agitated,  that  monuments  to  eminent  perfons 
fliould,  for  the  time  to  come,  be  erefted  in  St.  Paul's  church  as  well  as  in 
Weftminfter-abbey,  was  mentioned ;  and  it  was  afked,  who  Ihould  be  honoured 
by  having  his  monument  firft  ereded  there.  Somebody  fuggcfted  Pope* 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  as  Pope  was  a  Roman  Catholick,  I  would  not  have 
his  to  be  firIL  I  think  Milton's  rather  Ihould  have  the  precedence.  I  think 
more  highly  of  him  now  than  I  did  at  twenty.  There  is  more  thinking  in 
him  and  in  Butler  than  in  any  of  our  poets." 

Some  of  the  company  exprefled  a  wonder  why  the  authour  of  fo  excellent 
a  book  as  ^^  The  whole  Duty  of  Man"  Ihould  conceal  himfelf.  Johnson. 
*'  There  may  be  different  reafons  affigned  for  this,  any  one  of  which  would  be 
very  fufficient.  He  may  have  been  a  clergyman,  and  may  have  thought  that 
his  religious  counfels  would  have  lefs  weight  when  known  to  come  from  a  man 
whofe  profeflion  was  Theology.  He  may  have  been  a  man  whofe  practice 
was  not  fuitable  to  his  principles ;  fo  that  his  charadter  might  injure  the  efFe6h 
of  his  book,  which  he  had  written  in  a  feafon  of  penitence.  Or  he  may  have 
been  a  man  of  rigid  felf-denial,  fo  that  he  would  have  no  reward  for  his  pious 
labours  while  in  this  world,  but  refer  it  all  to  a  future  flate." 

The  gendemen  went  away  to  their  club,  and  I  was  left  at  Beauclerk's  till 
the  fate  of  my  eleftion  ihould  be  announced  to  me.  In  a  fhort  time  I 
received  the  agreeable  intelligence  that  I  was  chofen.  I  haftened  to  the  place 
pf  meeting,  and  was  introduced  to  fuch  a  fociety  as  can  feldom  be  found. 
Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  whom  I  then  faw  for  the  firft  time,  and  whofe  fplendid 
talents  had  long  made  me  ardently  wilh  for  his  acquaintance  5  Dr.  Nugent, 
Mr.  Garrick,  Dr.  Goldfmith,  Mr.  (now  Sir  William,)  Jones,  and  the  com- 
pany with  whom  I  had  dined.  Upon  my  entrance,  Johnfon  placed  himfeff 
behind  a  chair,  on  which  he  leaned  as  on  a  defk  or  pulpit,  and  -with  humorous 
formality  gave  me  a  Charge,  pointing  out  the  conduft  expefted  from  me  as  a 
good  member  of  this  club. 

Goldfmith  produced  fome  very  abfurd  verfes  which  had  been  publickly 
recited  to  aui , audience  for  money.    Johnson.  *^  I  can  match  this  nonferifc 

There 
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There  was  a  poem  called  ^  Eugenio/  which  came  out  fome  years  agOj  and     '773- 
concluded  dius :  iEutT^i! 

*  And  now,  ye  trifling  ftlf-afluming  elves, 

'  Brimful  of  pride,  of  nothing,  of  yourfelves, 
^  ^  Survey  Eugenio,  view  him  o'er  and  o'er, 
^  Then  fink  into  yourfelves,  and  be  no  more/ 

Nay,  Dryden  in  his  poem  on  the  Royal  Society,  has  thefe  lines : 

'  Then  we  upon  our  globe's  laft  verge  ftiall  go, 

*  And  fee  the  ocean  leaning  on  the  fky ; 

*  From  thence  our  rolling  neighbours  we  fhall  know, 

*  And  on  the  lunar  worid  fecurely  pry." 

Talking  of  puns,  Johnfbn,  who  had  a  great  contempt  for  tliat  fpecies  of 
wit,  deigned  to  allow  that  there  was  one  good  pun  in  *'  Menagiana,"  I  think 
on  the  word  corps. 

Much  pleafant  converfation  paflcd,  which  Johnfon  relifhed  with  great  good 
humour.  But  his  converfation  alone,  or  what  led  to'  it,  or  was  interwoven 
with  it,  is  the  bufinefs  of  this  work. 

On  Saturday,  May  i,  we  dined  by  ourfelves  at  our  old  rendezvous,  the 
Mitre  tavern.  He  was  placid,  but  not  much  difpofed  to  talk.  He  obferved, 
that  "  The  Irifh  mix  better  with  the  Englilh  than  the  Scotch  do  -,  their  lan- 
guage is  nearer  to  Englifh  j  as  a  proof  of  which,  ;hey  fucceed  very  well  as 
players,  which  Scotchmen  do  not.  Then,  Sir,  they  have  not  that  extreme 
nationality  which  we  find  in  the  Scotch.  I  will  do  you,  Bofwell,  the  juftice 
to  fay,  that  you  are  the  moll  unjcottified  of  your  countrymen.  You  are  almoft 
the  only  inftance  of  a  Scotchman  that  I  have  known,  who  did  not  at  every 
other  fentcnce  bring  in  fome  other  Scotchman." 

We  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams.  I  introduced  a  queftion  which  has  been 
much  agitated  in  the  Church  of  Scotland,  whether  the  claim  of  lay-patrons  to 
prefent  minifters  to  parifhes  be  well  founded;  and  fuppofmg  it  to  be  well 
founded,  whether  it  ought  to  be  exercifed  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
people  ?  That  Church  is  compofed  of  a  feries  of  judicatures :  a  Prefbytery,— 
a  Synod, — ^and,  finally,  a  General  Aflembly ;  before  all  of  which,  this  matter 
may  be  contended ;  and  in  fome  cafes  the  Prefbytery  having  refufed  to  indudt 
or  Jettky  as  they  call  it,  the  perfon  prefented  by  the  patron,  it  has  been  found 
neceflary  to  appeal  to  the  General  Aflembly.   He  faid,  I  might  fee  the  fubjeft 

G  g  g  well 
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1773*     well  treated  in  the  "  Defence  of  Pluralities  j"  and  although  he  thought  that  a 
itat.  64!  pap'on  fhould  exercife  his  right  with  tendernefs  to  the  inclinations  of  die  people 
of  a  parifti,  he  was  very  clear  as  to  his  right.     Then  fuppofing  the  queftion 
to  be  pleaded  before  the  General  Aflembly,  he  diftated  to  me  what  follows : 

"  Against  the  right  of  patrons  is  commonly  oppofed,  by  the  inferiour 
judicatures,  the  plea  of  confcience.  Their  confcience  tells  them,  that  the 
people  ought  to  choofe  their  paftor;  their  confcience  tells  them  that  they' 
ought  not  to  impofe  upon  a  congregation  a  minifter  ungrateful*  and  unaccept- 
able to  his  editors.  Confcience  is  nothing  more  than  a  conviftion  felt  by  our- 
felves  of  fomething  to  be  done,  or  fomething  to  be  avoided ;  and,  in  queftions 
of  fimple  unperplexed  morality,  confcience  b  very  often  a  guide  that  may 
be  trufted.  But  before  confcience  can  determine,  the  ftate  of  the  queftion 
is  fuppofed  to  be  completely  known.  In  queftions  of  law>  or  of  faft,  con- 
fcience is  very  often  confounded  with  opinion.  No  man's  confcience  can  tell 
him  the  rights  of  another  man  :  they  muft  be  known  by  rational  inveftigation- 
or  hiftorical  enquiry.  OpinJon,  which  he  that  holds  it  may  call  his  confcience^ 
may  teach  fome  men  that  religion  would  be  promoted,  and  quiet  preferved, 
by  granting  to  the  people  univcrfally  the  choice  of  their  minifters.  But  it  i§ 
a  confcience  very  ill  informed  that  violates  the  rights  of  one  man,,  for  the  con- 
venience of  another.  Religion  cannot  be  promoted  by  injuftice :  and  it  was 
never  yet  found  that  a  popular  eleftion  was  very  quietly  tranfadted^ 

"  That  juftice  would  be  violated  by  transferring  to  the  people  the  right  of 
patronage,  is  apparent  to  all  who  know  whence  that  right  had  its  original^ 
The  right  of  patronage  was  not  al  firft  a  privilege  torne  by  power  from  unre- 
fifting  poverty.  It  is  not  an  authority  at  firft  ufurped  in  times  of  ignorance,  and 
cftablifhed  only  by  fucceffion  and  by  precedents.  It  is  not  a  grant  capricioufly 
made  from  a  higher  tyrant  to  a  lower.  It  is  a  right  dearly  purchafed  by  the 
firft  pofleiibrs,  and  juflly  inherited  by  thofe  that  fucceeded  them.  When 
Chriftianity  was  eftablilhed  in  this  ifland,  a  regular  mode  of  publick  worfhip 
was  prefcribed.  Publick  worfhip  requires  a  publick  place  j  and  the  proprie- 
tors of  lands,,  as  diey  were  converted,  built  churches  for  their  families  and 
their  vaffals.  For  the  maintenance  of  minifters,  they  fettled  a  certain  portiort 
of  their  lands ;  and  a  diftrift,  through  which  each  minifter  was  required  to 
extend  his  care,  was^  by  that  circumfcription,  conftituted  a  parilh.  This  is 
a  pofidon  fb  generally  received  in  England,  that  the  extent  of  a  manor  and 
of  a  parifh  are  regularly  received  for  each  other.  The  churches  which  the 
proprietors  of  lands  had  thus  built  and  thus  endowed,  they  jufUy  thought, 
themfelves  endried  to  provide  with  minifters  -,  and  where  the  epifcopal  govern— 
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tnent  prevails,  the  Bilhop  has  no  power  t»  rejeft  a  man  nominated  by  the 
patron,  but  for  fome  crime  that  might  cxchide  him  from  the  priefthood. 
For  the  endowment  of  the  church  being  the  gift  of  the  landlord,  he  was  con- 
fequently  at  liberty  to  give  it  according  to  his  choice,  to  any  man  capable 
of  performing  the  holy  offices.  The  people  did  not  choofe  him,  becaufe  the 
people  did  not  pay  him. 

"  We  hear  it  fometimes  urged,  that  this  original  right  is  paflcd  out  of 
memory,  and  is  obliterated  and  obfcured  by  many  traiiflations  of  property  and 
changes  of  government;  that  fcarce  any  church  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
heirs  of  the  builders  j  and  that  the  prefent  perfbns  have  entered  fubfcquently 
upon  the  pretended  rights  by  a  thoufand  accidental  and  unknown  caufes.  Much 
of  this,  perhaps,  is  true.  But  how  is  the  right  of  patronage  extinguifhed  ? 
If  the  right  followed  the  lands,  it  is  poffefled  by  the  fame  equity  by  which 
the  lands  are  poflefled.  It  is,  in  cffefl:,  part  of  the  manor,  and  protefted  by 
fhe  fame  laws  with  evefy  other  privilege.  Let  us  fuppofc  an  eftate  forfeited 
by  treafon,  and  granted  by  the  Crown  to  a  new  family.  With  the  lands  were 
forfeited  all  the  rights  appendant  to  thole  lands  j  by  the  lame  power  that  grants 
the  lands,  the  rights  alfo  are  granted.  The  right  loft  to  the  patron  falls  not 
to  the  people,  but  is  either  retained  by  the  Crown,  or,  what  to  the  people  is 
the  fame  thing,  is  by  the  Crown  given  away.  Let  it  change  hands  ever  i(S 
often,  it  is  poffefled  by  him  diat  receives  it  with  the  fame  right  as  it  was  con- 
veyed. It  may,  indeed,  like  all  our  polielfions,  be  forcibly  feized  or  fraudu- 
lendy  obtained.  But  no  injury  is  ftill  done  to  the  people ;  for  what  they  nvftv 
had,  they  have  never  loft.  Caius  may  ufurp  the  right  of  Titius  j  but  neither 
Caius  nor  Titius  injure  the  people :  and  no  man's  confcience,  however  tender 
or  however  adtive, .  can  prompt  him  to  reftorc  what  may  be  proved  to  have 
been  never  taken  away.  Suppofing,  ^at  I  think  cannot  be  proved,  that  a 
popular  eledtion  of  minifters  were  to  be  defircd,  our  defires  are  not  the  mealiire 
of  equity.  It  were  to  be  defired  that  power  Ihould  be  only  in  the  hands  of 
the  merciful,  and  riches  in  the  poffeflion  of  the  generous ;  but  the  law  muft 
leave  both  riches  and  power  where  it  finds  them  j  and  muft  often  leave  riches 
with  the  covetous,  ^d  power  with  the  cruel.  Convenience  may  be  a  rule  in 
little  things,  where  no  other  rule  has  been  efbblilhed.  But  as  the  great  end 
of  government  is  to  give  every  man  his  own,  no  inconvenience  is  greater  than 
tliat  of  making  right  uncertain.  Nor  is  any  man  more  an  enemy  to  publick 
peace,  than  he  who  fiUs  weak  heads  with  imaginary  claims,  and  breaks  the 
fcries  of  civil  fubordination,  by  inciting  the  lower  clafles  of  mankind  to 
encroach  upon  the  higher. 
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'773«  "  Having  thus  fhewn  that  the  right  of  pati-onage,  being  originally  purchafed, 

^Au64.   ^^y  ^^  legally  transferred,  and  that  it  is  now  in  the  hands  of  lawfiil  poflfeffors, 
at  leaft  as  certainly  as  any  other  right,  we  have  left  to  the  advocates  of  the 
people  no  other  plea  than  that  of  convenience.     Let  us,  therefore,  now  con-» 
fider  what  the  people  would  really  gain  by  a  general  abolition  of  the  right  of 
patronage.     What  is  moll  to  be  defired  by  fuch  a  change  is,  that  the  country, 
fliould  be  fupplied  with  better  minifters.     But  why  Ihould  we  fuppofe  that  the 
parifh  will  make  a  wifer  choice  than  the  patron  ?     If  we  fuppofe  mankind 
aftuated  by  intereft,  the  patron  is  more  likely  to  choofe  with  caution,  becaufe 
he  will  iufFer  more  by  choofing  wrong.   By  the  deficiencies  of  his  minifter,  on 
by  his  vices,  he  is  equally  offended  with  the  reft  of  the  congregation  i  but  he 
will  have  this  reafon  more  to  lament  thenij  that  they  will  be  imputed  ro  his 
abfurdity  or  corruption.     The  qualifications  of  a  minifter  are  well  known  to 
be  learnmg  and  piety.     Of  his  learning  the  patron  -is  probably  the  only  judge 
in  the  parifli ;  and  of  his  piety  not  lefs  a  judge  than  others ;  and  is  more  likely* 
to  inquire  minutely  and  diligently  before  he  gives  a  prefentation,  than  one  of 
the  parochial  rabble,  who  can  give  nothing  but  a  vote.    It  may  be  urged,  that 
though  the  parilh  might  not  choofe  better  minifters,  they  would  at  leaft  choofe 
minifters  whom  they  like  better,  and  who  would  therefore  officiate  with  greater 
efficacy.    That  ignorance  and  perverfencfs  Ihould  always  obtain  what  they  like,, 
was  never  confidered  as  the  end  of  government ;  of  which  it  is  the  great  and 
ftanding  benefit,,  that  the  wife  fee  for  the  fimple,  .and  the  regular  a6t  for  the 
capricious.     But  that  this  argument  fuppofes  the  people  capable  of  judgii^,i 
and  refolute  to  aft  according  to  their  beft  judgements,  though  this  be  fuf- 
ficiendy  abfurd,  is  not  all  its  abfurdity.     It  fuppofes  not  only  wifdom,  buD 
unanimity  in  diofe,  who  upon  no  other  occafions  are  unanimous  or'wife.     If 
by  fome  ftrange  concurrence  all  the  voices  of  a  parifh  fhould  unite  in  thci 
choice  of  any  fingle  man,  though  I  could  not  charge  the  patron  with  injuflice 
for  prefenting  a  minifter,.  I  fhould  cenfure  him  as  unkind  and  injudicious* 
But,  it  is  evident,  that  as  in  all  other  popular  eleftions,  there  will  be  contra- 
riety of  judgement  and  acrimony  of  pafTion,    a  parifh  upon  every  vacancy 
would  break  into  faftions,  and  the  conteft  for  the  choice  of  a  minifter  would 
fet  neighbours  at  variance  and  bring  difcord  into  families.   The  minifter  would 
be  taught  all  the  arts  of  a  candidate,  would  flatter  fome  and  bribe  others ; 
and  the  eleftors,  as  in  all  other  cafes,  would  call  for  holidays  and  ale,  and 
break  the  heads  of  each  other  during  the  jollity  of  the  canvas.     The  time 
muft,  however,  come  at  laft,  when  one  of  the  faftions  muft  prevail,  and  one. 
of  the  minifters  get  pofTefDon  of  the  church.    On  what  terms  does  he  enter. 
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upon  his  miniftry  but  thofe  of  enmity  with  half  his  parifh  ?  By  what  ppudence  1775- 
©r  what  diligence  can  he  hope  to  conciliate  the  afFeftions  of  that  party  by  whofe  ^tat,  64! 
defeat  he  has  obtained  his  living  ?  Every  man  who  voted  againft  him  will 
enter  the  church  with  hanging  head  and  downcaft  eyes,  afraid  to  encounter 
that  neighbour  by  whofe  vote  and  influence  he  has  been  overpowered.  He 
will  hate  his  neighbour  for  oppofing  him,  and  his  minifter  for  having  profpered 
by  the  oppofition;  and>  as  he  will  never  fee  him  but  with  pain,  he  will  never 
fee  him  but  with  hatred.  Of  a  minifter  prefented  by  the  patron,  the  parifli 
has  feldom  any  thing  worfc  to  fay  than  that  they  do  not  know  him.  Of  a 
minifter  chofen  by  a  popular  conteft,  all  thofe  who  do  not  favour  him  have 
nurfed  up  in  their  bofoms  principles  of  hatred  and  reafons  of  rejeAion.  Anger 
is  excited  principally  by  pride.  The  pride  of  a  common  man  is  very  little 
cxafperated  by  the  fuppofed  tifurpation  of  an  acknowledged  fuperiour.  He 
bears  only  his  litde  fhare  of  a  general  evil,  and  fufFers  in  common  with  the 
whole  parilh;  buf  when  the  conteft:  is  between.:  equals^ .  the  defeat  has  many 
aggravations  -,  and  he  that  is  defeated  by  his  next  neighbour  is  feldom  iatisfied 
without  feime  revenge ;  and  it  is  hard  to  fay  what  bittemefs  of  malignity  would 
prevail  in  a  parilh  where  thefc  eleftions  fliould  happen  to  be  frequent,  and  the . 
enmity  of  oppofidon  fliould  be  re-kindled  before  it  had  cooled.'* 

Though  I  prefent  to  my  readers  Dr.  Johnfon's  mafterly  thoughts  on^  this 
liibjeft,  I  think  it  proper  to  declare,  that  notwithftanding  I  am  myfelf  a  lay- 
patron,  I  do  not  entirely  fubfcribe  to  his  opinion: 

On  Friday,  May  7,  I  breakfafted  with  him  at  Mr.  Thrale's  in  the  Borough. 
While  we  were  alone,  I  endeavoured  as  w^U  as  I  could  to  apologife  for  a  lady 
who  had  been  divorced  from  her  huftjand  by  aft  of  parliament.  1  faid,  that 
he  had  ufed  her  very  ill,  had  behaved  brutally  to  her,  and  that  flie  could  not 
continue  to  live  with  him  without  having  her  delicacy  contaminated ;  that  all 
aflfcftionfor  him  was  thus  deftroyed ;  that  the  eflfence  of  conjugal  union  being 
gone,  there  remained  only  a  cold  form,  a  mere  civil  obligation ;  that  flie  was 
in  the  prime  of  life,  with  qualities  to  produce  happinefs ;  that  thefe  ought  not 
to  be  loft ;  and,  that  the  gentleman  on  whofe  account  flie  was  divorced  had 
g^tined  her  heart  while  thus  unhappily  fituated.  Seduced,  perhaps,  by  the 
charms  of  the  lady  in  queftion,  I  thus  attempted  to  palliate  what  I  was  fen- 
fible  could  not  be  juftified ;'  for,  when  I  had  finiflied  my  harangue,  my  vene- 
rable friend  g^ve  me  a  proper  check :  "  My  dear  Sir,  never  accuftom  your 
mind  to  mingle  virtue  and  vice.  The  woman's  a  whore,  and  there's  an. 
end  on 't/* 
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' lis-         He  defcribed  the  fadier  of  one  of  his  friends  thus :  "  Sir,  he  was  fo  exoberanc 
JStat!^4.  a  talker  at  publick  meetings,  that  the  gentlemen  of  his  county  were  afraid  of 
him.     No  bufinefs  could  be  done  for  his  declamation," 

He  did  not  give  me  full  credit  when  I  mentioned  that  I  had  carried  on 
a  Ihort  converfation  by  figns  with  fome  Efquimaux,  who  were  then  in  London, 
particularly  with  one  of  them  who  was  a  prieft.  He  thought  I  could  not  make 
them  underftand  me.  No  man  was  more  incredulous  as  to  particular  fafts, 
which  were  at  all  extraordinary  ;  and  therefore  no  man  was  more  fcrupuloufly 
inquifitive,  in  order  to  difcover  the  truth. 

I  dined  with  him  this  day  at  die  houie  6f  my  friends>  Meffieurs  Edward 
and  Charles  Dilly,  booklellers  in  the  Poultry :  there  were  prefent,  their  dder 
brother  Mr.  Dilly  of  Bcdfordfliire,  Dr.  Goldftnith,  Mr.  Langton,  Mr. 
Claxton,  Reverend  Dr.  Mayo  a  diflenring  minifter,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Toplady, 
and  my  friend  the  Reverend  Mr.  Temple. 

Hawkefworth's  compilation  oi  the  voyages  to  the  South  Sea  being  men- 
tioned;—-Johnson.  **  Sir,  if  you  talk  of  it  as  a  fubjeft  of  commerce,  it  will 
be  gsunfuli  if  as  a  book  that  is  to  increafe  human  knowledge,  I  believe  there 
will  not  be  much  of  that.  Hawkefworth  can  tell  only  what  the  voyagers  have 
told  him,  and  they  have  found  very  little,  only  one  new  animal,  I  think." 
BoswELL.  "  But  many  infefts.  Sir."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  as  to  infe<5ts, 
Ray  reckons  of  Britilh  infcAs  twenty  thoufand  ipecies.  They  might  hav« 
have  (laid  at  home  and  difcovercd  enough  in  that  way." 

Talking  of  birds,  I  mentioned  Mr.  Daines  Barrington's  ingenious  Eflay 
ag^mft  the  received  notion  of  their  migration.  Johnson.  "  I  think  we  have 
as  good  evidence  ibr  the  migration  of  woodcocks  as  can  be  defii  ed.  Wc 
find  they  difappear  at  a  certain  time  of  the  year,  and  appear  again  at  a  certain 
time  of  the  year  j  and  fome  of  them,  when  weary  in  their  flight,  have  been 
known  to  alight  on  the  rigging  of  ihips  far  out  at  fea."  One  of  the  company 
obfervedj  that  there  had  been  inftances  of  fome  of  them  found  in  lummcr 
in  Eflcx.  Johnson.  *"  Sir,  that  ftrengthens  our  argument.  Exceptio  probat 
regulam.  Some  being  found  fhews,  that,  if  all  remained,  many  would  be  found* 
A  few  fick  or  lame  ones  may  be  found."  Goldsmith.  "  There  is  a  partial 
'    migration  of  the  fwallows ;  the  ftronger  ones  migrate,  the  others  do  not." 

BoswELL.  "  I  am  well  aflfured  that  the  people  of  Otaheite  who  have  the 
bread-tree,  the  fruit  of  which  ferves  them  for  bread,  laughed  heartily- 
^hen  they  were  informed  of  the  tedious  procefs  neceflfary  with  us  to  have 
■bread  V— plowing,  fowing,  harrowing,  reaping,  threfliing,  grinding,  baking.** 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  all  ignorant  lavages  will  laugh  when  they  are  told  of 
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die  advantages  of  civilized  life.     Were  you  to  tell  men  who  live  without      '773- 
houfes,  how  we  pik  brick  upon  brick  and  rafter  upon  rafter,  and  that  after  a  ^tat\  64. 
houfe  is  raifed  to  a  certain  height,  a  man  tumbles  off  a  fcaffbld  and  breaks 
his-  neck,  he  would  laugh  heartily  at  our  folly  in  building ;  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  men  are  better  without  houfes.     No,  Sir,  (holding  up  a  flice  of  a 
good  loaf,)  this  is  better  than  the  bread-tree.'* 

He  repeated  an  argument,  which  is  to  be  found  in  his  "  Rambler,"  againft 
the  notion  that  the  brute  creation  is  endowed  with  the  faculty  of  reafon  :  "  birds 
build  by  inftinft ;  they  never  improve :  they  build  their  firft  neft  as  well  as 
any  one  that  they  ever  build."  Goldsmith.  "  Yet  we  fee  if  you  take  away 
a  bird's  neft  with  the  eggs  in  it,  ftie  will  make  a  (lighter  neft  and  lay  again." 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  that  is  bccaufe  at  firft  ftie  has  fiiU  time,  and  makes  her  neft 
deliberately.  In  the  cafe  you  mention  ftie  is  prefled  to  lay,  and  muft  there- 
fore make  her  neft  quickly,  and  confequently  it  will  be  flight."  Goldsmith. 
^  The  nidification  of  birds  is  what  is  leaft  known  in  natural  hiftory,  though; 
one  of  the  moft  curious  things  in  it." 

I  introduced  the  fubjeft  of  tc^eration.     Johnson..  **  Every  fociety  has  a 
right  to  preferve  publick  peace  and  order,  and  therefore  has  a  good  right  to 
prohibit  the  propagation  of  opinions  which  have  a.  dangerous  tendency.     To 
fey  the  magijlrate  has  this  right,  is  ufing  an  inadequate  word  :  it  is  tht  fociety 
for  which  the  magiftrate  is  agent.   He  may  be  morally  or  theologically  wrong, 
in  reftraining  the  propagation  of  opinions  which  he  thinks  dangerous,  but  he 
is  politically  right."   Mayo;  "  I  am  of  opinion.  Sir,  that  every  man  is  entided: 
to  liberty  of  confcieiice  in  religion ;  and  that  the  magiftrate  cannot  reftrain ; 
tliat  right."     Johnson..  "Sir,  I  agree  widi  you..    Every  man  has  a  right  to 
liberty  of  confcience,  and  with  that  the  magiftrate  cannot  interfere.     People 
confound  liberty  of  thinking  with  liberty  of  talking;  nay,  with  liberty  of  preach- 
ing.    Every  man  has  a  phyfical  right  to  think  as  he  pleafes  s  for  it  cannot  be 
difcovered  how  he  thinks.    He  has  not  a  moral  right ;  for  he  ought  to  inform 
himfelf  and  think  juftly.    But,  Si^;,  no  member  of  a  fociety  has  a  right  to  teach 
any  doftrine  contrary  to  what  that  fociety  holds  to  be  true..  The  magiftrate,  I 
lay,  may  be  wrong  in  what  he  thinks ;  but,  while  he  thinks  himfelf  right,  he 
may,  and  ought  to  enforce  what  he  thinks."     Mayo.  "  Then,  Sir,  we  are 
to  remain  always  in  errour,  and  truth  never  can  prevail  j  and  the  magiftrate 
was  right  in  perfecutmg  the  firft  Chriftians."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  the  only  method' 
by  which  religious  truth  can  be  eftabliftied  is  by  martyrdom.     The  magiftrate 
has  a  right  to  enforce  what  hc^  thinks  j  and  he  who  is  confcious  of  the  truth, 
has  a  right  to  fuffcr..    I.  am  afraid  there  is  no  other  way  of  afcertaining  the 
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truth,  but  by  perfecution  on  the  one  hand  and  enduring  it  on  the  othen** 
Goldsmith.  "  But  how  is  a  man  to  aft.  Sir  ?     Though  firmly  convinced  df 
the  truth  of  his  doftrine,  may  he  not  think  it  wrong  to  expofe  hinrifelf  to 
perfecution  ?     Has  he  a  right  to  do  fo  ?     Is  it  not,  as  it  were,  committing 
voluntary  fuicide  ?'*     Johnson.  "  Sir,  as  to  voluntary  filicide,  as  you  call  it, 
'there  are  twenty  thoufand  men  in  an  army  who  will  go  without  fcruple  to  be 
Ihot  at,  and  mount  a  breach  for  five-pence  a  day.'*    Kjoldsmith.  "  But  have 
they  a  moral  right  to  do  this  ?**     Johnson.  "Nay,  Sir,  if  you  will  not  take 
the  univerfal  opinion  of  mankind,  I  have  nothing  to  fay.    If  mankind  cannot 
defend  their  own  way  of  thinking,  I  cannot  defend  it.     Sir,  if  a  man  is  in 
doubt  whether  it  would  be  better  for  him  to  expofe  hinrllelf  to  martyrdom  or 
not,  he  Ihould  not  do  it.     He  milft  be  convinced  that  he  has  a  delegation 
from  heaven."     Goldsmith.  **  I  would  confider  whether  there  is  the  greater 
chance  of  good  or  evil  upon  the  whole.    If  I  fee  a  man  who  has  fallen  into  a 
well,  I  would  wilh  to  help  him  out ;  but  if  there  is  a  greater  probability  that 
he  fhall  pull  me  in,  than  that  I  ftiall  pull  him  out,  I  would  not  attempt  it.  So 
were  I  to  go  to  Turkey,  I  might  wilh  to  convert  the  Grand  Signor  to  the 
Chriftian  faith ;  but  when  I  confidered  that  I  fhould  probably  be  put  to  death 
without  efFeftualing  my  purpofe  in  any  degree,  I  Ihould  keep  myfelf  quiet." 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  muft  confider  that  we  have  perfeft  and  imperfeft  obli- 
gations.    Perfeft  obligations,  which  are  generally  not  to  do  fomething,  are 
clear  and  pofitive;    as,  ^  thou  Ihalt  not  kill.'     But  charity,  for  inflance,  is 
not  definable  by  limits.     It  is  a  duty  to  give  to  the  poor;  but  no  man  can 
fay  how  much  another  Ihould  give  to  the  poor,  or  when  a  man  has  given  toa 
litde  to  fave  his  foul.     In  the  fame  manner,  it  is  a  duty  to  inftruft  the  igno- 
rant, and  of  confequence  to  convert  infidels  to  Chriftianity ;  but  no  man  in 
the  common  courfe  of  things  is  obliged  to  carry  this  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to 
incur  the  danger  of  martyrdom,  as  no  man  is  obliged  to  ftrip  himfelf  to  the 
Ihirt  in  order  to  give  charity.     I  have  faid,  that  a  man  muft  be  perfuaded 
-  that  he  has  a  particular  delegation  from  heaven."     Goldsmith.  "  How  is 
this  to  be  known  ?     Our  firft  reformers,  who  were  burnt  for  not  believing 
bread  and  wine  to  be  Christ."—    Johnson,  (interrupting  him,)  "  Sir,  they 
were  not  burnt  for  not  believing  bread  and  wine  to  be  Christ,  but  for  infulting 
thofc  who  did  believe  it.     And,  Sir,  when  the  firft  reformers  began,  they  did 
not  intend  to  be  martyred :  as  raany  of  them  ran  away  as  could."     Boswell. 
"  But,  Sir,  there  was  your  countryman,  Elwal,  who  you  told  me  challenged 
King  George  with  his  black-guards  and  his  red-guards."     Johnson.  «  My 
countryman,  Elwal,  Sir,  Ihould  have  been  putinthe.ftocksj  a  proper  pulpit 

for 
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for  him,  and  he'd  have  had  a  numerous  audience.  A  man  who  preaches  in  1775- 
the  ftocks  will  always  have  hearers  enough."  Boswell.  "  But  Elwal  thought  ^tat".  64! 
himfelf  in  the  right."  Johnson.  "  We  are  not  providing  for  mad  people  ; 
there  are  places  for  them  in  the  neighbourhood,"  (meaning  Moorfields.) 
Mayo.  "  But,  Sir,  is  it  not  very  hard  that  I  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  teach  my 
children  what  I  really  believe  to  be  the  truth  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you 
might  contrive  to  teach  your  children  extrh  Jcandalum  \  but.  Sir,  the  magiftrate, 
if  he  knows  it,  has  a  right  to  reftrain  you.  Suppofe  you  teach  your  children 
to  be  thieves  r"  Mayo.  "  This  is  making  a  joke  of  the  fubjeft."  Johnson. 
*'  Nay,  Sir,  take  it  thus :— that  you  teach  them  the  community  of  goods,  for 
which  there  are  as  many  plaufible  arguments  as  for  moft  erroneous  doftrines* 
You  teach  them  that  all  things  at  firft  were  in  common,  and  that  no  man  had  a 
right  to  any  thing  but  as  he  laid  his  hands  upon  it;  and  that  this  ftill  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  the  rule  amongft  mankind.  Here,  Sir,  you  fap  a  great  principle  in 
fociety,— property.  And  don't  you  think  the  magiftrate  would  have  a  right 
to  prevent  you  ?  Or,  fuppofe  you  Ihould  teach  your  children  the  notions  of 
the  Adamites,  and  they  fhould  run  naked  into  the  ftreets,  would  not  the 
magiftrate  have  a  right  to  flog  'em  into  their  doublets  ?"  Mayo.  "  I  think 
the  magiftrate  has  no  right  to  interfere  till  there  is  fome  overt  aft."  Boswell. 
**  So,  Sir,  though  he  fees  an  enemy  to  the  ftate  charging  a  blunderbufs,  he  is 
not  to  interfere  till  it  is  fired  off."  Mayo.  **  He  muft  be  fure  of  its  direftion 
againft  the  ftate."  Johnson.  "  The  magiftrate  is  to  judge  of  that. — He  has 
no  right  to  reftrain  your  thinking,  becaufe  the  evil  centers  in  yourfelf. '  If  a 
man  were  fitting  at  this  table,  and  chopping  off  his  fingers,  the  magiftrate, 
as  guardian  of  the  community,  has  no  authority  to  reftrain  him,  however  he 
might  do  it  from  kindnefs  as  a  parent.— Though,  indeed,  upon  more  con- 
fideration,  I  think  he  may  5  as  it  is  probable  that  he  who  is  chopping  off  his 
own  fingers,  may  foon  proceed  to  chop  off  thofe  of  other  people.  If  I  think 
it  right  to  fteal  Mr.  Dilly's  plate,  I  am  a  bad  man ;  but  he  can  fay  nothing 
to  me.  If  I  make  an  open  declaration  that  I  think  fo,  he  will  keep  me  out 
of  his  houfe.  If  I  put  forth  my  hand,  I  fhall  be  fent  to  Newgate.  This  is  the 
gradation  of  thinking,  preaching,  and  adting :  if  a  man  thinks  erroneoufly, 
he  may  keep  his  thoughts  to  himfelf,  and  nobody  will  trouble  him ;  if  he 
preaches  erroneous  doftrine,  fociety  may  expel  him ;  if  he  afts  in  confequence 
of  it,  the  law  takes  place,  and  he  is  hanged."  Mayo.  *'  But,  Sir,  ought  not 
Chriftians  to  have  liberty  of  confcience  ?"  Johnson.  "  I  have  already  told 
you  fo,  Sir.  You  are  coming  back  to  where  you  were."  Boswell.  *^  Dr. 
Mayo  is  always  taking  a  return  poft-chaife,  and  going  the  ftage  over  again. 

Hhh  He 
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1 775*  He  has  it  at  half  price."  Johnson.  "  Dr.  Mayo,  like  other  champions  for 
IStatl  64!  unlimited  toleration,  has  got  a  fet  of  words  '.  Sir,  it  is  no  matter,  politically,, 
whether  the  magiftrate  be  right  or  wrong.  Suppofe  a  club  were  to  be  formed 
to  drink  confufion  to  King  George  the  Third,  and  a  happy  reftoration  to 
Charles  the  Third ;  this  would  be  very  bad  with  refpefl:  to  the  ftate  j  but 
every  member  of  that  club  muft  eitljer  conform  to  its  rules,  or  be  turned  out 
of  it.  Old  Baxter,  I  remember,  maintains,  that  the  magiftrate  fhould  *  tolerate 
'  all  things  that  are  tolerable.'  This  is  no  good  definition  of  toleration  upon 
any  principle  5  but  it  Ihews  that  he  thought  fome  things  were  not  tolerable.'* 
ToPLADY.  "  Sir,  you  have  untwifted  this  4difficult  fubjeft  with  great 
dexterity." 

During  this  argument,  Goldfmith  fat  in  reftlefs  agitation,  from  a  wifh  to  get. 
in,  and  fhine.     Finding  himfelf  excluded,  he  had  taken  his  hat  to  go  away, 
but  remained  for  fome  time  with  it  in  his  hand,  like  a  gamefter,  who  at  the 
dole  of  a  long  night,  lingers  for  a  little  while,  to  fee  if  he  can  have  a  favour- 
able opening  to  finifh  with  fuccefs*     Once  when  he  was  beginning  to  Ipeak, 
he  found  himfelf  overpowered  by  the  loud  voice  of  Johnfon,  who  was  at  the 
oppofite  end  of  the  table,  and  did  not  perceive  Goldfmith's  attempt*     Thus 
difappointed  of  his  wilh  to  obtain  the  attention  of  the  company,  Goldfmith  in  a^ 
paffion  threw  down  his  hat,  looldng  angrily  at  Johnfon,  and  exclaiming  in  a  bitter 
tone,  "  Take  it**    When  Toplady  was  going  to  fpeak,  Johnfon  uttered  fome 
found,  which  led  Goldfmith  to  think  that  he  was  beginning  again,. and  taking  the 
words  from  Toplady.    Upon  which,  he  feized  this  opportunity  of  venting  his 
own  envy  and  Ipleen,  under  the  pretext  of  llipporting  another  perfon :  *'  Sir> . 
((aid  he  to  Johnfon,)  the  gentleman  has  heard  you  patiently  for  an  hourj 
pray  allow  us  now  to  hear  him."     Johnson,  (fternly,)  *^  Sir,  I  was  not 
interrupting  the  gendeman.     I  was  only  giving. him  a  fignal  of  my  attention.^ 
Sir,  you  are  impertinent."     Goldfmith  made  no  reply,  but  continued  in  the* 
company  for  fome  time.v 

A  gentleman  prefent  ventui^ed  to  a(k  Dr.  Johnfon  if  there  was  not  a  mate- 
rial difference  as  to  toleration  of  opinions  which  lead  to  adion,  and  opinions 
merely  fpeculative  i  for  inftance,  would  it  be  wrong  in  the  magiftrate  to  tolerate- 

»  Dr.  Mayo's  calm  temper  and  fteady  perfeverancc,  rendered  him  an  admirable  fubjeft  for  the 
cxercife  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  powerful  abilities.     He  never  flinched  ;  but,  after  reiterated  blows, . 
remained  feemingly  unmoved  as  at  the  firft.     The  fcintillations  of  Johnfon's  genius  flalhed  every 
time  he  was  ftruck,  without  his  receiving  any  injury.     Hence  he  obtained  the  epithet  of  Th  e 
Xjterary  Anvil, 
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thofe  who  preach  againft  the  doftrine  of  the  Trinity.  Johnfbn  was  highly  1775. 
ofifcnded,  and  faid,  "  I  wonder.  Sir,  how  a  gendeman  of  your  piety  can  £^l^ 
introduce  this  fubjedt  in  a  mixed  company."  He  told  me  afterwards,  that  the 
impropriety  was,  that  perhaps  fome  of  the  company  might  have  talked  on  the 
fubjeft  in  {\xgh  terms  as  would  have  fliocked  him ;  or  he  might  have  been 
forced  to  appear  in  their  eyes  a  narrow-minded  man.  The  gendeman,  with 
fubfniflive  deference,  faid,  he  had  only  hinted  at  the  queftion  from  a  defire 
to  hear  Dr.  Johnfon's  opinion  upon  it.  Johnson.  "  Why  then.  Sir,  I  think 
that  permitting  men  to  preach  any  opinion  contrary  to  the  dodtrine  of  the 
cftablifhed  church,  tends,  in  a  certain  degree,  to  leflen  the  authority  of  the 
church,  and,  confequendy,  to  leffen  the  influence  of  religion."  "  It  may  be 
confidered,  (faid  the  gentleman,)  whether  it  would  not  be  politick  to  tolerate 
in  fuch  a  cafe."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  we  have  been  talking  of  right :  this  is 
•another  queflion.     /think  it  is  not  politick  to  tolerate  in  fuch  a  cafe." 

Though  he  did  not  think  it  fit  that  fo  aweful  a  fubjeft  (hould  be  introduced 
in  a  mixed  company,  and  therefore  at  this  time  waved  the  theological  quef- 
tion j  yet  his  own  orthodox  belief  in  the  facred  myflery  of  the  Trinity  is 
evinced  beyond  doubt,  by  the  following  pafiage  in  his  private  devotions :  "  O 
Lord,  hear  my  prayers,  for  Jesus  Christ's  feke  i  to  whom  with  thee  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  three  perfom  and  one  God,  be  all  honour  and  glory,  world 
without  end    Amen "." 

BoswELL.  *'  Pray,  Mr.  Dilly,  how  does  Dr.  Leland's  *  Hiftory  of  Ireland' 
fell  ?"  Johnson.  (Burfling  forth  with  a  generous  indignation,)  "  The  Iriih 
are  in  a  mofl  unnatural  flate  j  for  we  fee  there  the  minority  prevailing  over  the 
majority.  TJiere  is  no  inflance,  even  in  the  ten  perfecutions,  of  fuch  feverity 
as  that  which  the  Proteflants  of  Ireland  have  exercifed  againft  the  Catho- 
licks.  Did  we  tell  them  we  havfc  conquered  them,  it  would  be  above 
board :  to  punifh  them  by  confifcadon  and  other  penalties,  as  rebels,  was  inon- 
ftrous  injuflice.  Kmg  William  was  not  their  lawful  fovereign :  he  had  not 
been  acknowledged  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  when  they  appeared  in  arms 
ggainft  him." 

I  here  fuggefled  fomething  favourable  of  the  Roman  Catholicks.  Topl ad  y^ 
'•'  Does  not  their  invocation  of  faints  fuppofe  omniprefence  in  the  faints  ?" 
Johnson.  **  No,  Sir  j  it  fuppofes  only  pluriprefence  5  and  when  fpirits  are 
»divefted  of  matter,  it  fcems  probable  that  they  fhould  fee  with  more  extent 
.than  when  in  an  embodied  flate.    There  is^  therefore,  no  approach  to  aa, 

*  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p«  40^ 
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invafion  of  any  of  the  divine  attributes,  in  the  invocation  of  faints.  But  I 
tliinH  it  is  will-worfhip,  and  prefumption.  I  fee  no  comniand  for  it,  and 
therefore  think  it  is  fafer  not  to  pradife  it." 

He  and  IVIr.  Langton  and  I  went  together  to  the  Club,  where  we  found 
Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Garrick,  and  fome  other  members,  and  amongft  them  our 
friend  Goldfmith,  who  fat  filendy  brooding  over  Johnfon's  reprimand  to  him 
after  dinner.  Johnfon  perceived  this,  and  faid  afide  to  fome  of  us,  "  Til 
make  Goldfmith  forgive  me ;"  and  then  called  to  him  in  a  loud  voice,  "  Dr. 
Goldfmith, — fomething  pafled  to-day  where  you  and  I  dined  -,  I  afk  your  par- 
don." Goldfmith  anfwered  placidly,  *^  It  muft  be  much  from  you.  Sir,  that  I 
take  ill."  And  fo  at  once  the  difference  was  over,  and  they  were  on  as  cafy 
terms  as  ever,  and  Goldfmith  rattled  away  as  ufual. 

In  our  way  to  the  club  to-night,  when  I  regretted  that  Goldfmith  would, 
upon  every  occafion,  endeavour  to  Ihine,  by  which  he  often  expofed  himfelfi 
Mr.  Langton  obferved,  that  he  was  not  like  Addifon,  who  was  content  with 
the  fame  of  his  writings,  and  did  not  aim  alfo  at  excellency  in  converfation, 
for  which  he  found  himfelf  unfit  i  and  that  he  laid  to  a  lady,  who  complained 
of  his  having  talked  little  in  company,  "  Madam,  I  have  but  nine-pence  in 
ready  money,  but  I  can  draw  for  a  thoufand  pounds."  I  obferved,  that 
Goldfmith  had  a  great  deal  of  gold  in  his  cabinet,  but,  not  content  with  that, 
was  always  taking  out  his  purfe.  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  and  that  fo  oftea  an 
empty  purfe !" 

Goldfmith's  inceflant  defire  of  being  conspicuous  in  company,  was  the 
occafion  of  his  fometimes  appearing  to  fuch  difadvantage  as  one  Ihould  hardly 
have  fuppofed  poflible  in  a  man  of  his  genius.  When  his  literary  reputation 
had  rifen  defervedly  high,  and  his  fociety  was  much  courted,  he  became  very 
jealous  of  the  extraordinary  attention  which  was  every  where  paid  to  Johnfon, 
One  evening,  in  a  circle  of  wits,  he  found  fault  with  me  for  talking  of  Johnfon 
as  entitled  to  the  honour  of  unqueftionable  fuperiority.  "  Sir^^  (faid  he,)  you 
are  for  making  a  monarchy  of  what  ihould  be  a  republick." 

He  was  ftill  more  mortified,  when  talking  in  a  company  with  fluent 
vivacity,  and,  as  he  flattered  himfelfi  to  the  admiration  of  all  who  were 
prefcnt ;  a  German  who  fat  next  him,  and  perceived  Johnfon  rolling  himfelf 
as  if  about  to  fpeak,  fuddenly  Hopped  him,  laying,  "  Stay,  flay,— -Toftor 
Shonfon  is  going  to  fay  fomething.".  This  was,  no  doubt,  very  provoking, 
cipecially  to  one  fo  irritable  as  Goldfmith,  who,  frequently  mentioned  it  with 
ftrong  exprefllons  of  indignation. 

It 
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'  It.  may  alfo  be  obferved,  that  Goldfmith  was  fometimes  content  to  be  1773* 
treated  with  an  eafy  familiarity,  but,  upon  occafions,  would  be  confequential  [sm.  6±^ 
and  important.  An  inftance  of  this  occurred  in  a  fmall  particular.  Johnfon 
had  a  way  of  contrafting  the  names  of  his  friends ;  as,  Beauclerk,  Beau  j 
Bofwell,  Bozzy;  Langton,  Lanky  s  Murphy,  Murs  Sheridan,  Sherry.  I 
remember  one  day,  when  Tom  Davies  was  telling  that  Dr.  Johnfon  faid, 
*'  We  are  all  in  labour  for  a  name  to  Goldy\  play,"  Goldfmith  feemed  dif^ 
pleafed  that  fuch  a  liberty  fhould  be  taken  with  his  name,  and  faid,  ^^  I  have 
often  defired  him  not  to  call  me  Goldy.'*  Tom  was  remarkably  attentive  to 
the  moft  minute  circumftance  about  Johnfon.  I  recolledt  his  telling  me 
once,  on  my  arrival  in  London,  "  Sir,  our  great  friend  has  made  an  im- 
provement on  his  appellation  of  old  Mr.  Sheridan.  He  calls  him  now 
Sherry  derry.** 


To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Bagshaw,  ^7/  Bromley\ 

«  Sir, 

"  I  RETURN  you  my  fincere  thanks  for  your  additions  to  my  Dic- 
tionary; but  the  new  edition  has  been  publilhed  fome  time,,  and'  therefore  I 
cannot  now  make  ufe  of  them.  Whether  I  Ihall  ever  revife  it  more,  I  know 
not.  If  many  readers  had  been  as  judicious,  as  diligent,  and  as  communi- 
cative as  yourfelf,  my  work  had  been  better.  The  world  muft  at  prefcnt. 
take  it  as  it  is.     I  am.  Sir, 

^  Your  moft  obliged" 

'*  And  moft  humble,  fervant, 
•'  Mays,  1773;.  "  Sam.  Johnson."' 

On  Sunday,  May  8, 1  dined  with  Johnfon  at  Mr.  Langton*s,  with  Dr.  Beattie 
and  fome  other  company.  He  dcfcanted  on  the  fubjedt  of  Literary  Property. 
*'  There  feems,  ({aid  he,)  to  be  in  authours  a  ftronger  right  of  property  than 
that  by  occupancy  i  a  metaphyfical  right,    a  right,  as  it  were,  of  creation, . 

*  The  Reverend  Thomas  6ag(haw,  M.  A.  who  died  on  November  20,  1787,  in  the  feve^- 
fcventh  year  of  his  age.  Chaplain  of  Bromley  College,  in  Kent,  and  Re^or  of  Southfleet.  ^He 
had  rdigned  the  cure  of  Bromley  pari(h  fome  time  before  his  death.  For  this,  and  another  letter 
from  Dr.  Johnfon  in  1784^  to  the  fame  truly  refpc^hible  man,  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  John  Loveday^ 
of  the  Commons,  who  has  obligingly  tranfcribcd  them  for  me  from  the  originals  in  his 
poiTei&on. 

which 
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1773*  which  fhould  from  its  nature  be  perpetual  ^  but  the  conient  of  nations  is 
^^i^  5. '  againft  it,  and  indeed  reafon  and  the  interefts  of  learning  are  againft  it ;  for 
were  it  to  be  perpetual,  no  book,  however  ufefiil,  could  be  univerfally  difFufed 
amongfl:  mankind,  fliould  the  proprietor  take  it  into  his  head  to  reftrain  its 
circulation.  No  book  could  have  the  advantage  of  being  edited  with  notes^ 
however  neccflary  to  its  elucidation,  Ihould  the  proprietor  perverfely  oppok 
it.  For  the  general  good  of  die  world,  therefore,  whatever  valuable  work  has 
once  been  created  by  an  authour,  and  iflued  out  by  him,  fhould  be  underftood 
as  no  longer  in  his  power,  but  as  belonging  to  the  publick ;  at  the  fame  dme 
the  authour  is  entided  to  an  adequate  reward*  This  he  fhould  have  ky  ^a 
cxclufive  right  to  his  work  for  a  confiderable  number  of  years." 

He  attacked  Lord  Monboddo's  ftrange  ipoculation  on  the  primitive  ttate  of 
human  nature ;  obferving,  *^  Sir,  it  is  all  conjefture  about  a  thing  ufclefs,  even 
were  it  known  to  be  true.  Knowledge  of  all  kinds  is  good,  Conjefture,  as  to 
things  ufeful,  is  good  i  but  conjefhire  as  to  what  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  know^ 
fuch  as  wherfier  men  ever  went  upon  all  four,  is  very  idle.** 

On  Monday,  May  9,  as  I  was  to  fet  out  on  my  return  to  Scotland  next 
morning,  I  was  defirous  to  ice  as  much  of  Dn  Johnfon  as  I  could.  But  I 
firft  called  on  Goldfmith  tao  take  leave  of  him.  The  jealoufy  and  envy  which* 
though  poflefled  of  many  moft  amiable  qualities,  he  frankly  avowed,  broke 
•out  violently  at  this  interview.  Upon  another  occafion,  when  Goldfmith 
confefTed  himfelf  to  be  of  an  envious  difpofirioA,  I  contended  with  Johnfon 
that  we  ought  not  to  be  angry  with  him,  he  was  fo  candid  in  owning  it» 
**  Nay,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  we  mufl  be  angry  that  a"  man  has  fuch  a  fuper- 
abundance  of  an  odious  quality  that  he  cannot  keep  it  within  his  own  breafli 
but  it  boils  oven**  In  my  opinion,  however,  Goldfmith  had  not  more  of  it 
than  other  people  have,  but  only  talked  of  it  freely. 

He  now  feemed  very  angry  that  Johnfon  was  going  to  be  a  traveller ;  faid, 
**  he  would  be  a  dead  weight  for  me  to  carry,  and  that  I  fhould  never  be  able 
10  lug  him  along  through  the  Highlands  and  Hebrides."  Nor  would  he 
patiently  allow  me  to  enlarge  upon  Johnfon*s  wonderful  abilities;  but  exclaimed, 
***  Is  he  like-Burke,  who  winds  into  a  fubjedt  like  a  ferpent?"  «  But,  (faid  I,) 
Johnfon  is  the  Hercules  who  flrangled  feipents  in  his  cradle." 

I  dined  with  Dr.  Johnfon  at  General  Paoli's.  He  was  obliged,  by  indilpo- 
firion,  to  leave  the  company  early ;  he  appointed  me,  however,  to  meet  him 
jn  the  evening  at  Mr.  (now  Sir  Robert,)  Chambers's  in  the  Temple,  where 
he  accordingly  came,  though  he  continued  to  be  very  ill.  Chambers,  as  is 
xommon  on  fuch  occafions,  prefcribed  various  remedies  to  him.    Johnson. 

J  (fretted 
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f fretted  by  pain,)  "  Pr'ythee  do|rt  teaze  me.  Stay  till  I  am  well,  and  then 
you  Ihall  tell  me  how  to  cure  myfelf.**  He  grew  better,  and  taHced  with  a  ^tat^  67[ 
noble  enthufiafm  of  keeping  up  the  reprefentation  of  relpedtable  families.  His 
aeal  on  this  fubjeft  was  a  circumftance  in  his  charaifter  exceedingly  remark- 
able, when  it  is  confidered  that  he  himfelf  had  no  pretenfions  to  blood.  I 
heard  him  once  fay,  "  I  have  great  merit  in  being  zealous  for  fubordination 
and  the  honours  of  birth;  for  I  can  hardly  tell  who  was  my  grandfather." 
He  maintained  the  dignity  and  propriety  of  male  fucceflion,  in  oppofition  to 
the  opinion  of  one  of  our  friends,  who  had  that  day  employed  Mr.  Chambers 
to  draw  his  will,  devifing  his  eftate  to  his  three  fillers,  in  preference  to  a  remote 
heir  male.  Johnfon  called  them  three  dowdies,  and  faid,  with  as  high  a  fpirit 
^  the  boldeft  Baron  in  the  moft  perfed  days  of  the  feudal  fyftem,  *'  An  ancient 
«ftate  Ihould  always  go  to  males.  It  is  mighty  foolilh  to  let  a  Arranger  have 
it,  becaufe  he  marries  your  daughter,  and  takes  your  name..  As  for  an  eftate 
newly  acquired  by  trade,  you  may  give  it,  if  you  will,  to  the  dog  Towzer,  and 
let  him  keep  his  own  name/' 

I  haife  known  him  at  times  exceedingly  diverted  at  what  feemed  to  others 
a  very  Imall  fport..  He  now  laughed  immoderately,  without  any  reafon  that 
we  could  perceive,  at  our  friend's  making. his  will  ;^called  him  the  tejiator,  and 
added,  "  I  dare  fay,  he  thinks  he  has  done  a  mighty  thing.  He  won't  ftay  till  he 
gets  home  to  his  feat  in  the  country,  ta  produce  this  wonderful  deed :  he'll  call 
up  the  landlord  of  the  firft  inn. on  the  road;  and^^  after  a  fuitable  preface  upon: 
mortality  and  the  uncertainty  of  life,  will  tell  him  that  he  ihould  not  delay 
making  his  will.;  and  here.  Sir,  will  he  fay,  is  my  will,  which  I  have  juft  made, 
.  with  the  afliftance  of  one  of  the  ableft.  lawyers  in  the  kingdom ;  and  he  will, 
read  it  to  hirh  (laughing  all  the  time).  He  believes  he  has  made  this  will; 
but  he  did  not  make  it :  you.  Chambers,  made  it  for  lum%  I  truft  you  have 
had  more  coftifcience  than  to  make  him  fay,  <  being  of  found  underftanding  \ 
ha,  ha,  ha  !  I  hope  he  has  left  me  a  legacy^  I'd  have  his  will  turned  into- 
verfe,  like  a  ballad.'* 

In  this  playful  manner  did  he  run  on,    exulting  in  his  own  pleafantry,. 
which  certainly  was  not  fuch  as  might  be  expefted  fron\  the  authour  of  "  The 
Rambler,"  but  which  is  here  preferved,  that  my  readers  may  be  acquainted, 
even  with  the  flighteft  occafional  charafterifticks  of  fo  eminent  a  man. 

Mr.  Chambers  did  not  by  any  means  relifti  this  jocularity  upon  a  matter 
of  which  ^^r J  magna  fuit,  and  feemed  impatient  till  he  got  rid  of  us.  Johnfon 
could  not  ftop  his  merriment,    biit  continued  it  all  the  way  till  we  got 

without  the  Temple-gate.     He  then  burft  into  fuch  a  fit  of  laughter,  that 

he 
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he  appeared  to  be  almoft  in  a  convulfion ;  and,  in  order  to  fupport  himfelfj 
laid  hold  of  one  of  the  pofts  at  the  fide  of  the  foot-pavement,  and  fcnt  forth 
peals  fo  loud,  that  in  the  filence  of  the  night  his  vpice  feemed  to  refound 
from  Temple-bar  to  Fleet-ditch. 

This  moft  ludicrous  exhibition  of  the  aweful,  melancholy,  and  venerable 
Johnfon,  happened  well  to  counteract  the  feelings  of  fadnefs  which  I  ufed  to 
experience  when  parting  with  him  for  a  confiderable  time.  I  accompanied 
Jiim  to  his  door,  where  he  gave  me  his  blefTing. 

He  records  of  himfelf  this  year,  "  Between  Eafter  and  Whitfuntide,  having 

always  confidered  diat  time  as  propitious  to  ftudy,  I  attempted  to  learn  the 

Low  Dutch  language'."      It  is  to  be  obferved,    that  he  here   admits  an 

opinion  of  the  human  mind  being  influenced  by  feafons,  which  he  ridicules  in 

his  writings.     His  -progrefs,  he  fays,  *'  was  interrupted  by  a  fever,  which,  bf 

the  imprudent  ufe  of  a  fmall  print,  left  an  inflammation  in  his  ufeful  eye." 

We  cannot  but  admire  fiis  fpirit  when  we  know,  that  amidft  a  complication  of 

bodily  and  mental  diflrefs,  he  was  (till  animated  with  the  defire  of  intelleAual 

improvement.     Various  notes  of  his  ftudies  appear  on  different  days,  in  his 

manufcript  diary  of  this  year ;  luch  as,  "  Incboavi  le^tionem  Pentateuchi — Finivi 

lellumem  Conf.  Fab.  Burdonum.^^^Legi  primutn  aSum  ^roadm$.^^Legi  Differta^ 

timem  Ckrici  pojiremam  de  Petit. ^-^i  of  Clark* s  Sermons. ^^L.  Appolonii  pugnam 

£etriciam.^^L.  centum  vetfus  Humeri." mlLet  this  fcrve  as  a  Ipecimen  of  what 

accefllons  of  literature  he  was  perpetually  infufing  into  his  mind,  while  he 

charged  himfelf  with  idlenefs. 

This  year  died  Mrs.  Salufbury,  (mother  of  Mrs.  Thrale,)  a  lady  whom  he 
appears  to  have*efl:eemed  much,  and  whofe  memory  he  honoured  with  an 
Epitaph  \ 

In  a  letter  from  Edinburgh,  dated  the  29th  of  May,  I  prcflfed  him  to  perfe- 
verc  in  his  relblution  to  make  this  year  the  projected  vifit  to  the  Hebrides, 
of  which  he  and  I  had  talked  for  many  years,  and  which  I  was  confident  would 
afl^brd  us  much  entertainment. 


To  Jam£s  Boswell,   E/g. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  WHEN  your  letter  came  to  me,  I  was  (b  darkened  by  an  inflam- 
mation in  my  eye,  that  I  could  not  for  fome  time  read  it.     I  can  now  write 

^  Prayers  and  Medlutioas,  p.  129*  *  Mrs»  Piozzi's  Anecdotes  of  Johnfon^  P*  131* 

without 


«» * 
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^without  trouble,  and  can  read  large  prints.    My  eye  is  gradually  growing      '773* 
ftronger ;  and  I  hope  will  be  able  to  take  fome  delight  in  the  furvey  of  a  ^IlJf^ 
Caledonian  loch. 

"  Chambers  is  going  a  Judge,  with  fix  thoufand  a  year,  to  Bengal.  He 
and  I  fhall  come  down  together  as  far  as  NewcalUe,  and  thence  I  (hall  eafily 
get  to  Edinburgh.  Let  me  know  the  cxaft  time  when  your  Courts  intermit. 
I  muft  conform  a  little  to  Chambers's  occafions,  and  he  muft  conform  a  little 
to  mine.  The  time  which  you  fhall  fix,  muft  be  the  common  point  to  which 
we  will  come  as  near  as  we  can.     Except  this  eycj  I  am  very  well. 

"  Beattie  is  fo  caitfled,  and  invited,  and  treated,  and  liked,  and  flattered, 
by  the  great,  that  I  can  fee  nothing  of  him.  I  am  in  great  hope  that  he  will 
be  well  provided  for,  and  then  we  will  live  upon  him  at  the  Marifchal  College, 
without  pity  or  modefty. 

*^  — —  left  the  town  without  taking  leave  of  me,  and  is  gone  in  deep 
dudgeon  to  ■■>      Is  not  this  very  childifh  ?      Where  is  now  my 

legacy  ? 

'  "  I  hope  your  dear  lady  and  her  dear  baby  are  both  well.  I  ftiall  fee  them 
too  when  I  come ;  and  I  have  that  opinion  of  your  choice,  as  to  fufpeft  that 
when  I  have  feen  Mrs.  Bofwell,  I  fliall  be  lefs  willing  to  go  away.  I  am,, 
dear  Sir, 

«  Your  aSeaSonatc  humble  fervant, 

<«  Johnfon's-court,  Fleet-  SaM.  JohnSOK. 

ftrect,  Jaly  5,  1773- 

*«  Write  to  me  as  foon  as  you  can.     Chambers  is  now  at  Oxford." 

I  again  wrote  to  him,  informing  him  that  the  Court  of  Sefiion  rofe  on  the 
twelfth  of  Auguft,  hoping  to  fee  him  before  that  time,  and  exprefling,  per- 
haps in  too  extravagant  terms,  my  admiration  of  him,  and  my  cxpedtation  of 
pleafure  from  our  intended  tour. 

To  James  Boswsll,  Efq. 

''  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  SHALL  fet  out  from  London  on  Friday  the  fixth,  of  this  month, 
and  purpofe  not  to  loiter  much  by  the  way.  Which  day  I  (hall  be  at  Edin- 
burgh, I  cannot  exaftly  tcU.  I  fuppofe  I  muft  drive  to  an  inn,  and  fend  a 
porter  to  find  you. 

I i  i  «  I  am 
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«773-  «  I  am  afraid  Beattie  will  not  be  at  his  College  foon  enough  for  us,  and  I 

^J^Jf^  fhall  be  forry  to  mifs  him ;  but  there  is  no  ftaying  for  the  concurrence  of  all 
conveniences.     We  will  do  as  well  as  we  can.     I  am.  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
*•  Auguft3, 1773.  Sam.  Johnson/* 

Tb  the  fame. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"NOT  being  at  Mr.  Thrale's  when  your  letter  came,  I  had  written 
the  inclofed  paper  and  fcaled  it  j  bringing  it  hither  for  a  frank,  I  found  yours. 
If  any  thing  could  reprefs  my  ardour,  it  would  be  fuch  a  letter  as  yours. 
To  difappoint  a  friend  is  unpleafing:  and  he  that  forms  expeftations  like 
yours,  muft  be  difappointed.  Think  only  when  you  fee  me,  that  you  fee  a 
man  who  loves  you,  and  is  proud  and  glad  that  you  love  him.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  affeftionate 
•«  Auguftj,  1775.  Sam,  JoHNSON."^ 

^0  the  fatne. 
«*  Dear  Sir,  *  Ncwcaftle,  Aug^n,  1771. 

"  I  CAME  hither  laft  night,  and  hope,  but  do  not  abfolutely  promife, 
to  be  in  Edinburgh  on  Saturday.    Beattie  will  not  come  fo  foon.    I  am.  Sir, 

*^  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson. 
"  My  compliments  to  your  lady.'' 


91?  tbe^Jame.         ^ 

**  Mr.  Johnson  fends  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Bofwell,  being  juft 
arrived  at  Boyd's." 

*«  Saturday  night." 

His  ftay  in  Scodand  was  from  the  1 8th  of  Auguft,  on  which  day  he  arrived, 
till  the  2  2d  of  November,  when  he  fct  out  on  his  return  to  London  j  and  I 
believe  ninety-four  days  were  never  pafled  by  any  man  in  a  more  vigorous 
exertion. 

He  came  by  the  way  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  re- 
mained a  few  days,  and  then  went  by  St.  Andrew's,  Aberdeen,  Invernels,  and 
Fort  Auguftus,  to  the  Hebrides,  to  vifit  which  was  the  principal  objeft  he  had 

I  in 
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in  view.  He  vifitcd  the  iflcs  of  Sky,  Rafajr,  Coi,  MuU,  Inchkenneth,  and  » 775- 
Icolmkill.  He  travelled  through  Argyleflure  by  Inveraray,  and  from  thence  ^tau  ^4^ 
by  Lochlomond  and  Dunbarton  to  Glaigow>  then  by  Loudon  to  Auchinleck 
in  Ayrlhire,  the  feat  of  my  family,  and. then  by  Hamilton,  back  to  Edinburgh, 
where  he  again  fpent  fome  time.  He  thus  faw  the  four  Univerfities  of  Scot- 
land, its  three  principal  cities,  and  as  much  of  the  Highland  and  infular  life 
as  was  fufRcient  for  his  philofophical  contemplation.  I  had  the  pleafure  of 
accompanying  him  during  the  whole  of  this  journey.  He  was  refpeftfully 
entertained  by  the  great,  the  learned,  and  the  elegant,  wherever  he  went; 
nor  was  he  lefs  delighted  with  the  hofpitality  which  he  experienced  in  hum- 
bler life. 

His  various  adventures,  and  the  force  and  vivacity  of  his  mind,  as  exer- 
cifed  during  this  peregrination,  upon  innumerable  topicks,  have  been  faithfully 
and  to  the  beft  of  my  abilities  difplayed  in  my  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the 
Hebrides,"  to  which,  as  fhe  publick  has  been  pleafed  to  honour  it  by  a  very 
cxtenfive  circulation,  I  beg  to  refer,  as  to  a  feparate  and  remarkable  portion 
of  his  Ufc,  which  may  be  there  feen  in  detail,,  and  which  exhibits  as  ftr iking 
a  vi^w  of  his  powers  in  converfation,  as  his  works  do  of  his  excellence  in 
writing.  Nor  can  I  deny  to  myfelf  the  very  flattering  gratification  of  inferring 
here  the  character  which  my  friend  Mr.  Courtenay  has  been  pleafed  to  give  of 
that  work :     , 

^'  With  Reynolds'  pencil,  vivid,  bold,  and  true, 
**  So  fervent  Bofwell  gives  him  to  our  view : 
*^  In  every  trait  we  fee  his  mind  expand; 

The  mafter  rifes  by  the  pupil's  hand ; 

We  love  the  writer,  praife  his  happy  vein, 
*^  Grac'd  with  the  naivete  of  the  fage  Montaigne. 
**  Hence  not  alone  are  brighter  parts  difplay'd, 
^^  But  ev*n  the  Ipecks  of  charafter  pourtray'd : 
**  We  fee  the  Rambler  with  faftidious  fmile 
*'  Mark  the  lone  tree,  and  note  the  heath-clad  ifle  i 
**  But  when  the  heroick  tale  of  Flora '  charms, 
*^  Deck'd  in  a  kilt,  he  wields  a  chieftain's  arms : 
*^  The  tuneful  piper  founds  a  martial  ftrain, 
"  And  Samuel  lings,  *  The  King  Ihall  have  his  ain." 

5  ^*  The  celebrated  Flora  Macdonald.    Sec  Bofwcirs  Tour.'* 

I  i  i  2  During 
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1773-  During  his  ftay  at  Edinburgh,  after  his  return  from  the  Hebrides,  he  was 

'^12^.  6u  ^^  great  pains  to  obtain  information  concerning  Scotland ;  and  it  will  appear 
from  his  fubfequent  letters,  that  he  was  not  lefs  folicitous  for  intelligence  on 
this  fubjeft  after  his  return  to  London. 

'to  James    Boswell^  Efq. 
"  Dear  Sir,. 

"  I  CAME  home  laft  night,  without  any  incommodity,  danger,  or 
wearinefs,  and  am  ready  to  begin  a  new  journey.  I  fhall  go  to  Oxford  on 
Monday.  I  know  Mrs.  Bofwell  wilhed  me  well  to  go^j  her  wilhes  have  not 
been  difappointed.     Mrs.  Williams  has  received  Sir  A's  ^  letter, 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  all  thofe  to  whom  my  compliments  may  be 
welcome. 

"  Let  the  box*  be  lent  as  ft)on  as  it  can,  and  let  me  know  when  to 
expedt  it. 

"  Enquire,  if  you  can,  the  order  of  the  Clans :  Macdonald  is  firft,  Mac- 
lean fecondj  ftirther  I  cannot  go.     Quicken  Dr.  Webfter'.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Yours  afFeftionately, 

♦'  Nov.  27,  1773.  Sam,  Johnson.'* 


Mr.  BoswELL  fo  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  Dec.  2,  I77J« 

"YOU  ihaB  have  what  information  I  can  procure  as  to  the  order  of 
the  Clans.     A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Grant  tells  me,  that  there  is  no" 

^  In  this  he  (hewed  a  very  acute  penetration.  My  wife  paid  him  the  mod  aflidaous  and 
refpedtful  attention »  while  he  was  our  guefl ;  fo  that  I  wonder  how  he  difcovered  her  wifhing  for 
his  departure.  The  truth  is>  that  his  irregular  hours  and  uncouth  habits,  fuch  as  turning  the 
candles  with  their  heads  downwards,  when  they  did  not  bum  bright  enough,  and  letting  the  wax 
drop  upon  the  carpet,  could  not  but  be  difagreeable  to  a  lady.  Beiides,  (he  had  not  tj^at  high 
admiration  of  him  which  was  felt  by  moil  o£  thofe  who  knew  him ;  and  what  was  very  natural  to  a 
female  mind,  (he  thought  he  had  too  much  influence  over  her  hufband.  She  once  in  a  little  warmthj 
made,  with  more  point  than  juftice,  this  remark  upon  that  fubjecl :  "  I  have  feen  many  a  bear  led 
by  a  man ;  but  I  never  before  faw  a  man  led  by  a  bear.'* 

^  Sir  Alexander  Gordon,  one  of  the  Profc(ror8  at  Aberdeen. 

'  This  was  a  box  containing  a  number  of  curious  things  which  he  had  picked  up  in  Scotland, 
particularly  fome  horn  fpoons. 

»  The  Reverend  Dr.  Alexander  Webfter,  one  of  the  minifters  of  Edinburgh,  a  man  of  diftin- 
guifhed  abilitiesj  who  had  promifed  him  information  concerning  tlie  Highlands  and'Iflands  of 
Scotland. 

fettled 
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fettled  order  among  them;  and  he  fays,  that  the  Macdonalds  were  not  placed     '775- 
upon  the  right  of  the  army  at.  CuUoden ;  the  Stuarts  were.    I  Ihall,  however,  ^^tat.  64! 
examine  witneffes  of  every  name  that  I  can  find  here.     Dr.  Webfter  fhall  be 
quickened  too.    I  like  your  litde  memorandums ;  they  are  fymptoms  of  your 
being  in  earneft  with  your  book  of  northern  travels. 

*<  Your  box  fhall  be  lent  next  week  by  fea.  You  will  find  in  it  fome 
pieces  of  the  broom  bulh,  which  you  faw  growing  on  the  old  caftle  of 
Auchinleck.  The  wood  has  a  curious  appearance  when  fawn  acrofs.  You 
may  either  have  a  little  writing-ftandifli  made  of  itj  or  get  it  formed  into 
boards  for  a  treatife  on  witchcraft>  by  way  of  a  fuitablc  binding." 


il4r.  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  Dec.  18,  177J.* 

«  Y  O  U  promiled  me  an  inlcription  for  a  print  to  be  taken  from  an 
hiftorical  pidture  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  being  forced  to  refign  her  crown, 
which  Mr.  Hamilton  at  Rome  has  painted  for  me.  The  two  following  have 
been  fent  to  me : 

*  Maria  Scotorum  Regina  meliori  feculo  digna^  jus  regium  civibus  feditiofis 
ifivita  refignat* 

♦  Gives  feditiqfi  Mariam  Scotorum  Reginamfefe  muneri  abdicare  imjitam  cogunt.^ 

*'  Be  (o  good  as  to  read  the  paffage  in  Robertfon,  and  fee  if  you  cannot 
give  me  a  better  infcription.  I  muft  have  it  both  in  Latin  and  Englifh ;  fo  if 
you  ihould  not  give  me  another  Latin  one,  you  will  at  leaft  choole  the  beft 
of  thcfe  two,  and  fend  a  tranflation  of  it." 


His  humane  forgiving  dilpofition  was  put  to  a  pretty  ftrong  tell  on  his 

return  to  London,  by  a  liberty  which  Mr.  Thomas  Davies  had  taken  with 

him  in  his  abfence,  which  was,  to  publifli  two  volumes,  entided,  "  Mifcel- 

laneous  and  fugitive  Pieces,"  which  he  advertifed  in  the  newfpapers,  "  By  the 

Authour  of  the  Rambler."     In  this  coUeftion,    feveral  of  Dr.  Johnfon's 

acknowledged  writings,  and  feveral  of  his  anonymous  performances,  and  fome 

which  he  had  written  for  others,  were  inferted  j  but  there  were  alfo  fome.  in 

which  he  had  no  concern  whatever.     He  was  at  firft  very  angry,  as  he  had 

good 
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1773-  good  reafon  to  be.     But,  upon  confideration  of  his  poor  friend's  narrow  cir- 
lffiiat.^4.  cumftances,  and  that  he  had  only  a  litde  profit  in  view,  and  meant  no  harm, 

he  foon  relented,  and  continued  his  kindnefs  to  him  as  formerly. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  felf-examination  with  retro(peft  to  this  year,  he  ieems 
to  have  been  much  deje6tedi  for  he  fays,  January  i,  1774,  *'  This  year  has 
paft  with  fo  litde  improvement,  that  I  doubt  whether  I  have  not  rather 
impaired  than  increafed  my  learning'  :'*  and  yet  we  have  fecn  how  he  ready  and 
we  know  how  he  talked  during  that  period. 

1774-  He  was  now  ferioufly  engaged  in  writing  an  account  of  our  travels  in  die 
Hebrides,  in  confequence  of  which  I  had  the  pleafurc  of  a  more  frequent 
correijpondence  with  him. 

T$  JaM£S   BoSWELtj   Efq.. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"MY  operations  have  been  hindered  by  a  cough ;  at  leaft  I  flatter 
myfelf,  that  if  the  cough  had  not  come,  I  fhould  have  been  further  advanced. 
But  I  have  had  no  intelligence  from  Dr.  W  ,  [Webfter,]  nor  from  the 
cxcifc-ofKce,  nor  from  you.  No  account  of  the  litde  borough  *.  Nothing 
of  the  Erfe  language.     I  have  yet  heard  nothing  of  my  box. 

*^  You  muft  make  hafte  and  gather  me  all  you  can,  and  do  it  quickiy,  or 
I  will  and  Ihall  do  without  it. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  and  tell  her  that  I  do  not  love 
her  the  lefs  for  wilhing  me  away.  I  gave  her  trouble  enough,  and  fhall*  be 
glad,  in  recompence,  to  give  her  any  pleafure. 

.    "  I  would  fend  fome  porter  into  the  Hebrides,    if  I  knew  which  way  it 
could  be  got  to  my  kind  friends  there.     Enquire,  and  let  me  know. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  all  the  Doftors  of  Edinburgh,  and  to  all  my 
friends  from  one  end  of  Scodand  to  the  other. 

"  Write  to  me,  and  fend  me  what  intelligence  you  can :  and  if  any  thing 
is  too  bulky  for  the  poft,  let  me  have  it  by  the  carrier.  I  do  not  like  trufting 
winds  and  waves.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft,  &c» 

"  Jan.  29,  1774.  Sam.  Johnson."  . 

'  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  129. 

*  The  ancient  Burgh  of  Prefticfc,  in  Ayrfhirc. 
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1774- 

21?  the  Jame.  x^-v-*-^ 

'^  Dear  Sir,  "^^^  ^^• 

"  I N  a  day  or  two  after  I  had  written  the  laft^  difcont^nted  letter,  I 
received  my  box,  which  was  very  welcome.  But  ftill  I  muft  entreat  you  to 
haften  Dr.  Webfter,  and  continue  to  pick  up  what  you  can  that  may  be  ufeful. 

"  ]^lr.  Oglethorpe  was  with  me  this  morning.  You  know  his  errand.  He 
was  not  unwelcome. 

'^  Tell  Mrs.  Bofwell  that  my  good  intentions  towards  her  ftill  continue.  I 
Ihould  be  glad  to  do  any  thing  that  would  either  benefit  or  pleafe  her. 

"  Chambers  is  not  yet  gone,  but  fo  hurried,  or  fo  negligent,  or  fo  proud, 
that  I  rarefy  fee  him.  I  have,  indeed,  for  fome  weeks  paft,  been  very  ill  of 
a  cold ,  and  cough,  and  have  been  at  Mrs.  Thrale's,  that  I  might  be  taken 
care  of.  I  am  much  better,  nova  redeunt  in  fr^^lia  vires  \  but  I  am  yet  tender, 
and  eafily  difordered.  How  happy  it  was  that  neither  of  us  were  ill  in  the 
Hebrides. 

*'  The  queftion  of  Literary  Property  is  this  day  before  the  Lords.  Murphy 
drew  up  the  appellants'  cafe,  that  is,  the  plea  againft  the  perpetual  right.  I 
have  fiot  feen  it,  nor  heard  the  decifion.  I  would  not  have  the  right 
perpetual. 

"  I  will  write  to  you  as  any  thing  occurs,  and  do  you  fend  me  fomething 
about  my  Scottilh  friends.  I  have  very  great  kindnefs  for  them.  Let  me 
know  likewife  how  fees  come  in,  and  when  we  are  to  fee  you.    I  am.  Sir, 

"  Yours  affeftionately,. 
•♦  London,  Feb.  7,  1774.  Sam.  John  SON." 

He  wrote  the  following  letters  to  Mr.'  Steevens,  his  able  aflbciate  in  editing 
Shakfpeare : 

^0  George  Steevens,..^.  in  Hampftead.  ^ 

«  Sir, 

"  I F  I  am  alked  when  I  have  feen  Mr.  Steevens,  you  know  what 
anfwer  I  muft  give  \  if  I  am  alked  when  I  ftiall  fee  him,  I  wifti  you  would 
tell  me  what  to  fay. 

"  If  you  have  *  Lefley's  Hiftory  of  Scotland,'  or  any  other  book  about 
Scotland,  except  Boetius  and  Buchanan,  it  will  be  a  kindnefs  if  you  fend  them . 
to.  Sir, 
*  .  **  Your  humble  fervant, 

«•  Feb.  7,  1774.  Saai.  JohnsonJ* 
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To  the  fame* 
"  Sir, 

"  W  E  arc  thinking  to  augment  our  club,  and  I  am  dcfirous  of  nomi- 
nating you,  if  you  care  to  (land  the  ballot,  and  can  attend  on  Friday  nights  at 
leaft  twice  in  five  weeks :  lefs  than  that  is  too  litde,  and  rather  more  -will  be 
expefted.     Be  pleafed  to  let  me  know  before  Friday,     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft,  &c* 
"Feb.  21,  1774,  Sam.  Johnson.'^ 

^0  the  fame. 
^  Sir, 

"  LAST  night  you  became  a  member  of  the  club;  if  you  call  -on 
«ie  on  Friday,  I  will  introduce  you.  A  gentleman,  propofed  after  you,  was 
rejefted. 

"  I  thank  you  for  Neander,  but  wifh  he  were  not  fo  fine.  I  will  take  care 
of  him.     I  am.  Sir, 

'"  Your  humble  fervant, 
^*  March 5,  1774.  Sam.  JohnsON.** 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

<^  Dear  Sir, 

"  Dr.  Webster's  informations  were  much  lefs  exadt  and  much 
lefs  determinate  than  I  expefted :  they  are,  indeed,  much  lefs  pofitive  than, 
if  he  can  truft  his  own  book '  which  he  laid  before  me,  he  is  able  to  give. 
But  I  believe  it  will  always  be  found,  that  he  who  calls  much  for  information 
will  advance  his  work  but  llowly. 

"  I  am,  however,  obliged  to  you,  dear  Sir,  for  your  endeavours  to  help 
me,  and  hope,  that  between  us  fomething  will  fome  time  be  done,  if  not  on 
this,  on  fome  occafion. 

"  Chambers  is  either  married,  or  almoft  married,  to  Mifs  Wilton,  a  girl 
of  fixteen,  exquifitely  beautiful,  whom  he  has,  with  his  lawyer's  tongue,  per- 
fuaded  to  take  her  chance  with  him  in  the  Eaft. 

'  A  manafcript  account  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Webfter  of  ail  the  pariflies  in  Scotland,  afcertaining 
their  length,  breadth,  number  of  inhabitants,  and  difUnguiihing  Proteflants  and  Roman  Cacho- 
licks.  This  book  Iiad  been  tranfmitted  to  government,  an4  Dr.  Johnfon  faw  a  copy  of  it  in  Qr. 
Webfter's  poffeffion. 

cc  We 
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*'  We  have  added  to  the  club,  Charles  Fox,  Sir  Charles  Bunbuiy,  Dr. 
Fordyce,  and  Mr.  Steevens. 

"  Return  my  thanks  to  Dr.  Webfter.  Tell  Dr.  Robertfon  that  I  have  not 
much  to  reply  to  his  cenfure  of  my  negligence ;  and  tell  Dr.  Blair  that  fince 
he  has  written  hither  what  I  faid  to  him,  we  muft  now  confider  ourfelves  as 
even,  forgive  one  another,  and  begin  again.  I  care  not  how  foon,  for  he  is 
a  very  pleafing  man.  Pay  my  compliments  to  all  my  friends,  and  remind 
Lord  Elibank  of  his  promiie  to  give  me  all  his  works. 

*'  I  hope  Mrs*  Bofwell  and  little  Mifs  are  well. — ^When  (hall  I  fee  them  again? 
She  is  a  fivect  lady^  only  fhe  was  fo  glad  to  fee  me  go,  that  I  have  almoft  a 
mind  to  come  again,  that  fhe  may  again  have  the  fame  pleafure. 

"  Enquire  if  it  be  prafticable  to  fend  a  fmall  prefent  of  a  calk  of  porter 
to  Dunvegan,  Rafay,  and  CoL  I  would  not  wifh  to  be  thought  forgetful  of 
civilides.     I  am.  Sir, 

^^  Your  humble  fervant, 

•^  March 5,  1774.  Sam.  Johnson.** 

On  the  5th  of  March  I  wrote  to  him,  requefting  his  counfel  whether  I 
»  fliould  this  Ipring  come  to  London.  I  ftated  to  him  on  the  one  hand  fome 
pecuniary  cmbarraffments,  which,  together  with  my  wife's  fituation  at  that 
'  time,  made  me  hefitate ;  and,  on  the  other,  the  pleafure  and  improve- 
ment which  my  annual  vifit  to  the  metropolis  always  afforded  me ;  and  parti- 
cularly mentioned  a  peculiar  fatisfa£bion  which  I  experienced  in  celebrating 
the  feftival  of  Eafter  m  St.  Paul's  cathedral ;  riiat  to  my  fancy  it  appeared  like 
going  up  to  Jerufalem  at  the  feaft  of  the  Paffover ;  and  that  the  ftrong  devo- 
tion which  I  felt  on  that  occafion  diffufed  its  influence  on  my  mind  through 
the  reft  of  the  year. 

To  James  Boswell,  Efj. 

€c  Dear  Sir*  i^^^  ddud,  tut  written  about  the  i  ^tb  of  March,] 

'*  I  A  M  afhamed  to  think  that  fince  I  received  your  Icttter  I  have 
pafled  fo  many  days  without  anlwering  it. 

«  I  think  there  is  no  great  difficulty  in  refolving  your  doubts.    The  reafons 

,  for  which  yov  are  inclined  to  vifit  London,  are,  I  think,  not  of  fufiicient 

ftrcngth  to  anfwer  the  objeftions.    That  you  flipuld  delight  to  come  once  ^ 

Kkk  year 
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J  774'     year  to  tlie  fountain  of  intelligence  and  jdeafure,  is  very  natural ;  but  i>oth 

£m^6c.  information  and  pleafure  muft  be  regulated  by  propriety.     Pkafure,  which 

cannot  be  obtained  but  by  unfeafonable  or  unfuitabk  e3q>ence>  muft  always 

end  in  pain  5  and  pleafure,  which  muft  be  ei^yed  at  the  expence  of  another's 

pain,  can  never  be  fuch  as  a  worthy  mind  can  fiiUy  delight  in.    , 

"  What  improvement  you  mi^t  gain  by  comiog  to  Liohdon,  you  may 
eafJy  fupply,  or  eafily  compenfate,  by  eii^oinir^  yourfelf  feme  particular  ftudy 
at  home,  or  opening  fome  new  avenue  to  information.  Edinburgh  is  not  yet 
exhaufted  -,  and  I  am  fure  you  will  find  no  pleafure  here  which  can  deferve 
either  that  you  Ihould  anticipate  any  part  of  your  futune  fortune,  or  that  you 
ihould  condemn  yourfelf  and  your  lady  to  penurious  frugality  for  the  reft  of 
the  ye^r. 

"  I  need  not  tell  you  what  regard  you  owe  to  Mrs.  Bofweii's  entreaties  5 
or  how  much  you  ought  to  ftudy  the  happinefs  of  her  who  ftudks  yours  with 
fo  much  diligence,  and  of  whofe  kindncfs  you  enjoy  fuch  good  effefts.  Life 
cannot  fubfift  in  fociety  but  by  reciprocal  conceffions.  She  permitted  you  to 
ramble  laft  year,  you  muft  permit  her  now  to  keep  you  at  home. 

"  Your  laft  reafon  is  fo  ferious,  that  I  am  unwilling  to  oppofo  it.  Yet 
you  muft  remember,  that  your  image  of  worfliipping  once  a  year  in  a  certain 
place,  in  imitation  of  the  Jews,  is  but  a  comparifoua,  and  JtmiU  non  tfi  idem ; 
if  the  annual  refort  to  Jerufalem  was  a  duty  to  the  Jews,  it  was  a  duty  becaufe 
it  was  commanded  \  and  you  have  no  fuch  command,  therefoj-e  no  fuch  duty. 
It  may  be  dangerous  to  receive  too  readily,  and  indulge  too  fondly,  opinions, 
from  which,  perhaps,  no  pious  mind  is  wholly  difengaged,  of  local  fanftity 
and  local  devotion.  You  know  what  ftrange  efFedts  they  have  produced  over 
a  great  part  of  the  Chriftian  world.  I  am  now  writing,  and  you,  when  you 
read  this,  are  reading  under  the  Eye  of  Omniprefence. 

,  "  To  what  degree  fancy  is  to  be  admitted  into  religious  offices,  it  would 
require  much  deliberation  to  determined  I  am  far  from  intending  totally  to 
exclude  it.  Fancy  is  a  faculty  beftowed  by  our  Creator,  and  it  is  reafonable 
that  all  his  gifts  ihould  be  ufed  to  his  glory,  that  all  our  faculties  ftiould  co- 
operate in  his  worlhip  \  but  they  are  to  co-operate  according  to  the  will  of 
him  that  gave  them,  according  to  the  order  which  his  wifdom  has  eftablilhed. 
As  ceremonies  prudential  or  convenient  are  lefs  obligatory  than  pofitive  ordi- 
nances, as  bodily  worfhip  is  only  the  token  to  others  or  ourfclves  of  mental 
adoration,  fo  Fancy  is  always  to  aft  in  fubordination  to  Reafon.  We  may 
take  Fancy  for  a  companion,  but  muft  follow  Reafon  as  our  guide.  We  may 

I  allow 
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allow  Fancy  to  fuggeft  certain  ideas  in  certain  places^  but  Reafon  muft  always 
be  heard^  when  (he  tells  us^  diat  thofe  ideas  and  thofe  places  have  no  natural 
or  neceflary  relation.  When  we  enter  a  church  we  habitually  recal  to  mind 
the  duty  of  adoration^  but  we  nmuft  not  omit  adoration  for  want  of  a  temple ; 
becaufe  we  know,  and  ought  to  remember,  that  the  Univerfal  Lord  is  every 
where  prefent ;  and  that,  therefore,  to  come  to  Jona,  or  to  Jerufalem,  though 
it  may  be  ufefolj  cannot  be  neceflary. 

V  Thus  I  have  aniwered  your  letter,  and  have  not  anfwered  it  negligendy. 
I  love  you  too  well  to  be  carelefs  when  you  are  ferious* 

**  I  think  I  ihall  be  very  diligent  next  week  about-  our  travels,  which  I  have 
too  long  neglefted.    I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  mofti  &cc. 

^*  Sam»  Johnsok. 

^  Complimenis  to  Madam  and  Mifs/^ 

To  thejame* 

^^  Dear  Sir, 

^^  T  H  E  lady  who  delivers  this  has  a  law-fuit,  in  which  flie  defires  ta 
make  ufe  of  your  fkill  and  eloquence,  and  Ihe  feems  to  think  that  fhe  fhall 
have  fomething  more  of  both  for  a  recommendation  from  me  \  which,  though. 
I  know  .how  litde  you  want  any  external  incitement  to  your  duty,  I  could  not 
refofe  her,  becaufe  I  know  that  at  lead  it  will  not  hurt  her,  to  tell  you  that  I 
wifli  her  well.    I  am.  Sir, 

^^  Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 
«  May  10,  1774.  Sam.  Johnson."* 


Mr.  Bosw£LL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinbargh.  May  12,  1774* 

"  Lord  Hailes  has  begged  of  me  to  offer  you  his  beft  relpcfts, 
and  to  tranfmit  to  you  Ipecimens  of  *  Annals  of  Scodand,  from  the  AcceflioA 
of  Malcolm  Kenmorc  to  the  Death  of  James  V.'  in  drawing  up  which,  his 
Lordlhip  has  been  engaged  for  fome  time.  His  Lordfhip  writes  to  me  thus : 
*  If  I  could  procure  Dr.  Johnfon's  criticifms,  they  would  be  of  great  ule  to 
me  in  the  profecudon  of  my  work,  as  they  would  be  judicious  and  true.  I 
have  no  right  to  aft  that  favour  of  him.  If  you  could,  it  would  highly 
oblige  mc/* 

Kkk  %  r  Dr. 
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i774»         *'  Dr.  Blair  requefts  you  may  be  afiured  that  he  did  not  write  to  London 

^teV.  6c.  "^^^^  y^"  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^»  ^^^  ^^^^  neither  by  word  nor  letter  has  he  made  the 
leafl:  complaint  of  you  j  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  a  high  refpeft  for  you,  and 
loves  you  much  more  fince  he  faw  you  in  Scodand.  It  would  both  divert  and 
pleafe  you  to  fee  his  eagernefs  about  this  matter." 

To  James  Boswell^  Efq. 

"  Dear  Sir,  Strcatham,  June 21,  1774* 

*^  YESTERDAY  I  put  the  firft  fheets  of  the  *  Journey  to  the^ 
Hebrides*  to  the  prefs.  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  you  fome  juftice  in  the  firft 
paragraph.     It  will  be  one  volume  in  oftavo,  not  thick,. 

"  It  will  be  proper  to  make  fome  prefents  in  Scodand,  You  (hall  tell  mc 
to  whom  I  fhall  giv-e ;  and  I  have  ftipulated  twenty  five  for  you  to  give  in 
your  own  name.  Some  will  take  the  prefent  better  irom  me,  others  better 
from  you.  In  this,  you  who  are  to  live  in  the  place  ought  to  direft,  Con- 
fider  it.  Whatever  you  can  ger  for  my  purpofe,  fend  me;  and  make  my 
compliments  to  your  lady  and  both  the  young  ones;: 

"  I  am.  Sir,  your,  &c. 

"  Sam.  Johnson/*" 

il^.  BoswELL  fo  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  June  25,  l^7^• 

"YOU  do  not  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  various  packets 
which  I  have  fent  to  you.  Neither  can.  I  prevail  with  you  to  anfm^  my  letters, 
though  you  honour  me  with  returns.  You  have  faid  nothing  to  me  about 
poor  Goldfmith ",  nothing  about  Langton. 

"  I  have  received  for  you,  from  the  Society  for  propagating  Chriffian 
Knowledge  in  Scotland,  the  following  Erfe  books : — •^The  Kew  Teftament  i'— • 
♦  Baxter's  Call;' — *  The; Confeflion  of  Faith  of  the  Affembly  of  Divines  at 
Weftminfter;'— *The  Modifer's  Catechifmi*— ^  A  Gaelick  and  Engliflx 
Vocabulary  *." 

To  James  Boswell,  Efqv 
''  Dbar^Sir, 

**  I  w  I  s  H  you  could  have  looked  over  my  book  before  the  printer, 
but  it  could  not  eafily  be.     I  fufpeft  fome  mifUkes  i  but  as  I  deal,  perhaps^ 

*  Dr.  Goldfmith  died  April  4,  this  year.  .  ^    . 

*  Tkefe  booiu  Dr.  Johnfon  prefentcd  to  tbe  Bodleijui  Libraiy^ 

more 
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more  in  notions  than  fads,  the  matter  is  not  great,  and  t-he  fecond  edition  will     » 774- 
be  mended,  if  any  fuch  there  be.     The  prefs  will  go  on  flowly  for  a  time,  ]^tat"  6  c! 
becaufe  I  am  going  into  Wales  to-morrow. 

*^  I  Ihould  be  very  forry  if  I  appeared  to  treat  luch  a  charafter  as  that  of 
Lord  Hailes  otherwife  than  with  high  reipeft.  I  return  the  flieets ',  to  which 
I  have  done  what  mifchief  I  could ;  and  finding  it  fo  litde,  thought  not  much 
of  fending  them.     The  narrative  is  clear,  lively,  and  ihort. 

*^  I  have  done  worfe  to  Lord  Hailes  than  by  neglefting  his  Iheets :  I  have 
run  him  in  debt.  Dr.  Home,  the  Prefident  of  Magdalen  College  in  Oxford, 
wrote  to  me  about  three  months  ago,  that  he  purpofed  to  reprint  Walton's 
Lives,  and  defired  me  to  contribute  to  the  work :  my  anfwer  was,  that  Lord 
Hailes  intended  the  fame  publication ;  and  Dr.  Home  has  refigned  it  to  him. 
His  Lordfhip  now  muft  think  ferioufly  about  it*. 

**  Of  poor  dear  Dr.  Goldfniith  there  i^  little  to  be  told,  more  than  the 
papers  have  made  pubHck.  He  died  of  a  fever,  made,  I  am  afraid,  more 
violent  by  uneafinefs  of  mind. .  His  debts  began  to  be  heavy,  and  sjl  his 
refburces  were  exhauiled.  Sir  Joihua  is  of  opinion  that  he  owed  not  lefs  than: 
two  thoufand  pounds.     Was  ever  poet  fo  trufted  before  I 

^  You  may,  if  you  pleafe,  put  the  infcription  thus : 

^  Maria  Scotorum  Regina  nata  1 5 — y  a  Juts  in  exiliiim  a£ta  1 5—,  ah  bo/^d 
met  data  1 5—.'     You  muft  find  the  years. 

"  Of  yolir  fecond  daughter  you  certainly  gave  the  account  yourfel^  though*, 
you  have  forgotten  it.  While  Mrs.  Bofwell  is  well,  never  doubt  of  a  boy- 
Mrs.  Thrale  brought,  I  think,  five  girls  running,  but  while  I  was  with  you. 
Ihe  had  a  boy. 

"  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  all  your  pamphlets,  and  of  the  laft  I  hope  to* 
make  fome  ufe.    I  made  fome  of  the  former.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  afFedtionate  fervant, 

«  July 4,  1774.    ►  Sam.  Johnson*. 

"  My  compliments  to  all  the  three  ladies.** 

Mr.  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  Aug.  30,  1775; 

"  YO  U  have  given  me  an  infcription  for  a  portrait  of  Mary  Queen 
of  Scots,  in  which  you,  in  a  fliort  and  ftriking  manner,  point  out  her  hard 

•  On  the  cover  enclofing  them,.  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote,  **  If  my  delay  has  given  any  leafon  for 
fiippofing  that  I  have  not  a  very  deep  fenfe  of  the  honour  done  me  by  aiking  my  judgement,  I  am 
very  forry^'* 

fatC^ 
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fate.  But  you  will  be  pleafed  to  keep  in  mind,  that  nny  pifture  is  a  reprc- 
fentation  of  a  particular  fcene  in  her  hiftory  ;-i-her  being  forced  to  refign  her 
crown,  while  fhe  was  imprifoned  in  the  caftle  of  Lochlevin.  I  muft,  there- 
fore, beg  that  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  give  nne  an  infcription  liiited  to  that 
particular  fcene,  or  determine  which  of  the  two  formerly  tranfinitced'to  you 
is  the  bed: ;  and,  at  any  rate,  favour  me  with  zn  Englifh  tranflation.  It  will 
be  doubly  kind  if  you  comply  with  my  requeft:  ipeedily. 

"  Your  critical  notes  on  the  Ipecimen  o(  Lord  Hailes's  *  Annak  of  Scot- 
land,' are  excellent.  I  agreed  with  you  in  every  one  of  them.  He  himfclf 
objeded  only  to  the  alteration  oi  free  to  bran)e^  in  the  paflage  where  he  fays 
that  Edward  *  departed  with  the  glory  due  to  the  conquerour  of  a  free  people/ 
He  fays,  *  to  call  the  Scots  brave  would  only  add  to  the  glory  of  their  con- 
querour.' You  will  make  allowance  for  the  national  zeal  of  our  annalift.  I 
now  fend  a  few  more  leaves  of  the  Annals,  which  I  hope^you  will  perufe^ 
and  return  with  obfervations,  as  you  did  upon  the  former  occafion.  Lord 
.Hailes  writes  to  me  thus :  *  Mr.  Bofwell  will  be  pteafed  to  exprefs  the  graceful 
.fcnfe  which  Sir  David  Dalrymple  has  of  Dr.  Johnlbn's  attention  to  his  little 
ipecimen.    The  further  Ipecimen  will  fhew,  that 

*  Even  in  an  Edward  he  can  fee  defert/ 

« 

**  It  gives  me  much  pleafure  to  hear  that  a  re-publication  of  Ifaac  Walton's 
Lives  is  intended.  You  have  been  in  t  miftake  in  thinking  that  Lord  Hailes 
had  it  in  view.  I  remember  one  forenoon,  while  he  fat  with  you  in  my 
houfe,  he  iaid,  that  there  (hould  be  a  new  edition  ibf  Walton's  Lives ;  and 
you  faid,  that  they  fhould  be  benoted  a  litde.  This  was  all  that  pafled  on  that 
fiibjca.  You  muft,  therefore,  inform  Dr.  Home,  that  he  may  refume  his 
plan.  I  enclofe  a  note  concerning  it  j  and  if  Dr.  Home  will  write  to  me,  all 
the  attention  that  I  can  give  fhall  be  cheerfidly  beftowed,  upon  what  I  think,  a 
pious  work,  the  prcfervation  and  elucidation  of  Walton,  by  whofc  writings  I 
Ji^ve  been  moft  pleafmgly  edified.  ^ 


Mr.  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh^  Sept.  i6,  l^^4* 

"  WALES  has  probably  detained  you  longer  than  I  fuppofed.  You 
will  have  become  quite  a  mountaineer,  by  vifiting  Scodand  one  year  and 
Wales  another.  You  muft  next  go  to  Switzerland.  Cambria  will  complain^ 
if  you  do  not  honour  her  alfo  with  fome  remarks*    And  I  find  cmcejfere 

cokmn^e^ 
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€olumfue^  the  bookfcUers  expcft  another  book.     I  am  impatient  to  fee  your  '774* 

Tour  to  Scotlaad  and  the  Hebrides.     Might  you  not  fend  me  a  copy  by  the  ]^tau  6^^ 
poft  33  foon  as  it  is  printed  off?" 


Tb  James  Boswell,  Efq, 

"  Dear  Sir, 

«  YESTERDAY  I  returned  from  my  Welch  journey.  I  was 
foriry  to  leave  my  book  fufpended  fo  long  j  but  having  an  opportunity  of  fee- 
ing, with  fo  much  convenience,  a  new  part  of  the  ifland,  I  could  not  rejeft 
it.  I  have  been  in  five  of  the  fix  counties  of  North  Wales;  and  have  feen 
St.  Afaph  and  Bangor,  the  two  feats  of  their  bilhops ;  have  been  upon  Pen- 
manmaur  and  Snowden,  and  paffed  over  into  Anglefea.  But  Wales  is  fo  little 
different  from  England,  that  it  offers  nothing  to  the  Ipeculation  of  the 
traveller. 

*^  When  I  came  home,  I  found  feveral  of  your  papers,  with  fome  pages  of 
Lord'Hailes's  Annals,  which  I  will  confider.  I  am  in  hafte  to  give  you  fome 
account  of  myfelfi  left  you  fhould  fulpeft  me  of  negligence  in  the  prefling 
bufinefs  which  I  find  recommended  to  my  care  *,  and  which  I  knew  nothing  of 
till  now^  when  all  care  is  vain. 

*^  In  the  diftribution  of  my  books  I  purpofe  to  follow  your  advice,  adding 
fuch  as  fhall  occur  to  ine.  I  am  not  pleafed  with  your  notes  of  remembrance 
added  to  your  names,  for  I  hope  I  fhall  not  eafily  forget  theni. 

**  I  h^ve  received  four  Erfe  books,  without  any  diredtion,  and  fufpefl:  that 
they  are  intended  for  the  Oxford  library.  If  that  is  the  intention,  I  think  it 
will  be  proper  to  add  the  metrical  pfalms,  and  whatever  elfe  is  printed  in  Erfe, 
fliat  the  prefent  may  be  complete.     The  donor's  name  fhould  be  told. 

"  I  wilh  you  could  have  read  the  book  before  it  was  printed,  but  our  dif^ 
tancc  does  not  eafily  permit  it. 

"  I  am  forry  Lord  Hailes  does  not  intend  to  publifh  Walton ;  I  am  afraid 
it  will  not  be  done  fo  well,  if  it  be  done  at  all. 

^  I  purpbfe  now  to  drive  the  book  forward.  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Bofwell,  and  let  me  hear  often  from  you.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  affeftionatc  humble  fervant, 

«  London,  Oaob.  i,  l^^^  SaM.  JohnsON." 

♦  I  had  written  to  him,  to  rcqucft  hu  intcrpofilion  in  behalf  of  a  convift,  who  I  thought  was 
vety  unjuftly  condemned. 

This 
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This  tour  to  Wales,  which  was  made  in  company  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thrale,  though  it  no  doubt  contributed  to  his  health  and  amufement,  did  not 
give  occafion  to  fuch  a  difcurfive  exercife  of  his  mind  as  our  tour  to  the 
Hebrides.  I  do  not  find  that  he  kept  any  journal  or  notes  of  what  he  faw 
there.  All  that  I  heard  him  fay  of  it  was,  that  inftead  of  bleak  and  barren 
mountains,  there  were  green  and  fertile  ones ;  and  that  one  of  the  cafUes  in 
Wales  would  contain  all  the  caftles  that  he  had  feen  in  Scodand. 

Parliament  having  been  diffolved,  and  his  friend  Mr.  Thrale,  who  was  a 
fteady  fupporter  of  government,  having  again  to  encounter  the  ftorm  of  a, 
contefted  eleftion,  he  wrote  a  fhort  political  pamphlet,  entitled  *'  The  Patriot;,*" 
addrefled  to  the  eleftors  of  Great-Britain  j  a  tide  which,  to  factious  men,  who 
ronfider  a  patriot  only  as  an  oppofer  of  the  meafiarcs  of  government,  will 
"appear  ftrangely  mifapplied.  It  was,  however,  written  with  energetick  viva- 
city i  and,  except  thofe  paffages  in  which  it  endeavours  to  vindicate  the  glaring 
outrage  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  cafe  of  the  Middlefex  eledtion,  and 
to  juftify  the  attempt  to  reduce  our  fellow-fubjefts  in  America  to  uncon- 
ditional fubmiffion,  it  contained  an  admirable  dilplay  of  die  properties  of  a 
real  patriot,  in  the  original  and  genuine  fenfe, — a  fincere,  fteady,  radcftial, 
and  unbiafled  friend  to  the  interefts  and  prolperity  of  his  King  and  country- 
It  muft  be  acknowledged,  however,  that  both  in  this  and  his  two  former 
pamphlets,  there  was,  amidft  many  powerful  arguments,  not  only  a  confider- 
able  portion  of  fophiftry,  but  a  contemptuous  ridicule  of  his  opponents,  which 
-was  very  provoking. 

To  Jamejs  JBoswell,  Efq. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  T  H  ER  E  has  appeared  lately  in  the  papers  an  account  of  a  boat 
overfet  between  Mull  and  Ulva,  in  which  many  paffengers  were  loft,  and  among 
them  Maclean  of  Col.  We,  you  know,  were  once  drowned  ^  i  I  hope,  there- 
/ore,  that  the  ftory.is  either  wantonly  or  erroneoufly  told.  Pray  farisfy  me  by 
the  next  poft. 

*'  I  have  printed  two  hundred  and  forty  pages.-— I  am  able  to  do  nothing 
much  worth  doing  to  dear  Lord  Hailes's  book.  I  will,  however,  fend  back 
the  fheets  j  and  hope,  by  degrees,  to  anfwer  all  your  reafonable  expedarions. 

/'  Mr.  Thrale  lias  happily  furmounted  a  very  violent  and  acrimonious 
oppofition  i  but  all  joys  have  their  abatements :  Mrs.  Thrale  haS  f^ikn  from 

'  In  the  newipapers. 

her 
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her  horfe,  and  hurt  herfelf  very  much.     The  reft  of  our  friends,  I  believe, 
"are  well.     My  complinnents  to  Mrs.  Bofwell.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  aflfedlionate  fervant, 

•'  Ix)ndon,  Oftob.  ay,  1774.  Sam.  Johnso  N." 

This  letter,  which  fhews  his  tender  concern  for  an  amiable  young  gentleman 
to  whom  we  had  been  very  much  obliged  in  the  Hebrides,  I  have  inferted 
according  to  its  date,  though  before  receiving  it  I  had  informed  him  of  the 
melancholy  event  that  the^oung  Laird  of  Col  was  unfortunately  drowned. 

^0  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

*^  Dear  Sir,',. 

"  LAST  night  I  correAed  the  laft  page  of  our  *  Journey  to  the 
Hebrides.'  The  printer  has  detained  it  all  this  time,  for  I  had,  before  I  went 
into  Wales,  written  all  except  two  Iheets.  '  The  Patriot'  was  called  for  by 
my  political  friends  on  Friday,  was  written  on  Saturday,  and  I  have  heard 
little  of  it.  So  vague  are  conjeftures  at  a  diftance  ^  As  foon  as  I  can,  I  will 
take  care  that  copies  be  fent  to  you,  for  I  would  wilh  that  they  might  be  given 
before  they  are  bought  \  but  I  am  afraid  that  Mr.  Strahan  will  fend  to  you 
and  to  the  bookfellers  at  the  fame  time.  Trade  is  as  diligent  as  courtcfy.  I 
have  mentioned  all  that  you  recommended.  Pray  make  my  compliments  to 
Mrs.  Bofwell  and  the  younglings.     The  club  has,  I  think,  not  yet  met. 

"  Tell  me,  and  tell  me  honeftly,  what  you  think  and  others  fay  of  our 
travels.     Shall  we  touch  the  continent  ^  ?     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

«*  Nov.  26,  1774.  Sam.  Johnson." 

In  his  manufcript  diary  of  this  year,  there  is  the  following  entry : 
**  Nov.  27.    Advent  Sunday.     I  confidered  that  this  day,  being  the  begin- 
ning of  the  ecclefiaftical  year,  was  a  proper  time  for  a  new  courfe  of  life.     I 
began  to  read  the  Greek  Teftament  regularly  at  160  verfcs  every  Sunday. 
This  day  I  began  the  A6ts. 

"  In  this  week  I  read  Virgil's  Paftorals.  I  learned  to  repeat  the  PoUio  and 
Callus.     I  read  carelefsly  the  firft  Georgick." 

•  Alluding  to  a  paflagc  in  a  letter  of  mine,  where  fpeaking  of  his  "  Journey  to  the  Hebrides," 
I  fay,  **  But  has  not  *  The  Patriot'  been  an -interruption,  by  the  time  taken  to  write  it,  and  the 
time  luxurioufly  fpent  in  liftening  to  its  applaufes  ?" 

7  We  had  projeded  a  voyage  together  up  the  Baltick^  and  talked  of  vifiiing  fome  of  the  nx>re 
northern  regions. 

L 1 1  Such 
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Such  evidences  of  his  unceafing  ardour,  both  for  ^'  divine  and  human  lorc/^ 
when  advanced  into  his  fixty-fourth  year,  and  notwithftanding  lu&  many  dif- 
turbances  from  difcafe,  muft  make  us  at  once  honour  his  foirit,  and  lament 
that  it  Ihould  be  fo  grievoufly  clogged  by  its  material  tegument.  It  is  remark- 
able, that  he  was  very  fond  of  the  precifion  which  calculation  produces.  Thus 
we  find  in  one  of  his  manufcript  diaries,  "12  pages  in  4to  Gr.  Teft,  and  30 
pages  in  Beza's  folio,  comprize  the  whole  in  40  days." 

Dr.  Johnson  to  John  Hoolb,  Efq. 
«  Dear  Sir,  • 

"  I  HAVE  returned  your  play ',  which  you  will  find  underfcored  with 
red,  where  there  was  a  word  which  I  did  not  like.  The  red  will  be  waihed 
off  with  a  litde  water. 

"  The  plot  is  fo  well  framed,  the  intricacy  fo  artfiil,  and  the  difentangle- 
ment  fo  e^y,  the  fufpenfe  fo  afFefting,  and  the  palTionate  parts  fo  properly 
interpofed,  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  fuccefs.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
«»  December  19,  1774.  Sam.  Johnson." 

1775.  The  firft  effort  of  his  pen  in  1775,  ^^y  "  Propolals  for  publifhing  the 

Works  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  Lennox,-)-"  in  three  volumes  quarto.  In  his  diary, 
January  2,  Ifind  this  entry:  "  Wrote  Charlotte's  Propofals."  But,  indeed, 
the  internal  evidence  would  have  been  quite  fufficient.  Her  claim  to  the 
favour  of  the  publick  was  thus  enforced : 

"  Moft  of  the  pieces,  as  they  appeared  fingly,  have  been  read  with  appro- 
bation, perhaps  above  their  merit^  but  of  no  great  advantage  to  the  writer. 
She  hopes,  therefore,  that  Ihe  fhall  not  be  confidered  as  too  indulgent  to 
vanity,  or  too  ftndious  of  intercft,  if,  from  that  labour  which  has  hitherto 
been  chiefly  gainful  to  others,  fhe  endeavours  to  obtain  at  laft  fome  profit  for 
herfclf  and  her  children.  She  cannot  decently  enforce  her  claim  by  the  praife 
of  her  own  performances  j  nor  can  fhe  fuppofe,  that,  by  the  moft  artful  and 
laboured  addrefs,  any  additional  notice  could  be  procured  to  a  publication,  of 
which  Her  MajestV  has  condefcended  to  be  the  patroness." 

^0  James  Boswell,  E/q. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  YOU  never  did  afk  for  a  book  by  the  poft  till  now,  and  I  did  not 
think  on  it.  You  fee  now  it  is  done.  I  fent  one  to  the  King,  and  I  hear  he 
like&  it» 

•  •'  Ckonicc." 

«  I  fhall 
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'*  I  fhall  fend  a  parcel  into  Scodand  for  prefents,  and  intend  to  give  to 
many  of  my  friends.     In  your  catalogue  you  left  out  Lord  Auchinleck. 

*^  Let  me  know,,  as  faft  as  you  read  it,  how  you  like  it ;  and  let  me  know 
if  toy  miftake  is  committed,  or  any  thing  important  left  out.  I  wifh  you 
could  have  feen  the  Iheets.  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  and  to  Vero- 
nica, and  to  all  my  friends.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

*' January  14,  1775.  Sam.  JoHNSON." 

Mr.  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh^  Jan.  19,  1 775. 

"BE  pleafed  to  accept  of  my  beft  thanks  for  your  '  Journey  to  the 
Hebrides,*  which  came  to  me  by  laft  night's  poft.  I  did  really  alk  the  favour 
twice ;  but  you  have  been  even  with  me,  by  granting  it  fo  fpeedily.  Bis  dai 
qui  dto  dat.  Though  ill  of  a  bad  cold,  you  kept  me  up  the  greateft  part  of 
the  laft  night  \  for  I  did  not  ftop  till  I  had  read  every  word  of  your  book.  I 
looked  back  to  our  firft  talking  of  a  vifit  to  the  Hebrides,  which  was  many 
years  ago,  when  fittii^  by  ourfelves  in  the  Mitre  tavern,  in  London,  I  think 
about  witching  time  0* night  i  and  then  exulted  in  contemplating  our  fcheme 
fulfilled,  and  a  monumentum  perenne  of  it  erefted  by  your  fuperiour  abilities. 
I  fhall  only  fay,  that  your  book  has  afibrded  vt\t  a  high  gratification.  I  fhall 
afterwards  give  you  my  thoughts  on  particular  paiTages.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  haften  to  tell  you  of  your  having  miftaken  two  names,  which  you  will  cor- 
reft  in  London,  as  I  fhall  do  here,  that  the  gentlemen  who  deferve  the  valu- 
able compliments  which  you  have  paid  them,  may  enjoy  their  honours.  In  page 
106,  for  Gordon  read  Murchifon  j  and  in  page  357,  for  Maclean  read  Mocked. 

*'  But  I  am  now  to  apply  to  you  for  immediate  aid  in  my  profeffion,  which 
you  have  never  refiifed  to  grant  when  I  requefted  it.  I  enclofe  you  a  petition 
for  Dr.  Memis,  a  phyfician  at  Aberdeen,  in  which  Sir  John  Dalrymple  has 
exerted  his  talents,  and  which  I  am  to  anfwer  as  Counfel  for  the  managers  of 
the  Royal  Infirmary  in  that  city.  Mr.  Jopp,  the  Provoft,  who  delivered  to 
you  your  freedom,  is  one  of  my  clients,  and,  as  a  citizen  of  Aherdeeriy  you 
will  fupport  him. 

.  "  The  fad  is  fhordy  this.  In  a  tranflation  of  the  charter  of  the  Infirmary 
from  Latin  into  Englifh,  made  under  the  authority  of  the  managers,  the  fame 
phrafe  in  the  original  is  in  one  place  rendered  Phyficiany  but  when  applied  to 
Dr.  Memis  is  rendered  DoSlor.  of  Medicine.     Dr.  Memis  complained  of  this 

LU  2  before 
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»775-  before  the  tranQation  was  printed,  but  was  not  indulged  with  having  it  altered, 
^MuxTee.  and  he  has  brought  an  aftion  for  damages,  on  account  of  a  fuppofcd  injury^ 
as  if  the  defignation  given  to  him  were  an  inferiour  one,  tending  to  make  it 
be  fuppofed  he  is  not  a  Fbyfician^  and,  confequently  to  hurt  his  praftice.  Mjr 
father  has  difmiffed  the  adion  as  groundlefs,  and  now  he  has  appealed  to  the 
whole  Court  9/* 

7(?  James  Boswell,  Efq^. 
«  Dear  SiR> 

«  I  L  o  N  o  to  hear  how  you  like  the  book ;  it  is,  I  think,  much  liked 
here.  But  Macpherfon  is  very  furious;  can  j^u  give  me  any  more  intelligence 
about  him,  or  his  Fingal  ?     Do  what  you  can,  and  do  it  quickly.     Is  Lord 

Hailes  on  our  fide  ? 

"  Pray  let  me  know  what  I  owed  you  when  I  left  you,  that  I  may  fend  it 

to  you. 

"  I  am  going  to  write  about  the  Americans.  If  you  have  picked  up  any 
hints  among  your  lawyers,  who  are  great  matters  of  the  law  of  nations,  or  if 
your  own  mind  fuggefts  any  thing,  let  me  know.    But  mum, — ^it  is  a  fecret. 

"  I  will  fend  your  parcel  of  books  as  foon  as  I  can  \  but  I  cannot  db  as  I 
wifh.  However,  you  find  every  thmg  mentioned  in  the  book  which  you 
recommended. 

"  Langton  is  here ;  we  are  all  that  ever  we  were.  He  is  a  worthy  fellow, 
without  malice,  though  not  without  refentment. 

"  Poor  Beauclerk  is  fo  ill,  that  his  life  is  thought  to  be  in  danger.  Lady 
Di.  nurfcs  him  with  very  great  affiduity. 

"  Reynolds  has  taken  too  much  to  ftrong  liquor ',  and  feems  to  delight  in 

his  new  charader. 

"  This  is  all  the  news  that  I  have  \  but  as  you  love  verfes,  I  will  fend  you 
a  few  which  I  made  upon  Inchkenneth  * ;  but  *remember  the  condition,  that 
you  fhall  not  (how  them,  except  to  Lord  Hailes,  whom  I  love  better  than  any 
man  whom  I  know  fo  litde.  If  he  alks  you  to  tranfcribe  them  for  him,  you 
may  do  it,  but  I  think  he  muft  promife  not  to  let  them  be  copied  agab,  nor 
to  fhow  them  as  mine. 

•  In  the  Court  of  Seflion  of  Scotland  an  a^on  is  firft  tried  by  oi^c  of  the  Judges,  who  is 
called  the  Lord  Ordinary  ;  and  if  either  party  is  diffatisfied,  he  may  appeal  to  the  whole  Court, 
coniifting  ^f  fifteen,  the  Lord  Preiident  and  fourteen  other  Judges,  who  ha^e  both  in  and  out  of 
Court  the  title  of  Lords,  from  the  name  of  their  eftates ;  as.  Lord  Auchinleck,  Lord  Monboddo,  &c. 

'  It  (hould  be  recolledled,  that  this  fanciful  defcription  of  his  friend  was  given  by  JohnfoQ 
after  he  had  become  a  water-drinker. 

*  Sec  them  in  *'  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  3d  edit.  p.  537. 

"  I  have 


c 
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•*  I  have  at  laft  fent  back  Lord  Hailes's  fheets.   I  never  think  about  return-      »77^ 
ing  them,  becaufe  I  alter  nothing.     You  will  fee  that  I  might  as  well  have  ^J^Jf^ 
kept  them.     However,  I  am  afliamed  of  my  delay  j  and  if  I  have  the  honour 
of  receiving  any  more,  promife  punftually  to  return  them  by  the  next  poft. 
Make  my  compliments  to  dear  Mrs.  Bofwell,  and  to  Mifs  Veronica.    I 
am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours  moft  faithfully, 

'♦  January  21,  1775.  Sam.  JohnSOn'." 


Mr^  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh^  Jan.  27,  1775. 

'^  Y  O  U  rate  our  lawyers  here  too  high,  when  you  call  them  great 
mafters  of  the  law  of  nations. 

*'  As  for  myfelf,  I  am  afliamed  to  fay  that  I  have  read  litde  and  thought  little 
on  the  {ubjeft  of  America.  I  will  be  much  obliged  to  you,  if  you  will  direft 
me  where  I  fliall  find  the  belt  information  of  what  is  to  be  faid  on  both  (ides. 
It  is  a  fubjeft  vaft  in  its  prefent  extent  and  future  confequences.  The  imperfedt 
hints  which  now  float  in  my  mind,  tend  rather  to  the  formation  of  an  opinion 
that  our  government  has  been  precipitant  and  fevere  in  the  refolutions  taken 
againft  the  Boftonians.  Well  do  you  know  that  I  have  no  kindnefs  for  that 
race.  But  nations,  or  bodies  of  men,  Ihould,  as  well  as  individuals,  have  a 
fair  trial,  and  not  be  condemned  on  charafter  alone.  Have  we  not  exprefs 
contrafts  with  our  colonies,  which  afford  a  more  certain  foundation  of  judge- 
ment, than  general  political  fpeculations  on  the  mutual  rights  of  ftates  and 
their  provinces  or  colonies  ?     Pray  let  me  know  immediately  what  to  read, 

'  He  now  fent  me  a  Latin  infcription  for  my  hiftorical  pifturc  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  and 
afterwards  favoured  me  with  an  Englifh  tranflation« .  Mr.  Alderman  fioydell  has  fubjoined  them 
to  the  engraving  from  my  pidure. 

"  Maria  Scotorum  Regi/ia,  Mary  Queen  of  Scots, 

«'  Hominum Jeditioforum  Harraficd,  terrified,  and  overpowered 

«*  Qotttumeliis  laffatay  By  the  infults,  menaces, 

*•  Minis  territa^  clamoribus  njiHa^  And  clamours 

**  Lihelh^  per  quern  Of  her  rebellious  fubjcfts, 

"  Regno  ceditt  Sets  her  hand 

♦«  Lacrimans  trepidanfyue  With  tears  and  cenfufion, 

"  l^omen  affonit.  To  a  rcfignaiion  of  the  kingdom." 

and 
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177$-  and  I  fhall  diligently  endeavour  to  gather  for  you  any  thing  that  I  can  find. 
Mm^66.  ^^  Burke's  ^eech  on  American  Taxation  pubMied  by  himfelf  ?  Is  it  authen- 
tick  ?  I  remember  to  have  heard  you  fay,  that  you  had  never  confidered  Eaft 
Indian  affairs ;  though,  furely,  they  are  of  much  importance  to  Great-Britain. 
Under  the  recoUe&ion  of  this,  I  ihelter  myfelf  from  the  reproach  of  ignorance 
about  the  Americans.  If  you  write  upon  the  fubjeft,  I  ftiall  certainly  under- 
ftand  it.  But,  fince  you  feem  to  expeft  that  I  fliould  know  fomething  of  it, 
without  your  inftruftion,  and  that  my  own  mind  ftiould  fuggeft  fomething,  I 
truft  you  will  put  me  in  the  way. 

^^  What  does  Becket  mean  by  the  Originals  of  Fingal  and  other  poems  of 
•Oifian^  which  he  advertifts  to  have  lain  in  his  fliop  ?" 

4»       «       ♦       ♦       ♦       « 

« 

Tt?  James  Boswell,  Efq. 
^^  Dear  Sir, 

"YOU  fent  me  a  cafe  to  confidef,  in  which  I  Ixave  np  feds  tut  what 
are  againft  us,  nor  any  principles  on  which  to  reafon.  It  is  vain  to  try  to  write 
thus  without  materials.  The  faft  feems  to  be  againft  ^you,  at  leaft  I  cannot 
know  nor  lay  any  thing  to  the  contrary.  I  am  glad  that  you  like  the  book  {9 
well.  I  hear  no  more  of  Macpherfon.  I  fhall  long  to  know  what  Lord 
Haiks  fays  of  it.  Lend  it  him  privately.  I  fliall  fend  the  parcel  as  foon  as 
I  can.     Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs*  BofwelL    I  anri.  Sir,  &c. 

"  JannaryaS,  1775.  Sam.  Johnson/* 

JWr.  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh^  Feb.  2>  1775. 

4lt        «        «        f        «        «        • 

*^  AS  to  Macpherfon,  I  am  anxious  to  have  from  yourfelf  a  full  and' 
pointed  account  of  what  has  pafled  between  you  and  him.  It  is  confidendy 
told  here,  that  before  your  book  came  out  he  fent  to  you,  to  let  you  know 
that  he  underftood  yotf  meant  to  deny  the  authenticity  of  Oflian's  Poems ;  that 
the  originals  were  in  his  pofleffion  j  that  you  might  have  infpedtion  of  them, 
and  might  take  the  evidence  of  people  flcilled  in  the  Erfe  language ;  and  that 
he  hoped,  after  this  fair  offer,  you  would  not  be  fo  uncandid  as  to  affcrt  that 
he  had  refufed  realbnable  proof.  That  you  paid  no  regard  to  his  meflage,  but 
publifhed  your  flrong  attack  Upon  him  1  that  then  he  wrote  a  letter  to  you,  in 

I  fuch 
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fuch  terms  as  he  thou^t  fuited  to  one  who  had  not  a6bed  as  a  nnan  of  vera*      i775- 
city.     You  may  believe  it  gives  me  pain  to  hear  your  conduct  reprefented  as  ^tart^6 
unfavourable^  while  I  can  only  deny  what  is  faid,  on  the  ground  that  your 
charafter  refutes  it,  without  having  any  information  to  oppofe.     Let  me,  I 
beg  it  of  you,  be  fumiihed  with  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  any  calumny  upon  this 
occafion* 

*^  Lord  Hailes  writes  to  me,  (for  we  correfpond  more  than  we  talk  toge- 
ther,) ^  As  to  Fingal,  I  fee  a  controverfy  arifing,  and  purpofe  to  keep  out  oF 
its  way.  There  is  no  doubt  diat  I  might  mention  fome  circumftances ;  but  I 
do  not  choofe  to  commit  them  to  paper.'  What  his  opinion  is,  I  do  not 
know.  He  fays,  *  I  am  fingularly  obliged  to  Dr.  Johnfon  for  his  accurate  and 
ufeful  criricifms.  Had  he  given  fome  ftridhires  on  the  general  plan  of  the  ' 
work,  it  would  have  added  much  to  his  favours.*  He  is  charmed  with  your 
verfes  on  Inchkenneth,  fays  they  are  very  elegant,  but  bids  me  tell  you  he 
doubts  whether 

*  Legitimas  factum  peSlora  fura  freces^ 

be  according  to  the  rubrick :  but  that  is  your  concern  \ .  for,  you  khowj  he  is 
a  Pre/byterian." 

73?  Dr.  Lawrence^^ 

"  Sir,.  Febraarjr  7,  177^. 

"ONE  of  the  Scotch  phyficians  is  now  profccuting  a  corporation 

that  in  fome  publick  inftrument  have  ftiled  him  DoSlor  of  Medicine  inftead  of 

Phyjician.     Bofwell  defires,    being  advocate  for  the  corporation,   to  know 

whether  2)(?/5?»r  of  Medicine  is  not  a  legitimate  tide,  and  whether  it  may  be 

confidered  as  a  difadvantageous  diftindtion.   I  am  to  write  to-iiight,  be  pleafcd  • 

to  teU  me.     I  am.  Sir,  your  moft^  &c. 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 

To  Jam£S>Boswell,  Efq. 
*^  My  dear  Boswell, 

"  I  A  M  furprized  that,  knowing  as  you  do  the  difpofirion  of  your 
countrymen  to  tell  lies  in  favour  of  each  other  *,  you  can  be  at  all  afFefted  by 

.  ^  The  learned  and  worthy  Dr.  Lawrence^  whom  Dr.  Johnfon  refpedled  and  loved  as  hia  phyfician 
and  friend. 

'  My  friend  has»  in  this  letter,  relied  upon  my  teftimony  with  a  confidence,  of  which  the 
ground  has  efcaped  my  lecolledion. 

any 
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I77^      any  reports  that  circulate  among  them.     Macpherfon  never  in  his.lifc  offered 

^uCee.  ^^  ^h^  fig'^^  of  ^^y  original  or  of  any  evidence  of  any  kind,  but  thought  only 
of  intimidating  me  by  noife  and  tlireats,  till  my  lafl:  anfwer, — that  I  would  not 
be  deterred  from  deteding  what  I  thought  a  cheat,  by  the  menaces  of  a  ruf- 
fian,— ^put  an  end  to  our  correfpondence. 

"  The  Hate  of  the  queftion  is  this.  He,  and  Dr.  Blair,  whom  I  confider 
as  deceived,  fay^  that  he  copied  the  poem  from  old  manufcripts.  His  copies, 
if  he  had  them,  and  1  believe  him  to  have  none,  are  nothing.  Where  arc 
the  manufcripts  ?  They  can  be  Ihown  if  they  exift,  but  they  were  never 
fhown.  De  ncn  exijientibus  et  non  apparentibusy  fays  our  law,  eadem  tft  ratio. 
No  man  has  a  claim  to  credit  upon  his  own  word,  when  better  evidence,  if  he 
had  it,  may  be  eafily  produced.  But,  fo  far  as  we  can  find,  the  Erfe  language 
was  never  written  till  very  lately  for  the  purpofes  of  religion.  A  nation  that 
cannot  write,  or  a  language  that  was  never  written,  has  no  manufcripts. 

**  But  whatever  he  has,  he  never  ofifered  to  fhow.  If  old  manufcripts 
fhould  now  be  mentioned,  I  fhould,  unlefs  there  were  more  evidence  than  can 
be  eafily  had,  fuppofe  them  another  proof  of  Scotch  conlpiracy  in  national 
falfehood. 

Do  not  cenfure  the  expreflion  j  you  Icnow  it  to  betrue. 
Dr.  Memis's  queftion  is  fo  narrow  as  to  allow  no  fpeculation ;  and  I  have 
no  fadbs  before  me  but  thofe  which  his  advocate  has  produced  againft  you. 
^  \^  I  confulted  this  morning  the  Prefident  of  the  London  College  of  Phy- 
ficians,  who  fays,  that  with  us,  DoSlor  of  Phyfick  (we  do  not  fay  DoHor  of 
Medicine)  is  the  higheft  title  diat  a  prafticer  of  phyfick  can  have  i  that  DoSor 
implies  not  only  Phyficiariy  but  teacher  of  phyfick ;  that  every  DoSior  is  legally 
a  Phyfician,  but  no  man,  not  a  DoSlory  can  praSlice  fbyjick  biit  by  licence  par- 
ticularly granted.     The  Doftorate  is  a  licence  of  itfelf.     It  feems  to  us  a  very 

ilender  caufe  of  profecution. 

»     *     «     ♦     ♦  '  * 

*'  I  am  now  engaged,  but  in  a  litde  time  I  hope  to  do  all  you  would  have. 
My  compliments  to  Madam  and  Veronica.     I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  February  7.  1774^.  Sam.  Johnson." 

What  words  were  ufed  by  Mr.  Macpherfon  in  his  letter  to  the  vene- 
rable Sage,  I  have  never  heard  j  but  they  are  generally  faid  to  have  been  of  a 
nature  very  dilFerent  from  the  language  of  literary  conteft.  Dr.  Johnfon's 
anfwer  appeared  in  the  newfpapers  of  die  day,  and  has  fince  been  frequendy 

re-publilhed  i 
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rc-publifhed ;  but  not  with  pcrfeft  accuracy,     I  give  it  as  di^btted  to  me  by      i775* 
himfelf,  written  down  in  his  prcfence,  and  authenticated  by  a  note  in  his  own  ^EtatTdS! 
hand-writing,   **  Thisy  I  think^  is  a  true  copy.^* 

*'  Mr.  Jambs  Macphersok, 

"  I  RECEIVED  your  fooliih  and  impudent  letter.  Any  violence  offered 
me  I  fhall  do  my  beft  to  repel  \  and  what  I  cannot  do  for  myfelfi  the  law  fhall 
do  for  me.  I  hope  I  Ihall  never  be  deterred  from  detefting  what  I  think  a 
cheat,  by  the  menaces  of  a  ruffian. 

*^  What  would  you  have  me  retraft  ?  I  thought  your  book  an  impofture  j 
I  think  it  an  iiYipofture  ftill.  For  this  opinion  I  have  given  my  reafons  to 
the  publick,  which  I  here  dare  you  to  refute.  Your  rage  I  defy.  Your 
abilities,  fince  your  Homer,  arc  not  fb  formidable ;  and  what  I  hear  of  your 
morals  inclines  me  to  pay  regard  not  to  what  you  ihall  fay,  but  to  what  you 
fliall  prove.     You  may  print  this  if  you  will. 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 

Mr.  Macpherfon  litde  knew  the  charafter  of  Dr.  Johnfbn,  if  he  fuppoled 
that  he  could  be  eafily  intimidated ;  for  no  man  was  ever  more  remarkable  for 
perfonal  courage.  He  had,  indeed,  an  awefiil  <iread  of  death,  or  rather  "  of 
ibmething  after  death  ;**  and  what  rational  man,  who  ferioufly  thinks  of  quitting 
all  that  he  has  ever  known,  and  going  into  a  new  and  unknown  date  of  being, 
can  be  without  that  dread  ?  But  his  fear  was  from  reflection,  his  courage 
natural.  His  fear,  in  that  one  inftance,  was  the  refult  of  philofophical  and 
religious  confideration.  He  feared  death,  but  he  feared  nothing  elle,  not  even 
what  might  occafion  death.  Many  inftances  of  his  rcfblution  may  be  men- 
tioned. One  day,  at  Mr.  Beauclerk's  houfe  in  the  country,  when  two  large 
dogs  were  fighting,  he  went  up  to  them,  and  beat  them  till  they  feparated  \ 
and  at  another  time,  when  told  of  the  danger  there  was  that  a  gun  might  burft 
if  charged  with  many  balls,  he  put  in  fix  or  feven,  and  fired  it  off"  againft  a 
wall.**  Mr.  Langton  told  me,  that  when  they  were  Iwimming  together  near 
Oxford,  he  cautioned  Dr.  Johnfon  againft  a  pool,  which  was  reckoned  par- 
ticularly dangerous  5  upon  which  Johnfon  diredtly  fwam  into  it.  He  tgld  me 
himfelf  that  one  night  he  was  attacked  in  the  ftreet  by  four  men,  to  whom 
he  would  not  yield,  but  kept  them  all  at  bay,  till  the  watch  came  up,  and 
carried  both  him  and  them  to  the  round-houfe.  In  the  play-houfe  at  Lich- 
field, as  Mr.  Garrick  informed  me,  Johnfon  having  for  a  moment  quitted  a 
chair  which  was  placed  for  him  between  the  fide-fcenes,  a  gentleman  took 

M  m  m  pofTefTion 
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poflcfliOA  of  it,  ^  ^hen  Johnfon  <xa  his  return  civilly  demanded  his  feat,  rudely 
refiifed  to  give  it  up  j  upon  which  Johnfon  hid  hold  of  him,  ^fid  toffed  him 
and  the  chair  into  the  pit.  Foote,  who  fo  fuccefsfuUy  revived  the  old  comedy^ 
by  exhibiting  living  charafters,  had  refblved  to  imitate  Johnfon  on  the  ftage, 
cxpefting  great  profits  from  his  ridicule  of  fo  celebrated  a  man.  Johnfon 
being  informed  of  his  intentionj^  ^  being  at  dinner  at  Mr.  Thomas  Davies's 
the  bookfeUer,  frono  whom  I  had  the  ftory,  he  «tfl<ed  Mr.  pavies  "  what  wiw 
the  common  price  of  an  oak  ftick  "  and  being  anfwered  fix-pence,  "  Why 
then.  Sir,  (faid  he,)  give  me  leave  to  fend  your  fervent  to  purchafe  me  a  Ibil- 
ling  one.  Til  have  a  double  quantity  j  for  I  am  told  Foote  means  to  t^k^tne 
^  as  he  calls  it,  and  I  am  determined  the  feUow  Ihall  not  do  it  >^idi  impunity.** 
Davies  took  care  to  acquaint  Foote  of  this,  which  efie<5tually  checked  the  waui- 
tonnefs  of  the  mimick.  Mr.  l^lacpherfon's  (nenaces  made  Johnfon  p^vi^ 
hlftifelf  w)th  the  fame  implement  of  defence ;  and  had  he  been  attacked,  I 
have  no  dbubt  that,  old  as  he  was,  he  would  have  aiade  his  corporal  prowefi 
be  felt  as  much  as  his  intelledual. 

His  "  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Iflands  of  Scotland,*"  is  a  moft  valuable 
performance.  It  abounds  in  extenfive  philolbphical  views  of  fociety,  and 
in  ingenious  fehtiments  and  Hvely  defcription.  A,  confiderable  part  of  ir, 
indeed,  confifts  vof  (peculations,  which  'many  ye's  before  he  faw  the  wild 
regions  which  we  vifited  together,  probably  had  employed  his  attention,  though 
the  a£hial  fight  of  thofe  icenes  undoubtedly  quickened  and  augmented  them. 
Mr.  Orme,  the  very  able  hiflorian,  agreed  with  me  in  this  opinion,  which  he 
thus  ftrongly  expreficd :— "  There  are  in  that  book  thoughts,  which,  by  long ' 
revolution  in  the  great  mind  of  Johnfon,  have  been  formed  and  polifhed  like 
pebbles  rolled  in  the  ocean  !'*         '' 

That  he  was  to  fbme  degree  of  excefs  a  true-bom  Englijhmany  fb  as  to  have 
ever  entertained  an  undue  prejudice  againft  both  the  country  and  the  people 
of  Scodand,  mufl  be  allowed.  But  it  was  a  prejudice  of  the  head,  and  not 
of  the  heart.  He  had  no  ill  will  to  the  Scotch ;  for,  if  he  had  been  confcious 
of  that,  he  would  never  have  thrown  himfelf  into  the  bofom  of  their  country, 
and  triifted  to  the  protection  of  its  remote  inhabitants  with  a  fearlefs  confi- 
dence. His  remark  upon  the  nakednefs  of  the  country,  from  its  being  denuded 
of  trees,  was  made  after  having  travelled  two  hundred  miles  along  the  eaflern 
coaft,  where  certainly  trees  are  not  to  be  found  near  the  road,  and  he  faid  it  was 
"  a  map  of  the  road  "  which  he  gave.  His  difbelief  of  the  authenticity  of  the 
poems  afcribed  to  Oflian,  a  Highland  bard,  was  confirmed  in  the  courfe  of  his 
journey,  by  a  very  ftri^t  examination  of  the  evidence  ofifered  (qr  it;  and  although 

a  .  .  •  their 
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their  authenticity  was  made  too  much  a  nitional  point  by  the  Scotch,  there      i775- 
were  many  refpeftable  perfons  in  that  country  who  did  not  concur  in  this  s  ]^iau  66. 
fo  that  his  judgement  upon  the  queftion  ought  not  to  be  decried,  even  by  thofe 
who  differ  from  him.     As  to  myftlfy  1  can  only  fay,  upon  a  fubjeft  noW 
become  very  uninterefting,  that  when  the  fragments  of  Highland  poetry  fiifl: 
came  out,  I  was  much  pleafed  with  their  wild  peculiarity,  and  was  one  of 
thofe  who  fubfcribed  to  enable  their  editor,  Mr.  Macpherfon,  then  a  young 
man,  to  make  a  fearch  in  the  Highlands  and  Hebrides  for  a  long  poem  in  the 
Erfe  language,  which  was  reported  to  be  preferved  fomewhere  in  thofe  regions. 
But  when  there  came  forth  an  Epick  Poem  in  fix  books,  with  all  the  common 
circumftances  of  former  compofitions  of  that  nature ;   and  when,  upon  an 
attentive  examination  of  it,  there  was  found  a  perpetual  recurrence  of  the  fame 
images  which  appear  in  the  fragments  j   and  when  no  ancient  manufcript,  to 
authenticate  the  work,  was  depofited  in  any  publick  library,  though  that  was 
infilled  on  as  a  reafonable  pmof,  who  could  forbear  to  doubt  ? 

Johnfon*s  grateful  acknowledgements  of  kindnefles  received  in  the  courfe 
of  th^s  tour,  completely  refute  the  brutal  refleftions  which  have  been  thrown 
out  againft  him,  as  if  he  had  made  an  ungratefol  return  i  and  his  delicacy  in 
(paring  in  his  book  diofe  ^o  we  find  from  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  were 
juft  objefts  of  cenfurc,  is  much  to  be  admired.  His  candour  and  amiable  dif- 
pofition  is  conlpicuous  from  his  conduft,  when  informed  by  Mr.  Macleod,  of 
Rafay,  that  he  had  committed  a  miftake,  which  gave  that  gentleman  fome 
uneafinefs.  He  wrote  him  a  courteous  and  kind  letter,  and  inferted  in  the 
ncwfpapers  an  advertifement,  correfting  the  miftake  ^ 

The  obfervations  of  my  friend  Mr.  Dcmpfter  in  a  letter  written  to  me,  foon 
after  he  had  read  Dr.  Johnfon's  book,  are  fo  juft  and  liberal,  that  they  cannot 
be  too  often  repeated : 

**  There  is  nothing  in  the  book,  from  be^nning  to  end,  that  a  Scotchmart 
need  to  take  amils«  "What  he  feys  of  the  country  is  true ;  and  his  obfervations 
on  the  peof^e  are  what  muft  naturally  occur  to  a  fenfible,  obferving,  and 
rcfle(5Hng  inhabitant  of  a  convenient  metropolis,  where  a  man  on  thirty  pounds 
a  year  may  be  better  accommodated  with  all  the  little  wants  of  life,  than  Col 
or  Sir  Allan. 

**  I  am  charmed  with  his  refearches  concerning  the  Erfe  language,  and  the 
antiquity  of  their  manufcripts.    I  am  quite  convinced  $  and  I  (hall  rank  Oflian, 

•  Sec  «^  Joamal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  3d  edit.  p.  520, 

M  m  m  2  and 
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1775*      and  his  Fingds  and  Ofcars,  amongft  the  nurfery  tales,  not  the  true  hiftory  of 
iiau.  66.  ^"^  country,  in  all  time  to  come. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  the  book  cannot  difpleafe,  for  it  has  no  pretenfions. 
The  authour  neither  fays  he  is  a  geographer,  nor  an  antiquarian,  nor  very 
learned  in  the  hiftory  of  Scodand,  nor  a  naturalift,  nor  a  foflilift.  The  man- 
ners of  the  people,  and  the  face  of  the  country,  are  all  he  attempts  to  defcribe, 
or  fcems  to  have  thought  of.  Much  were  it  to  be  wilhed,  that  they  who  have 
travelled  into  more  remote,  and  of  courie  more  curious  regions,  had  all  pof- 
fefled  his  good  fenfe.  Of  the  ftate  of  learning,  his  obfcrvations  on  Glafgow 
Univerfity  Ihew  he  has  formed  a  very  found  judgement.  He  underftands  our 
climate  too  j  and  he  has  accurately  obferved  the  changes,  however  flow  and 
imperceptible  to  us,  which  Scodand  lias  undergone,  in  confequence  of  the 
bleflings  of  liberty  and  internal  peace." 

Mr.  Knox,  anothei  native  of  Scotland,  who  has  fince  made  the  fame  tour, 
and  publiflied  an  account  of  it,  is  equally  liberal.  "  I  have  read  (fays  he,)  his 
book  again  and  again,  travelled  with  him  from  Berwick  to  Glenelg,  through, 
countries  with  which  I  am  well  acquainted ;  failed  with  him  from  Glenelg  ta 
Ralay,  Sky,  Rum,  Col,  Mull,  and  Icolmkill^  but  have  not  been  able  to 
correft  him  in  any  matter  of  confequence.  I  have  often  admired  the  accuracy, 
the  preeifion,  and  the  juftnefs  of  what  he  advances,  refpefting  both  the  country 
and  the  people. 

**  The  Dodor  ha3  every  where  delivered  his  fentiments  with  freedom,  and 
in  many  inftances  with  a  ieeming  regard  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  ornament  of  the  country.  His  remarks  on  the  want  of  trees  and  hedges 
for  fhade,  as  well  as  for  fhelter  to  the  cattle,  are  well  founded,  and  merit,  the 
thanks,  not  the  illiberal  cenliire  of  the  natives.  He  alfo  felt  for  the  diftreflcs 
of  the  Highlanders,  and  explodes,  with  great  propriety,  the  bad  management 
of  the  grounds,  and  the  negle£t  of  timber  in  the  Hebrides.** 

Having  quoted  Johnfon*s  juft  compliments  on  the  Rafay  familyj  he  fays, 
"  On  the  other  hand,  I  found  this  family  equally  lavifh  in  their  encomiums 
upon  the  Doftor's  converfation,.and  his  fubfequent  civilities  to  a  young  gentle- 
man of  that  country,  who,  upoa  waiting  upon  him  at  London,  was  well 
received^  and  experienced  all  the  attention  and  regard  that  a  warm  friend  could 
beftow.  Mr.  Macleod  having  alio  been  in  London,  waited  upon  the  Dodror, 
who  provided  a  magnificent  and  expcnfive  entertainment,,  in  honour  of  his  old 
Hebridean  acquaintaace»" 

And 
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« 

And  talking  of  the  military  road  by  Fort  Auguftus,  he  fays,  "  By  this  road,      '775* 
though  one  of  the  moft  rugged  in  Great-Britain,  the  celebrated  Dr,  Johnfon  ^tat,  66. 
palled  from  Invernefs  to  the  Hebride  Ifles,     His  obfervations  on  the  country 
and  people  are  extremely  correft,  judicious,  and  inftrudlive^," 

His  private  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  written  during  the  courfe  of  his  journey, 
which  therefore  may  be  fuppofed  to  convey  his  genuine  feelings  at  the  time, 
abound  in  fuch  benignant  fentiments  towards  the  people  who  fliewed  him 
civilities,  that  no  man  whofe  temper  is  not  very  harlh  and  four,  can  retain 
a  doubt  of  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart. 

It  is  painful  to  recoUeft  with  what  rancour  lie  was  aflailed  by  numbers 
of  fhallow  irritable  North- Britons,  on  account  of  his  fuppofed  injurious  treat- 
ment of  their  country  and  countrymen,  in  his  "  Journey/*  Had  there  been 
any  juft  ground  for  fuch  a  charge,  would  the  virtuous  and  candid  Dempfter 
have  given  his  opinion  of  the  book,  in  the  terms  which  I  have  quoted  I 
Would  the  patriotick  Knox*  have  fpoken  of  it  as  he  has  done  ?  And  let  me 
add,  that,  citizen  of  the  world  as  I  hold  myfelf  to  bc>  I  have  that  degree  of 
prediledion  for  my  na/ale  folum,  nay>  I  have  that  juft  fenfe  of  the  merit  of  an 
ancient  nation,  whid^has^^b^n  ever  renowned  for  its  valour,  which  in  former 
times  maintained  its  independence  againft  a  powerful  neighbour,  and  in  modem 
times  has  been  equally  diftinguiflied  for  its  ingenuity  and  induftry  in  civilifed  life> 
that  I  Ihould  have  felt  a  generous  indignation  at  any  injuftice  done  to  it-  Johnfon 
treated  Scotland  no  worfe  than  he  did  even  his  beft  friends,  whofe  charafters 
he  ufed  to  give  as  they  appeared  to  hhn,  both  in  light  and  fhade*  Some  peo- 
ple, who  had  not  exercifed  their  minds  fufficiendy,  condemned  him  for  cen* 
furing  his  friends.  But  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  whofe  philofophical  penetration 
and  juftnefs  of  thinking  are  not  lefs  known  to  thofc  who  live  with  him,  than 
his  genius  in  his  art  is  admired  by  the  world,  explained  his  conduft  thus :  "  He 
was  fond  of  difcrimination,  which  he  could  not  fhew  without  pointing  out 
the  bad  as  well  as  the  good  in  every  charadler ;  and  as  his  friends  were  thoie 
whofe  charafters  he  knew  beft,  they  afibrded  him  the  beft  opportunity  for 
Ihewing  the  acutenefs  of  his  judgement." 

He  exprefled  to  hife  friend  Mr.  Windham  of  Norfolk,  his  wonder  at  the 
extreme  jealoufy  of  the  Scotch,  and  their  refentment  at  having  their  country 
defcribed  by  him  as  it  really  was  -,  when,  to  fay  that  it  was  a  country  as  good 

»  Page  105. 

'  I  obferve  with  much  regret,  while  this  work  is  paffing  tbiough  the  prels,  (Auguft,  1790^} 
that  this  ingeoiotts  gentkman  is  dead* 

as 
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'775-  as  England,  would  have  been  a  grofs  falfehood.  "  None,  of  us,  (faid  he,) 
JEtat'  66.  would  be  offended  if  a  foreigner  who  has  travelled  here  fhould  fay,  that 
vines  and  olives  don't  grow  in  England."  And  as  to  his  prejudice  agamft  the 
Scotch,  which  I  always  afcribed  to  that  nationality  which  he  obferved  in  them, 
he  faid  to  the  fame  gentleman,  "  When  I  find  a  Scotchman  to  whom  an 
EngliQiman  is  as  a  Scotchman,  that  Scotchman  Ihall  be  as  an  Englifhman  to 
me."  His  intimacy  with  many  gentlemen  of  Scodand,  and  his  employing  fo 
many  natives  of  that  country  as  his  amanuenfes,  prdve  that  his  prejudice 
was  not  virulent ;  and  I  have  depofited  in  the  Britifli  Mufeum,  amongft  other 
pieces  of  hi^  writing,  the  following  note,  in  anfwer  to  one  from  me,  alking 
^  if  he  would  meet  me  at  dinner  at  die  Mitre,  though  a  friend  of  mine,  a 

Scotchman,  waa  to  be  there  :-^'*  Mr.  Jduifon  does  not  fee  Why  Mr.  Bofwell 
fliould  fuppofe  a  Scotchman  lefs  acceptable  than  any  other  man.  He  will  be 
;it  the  Mitre." 

My  much-valued  friend  Dn  Barnard,  now  Bifhop  of  KiUaloe,  having  once 
txpreffed  to  him  an  apprehenfion,  that  if  he  fliould  viflt  Ireland  he  might  treat 
the  people  of  that  country  more  unfavourably^  than  he  had  done  the  Scotch, 
he  anfwered,  with  ftrong  pointed  double-edged  wit,  "  Sir,  you  have  no  reafon 
to  be  afraid  of  me.  The  Irifli  are  not  in  a  confpiracy  to  cheat  the  world  by 
falfe  reprefentatiorts  of  the  merits  of  their  countrymen.  No,  Sirs  the  Irifh 
;are  a  fair  people  :— -they  never  fpeak  well  of  one  another." 

Johnlbn  told  me  an  inftance  of  Scottifli  nationality,  which  made  a  v«ry  unfa- 
vourable impreflioil  upon  his  mind.  A  Scotchman,  of  fome  confidetation  in 
London,  folicited  him  to  recommend,  by  the  weight  of  his  learned  authority, 
to  be  mailer  of  an  Englifli  fchool,  a  perfon  of  whom  he  who  recommended 
him  confeffed  he  knew  no  more  but  that  he  was  his  countryman.  Johnfon 
was  fliocked  at  this  unconfcientious  condudl. 

All  the  miferable  cavillings  againft  his  '^  Journey,"  in  newlpapers,  maga- 
zines, and  other  fugitive  publications,  I  can  fpeak  from  certain  knowledge, 
only  fiimiftied  him  with  (port.  At  laft  there  came  out  a  fcurrilous  volume> 
larger  than  Johnfon's  own,  filled  with  malignant  abufe,  under  a  name,  real  or 
fiftitious,  of  fomc  low  man  in  an  obfcure  corner  of  Scotl^nd^  though  fuppofed 
to  be  the  work  of  another  Scotchman,  who  has  found  means  to  make  himlelf 
well  known  both  in  Scotland  and  England.  The  effeft  which  it  had  upon 
Johnfon  was,  to  produce  this  pleafant  obfervation  to  Mr.  Seward,  to  whom  he 
lent  the  book :  "  This  fellow  muft  be  a  blockhead.  They  don't  know  how  to 
go  about  their  abufe.  Who  will  read  a  five  fhilling  book  againft  me  ?  Noj 
Sir,  if  they  Iiad  wit,  they  fliould  have  kept  peltmg  mc  with  partiphlets/* 

Mr. 
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Mr.  BoswELL  to  Dr^  Johnsoi^. 

Edinburgh^  Feb.  iS«  I77$» 

*^  y  O  U  woiild  have  been  very  well  pleafed  if  you  had  dined  with 
me  to  day.  I  had  for  my  guefts,  Macquharrie,  young  Maclean  of  Col, 
the  fucccQbr  of  our  friend,  a  very  amiable  man,  though  not  marked  with 
fuch  active  qualities  as  his  brother,  Mr.  Maclean  of  Torloilk  in  Mull  a  gen- 
tleman  of  Sir  Allan's  family,  and  two  of  the  clan  Grant,  fo  that  the  Highland 
and  Hebridean  genius  reigned.  We  had  a  great  deal  of  converfation  about 
you,  and  drank  your  health  in  a  bumper.  The  toaft  was  not  propofed  by  me, 
which  is  a  circumftance  to  be  remarked,  for  I  am  now  fo  connefted  with  you, 
that  any  thing  that  I  can  fay  or  do  to  your  honour  has  not  the  yalue  of  an 
additional  compliment.  It  is  only  giving  you  a  guinea  out  of  that  treafure 
of  adoiiration  which  already  belongs  to  you,  and  which  is  no  hidden  treafure ; 
for  I  fuppofe  my  admiration  of  you  is  co-exiflent  with  the  knowledge  of  my 
charadten 

<^  I  find  that  the  Highlanders  and  H^brideans  in  general  are  much  fonder 
of  your  *  Journey,'  than  the  low-country  or  biiher  Scots.  One  of  the  Grants 
faid  to  day,  that  he  was  fure  you  were  a  man  of  a  good  heart,  and  a  candid 
man,  and  feemed  to  hope  he  fhould  be  able  to  convince  you  of  the  antiquity 
of  a  good  proportion  of  the  poems  of  Oflian.  After  all  that  has  pafied,  I 
think  the  matter  is  capable  of  being  proved^to  a  certain  degree.  I  am  told 
that  Macpherfon  got  one  cftd  Erie  MS.  from  Clanranald,  for  the  reflitution  of 
which  he  executed  a  formal  obligation ;  and  it  is  affirmed,  that  the  Gaelick 
(call  it  Erfe  or  call  it  IrifhJ  has  been  written  in  the  Highlands  and  Hebrides 
for  many  centuries*  It  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as 
acquired  any  learning,  pofleffed  the  art  of  writing  as  well  as  their  Irifh  neigh- 
bours and  Celtick  coufins;  and  the  queftion  is,  can  fufficient  evidence  be 
ihewn  of  this  ? 

*'  Thofe  who  are  (killed  in  ancient  writings  can  determine  the  age  of  MSS. 
or  at  leaft  can  afcertain  the  century  in  which  they  were  written  j  and  if  men 
of  veracity,  who  are  fo  (killed,  (hall  tell  us  that  MSS.  in  the  poflfeilion.of 
families  in  the  Highlands  and  ifles,  are  the  works  of  a  remote  age,  I  think  we 
Ihould  be  convinced  by  their  teftimony. 

"  There  is  now  come  to  this  city,  Ranald  Macdonald,  from  the  Ifle  of 
Egg,  who  has  feveral  MSS.  of  Erfe  poetry,  which  he  wifhes  to  publiih  by 
fubfcription.     I  have  engaged  to  take  three  copies  of- the  book,  the  price  of 

which; 
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'77y*      which  is  to  be  fix  (hillings,  as  I  would  fubfcribe  for  all  the  Erfe  that  can  be 
^i&u  66.   printed,  be  it  old  or  new,  that  the  language  may  be  preferved.     This  man 
fays,  that  fome  of  his  manufcripts  are  ancient  j  and,  to  be  furc,  one  of  them 
which  was  (hewn  to  me  does  appear  to  have  the  dufkynefs  of  antiquity. 

"  The  inquiry  is  not  yet  quite  hopelefs,  and  I  Ihould  think  that  the  cxa6l 
truth  may  be  difcovered,  if  proper  means  be  ufed.     I  am,  &c, 

**  James  Boswell.** 

To  James  BoswelLj  Efy. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

*M  A  M  forry  that  I  could  get  no  books  for  my  friends  in  Scotland. 
Mr.  Strahan  has  at  laft  promifed  to  fend  two  dozen  to  you.  If  they  come, 
put  the  names  of  my  friends  into  them ;  you  may  cut  them  out  ^  and  paftc 
them  with  a  litde  ftarch  in  the  book. 

*'  You  then  are  going  wild- about  Offian.  Why  do  you  think  any  part 
can  be  proved  ?  The  duflcy  manufcript  of  Egg  is  probably  not  fifty  years 
old  5  if  it  be  an  hundred,  it  proves  nothing.  The  tale  of  Clanranald  has 
no  proof-  Has  Clanranald  told  it  ?  Can  he  prove  it  ?  There  arc,  I  believe, 
no  Erfe  manufcripts.  None  of  the  old  families  had  a  fingle  letter  in  Erfe  that 
we  heard  of.  You  fay  it  is  likely  that  they  could  write.  ^  The  learned,  if  any 
learned  there  were,  could  -,  but  knowing  by  that  learning  fome  written  lan- 
guage, in  that  language  they  wrote,  as  letters  had  never  been  applied  to  their 
own.  If  there  are  manufcripts,  let  them  be  fhewn,  with  fome  proof  that  they 
are  not  forged  for  the  occafion.  You  fay  inany  can  remember  parts  of  Oflian. 
I  believe  all  thofe  parts  are  verfions  of  the  Englifh,  at  leaft  there  is  no  proof 
of  their  antiquity. 

"  Macpherfon  is  faid  to  have  made  fome  tranflations  himfelf  j  and  having 
taught  a  boy  to  write  it,  ordered  him  to  fay  that  he  had  learned  it  of  his  grand- 
mother. The  boy,  when  he  grew  up,  told  the  ftory.  This  Mrs.  Williams 
heard  at  Mr.  Strahan's  table.  Do  not  be  credulous ;  you  know  how  litde  a 
Highlander  can  be  trufted. .  Macpherfon  is,  fo  far  as  I  know,  very  quiet.  Is 
not  that  proof  enough  ?  Every  thing  is  againft  him.  No  vifible  manufcript; 
no  infcripuon  in  the  language :  no  correlpondence  among  friends :  no  tranf- 
aftion  of  bufinefs,  of  which  a  fingle  fcrap  remains  in  the  ancient  families. 
-   Macpherfon*s  pretence  is,  that  the  charadler  was  Saxon.    If  he  had  not  talked 

*  From  a  lift  ia  liis  hand- writing. 
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unfkilfuUy  of  mamfcriptSy  he  might  have  fought  with  oral  tradition  much      ^VS- 
longer*     As  to  Mr.  Grant's  information^  I  fuppofe  he  knows  much  lefs  of  the  sm^es. 
matter  than  ourfclves. 

"  In  the  mean  tim^  the  bookfeller  fays  that  the  fale '  is  fufEciently  quick. 
They  printed  four  thoufand.  Corrcft  your  copy  wherever  it  is  wrong,  and 
bring  it  up.  Your  friends  will  all  be  glad  to  fee  you.  I  think  of  going  my- 
felf  into  the  country  about  May. 

"  I  am  forry  that  I  have  not  managed  to  fend  the  books  fooner.  I  have 
left  four  for  you,  and  do  not  reftrift  you  abfolutely  to  follow  my  directions  in 
the  diflribution.     You  muft  ufe  your  ovm  difcretion. 

**  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell ;  I  foppofe  (he  is  now  juft  begin- 
ning to  forgive  me.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

*^  Your  humble  fervant, 
«  Feb.  25,  1775.  Sam.  Johnson/* 

On  TueClay,  March  ai,  I  arrived  in  London;  and  on  repairing  to  Dr. 
Jolinfon's  before  dinner,  found  him  in  his  ftudy,  fitting  with  Mr.  Peter 
Ganick,  the  elder  brother  of  David,  ftrongly  refembling  him  in  his  counte- 
nance and  voice,  but  of  more  fedate  and  placid  manners.  Johnfon  informed 
me,  that  ^*  though  Mr.  Beauclerk  was  in  great  pain,  it  was  hoped  he  was  not  in 
danger,  and  that  he  now  wifhed  to  confult  Dr.  Heberden  to  try  the  efFeft  of  a 
new  underftanding'*  Both  at  this  interview,  and  in  the  evening  at  Mr.  Thrale's, 
where  he  and  Mr.  Peter  Garrick  and  I  met  again,  he  was  vehement  on  the  fub- 
jc6t  of  the  Oflian  controverfy ;  obferving,  "  We  do  not  know  that  there  are 
any  ancient  Erie  manufcripts  j  and  we  have  no  other  reafon  to  dilbelieve  that 
there  are  men  with  three  heads,  but  that  we  do  not  know  that  there  are  any  - 
fuchmen."  He  alfo  was  outrageous,  upon  his  fuppofition  that  my  countrymen 
**  loved  Scotland  better  than  truth,"  faying,  "  All  of  them,— nay  not  all, — but 
droves  of  them,  would  come  up,  and  atteft  any  thing  for  the  honour  of  Scodand." 
He  alfo  perfevered  in  his  wild  allegation,  that  he  queftioned  if  there  was  a 
tree  between  Edinburgh  and  the  Englifti  border  older  than  himfelf.  I  aflured 
him  he  was  miftaken,  and  fuggefted  diat  the  proper  punifhment.  would  be  that 
he  fliould  receive  a  ftripe  at  every  tree  above  a  hundred  years  old,  that  was 
found  within  that  Ipace.  He  laughed,  and  faid,  "  I  believe  I  might  fubmit 
to  it  for  a  iawbie ! " 

•  Of  bis  **  Joumcy  to  the  Wcftcm  Iflands  of  Scotland." 

N  n  n  The 
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The  doubts  which,  in  my  correlpondcrice  with  him,  I  had  ventured  to  ftate 
as  to  the  juftice  and  wifdom  of  the  condu45k  of  Great-Britain  towards  the 
American  colonies,  while  I  at  the  fame  thnc  requefted  that  he  would  enable 
me  to  inform  myfelf  upon  that  momentous  fubjeft,  he  had  altogether  dilre- 
garded ;  and  had  recently  publifhcd  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  "  Taxation  no 
Tyranny;  an  Anfwer  to  the  Refdlutions  and  Addrefs  of  the  American 
(iongrefs.*" 

He  had  long  before  indulged  mofl:  unfavourable  fentiments  of  our  fellow 
fiibjefts  in  America.  For,  as  early  as  1769,  I  was  told  by  Dn  John  Campbell* 
that  he  had  faid  of  them,  "  Sir,  they  are  a  race  of  convifts,  and  ought  to  be 
thankful  for  any  thing  we  allow  them  fliort  of  hanging." 

Of  this  performance  I  avoided  to  talk  with  him ;  for  I  had  now  formed  a 
.  clear  and  fettled  opinion,  that  the  people  of  America  were  well  warranted  to 
refift  a  claim  that  their  fellow-fubjefts  in  *-he  mother-country  fliould  have  the 
entire  command  of  their  fortunes,  by  taxing  them  without  their  own  confent ; 
and  the  extreme  violence  which  it  breathed,  appeared  to  me  lb  unfuitable 
to  the  mildnefs  of  a  ChrilHan  philofopher,  and  fo  direftly  oppofite  to  the 
principles  of  peace  which  he  had  ib  beautifully  recommended  in  his  pamphlet 
relpefting  Falkland's  I  (lands,  that  I  was  forry  to  fee  him  appear  in  fo  unfa- 
vourable a  light.  Befides,  I  could  not  perceive  in  it  that  ability  of  argument, 
or  that  felicity  of  expreflion,  for  which  he  was,  upon  other  occafions>  fo  emi- 
nent. Pofiti ve  aflertion,  fkrcaftical  feverity,  and  -extravagant  ridicule>  which 
he  himlelf  reprobated  as  a  tell  of  truth,  were  united  in  this  rhapfody. 

That  this  pamphlet  was  written  at  the  defire  of  thofe  who  were  then  in 
power,  I  have  no  doubt;  and,  indeed,  he  owned  to  me,  that  it  had  been 
revifed  and  curtailed  by  fome  of  them.  He  told  me,  that  they  had  ftruck 
out  one  paflTage,  which  was  to  this  elFe<Sb :  "  That  the  Colonifls  could  with 
no  folidity  argue  from  their  not  having  been  taxed  while  in  their  infancy, 
that  they  Ihould  not  now  be  taxed.  We  do  not  put  a  calf  into  the  plow  5 
we  wait  till  he  is  an  ox."  He  faid,  "  They  (truck  it  out  either  critically, 
as  too  ludicrous,  or  politically,  as  too  exalperating.  I  care  not  which. 
It  was  their  bufinefs.  If  an  architect  fays,  I  will  build  five  (lories,  and  the 
man  who  employs  him  fays,  I  will  have  only  three,  the  employer  is  to  decide.*' 
<*  Yes,  Sir,  (faid  I,)  in  ordinary  cafes.  But  (liould  it  be  fo  when  the  archi- 
teft  gives  his  (kill  and  labour  gratis  ?** 

Unfavourable  as  I  am  conftrained  to  fay  my  opinion  of  this  pamphlet  was, 
yet,  fmce  it  was  congenial  with  the  fentiments  of  numbers  at  that  time,  and 
as  every  thing  relating  to  the  writings  of  Dr.  Johnfon  is  of  importance  in 
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Kterafjr  hiftory,  I  Ihall  therefore  infert  fome  paflages  which  were  ftruck  out,  it     '77J- 
does  not  appear  why,  either  by  himfelf  or  thofe  who  revifed  it.    They  appear  iEtau^66. 
printed  in  a  few  proof  leaves  of  it  in  my  pofleffion,  marked  with  corredkions  . 
in  his  own  hand-wridng.     I  fhall  diftinguifh  them  by  Italuks. 

In  the  paragraph  where  he  fays,  the  i^mericans  were  incited  to  refiftance  by 
European  intelligence  from  "  men  whom  they  thought  their  friends,  but  who 
were  friends  only  to  themfelves,"  there  followed,—"  and  made,  hy  their  felji/h- 
fufsy  the  enemies  of  their  country.^* 

And  the  next  paragraph  ran  thus :  "  On  the  original  contrivers  of  mifchiefi 
rather  than  on  thofe  whom  thej/  have  deluded^  let  an  infulted  nadon  pour  out  its 
vengeance." 

The  paragraph  which  came  next  was  in  thefe  words :  '*  Unhappy  is  that 
country y  in  which  men  can  hope  fir  advancement  by  favouring  its  enemies.  Thi 
tranquillity  of  ftable  government  is  not  always  eafily  preferved  againft  t^e  machina- 
tions of  Jingle  innovators ;  but  what  can  be  the  hope  of  quiet,  when  failions  hojlile 
to  the  legijlature  can  be  openly  formed  and  openly  avowed?  ** 

After  the  paragraph  which  now  concludes  the  pamphlet,  there  followed  this, 
in  which  he  certainly  means  the  great  Earl  of  Chatham,  and  glances  at  a  cer- 
tain popular  Lord  Chancellor :  x 

^^  If  by  the  fortune  of  war y  they  drvve  us  utterly  away^  what  they  will  do  next 
can  only  be  conjeEtured.  If  a  new  monarchy  is  ereSedy  they  will  want  a  King. 
He  whofirft  takes  into  bis  hand  the'fceptre  of  America^  fbould  have  a  name  of  good 
omen.  William  has  been  known  both  as  conqueror  and  deliverer ;  and  perhaps 
Englandy  however  contemnedy  might  yet  Jupply  them  with  another  Willi  am, 
JVhigSy  indeedy  are  not  willing  to  be  governed  \  and  it  is  pojjible  that  King 
William  may  be  flrmgly  inclined  to  guide  their  meafures :  but  JVhigs  have  been 
cheated  like  other  mortals,  andfuffered  their  leader  to  become  their  tyrant y  under  the 
name  of  their  Protector.  What  more  they  will  receive  from  England,  no  man » 
can  tell.     In  their  rudiments  of  empire  they  may  want  a  Chancellor." 

Then  came  this  paragraph :    ^ 

**  Their  numbers  arcy  at  prefenty  not  quite  fufficient  for  the  greatnefs  which,  in 
Jome  form  of  government  or  other y  is  to  rival  the  ancient  monarchies  -,  buty  by  Dr. 
Franklin^ s  rule  of  progrejfiony  they  willy  in  a  century  and  a  quarter y  be  more  than 
iqual  to  the  inhabitants  of  Europe.  When  the  Whigs  of  America  are  thus  multi- 
pliedy  let  the  Princes  of  the  earth  tremble  in  their  palaces.  ^  they, fbould  continue 
to  double  and  to  doubUy  their  own  hemi/pbere  will  ndt  contain  them.  But  let  not 
our  boldeji  oppuffiers  of  authority  look  forward  with  delight  to  this  futurity  of 
tniggifm.^ 

N  n  n  a*  How 
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How  it  ended  I  know  not,  as  it  is  cut  ofF  abruptly  at  the  foot  of  the  laft  of 
thefe  proof  pages. 

His  pamphlets  in  fupport  of  the  meafures  of  adminiftration  were  publiibed 
on  his  own  account,  and  he  afterwards  coUedked  them  into  a  volume,  with  the 
title  of  "Political  Trafts,  by  the  Authour  oi  the  Rambler,"  with  this  motto, 

^^  Fallkur  egregio  qui/quis  fub  Principe  credit' 

*'  Serviiiumi  nutnquam  libertas  gratior  extat 

*« .  ^am  fub  Rege  pio.'*  Claudi anus* 

Thefe  pamphlets  drew  upon  him  numerous  attacks.  Againft  die  common 
weapons  of  literary  warfare  he  was  hardened  s  but  there  were  two  inftanccs  of 
animadverfion  which  I  communicated  to  him,  and  from  what  I  could  judge, 
both  from  his  filence  and  his  looks,  appeared  to  me  to  imprefs  him  much. 

One  was,  a  *'  A  Letter  to  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  occafioned  by  his  late 
political  Publications."  It  appeared  previous  to  his  "  Taxation  no  Tyranny^' 
and  was  written  by  Dr.  Jofeph  Towers.  In  that  performance.  Dr.  Johnfon 
was  treated  with  the  refpeft  due  to  io  eminent  a  man,  while  his  condudl  as  a 
political  writer  was  boldly  and  pointedly  arraigned,  as  inconfiftent  with  the  cha- 
rafter  of  one,  who,  if  he  did  employ  his  pen  upon  politicks,  "  it  might  rca- 
fonably  be  expefted  ihould  diftinguifh  himfelfi  not  by  party  violence  and 
rancour,  but  by  moderation  and  by  wifdom." 

It  concluded  thus :  "  I  would,  however,  wifh  you  to  remember,  fhould  you 
again  addrefs  the  publick  under  the  charafter  of  a  political  writer,  that  luxuriance 
of  imagination  or  energy  of  language  will  ill  compenfate  for  the  want  of 
candour,  of  juftice,  and  of  truth.  And  I  Ihall  only  add,  that  Ihould  I  here- 
after be  diipofed  to  read,  as  I  heretofore  have  done,  the  moft  excellent  of  all 
your  performances,  *  The  Rambler,'  the  pleafure  which  I  have  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  find  in  it  will  be  much  diminilhed  by  the  refleftion  that  the  writer 
of  fo  moral,  fo  elegant,  and  fo  valuable  a  work,  was  capable  of  proftituting 
his  talents  in  fuch  produdtions  as  ^  The  Falfe  Alarm,'  the  *  Thoughts  on 
the  Tranfaftions  relpefting  Falkland's  Iflands,'  and  *  The  Patriot." 

I  am  willing  to  do  juftice  to  the  merit  of  Dr.  Towers,  of  whom  I  will  fay, 
that  although  I  abhor  his  Whiggifh  democratical  notion^  and  propenfities, 
(for  I  will  not  call  them  principles,)  I  efteem  him  as  an  ingenious,  knowing, 
and  very  convivial  man. 

The  other  inftance  was  a  paragraph  of  a  letter  to  me,  from  my  old  and 
moft  intimate  friend  the  Reverend  Mr.  Temple,  who  wrote  the  character  of 

Gray, 
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Gray,   which  has  had  the  honour  to  be  adopted  both  by  Mr.  Mafon  aiid      ms- 
Dr.  Johnfon  in  their  accounts  of  that  poet.     The  words  were,  "  How  can  jEtatfTs! 
your  great,  I  will  not  fay  your  pious,  but  your  moral  friend,  fupport  the  bar- 
barous meafures  of  adminiftration,  which  they  have  not  the  face  to  alk  even 
their  infidel  penfioner  Hume  to  defend." 

However  confident  of  the  reftitude  of  his  own  mind,  Johnfon  may  have 
felt  fincere  uneafinefs  that  his  conduft  Ihould  be  erroneoufly  imputed  to  unwor- 
thy motives,  by  good  men,  and  that  the  influence  of  his  valuable  writings 
Ihould  on  that  account  be  in  any  degree  obftrudted  or  leiTened. 

He  complained  to  a  Right  Honourable  friend  of  diftinguiflied  talents  and 
very  elegant  manners,  with  whom  he  maintained  a  long  intimacy,  and  whofe 
generofity  towards  him  will  afterwards  appear,  that  his  penfion  having  been 
given  to  him  as  a  literary  charadter,  he  had  been  applied  to  by  admipiftra- 
tion  to  write  political  pamphlets  j  and  he  was  even  fo  much  irritated,  that  he 
delared  his  refolution  to  refign  his*  penfion.  His  friend  fhewed  him  the 
impropriety  of  fuch  a  mcafure,  and  he  afterwards  expreffed  his  gratitude,  and 
faid  he  had  received  good  advice.  To  that  friend  he  once  fignificd  a  wifli  to 
have  his  penfion  fecured  to  him  for  his  life ;  but  he  neither  alked  nor  received 
from  government  any  reward  whatfoever  for  his  political  labours. 

On  Friday,  March  24,  I  met  him  at  the  Literary  Club,  where  were 
Mr.  Beauclerk,  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Colman,  Dr.  Percy,  Mr.  Vefey,  Sir 
Charles  Bunbury,  Dr.  George  Fordyce,  Mr.  Steevens,  and  Mr.  Charles  Fox. 
Before  he  came  in,  we  talked  of  his  "  Journey  to  the  Weflern  Iflands,"  and 
of  his  coming  away,  "  willing  to  believe  the  fecond  fight*,"  which feemed  td 
excite  fome  ridicule.  I  was  then  fo  imprefled  with  the*  truth  of  many  of  the 
ftories  of  it  which  I  had  been  told,  that  I  avowed  my  convidion,  faying, 
**  He  is  only  willing  to  believe,  I  do  believe.  The  evidence  is  enough  for 
me,  though  not  for  his  great  mind.  What  will  not  fill  a  quart  bottle  will 
fill  a  pint  bottle.  I  am  filled  with  belief."  "  Are  you  ?  (faid  Colman,)  then 
cork  it  up." 

I  found  his  *'  Journey"  the  common  topick  of  converfation  in  London  at 
this  time,  wherever  I  happened  to  be.  At  one  of  Lord  Mansfield's  formal 
Sunday  evening  converfations,  ftrangely  called  Levees,  his  Lordfhip  addreflcd 
me,  "  We  have  all  been  reading  your  travels,  Mr.  Bofwell."  I  anlwered, 
"  I  was  but  the  humble  attendant  of  Dr.  Johnfon."  The  Chief  Juftice 
replied,  with  that  air  and  manner  which  none,  who  ever  faw  and  heard  him, 
can  forget,  «  He  fpeaks  ill  of  nobody  but  Oflian." 

*  Johnfon's  «'  Jouracy  to  the  Wcftcra  Iflands  of  Scotland/*  edit,  1785,  p.  256. 

Johnfon 
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Johnfon  was  in  high  fpirits  this  evening  at  the  club,  and  talked  with  greaf - 
animation  and  ^fuccefs.  He  attacked  Swift,  as  he  ufed  to  do  upon  all  occafions* 
**  The  Tale  of  a  Tub'  is  fo  much  fupferiour  to  his  other  writings,  that  one 
can  hardly  believe  he  was  the  authour  of  it.  There  is  in  it  fuch  a  vigour  of 
mind,  fuch  a  fwarm  of  thoughts,  fo  much  of  nature,  and  art,  and  life."  I 
wondered  to  hear  him  fay  of  "  Gulliver's  Travels,"  "  When  once  you  have 
thought  of  big  men  and  Rtde  men,  it  is  very  eafy  to  do  all  the  reft."  I 
endeavoured  to  make  a  ftand  for  Swift,  and  tried  to  roufe  thofe  who  were 
much  more  able  to  defend  hirja  -,  but  in  vain.  Johnfon  at  laft  of  his  own 
accord  allowed  very  great  merit  to  the  inventory  of  articles  found  in  the  pockety 
of  the  Man  Mountain,  particularly  the  defcription  of  his  watch,  which  it  was 
conjeftured  was  his  God,  as  he  confulted  it  upon  all  occalions.  He  obferved^ 
that  "  Swift  put  his  name  to  but  two  things,  (after  he  had  a  narne  to  put,) 

*  The  Plan  for  the  Iftiprovement  of  the  Englifh  Language,'  and  the  laft 

*  Drapier's  Letter." 

From  Swift,  there  was  an  eafy  tranfition  to  Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan.— 
Johnson.  *^  Sheridan  is  a  wonderful  admirer  of  the  tragedy  of  Douglas,  and 
prefented  its  authour  with  a  gold  medal.  Some  years  ago,  at  a  cofFee-houfe 
in  Oxford,  I  called  to  him,  *  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Sheridan,  how  came  you  to 
give  a  gold  medal  to  Home,  for  writing  that  foolifh  play  ?'  This,  you  fee, 
was  wanton  and  infolent ;  but'  I  meant  to  be  wanton  and  iniblent.  A  medal 
has  no  value  but  as  a  ftamp  of  merit.  And  was  Sheridan  to  aftume  to  himfelf 
the  right  of  giving  that  ftamp  ?  If  Sheridan  was  magnificent  enough  to 
beftow  a  gold  medal  as  an  honorary  reward  of  dramatick  excellence,  he  fhould 
have  requeftcd  one  of  the  Univerfiries  to  choofe  the  perfon  on  whom  it  fhould 
be  conferred  Sheridan  had  no  right  to  give  a  ftamp  of  merit :  it  was  coun- 
terfeiting Apollo's  coin." 

On  Monday,  March  2.7,  I  breakfafted  with  him  at  Mr.  Strahan*s.  He 
told  us,  diat  he  was  engaged  to  go  that  evening  to  Mrs.  Abington's  benefit. 
**  She  was  vifiting  Ibme  ladies  whom  I  was  vifiring,  and  begged  that  I  wouki 
come  to  her  benefit.  I  told  her  I  could  not  hear :  but  flie  infifted  ft)  much 
on  my  coming,  that  it  would  have  been  brutal  to  have  refiafed  her."  This 
was  a  fpeech  quite  charafteriftical.  He  loved  to  bring  forward  his  having 
been  in  the  gay  circles  of  life ;  and  he  was,  perhaps,  a  litde  vain  of  the 
folicitations  of  this  elegant  and  fafliionable  aftrels.  He  told  us,  the  play  was 
to  be  *'  The  Hypocrite,"  altered  from  Gibber's  "  Nonjuror,"  fo  as  to  fetyrize 
the  Methodifts.  '^  I  do  not  think  (faid  he,)  the  charadter  of  the  Hypocrite 
juftly  applicable  to  the  Methodilts  -,  but  it  was  very  applicable  to  the  Nonjurors, 

I  once 


'>,. 
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I  once  fald  to  Dr.  Madan,  a  clergyman  of  Ireland,  who  was  a  great  Whig, 
that  perhaps  a  Nonjuror  would  have  been  lefs  criminal  in  taking  the  oadis 
impofed  by  the  ruling  power,  than  refufing  them  j  becaufe  rcfiifing  them,  necef- 
farily  laid  him  under  atmofl  an  irrcfiftible  temptation  to  be  more  criminal ; 
for,  a  man  muft  live,  and  if  he  precludes  himfelf  from  the  fupport  furnifhed 
by  the  eftablifhnnent,  will  probably  be  reduced  to  very  wicked  fhifts  to  main- 
tain himfelf'."  Boswell,  ''  I  fliould  think.  Sir,  that  a  man  who  took  the 
oaths  contrary  to  his  principles,  was  a  determined  wicked  man,  becaufe  he 
was  (lire  he  was  committing  perjury :  whereas  a  Nonjuror  might  be  infenfibly 
led  to  do  what  was  wrong,  without  being  fo  direftly  confcious  of  it." 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  a  man  who  goes  to  bed  to  his  patron's  wife  is  pretty  ^ 

furc  that  he  is  committing  wickednefs."  Boswell.  "  Did  the  nonjuring  clergy- 
men do  fo.  Sir  ?     Johnson.  "  I  am  afraid  many  of  them  did." 

I  was  ftarded  at  his  argument,  and  could  by  no  means  think  it  convincing. 
Had  not  his  own  father  complied  with  the  requifition  of  government,  (as  to 
which  he  once  obferved  to  me,  when  I  preffed  him  upon  it,  *'  tbat^  Sir,  he 
was  to  fettle  with  himfelf,")  he  would  probably  have  thought  more  unfevour- 
ably  of  a  Jacobite  who  took  the  oaths  : 

"  -^ had  he  not  refemblcd 

*^  My  father  as  \atJwore  »" 

*  This  was  not  mcrdy  a  curfory  remark ;  for  in  his  Life  of  FentOD  he  obTerves^  "  With  many 
other  wife  and  virtuous  men«  who  at  that  time  of  difcord  and  debate  [about  the  beginning  of 
this  century,]  confulted  confcience  well  or  ill  informed,  more  than  intcreft,  he  doubted  the 
legality  of  th^B  government ;  and  refuiing  to  qualify  himfelf  for  publick  employment,  by  taking  the 
oaths  required,  left  the  Univerfity  without  a  degree/'  This  conducl^  Johnfon  calls  '*  pcrverfe- 
nefs  of  integrity." 

The  queftion  concerning  the  morality  of  taking  oaths,  of  whatever  kind>  impofed  by  the  prevail- 
ing power  at  the  time,  rather  than  to  be  excluded  from  all  confequence,  or  even  any  confiderable 
ufefulnefs  in  fociety,  has  been  agitated  with  all  the  acutenefs  of  cafuiftry.     It  is  related,  that  he 

* 

who  devifed  the  oath  of  abjuration,  profligately  boafted,  that  he  had  framed  a  teft  which  fhould 

damn  one  half  of  the  nation,  and  ftarve  the  other.    Upon  minds  not  exalted  to  inflexible  re6litudc^  ''', 

or  minds  in  which  zeal  for  a  party  is  predominant  to  excefs,  taking,  that  oath  againft  con  virion, 

may  have  been  palliated  under  the  plea  of  neceiiity«  or  ventured  upon  in  heat«  as  upon  the  whole 

producing  more  good  than  evil. 

« 

At  a  county  eledion  in  Scotland,  many  years  ago, -when  there  was  a  warm  conteft  between 
the  friends  of  the  Hanoverian  fucceflion  and  thofe  againft  it,  the  oath  of  abjuration  having  been 
demanded,  the  freeholders  upon  one  fide  rofe  to  go  away.  Upon  which  a  very  fanguine  gentleman, 
one  of  their  number,  ran  to  the  door  to  (top  them,  calling  out  with  much  cameftnefs,  '*  Stay^ 
ilay,  my  friends,  and  let  us  fwear  the  rogues  out  of  it  I'* 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Strahan  talked  of  launching  into  the  great  ocean  of  London^  in  order 
to  have  a  chance  for  rifing  to  eminence,  and  obferving  that  nnany  men  were 
kept  back  from  trying  their  fortune  there,  becauie  they  were  born  to  a  com* 
petency,  faid,  "  Small  certainties  are  the  banc  of  men  of  talents :"  which 
Johnfon  confirmed.  Mr.  Strahan  put  Johnfon  in  mind  of  a  remark  which 
he  had  made  to  him;  "  There  are  few  ways  in  which  a  man  can  be  more 
innocently  employed  than  in  getting  money."  •*  The  more  one  thinks  of  this, 
(faid  Strahan,)  the  jufter  it  will  appear." 

Mr.  Strahan  had  taken  a  poor  boy  from  the  country  as  an  apprentice,  upon 
Johnfon's  recommendation.  Johnfoa  having  inquired  after  him,  faid,  "  Mr. 
Strahan,  let  me  have  five  guineas  on  account,  and  Til  give  this  boy  one. 
Nay,  if  a  man  recommends  a  boy,  and  does  nothing  for  him,  it  is  fad  work. 
Call  him  down." 

I  followed  him  into  the  court-yard,  behind  Mr.  Strahan's  houfe ;  and  there 
I  had  a  proof  of  what  I  had  heard  him  profeis,  that  he  talked  alike  to  all. 
*'  Some  people  (faid  he,)  tell  you  that  they  let  themfelves  down  to  the 
capacity  of  their  hearers.  I  never  do  that.  I  ipeak  uniformly,  in  as  intelli- 
gible a  manneras  I  can." 

"  Well,  my  boy,  how  do  you  go  on  ?" — "  Pretty  well.  Sir ;  but  they  are 
afraid  I  an't  ftrong  enough  for  fome  parts  of  the  bufmefs."  Johnson.  "  Why 
I  fhall  be  forry  for  it ;  for  when  you  confider  with  how  litde  naental  power  and 
corporeal  labour  a  prmter  can  get  a  guinea  a  week,  it  is  a  very  defirable  occu- 
pation for  you."  Do  you  hear,— take  all  the  pains  you  can ;  and  if  this  does 
not  do,  we  muft  think  of  fome  other  way  of  life  for  you.    There's  a  guinea." 

Here  was  one  of  the  many,  many^  inftances  of  his  adtive  benevolence.  At 
the  fame  time,  the  flow  and  fonorous  folemnity  with  which,  while  he  bent 
himfelf  down,  he  addreffed  a  little  thick  fhort-legged  boy,  contrafted  with  the 
boy's  aukwardnefs  and  awe,  could  not  but  excite  fome  ludicrous  emotions. 

I  met  him  at  Drury-lane  playhoufe  in  the  evening.  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds, 
at  Mrs.  Abington's  requeft,  had  promifed  to  bring  a  body  of  wits  to  her 
benefit^  and  having  fecured  forty  places  in  the  front  boxes,  had  done  me  the 
honour  to  put  me  in  the  groupe.  Johnfon  fat  on  the  feat  diredkly  behind  me  j 
and  as  he  could  neither  fee  nor  hear  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  ftage,  he 
was  wrapped  up  in  grave  abftraftion,  and  feemed  quite  a  cloud,  amidft  all 
the  funlhine  of  glitter  and  gaiety.  I  wondered  at  his  patience  in  fitting  out  a 
play  of  five  afts,  and  a  farce  of  two.  He  faid  very  little  i  but  after  the  pro- 
vjogue  to  "  Bon  Ton"  had  been  fpoken,  which  he  could  hear  pretty  well  fix)m 
.  the  more  flow  and  diftindt  utterance,   he  obferved,   "  Dryden  has  written 

prologues 
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prologues  fuperiour  to  any  that  David  Garrick  has  written ;  but  David  Garrick      '77^- 
has  written  more  good  prologues  than  Dryden  has  done.     It  is  wonderful  that  ^m^ee, 
he  has  been  able  to  write  fuch  a  variety  of  them.'' 

At  Mr.  Beauclerk's,  where  I  fupped,  was  Mr.  Garrick,  whom  I  made 
happy  with  Johnlbn's  praife  of  his  prologues ;  and  I  fuppofe,  in  gratitude  to 
him,  he  took  up  one  of  his  favourite  topicks,  die  nationality  of  the  Scotch, 
which  he  maintained  in  his  pleafant  manner,  with  the  aid  of  a  litde  poetical 
ii£lion.  "  Come,  come,  don*t  deny  it :  they  are  really  national.  Why, 
now,  die  Adams  are  as  liberal-minded  men  as  any  in  the  world  :  but,  I  don*t 
know  how  it  is,  all  their  workmen  are  Scotch.  You  are,  to  be  fure,  wonder- 
:fally  free  from  that  nationality  j  but  fo  it  happens,  that  you  employ  the  only 
Scotch  fhoc-black  in  London."  He  imitated  the  manner  of  his  old  matter 
with  ludicrous  exaggeration  i  repeating,  with  paules  and  half  whiftlings 
interjefted, 

^*  Os  bomini/uhlime  deditj^-^calumque  tueri'^ 
**  Jnlfih — tf^  ^eSlos  ad  fidera — tollere  vuUus'^ 


looking  downwards  all  the  time,  and,  while  pronouncing  the  four  laft  words, 
abiblutely  touching  the  ground  with  a  kind  of  contorted  gefticulation. 

Garrick,  however,  when  he  pleafed,  could  imitate  Johnlbn  very  exaftly  j 
for  that  great  aftor,  with  his  diftinguiflied  powers  of  exprellion  which  were  fo 
univerfally  adrhired,  poflefled  alfb  an  admirable  talent  of  mimickry.  He  was 
always  jealous  that  Johnfon  fpoke  ligkdy  of  him.  I  recoUefl:  his  exhibiting 
him  to  me  one  day,  as  if  faying  "  Davy  is  futile,'*  which  he  uttered  perfedtly 
with  the  tone  and  air  of  Johnfon. 

I  cannot  too  frequendy  requeft  of  my  readers  while  they  perufe  «iy  account 
of  Johnfon's  converfation,  to  endeavour  to  keep  in  mind  his  deliberate  and 
ftrong  utterance.  His  mode  of  (peaking  was  indeed  very  impreflive*;  and 
I  wilh  it  could  be  preferved  as  mufick  is  written,   according  to  the  vtry 

^  My  noble  friend  Lord  Pembroke  (aid  once  to  me  at  Wilton^  with  a  happy  pleafantry  and  fome 
truth,  that  "  Dr.  Johnfon's  fayings  would  not  appear  fo  extraordinary,  were  it  not  fof  his  hovj^ 
<wow  nvaj.'*  The  fayings  themfelves  are  generally  of  fterHng  merit ;  but,  doubtlcfs,  his  manner 
was  an  addition  to  their  effect,  and  therefore  fhould  be  attended  to  as  much  as  may  be«  It  is 
neceffary^  however,  to  guard  thofe  who  were  not  acquainted  with  him,  againft  overcharged  imita« 
tions  or  caricatures  of  his  manner,  which  are  frequently  attempted,  and  many  of  which  are  fecond- 
hand  copies  from  the  late  Mr.  Hendeifon  the  aAor,  who,  though  a  good  mimick  of  fome 
perfons^  did  not  zeprcfent  Johnfon  correAly. 

O  0  o  ingenious 
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ingenioiis  method  of  Mr.  Steele  %   who  has  fhewn  how  the  recitation  of 
Mr.  Garrick,  and  other  eminent  fpeakcrs,  might  be  tranfinitted  to  pofterity  • 
in  /core. 

Next  day  I  dined  with  Johnfon  at  Mr.  Thrale's.  He  attacked  Gray,  call- 
ing him  "  a  dull  fellow."  Boswell.  "  I  underftand  he  was  referved,  and 
might  appear  dull  in  company  i  but  furely  he  was  not  dull  in  poetry.'*"  - 
Johnson.  ^*  Sir,  he  was  duU  in  company,  dull  in  his  clofet>  dull  every 
where.  He  was  dull  in  a  new  way,  and  that  niade  many  pec^le  think  hint 
GREAT.  He  was  a  mechanical  poet."  He  then  repeated  feme  ludicrous' 
lines,  which  have  efcaped  my  memory,  and  faid,  ''  Is  not  that  great,  like 
his  Odes  V  Mrs.  Thrak  maintained  that  his  Odes  were  melodious  i  upooi 
which  he  exclaimed,  ' 


u 


Weave  the  warp,  and  weave  the  woof i'V 


I  added,  in  a  fblemn  tone> 

"  The  wiading-iheet  of  Edward's  race.*" 

^ere  is  a  good  line."— •<  Aye,  (faid  he,)  and  thfe  next  Hnc  is  a  good  onei*^ 
(pronouncing  it  contemptuoufly) : 

**  Give  ample  verge  and  room  enough,'^—* 

^  No>  Sir,  ticre  arc  but  two  good  ftanzas  in  Gray's  poetry,,  which  are  in  hU 
*  Elegy  in  a  Country  Church-yard.'*^    He  then  repeated  the  ilanza,, 

**  For  who  to  dumb  forgetfulnefs  a  prey,*'  &c.. 

miftaking  one  word;   for  inllead  of  precinifs  he  faid  confines.     He  added> 
**  The  other  ftanza  I  forget." 

A  young  lady  who  had  married  a  man  much  her  inferiour  in  rank  being 
mentioned,  a  queftion  arofe  how  a  woman^s  relations  fhould  behave  to  her 
in  fuch  a  fituation  >  an3,  while  I  recapitulate  the  debate,  and  recoiled  what  has 
fince  happened,  I  cannot  but  be  ftruck  in  a  manner  that  delicacy  forbids  mc 
to  exprefs.  ^  While  I  contended  that  fhe  ought  to  be  treated  with  aa  inflexible 
fteadinefe  of  difpleafure,  Mrs.  Thrale  was  all  for  mildncfs  and  forgivenefs,  and, 

s  See  <<  Projodia  RaUmalu ;  of ,  an  E(&y  towards  eftahliihii^  the  Melody  and  Meafiiie  of 
Speeclv  t9  be  expiefled  aid  perpetuated  by  pcculiai  Symbols*^'    LoodoD,  1 779^ 

I  according 
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mccording  to  the  vulgar  phrafc,  making  the  bcft  of  a  bad  bargain.    Johxson.      177J. 
"  Madam,  we  muft  diftinguUh.     Were  I  a  man  of  rank,  I  would  not  let  a  ^iJ][Jf5^ 
daughter  ftarvc  who  had  made  a  mean  marriage;   but  having  voluntarily         x     * 
degraded  hcrfelf  from  the  ftation  which  (he  was  originally  entitled  to  hold,  I 
would  ilipport  her  only  in  that  which  Iho'herfelf  has  chofen ;  and  would  not  put 
her  on  a  level  with  my  other  daughters.    You  are  to  confider.  Madam,  that 
it  is  our  duty  to  maintain  the  fubordination  of  civilifcd  fociety;  and  when  there 
is  a  grofs  and  fhameflil  deviation  from  rank,  it  fhould  be  punifhed  fo  as  to 
deter  others  from  the  fame  pervcrfion.'* 

After  frequently  confidering  this  fubjeft,  I  am  more  and  more  confirmed 
in  what  I  then  meant  to  exprefs,  and  which  was  lanftioned,  by  the  autho- 
rity, and  illuftrated  by  the  wildom,  of  Johnfon;  and  I  think  it  of  the 
utmoft  coniequence  to  the  happinefs  of  Society,  to  which  fubordination  is 
abfolutely  neceflary.  It  is  weak,  and  contemptible,  and  unworthy,  in  a  parent 
to  relax  in  fuch  a  cafe.  It  is  facrificing  general  advantage  to  private  feelings. 
And  kt  it  be  confidered,  that  the  claim  of  a  daughter  who  has  adted  thus,  to 
be  reftored  to  her  fornner  fituadon,  is  either  fantaflical  or  unjuft.  If  there  be 
no  value  in  the  diftindion  of  raiik,  what  does^ihe  fufferby  being  kept  in  the 
fituation  to  which  fhe  has  defcended  ?  If  there  be  a  value  in  that  diftin<5tiofl, 
it  ought  to  be  fteadily  maintained.  If  indulgence  be  ihewn  to  fuch  condudt, 
and  die  offenders  know  that  in  a  longer  or  Ihorter  time  they  Aall  be  received 
as  well  as  if  they  had  not  contaminated  their  blood  by  a  bafe  alliance,  the 
great  check  upon  that  inordinate  caprice  which  generally  occafions  low  mar- 
riages, will  be  removed,  and  the  fair  and  comfortable  order  of  improved  life 
will  be  miferably  dilhirbed. 

Lord  Chefterficld's  letters  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  faid,  "  It  was  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  they  had  fo  great  a  iale,  confidering  that  they  were  the 
letters  of  a  ftatefman,  a  wit,  one  who  had  been  fo  much  in  the  mouths  of 
mankind,  one  long  accuftomed  virum  votitare  per  ora.*^ 

On  Friday,  March  31,  I  fupped  with  him  and  fome  friendrf^at  a  tavern. 
One  of  the  company  attempted,  with  too  much  fbrwardnels,  to  rally  him  on  his 
late  appearance  at  the  theatre;  but  had  reafon  to  repent  of  his  temerity. 
«  Why,  Sir,  did  you  go  to  Mrs.  Abington's  benefit  ?  Did  you  fee  ?"  Johnson. 
«NoiSh-.''  "  Did  you  hear  ?"  Johnson.  «  No,  Sir."  «  Why  then.  Sir, 
did  you  go  ?'*  Johnson.  *'  Becaufe,  Sir,  fhe  is  a  favourite  of  the  publick : 
and  when  the  publick  cares  the  thoufandth  part  for  you  that  it  does  for  her, 
I  will  go  to  your  benefit  too." 

O  o  o  a  Next 
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Next  morning  I  won  a  fmall  bett  from  Lady  Diana  Beauclerk,  by  afldng^ 
him  as  to  one  of  his  particularities,  which  her  Ladyfhip  laid  I  durft  not  do. 
Itfeems  he  had  been  frequently  obferved  at  the  club  to.  put  into  his  pocket 
the  Seville  oranges,  after  he  had  iqueezcd  the  juice  of  them  into  the  drink 
which  he  made  for  himfelf.  Beauclerk  and  Garrick  talked  of  it  to  me, .  and 
feemed  to  think  that  he  had  a  ftrange  unwillingnefs  to  be  difcovered.  Wc 
could  not  divine,  what  he  did  with  them ;  and  this  was  the  bold  queftion  ta 
be  put..  I  fkw  on  his  table  the  ipoils  of  the  preceding  night, .feme  frefh  peels 
nicely  fcraped  and  cut  into  pieces.  "  O,  Sir, .  (faid  I,)  I  now  partly  fee  what 
you  do  with  the  fqueezed  oranges  which  you  put  mto  your  pocket  at  the  club.*' 
JoHNflON..  "  I  have  a.great  love  for  them."  Bos  well.  "  And  pray,  Sir,  what, 
do  you  do  with  them  ?  You  fcrape  them,  it  feems,,  very  neatly,  and  what 
next?"  Johnson.  "  I  let  them  dry„  Sir."  Boswell.  "And  what  next?*' 
**  Johnson.-  "  Nay,.  Sir,  you  ihall  know  their  fete  no  further.!*  Boswell.. 
**  Then  the  world  muft  be  left  in  the  dark..  It  muft  be  faid,  (afluming  a 
mock  folemnity,)  he  fcraped  them,,  and  let  them  dry,  but  what  he  did  with 
them  next,  he  never  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  tell.**  Johnson.  "  Nay^ 
Sir,  you  fliould  fay  it  more,  emphatically : — ^he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon> 
even,  by  his  deareft  friends,  to  telL'* 

He  had  this  morning  received  his  Diploma  as  Do6tor  of  Laws  from  the 
Univerfity  of  Oxford..  He  did  not  vaunt  of  his  new  dignity,  but  I  underftood 
he  was  highly  pleafed  with  it.  I  ihall  here  infert  the  progrefs  and  completion 
of  that  high  academical  honour,  in  the  fame  manner  as  I  have  traced  his. 
obtaining  that  of  Matter  of  Arts. 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Fothergill,  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford^ 
to  be  communicated  to  the  Heads  of  HoufeSy  and  propofed  in  Convocation. 

^^  Mr.  Vice-Chancellor  and  Gendcmen, 

^\  THE  honour  of  the  degree  of  M.  A.  by  diploma,  formerly  con- 
ferred upon  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson,  in  confequence  of  his  having  eminently 
diftinguilhed' himfelf  by  the  publication  of  a  feries  (^  eflays,.  excellently  calcu- 
lated to  form  the  manners  of  the  people,  and  in  which  the  caufe  of  religioa 
and  morality  has  been  maintained  and  recommended  by  the  ftrongeft  powers 
of  argument  and  efegance  of  language,  rcflefted  an  equal  degree  of  luftre 
upon  the  Univerfity  itfclf* 

«  The 
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*^  The  many  learned  labours  which  have  fince  tliat  time  employed  the  177^. 
attention  and  difplayed  the  abilities  of  that  great  man,  fo  much  to  the  advance-  "^^JtzTls 
ment  of  literature  and  the  benefit  of  the  community,  render  him  worthy  of 
more  diftinguiilied  honours  in  the  republick  of  letters :  and  I  perfuade  myfelfi 
that  I  fhall  a6t  agreeably  to  the  fentiments  of  the  whole  Univerfity,  in  defiring 
that  it  may  be  propolcd  in  Convocation  to  confer  on  him  the  degree  of  Doftor 
in  Civil  Law  by  diploma,  to  which  I  readily  give  my  confcnt  j  and  am, 

*'  Mn  Vice-Chancellor  and  Gentlemen, 

"  Your  afFeftionate  friend  and  fervant, 

«  Downing-ftrect,  "NORTH V^ 

March  ij,  1774." 

Diploma* 

^  CAN  CELL  ARIXJSy  Magiftri^  et  Scholares  Univerfttatis  Oxonienjisy  omnibus 
ad  quos  pr^efentes  liter  a  pervenerinty  Salutem  in  Domino  Sempitemam. 

"  SciATis,  virum  iSuflrem,  Samvelem  J OHif son,   in  omni  bumani^ 

arum  liter  arum  genere  eruditum,  omniumque  fcientiarum  comprebenjione  feliciffimum, 

Jcriptis  fuisy  ad  popularium  mores  formandos  Jummd  verborum  elegantid  ac  fenten-- 

tiarum  gravitate  compofitisy  it  a  olim  inclaruijjey  ut  dignus  videretur  cui  ab  Academid 

Jud  eximia  qua  dam  laudis  pramia  defer entury   quique  venerabilem  Magiftrorum 

Ordinemfummd  cum  dignitate  cooptaretur: 

*^  CUm  verb  eundAn  clariffimum  virum  tot' pofteitantiquc  labor esy  in  patrid 
prafertim  lingua  omandd  et  ftabiliendd  f elicit er  impenjiy  it  a  injigniverinty  ut  its 
Liter  arum  Republic  a  Pkiuczps  jam  et  Fkimakivs  jure  babeatur ;  Nos  Cancel- 
L ARius,.  Magiftri  et  Scbolares  Univerfttatis  OxonienftSy  quo  talis  viri  merita  pari 
bonoris'  remuneratione  exaquentury  et  perpetuum  fua  fimd  laudisy  noftraque  erga 
lit  eras  propenfifjima  voluntatis  extet  monumentumy  in  folenni  Convocatione  DoHorum 
et  Magiftrorum  regentium  et  non  regentium,  priediffum  Samuelem  Johnson 
DoSlorem  in  Jure  Cruili  renundavimus  et  conftituimusy  eumque  virtute  pr^entis 
Diplomatis  Jingulis  juribus,  privilegiis  et  bonoribusy  ad  iftum  gradum  quiqui 
pertinentibusy  frui  et  gaudere  juffimus.  In  cujus  rei  teftimonium  commune  Univerfi-- 
tat  is  Oxonienfts  ftgiUum  prafentibus  apponi  fecimus. 

"  Datum  in  Domo  noftra  Convocationis  die  tricefimo  men/is  Martii,  Am(t 
Domini  MillefimOyfeptingenteftmOy  feptuagefim  qninto'^" 

^  Extiailed  from  the  Convocation  Regifter,  Oxford* 
'  The  original  is  in  my  poffeffion. 

«'  nr$ 
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'77^ 

■gjjj'g^  "  Viro  reverendo  Thom^  Fothergill,  S,T,P,  Univerfitatis  Oxmai/U 

Vice-  Cancellario, 

«  S.  P.  D. 
"  Sam.  Johnson. 

*'  MULCTS  nm eft  opusy  ut tefiimonium quPy  tepr/e/idey  Oxmenfes  n$mm 
meumfofteris  ctmmenddrunty  quali  animo  acceperim  compertum  faciam.  Nemo  ftH 
placens  nm  latatur  \  nemo  fibi  non  placet ^  qm  vobisy  liter  arum  arhitrisy  placer e 
potuit.  Hoc  tamen  habet  incommodi  tantum  beneficium,  quod  mibi  nunquam  poftbie 
fine  veftra  fama  detriment o  vel  labi  liceat  vel  cejfare  \  Jemperque  Jit  timendwn^  nc 
quod  mibi  tam  eximia  laudi  eft,  vobis  aliquandoftat  opprobrio.    Vale  ^' 

*•  ;•  Id.  Apr.  1775." 


8  '« 


He  revifed  fome  fheets  of  Lord  Hailes's  "Annals  of  Scodand/*  and  wrote 
a  few  notes  on  the  niargin  with  red  ink,  which  he  bade  me  tell  his  Lordfhip 
^d  not  fink  into  the  paper,  and  might  be  wiped  off  with  a  wet  iponge,  £> 
that  he  did  not  Ipoil  his  manufcript.  I  told  him  there  were  very  few  of  his 
friends  {q  accurate  as  that  I  could  Venture  to  put  down  in  writing  what  they 
told  me  as  his  fayihgs.  Johnson.  "  Why  fliould  you  write  down  my  fay- 
ings  V^  BoswsLL.  "  I  write  them  when  they  are  good/'  Johnson.  *'  Nay, 
you  may  as  well  write  down  die  fayings  of  any  one  elfe  that  are  good/* 
But  wbercy  I  might  with  great  propriety  have  added,  can  I  find  fuch  ? 

I  vifited  him  by  appointment  in  the  evening,  and  we  drank  tea  with  Mrs. 
Williams.  He  told  me  that  he  had  been  in  the  company  of  a  gendeman 
whofe  extraordinary  travels  had  been  much  the  fubjefl:  of  converfadon.  But 
I  found  tiut  he  had  not  liftened  to  him  with  that  fiall  confidence,  without  which 
diere  is  litde  fausfa£tion  in  the  fociety  of  travellers*  I  was  curious  to  hear 
what  opinion  fb  able  a  judge  as  Johnfon  had  formed  of  his  abilities,  and  I 
alked  if  he  was  not  a  man  of  fenfe.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  he  is  not  a  dif- 
dn£t  relater;  and  I  ihou^d  fay,  he  is  neither  abounding  nor  deficient  in  fenfe. 
I  did  not  perceive  any  fuperiority  of  underflanding."  Boswbll.  *^  But  will 
you  not  allow  him  a  noblenefs  of  refoludon,  in  penetrating  into  distant  regions?" 

'  "  The  original  ia  in  ihe  hands  of  Dr.  PothergiU,  then  Vice-Chancellor,  who  made  this 
tranfcript. 

«  T.  Wartok.** 

Johnson. 
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JoHNTSON.  *^  That,  Sir,  is  not  to  the  prefent  purpofe :  wc  are  talking  of  his 
fenfe.     A  fighting  cock  has  a  noblenefs  of  relblution." 

Next  day,  Sunday,  April  a,  1  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Hoole's.  We  talked 
of  Pope.  Johnson.  "He  wrote  his  *Dunciad'  for  fame.  That  was  his  primary 
motive.  Had  it  not  been  for  that,  the  dunces  might  have  railed  againft  him 
till  they  were  we^ry,  without  his  troubling  himfclf  about  them.  He  delighted 
to  vex  them,  no  doubt  i  but  he  had  more  delight  in  feeing  how  well  he  could 
ycx  them." 

The  "  Odes  to  Obfcurity  and  Oblivion,"  in  ridicule  of  **  cool  Mafbn  and 
warm  Gray,"  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  faid,  "  They  are  Colman's  bcft 
things."  Upon  its  being  obferved  that  it  was  believed  thefe  Odes  were  made 
by  Colman  and  Lloyd  jointly ;— Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  how  can  two  people 
make  an  Ode  ?  Perhaps  one  made  one  of  therrt,  and  one  the  other."  I 
obferved  that  two  people  had  made  a  play,  and  quoted  the  anecdote  of  Beau- 
mont and  Fletcher,  who  were  brought  under  fli^icion  of  trcafon,  becaufe 
while  concerting  the  plan  of  a  tragedy  when  fitting  together  at  a  tavern,  one 
of  them  was  overheard  faying  to  the  other,  ^  Til  kill  the  King.*  Johnson.. 
**  The  firft  of  thefe  Odes  is  the  bed :  but  they  are  both  good.  They  expofcd 
a  very  bad  kind  of  writing."  Boswell.  "  Surely,  Sir,  Mr.  Mafbn's  "  Elfrida 
is  a  fine  poem  :  at  leaft  you  will  allow  there,  are  ibme  good  paflages  in  it. 
Johnson.  <'  There  are  now  and  then  ibme  good  imitations  of  Milton  s  bad 
manner." 

I  often  wondered,  at  his  low  eftimation  rf  the  writings  <^  Gray  and  Mafbn.. 
Of  Gray's  poetry  1  have,,  in  a  former  part  of  this  work,  expieflcd  my  high 
opinion ;  and  for  that  of  Mr..  Mafon  I  have  ever  entertained  a  warm  admi^ 
ration.  His  "  Elfrida"  is  exquifite,  both  in  poetical  defcription  and  moral 
fentiment ;  and  his  *<^  Cara£lacus  "  is  a  noble  drama.  Nor  can  I  omit  paying; 
my  tribute  of  praife  to  fbme  of  his  fmaller  poems  which  I  have  read  with 
pleafurCi  and  which  no  criticifm.  (hall  perfuade  me  not  to  like.  If  I  won- 
dered at  Johnfon's  not  tailing  the  works  of  Maibn  and  Gray,  ftill  more  have 
I  wondered  at  their  not  tailing  his  works ;  that  they  ifaoukl  be  iqienfibk  to  his 
energy  of  didion,  to  his  fplendour  of  images>  and  comprehcnfion  of  thought. 
Taftes  may  differ  as  to  the  violin^  the  fhite,  the  hautboy,  in  fhort,  all  the 
lefTer  inflruments :  but  who  can  be  infenfible  to  die  powerful  impreffions  oi 
the  majeflick  organ  ? 

His  "  Taxation  no  Tyranny"  bekig  mentioned,  he  feid,  "  I  think  1  have 

not  been  attacked  enough  for  it.    Ascack  is  the  FS-adtioA.    I  never  think  I 

hsavg 
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1775-      have  hit  hard,  unlefs  it  rebounds."     Boswell.  *^  I  don't  know,  Sir,  what  yew 

IStat.  65!  would  be  at.     Five  or  fix  Ihots  of  fmall  arms  in  every  newfpaper,  and  repeated 

cannonading  in  pamphlets,  might,  I  think  fatisfy  you.     But,  Sir,  you'll  never 

make  out  this  match,  of  which  we  have  talked,  with  a  certain  political  lady, 

fince  you  are  fo  fevere  againft  her  principles,"     Johnson.  *^  Nay,  Sir,  I  have 

the  better  chance  for  that.     She  is  like  the  Amazons  of  old ;  flie  mull  be 

-^   A  Q  '     courted  by*the  fword.     But  I  have  not  been  fevere  upon  her.'^«.  BoswELLy^*-*^*-'>^wJ 

'/ co-r^J^^^-^y      *    y^"Yes,  Sir,  you  have  made  her  ridiculous."     Johnson.  "  That  ^as  already 

/j  ^  f^ ^' ^  ^- ^^'-^  ^ [^    Aonty   Sir.     To  endeavour  to  make  her  ridiculous,    is  like  blacking  the 

/^  chimney:" 

I  put  him  in  mind  that  the  landlord  at  Ellon  in  Scotland  faid,  that  he 
.heard  he  was  the  greateft  man  in  England, — next  to  Lord  Mansfield.     "  Aye, 
Sir,  (faid  he,)  the  exception  defined  the  idea.     A  Scotchman  could  go  no 
farther : 

^*  The  force  of  Nature  could  no  farther  go.** 

Lady  Miller's  coUeftion  of  verfes  by  fafhionable  people,  which  were  put 

'into  her  Vafe  at  Batheaflon  villa,    near  Bath,    in  competition  for  honorary 

prizes,  being  mentioned,  he  held  them  very  cheap :  "  BotUs  rimes  (faid  he,) 

is  a  mere  conceit,  and  an  old  conceit  now  %  I  wonder  how  people  were  per- 

.luaded  to  write  in  that  manner  for  this  lady."    I  named  a  gentleman  of  his 

acquaintance,  who  wrote  for  the  Vafe.     Johnson.  *^  He  was  a  blockhead  for 

»his  pains."    Boswell.  "  The  Duchefs  of  Jforthumberland  wrote."   Johnson. 

^'  Sir,  the  Duchefs  of  Northumberland  may  do  what  Ihe  pleafes :  Jiobody 

will  fay  any  thing  to  a  lady  of  her  high  rank.     But  I  ihould  be  apt  to  throw 

^i^W^^-^******'s  verfes  in  his  face." 

I  talked  of ,  the  cheerfiilnels  of  Flcet-ftreet,  owing  to  the  conftant  quick 
fucceffion  of  people  which  we  perceive  palling  through  it.  Johnson.  "  Why, 
Sir,  Fleet-ftreet  has  a  very. animated  appearance  j  but  I  think  the  fiiU  tide  of 
human  cxiftence  is  at  Charing-crofs." 

He  made  the  common  remark  on  the  unhappinefs  which  men  who  have 
led  a  bufy  life  experience,  when  they  retire  in  expedtation  of  enjoying  them- 
felves  at  eafe,  .and  that  Jthey  .generally  languifli  for  want  of  their  habitual 
occupation,  and  wiih  to  return  to  it.  He  mentioned  as  ftrong  an  inftance  of 
this  as  can  well  be  imagined.  ^'  An  eminent  tallow-chandler  in  London,  who 
had  acquired  a  confiderable  fortune,  gave  up' the  trade  in  fkvour  of  his  foreman^ 
and  went  to  live  at  a  country-houfc  near  town.  He  foon  grew  weary,  and 
paid,  frequent  vifits  to  his  old  fliop,  where  he  deficed  they  might  let  him  know 

their 
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iheir  melting-^Sy  smd  he  would  come  and  afiUt  them  $  which  he  according^ 
"did.  Hercj  Sir,  was  a  man,  to  whom  the  moft  difgufting  circumflance  in 
the  bufinefs  to  which  he  had  been  ufed,  was  a  relief  from  idlenefs/' 

On  Wcdnefday,  April  5,  I  dined  with  him  at  Meflieurs  Dillys,  with  Mr.^ 
John  Scott  of  AmwcU,  the  Quaker,  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Miller,  (now  Sir  John,) 
and  Dr.  Thomas  Campbell,  an  IriCh  clergyman,  whom  I  took  the  liberty  jof 
inviting  to  Meflieurs  Dillys'  table,  having  feen  him  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  and  been 
told  that  he  had  come  to  England  chiefly  with  a  view  to  fee  Dn  Johnibn,  for 
whom  he  entertained  the  highefl:  veneration.  -  He  has  fince  publiflied  "  A 
philofophical  Survey  of  the  South  of  Ireland,"  a  very  entertaining  book^ 
which  has,  however,  one  feult  j— that  it  aflumes  the  fictitious  charafter  of  an 
Englifliman. 

We  talked  of  publick  ipeaking.-^JoHNsoN.  "  We  mufl:  not  eflimate  a 
man's  powers  by  his  being  able  or  not  able  to  deliver  his  fentiments  in  publick. 
Jiaac  Hawkins  Browne,  one  of  the  firfl  wits  of  this  country,  got  into  parliament, 
and  never  opened  his  mouth.  For  my  own  part,  I  think  it  is  more  di^raceful 
never  to  try  to  ipeak,  than  to  try  it  and  £iil ;  as  it  is  more  difgniceful  not  to 
fight,  than  to  fight  and  be  beaten.'*  This  argument  appeared  to  me  fallacious  s 
for  if  a  man  has  not  ipoken,  it  may  be  iaid  that  he  would  have  done  very 
well  if  he  had  tried;  whereas,  if  he  has.  tried  and  failed,  there  is  nothing  to 
be  faid  for  him.  ^^  Why  then,  (I  aflced,)  is  it  thought  difgracefiil  for  a  man 
not  to  fight,  and  not  difgraceful  not  to  ipeak  in  publick  ?"  Johnson.  <*  Becauie 
there  may  be  other  reaibns  for  a  man's  not  fpeaking  in  publick  than  want  of 
refolution:  he  may  have  nothing  to  fay,  (laughing).  Whereas,  Sir,  you 
know  courage  is  reckoned  the  greateft  of  all  virtues ;  becauie,  unleis  a  man 
has  that  virtue,  he  has  no  fecurity  for  preferving  any  other.'' 

He  obfervcd,  that  "  the  fbitutes  againfl:  bribery  were  intended  to  prevent 
upilarts  with  money  from  getting  into  parliament ;"  adding,  that  "  if  he  were  a 
gendeman  of  landed  property,  he  would  turn  out  all  his  tenants  who  did  not 
vote  for  the  candidate  whom  he  iiipported."  Langton.  "  Would  not  that. 
Sir,  be  checking  the  freedom  of  elcftion  ?"  Johnson.  "  Sir,  the  kw  does  not 
mean  that  the  privilege  of  voting  fhould  be  independent  <jf  old  fiunily  intereits 
of  the  permanent  property  of  the  country." 

On  Thurfday,  April  6,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Thomas  Davics's,  with 
Mr.  Hicky  the  painter,  and  my  old  acquaintance  Mr.  Moody  the  player. 

Dr.  Johnfon,  as  ufual,  fpoke  contemptuoufly  of  CoUcy  Cibber.  **  It  is  won- 
derful that  a  man,  who  for  forty  years  had  lived  with  the  great  and  the  witty, 
flaould  have  acquired  fo  ill  the  mlCnts  of  converfadon :  and  he  had  but  half  to 

P  p  p  .      .  fumilh  J 
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ftrmfhj  &r  one  half  of  what  he  &id  wa«  oaths.'*    He,  however,  altowccF 
coAfiderablc'  merit  tx>  fomc  of  his  comedies^  and  &id  there  was  no  reafon  to» 
believe  that  "  The  Careleii  Hufbaod  '*  was  not  written  by  himielf.     Davici 
faid,,  he- was  the  firft  dramadck  writer  who  introduced  genjteej  jbdics  upon  the 
A^ge.    Jobnfon  refiiced  this  obfervatioa  by  inftandflg.  Several  foch  charaAers 
in  comedies  before' his  tinie..  Davijes.  (tryii>gto  defend  Uimfelf  from.a  char^ 
of  Ignorance,)  "  I  mean  genccelinoral  characters. "    « I  diink  (faid  Hicky,) 
gendlity  and  morality  are  infeparablp."    Boswul.  "^y  no  means»  Sir.    The 
genteeleft  characters  are  often  the  mofl:  immoral.    Does  not^Lord  Chefterfiekt' 
give  precepts  for  uniting  wickedncfs  and  the  graces  ?     A  man,,  indeed,  is  not 
genteel  when  he  gets  drunk ;  but  mofl:  vices  may  be  committed  loeiy  genteely : 
a  man  may  debauch  his  friend's  wife  genteely :  he  may  cheat  at  cards  genteely." 
HicK.Y.  <'  I  do  not  think  tbat  is  gentoeL"  Bqswelu  ^'  Sir,  it  may  not  be  like  a 
gentleman,  but  it  may  be  geniselJ'  JoHNaoM^  ^  You  are  meaning  two  different 
things.     One  means  extcriour  graces  the  other  honour.    It  is  certain,  that  a 
man  may  be  very  immoral  with  exteriour  grace*.    Lovelace,  in  ^Clarifla,*  is  a 
▼ery  genteel  and  a  very  wicked  character.  Tom  Hervey,.  who  died  t'other  day, , 
&ough  a  vicious  man,  was  oi^e  of  the  genteeldEt  men  that  ever  Cved/'    Tom 
Davies  inftanced  Charles  the  Second.  Jouvson,  (taking  fire  at  any  attack. upon  - 
this  Prince,  for  whom  he  had  an  esctraordinary  partiality,)  <^  Charles  the  Second- 
was  licentious  in  his  pradice ;  but  he  always  hgd  a  reverence  for  what  was  good. 
Charles  the  Second  knew  his  people,  and  rewarded  merit.     The  Church  was 
•at  no  time  better  filled  than  in  his  reign.     He  was  the  beft  Kijig  we  have  had 
from  bk  time  till  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majcfty,  except  James  the  Second, . 
who  was  a  very  good  King,  but  unhappily  believed,  that  it  was  neceflary  for 
the  falvation  of  his  fubjeCts  that  they  ihould  be  Roman  Catholicks.    He  had  the 
merit  of  endeavouring  to  do  what  he  thought  was  for  the  falvation  of  the  jbuls 
of  his  fubjefts,  till  he  loft  a  great  entire,     ff^e, ,  who  thought  that  we  fliould 
net  be  faved  if  we  were  Roman  Catholicks>^had  the  merit  of  mainouning  our 
religk)n,  at  the  expence  of  fubmitting  ourfelves  to  the  governmem  of  ICing 
William,  (for  it  could  not  be  done  otherwife,) — to  the  gpvernment  of  one  of. 
the  moft  worthkfs  fcoundrels^hait  ever  exifted.    No  j  Charles  the  Second  w^ 
not  fuch  a  man  as  y  ^iff.  -^  (naming  another  King).   He  did  not  dcltroy  his 
Other's  wilL  He  took  money,  indeed,  from  France :  but  he  did  not  betray  Aole 
over  whom  he  ruled :  he  did  not  let  the  French  fleet  pais  ours.    George  the 
Firft  knew  nothing,  and  dcfired  to  Jtnow  nothing  j  did  nothing,  and  defueri  to 
4o  nodiing:  and  the  only,  good  thing  that  is  told  of  him  is,  that  he  wifhed  ta 
4:€florc  die  crown  to  its  hereditary  fucceflv^'.'    He  roared  with  pnxUgious 
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^olcnfcc  agamfl  George  the  Second.    When  he  ceafed»  Moody  inteije&ed,  ia 
an  Irifli  tone,  and  with  a  comkk  look^  "  Ah  1  poor  George  the  Second/* 

I  mentioned  that  Dn  Thomas  Campbell  had  come  &om  Ireland  to  Lohdon, 
principally  to  fee  Dr.  Johnibn.  He  feemed  angry  at  this  obiervation.  Davies. 
^^  Why,  you  know.  Sir,  there  came  a  man  from  Spain  to  fee  Liivy  ^ ;  and 
Corelli  came  to  England  to  iee  Purcell,  and,  when  he  heard  he  was  dead» 
went  direflJy  back  again  to  Italy."  Johmsom.  *'  I  fhould  not  hare  wilhcd  to 
be  dead  to  difappoint  CampbeU,  had  he  necn  fb  fooBih  as  yoti  reprefent  him  ; 
but  I  ihoidd  hare  wiihed  to  hare  beeii  a  hundred  miles  oC"  This  was. 
apparendy  perverfe ;  and  I  do  believe  it  was  not  his  real  way  of  thinking :  he 
could  not  but  Hke  ^  man  who  tame  ib  far  to  fee  him»  He  laughed  with 
fome  complacency,  when  I  told  him  Campbell's  odd  expredion  to  me  con^ 
cernmg  him :  ^^  That  having  feen  ftich  a  man,  was  a  thing  to  talk  of  a  century 
hence  /' — as  if  he  could  live  fo  long. 

We  got  into  an  argumeiit  whether  the  Ju^%es  who  went  to  India  might 
with  propriety  engage  in  trade.  John£>a  warmly  npiaintained  that  they  mighu 
'^  For  why.  (he  urg^)  fhould  not  Judges  get  riches,  as  well  as  tbofe  wh» 
deferve  them  Itfs.'*  I  faid,  they  fhould  hten  fuilkient  fklaries,  and  have  nothing 
to  take  off  their  attention  from  the  affairs  of  the  pubfick^  Johnsok.  '*  No 
Judge,  Sir,  can  give  his  whole  attention  to  his  office ;  and  it  is  very  proper  that 
he  fhould  employ  what  time  he  has  to  himfelf^  for  his  own  advantage,  in  the 
mofl  profitable  manner.*'  **  Then,  Sir,  (fjud  Davies,  who  enlivened  the  dilute 
by  making  it  fomewhat  dramatick,)  he  may  become  an  irtfurer ;  and  when  he 
is*  going  to  the  bench,  he  may  be  flopped,—*  Your  Lordlhip  cannot  go  yet : 
here  is  a  bunch  of  invoices:  fcvcral  fhips  are  about  to  fail,"  Johnson. 
*'  Sir,  you  may  as  well  faj  a  judge  fhould  not  have  a  houfe ;  for  they  may 
comfe  and  tell  him,  *  Your  Lordlhip's  houfe  is  on  firc;*  and  fo,  inftead  of 
minding  the  bufinefs  -of  his  Court,  he  is  to  be  occupied  in  getting  the  engine 
with  the  grcatefl  fpced.  There  is  no  end  of  this.  Every  Judge  who  has  land, 
trades  to  a  certain  extent  in  corn  or  in  cattle  -,  and  in  the  land  itfelfi  undoubtedly* 
His  fleward  afts  for  him,  and  fo  do  clerks  for  a  great  merchant,  A  Judge 
may  be  a  farmer ;  but  he  is  not  to  geld  his  own  pigs.  A  Judge  may  play  a 
little  at  cards  for  his  amufementj  but  he  is  not  to  play  at  marbles,  or. at 
chuck-farthing  in  the  Piazza.  No,  Sir;  there  is  no  profefTion  to  which  a 
man  gives  a  very  great  proportion  of  his  time.  It  is  wonderful  when  a  calcu- 
lation is  made,  how  little  the  mind  is  adbually  employed  in  the  difcharge  of 
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any  profellion.  No  man  would  be  a  Judge,  upon  the  condidon  of  being 
obliged  to  be  totally  a  Judge.  The  beft  employed  lawyer  has  his  mind  at 
work  but  &r  a  fmall  proportion  of  his  time :  a  great  deal  of  his  occupation  is 
merely  mechanical. — I  once  wrote  fer  a  magazine :  I  made  a  calculation,  that 
if  I  fhould  write  but  a  page  a  day,  at  the  fame  rate,  I  (hould,  in  ten  years, 
write  nine  volumes  in  folio,  of  an  ordinary  fize  and  print."  Boswell.  "  Such- 
as  Carte's  Hiftory  ?"  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir.  When  a  man  writes  from  his  own 
iaiind^  he  writes  very  rapidly  *.  The  greateft  part  of  a  writer*s  rime  is  Ipent  m 
reading,  in  order  to  write :  a  man  will  turn  over  half  a  library  to  make  one  book.**^ 

I  argued  warmly  againft  the  Ju^s  trading,  and  mentioned  Hale  as  an 
Inftanc'e  of  a  perfcft  Judge,  who  devoted  himfelf  entirely  to  his  office, 
Johnson.  "  Hale>  Sir,  attended  to.  other  things  befide  law :  he  left  a  great 
cftate."  BoswELU  *^  That  was,,  becaufe  what  he  got,  accumulated  withoul: 
any  exertion  and  anxiety  on  his  part." 

"While  the  dilute  went  on,,  Moody  once  tried  to  j(ay  (bmethlng  upon  our  Hdc 
Tom  Davies  clapped  him  on  die  back,  to  encourage  him.  Beauclerk,  to* 
whom  I  mentioned  this  circumftance,  iaid,  that  ^^he  could  not  conceive  a  more 
humiliating  fituation  than  to  be  clapped  on  the  back  by  Tom.  Davies/' 

We  Ipoke  of  Rolt,.  to  whofcDiftionaryof  Gommerce,.  Dr..  Johnfon  wroct- 
the  Prefece^  Johnson*  ^^  Old  Gardner  die  bookfeUer.  employed  Rolt  andi; 
Smart  to  write  a.  monthly  mifcellariy>  called  *  The  Vifitor/  There  was  a  fbrmaL 
written  contrad,  which  Allen  the  printer  faw«.  Gardner  thought  as  you  dot 
of  the  Judge.  They  were  bound  to  write  nothing  elfe.  They  were  to  have,  i 
think>  a  third  of  the  profiDs  of  this  fixpenny  pamphlet;  aad  the  contra  A  was. 
fi)r  ninety-nine  yeais.  I  wi/h  I  had  thought  o(  giving  this  to  Thurlow,  in  the* 
eaule  about  literary  Property.  What  an  exceUent  inftance  would  it  have  been* 
of  die  opprcflion  of  bookfellers  towards  poor  authours !"  (fmiling).  Davies^ 
sealous  for  the  honour  of  Jbe.  Trade,  laid>  Gardner  was  not  properly  a  book- 
lelleF.  Johnsok..  "  Nay,.  Sir;  he  certainly  was  a  bookieller.  He  had  fcrved 
his  time  regularly,,  was*  a  member  of  the  Stationers*  company,,  kept  a  Ihop  in» 
the  face  of  mankind,  purchafed  copy-right,  and  was  a  iMi^ole,ySir,.  in  everyr 
fenfe.  I  wrote  for  fome  months  in  *  The  Vifitor,*  for  poor  Sraartj,  while  he, 
was  mad,  not  then  knowing  the  terms  on  which  he  was  engaged  to  write,  and; 
thinking  I  was  doing  him  good.  I  hoped  his  wits  would  foon  return  to  him.. 
Mine  returned  to  me,  and  I  wrote  in  *  The  Vifitor'  no  longer.. 

*  Johnfon  certainty  did,  who  had  a  ihind  ftorcd  with  knowledge,  and  teeming  with  ihiageiy :. 
4»ut  the  ohfecvatioiLis  not  applicable  19  writers  in  generaU 

Fridays 


THE    XIFE    OF    DR.    JOHi^SON.  477. 

Friday,  April  7>  I  dined  with  him  at  a  tavern,  with  a  numerous  company.  '775- 
Johnson.  "  I  have  been  reading  /  Twifi^s  Travels  in  Spain,'  which  are  juft  ^EtatTd^* 
come  out.  They  are  as  good  as  the  firft  book  of  travels  that  you  will  take  up. 
They  are  as  good  a&  thofe  of  Keyfler  or  BlainviUe ;  nay,  as  Addifon's,  if  you 
except  the  learning.  They  are  not  fo  good  as^  Brydone's,  but  they  are  better 
than  Pococke's.  I  have  not>  indeed,  cut  the  leaves  yet  i  but  I  have  read  in 
them  where  the  pages  are  open,  and  I  do  not  fuppoie  that  what  is  in  the  pages 
which  are  clofed  is  worfe  than  what  is  in  the  open  pages. — It  would  feem  (he 
added,)  that  Addifon  had  not  acquired  much  Italian  learning,  for  we  do  not 
find  it  introduced  into  his  writings.  The  only  inftancc  that  I  recolledt,  is  his. 
quoting  *  Stavo  bene.     P&ftar  ffiegUoy  fto  j«/V* 

I  mentioned  Addilpn's  having  borrowed  many  of  his  clafllcal  remarks  from 
Leandro  Alberti.  Mr.  Beauclerk  faid,  ^^  It  was  alledged  that  he  had  borrowed 
alfo  from  another  Italian  authour/*  Johnson^  "  Why,  Sir>  all  who  go  ta 
look  for  what  the  Clafllcks  have  &id  of  Italy  nmft  find  the  fame  pailages  \. 
and  I  (hould  think  it  would  be  one  of  the  firft  things  the  Italians  would  do  on 
the  revival  of  learning,  to  collect  all  that  the  Roman  authours  had  faid  of  their 
country.'*  ^  ^J 

Offian  being  mentioned  5— Johnson.  «  Suppofing  the  Iriih  and  Erfc  Ian-  /  . 
guages  to  be  the  fame,  which  I  do  not  believe,  yet  as  there  is  no  reaibn  to  ^  ; 
ibppofe  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Highlands  and  Hebrides  ever  wrote  their 
native  language,  it  is  not  to  be  credited  that  a  long  poem  was  preferved  among 
them.  If  we  had  no  evidence  of  the  art  of  writing  being  pra6Ufed  in  one  of 
the  counties  of  England,  we  fhould  not  believe  that  a  long  poem  was  preferved 
therey  though  in  the  neighbouring  counties^  where  the  fame  language  was 
fpoken^  the  inhabitants  could  write.**  Bsauclerk.  "  The  ballad  of  LuUa- 
balero  was  once  in  the  mouths  of  all  the  people  of  this  countiy>  and  is  laid  ta 
have  had  a  great  eSe£t  in  bringing  about  the  Revolution.  Yet  I  queflion 
whether  any  body  can  repeat  it  now  \  which  ihews  how  improbable  it  is  that 
much  poetry  fhould  be  preferved  by  tradition." 

One  of  die  company  fuggefted  an  bternal  objedion  to  the  antiquity  of  the 
poetry  faid  to  be  Oflian's„  that  we  do  not  find  the  wolf  in  it,  which  muft  have 
been  the  cafe  had  it  been  of  that  age. 

The  mention  of  the  wolf  had  lai  Johnfoa  to  think  of  other  wild  beafts  y 
and  while  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds  and  Mr.  Langton  were  carrying  on  a  dialogue 
about  fomething  which  engaged  them  earneitly>  he,  ia  the  midft  of  itj^  broke 
out,  "  Pennant  tells  of  Bears—'*  [what  he  added,  I  have  forgotten.]  They 
went  on^  which  he  being  dull  of  hearing,  di(^  not  perceive,  or»  if  he  did,  waa 
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not  wiffing  to  break  oflT  his  talk ;  fo  hfe  contiaucd  to  vociferate  his  I'emarks, 
and  Bear  (•*  like  a^rord  in  a  catch, '^  as  Beaticlcrk  faid,)  ivas  repeatefllf  heard, 
at  intervals,  which  coming  from  him  who,  by  thofc  who  did  not  know  him, 
had  been  fo  often  aflimilated  to  that  ferocious  animal,  while  we  tvho  were 
fitting  around  could  hardly  ftifle  laughter,  produced  a  very  ludkrous  effe6t. 
Silence  having  enfued,  he  proceeded :  ^^  We  ate  told,  that  the  black  bear  is 
innocent  i  bbc  1  Ihould  not  like  to  trult  myfe!f  with  him.**  Mr.  Gibbon  mut- 
tertd,  in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  "  I  (hould  not  like  to  triifl:  myfelf  with  j^^/* 
This  piece  of  farcaftick  pleafantry  was  a  prudent  refolutioni  if  apfJied  to  a 
competition  of  abilities, 

"  Patriotifm  having  become  one  of  our  topicks,  Jdhnfon  fuddenly  uttered,  in 
a  ftrong  determined  tone,  an  apothegm,  at  which  many  will  ftart :  "  Patriotifm 
is  the  laft  refugi^  of  a  fcoundrcl."  But  let  it  be  confidered,  that  he  did  not 
mean  a  real  and  generous  love  of  our  coumrry,  but  that  pretended  patriotifm 
which  fo  many,  in  all  ages  and  countries,  have  made  a  .cloak  for  felf-intereft. 
I  maintained,  that, certainly  all  patriots  were  not  fcoundrels.  Being  urged  .(not 
by  Johnfon,)  to  name  -one  exception,  I  mentioned  an  eminent  perlbn,  whom 
we  all  greatly  admired.  Johnson.  ^  Sir,  I  do  not  lay  that  he  is  not  honeft; 
but  we  have  no  reafon  jcosconcludeirom  his  political  conduft  that  he  is  honeft. 
Were  he  to  accept  of  a  place  from  this  miniftry,  he  wouH  loic  that  charafter 
of  firmnefs  which  he  has^  and  might  be  turned  out  of  his  place  in  a  year. 
This  miniftry  is  neither  ftable,  nor  grateful  to  their  friends,  as  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  was  :  fo  that  he  may  think  it  inore  for  hi?  intereft  to  take  his  chance 
of  his  party  coming  in." 

Mrs.  Pritchard  being  mentioned,  lie  faid,  **  Her  playing  was  quite  mecha- 
nical. It  is  wonderful  how  little  mind  llie  had.  Sir,  Ihe  had  never  read  the 
tragedy  of  Macbeth  all  through.  She  no  more  thought  of  the  play  out  of 
which  her  part  was  taken,  than  a  ftioemaker  thinks  of  the  fkin,  but  of  which 
the  piece  of  leather,  of  which  he  is  making  a  pair  of  Ihoes,  is  cut. 

On  Saturday,  May  8,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  where  we  met  the 
Irifh  Dr.  Campbell.  Johnfon  had  fupped  the  night  before  at  Mrs.  Abington's, 
with  fome  fafhionablc  people  whom  he  named ;  and  he  feemed  much  pleafed 
with  having  made  one  in  fo  elegant  a  circle. 

Mrs.  Thralc,  who  frequently  praftifed  a  cbarfcmode  of  flattery,  by  repeating 

,  bis  bon  mots  in  his  hearing,  told  us  that  he  had  faid,  a  certain  celebrated  aftor 

was  juft  fit  to  ftand  at  the  door  of  an  audlion-room,  with  a  long  pole,  and  cry, 

^*  Pray,  gendemen,  walk  in  ;'*  and  that  a  certain  authour,  upon  hearing  this, 

had  faid,  that  another  ftill  morexelebrated  a<5bor  was  fit  for  nothing  better  than 
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tfiat,  iand  would  jMcfc  your  podcct  after  you  came  out.  Johnsok.  **  Nay,  my 
dear  lady,  there  is  no  wit  in  what  our  friend  added  -^  there  is  only  s^uie.  You 
may  as  well  fay  of  any  man  that  he  wiU  pick  a  pockets  Befides,  the  man  who 
is  ftationed  at  the  door  does  n^t  pick  peopk^s  pockets  :  that  is  done  within^ 
by  the  au(5tioneer." 

Mrs.  Thralc  toW  us,  that  Tom  Davles  repeated^  in  a  very  bald  manner, 
the  ftory  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  firft  repartee  to  me,  which  I  luve  related  exaftly*. 
He  fnade  me  fay,,  ^'  I  was  bcm  m  Scotlaad,"  inftead  of  "  I  tome  from  Scot- 
lands"  fo  that  Johnfon's  faying,  "  That,  Sir,  is  what  a  great  many  of  your 
countrymen  cannot  help/'  had  nd  point,  ox  even  meaning :  and  that  upon  this 
being  mentioned  to  Mr.  Fitzherbert, .  he  ohferved,  "  It  is  not  every  nun  that 
can  carrf  a  hm  mot  J* 

On  Monday,  April  10,1  I  dined  with  him  at  General  Oglethorpe's,  with : 
Mr.  Langton  and  the  Irifti  Dr.  Campbell,  whom  the  General  had  obligingly 
given  me  leave  to  bring  with  me..    This  learned  gentleman,  was  thus  gratified  ^ 
with  a  very  high  intelle6hial  feaft,  by  not  only  being  in  company  with  Dr. 
Johnfon,^  but  wkh  General  Oglethorpe,,  who  had  been  &>  long  a  celebrated 
name  both  at  home  and. abjx)ad^. 

I  muft,  again  and  againf,  in^ceat  of  my  re^en  not  to  fuppofe  that  my  im- 
perfect record  of  converfation  xx)ntains  the  whole  of  what  was  fakl  by  Johnfbn,. 
or  other  eminent  perfons  who  Eved  with  him.  What  I  have  preierved,  how- 
ever, has  tbcf  value,  of  the  moft.perfed:  authenticity. 

He  this  day  enlaiged  upon  l^ope's  melancholy  remark^ 

"  Man  never  isy  but  always  to  be  bleft/* 

*  Page  21 1. 

^  Let  me  here  be  aUowed  to  piy  ny  tribute  of  moft  fincere  {latitude  tP  the  memory  of  t&at 
excellent  peribn^  my  intimacy  with- whom  was  the  more  valuable  to  me,  becaufe  my  4rft  acquaint- 
ance with  Iiioi  was  unexpe^ed  and  unfoUcited.  Soon  after  the  publication  of  my  '*  Account  of 
Coriica,"  he  did  me  the  honour  to  call  on  me,  and  approaching  me  with  a  frank  courteous  air,  faid,. 
*^My  name.  Sir,  is  Oglethorpe,  and  I  wifli  to  be  acquainted  with  you."  I  was  not  a  little  flattered 
to  be  tfau»addfefled  by  an  eminent  man,  of  *  whom  I  had  read  in  Pope^  from  my  early  years,. 

*•  Or,  driven  by  ftrong  benerolence  of  fool, 

**  Will  fly,  like  Oglethorpb,  from  pole  to  pole/' 

I  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  found  worthy  of  his  good  opinion,  infomuch,  that  I  not  only  was 
invited  to  make  one  in  the  many  refpe^iable  companies  whom  he  entertained  at  his  table,  but  had  a 
cover  at  his  hofpitable  board  every  day  when  I  happened  to  be  difengaged ;  and  in  his  fociety  I 
iiever  failed  to  enjoy  learned  and  animated  conver£tfioBj  ieafoiftd  with  genuine  fentiments  of  virtue 
and  xdigion.^ . 

He 


48o  THE     LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSON. 

»77^  He  aflertcd,  that  the  prefent  was  never  a  happy  ilate^to  any  human  being; 
Jt^xsLU  66.  ^^^  ^^^>  ^  every  part  of  life,  of  which  wc  arc  confcaons,  was  at  fome  point  of 
time  a  period  yet  to  come,  in  which  felicity  was  expedted,  there  was  fome 
happincfs  produced  by  hope.  Being  prefled  upon  this  llibjeft,  and  aflced  if 
he  really  was  of  opinion  that  though,  in  general,  happinefs  was  very  rare  in 
human  life,  a  man  was  not  fometimes  happy  in  die  moment  that  was  prefentj 
he  anlwered,  "  Never,  but  when  he  is  drunk.** 

He  urged  General  Oglethorpe  to  give  the  world  his  Life.  He  faid,  '^  I 
know  no  man  whole  Life  would  be  more  interefting.  If  I  were  funufhed 
with  materials,  I  fhould  ht  very  glad  to  write  it*." 

Mr.  Scott  of  Amwell's  Elegies  were  lymg  in  the  room.  Dr.  Johnfon 
obfcrved,  "  They  arc  very  well ;  but  fuch  as  twenty  people  might  writc^" 
Upon  this  I  took  occafion  to  controvert  Horace's  maxim^ 

««  I  mediocribiiS  ejje  poetts 

^^  Non  Dl,  non  homines^  non  ccnceffere  columtue.^^ 

for  here  (I  obferved,)  was  a  very  middle-rate  poet,  who  pleafed  many  readers^ 
and  therefore  poetry  of  a  middle  fort  was  entitled  to  fome  efteem  j  nor  could  I 
fee  why  poetry  Ihould  not,  Kke  every  thbg  clfe,  have  difierent  gradations  of 
excellence,  and,  confequently  of  value.  Johnfon  repeated  the  common  remark, 
that  "  as  there  is  no  neceffity  for  our  having  poetry  at  all,  it  being  merely  n 
luxury,  an  inftrument  of  pieafure,  it  can  have  no  value,  unlefs  when  lexquifite 
in  its  kind."  I  declared  myfelf  not  fatisfied.  "  Why  then.  Sir,  (faid  he,) 
Horace  and  you  muft  fettle  it."  He  was  not  much  in  the  humour  of 
talking. 

No  more  of  his  converfation  for  fome  days  appears  in  my  journal,  except 
that  when  a  gentleman  told  him  he  had  bought  a  foit  of  laces  for  his  lady. 
He  faid,  **  Well,  Sir,  you  have  done  a  good  thing,  and  a  wife  thing."  "  I 
have  done  a  good  thing,  (faid  the  gendeman,)  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  have 
done  a  wife  thing."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir;  no  money  is  better  ipent  than 
wh^t  b  laid  out  for  domeftick  iatisfaftion.  A  man  is  pleafed  that  his  wife  is 
dreil  as  well  as  other  peoples  and  a  wife  is  pleafed  that  fhe  is  dreft." 

4  I3je  General  ieemed  imwUEng  to  enter  npon  it  2i  this  time ;  but  apon  a  fubfequcnt  occafion  be 
communicated  to  me  a  nnmber  of  particulars,  which  I  have  committed  to  writing ;  but  I  was 
not  fufficiently  diligent  in  obtaining  more  from  him,  not  apprehending  that  his  friends  were  fo 
foon  to  loie  him ;  for  notwithftandiog  his  great  age,  he  was  very  healthy  and  vigorous,  and  was 
at  M  eanied  off  by  a  violent  fever,  which  is  often  fatal  at  any  period  of  lifcw 

On 
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On  Friday,  April  14,  being  Good-Friday,  I  repaired  to  him  in  the  morn- 
ing, according  to  my  ufual  cuftom  on  this  day,  and  brcakfafted  with  him,  I 
obferved  that  he  fefted  fo  very  ftriftly,  that  he  did  not  even  tafte  bread,  and 
took  no  milk  with  his  tea,  I  fuppofe  becaufe  it  is  a  kind  of  animal  food. 

He  entered  upon  the  itate  of  the  nation,  and  thus  difcourfed :  "  Sir,  the 
great  misfortune  now  is,  that  government  has  too  little  power.  All  that  it  has 
to  beftow,  muft  of  neceflity  be  given  to  fupport  itfclf ;  fo  that  it  cannot  reward 
merit.  No  man,  for  inftance,  can  now  be  made  a  Bifliop  for  his  learning  and 
piety ' ;  his  only  chance  for  promotion  is  his  being  connefted  with  fomebody 
who  has  parliamentary  intereft.  Our  feveral  miniftries  in  this  reign  have  out- 
bid each  other  in  conceflions  to  the  people.  Lord  Bute,  though  a  very 
honourable  man, — z  man  who  meant  well, — a  man  who  had  his  blood  full  of 
prerogative, — was  a  theoretical  ftatefman, — a  book-minifter, — ^and  thought  this 
country  could  be  governed  by  the  influence  of  the  Crown  alone.  Then,  Sir, 
he  gave  up  a  great  deal.  He  advifed  the  King  to  agree  that  the  Judges  fhould 
hold  their  places  for  life,  inftead  of  lofing  them  at  the  accefllon  of  a  new 
King.  Lord  Bute,  I  fuppofe,  thought  to  make  the  King  popular  by  this 
conceflion ;  but  the  people  never  minded  it  j  and  it  was  a  moft  impolitick 
meafure.  There  is  no  reafon  why  a  Judge  ihould  hold  his  office  for  life,  more 
than  any  other  perfon  in  publick  truft.  A  Judge  may  be  partial  otherwife 
than  to  the  Crown  :  we  have  feen  Judges  partial  to  the  populace.  A  Judge 
may  become  corrupt,  and  yet  there  may  not  be  legal  evidence  againft  himj 
A  Judge  may  become  froward  from  age.  A  Judge  may  grow  unfit  for  his 
office  in  many  ways.  It  was  defirable  that  there  fliould  be  a  poffibility  of  being 
delivered  from  him  by  a  new  King.  That  is  now  gone  by  an  aft  of  parlia- 
ment ex  gratid  of  the  Crown.  Lord  Bute  advifed  the  King  to  give  up  a  very 
large  fum  of  money  ^  for  which  nobody  thanked  him.  It  was  of  confequence 
to  the  King,  but  nothing  to  the  publick,  among  whom  it  was  divided.    When 

• 

'  From  this  too  juft  obfervation  there  are  fome  eminent  exceptions* 
•  ♦  The  money  arifing  from  the  property  of  the  prizes  taken  before  the  declaration  of  war,  which 
wtre  given  to  his  Majefly  by  the  peace  of  Paris,  and  amounted  to  upwards  of  700,000!.  and 
from  the  lands  in  the  ceded  iflands,  which  were  eftimated  at  200,000!.  more.  Surely,  there  waa 
a  noble  munificence  in  this  gift  from  a  Monarch  to  his  people.  And  let  it  be  remembered^  that 
during  the  Earl  of  Bute's  adminiftration,  the  Xing  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  up  the  hereditary 
revenues  of  the  Crown,  and  to  accept,  inftead  of  them,  of  the  limited  fum  of  8oo,cool.  a  year ; 
upon  which  filackflone  obfervcs,  that  "  The  hereditary  revenues,  being  put  under  the  fame  manage- 
ment as  the  other  branches  of  the  publick  patrimony,  will  produce  more,  and  be  better  colle^ed 
than  heretofore ;  and  the  publick  is  a  gainer  of  upwards  of  i  oo,oool.  per  attnum,  by  this  dif- 
interefted  bounty  of  his  Majefty."    Book  L  Chap.  8.  p.  330. 
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^175*  I  fay  Lf)rd  Bute  advifed»  I  mean,  that  fuch  ads  were  done  vdien  he  was  tninifter^ 
2JJ5^^  fnd  we  arc  to  fuppofe  that  he  advifed  them.-»-r.Lord  Bute  Ihewed  an  undue 
'  piiFtialitjr  to  Scotchmen.  He  turned  out  Dr.  Nichols,  a  very  eminent  man, 
from,  being  phyCcian  to  the  King,  to  m^e  room  fiir  one  of  his  countrymen^ 
e  mw  very  low  in  his  profeilkm.  He  had  ♦♦«*♦♦♦****  and  ****  to  go  on 
errands  &r  him.  He  had  occaiion  for  people  to  go  on  errands  for  him  $  but 
he  (houkl  not  have  had  Scotchmen }  and,  certainly,  he  (hould  not  have  fuf- 
fcred  them  to  have  ftccels  to  him  before  the  firft  people  in  England." 

I  told  -him,  that  the  ladmiflion  of  one  of  them  before  the  firft  people  in 
Engkndy  which  bad  given  the  greateft  offence,  was  no  more  than  what  hap*- 
pen^  tt  every  niinifter's  levee,  where  thofe  who  attend  are  admitted  in  the 
prder  4>at  djiey  h4ve  comie,  which  is  better  than  admitdng  them  according  to 
iH^ir  rankj  j^  if  that  were  to  be  the  ruk,  -a  man  who  has  waited  ail  the 
p^ornii^  might  have  the  mortification  to  iee  a  peer,  newly  conie,  go  in  before 
Him,  and  keep  him  waitii^  ftiU.  Johnson.  "  True,  Sir;  but  **♦*  (hould 
not  have  come  to  the  levee,  to  be  in  the  way  of  people  of  coniequence.  He 
faw  Lord  Bute  at  all  time^ ;  and  could  have  faid  what  he  had  to  fay  at  any 
time,  as  well  as  at  the  levee»  There  i^  npw  no  Prime  Minifter :  there  is  only 
^n  agent  for  government  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  We  are  governed  by 
the  Cabinet!  but  ther^.  is  nQ  one  head  there,  as  in  Sir  Robert  Walpole's' 
time.*'  Bo^WELL.  ^'  What  then.  Sir,  is  die  ufe  of  Parliament  ?*'  Johnson* 
^  Why,  Sir,.  Pi^i4ianf»cnt  is  a  larger  council  to  the  King ;  and  the  advantage 
of  fuch  1^  council  is,  having  a  great  number  of  men  of  property  concerned  in 
die  le^ature,  ^ho,  ior  their  own  intereft,  will  not  confent  m  bad  laws.  And 
you  niuft  h^ye  obierved,.  Sir^  that  adminiftration  is  feeble  and  timid,  and  cannot  ^ 
t^  with  that  authority  and  reiblution  which  is  neccflary.  Were  I  in  power,  I 
would  turn  out  every  nmk  who  dared  to  oppole  me.  Government  has  the 
^iftribution  of  offices,  that  it  may  be  enabled  to  maintwn  its  authority.**   - 

"  Lord  Bute  (he  added,)  took  down  too  faft,  without  building  up  fome- 
diing  new.'*  Boswell.  «  Becaufe,  Sir,  he  found  a  rotten  building.  Thct 
political  coach  was  drawn  by  a  fet  of  bad  horfes :  it  was  ncceflary  to  change 
themJ*    Johnson.  "  But  he  fhould  have  changed  them  one  by  one.'* 

I  told  him  that  I  had  been  informed  by  Mr.  Orme,  th*t  many  parts  of  the 
Eaft  Indies  were  better  mapped  than  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  Johnson. 
•*  That  a  country  may  be  mapped,  it  muft  be  travelled  over."*  «  Nay,  (faid 
I,  meaning  to  laugh  with  him  at  one  of  his  prejudices,)  can't  you  fay,  it  is  not 
t(;ortb  mapping  V* 

As 
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As  we  walked  to  St  Clement's  church,  and  faw  feveral  (hops  open  upon  ^17 S* 
this  moft  fblemn  fail-day  of  the  Chriftian  world,  I  remarked,  that  one  dif-  ^Etatl  6^ 
advantage  arifing  from  the  immeniity  of  London,  was,  that  nobody  was  heeded 
by  his  neighbour ;  there  was  no  fear  of  ccnfure  for  not  obferving  Good-Friday, 
as  it  ought  to  be  kept,  and  as  it  is  kept  in  country  towns.  He  faid,  it  was, 
upon  the  whole,  very  well  obferved  even  in  London.  He,  however,  owned, 
that  London  was  too  large ;  but  added,  ^^  It  is  nonfenie  to  fay  the  head  is  too 
big  for  the  body.  It  would  be  as  much  too  big,  though  the  body  were  ever 
fo  large  j  that  is  to  fay,  though'the  country  were  ever  fo  extenfive.  It  has  no 
fimilarity  to  a  head  connected  with  a  body." 

Dr.  Wetherell,  Mafter  of  Univerfity  College,  Oxford,  accompanied  us  home 
from  church ;  and  after  he  was  gone,  there  came  two  other  gentlemen,  one 
of  whom  uttered  the  common-place  complaint^,  that  by  the  increafe  of  taxes, 
labour  would  be  dear,  other  nations  would  underfdl  us,  and  our  commerce 
ivould  be  ruined.  Johnson,  (fmiling),  *'  Never  fear.  Sin  Our  commerce 
is  in  a  very  good  ftate ;  and  fuppofe  we  had  no  commerce  at  all,  we  could 
live  very  well  on  the  produce  of  our  own  country/'  I  cannot  omit  to  men- 
tion, that  I  never  knew  any  man  who  was  lefs  difpofed  to  be  querulous  than 
Johnfon.  Whether  the  fubjeft  was  his  own  fituation,  or  the  ftate  of  the  pub- 
lick,  or  the  ftate  of  human  nature  in  general,  though  he  faw  the  evils,  his 
xt]ind  was  turned  to  refolution,  and  never  to  whining  or  complaints 

We  went  again  to  St.  Clement's  in  the  afternoon.  He  had  found  fault  with 
the  preacher  in  the  morning  for  not  choofing  a  text  adapted  to  the  day.  The 
preacher  in  the  afternoon  had  chofcn  one  extremely  proper :  **  It  is  finiihed." 

After  the  evening  fervice,  he  feid,  **  Come,  you  fliall  .gp  home  with  me, 
and  fit  juft  an  hour."  But  he  was  better  than  his  word ;  for  after  we  had 
drui^k  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams,  he  alked  me  to  go  up  to  his  ftudy  with  him, 
where  we  fat  a  long  while  together  in  a  ferene  undifturbed  frame  of  mind, 
fometimes  in  filence,  and  fometimes  converfing,  as  we  felt  ourfelves  inclined, 
or  more  properly  fpeaking,  as  he  was  inclined ;  for  during  all  the  courfe  of 
my  long  intimacy  with  him,  my  relpeftfiil  attention  never  abated,  and  my  wiih 
to  hear  him  was  fuch,  that  1  conftandy  watched  every  dawning  of  commu- 
nication from  that  great  and  illuminated  mind. 

He  obferved,  "  All  knowledge  is  of  itfelf  of  fome  value.  There  is  nothing 
fo  minute  or  inconfiderable,  that  I  would  not  rather  know  it  than  not.  In 
the  fame  manner,  all  power,  of  whatever  Ibrt,  is  of  itfelf  defirable.  A  man 
would  not  fubmit  to  leam  to  hem  a  ruffle,  of  his  wife,  or  his  wife's  maid  j  but 
if  a  mere  wifh  could  attain  it,  he  would  rather  wifh  to  be  able  to  hem  a  ruffle." 

Q^q  q  2  He 


484  THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

'77^-      ■    He  again  advifed  me  to  keep  a  journal  fully  and  minutely,  but  not  to  men- 
^MsxTee.  tic>n  fuch  trifles  as,  tlvrt  meat  was  too  much  or  too  little  done,  or  that  the 
weather  was  fair  or  rainy.     He  had,  till  very  near  his  death,  a  contempt  for 
the  notion  that  the  weather  afFefts  the  human  frame. 

I  told  him  that  our  friend  Goldfmith  had  faid  to  me,  that  he  had  come  too 
late  into  the  world,  for  that  Pope  and  other  poets  had  taken  up  the  places  in 
the  Temple  of  Fame  j  fo  that  as  but  a  few  at  any  period  can  pofTefs  poetical 
reputation,  a  man' of  genius  can  now  hardly  acquire  it.  Johnson.  "  That  is 
one  of  the  moft  fenfible  things  I  have  ever  heard  of  Goldfmith.  It  is  difficult 
to  get  literary  fame,  and  it  is  every  day  growing  more  difficult.  Ah,  Sir,  that 
Ihould  make  a  man  think  of  fecuring  happinefs  in  another  world,  which  all 
who  try  fincerely  for  it  may  attain.  In  comparifon  of  that,  how  litde  arc  all 
other  things !  The  belief  of  immortality  is  impreffed  upon  all  men,  and  all 
men  aft  under  an  impreffion  of  it,  however  they  may  talk,  and  though,  per- 
haps, they  may  be  fcarcely  fenfible  of  it.'*  I  faid,  it  appeared  to  me  that 
fome  people  had  not  the  leafl:  notion  of  immortality ;  and  I  mentioned  a 
diftinguifhed  gentleman  of  our  acquaintance.  Johnson.  *^Sir,  if  it  were  not 
for'  the  notion  of  immortality,  he  would  cut  a  throat  to  fill  his  pockets." 
Wlien  I  quoted  this  to  Beauclerk,  who  knew  much  more  of  the  gendeman 
than  we  did,  he  faid,  in  his  acid  manner,  "  He  would  cut  a  throat  to  fill  his 
pockets,  if  it  were  not  for  fear  of  being  hanged." 

Dr.  Johnfon  proceeded :  "  Sir,  there  is  a  great  cry  about  infidelity ;  but 
there  are,  in  reality,  very  few  infidels.  I  have  heard  a  perfon,  *  originally  a 
Quaker,  but  now,  I  am  afraid,  a  Deift,  fay,  that  he  did  not  believe  there  were, 
in  all  England,  above  two  hundred  infidels.'* 

He  was  pleafcd  to  lay,  "  If  you  come  to  fettle  here,  we  will  have  one  day 
in  the  week  on  which  we  will  meet  by  ourfelves.  That  is  the  happiefl  con- 
verfation  where  there  is  no  competition,  no  vanity,  but  a  calm  quiet  inter- 
change of  fentiments."  In  his  private  regifter  this  evening  is  thus  marked, 
"  Bofwell  fat  with  me  till  night  3  we  had  fome  ferious  talk  ^"  It  alfo  appears 
from  the  fame  record,  that  after  I  left  him  he  was  occupied  in  religious 
duties,  in  "  giving  Francis,  his  fei'vant,  fome  direftions  for  preparation  to 
communicate ;  in  reviewing  his  life,  and  refolving  on  better  c'onduft."  The 
humility  and  piety  which  he  difcovers  on  flich  occalions,  is  truly  edifying.  No 
faint,  however,  in  the  courfe  of  his  religious  wai  fare,  was  more  fenfible  of  the 
unhappy  failure  of  pious  refblves,  than  Johnfon.  He  faid  one  day,  talking  to 
an  acquaintance  on  this  fubjeft,  "  Sir,  Hell  is  paved  with  good  intentions  J' 

s  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  ij?* 

On 
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On  Sunday,  April  i6,  being  Eaftcr-day,  after  having  attended  the  folenin      '775- 
fervice  at  St.  Paul's,  I  dined  with  Dr.  Johnfon  and  IVJrs.  Williams.     I  main-  ^tau  65. 
taincd  that  Horace  was  wrong  in  placing  happinefs  in  Nil  admirari^  for  that  I 
thought  admiration  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  of  all  our  feelings  j   and  I 
regretted  that  I  had  loft  much  of  my  difpofition  to  admire,  which  people 
generally  do  as  they  advance  in  life.     Johnson.  "  Sir,  as  a  man  advances  in 
life,  he  gets  what  is  better  than  admiration, — -judgement,  to  eftimate  things 
at  their  true  value.'*     I  ftiU  infifted  that  admiration  was  more  pleafing  than 
judgement,  as  love  is  more  pleafing  than  friendfliip.     The  feeling  of  friend- 
Ihip  is  like  that  of  being  comfortably  filled  with  roaft-beef ;  love,  like  being 
enlivened  with  champagne.     Johnson.  "No,  Sirs  admiration  and  love  are 
like  being  intoxicated  with  champagne  i  judgement  and  friendftiip  like  being 
enlivened.     Waller  has  hit  upon  the  fame  thought  with  you  ^-:  but  I  don't 
believe  you  have  borrowed  from  Waller.     I  wifli  you  would  enable  yourfelf 
to  borrow  more." 

He  then  took  occafion  to  enlarge  on  the  advantages  of  reading,  and  com- 
bated the  idle  fuperficial  notion,  that  knowledge  enough  may  be  acquired  in 
converfation.  ^'  The  foundation  (faid  he,)  muft  be  laid  by  reading.  General 
principles  muft  be  had  from  books,  which,  however,  muft  be  brought  to  the 
teft  of  real  life.  In  converlation  you  never  get  a  fyftem.  What  is  laid  upon 
a  fubjeft  is  to  be  gathered  from  a  hundred  people.  The  parts  of  a  truth,^ 
which  a  man  gets  thus,  are  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  each  other,  that  he  never 
attains  to  a  fijll  view." 

On  Tuefday,  April  18,  he  and  I  were  engaged  to  go  with  Sir  Joft>ua 
Reynolds  to  dine  with  Mr.  Cambridge,  at  his  beautiful  villa  on  the  banks  of 
the  Thames,  near  Twickenham.  Dr.  Johnfon's  tardinefs  was  fuch,  that  Sir 
Jofhua,  who  had  an  appointment  at  Richmond  early  in  the  day,  was  obliged 
to  go  by  himfelf  on  horfeback,  leaving  his  coach  to  Johnfon  and  me,  Johnfon 
was  in  fuch  good  fpirits,  that  every  thing  feemed  to  pleafe  him  as  we  drove 
along. 

Our  converfation  'turned  on  a  variety  of  fubjefts.  He  thought  portrait- 
painting  an  improper  employment  for  a  woman.  **  Publick  practice  of  any 
art,  (he  obferved,)  and  ftaring  in  men's  faces,  is  very  indelicate  in  a  female.** 


<  it 


Amoret*s  as  fweet  and  good 
'J  As  the  moil  delicioos  food ; 
**  Which  but  tafted  docs  impart 
"  Life  and  gladnefs  to  the  heart. 


"  Sacharifla's  beauty *s  wine. 
"  Which  to  madnefs  does  incline ; 
"  Such  a  liquor  as  no  brain 
^  That  is  mortal  can  faftain."' 


I  happened 
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I  happened  to  ftart  a  qucftion  of  propriety,  whether  when  a  man  knows  tliat 
fonie  of  his  intimate  friends  are  invited  to  the  houfe  of  another  friend,  with 
whom  they  are  all  equally  intimate,  he  may  join  them  without  an  invitation. 
Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  he  is  not  to  go  when  he  is  not  invited.  They  may  be 
invited. on  purpofe  to  abufe  him,"  (fmiling). 

As  a  curious  inflance  how  little  a  man  knows,  or  wilhes  to  know,  his  own 
charaC:"ler  in  the  world,  or,  rather,  as  a  convincing  proof  that  Johnfon's 
roughnefs  was  only  external,  and  did  not  proceed  from  his  heart,  I  infert  the 
following  dialogue.  Johnson.  "  It  is  wonderful.  Sir,  how  rare  a  quality 
good  humour  is  in  life.  Wc  n\cet  with  very  few  good  humoured  men."  I 
mentioned  four  of  our  friends,  none  of  whom  he  would  allow  to  be  good 
humoured.  One  was  acidy  another  was  muddy^  and  to  the  others  he  had 
objeftions  which  have  efcaped  me.  Then,  (haking  his  head  and  ftretching 
himfelf  at  his  eafe  in  the  coach,  and  fmiling  with  much  complacency,  he 
turned  to  me  and  faid,  "  I  look  upon  myjelf  as  a  good  humoured  fellow/* 
The  epithet  feUoWy  applied  to  the  great  Lexicographer,  tlie  flately  Moralift, 
the  mafterly  Critick,  as  if  he  had  been  Sam  Johnfon,  a  mere  pleafant  com- 
panion, was  highly  diverting  j  and  this  light  notion  of  himfelf  ftruck  me  with 
wonden  I  anfwered,  alfo  fmiling,  "  No,  no.  Sir ;  that  will  not  do.  You 
are  good  natured,  but  not  good  humoured :  you  are  irafcible.  You  have  not 
patience  with  folly  and  abfurdity.  I  believe  you  would  pardon  them,  if  there 
were  time  to  deprecate  your  vengeance;  but  puniihment  fellows  {q  quick 
after  fentence*,  that  they  cannot  efcape." 

I  had  brought  widi  me  a  great  bundle  of  Scotch  magazines  and  newfpapers, 
in  which  his  **  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Iflands"  was  attacked  in  every  mode; 
and  I  read  a  great  part  of  them  to  him,  knovring  they  would  afford  him 
entertainment  I  wifh  the  writers  of  them '  had  been  prefent :  they  would 
have  been  fufficiendy  vexed.  One  ludicrous  imitatbn  of  his  llyle,  by  Mr. 
Maclaurin,  now  one  of  the  Scotch  Judges,  with  the  title  of  Lord  Dreghom, 
was  diftinguilhed  by  him  from  the  rude  mafs.  "  This  (faid  he,)  is  the  beft. 
But  I  could  caricature  my  own  flyle  much  better  myfcMj"^  He  defended  his 
remark  upon  the  general  infufficiency  of  education  in  Scotland ;  and  confirmed 
to  me  the  authenticity  of  his  witty  faying  on  the  learning  of  the  Scotch;— 
'^  Their  learning  is  like  bread  in  a  befieged  town :  every  man  gets  a  litde, 
but  no  man  gets  a  full  meal."  "  There  is  (faid  he,)  in  Scotland  a  diffufion 
of  learning,  a  certain  portion  of  it  widely  and  thinly  fpread.  A  merchant 
there  has  as  much  learning  as  one  of  their  clergy." 

3  He 


* 
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He  talked  of  Ilaac  Walton's  Lives^  which  was  one  of  his  moft  favourite 
books.  Dr.  Donne's  Life,  he  faid,  was  the  moft  perfeft  of  them.  He 
obfcrvcd,  that  ^^  it  was  wonderful  that  Walton,  who  was  in  a  very  low  fituation 
in  life,  fhould  have  been  familiarly  received  by  fo  many  great  men,  and  that 
at  a  time  when  the  ranks  of  fociety  were  kept  more  feparate  than  they  arc 
now.' •  He  fuppofed  that  Walton  had  then  given  up  his  bufinels  as  a  linen-draper 
and  fempfter,  and  was  only  an  authiour ;  and  added,  "  that  he  was  a  great 
pancgyrift."  Boswell.  <*  No  quality  will  get  a  man  more  friends  than  a  diC- 
pofition  to  admire  the  qualities  of  others.  I  do  not  mean  flattery,  but  a  fincerc 
admiration."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  flattery  pleafes  very  generally.  In  the 
firft  place,  the  flatterer  may  think  what  he  iays  to  be  true ;  but,  in  the  fecond> 
place,  whether  he  thinks  fo  or  not,  he  certainly  thinks  thofe  whom  he  flatter* 
of  confequence  enough  to  be  flattered." 

No  fooner  had  we  made  our  bow  to  Mr.  Cambridge,  in  his  library,  thair 
Johnibn  ran  eagerly  to  one  fide  of  the  room,  intent  on  poring  over  the  backs- 
of  the  books.  Sir  Joftiua  obfcrved,  (afide,)  "  He  runs  to  the  books,  as  I  do  to 
Ae  piftures :  but  I  have  the  advantage.  I  can  fee  much  more  of  the  piftures* 
than  he  can  of  the  books."  Mr.  Cambridge,  upon  this,  politely  faid,  «  Dn 
Johnfon,  I  am  going,  with  your  pardon,  to  accufe  myfelf,  for  I  have  the 
fame  cuftom  which  I  perceive  you  have.  But  it  fcems  odd  that  one  fliould- 
have  fuch  a  defirc  to  look  at  the  backs  of  books."  Johnfon,  ever  ready  for 
conteft,  inftantly  ftarted  from  his  reverie,  wheeled  ^about,  and  anfwered,  "  Sir, 
the  reafon  is  very  plain.  Knowledge  is  of  two  kinds.  We  know  a  fubjedt 
ourfelves,  or  we  know  where  we  can  find  information  upon  it.  When  we 
inquire  into  any  fubjed,  the  firft  thing  we  have  to  do  is  to  know  what  books 
have  treated  of  it.  This  leads  us  to  look  at  catalogues,,  and  at  the  backs  of 
books  in  libraries."  Sir  Jofliua  obferved  to  me,  the  extraordinary  prompti- 
tude with  which  Johnfon  flew  upon  an  argument.  "  Yes,  (faid  I,)  he  has 
no  formal  preparation,  no  flourifliing  with  his  fword  i  he  is  through  your  body 
in  an  inftant." 

Johnfon  was  here  fblaced  with,  an  elegant  entertainment,  i  very  accom- 
plifhed  family,  and  much  good  company  ^  among  whom  was  Mr.  Harris  of 
Salifbury,  who  paid  him  many  compliments  on  his  "  Journey  to  the  Weftern 
Iflands." 

The  common  remark  as  to  the  utility  of  reading  hiftory  being  made  ;-- 
Johnson.  "  We  muft  confider  how  very  little  hiftory  there  is;  I  mean  real 
authentick  hiftory.  That  certain  Kings  reigned,  and  certain  battles  were 
fought,  we  can  depend  upon  as  true  5  but  all  the  colouring,  all  die  philofc^hy,. 

of 
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«775'  of  hiftory  is  conjefture.**  Boswell,  *' Then,  Sir,  you  would- reduce  all 
S^i&t.  66.  hiftory  to  no  better  than  an  almanack,  a  mere  chronological  feries  of  remark- 
able events."  Mr.  Gibbon,  who  mufl:  at  that  time  have  been  employed  upon 
his  hiftory,  of  which  he  publifhed  the  firft  volume  in  the  following  year,  was 
ppefent,  but  did  not  ftep  forth  in  defence  of  that  (pedes  of  writing.  He  pro- 
bably did  not  like  to  iru^  himfelf  with  Johnfon  ^. 

Johnfon  obferved,  that  the  force  of  our  early  habits  was  fo  great,  that 
though  reafon  approved,  nay,  though  our  fenfes  reliflied  a  different  courfe,  almoft 
every  man  returned  to  them,  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  obfervation  upon 
human  nature  better  founded  than  this  j  and,  in  many  cafes,  it  is  a  very  painful 
truth ;  for  where  early  habits  have  been  mean  and  wretched,  the  joy  and  eleva- 
tion refulting  from  better  riiodes  of  life,  muft  be  damped  by  the  gloomy 
confcioufnefs  of  being  under  an  almoft  inevitable  doom  to  fink  back  into  a 
fituation  which  we  recoUeft  with  difguft.  It  furely  may  be  prevented,  by  con- 
ftant  attention  and  unremitting  exertion  to  eftablifh  contrary  habits  of  fuperiour 
efficacy. 

"  The  Beggars  Opera,"  and  the  common  queftion,  whether  it  was  pernicious 
in  its  efFefts,  having  been  introduced; — ^Johnson.  **As  to  this  matter,  which 
has  been  very  much  contefted,  I  myfelf  am  of  opinion,  that  more  irifluencc 
has  been  afcribed  to  *  The  Beggars  Opera,'  than  it  in  reality  ever  had ;  for 
I  do  not  believe  that  any  man  was  ever  made  a  rogue  by  being  prefent  at  its 
reprefentation.  At  the  lame,  time  I  do  not  deny  that  it  may  have  fome 
influence,  by  making  the  character  of  a  rogue  familiar,  and  in  fome  degree 
pleafing*."  Then  coUefting  himfelfi  as  it  were,  to  give  a  heavy  ftrokc: 
^*  There  is  in  it  fuch  a  labefaStatitm  of  aU  principles,  as  may  be  injurious  to 
morality." 

While  he  pronounced  this  relponfc,  we  fat  in  a  comical  fort  of  reftraiht, 
fmothering  a  laugh,  which  we  were  afraid  might  burft  out.  In  his  Life  of 
Gay,  he  has  been  ftill  more  decifive  as  to  the  inefficiency  of  "  The  Beggars 
Opera,"  in  corrupting  fociety.    But  I  have  ever  thought  fomewhat  differendy  j 

^  Sec  page  47«. 

*  A  very  eminent  phyfician,  whofe  difcernment  is  as  acnte  and  penetrating  In  judging  of  the  haman 
charadler  as  it  is  in  his  own  profeflion,  remarked  once  at  a  club  where  I  was»  that  a  lively  young  man^ 
fond  of  pleafure  and  without  money,  would  hardly  refift  a  folicitation  from  his  miftrefs  to  go  upon 
the  highway,  immediately  after  being  prefent  at  the  reprefentation  of  ♦*  The  Beggars  Opera."  I 
have  been  told  of  aii  ingenious  obfervation  by  Mr.  Gibbon,  that  **  The  Beggars  Opera  may. 
perhaps,  have  fometimes  increafed  the  number  of  highwaymen ;  but  that  it  has  had  a  beneficial 
effed  in  refining  that  clafs  of  men,  making  them  leis  ferocious,  more  polite,  in  (bort,  more  like 
gentlemen/'    Upon  this  Mr.  Courtenay  faid«  that  **  Gay  was  the  Orpheus  of  highwaymen." 

for 
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for,  Indeed,  not  only  are  the  gaiety  and  heroifm  of  a  highwayman  very  '775* 
captivating  to  a  youthful  imagination,  but  the  arguments  for  adventurous  ^ut'  66! 
depredation  are  fo  plaufible,  the  allufions  fo  lively,  and  the  contrafts  with  the 
ordinary  and  more  painful  modes  of  acquiring  property  arc  fo  artfully 
dilplayed,  that  it  requires  a  cool  and  ftrong  judgement  to  refift  fo  impofing 
tin  aggregate :  yet,  I  own,  I  ihould  be  very  forry  to  have  "  The  Beggars 
Opera"  fupprefledi  for  there  is  in  it  fo  much  of  real  London  life,  fo  much 
brilliant  wit,  and  fuch  a  variety  of  airs,  which,  from  early  affociation  of  ideas, 
engage,  foothe,  and  enliven  the  mind,  that  no  performance  which  the  theatre 
exhibits,  delights  me  more. 

The  late  "  wmhf  Duke  of  Queenfberry,  as  Thomfon,  in  his  "  Seafons," 
juftly  charafterifes  him,  told  me,  that  when  Gay  firft  fhewed  him  "  The 
Beggars  Opera,"  his  Grace's  obfervation  was,  "  This  is  a  very  odd  thing. 
Gay  i  I  am  fatisfied  that  it  is  either  a  very  good  thing,  or  a  very  bad  thing." 
It  proved  the  former,  beyond  the  warmeft  expeftations  of  the  authour  or  his 
friends.  Mr.  Cambridge,  however,  fhewed  us  to  day,  that  there  was  good 
reafon  enough  to  doubt  concerning  its  fuccefs.  He  was  told  by  Quin,  that 
during  the  firft  night  of  its  appearance  it  was  long  in  a  very  dubious  ftate ; 
that  there  was  a  difpofition  to  damn  it,  and  diat  it  was  faved  by  the  fong, 
**  Oh  ponder  well,  be  not  fevere."  Quin  himfelf  had  fo  bad  an  opinion  of  it, 
that  he  refufed  the  part  of  Captain  Macheath,  and  gave  it  to  Walker,  who 
acquired  great  celebrity  by  his  grave  yet  animated  performance  of  it. 

We  talked  of  a  young  gentleman's  marriage  with  an  eminent  finger, 
and  his  determination  that  Ihe  fhould  np  longer  fing  in  publick,  though  his 
father  was  very  earneft  flie  fhould,  becaufe  her  talents  would  be  liberally 
rewarded  fo  as  to  make  her  a  good  fortune.  It  was  queflioned  whether 
the  young  gentleman,  who  had  not  a  fhilling  in  the  world,  but  was  bleft 
with  very  uncommon  talents,  was  not  foolifhly  delicate,  or  foolifhly  proud, 
and  his  father  truly  rational  without  being  mean.  Johnfon,  with  all  the  high 
fpirit  of  a  Rornan  fenator,  exclaimed,  "  He  refolved  wifely  and  nobly  to  be 
fure.  He  is  a  brave  man.  Would  not  a  gentleman  be  difgraced  by  having 
his  wife  finging  publickly  for  hire?  No,  Sir,  there  can  be  no  doubt  here. 
I  know  not  if  I  fhould  not  prepare  myfelf  for  a  publick  finger,  as  readily  as 
let  my  wife  be  one."  • 

Johnfon  arraigned  the  modern  politicks  of  rfiis  country,  as  entirely  devoid 
of  all  principle  of  whatever  kind.  "  Politicks  (faid  he)  are  now  nothing 
more  than  means  of  rifmg  in  the  world.  With  this  fole  view  dp  men 
engage  in  politicks,  and  their  whole  conduft  proceeds  upon  it.  How 
different  in  that  refped  is  the  ftate  of  the  nation  now  from  what  it  was  in 

R  r  r  the 
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177  J-  the  time  of  Charles  the  Firft,  durmg  the  Ufurpation,  and  after  the  Reftonb- 
^tah  66!  ^^^i  "^  ^'^  ^^^  ^^  Charles  the  Second.  Hudibras  affords  a  ftrong  proof 
how  much  hold  political  principles  had  then  upon  the  minds  of  men.  There 
is  in  Hudibras  a  great  deal  of  bullion,  which  will  always  laft.  But  to  be 
fure  the  brighteft  ftrokes  of  his  wit  owed  their  force  to  the  impreflioaof  the 
characters,  which  was  upon  men*s  minds  at  the  time ;  to  their  knowing  them, 
at  table  and  in  the  ftreet ;  in  Ihort,  being  familiar  with  them ;  and  above  all, 
to  his  fatire  being  direfted  againfl:  thofe  whom  a  little  while  before  they  had 
hated  and  feared.  The  nation  in  general  has  ever  been  loyal,  has  been  at 
all  times  attached  to  the  monarch,  though  a  few  daring  rebels  have  been 
wonderfully  powerful  for  a  time.  The  murder  of  Charles  the  Firft  was 
undoubtedly  not  committed  with  the  approbation  or  confent  of  the  people.. 
Had  that  been  the  cafe,  parliament  would  not  have  ventured  to  confign 
the  regicides  to  their  deferved  punifliment.  And  we  know  what  exuberance 
of  joy  there  was  when  Charles  the  Second  was  reftored.  If  Charles  the 
Second  had  bent  all  his  mind  to  it,  hacf  made  it  his  fole  objeft,  he  might 
have  been  as  abfolute  as  Louis  the  Fourteenth.'*  A  gentlenoan  obferved 
he  would  have  done  no  harm  if  he  had.  Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir,  abfolute 
princes  fcldom  do  any  harm.  But  they  who  are  governed  by  them 
are  governed  by  chance.  There  is  no  fecurity  for  good  government." 
Cambridge.  "  There  have  been  many  fad  vifkims  to  abfolute  power." 
Johnson.  ^*  So,  Sir,  have  there  been  to  popular  fii£Uons«"  Boswell. 
**  The  queftion  is,  which  is  worft,  one  wild  beafl  or  many  ?'* 

Johnfon  praifed  "  The  Spectator,"  particularly  the  character  of  Sir 
Roger  de  Coverley.  He  faid,  "  Sir  Roger  did  not  die  a  violent  death,  as 
*  has  been  generally  fancied.  He  was  noj  killed  i  he  died  only  becaufe 
others  were  to  die,  and  becaufe  his  death  aflbrded  an  opportunity  to  Addifon 
for  fome  very  fine  writing.  We  have  the  example  of  Cervantes  making 
Don  Quixote  die.— -I  never  could  fee  why  Sir  Roger  is  reprefentcd  as  a  litde 
cracked.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  ftory  of  the  widow  was  intended  to  have 
ibmething  fuperinduced  upon  it :  but  the  fuperftrudhire  did  not  con^e.*' 

Somebody  found  fault  with  writing  verfes  in  a  dead  language,  maintaining 
that  they  were  merely  arrangements  of  fo  many  words,  -and  laughed  at  the 
Univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  for  fending  forth  collcdtions  of  them 
not  only  ia  Greek  and  Latin,  but  even  in  Syriack,  Arabick,  and  other  more 
unknown  tongues.  Johnson.  "  I  would  have  as  many  of  thefe  as  poffible;, 
I  would  have  verfes  in  every  language  that  there  are  the  means  of  acquiring.. 
Nobody  imagines  that  an  Univerfity  is  to  have  at  once  two  hundred  poets  5 
but  it  Ihoukl  be  able  to  fhew  two  hundred  fcholars.    Peircfc's  deadi  was 

lamented. 
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lamented^  I  think,  in  forty  languages.    And  I  would  have  at  evtry  coronationy      177^* 
and  every  death  of  a  King,  every  Gaudittm^  and  every  Luffus,  Univerfity  ^^^6&m 
verfes  in  as  many  languages  as  can  be  acquired.     I  would  have  the  world 
to  be  thus  told,  *  Here  is  a  ichool  where  every  thing  may  be  leamt/' 

Having  fct  out  next  day  on  a  vifit  to  die  Earl  of  Pembroke,  at  Wilton, 

and  to  my  friend,  Mr.  Temple,  at  Mamhead,  in  Devonfhire,  and  not  having 

returned  to  town  till  the  fecond  of  May,   I  did  not  fee  Dr.  Johnfon  for  a 

.   '    —     confiderable  time,  and  during  tha  remaining  part  of  my  ftay  in  London, 

,  ^^      : J^^pt  very  imperfeft  notes  of  his  converfation,  which  had  I  according  to  my 

^'    i    \^      ufual  cuftom  written  out  at  large  foon  after  the  time,  much  mi^t  have  been 

'  preferved,  which  is  now  irretrievably  loft.     I  can    now  only  record  fome 

particular  fcenes,   and  a  few  fragments  01  his  memorabilia.      But  to  make 

fbme  amends  for  my  relaxation  of  diligence  in  one  relpeft,  I  have  to  prefent 

my  readers  with  arguments  upon  two  law  cafes,  with  which  he  favoured  me. 

On  Saturd?iy,  the  fixtji  pf  May,  we  dined  by  ourfelves  at  the  Mitre,  and 
he  diftated  to  me  what  follows,  to  obviate  the  complaint  already  mentioned  % 
which  had  been  n)ade  in  the  form  of  an  aftion  in  the  Court  of  Seflion,  by 
Dr.  Memis,  of  Aberdeen,  that  in  the  fame  tranflation  of  a  charter  in  which 
fhyjicians  were  mentioned,  he  was  called  Do5ior  of  Medicine. 

"  There  are  but  two  reafons  for  which  a  phyfician  can  decline  the  title 
of  'DoEtor  of  Mediciney  becaufe  he  fuppofes  himfelf  difgraced  by  the  doftorfliip, 
or  fuppofes  the  doftorlhip  difgraced  by  himfelf.  To  be  difgraced  by  a  tide 
which  he  (hares  in  common  with  every  illuftrious  name  of  his  profeffion, 
with  Boerhaave,  with  Arbuthnot,  and  with  CuUen,  can  furely  diminilh  no 
man's  reputation.  It  is,  I  fuppofe,  to  the  doftorate,  from  which  he  fhrinks, 
that  he  owes  his  right  of  praftifing  phyfick.  A  Do6tor  of  Medicine;,  is  a 
phyfician  under  the  proteftion  of  the  laws,  and  by  the  ftamp  of  authority. 
The  phyfician  who  is  not  a  Doftor,  ufurps  a  profeffion,  and  is  authorifed  only 
by  himfelf  to  decide  upon  healdi  and  ficknefs,  and  life  2(nd  death.  That 
this  gentleman  is  a  Do6tor,  his  diploma  makes  evident;  a  diploma 
not  obtruded  upon  him,  but  obtained  by  folicitation,  and  for  which  fees  were 
paid.  With  what  countenance  any  man  can  refufe  the  title  which  he  'has 
cither  begged  or  bought,  is  not  eafily  difcovered. 

«  All  verbal  injury  muft  comprife  in  it  either  fome  falfe  pofition,  or  feme 
unncceflary  declaration  of  defamatory  tmth.  That  in  calling  hirh  Doftor,  a 
falfc  appellation  was  given  him,  he  himfelf  will  not  pretend^  who  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  complains  of  the  title,  would  be  offended  if  we  fuppofcd  him  to 

*  Page  443. 
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177  J-  be  not  a  Doftor.  If  the  title  of  Dodor  be  a  dcfiimatoiy  truth,  it  is  timr 
^at.  66.  ^^  diflblve  our  colleges,  for  why  fhould  the  publick  give  falaries  to  men  whoic 
approbation  is  reproach  ?  It  may  likewife  deferve  the  notice  of  the  publick 
to  confider  what  help  can  be  given  to  the  profeffors  of  phyfick,  who  all- 
(hare  with  diis  unhappy  gentleman  the  ignominious  appellation,  and  of  whom 
the  very  boys  in  the  ftreet  are  not  afraid  to  fay,  ^bere  goes  the  DoSor. 

"  What  is  implied  by  the  terra  Doftor  is  well  known.  It  diilinguiihes  him 
to  whom  it  is  granted,  as  a  man  who  has  attained  fuch  knowledge  of  his 
profef&on  as  qualifies  him  to  inftruft  others.  A  Doftor  of  Laws  is  a  man 
who  can  form  lawyers  by  his  precepts.  A  Doftor  of  Medicine  is  a  man  who 
can  teach  the  art  of  curing  difeafes.  There  is  an  old  axiom  which  no  man 
has  yet  thought  fit  to  deny,  Nil  dat  quod  non  habet.  Upon  this  principle  to  be  a 
Doftor  implies  (kill,  for  nemo  docet  quod  non  didicit.  In  England^,  whoever 
praftifes  phyfick,  not  being  a  Doftor,  muft  praftice  by  a  licence :  but  the 
doftorate  conveys  a  licence  in  itfelf. 

"  By  what  accident  it  happened  that  he  and  the  other  phyficians  were 
mentioned  in  different  terms,  where  the  terms  themfelves  were  equivalent^ 
or  where  in  effeft  that  which  was  applied  to  him  was  the  more  honourable, 
perhaps  they  who  wrote  the  paper  cannot  now  remember.  Had  they 
cxpefted  a  lawfuit  to  have  been  the  confequence  of  fuch  petty  variation, 
I  hope  they  would  have  avoided  it'.  But,  probably,  as  they  meant  no  illj^ 
they  fufpefted  no  danger,  and,  therefore,  confulted  only  what  appeared  to 
them  propriety  or  convenience." 

A  few  days  afterwards  I  confulted  him  upon  a  caufe,,  Pater/onr  and  others 
againft  Alexander  and  others^  which  had  been  decided  by  a  cafting  vote  in  the 
Court  of  Selfion,  determining  that  the  Corporation  of  Stirling  was  corrupt, 
and  fetting  afide  the  eleftion  of  fome  of  thdr  officers,  becaufe  it  was  proved 
that  three  of  the  leading  men  who  influenced  the  majority,  had  entered  into 
an  unjuftifiable  compaft,  of  which,  however,  the  majority  were  ignorant- 
He  diftated  to  me,  after  a  little  conGderation,  the  following  fentences  upon. 
the  fubjeft: 

"  There  is  a  difierence  between  majority  and  fuperiorityi  majority^  is 
applied  to  number,  and  fuperiority  to  power  j  and  power  like  many  other 
things,  is  to  be  eftimated  non  numefo  fed  pondere.  Now  though  the  greater 
number  is   not  corrupt,  the  greater  weight  is  corrupt,    {o  that  corruption. 

'  In  jnftlce  to  Dr.  Memis^  though  I  was  againft  him  as  an  Adrocate»  I  mud' mention,  that  he 
^bjedted  to  the  variation  stty  earneilly>  before  the  tranflation  was  printed  offi 

predominates 
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predominates  in  the  borough,  taken  coUeliivefyy  though>  perhaps,  taken  ^775* 
numerically y  the  greater  part  may  be  uncomipt.  That  borough  which  is  fo  ^tat,  66.' 
conftituted  as  to  aft  corrupriy,.  is  in  the  eye  of  reafon  corrupt,,  whether  it  be  by 
the  uncontroulable  power  of  a  few,  or  by  an  accidental  pravity  of  the  multitude. 
The  objcftion,  in.  which  is  urged  the  injuftice  of  making  the  innocent  fufFer 
with  the  guilty,  is  an  objection  not  only  againft  fociety,.  but  againft  the 
poffibility  of  fociety*.  All  focicdes,.  great,  and  fmall,  fubfift  upon  this 
condidon;  that,  as  the  individuals  derive  advantages  from  union,  they  may 
likewife  fuflfer  inconveniences  -,  that  as  thofe  who  do  nothing  and  fbmetimes 
thofe  who  do  ill,  will  have  the  honours  and  emoluments  of  general  virtue  and 
general  profperity,  fo  thofe  likewife  who  do  nothing-  or  perhaps  do  well,  muft 
be  involved  in  the.  confequences  of  predominant  corruption." 

This  in.my  opinion  was  a  very;  nice  cafej  but  the  decifioa  was  affirmed 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

On  Monday,  May  8,.  we  went  together  and  vifited  the  manfions  of  Bedlam.^ 
I  had  been  informed  that  he  had  once  been  there  before  with  Mr.  Wedderburnc, 
(now  Lord  Loughborough,)  Mr.  Murphy,  and  Mr.  Foote  j  and  I  had  heard 
Foote  give  a  very  entertaining  account,  of  Johnfon's  happening  to  have  his 
attention  arrefted  by  a  man  who  was  very  furious,  and  who,  while  beating  his 
ftraw,  fuppofed  it  to  be  William  Duke  of  Cumberland,  whom  he  was  punifh- 
ing  for  his  cruelties  in  Scodand  in  1746.  There  was  nothing  peculiarly 
remarkable  this  day ;  but  the  general  contemplation  of  infanity  was  very  afFeft- 
ing.     I  accompanied  him  home,  and  dined  and  drank  tea  with  him. 

Talking  of  an  acquaintance  of  ours,  diftinguifhed  for  knowing  an  uncommon 
variety  of  mifcellaneous  articles  both  in  antiquities  and  polite  literature,  he 
obferved,  "  You  know.  Sir,,  he  runs  about. with  little  weight  upon  his  mind." 
And  talking  of  another  very  ingenious  gendeman,  who  from  the  warmth  of 
his  temper  was  at  variance  with  many  of  his  acquaintance,  and  wilhed  to 
avoid  them,  he  faid,  "  Sir,  he  leads  the  life  of  an  oudaw." 

On  Friday,  May  12,  as  he  had.  been,  fo  good  as  to  affign  me  a  room  in 
his  houfe,  where  I  might  fleep  occafionally,  when  I  happened  to  fit  with 
him  to  a  late  hour,  I  took  poflcffion.  of  it  this  night,  found  every  thing 
in  excellent  order,,  and,  was  attended  by  honed  Francis  with  a  moft  civil 
affiduity.  I  alked  him  whether  L  might,  go  to.  a  confultation  with  another 
lawyer  upon  Sunday,  as  that  appeared  to  me  to  be  doing  work  as  much  in 
my  way,  as  if  an  artifan  fhould  work  on  the  day  appropriated  for  religious 
peft.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  when  you  are  of  confequence  enough  to  oppofe 
the  pradtice  of  confulting  upon  Sunday,  you  fhould  do  it:  but  you  may  go 

now/ 
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now.  It  is  not  criminal,  though  it  is  not  what  one  fhould  do,  who  is  anxious 
for  the  prefervation  and  incrcafe  of  piety,  to  which  a  peculiar  obfervance  of 
Sunday  is  a  great  help.  The  diftinftion  is  clear  between  what  is  of  moral  and 
what  is  of  ritual  obligation." 

On  Saturday,  May  1 3>  I  breakfafted  with  him  by  invitadon,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Andrew  Crofbie,  a  Scotch  Advocate,  whom  he  had  feen  at  Edinburgh; 
and  the  Hon.  Colonel  (now  General)  Edward  Stopford,  brother  to  Lord 
Courtown,  who  was  defirous  of  being  introduced  to  him*  His  tea  and  rolls 
and  butter,  and  whole  breakfaft  apparatus  were  all  in  fuch  decorum,  and  his 
behaviour  was  fo  courteous,  that  Colonel  Stopford  was  quite  lurprized,  and 
wondered  at  his  having  heard  fo  much  faid  of  Johnlbn's  flovenlinefi  and  rough- 
nefs.  I  have  preferved  nothing  of  what  pafled,  except  that  Crofbie  pkaied  him 
much  by  talking  learnedly  of  alchymy,  as  to  which  Johnfon  was  not  a  pofitive 
unbeliever,  but  rather  delighted  in  confidering  what  progrefs  had  actually  been 
made  in  the  tranfmutation  of  metals,  what  near  approaches  there  had  been  to 
the  making  of  gold  j  and  told  us  that  it  was  affirmed,  that  a  perfon  in  the 
Ruflian  dominions  had  difcovcred  the  fecret,  but  died  without  revealing  it,  as 
imagining  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  Ibciety.     He  added,  that  it  was  not 

impoffible  but  it  might  in  time  be  generally  known. 

It  being  afked  whether  it  was  reaibnable  for  a  man  to  be  angry  at  another 
whom  a  woman  had  preferred  to  him  ;-*— Johnson.  "  I  do  not  fee.  Sir,  that  it 
is  reafonable  for  a  man  to  be  angry  at  another,  whom  a  woman  has  preferred 
to  him :  but  angry  he  is,  no  doubt ;  and  he  is  loath  to  be  angry  at  himfelf" 

Before  fetting  out  for  Scotland  on  the  23d,  I  was  frequently  in  his  company 
at  different  places,  but  during  this  period  have  recorded  only  two  remarks : 
one  concerning  Garrick :  "  He  has  not  Latin  enough.  He  finds  out  the 
Latin  by  the  meaning,  rather  than  the  meaning  by  the  Latin."  And  another 
concerning  writers  of  travels,  who,  he  obferved,  *^  were  more  defeftive  than 
any  other  writers." 

I  pafled  many  hours  with  him  on  the  17th,  of  which  I  find  aU  my  memo- 
rial is,  "  much  laughing."  It  would  feem  he  had  that  day  been  in  a  humour 
for  jocularity  and  merriment,  and  upon  fuch  occafions  J  never  knew  a  man 
laugh  more  heartily.  We  may  fuppofe,  that  the  high  relilh  of  a  ftate  fo  dif- 
ferent from  his  habitual  gloom,  produced  more  than  ordinary  exertions  of  that 
diftinguifhing  faculty  of  man,  which  has  puzzled  philofophers  fo  much  to 
explain.  Johnfon's  laugh  was  as  remarkable  as  arty  circumftance  in  his  man- 
ner. It  was  a  kind  of  good  humoured  growl,  Tom  Davics  defaibed  it 
drolly  enough :  "  He  laughs  like  a  rhinoceros." 
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To  James  Boswell,  E/q. 
^  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  M  A  K  E  no  doubt  but  you  jre  now  fafely  lodged  in  your  own  habi- 
tation, and  have  told  all  your  adventures  to  Mrs.  Bofwell  and  Mifs  Veronica. 
Pray  teach  Veronica  to  love  me.     Bid  her  not  mind  mamma. 

"  Mrs.  Thrale  has  taken  cold,  and  been  very  much  difordered,  but  I  hope 
is  grown  well.  Mr.  Langton  went  yefterday  to  Lincohfliire,  and  has  invited 
Nicolaida'*  to  follow  him.  Beauclerk  talks  of  going  to  Bath.  I  am  to  fet 
out  on  Monday  j  fo  there  is  nothing  but  difperfion. 

"  I  have  returned  Lord  Hailes's  entertaining  fheets,  but  muft  ftay  till  I 
come  back  for  more,  becaufe  it  will  be  inconvenient  to  fend  them  after  me  in 
my  vagrant  ftate. 

"  I  promifed  Mrs.  Macaulay  ^  that  I  would  try  to  ferve  her  fon  at  Oxford. 
I  have  not  forgotten  it,  nor  am  unwilling  to  perform  it.  If  they  defire  to 
give  him  an  Englilh  education,  it  fhould  be  confidered  whether  they  cannot 
fend  him.  for  a  year  or  two  to  an  Englllh  fchooL  If  he  comes  immediately 
from  Scodand,  he  can  make  no  figure  in  our  Univerfities.  The  fchools  in 
the  north,  I  believe,  are  cheap;  and,  when  I  was  a  young  man,  were  emi- 
nently good. 

"  There  are  two  litde  books  publiflied  by  the  Foulis,  Telemachus  and 
CoUins's  Poems>  each  a  (hilling ;  I  would  be  glad  to  have  them. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwdl,  though  (he  does  not  love  me. 
You  fee  what  pcrverfe  things  ladies  are,  and  how  little  fit  to  be  trufted  with 
feudal  eftates.  When  fhc  mends  and  loves  me,  there  may  be  more  hope  of 
her  daughters. 

"  I  will  not  fend  compliments  to  my  friends  by  name,  becaufe  I  would  be 
Ibath  to  leave  any  out  in  the  enumeration.  Tell  them,  as  you  fee  them,  how 
well  I  fpeak  of  Scotch  politeneis,  and  Scotch  holpitality,  and  Scotch  beauty, 
and  of  every  thing  Scotch,,  but  Scotch  oat*cakes  and  Scotfh  prejudices. 

"  Let  me  know  the  anfwer  of  Rafay,  and  the  decifion  relating  to  Sir 
Allan  \     I  am,  my  deareft  Sir,  with  great  affeftion> 

"  Your  moft  obliged  and  mofl:  humble  fervant, 

*•  May 27,  1775.,  Sam.  Johnson.*' 


♦  A  learned  Greek., 

»  Wife  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Kenneth  Macaulajr,  authour  of  "  The  Hiftoiy  of  St.  Kilda." 
^  A  law.fuit  carried  on  by  Sir  Allan  Maclean,  Chief  of  his  Clan»  to  recover  certain  parts  of 
his  family  eftace  from  the  Duke  of  Argyle. 

a  After 
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I77J*          After  my  return  to  Scotland,  I  wrote  three  letters  to  hina,  from  which  I 
•ittat.  66,  cxtraft  the  following  paflages : 

"  I  have  feen  Lord  Hailes  fince  I  -came  down.  He  tlrinks  it  wonderful 
that  you  are  pleafed  to  take  fo  much  pains  in  revifing  his  *  Annals.*  I  told 
him  that  you  faid  you  were  well  rewarded  by  the  entertainment  which  you  had 
in  reading  them.'* 

"  There  has  been  a  numerous  flight  of  Hcbrideans  in  Edinburgh  tliis 
fummer,  whom  I  have  been  happy  to  entertain  at  my  houfc.  Mr.  Donald 
Macqueen  ^  and  Lord  Monboddo  fuppcd  with  me  one  evening.  They  joined 
in  controverting  your  propofition,  that  the  Gaclick  of  the  Highlands  and  Ifles 
of  Scotland  was  not  written  till  of  late.'** 

"  My  mind  has  been  fomewhat  dark  this  fummer.  I  have  need  of  your 
warming  and  vivifying  rays  3  and  I  hope  I  fhall  have  them  frequently.  I  am 
going  to  pafs  fome  time  with  my  father  at  Auchinleck.'* 


To  James  Boswell,  Ef^. 

*^  Dear  Sir, 

*M  A  M  now  returned  from  the  annual  ramble  into  the  middle  counties^ 
Having  feen  nothing  that  I  had  not  feen  before,  I  have  nothing  to  relate.  Time 
has  left  that  part  of  the  ifland  few  antiquities ;  and  commerce  has  left  the 
people  no  Angularities.  1  was  glad  to  go  abroad,  and,  perhaps,  glad  to  come 
home  J  which  is,  in  other  words,  I  was,  I  am  afraid,  weary  of  bei^  at  home, 
and  weary  of  being  abroad.  Is  not  this  the  flate  of  life  ?  But,  if  we  confefs 
this  wearineis,  let  us  not  lament  it  -,  for  all  the  wife  and  all  the  good  fay,  that 
we  may  cure  it. 

**  For  the  black  fumes  which  rife  in  your  mind,  I  can  prefcribe  nothing 
but  that  you  difperfe  them  by  honefl  bufinefs  or  innocent  pleafure,  and  by 
reading  fometimes  eafy  and  fometimes  ferious.  Change  of  place  is  ufeful ; 
and  I  hope  that  your  refidence  at  Auchinlcck  will  have  many  good  eftefts. 


*♦»*♦♦ 


<€ 


That  I  (hould  have  given  pain  to  Rafay,  I  am  fmcerely  forry ;  and  am 
therefore  very  much  pleafed  that  he  is  no  longer  uneafy.  He  flill  thinks  that 
I  have  reprefented  him  as  perfonally  giving  up  the  Chieftainlhip.  I  meant 
only  that  it  was  no  longc  rcontefled  between  the  two  houfes,  and  luppofed  it 

7  A  very  learned  xninifler  in  the  lile  of  Sky,  whom  both  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  have  mentioned 
with  regard. 

fettled 
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fettled,  perhaps,  by  the  ceffion  of  fome  remote  generation,  in  the  houfc  of     »77J- 
Dunvegan.     I  am  forry  the  advertifement  was  not  continued  for  three  or  four  /^xau  66. 
times  in  the  papers. 

"  That  Lord  Monboddo  and  Mr.  Macquecn  Ihould  controvert  a  pofition 
contrary  to  the  imaginary  intereftof  literary  or  national  prejudice,  might  be 
eafily  imagined;  but  of  a  Handing  fiift  there  ought  to  be  no  controverfy:  If 
there  are  men  with  tails,  catch  an  homo  caudatus  \  if  there  was  writing  of 
old  in  the  Highlands  or  Hebrides,  in  the  Erie  language,  produce  the 
manufcripts.  Where  men  write,  they  will  write  to  one  another,  and  fome  of 
their  letters,  in  families  ftudious  of  their  anceftry,  will  be  kept.  In  Wales 
there  arc  many  manufcripts. 

^*  I  have  now  three  parcels  of  Lord  Hailes's  hiftory,  which  I  purpofe  to 
return  all  the  next  week :  that  his  relpeft  for  my  little  obfervadons  ihould 
keep  his  work  in  fufpenfc,  makes  one  of  the  evils  of  my  journey.  It  is  in 
our  language,  I  think,  a  new  mode  of  hiftory,  which  tells  all  that  is 
wanted,  and,  I  fqppofe,  all  that  is  known,  without  laboured  iplendour  of 
language,  or  affe£bed  fubtilty  of  conje<5hire.  The  exadbiefs  of  his  dates 
raifes  my  wonder.  He  ieems  to  have  the  clofenefs  of  Henault  without  his 
conftraint. 

"  Mrs.  Thrale  was  fo  entertained  with  your  *  Journal '/  that  Ibe  almoft 
read  herfelf  blind.     She  has  a  great  regard  for  you. 

"  Of  Mrs.  Bofwell,  though  fhe  knows  in  her  heart  that  fhe  does  not  love 
me »  I  am  always  glad  to  hear  any  good,  and  hope  that  fhe  and  the  litde     - 
dear  ladies  will  have  neither  ficknefs  nor  any  other  aifHiftion.     But  fhe  knows 
that  fhe  does  not  care  what  becomes  of  me,  and  for  that  fhe  may  be  furc 
that  I  think  her  very  much  to  blame. 

«*  Never,  my  dear  Sir,  do  you  take  it  into  your  head  to  think  that  I  do 
not  love  you  5  you  may  fctde  yourfclf  in  full  confidence  both  of  my  love 
and  my  cfteem;  I  love  you  as  a  kind  man,  I  vahie  you  as  a  worthy  man, 
and  hope  in  time  to  reverence  you  as  a  man  of  exemplary  piety.  I  hold 
you  as  Hamlet  has  it,  « in  my  heart  of  heart/  and,  dierefore,  it  is  litde  to 
jfay,  that  I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  alTeftionate  humble  fervant, 
"  London.  Auguft,  27,  1775.  Sam.  JoHNSo N.'* 

*  My  **  Jounttl  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides/*,  which  that  lady  md  in  the  original  manufcript." 


S  S  S 


To 
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T!o  the  Jatrn. 
'*  Sir, 

"  IF  ia  thefe  papers',  there  is  litde  alteration  attempted^  do  not 
fuppofe  me  negligent.  I  have  read  them  perhaps  more  clofely  dian  the  rcfts 
but  I  find  nothing  worthy  of  an  objedtioD^ 

"  Write  to  me  foon,  and  write  often,  and  tcU  mc  all  your  honeft  heart. 

"  I  am.  Sir, 

^*  Your*s  afiedionately, 
'•  Augnftso,  1775.  Sam.  Johnson.'' 

Tc  the  Same, 
f*  My  dear  Sir, 

<^  I  NOW  write  to  you,  left  in  {occsk  of  your  freaks  and  homours  you 
ihonld  fancy  yourfelf  neglcftcd.  Such  fencies  I  mufb  entreat  yon  never  to^ 
admit,  at  leafl  never  to  indulge,  for  my  regard  fer  yoo  b  fb  jradicated  and 
ibied,  that  it  is  become  part  of  my  mind,  and  cannot  bis  efiaced  bm  t^ 
ibme  caufe  uncommonly  violent;  therefore,  whether  I  write  or  not,  ftt  yoinr 
thoughts  at  reft.  I  now  write  to  tell  you  that  I  fhall  not  very  fbon  wricc 
again,  for  I  am  to  ibt  out  to-morrow  on  another  jotimey. 


^  Your  fHemls  are  all  well  at  Streatham,  and  in  Leicefler-fiekts*    Vi 
y  cosnqpdiiments  to  Mrs.  Bofiveiiy    if  ftic  k  in  good  humour  mth 

^  I  amy  Sir,  &c. 

*•  Septeaberi4>  1775.  Sam.  JoffNSON. 


y 


What  he  mentions  in  iiich  li^t  tenm  as,  ^  I  am  to  fet  out  tx>-morrow 
on  anothev  journey,"  I  focoi  afterwards,  di^vered  was  no-  fefs  than  a  tour  m 
France  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrakr  This  was  ^  only  time  in  Ms  fi& 
diaic  he  wot  upoa  the  Continent. 

7(7  "Dr.  Samuel  Johkson. 

Edinburgh,  Oft.  24,  r775. 

<*  My  dear  Sir, 

"  I F  I  had  not  been  informed  that  you  were  at  Paris,  you  fhould 
have  had  a  letter  from  me  by  the  earlieft  opportunity,  announcing  the  birth 


*  Another  psurcd  of  Lord  Hailes's  *'  Annala  of  Scotland.'* 


Ot 
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Df  nof  Son,  on  die  9th  inftant ;  I  have  named  him  Alexander,  after  1117  £ithcr.      i77!r« 
I  now  write,  as  I  fuppofe  your  £^liow  traveler,  Mr.  Tlnrale,  wiH  return  to  '^tutT^ 
Ijondon  this  week  to  attend  his  duty  in  parUament,  and  diat  yxyu  wall  not 
ftay  behisid  him. 

'  I  feod  another  parcel  of  Lord  Hailes^s  ^  Annals.'^  2  hare  undeitakea  to 
folicit  you  for  a  fav^our  to  him,  which  he  thus  requefts  in  a  ictter  to  mt : 
**  I  intend  foon  to  give  fGQ  the  '  Life  of  Robert  Bruce,'  which  you  will  be 
pleaied  to  tranfmit  to  Dr.  Johnfon.  I  wifh  that  you  could  aflift  ^e  in 
a  fancy  which  I  have  taken,  of  getting  Dr.  Johnfon  to  draw  a  charafter  of 
Robert  Bruce,  from  the  account  that  I  give  of  that  prince.  If  he  finds 
materials  for  it  in  my  work,  •  it  will  be  a  proof  that  I  have  been  fortunate  in 
felefting  the  moft  ftriking  incidents.' 

**  I  fuppofe  by  '  The  Life  tf  Robert  Brucey  his  Lordfliip  means  that  part 
^f  his  ^  Annals'  which  relates  &e  hiflory  of  that  prince,  and  nod  it  leparaiee 
woik. 

*  Shall  we  have  "  A  Jmme^  n  Park''  frotm  you  in  the  «nntcr  ?  You  «tiU> 
I  hope,  at  any  rate  ht  kind  enough  to  giv«  me  fome  acccmnt  of  your  French 
travels  very  foon,  for  I  am  very  impatknc  What  a  diffencnt  fcene  jiavie 
fou  viewed  this .  autumn,  from  that  which  you  viewed  in  autumn  177  j1 
f  «ver  am^  my  dear  Sir, 

Your  much  obliged^  and  afie6tionate  htus&le  iervmt, 

**  James  BefiW£i.L^** 

TV  jAMtS  BOSWSLL,  Efq* 

«  Dear  Sir, 

^'  I  A  M  glad  diat  the  young  Laird  is  bom,  and  an  end,  as  I  hope,  put 
to  the  only  ccfitflTerence  that  you  can  evser  have  with  Mrs.  Bofwell'.  I  know 
that  ihe  does  not  k>ve  me,  but  I  intend  to  perfift  in  wifhing  her  well  till  I 
get  the  better  of  her. 

^  Paris  is,  indeed,  a  place  very  difieretit  from  the  Hebrides,  but  it  b  to  a 
hafly  traveller  not  fo  fertile  of  novelty,  nor  affords  fo  many  opportunities  of 
remark.  I  caiinot  pretend  to  tell  the  publick  any  thing  of  a  place  better 
known  to  many  of  itiy  readers  than  to  myfelf»  We  can  talk  of  it  when  We 
meet. 

"  I  Ihall  go  next  week  to  Streatham,  from  whence  I  purpofc  to  fend  a 
parcel  of  the  *  Hiftory*  every  poft»    Concerning  the  charafter  of  Bruce,  I 

*  Thii  «lMei  to  my  old  feudal  psnciple  of  preferring  ohJc  to  female  fucoofioii* 

S  s  fi  ft  can 
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can  only  fay^  that  I  do  not  fee  any  great  reaibn  for  writing  it,  but  I  fhall  noir 
^mt'  55,  calily  deny  what  Lord  Hailes  and  you  concur  in  defiring. 

'^  I  have  been  remarkably  healthy,  all  the  journey,,  and  hope  you  and'  your 
family  have  known  only  that  trouble  and  danger  which,  has  fb  happily 
terminated.  Among  all ,  the  congratulations  that  you  may^  za^ceire,.  I  hope 
you  believe  none  more  warm  or  fincere^  than  thofe  of,  dear  Sir, 

*^  Your  moft.  afFe£tionate> 

«'  November,!^,  1775*  Sam.  JohwsonJ*' 

To  JMn.  Lucy  Porter,  in  UtbfieU^., 

'*  Dear  Madam, 

"  THIS  week  I  came  home  from  Paris.  I  have  brought  you  z^ 
little  box,  which  I  thought  pretty  j  but  I  know  not  whether  it  is  properly  a 
ihuff-boxj  or  a  box  for  fbme  other  ufe..  I  will  fend  it,,  when  I  can  find  an 
opportunity;  I  have  been  through  the  whole  jpurncy*  remarkably  well.  My 
feUow-travellers  were  the  fame  whom  you  faw  at  Lichfield,  only,  we  took 
Baretti  with  us.  Paris  is  not  ib  fine  a  place  as  you  would  expeA.  The 
palaces  and  churdies,.  however,  are  very  fplendid  and  magnificent;  and  what 
would  pleafeyou,  there  are  many  very-iine  pidurjsss  but  I  do  not.  think 
their  way  of  life  commodious  or  pleafant.. 

•*  Let  me  know  how  your  health  has  been  all  this  while*  I'  hope  the  fine, 
fummer  has  given  you  flrength  fufHcient  to  encounter  the  winter. 

**  Make  my  compliments  to'  all  my  friends  i  andi  if  your  fingers  will  let 
you,  write  to  me,  or  let  your  maid  write,  if  it  be  troublelbme  to  you*    L 

am,  dear  Madam^ 

*  

<'  Your  moft  af&£UonaCe  humble  fervant,. 
"  Nov-.  \6t  i7.75»  Sam,  JaHK&OK/' 

Td  the  fime.. 

•^  D'ear  Madam, 

"  SOME  weeks  ago  T wrote  to  you,  to  tell  you  that  I  was  juft  come 
home  from ,  a^  rambk,  and'  hoped  that  I  fhould*  have  heard  from  you.    I  am 
afraid  winter  has  laid  bold  on  your  fingers,  and  hinders  you  from-  writing.  * 
However, .  let  fbmebody  writer .  if  you  cannot,  and  tell' me  how  you  do,  and  a . 

t 

*  There  can  be  no  doubt  diat  many  yean  previous  to  I77;>  he  correiponded  with  this  Iady». 
who  w«  hit  ftep-daughter,  but  none  of  his  earficr  letten  to  her  have  been  ptcferved* . 

«         '         . .  * 
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Cede  of  what  has  happened  at  Lichfield  among,  our  friends.    I  hope  you 
are  all  well. 

«  When  I  was  in  France^  I  dioijght  myfelf  growing  young,  but  am  afraid 
that  cold  weather  will  take  part  of  my  new  vigour  from  me.  Let  us,  how- 
ever, take  care  of  ourfelves,  and  lofe  no  part  of  our  health  by  negligence. 

"  I  never  knew  whether  you  received  the  Commentary  on  the  New  Tefta- 
rnent^  and  the  Travels,  and  the  glailes.. 

"  Do,  my  dear  love,  write  to  me  ;•  and  do  not  fct  us  forget  each  other. 
This  is  the  feafon  of  gpod  wiflies,  and  I  wifli  you  all  good.  I  have  not  lately 
fcen  Mr.  Porter',  nor  heard  of  him..    Is  he  with  you  ?. 

^<  Be  pleafed  to  make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Adey,  and  Mrs.  Cobb, 
vand  all  my  friends;  and.  wheal  can.  do  any.  good,  let  me  know.  I  am,  dear 
Madam,,. 

^  Yours,  mdft  affedionately, 

*•  DcccmBcr,  177^;-  Sam.  Johnson,'*' 


It  is  to  be  regretted,  diat  he  did  not  write  an  account  ofhis  travels  in  France  j- 
for  as  he  is  reported  to  have  once  faid,  that  '*  he*  could  write  the  Life  of  a 
Broomftick,"  fo,  itotwithftanding  fo  many  fi>rmer  traveUers  have  exhadted 
almoft  every  thing  flibjeft  for  remark  in  that  great  kingdom,  his  very  accurate 
obfervation,  and  peculiar  vigour  of  thought  and  illuftrarion,  would  have  pn>- 
duced  a  valuable  work.  During  his  vifit  to  it,  which  lafted  but  about  two 
months,  he  wrote  notes  or  minutes  of  what  he  faw.  He  promifed  to  Ihew 
me  them,  but  I  negkdted  to  put  him  in  mind  of  it;  and  the  greateft  part  of 
them  have  been  lofti  or,  perhaps,  deftroyed  in  that  precipitate  burning  of  his 
papers  a  few  days  before  his  deathi  which  muftever  be  lamented  :*  One  fmall 
paper-book,  however,  entided.  '*  France,  II."  has  been  preierved,and  is  in 
my  pofTeflion.  It  is  a  diurnal  reg^fter  of  his  life  and  obfervations,  from  the 
I'oth  of  Odober  to  the  4th  of  November,  inclufive,  being  twenty-fix  days  1 
and  ihews  an  extraordinary  attention  to  various  minute  particulars.  Being 
the  only  memorial  of  this  tour  that  remains,  my  readers,  I  am  confident, 
will  perufe  it  widi  pleafure, .  diough  his  notes  are  very  fhort,  and  cvidendy 
written  only  to  aflift  his  own  recoUeftion. 

**  Oct.  10.  Tuelday.   We  faw  the  Ecote  Militairey  in  which  one  hundred 
and  fifty  young  boy§  are  educated  for  the  army.     They  have  arms  of  different 

'  Son  of  Mrs«  Johnfooj  by  her  firft  hu(band» 

fizes,, 
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Rzcsj  accoaling  to  tfac  age^ — ^flints  of  wood.  The  building  is  very  large,  but 
nothing  fine,  except  the  council-room.  The  French  have  large  fquares  in  the 
yondows ; — they  make  good  iron  palifadcs.     Their  meals  are  grdfs. 

"  We  vifited  the  Obfenratory,  a  iarge  building  of  a  great  height.  The 
upper  ftones  of  the  parapet  very  large,  but  noc  cramped  with  iron.  The  flat 
on  the  top  is  very  excenfive  j  but  on  Ac  infidaced  part  there  is  no  parapet. 
Though  it  was  broad  enough,  I  did  not  care  to  go  vipon  it.  Maps  were  print- 
ing in  one  of  the  roomB. 

*'  We  walked  to  a  fmaJi  convent  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Oratory.  In  the 
reading-defk  of  the  refeAory  lay  Ae  Lives  of  the  Saints. 

<<  Oa.  1 1.  Wcdncfday.  Wc  went  to  ice  Wf^  de  ChaUois,  a  houfe  not 
very  large«  but  very  degxnt.  One  of  the  rooms  was  gilt  to  a  degree  diat  I 
never  faw  before.     The  upper  part  for  fervants  and  their  mailers  was  pretty. 

"  Thence  we  went  to  Mr.  MonviUc'sy  a  houfe  divided  into  fmalU  apart- 
ments, furnijhed  with  efFemin2i,te  and  minute  elegance— Porphyry. 

**  Thence  we  went  to  St.  Roque's  church,  which  is  very  large ;— the  lower 
part  of  the  pillars  hicrufted  with  marble.--^Thr6e  chapels  behind  the  high 
akar ;— the  laft  a  mafs  of  low  arches.— Altars,  I  believe,  all  round. 

*^  We  pafled  through  Place  de  Vendomey  z  fine  fquarc,  about  as  big  as 
Hanover-fquare*— Inhabited  by  the  high  -families, — ^X^ewis  XIV.  on  horfeback 
in  die  middle. 

^^  MonviUe  is  the  fon  of  a  farmer^ncraL  In  the  houfe  q£  Chadois  is  a 
room  fumifhed  with  japan^  fitted  up  in  Europe. 

"  We  dined  with  Boccage,  the  Marquis  Blanchctti,  and  his  iady.— The 
fweetmeats  taken  by  the  Marchioiiefs  Blanchetti,  after  obferving  that  they  wert 
dear. — Mr.  Le  Roy,  Count  Manucci  the  Abbe,  the  Prior,  and  Father  \Vil£>ii» 
who  ftaid  with  me,  till  I  took-faim  home  in  the  coach. 

^'  Bathiani  is  gone. 

**  The  French  have  no  kws  for  the  mamicnance  of  their  poor.-~Monk  noc 
ncceffarily  a  prieft. — Benedidtincs  rife  at  four  i — ^are  at  church  an  hour  and  hal£i 
at  church  again  half  an  hour  before,  half  an  hour  a&er  dinner ;  and  again  from 
lialf  an  hour  after  fe ven  to  eight.  They  may  fleep  eight  hours.— -Bodily  labour 
wanted  in  monafteries.  ' 

*'  The  poor  taken  to  hofpitals,  and  miferably  kept.— Monks  in  the  convent 
fifteen : — accounted  poor. 

"  Oa.  1 2.  ThurlHay.  We  went  to  the  Gobelins. — ^Tapeftry  makes  a  good 

pidhire ; — imitates  flefli  cxadlly. — One  piece  with  a  gold  ground  i — ^the  birds 

xiot  cxaftly  coloured. — ^Thence  we  went  to  the  Kmg's  cabinet  i— very  neat, 

not> 
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not,  perhaps,  perfcft.— Gold  ore.— *Candles  of  the  candle-tree.*— Seeds.—  1775- 
Woods* — ^Thence  to  Gagnier's  houfe,  where  I  faw  rooms  nine,  furnifhed  with  ^^^  ^s. 
z  profofion  of  wealth  and  ekgance  which  I  never  have  feen  before.^— Vafes. — 
Pictures.—- The  dragon  china. — The  iuftre  faid  to  be  of  crjrftal,  and  to  have 
coft  3>SooL — ^The  whole  furniture  faid  to  have  coft  125,000!. — Damafk 
hangings  covered  widi  pidturcs. — ^Porphyry.— This  houfe  ftruck  me.— Then 
we  waited  on  the  ladies  xo  MonviUe's. — ^Captain  Irwin  with  us  *. — Spain.  County 
Qowns  all  beggars*— At  Dijoa  he  could  not  find  the  way  to  Orleans. — Crofe 
loads  of  France  very  bad, — Five  fokiiers.-— Woman.— Soldiers  efcaped.— ' 
The  Colonel  would  not  lofe  five  men  for  the  death  of  one  woman. — The 
magiftratc  cannot  feize  a  ibldier  but  by  the  Colonel's  permiflion.— -Good  inn  at 
Nifines.— Moors  cf  Barbary  fond  of  Englifhmen. — Gibraltar  eminently 
healthy ;— 4t  has  beef  from.  Barbary.. — ^There  is  a  large  garden. — Soldiers 
fometimes  fall  from  the  rock. 

"  0&.  13;  Friday.  I  ftaid  at  home  all  day,  only  went  to  find  the  Prior,  who   - 
was  not  at  home. — \  read  Ibmething  in  Canus  ^. — Nee  admiror^  nee  multum  laudo. 

"  06t.  14.  Saturday.  We  went  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Argenfon,  which 
wa»  almoft  wairifcotted  with  looking-glafles,  and  covered  with  gold. — The 
ladies'  clofet  waiWcotted  with  large  IquarS  of  glafs  over  painted  paper. "  They 
jilways  place  mirrcHirs  to  refleft  their  rooms. 

**  Then  we  went  to  JuHen's,  the-  Treaforer  of  the  Clergy :— 30,0001.  a 
year.- The  houfe  has  no  very  large  room,  but  is  fet  with  mirrours,  and 
covered  with  gpld.^^Books  of  wood  here,  and  in  another  library. 

*^  At  D 's  I  looked  into  the  books  in  the  lady's  clofet,  and,  in  con- 
tempt, fhewed  them  to  Mr.  T. — Prince  Till ;  Biil.  des  Fees^  and  other  books.—* 
She  was  ofFendicd^  and  fluit  up,  as  we  heard  afterwards,  her  apartment, 

«  Then  we  went  to  Julien  Le  Roy,  the  King's  watch-maker,  a  man  of 
charafter  in  his  bufinefs,  who  Ihcwed  a  ihiall  clock  made  to  find  the  longi- 
tude.— ^A  decent  man. 

*^  Afterwards  we  faw  the  Palais  Marcbaxd,  and  the  Courts  of  Juflice,  civil 
and  criminal. — Queries  on  the  Sellette. — This  building  has  the  old  Gothick 
paflTages,  and  a  great  appearance  of  antiquity.— Three  hundred  prifoners  fome- 
times in  the  gaol. 

"  Much  dilturbed  i — hope  na  iUr wilt  be*. 

*  The  reft  of  this  paxagraph  appeaiB  to  be  a  minute  of  what  was  told  by  Captain  Irwin. 

^  Melchior  Canus»  a  celebrated  Spaniih  Dominican^  who  died  at  Toledo,  in  1560.     He 

wrote  a  treatiie  De  Loch  Thoiogicis,  in  twelve  books. 

**  This  paflag^,.  whioh  ibme  may  tUnk  fii|>eiftitious,  lemiiids  me  of  Archbifiiop  Laud's 

Diary, 

6>  "  In 
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W75-         "In  the  afternoon  I  vifited  Mr.  Freron  the  journalift.   He  fpoke  Latin  very 

^EuLuee.  Scantily,   but  fecmed  to  underftand  me. — His  houfe  not  iplendid,    but  of 

commodious  fize. — His  family,  wife,  fon,  and  daughter,  not  elevated  but 

decent. — I  was  pleaied  with  my  reception.— He  is  to  tranflate  my  book,  which 

I  am  to  fend  him  with  notes. 

♦*  Oft.  15.  Sunday.  At  Choifi,  a  royal  palace  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine, 
about  7  m,  from  Paris, — ^The  terrace  noble  along  the  river.— The  rooms 
numerous  and  grand,  but  not  difcriminated  from  other  palaces,— -The  chapei 
beautiful,  but  fmall. — ^China  globes.— Inlaid  tablo—Labyrinth.*— Sinking 
table. — Toilet  tables. 

**  Oft.  1 6.  Monday.  The  Palais  Royal  very  grand,  large,  and  lofty.— A 
very  great  colleftion  of  pidtures.— Three  of  Raphael — ^Two  Holy  Family.— 
One  fmall  piece  of  M.  Angelo. — One  room  of  Rubens^ — I  thought  the  pic- 
tures of  Raphael  fine. 

-**  The  Thuilleries. — Statues. — Venus.— ^n.  and  Anchiies  in  his  arms.— 
Nilus. — Many  more.— The  walks  not  open  to  mean  perfbns. — Chairs  at  night 
hired  for  two  fous  a  piece.-— Pont  tournant 

'<  Auftin  Nuos. — Grat€. — Mrs.  Fennor,  Abbefs. — She  knew  Pope,   and 

thought  him  difagreeable. — Mrs.  -^ has  many  books ;- has  feen  life.— 

Their  frondet  difagreeable. — Their  hood — Their  life  eafy. — Rife  about  five  ; 
hour  and  half  in  chapeL — Din^  at  ten.— Another  hour  and  half  at  chapel ; 
half  an  hour  about  three,  and  half  an  hour  more  at  feven : — four  hours  in 
chapel.- A  large  garden.— Thirteen  penfioners.*^— Teacher  complained; 

'*  At  the  Boulevards  faw  nothing,  yet  was  glad  to  be  there. — Rope-daricing 
and  farce. — Egg  dance. 
,  "  N.  [Note.]    Near  Piiris,  whether  on  week-days  or  Sundays,  the  roads 

empty. 

^^  Oft.  17.  Tuefday.    At  the  Palais  Marchand.— I  bought 
A  fnufF-box,  24  L* 

Table  book  i< 
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^^  We  heard  the  lawyers  plead. — N.  As  many  killed  at  Paris  as  there  are 
days  in  the  year. — Chambre  de  queftion. — Tournclle  at  the  Palais  Marchand.— 
An  old  venerable  building. 

'^  The  Palais  Bourbon,  belonging  to  the  Prince  of  Condc.    Only  one 
fmall  wing  fhown  j — lofty  j — fplendid  5 — gold  and  glafs. — The  iatdcs  of  the 
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great  Condc  arc  painted  in  one  of  the  roon)s.   The  prefent  Prince  a  ^randfire 
at  thirty-nine. 

*'  The  fight  of  palaces,  and  other  great  buildings,  leaves  no  very  diftin6t 
images,  unlefs  to  thofe  who  talk  of  them,  and  imprefs  them.  As  I  entered, 
my  wife  was  in  my  mind':  fhe  would  have  been  pleaied.  Having  now 
nobody  to  pleafe,  I  am  little  pleaied. 

**  N.  In  France  there  is  no  middle  rank. 

"  So  many  fhpps  open,  that  Sunday  is  litde  diftinguilhed  at  Paris. — ^Thc 
palaces  of  Louvre  and  Thuilleries  granted  out  in  lodgings. 

"  In  the  Palaq  de  Bourbon^  gilt  globes  of  metal  at  the'  fire-place. 

*'  The  French  beds  commended. — Much  of  the  marble,  only  pafle. 

^*  The  Coloflieum  a  mere  wooden  building,  at  leaft  much  of  it. 

"  Oft.  1 8.  Wednefday.  We  went  to  Fontainebleau,  which  we  found  a 
large  mean  town,  crouded  with  people. — The  foreft  thick  with  woods,  very 
cxtenfive.— Manucci  fecured  us  V)dging. — The  appearance  of  the  country 
pleafant. — No  hills,  few  ftreams,  only  one  hedge. — I  remember  no  chapels 
nor  croflcs  on  the  road. — Pavement  ftill,  and  rows  of  trees. 

'^  N.  Nobody  but  mean  people  walk  in  Paris. 

^*  Oft.  1 9.  Thurfday.  At  court,  we  faw  the  apartments  j — ^the  King's  bed- 
chamber and  council- chamber  extremely  fplendid. — ^Perfons  of  all  ranks  in 
the  external  rooms  through  which  the  family  pafless — ^fervants  and  mailers.— 
Brunet  with  us  the  fecond  time. 

"  The  iritroduftor  came  to  us ; — civil  to  me.— Prefenting. — I  had  fcruples. 
Not  neceflary.— We  went  and  faw  the  King  and  Queen  at  dinner.—- 
We  faw  the  other  ladies  at  dinner— Madame  Elizabeth,  with  the  Princefe  of 
Guimene.— At  night  we  went  to  a  comedy.  I  neither  faw  nor  heard.—- 
Drunken  women.— Mrs.  Th.  preferred  one  to  the  other. 

*^  Oft.  20.  Friday.  We  faw  the  Queen  mount  in  the  forefl:.— Brown 
habit ;  rode  afide :  one  lady  rode  afide.— The  Queen's  horfc  light  grey  j-*- 
martingale.— She  galloped.— -We  then  went  to  the  apartments,  and  admired 
them, — Then  wandered  through  the  palace.— In  the  paflages,  fl:alls  and  Ihops.— 
Painting  in  frefco  by  a  great  mafter,  worn  out.— We  faw  the  King's  horles 
and  dogs. — The  dogs  almoft  all  Englilh.— Degenerate. 

"  The  horles  not  much  commended. — ^The  (tables  cool ;  the  kennel  filthy. 

**  At  night  the  ladies  went  to  the  opera.  I  refiifed,  but  fhould  have  been 
welcome. 

*  His  tender  afied^ion  for  his  departed  mfe,  of  vhich  there  are  many  evidences  in  his 
**  Prayen  and  Meditations,"  appears  very  feelingly  in  this  paflage^ 
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**  The  King  fed  himfelf  with  his  left  hand  as  we. 

"  Saturday,  21.  In  the  night  I  got  ground.— -We  came  home  to  Paris.— 
I  think  we  did  not  fee  the  chapel.— Tree  broken  by  the  wind.— The  French 
chairs  made  all  of  boards  painted. 

"  N.  Soldiers  at  the  court  of  juftice. — Soldiers  not  amenable  to  the 
magiftrates. — Dijon  woman  *. 

"  Faggots  in  the  palace.— -Every  thing  flovenly,  except  ia  the  chief  rooms. 
•—Trees  in  the  roads,  fome  tail,  none  old,  many  very  young  and  fmall. 

"  Women's  faddles  feem  ill  made. —  Queen's  bridle  woven  with  filvcr.— 
Tags  to  ftrike  the  horfc. 

"  Sunday,  Oft.  22.  To  Verfailles,  a  mean  town. — Carriages  of  bufinefs 
pafling. — Mean  fhops  againft  the  wall. — Our  way  lay  through  Seve,  where 
the  China  manufafture. — Wooden  bridge  at  Seve,  nn  the  way  to  Verfailles,— 
The  palace  of  great  extent.— ^The  front  long  j  I  faw  it  not  perfeftly. — The 
Menagerie.  Cygnets  dark;  their  black  feet;  on  the  ground;  tame.— Halcyons, 
or  guUs. — Stag  and  hind,  young. — Aviary,  very  large :  the  net,  wire. — ^Black 
flag  of  China,  fmall. — Rhinoceros,  the  horn  broken  and  pared  away,  which, 
I  fuppofc,  will  grow ;  the  bafis,  I  think,  four  inches  crofs ;  the  fkin  folds  like 
loofe  cloth  doubled  over  his  body,  and  crofs  his  hips ;  a  vaft  animal  though . 
young ;  as  big,  perhaps,  as  four  oxen. — The  young  elephant,^  with  his  tulks 
juft  appearing. — The  brown  bear  put  out  his  paws;. — all  very  tame. — ^The 
lion.*— The  tigers  I  did  not  well  view. — The  camel,  or  dromedary  with  two 
bunches,  called  die  Huguin*,  taller  than  any  horfe. — Two  camels  with  one 
bunch.— Among  the  birds  was  a  pMican,  who  being  let  out,  went  to  a 
fountain,  and  fwam  about  to  catch  fifh.  His  feet  well  webbed :  he  dipped  his 
head,  and  turned  his  long  bill  fidewifc  He  caught  two  or  three  fifh,  but  did 
not  eat  them. 

"  Trianon  is  a  kind  of  retreat  appendant  to  Verfailles.  It  has  an  open  portico; 
the  pavement,  and,  I  think,  the  pillars,  of  marble. — There  are  many  rooms> 
which  I  do  not  diftinftly  remember. — ^A  table  of  porphyry,  about  five  feet 
long,  and  between  two  ahd  three  broad,  given  to  Lewis  XIV.  by  the  Venetian, 
State. — ^In  the  council-room  almoft  all  that  was  not  door  or  window,  was,  I 
think,  looking-glafs. — Little  Trianon  is  a  fmall  palace  like  a  gendeman's 
houfe.— The  upper  floor  paved  with  brick. — ^Litde  Vienne. — The  court  ]& 
ill  paved. — Th'e  rooms  at  the  top  are  fmall,  fit  to  footh  the  imagination  with 
privacy.     In  the  front  of  Verfailles  are  fmall  bafons  of  water  on  the  terrace^ 

'  Sec^,  503. 

*  This  epithet  (hould  be  applied  to  this  animal  with  one  bunch. 
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end  other  bafons,  I  think,  below  them,— There  arc  little  courts.— >*The  great 
gallery  is  wainfcotted  with  mirrors,  not  very  large,  but  joined  by  frames.  I 
fuppoie  the  large  plates  were  not  yet  made.— The  play-houfe  was  very  large.— 
The  chapel  I  do  not  remember  if  we  faw. — ^We  faw  one  chapel,  but  I  am 
not  certain  whether  there  or  at  Trianon.— The  foreign  office  paved  with 
bricks.— The  dinner  half  a  Louis  each,  and,  I  think,  a  Louis  over.- Money 
given  at  Menagerie,  three  livres  j  at  palace,  fix  livres. 

"  Oft;  23.  Monday.  Laft  night  I  wrote  to  Levet.»-— We  went  to  fee  the 
looking-glafles  wrought  They  come  from  Normandy  in  caft  plates,* 
perhaps  the  third  of  an  inch  thick.  At  Paris  they  are  ground  upon  a 
marble  table,  by  rubbing  one  plate  on  another  with  grit  between  them. 
The  various  fapds,  of  which  there  are  faid  to  be  five,  I  could  not  learn. 
The  handle,  by  which  the  upper  glafs  is  moved,  has  the  form  of  a  wheel, 
which  may  be  moved  ih  all  direftions.  The  plates  are  fent  up  with  their 
furfaces  ground,  but  not  poliihed,  and  fo  continue  till  they  are  belpoken, 
kft  time  ihould  fpoil  the  fiirfece,  as  we  were  told.  Thofe  that  arc  to  be 
poliflied,  are  laid  on  a  table  covered  with  feveral  thick  cloths,  hard  flrained,  that 
the  refijflance  may  be  equal ;  they  are  then  rubbed  with  a  hand  rubber,  held 
down  hard  by  a  contrivance  which  I  did  not  well  underftand.  The  powder 
which  is  ufcd  laft  fecmed  to  me  to  be  iron  diffolved  in  aqua  fortis :  they 
called  it,  as  Baretti  faid,  marc  de  Veau  fortt^  which  he  thought  was  dregs. 
They  mentioned  vitriol  and  laltpctre.  The  cannon  ball  fwam  in  the  quick- 
filver.  To  filver  them,  a  leaf  of  beaten  tin  is  laid,  and  rubbed  with  quick- 
filver,  t0  4¥hich  it  unites.  Then  more  quickfilver  is  poured  upon  it,  which* 
by  its  mutual  [attraftion]  rifes  very  high.  Then  a  paper  is  laid  at  the  nearefl. 
end  of  the^  plate,  over  which  the  glafs  is  Aided  till  it  lies  upon  the  plate, 
having  driven  much  of  the  quickfilver  before  it.  It  is  then,  I  think,  prefled 
upon  cloths,  and  then  fet  Hoping  to  drop  the  fuperfluous  mercury  j  the  flope 
is  daily  heigthened  towards  a  perpendicular. 

"  In  the  way  I  faw  the  Greve,  the  mayor's  houfc,  and  the  Baftile. 

**  We  then  went  to  Sans-terre,  a  brewer.  He  brews  with  about  as  much 
jiialt  as  Mr.  Thrale,  and  fells  his  beer  at  the  fame  price,  though  he  pays  no 
duty  for  malt,  and  little  more  than  half  as  much  for  beer.  Beer  is  fold 
retail  at  6d.  a  bottle.  He  brews  4,000  barrels  a  year.  There  are  feventeen 
brewers  in  Paris,  of  whom  none  is  fuppofed  to  brew  more  than  he: — 
reckoning  them  at  3,000  each,  they  make  51,000  a  year.— They  make  their 
malt,  for  malting  is  here  no  trade. 

'^  The  moat  of  the  Baftile  is  dry. 
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^'  Oft.  24.  Tuefday,  We  vifited  the  King's  library — I  (aw  the  Speculum 
humane  Salvationist  rudely  printed,  with  ink,  fomerimes  pale,  fomctimes  blacky 
part  fuppofcd  to  be  with  wooden  types,  and  part  with  pages  cut  on  boards.— 
The  Bible,  fuppofed  to  be  older  than  that  of  Mentz,  in  62 :  it  has  no  date; 
it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  printed  with  wooden  types.— -I  am  in  doubt;  the 
print  is  large  and  fair,  in  two  folios.-— Another  book  was  fliown  me,  fuppofed 
to  have  been  printed  witfi  wooden  types; — I  think,  Durandi^an£iuarium  in  58^ 
This  is  inferred  from  the  difFerence  of  form,  fometimes  feen  in  the  fame 
jetter,  which  might  be  ftruck  with  different  puncheons.— The  regular 
fimilitude  of  moft  letters  proves  better  that  they  arc  metal.— I  faw  nothing 
but  the  Speculum  which  I  had  not  feen,  I  think,  before. 

*'  Thence  to  the  Sorbonne. — ^The  library  very  large,  not  in  lattices  like 
the  King's.  Marbone  and  Durandiy  q.  coUedtion  14  vol.  Scriptares  4€ 
rebus  Gallicis\  many  folios.— -jH^/^^^ir^  Genedogique  of  France^  9  vol. — Gallia 
Cbrijliana,  the  firft  edition,  4to.  the  laft,  f.  1 2  vol. — ^The  Prior  and  Librarian 
dined  [with  us]  ; — I  waited  on  them  home.— Their  garden  pretty,  with  covered 
walks,  but  fmall ;  yet  may  hold  many  ftudents. — The  Doftors  of  the  Sor- 
bonne are  all  equal ; — choofe  thofc  who  fucceed  to  vacancies.— Profit  little. ' 

"  Oft.  25.  Wednefday.    I  Went  with  the  Prior  to  St.  Cloud,  to  fee  Dr. 
Hooke. — We  walked  round  the  palace,  and  had  fome  talk.— I  dined  with 
our  whole  company  at  the  Monaftery.— In  the  library,  Beroald, — Cymoni*-^ 
7/V«j,— from  Boccace  Oratio  Prcverbialis  i    to   the  Virgin,   from  Petrarch  1 
Falkland  to  Sandys ;— Dryden's  Preface  to  the  third  vol.  of  Mifcellanies '. 
"  06t.  26.  Thurlday.  We  faw  the  china  at  Seve,   cut,   glazed,   painted. 
Bellevue,  a  pleafing  houfe,  not  great :  fine  prolpeft.— Meudon,  an  old  palace- 
Alexander  in  porphyry :  hollow  between  eyes  and  ncfe,  thin  cheeks.— Plato 
and  Ariftode.— Noble  terrace  overlooks  the  town.— •St.  Cloud. — Gallery  not 
very  high,  nor  grand,  but  pleafing. — In  the  rooms,  Micliael  Angclo,  drawn 
by  himfelf.  Sir  Thomas  More,  Des  Cartes,  Bochait,  Naudaeus,  Mazarine.— 
Gilded  wainfcot,  fo  common  that  it  is  not  minded.— <jough  and  Keene.«~ 
Hooke  came  to  us  at  the  inn.— A  mefTage  from  Drumgould. 

"  Oft,   27.   Friday.     I  ftaid  at   home.— Gopgh  and  Kcene,    and  Mrs. 

S 's  friend  dined  with  us.— This  day  we  began  to  have  a  fiie.— • 

The  weather  is  grown  very  cold,  and  I  fear,  has  a  bad  effeft  upon  my  breathy 
which  has  grown  miich  more  free  and  eafy  in  this  counti  y. 

*'  Sat.  Oft.  28.     I  vifited  the  Grand   Chartreux  built  by  St.  Louis.— 
It  is  built  for  forty,  but  contains  only  twenty-four,  and  will  not  maintain 

'  He  means,  I  fuppofe,  that  he  read  thefe  different  pieces,  while  he  remained  in  the  library. 
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more.— The  friar  that  Ipoke  to  us  had  a  pretty  apartment.— Mr.  Barctti 
iays,  four  rooms  -,  I  remember  but  three.— His  books  feemed  to  be  French.— 
His  garden  was  neat ;  he  gave  me  grapes. — We  faw  the  Place  de  Vi6toire, 
with  the  ftatues  of  the  King,  and  the  captive  nations. 

^*  We  faw  the  palace  and  gardens  of  Luxembourg,  but  the  gallery  was 
(hut. — ^We  climbed  to  the  top  flairs. — ^I  dined  with  Colbrooke,  who  had  much 
company : — ^Foote,  Sir  George  Rodney,  Motteux,  Udfon,  Taaf.— Called  on 
the  Prior,  and  found  him  in  bed. 

**  Hotel—a  guinea  a  day.— Coach,  three  guineas  a  week. — ^Valet  de  place, 

three  1.  a  day. — Avant-coureury   a  guinea  a    week.— Ordinary    dinner,    fix 

1.  a  head. — Our   ordinary    feems    to   be  about    five  guineas   a  day. — ^Our 

extraordinary  expences,  as  diverfions,  gratuities,  clothes,  I  cannot  reckon.—^ 

Our  travelling  is  ten  guineas  a  day. 

White  flockings,  1 8  1.  Wig.— Hat. 

Sunday,  Oft.  29.   We  faw  the  boarding-fchool.*— The  Enfans  trouvis.-^ 

A  room  with  about  eighty-fix  children  in  cradles,  as  fweet  as  a  parlour.—- 

They  lofe  a  third  j  take  in  to.  perhaps  more  than  feven  [years  old] ;   put 

them  to  trades  j  pin  to  them  the  papers  fent  with  them.— -Want  nurfes.— 5aw 

their  chapel. 

"  Went  to  St.  Euflatia  i  faw  an  innumerable  company  of  girls  catechifed, 

in  many  bodies,  perhaps  100  to  a  catechifl.- Boys  taught  at  one  time,    girls 

at  another. — ^The  fermon;  the  preacher  wears  a  cap,  which  he  takes  off  at' 

the  name :— his  adtion  uniform,  not  very  violent. 

^*  Oft.  30.  Monday.  We  faw  the  library  of 'St.  Germain.— A  vtry  noble 
QoMt&Aon.^^Codex  Divinorum  Officiorumy  1459:^-^1  letter,,  fquare  like»  that 
of  the  Offices y  perhaps  the  fame. — .The  Codex y  by  Fufl  and  Gernfhcym.— 
MeurfiuSy  12  v.  {oij^—AmadiSy  in  French,  3  v.  fol.— -CATHOLicoN^wWi^i&iWi^, 
but  of  1460.— Two  other  editions*,  one  by 

Auguftin.  de  Gvitate  Deiy  without  name,  date,  or  place,  but  of  Fufl's  fquare 
fetter  as  it  feems. 

**  I  dined  with  Col.  Drumgould  5— had  a  pleafing  afternoon. . 

•*  Some  of  the  books  of  St.  Germain's  fland  in  preflfes  from  the  wall, 
like  thofe  at  Oxford. 

^  I  have  looked  in  vain  into  De  Bare,  Meerman,  Mattaire,.  and  other  typographical  book«» 
for  the  two  editions  of  the  *«  Catholkon^^  which  Dr.  Johnfon  mentions  here,  ytv^nanut  which 
I  cannot  make  out.  I  read ''  one  by  Latinitts^  one  by  Boedinus"  I  have  depoilted  the  original  MS. 
in  the  Britifli  Mufeam,  where  the  carious  may  fee  it.  My  grateful  acknowledgements  are  dac 
to  Mr.  Pianta  for  the  trouble  he  was  pleafed  to  take  in  aiding  my  refearches* 
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177J.         '«  0(3:.  31.  Tuefday.    I  lived  at   the  Benediftinesj  meagre  day;    foup 

Mut  66.  nieagre,  herrings,  eels^  both  with  fauce ;  fryed  fifh  j  lentik,  taftelefs  in  them- 

felvcs.  In  the  library ;  where  I  found  Maffeus's  de  Hiftorid  Indicd :  Promontorium 

Jlellere^  to  double  the  Cape.  I  parted  very  tenderly  from  the  Prior  and  Friar  Wilkesu 

"  Maitre  es  ArtSy  2  y.'^Bacc^  TheoL  3  y. — UcenHate^  2  y.^—Doffor  Tb. 
1  y.  in  all  9  years.— For  the  doftorate  three  difputations,  Major^  Minor^ 
Sorbonica. — Seveiral  colleges  fupprefled,  and  transferred  to  that  wliich  was 
the  Jefuit's  College. 

"  Nov.  I.  Wednefday.  We  left  Paris.— -St.  Denis,  a  large  town;  the 
church  not  very  large,  but  the  middle  iQe  is  very  lofty  and  awefuL— On  the 
left  are  chapels  built  beyond  the  line  of  the  wall,  which  deftroy  the  fytn- 
metry  of  the  fides.— The  organ  is  higher  above  the  pavement  than  any  I 
have  ever  feen.— The  gates  are  of  brafs.— On  the  middle  gate  is  the  hiftory 
of  our  Lord.— The  painted  windows  are  hiftorical,  and  faid  to  be  eminently 
beautiful.-^We  were  at  another  church  belonging  to  a  convent,  of  which  the 
portal  is  a  dome  j  we  could  not  enter  further,  and  it  was  almoft  dark. 

"  Nov.  2.  Thurfday.  We  came  this  day  to  ChantiUy,  a  feat  belonging 
to  the  Prince  of  Condc.— -This  place  is  eminendy  beautified  by  all  varieties 
of  waters  ftarting  up  in  fountains,  falling  in  cafcades,  running  in  ftreams,  and 
^read  in  lakes.— -The  water  feems  to  be  too  near  the  houfe.— All  this  j^rater 
is  brought  from  a  fource  or  river  three  leagues  off,  by  an  artificial  canal, 
which  for  one  league  is  carried  under  ground.— The  houfe  is  magnificent.—- 
The  cabinet  feems  well  ftocked :  what  I  remember  was,  the  jaws  of  a  hippo- 
potamus, and  a  yovng  hippopotamus  preferved,  which,  however,  >s  fo  fmall 
that  I  doubt  its  reality.-^— It  feems  too  hairy  for  an  abortion,  and  too  fmall 
for  a  mature  birth. — ^Nothing  was  in  (pirits;  all  was  dry.— The  dog;  the  deerj 
the  ant-bear  with  long  Ihout.— The  toucan,  long  broad  beak.— The  ftables 
were  of  very  great  length. — ^The  kennel  had  no  fcents. — There  was  a  mockery 
of  a  village.— -The  Menagerie  had  few  animals  ^— Two  fauflans  ^,  or  Brafilian 
waeafels,  Ipotted,   very  wild. — There  is  a  foreft,  and,    I  think,   a  park.— ^ 

'  The  writing  is  fo  baid  here»  that  the  names  of  feveral  of  the  animab  could  not  be  decypheied 
without  much  more  acquaintance  with  natural  hiftory  than  I  pofTefs.  Dr.  Blagden,  with  his  ufual 
politenefs,  moft  obligingly  examined  the  MS.  To  that  gentleman,  and  to  Dr.  Gray,  of  the  Britifh 
Mufeum,  who  alfo  very  readily  affiftcd  roc,  I  beg  leave  to  exprefs  my^bcft  thanks. 

*  It  is  thus  written  by  Johnfon,  from  the  French  pronunciation  of  Epffane.  It  (hould  be 
obferved,  that  the  perfon  who  (bowed  this  Menagerie  was  miftaken  in  fuppofing  t\it  foffane  and 
the  Brafilian  weafel  to  be  the  fame,  the  foffhtte  being  a  different  animal,  and  a  native  of  Ma- 
dagafcar.    I  find  them,  however,  opon  one  plate  in  Pennant's  **  Synopfis  of  Quadrupeds." 

2  I  walked 
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I  walked  till  I  was  very  weary,  and  next  morning  felt  my  feet  battered,  and      ins* 
with  pains  in  the  toes.  j^^^^  55^ 

"  Nov.  3.  Friday.  We  came  to  Compicgne,  a  very  large  town,  with  a  royal 
palace  built  round  a  pentagonal  court.—The  court  is  raifed  upon  vaults,  and 
has,  I  fuppofe  an  entry  on  one  fide  by  a  gende  rife.— Talk  of  painting.— 
The  church  is  not  very  large,  but  very  elegant  and  Iplendid.— -I  had  at  firft 
great  difficulty  to  walk,  but  motion  grew  continually  eafier.— At  night  we  came 
to  Noyon,  an  epifcopal  city.— The  cathedral  is  very  beautiful,,  the  pillars 
alternately  Gothick  and  Corinthian.— We  entered  a  very  noble  pftrochia^ 
church.— •  Noyon  is  walled,^  and  is  feid  to  be  three  miles  round* 

"  Nov.  4.  Saturday.  We  rofe  very  early,  and  came  through  St.  Quintin 
to  Cambray,  not  long  aftpr  three. — ^We  went  to  an  Englifh  nunnery,  to 
give  a  letter  to  Father  Welch,  the  confeffor,  who  came  to  vifit  us  in  the  evening- 

"  Nov.  5*  Sunday.  We  faw  the  cathedral.— It  is  very  beautiful,  with 
chapels  on  each  fide.— The  choir  fplendid. — The  balullrade  in  one  part 
brafs. — The  Neff  very  high  and  grand. — ^The  altar  filver  as  far  as  it  is  fccn.— 

The  veftments  very  Iplendid. — ^At  the  Bencdiftines  church  >'* 

• 

Here  his  journal^  ends  abruptly.  Whether  he  wrote  any  more  after  this 
time,  I  know  not  j  but  probably  not  much,  as  he  arrived  in  England  about 
the  1 2th  of  November.  Thefe  fliort  notes  of  his  tour,  though  they  may  feem 
minute  taken  fingly,  make  together  a  confiderable  mafs  of  information,  and 
exhibit  fuch  an  ardour  of  enquiry  and  acutenefs  of  examination,  as,  I  believe,, 
are  found  in  but  few  travellers,  clpecially  at  an  advanced  age.  They  com- 
pletely refute  the  idle  notion  which  has  been  propagated,  tbaf  be  could  mtjee ; 
and,  if  he  had  taken. the  trouble  to  revife  and  digeit  them,,  he  undoubtedly 
€Ould  have  expanded  them  into  a  very  entertaining  narrative. 

When  I  met  him  in  London  the  following  year,  the  account  which  he  gave 
me  of  his  French  tour,*  was,  "  Sir,  I  liave  fecn  all  the  vifibilitics  of  Paris,  and 
around  it  j  but  to  have  formed  an. acquaintance  with  the  people  therc^  would, 
have  required  more  time  than  I  could  ftay.  I  was  juft  beginning  to  creep  into 
acquaintance  by  means  of  Colonel  Drumgould,  a  very  high  man,  Sir,  head  of 
UEcole  Militairey  2l  mod  complete  charafter,  for  he  had  firft  been  a  profcflbr 
©f  rhetorick,.  and  then  became  a  foldier.  And,  Sir,  I  was  very  kindly 
treated  by  the  Englilh  Bencdiftincs,  and  have  a  cell  appropriated  to  me  in 
their  convent/' 

'  My  worthy  and  ingenious  friend^.  Mr.  Andrew  Lumifdaine,  by  his  accurate  acquaintance 
with  France^  enabled  me  to  make  out  many  proper  names,  which  Dr.  Jchnfon  had  written 
indiflind^ly,  and  fometimes  fpeh  erroneoufly*. 

He 
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JHe- obfervcd,  "  The  great  in  France  live  very  magnificently,  but  the  reft 
very  miferably.  There  is  no  happy  midille  ftate  as  in  England,  The  fhops  of 
Paris  are  mean ;  the  meat  in  the  markets  is  fuch  as  would  be  fent  to  a  gaol 
in  England :  and  Mn  Thrale  juftly  obfervcci,  that  the  cookery  of  the  French 
was  forced  upon  them  by  neceflky  i  for  thty  could  not  eat  their  meat,  unlefs 
they  added  fomc  tafte  to  it.  The  French  are  an  indelicate  people ;  they  will 
fpit  upon  any  place.     At  Madame  's,    a  literary  lady  of  rank,  the 

footman  took  the  fugar  in  his  fingers,  and  threw  it  into  my  coffee.  I  was 
going  to  put  it  afidci  but  hearing  it  was  made  on  purpofc  for  me,  I  e'en 
tafted  Tom's  fingers.  The  fame  lady  would  needs  make  tea  a  PAngloife. 
The  fpout  of  the  tea-pot  did  not  pour  freely :  Ihe  bade  the  footman  blow  into ' 
it.  France  is  worfc  than  Scotland  in  every  thing  but  climate.  Nature  has 
done  more  for  the  French  5  but  they  luve  done  lefs  for  themfelves  than  the 
Scotch  have  done." 

It  happened  that  Foote  was  at  Paris  at  the*  fame  time  with  Dr.  Johnfon, 
and  his  defcription  of  my  friend  while  there  was  abundantly  ludicrous. 
He  told  me,  that  the  French  were  quite  aftonifhed  at  his  figure  and  manner, 
and  at  his  drefs,  which  he  obftinately  continued  exaftly  as  in  London  j — his 
brown  clothes,  black  (lockings,  and  plain  ftiirt.  He  mentioned,  that  an  Irifh 
gentleman  faid  to  Johnfon,  "  Sir,  you  have  not  feen  the  beft  French  players." 
Johnson.  "  Players,  Sir !  I  look  on  them  as  no  better  than  creatures  fct 
upon  tables  and  joint-ftools  to  make  faces  and  produce  laughter,  like  dancing 
dogs."—**  But,  Sir,  you  will  allow  that  fome  players  are  better  than  others  ?" 
V>\       Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir,  as  fome  dogs  dance  better  than  others." 

While  Johnfon  was  in  France,  he  was  generally  very  refolute  in*  fpeaking 
Latin.  It  was  a  maxim  with  him  that  a  man  Ihould  not  let  himfelf  down, 
by  fpeaking  a  language  which  he  (peaks  imperfeftly.  Indeed,  we  muft  have 
often  obferved  how  ^inferiour,  how  jnuch  like  a  child  a  mzn  appears,  who 
Ipeaks  a  broken  tongue.  Wh^n  Sir  Jo(hua  Reynolds,  at  one  of  the  dinners 
of  the  Royal  Academy,  pre(ented  him  to  a  Frenchman  of  great  diftinftion,  he 
would  not  deign  to  fpeak  French,  but  talked  Latin,  though  his  Excellency 
did  not  underftand  it,  owing,  perhaps,  to  Johnfon's  Engli(h  pronunciation: 
yet  upon  another  occafion  he  was  obferved  to  fpeak  French  to  a  Frenchman 
of  high  rank,  who  (poke  Englilh  j  and  being  aflced  the  rcafon,  with  fume 
cxpreflion  of  furprize, — ^he  anfweredi  ^*  Becau(e  I  tliiiik  my  Ficnch  is  as  good 
as  his  Engli(h."-  Though  Johnfon  underftood  French  perfeftly,  he  could  not 
Ipeak  it  readily,  as  I  have  obferved  at  his  firft  interview  with  General  Paoli, 
in  1769;  yet  he  wrote  it,  I  imagine,  very  weU,  as  appears  from  fome  of  his 
letters  in  Mrs.  Piozzi's  coUedion^  of  which  I  fhall  tranicribe  one. 

6  A  Madame 


i 
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A  Madame  La  Comtejfe  de  — 

July  16,  1771. 

**  OUIy  MadamCy  le  moment  eft  arrive^  et  il  faut  queje  parte.  Mais 
pourquoi  faut  il partir?  Eft  ceque  je  m^ennuye?  Je  tnennuyerai  alleurs.  Eft  ce 
queje  cberche  ou  quelque  plaiftr^  ou  quelque  Joulagement  ?  Je  ne  cherche  rien^  je 
fCeJpere  rien.  Aller  voir  ce  que  jai  vii,  etre  im  peu  rejoue^  un  peu  degoutiy  ne 
refouvenir  que  la  vie  Je  pajfe^  et  qu'elle  Je  ,pajfe  en  vain,  me  plaindre  de  moi^ 
fr(endurcir  aux  dehors;  void  le  tout  de  ce  qu^on  cd^pte  pour  les  delices  de  Panne, 
^le  Dieu  vous  dcrme^  Madame^  tous  les  agremens  de  la  vie^  avec  un  ejprit  qui 
peut  enjouirjans  s^y  livrer  trop.'* 

Here  let  mc  not  forget  a  curious  anecdote,  as  related  to  me  by  Mr. 
Beauclerk,  which  I  (hall  endeavour  to  exhibit  as  well  as  I  can  in  that 
gentleman's  lively  manner ;  and  in  juftice  to  hirh  it  is  proper  to  add,  that 
Dr.  Johnfon  told  me,  I  might  rely  both  on  the  corredtnefs  of  his 
memory,  and  the  fidelity  of  his  narrative.  "  When  Madame  de  Boufflers 
was  firft  in  England,  (faid  Beauclerk,)  Ihe  was  defirous  to  fee  Johnfon.  I 
accordingly  went  with  her  to  his  chambers  in  the  Temple,  where  Ihe  was 
entertained  with  his  converfation  for  fome  time.  When  our  vifit  was  over, 
ihe  and  I  left  him,  and  were  got  into  Inner  Temple-lane,  when  all  at  once 
I  heard  a  noife  like  thunder.  This  was  occafioned  by  Johnfon,  who  it  feems 
upon  a  litde  recolledtion,  had  taken  it  into  his  head  that  he  ought  to  have 
done  the  honours  of  his  literary  refidence  to  a  foreign  lady  of  quality,  and 
eager  to  Ihew  himfelf  a  man  of  gallantry,  was  hurrying  down  the  ftair- 
cafe  in  violent  agitation.  He  overtook  us  before  we  reached  the  Temple- 
gate,  and  brufhing  in  between  me  and  Madame  de  Boufflers,  feifed  her 
hand,  and  conduced  her  to  her  coach.  His  drefs  was  a  rufty  brown 
morning  luit,  a  pair  of  old  ftioes  by  way  of  flippers,  a  little  fhrivelled 
wig  (licking  on  the  top  of  his  head,  and  the  fleeves  of  his  (hirt  and  the 
knees  of  his  breeches  hanging  loofe.  A  confiderable  crowd  of  people 
gathered  round,  and  were  not  a  little  (truck  by  this  Angular  ap- 
pearance." 

He  fpoke  Latin  with  wonderful  fluency  and  elegance.  When  Pere 
Bofcovich  was  in  England,  Johnfon  dined  in  company  with  him  at  Sir  Jo(hua 
Reynolds's,  and  at  Dr.  Douglas's,  now  Bi(hop  of  Carlifle.  Upon  both 
occafions  that  celebrated  foreigner  expreflfed  his  aftQni(hment  at  Johnfon's 
Latin  converfation. 

U  u  u  .     ari 
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l!^0   Dr.   SAMUEt  JOHNSOK. 
.  «  My   DBAR  Sir,  Edinborgh,  Dec*  5,  177 J. 

•♦  Mr.  Alexander  Maclean,  the  prefent  young  Laird  of  Coil,  being , 
to  fct  out  to-morrow  for  London,  L  give  him  this  letter  to  introduce  him  to 
your  acquaintance.     The  kindnefs  which  you  and  I  experienced  from  his 
brother,  whofc  unfortunate  death  we  fincerely  lament,  will  make  us  always 
defirous  to  (hew  attention  to  any  branch  of  the  family.  ^  Indeed,  you  have 
fo  much  of  the  true  Highland  cordiality,  that  I  am  fure  you  would  have 
thought  me  to  blame  if  I  had  neglefted  to  recommend  to  you  this  Hebrideaft» 
prince,  in  whofe  ifland  we  were  holpitably  entertained.     I  ever  am  with, 
reipedful  attachment,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obliged 

"  And  moft  humble  Servant, 

"  James  Boswell.*'' 

Mr.  Maclean  returned  with  the  moft  agreeabde  accounts  of  die  polite 
attention  with  which  he  was  received  by  Dr.  Johnfon. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  Dr.  Burney  informs  me,  that  "  he  very  frequently 
met  Dr.  Johnfon  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  at  Streatham,  where  they  had  many  long 
converlations,  often  fitting  up  as  long  as  the  fire  and  candles  lafted,  and 
much  loi^r  than  the  patience  of  the  fervants  fubfifted." 

A  few  of  Johnfon's  fayings,  which  thai  gendeman  recolle£b,  (hall  here  be 
inferted. 

<<  I  never  take  a  nap  after  dinner  but  when  I  have  had  a  bad  night,  and 
then  the  nap  takes  me." 

*^  The  writer  of  an  epitaph  (hould  not  be  confidered  as  faying  nothing  but 
what  is  ftridly  true.  Allowance  muft  be  made  for  fomc  degree  of  exag- 
gerated praife.     In  lapidary  infcriptions  a  man  is  not  upon  oath." 

"  There  is  now  lefs  flogging  in  our  great  fchools  than  formerly,  hut  thea 
Icfs  is  learned  there;  fo  that  what  the  boys  get  at  one  end,  they  lofe  at  the  other." 

**  More  is  learned  in  publick  than  in  private  fchools,  from  emulation  5  there 
18  the  collifion  of  mind  with  mind,  or  the  radiation  of  many  minds  pointing 
to  one  center.  Though  few  boys  make  their  own  exerciles,  yet  if  a  good 
Uiercifc  is  given  up,  out  of  a  great  number  of  boys,  it  is  made  by  fomebody." 

<'  I  hate  bye*roads  in  education.  Education  is  as  well  known,  and  has. 
long  been  as  well  known,  as  ever  it  can  be.    Endeavouring  to  make  childreq, 

5  prematurely 


♦    / 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

prematurely  wife  is  ufclefs  labour.  Suppofe  they  have  more  knowledge  at 
five  or  fix  years  old  than  other  children,  what  ufe  can  be  made  (rf"  it  ?  It 
will  be  loft  before  it  is  wanted,  and  the  wafte  of  fo  much  time  and  labour  of 
the  teacher  can  never  be  repaid.  Too  much  is  expcfted  from  precocity, 
and  too  little  performed*  '  Mifs  »'■-  was  an  inftance  of  early  cultivation, 

but  in  what  did  it  terminate?  In'nurrying  a  little  Prefbyterian  parfon,  who 
keeps  an  infant  boarding-fchool,  fo  that  aU  her  employment  now  is,  '  to 
luckle  fools  and  chronicle  fmall  beer/  She  telk  the  children,  *  This  is  a  cat, 
and  that  is  a  dog,,  with  four  legs  and  a  tail;  fee  there !  you  are  much  better 
than  a  cat  or  a  dog,  for  you  can  fpeak.'  If  T had  beftowed  fuch  an  education* 
on  a  daughter,  and  had  difcovered  that  ihe  thought  of  marrying  fuch  a 
fellow,  I  wouid.have  fent  her  to  the  Congrefs.'* 

After  having  talked  flightingly  of  mufick,  he  was  obferved  to  liften 
very  attentively  while  Mifs  Thrale  played  on  the  harpfichord,  and  with 
eagernefs  he  called  to  her,  "  Why  don't  you  dafli  away  like  Bumey?"  Dr. 
Burney  upon  this  faid  to  him,  "  I  believe,  Sir,  we  fhall  make  a  mufician  of 
you  at  1^."  Johnfon  with  candid  complacency  replied,  "  Sir,  I  fhall  be- 
glad  to  have  a  new  fenfe  given  to  me.*' 

He  had  come  down  one  morning  to  the  break&ft-room,   and  been  a< 
confiderable  time  by  himfelf  before  any  body  s^pearod.  When  on  a  fubiequetiC 
day,  he  was  twitted  by  Mrs.  Thrale  for  being  very  late,  which  he  generally; 
was,    he  defended   himfelf  by  alluding    to    the    extraordinary    rnormng, 
when  he  had  been  too  early, ''  Madam,  I  do  not  like  to  come  down  to  i^acmty.** 

Dr.  Burney  having  remsirked  that  Mr.  Garrick  was  beginning  to  look 
old,  he  faid,  ^^  Why,  Sir,  you  are  not  to  wonder  at  that;  no  man's  fiice  has- 
had  more  wear  and  tear/'  »"* 

Not  having  heard  from  him  for  a  longer  time  than  I  fuppofed  he  would/ 
be  filent,  I  wrote  to  him  December  1 8,  not  in  good  fpirits,  "  Sometimes 
I  have  been  afraid  that  the  cold  which  has  gone  over  Europe  this  year  like 
a  fort  of  peftilence,  has  feifcd  you  feverelyj   fometimes  my  imagination,, 
which .  is  upon  occafions  prolifick  of  evil,  hath  figured  that  you  may  have 
Ibmehow  td^en  ofience  at  fome  part  of  my  condudt." 

To  Jam£3  BoawBLL,  Efy. 
•'  Dear  Sir, 

"  NEVER  dreani  of  any  ofFence,  how  fhould  you  offend,  me? 
I  confider  your  friendihip  as  a  pofleflion,  which  I  intend  to  hold  till  you 
take  it  fi*om  me,  and  to  lament  if  ever  by*  my  fault  I  fhould  lofe  it. 

However, 
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However,  when  fuch  fufpicions  find  their  way  into  your  mind,  always  give 
them  vent,  I  ftiall  make  hafte  to  dilperfe  them,  but  jiinder  their  firft  ingrels 
if  you  can.    Confider  fuch  thoughts  as  morbid. 

"  Such  illnefs  as  may  excufe  my  omiflion  to  Lord  Hailes  I  cannot  boneftly . 
plead.     I  have  been  hindered  I  know  net  how,  by  a  fucceffion  of  petty 
obftruftions.     I  hope  to  mend  immediately,  and  to  fend  next  poft  to  his 
Lordfhip.     Mr.  Thrale  would  have  written  to  you  if  I  had  omitted  i  he  fends 
his  compliments,  and  wifhes  toffee  you. 

"  You  and  your  lady  will  now  have -no  more  wrangling  about  feudal 
inheritance  '  How  does  the  young  Laird  of  Auchinleck  ?  I  (uppofe  Mifs 
Veronica  is  grown  a  reader  and  difcourfer. 

*^  I  have  juft  now  got  a  cough,  but  it  has  never  yet  hindered  me  from 
fleeping :  I  have  had  quieter  nights  than  are  common  with  me. 

"  I  cannot  but  rejoice  that  Jofeph  ^  has  had  the  wit  to  find  the  way  back. 
He  is  a  fine  fellow,  and  one  of  the  beft  travellers  in  the  world. 

"  Young  Col  brought  me  your  letter.  He  is  a  veiy  pleafing  youth. 
i  took  him  two  days  ago  to  the  Mitre,  and  we  dined  together.  I  was  as 
civil  as  I  had  the  means  of  being. 

*^  I  have  had  a  letter  from  Rafay,  acknowledging,  with  great  appearance  of 
fatisfaAion,  the  infertion  in  the  Edinburgh  paper.  I  am  very  glad  that  it  was 
done.  . 

"  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  who  does  not  love  me ;  and  of  all 
the  reft,  I  need  only  fend  them  to  thofe  tt^at  do  \  and  I  am  afraid  it  will  give 
you  very  little  trouble  to  diftribute  them.  .  I  am,  my  dear,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  afieftionate  humble  fervant, 
"  December  35,  177^*  Sam.  Johnson." 

•  Jorq>h  Ricter,  a  Boheniian.  who  was  in  my.fervice  many  years,  and  attended  Dr.  Johnlbo 
^d  me  in  our  Tour  to  the  Hebrides.  After  Jbarioe:  kft  me  for  fonfc  time,  be  had  noir 
Jtetumed  to  me.  *    .  •  • 


THE   END    OF  THE   FIRST  VOLUME. 
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